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Disclaimer 

 
This Report has been prepared solely for the person/party which commissioned it and for the 
specifically titled project or named part thereof referred to in the Report.  The Report should 
not be relied upon or used for any other project by the commissioning person/party without 
first obtaining independent verification as to its suitability for such other project, and 
obtaining the prior written approval of York Archaeological Trust for Excavation and 
Research Limited (“YAT”) (trading as Trent & Peak Archaeology) YAT accepts no 
responsibility or liability for the consequences of this Report being relied upon or used for 
any purpose other than the purpose for which it was specifically commissioned.  Nobody is 
entitled to rely upon this Report other than the person/party which commissioned it.  YAT 
accepts no responsibility or liability for any use of or reliance upon this Report by anybody 
other than the commissioning person/party. 
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Summary 

 
Trench and Peak Archaeology was commissioned by Mr L. Skerritt to undertake an archaeological 
watching brief at 164 Duffield Road, Derby, prior to the construction of a double garage and 
extension. Due to the presence of significant archaeological remains within the vicinity of the 
proposed development site an archaeological watching brief was requested by the Development 
Control Archaeologist for Derbyshire County Council, Steve Baker.  
 
Foundation trenches for the footings of the extension and garage were observed to the north and rear of 
the property. The area was found to be covered by concrete paving situated above a deposit of topsoil 
which was a maximum of 0.4m deep. This was situated directly above the natural clay substratum. No 
archaeological finds, features or buried land surfaces were found.  
 
These results may indicate that the 1st Century AD Roman Fort at Strutt's Park does not extend this far 
west. However, given the mixed nature of the topsoil, truncation of such features during terracing 
construction for the existing building cannot be ruled out.  
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1.   INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1  Trent and Peak Archaeology was contracted by Mr. L. Skerritt to undertake an archaeological 
watching brief at 164 Duffield Road, Derby, in line with the planning consent (04/14/00534). The 
intention of the investigation was to gain an understanding of the presence of any archaeological remains 
within the development site.  
 
1.2 Prior to development the site (NGR SK 3479 3746) was a residential rear garden covered by 
lawn and patio. It is bounded by Duffield Road to the west and Bank View Road to the rear.  
 
 
2.   PROJECT BACKGROUND 
 
2.1  The proposed development site is located to the rear of 164 Duffield Road, Derby, 1km north 
of Derby city centre. Derby itself is situated approximately 15km west of Nottingham and 25km south 
of Chesterfield. Topographically, the site is mostly flat, with a lowered patio area directly to the rear of 
the house (see Fig. 2). 
 
2.2  The 1:50,000 British Geological Mapping shows that site is situated on solid geology of the 
Mercia Mudstone Formation overlain by superficial deposits of mid Pleistocene Till (Diamicton) 
(http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html).  
 
2.5 The archaeological work is in line with the planning permission which states that: 
 

6) a) No development shall take place until a Written Scheme of Investigation for 
archaeological monitoring has been submitted to and approved by the local planning 
authority in writing. The scheme shall include an assessment of significance and 
research questions; and 
 
1. The programme and methodology of site investigation and recording 
2. The programme and provision to be made for post investigation analysis and 
reporting; 
3. Provision to be made for publication and dissemination of the analysis and records 
of the site investigation 
4. Provision to be made for archive deposition of the analysis and records of the site 
investigation 
5. Nomination of a competent person or persons/organization to undertake the works 
set out within the Written Scheme of Investigation 
 
b) No development shall take place other than in accordance with the archaeological 
Written Scheme of Investigation approved under condition (a). 
 

 
 
3.  HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 
 
3.1    A Heritage Impact Assessment of the site was undertaken during April 2014 by Clive Davies. 
This document illustrated that the development site is within the Strutts Park Conservation Area, one 
of fifteen such conservation areas within Derby (Davies 2014, 3). The site was originally part of the 
Darley Hall Estate, although number 164 Duffield Road was not built until the mid 20th Century.  
 
3.2 Derbyshire Historic Environment Record (HER) holds a total of 46 records for within a 500m 
radius of 164 Duffield Road. The most significant of these include the site of a Roman fort and vicus 
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at Strutt's Park (HER 18948) including the possible Roman roadside timber building at 192 Duffield 
Road (HER 32693). Further remains include the Roman Bath House at Little Chester (HER 18906, 
also Scheduled Monument 1007049), and the 19th Century Silk Mill at Bath Street (HER 32077). 
Many post-medieval buildings are also recorded in the HER, as are several findspots of Roman coins 
and pottery.  
 
 
4.  OBJECTIVES 
 
4.1  The objective of the archaeological evaluation can be stated as:  
 

 To determine the location, extent, date, character, condition, significance and quality of any 
archaeological remains within the development site 

 To assess the artefactual and environmental potential of the archaeological deposits 
encountered 

 To inform formulation of a strategy to avoid or mitigate impacts of the proposed development on 
surviving archaeological remains 

 To produce a site archive for deposition with an appropriate museum and to provide information 
for accession to the Derbyshire HER 

 
 
5.   METHODOLOGY 
 
5.1  The methodology can be summarised as: 
 
5.2 At all times the project will follow current IfA best practice as laid out in Standard and 
Guidance for an Archaeological Watching Brief (Institute for Archaeologists 2008).  
 
5.3 Continuous archaeological monitoring of all groundworks undertaken on the site.  
 
5.4 A plan of any archaeological remains was produced. A written, drawn and photographic 
record of the trenches was maintained. Drawings were produced at a suitable scale, normally 1:10 or 
1:20 for sections and 1:50 for plans.  
 
5.5 If archaeological remains are found, a sampling strategy will be agreed and a more detailed 
written scheme of investigation would be submitted for approval. Mechanical excavation was to cease 
if archaeological remains are found, and the on-site archaeologist would be allowed time to 
investigate the remains. 

 
 
6.   RESULTS 
 
6.1  The site consisted of an area to the rear of the property approximately 6.5 x 4m in size, and 
an area to the north side of the property approximately 6 x 2m in size. The footings trenches were 
excavated to a depth of approximately 1m, and were no more than 0.5m wide. The trenches followed 
the line of the exterior walls of the proposed extension.  
 
6.2  The site was covered by concrete paving slabs which were situated above the original topsoil 
(0001). The topsoil was composed of a humic, dark blackish-grey sandy silt material containing 
frequent inclusions of modern brick and concrete rubble. It was a maximum of 0.4m in depth. The 
topsoil was situated directly above the natural substratum (0002), a mid brownish-red clay, clean and 
well compacted. The base of this deposit was not reached during the excavations.  
 
6.3. No finds, features or buried land surfaces were found during the excavations.  
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6.4 Archive Statement 
 
164 Duffield Road, Derby 
Trent and Peak Archaeology code: DDR 
 
The archive will be deposited in digital format with the Derbyshire Historic Environment Record and 
an OASIS record will be completed (trentpea1-195798).  
 
 
 
7.   CONCLUSION  
 
8.1  Despite the presence of significant archaeological remains within the vicinity of the 
development, the foundation trenches did not reveal any archaeological finds or features. These 
results may indicate that the 1st Century AD Roman Fort at Strutt's Park does not extend this far west. 
However, given the mixed nature of the topsoil, truncation of such features during terracing construction 
for the existing building cannot be ruled out.  
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Plate 1: General view of rear extension footings trenches, looking south west. 

 

 
Plate 2: View of stratigraphy showing topsoil (0001) above natural clay (0002). 
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Plate 3: Footings trench for northern extension, looking west. Scale = 1m          
 

Plate 4: Footings trench for rear extension, looking west. Scale = 1m.                
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Context Description 
0001 Topsoil 
0002 Natural clay substratum 
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