
 

 





 Trent & Peak Archaeology was commissioned by Burgage Homes Ltd to undertake an 
archaeological evaluation of the former Rainbow Depot, Burgage Green, Southwell. The work 
formed the final stage of an evaluation, the first stage of which was completed in 2014 
(Mapplethorpe 2014). 
 

 The development site comprised approximately 0.83ha of land situated to the north east of 
Southwell town centre. There are two designated heritage assets within the site boundary. 
The first, a former prison block or workshop of the former house of correction which occupied 
the site for most of the 19th century, and the second, an 80m length of the boundary wall of 
the former house of correction which now forms the north east boundary of the site.  
 

 Four trenches (25m, two 10m and 15m) were excavated within the site boundary. Late 
19

th
/early 20

th
 century brickwork and flagstone surfaces were present in the trenches, most of 

which were likely to be related to the use of the site as a lace factory.  
 

 A linear feature which corresponded well with the approximate position of the house of 
correction’s perimeter wall may have represented a trench dug during its demolition to 
facilitate the removal of foundations. 

 



 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

The 

investigation formed the final phase of an evaluation, the first stage of which was completed in 
2014 (Mapplethorpe 2014). The work followed an approved written scheme of investigation 
prepared by Trent & Peak Archaeology (Taylor 2014b). 
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RSS2 The Former Rainbow Depot, Southwell
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RSS6 Rainbow Depot, Southwell

Figure 6
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Fig 6a

North-West facing section of Trench 2 showing robber trench of 19th century House of Correction boundary wall

Fig 6b

South-West facing Representativ Section of Trench 8b

Fig 6c

South facing Representative Section of Trench 1

Fig 6d

South-East facing  section of Sondage within Trench 1

32.895m OD

29.974m OD

EW 32.381m OD

31.591m OD



nches

boundary

proximate buildings 

m 1840 Tithe map









Field Records Description Number 

Trench Record 
Sheets 

 

Record of each Trench 3 

Context Sheets Record of each Context 41 

Drawing Sheets Drawings of all Trenches and 
Features on  A3/4 drafting paper 

6 

Registers Registers of Drawings & Photos 3 

Digital Photographs All views 143 

   

Documents Description Number 

Written scheme of 
investigation 

Statement of the aims, objectives 
and methodology for the project.  

1 

Health & Safety Safe working statement & risk 
assessment 

1 

Report to client Report of findings of the watching 
brief. 

1 

The archive is currently held in the offices of Trent & Peak Archaeology, Unit 1, Holly Lane, Chilwell, 
Nottingham, NG9 4AB. It will be deposited at an appropriate museum upon approval of this report.  


