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5 INTERIM EEPOAT,

SITE,

This covers approximately ons scre entirely surrounded
by moat, the ground levsl baing approximately four fest sbove ths
presant water level of moat, The whole 1ls eovered for the first
gighteen inohes in depth with vegetable soil, whioh, with the
excaption of that lying ilmmsdiately mnext to the walls, appears
te contain very little of importance, and could be romoved shonld
guch soil be required for any purposs on the adjoining Houslng
Eatata.

Tha stratuz lmmsdistely below the vegetable soll to
tha depth at present excavated (4-ft, below) 18 wvarled in
gharaatear. In places 1t conalsts of rubble (i.e, broken msasontcy
and disintegrated sandstons and gsamant) and 4@ othars & puddla
olay, particularly slongsids ths north wall, which is rather
suggestive of being damped during the constructlon of the canal
ad jolnlng.

STRUCTURE.

From exepination walls have besn proved on threa
gidez, north, south and west, but very little appsars %o remain
of ths sast wall, though this may be discoversd at & greater dspth
than at the moment reached.

HORTE WALL.

Thin has now besn expossd for nearly its entire
length at varying depths from groupd lsvel te 9'0", proving to be
both instructive and intersating, and from the finds which hawve
some to Light it appears that some of the mors impertant chambsrs
of the asstls were situate in this pertiom of tha alte.

SOUTH WALL.,

This wall has now been partlally sxposed, but has

pnot been excavated to safficient depth to venturs an opinion as

to its purport.

(1)
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(2)
WEST I!E.

This contains avidences of an lmportant archway
which was in all probability the main entrance, a horse-shoe
bastion, end parhaps a wicket adjoining the main archway, but

again & deaper sxcavation iz necessary to prove ita definite

relatien to the remainder.
WALLS GENERALLY.

These are constructed of Frenkley etons, whish in
parts 1s sound but in others ls of very poor gquality., Thay are
rich in masons' marks, but very little of the moulded and
decorated stome still remains in situ. From the stomes which
have fallen and have besn r¢ﬂ=tﬂad it is safe to say that there
was window tracery of thirteemih century styla, while encther
part of the building 1s of the Perpendicular period. The walls
Appear Lo be copnstructed with faced stoness fllled in with ruabbls
core,

FINDS,

For the short space of time at our disposal and
the shallownsss of ths works up to date the finds upon the site
have beean beoth gratifyling and, ona might almost say, surpriaing.
Amonpget thess ars moulded stomes, ornamentsl tiles, lesad flashing
and leaded lights,; stalned glass, decorated plester and potshard.
FProm the pature of these finds it 18 safe to assumé that the
building was grandly decorated, and the workmanshlp of a high order.
Special mention should be made of & doubles construotional arch
whigh is "in situ" in the north-sast comer of the site about 5'0"
below groupd levsl., It appears to be the top of an opaning
leading from & large chamber to & smsller one which has small
openings in three of its walls whish have the appearasncs of dikcld
but until a desper sxploratlon is possible 1ts nss cannot ba
definitely ascertalned. Amongst the tiles is an edging tile with
fleur-de=-lys design, which is in & good state of preservation,

The glass dlscovered appsars to be of two kinds, "pot" and "flash",

The pot glass, Whioch appears to be blown in one plecs, is well

Y

1034



Weoley Castle — reduced archive

» (3)

praserved, ®hils the flash, which is made in laysrs, powdera F
badly when dry end ie difficult to preserve.
HISTORICALLY.

Up to the pressnt nothing has coms to light to ndd
to the fasts already known. Thera 13 no reason for supposing that
any building stood upon this slte priler to tha license to erensllate
in 1264, Thare are avidences of what might have besn later
additisns on the north wall, but these are as yet lnsuffisisnt in
detail te justify an cpinion a= to pariod.
WELL IN GARDEN OF FARM HCUSE,

Thig is now sxcavated to a depth of 20 fsat, but the
water level has not yet been reached, For the first ten feet
from the top it is constructed in ring formation made from
sand=stona, than the remainder saa fer as wa have gone ls bored
git of the sand-stone rock. Very little of interssi has appsared
in the debris drawn from the well except & few polsherds of
deabtful peried and erigin.
GENERAL,

Although the building haes always been knoWn &
"Heoley Castle”, it is safs to assume that it ia really a fortified
sanor-house. Ne svidance of a keep has bean found, or ls
gxpacted.
P sake

o '-zl-l. I'|| je A

1035



Weoley Castle — reduced archive

1036-1932



Weoley Castle — reduced archive

e o '13", Mepatives i
g R eT
| ke BAlE 4
i
Drescription -4 4
i
L .:#FL

Sourge r

W AET = el ok eming, it

Sledes

BIBLIOGRAPHY

pE_ Conmfl o[- fil-Se

[4F Wenley Cauile - The guestion of the peasibility of co-operafing
with the Birmingham Cerparabtion o the complete svexvation and
preservation of the remains of the Castle bulidings was referred to o
special Sab-Committes, As the result of the Sub-Committes's repart,
and after enoet carsinl considerziion, yonr Committes yory miiecs
tantly canse to the conelingion that thebe was no prospect of its being
able to raise the large sum raqudred, and consequently it did not eea
jts way to B=oean appeal to the members, This decizion has been
commuricated to the City Surrsyor with an intimabien that, i a
schenie wera formulated In sy other guarter, your Commattes
would gladly render anmy assistencs in’its power and woold use
ity hest endeavoors to obialn the suppoct of the members of
the Society.

In the meantime, the r.:lge.r]ng of the rmng 14 bang eanbigiiad l';'_'f' 3 -

our member, M, & B Bark, assisted by volontary sorkess. Tour
Commitzes hadmads o amall prank to ssaist The works T8AS LUK fﬂiﬂ
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{5} Wesley Castle, The excavation of the ramaine of the Castle ja
being continued, By srrangement with the Poblle Asgsances Coms
mittes 4 number of wnemploved men have besn engaged i roagh
eizzing thronghout the year, the spail ey tmasfermd to adjpining
land which s fo be ka3 oot asa playing-field,

The Feblic Warks Commlttsa has made & grant towards the cost
af cansotidating the masancy, and this work bas now besn sxecased
by H.M, Office of Works, which = alse fxing the foor levelds, making
the masonry-work more seoure and reodasing thectts mare atiTactive.

Mo grant {5 avaitahle for the work of excevation which 3 stifl baing
carried out by welasntary labaur nnder the sopervisian af ir. & Bl
Bk, F.5.A,, with the advice of 3y, Philip B, Chatwin, F.5.A. The
year's work hos Been mainly fn the vieinity of the posters gate and
reund tower. Tnteresting results have been obtzined, TRAS  Lix {jj‘!‘ﬁ)

LN

1019-1935



Weoley Castle — reduced archive

D

Prinad HEsi

i} Mepatives N
A ¢
Description
4 L]
L}
SOLrce
gy - u
Slidzs
BIBLIOGRAPHY
# fosd : 3 ool e
[t
e Zh
1 3 ¢
1 & [ prD
i f w 1L
L [ e el Pl Shpon
J

1013-1936



Weoley Castle — reduced archive

NO #E 19T Mapatives
AEE T
) [
Dizscription
-
Source
Bl avebread
BE Ly
Elidl=s

BIBLIOGRAPHY

| {6) Wenley Casite, The clearing of the moaf and copsalidation of
| = mastary of the castis walls has besh cantnned during the year,
ander the superintendence of the architects of H M, Offce of Warks,
in consaltation with the City Eogineer and Suwrveyor, and the
| Pregident. A furthes semoof f215 has been paid by the Soclety an
the eectibeate of the Cily Engineer end Survevor towards the 'cost
| ol the work, This paymont, together with the payment of L300

mads last year, exhausts the special fund rmised by the Socety,
It is, howayer, gratifying to regort that the ity Conndl decided
Giak the work shonlfd be continued,

Mr. 0. M. Bark, F.5.A,, who for several years devoted practically
alt his lefsure to the stady of the histeey of the castle and supedn.
tenaed the band of voluntary workers, having now left Birmingham,
it &5 been found necessary o ﬂhp:nsﬂ temporarily with velantasy
assistanca, Your Cemenities wizh ©0 recocd their hizh apprecizfion

of toe valmahle work done by M. Bark in conneaden with this site,

urlyma in the Ty, T8RS, w4 {H‘w’]

1010-1937
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Weoley Casfle. The work has proceeded under the superintendence of the
Architects of H.AL Office of Worls, in consultation with the City Enginest
and Suryeyes, dnd the President. Practically the whole of the masinoy
of the ontside walls has now been ancovered and moch of it corsalidated.
The greater part of thé interior has still to be dealt with and about 2 4t of
He fiiling at the bottom of tha mest has yst to be removed, in wiich, 1o
doubt, much of importancs and interest will b= fonnd.

An =ffort was made fn the spring to recommence wock by voluntary
kalor 1o Fuppleecent the work done by the paid labour, Uslsrtunately
tha volnntary laboas was too intermittent to be rolied wpon, and & the
pacid quec by this time had become skilled in recovering the pottery and
ather small Bads, it was felt that the voluntasy woek was ot essential

Wealey Castis has bad the whole of tha ssst and south sides uncovered
simce it was dzst seen by ths membess and much of interest has besn nn-
eartied, Tesh afihe mvedand clay thathiag accernulated in the north moat
hzs been removed, thembe anabling the cestls to be seen amd better appre-
i ted then was formerly posible : peactically the while of the mascary of
the guter wall bas been nncoversd #nd much of it as besn consalidated.

s i (949

1012-1938
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Wapdey Ceacle, Fusther waluahle work has besn done dong the yoar.
A well, apparently serving some of the outbuitdings, was discoversd and
gmpdied, bt the contents wers of an ireoapcinsive- nature.  Evidepce has
been found of an inportent timber-dramed beliding, possibly the Grest
Hall, Moreof the stadewssk has been consolidated and deme of the rooms
previcusly uncoverefl have lad thelr foors. torfed. Nuomerows sraall
abjects of interest and & fov coing have also been found. It is pechaps
imracezsary o add that sl further work has been stopoed fof the duration 1
b the war.
s ToAS, v (1)

1004-1039
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FURTHER NOTES

£ Wenley Caslte, The vwork of excavation ia belng Wnﬁ:m:rll by —
vetuntary labom mades the supsrvision of Mr, G. ML Bagk, Faa
HM, Office of Works 15 s3] eagaged in copsolidatng Ehe TOABINTF.
Turf Bas besn Taid down oo the Soor levels of poriions of the hoikd-
ings, which snabiles the groand phin to be muee readily anederatood, - =
Tiie expensss incocred by the Ofcs of Works up to 3%1‘[!:11 31, I';I;El.-
were mat by & grant from the Birmingham Corpesation, but. mwing
to the necessity for retrenchment 2 dviz expenditire, an intima.
tign was received That the grant could not Be reoewed Your
Commitiss, whils appraciating the dilemma of the Civic Authorities,
eonld not contermplate with equanimity the abapdmomest cd!‘ tha —
wark, whin 5o mzch had been recomplished, and so much remained
tobe done. It was thersfoce decided to appeal to the pablic for funds
to ematle it to be continaed. This propasd et with the condial
approval of the Lozd Mayos (Alderman 5. J. Grev), whe miat Kindly
covvened and gresided at 3 meetiag in the Coundl Chamber o
April3n, 19367 As the resalt of the appedl the sum af £736, 175 td.

hos besn raised, widch bas enabled the wask to procesd for the
present. Qut of the fond collected fgon has been paid oo the
Certificate of the City Enginesr and Surveyor pe the amount dos to
H.AL. Offce of Works up to Septernber 1, 3936, Tt will, therefors,
be-agpreclated that it will be Impossible to continee operafions
on the present scale very mach longer, uoless forther aid s
forilicoming,

It is ©o b2 hoped that ader the more favguinble conditions now

rafling, tha Corporakion may see its way to regums respansibile

o 42 recnditioning of LhuFLnLHngtLu;mln, the nnl}rpljmm'.jwi 1845 LK (1349)
building of its lind within the City.

1015-1940
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2.1.2 The Diary
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2.1.3 The Plan Archive
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Coloured Plan
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Pencil Survey — se corner
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2.1.4 The Photographic Archive
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2.2 The Standing Masonry - Exterior
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Fig. 2.3: Plan of castle showing approximate location of exterior masonry

photographs (Scan 030 modified)
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2.3The Standing Masonry - Interior
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Fig. 2.4: Plan of castle showing approximate location of interior masonry

Pphotographs (Scan 030 modified)
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Fig. 2.5: The North East Tower Complex, approximate location of photographs
(Scan 1044, modified)
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