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Summary

e Trent & Peak Archaeology were commissioned by Ibstock Brick Ltd to conduct an
archaeological watching brief on topsoil stripping on land adjacent to the current permitted
quarry boundary.

¢ Ibstock Quarry and its environs have been the subject of numerous archaeological interventions
in recent years. The latest phase of mitigation comprised an archaeological watching brief
conducted by TPA in August/September 2016, which then expanded into a programme of full
excavation. Significant archaeological remains relating to Romano-British agricultural
management were encountered during the investigations, proving the site’s potential for
preserved archaeological remains.

e For 2018, topsoil removal was monitored along an approximate 4.45Ha block of land located
immediately east of the current permitted quarry boundary in July, 2018.

e Machine excavation revealed a ¢.0.2-0.3m thick layer of topsoil overlying firm mid brown natural
clay. Ceramic field drains ran across the site towards the north of the current site boundary. No
archaeological finds, features or deposits were observed.

¢ Monitoring of the topsoil stripping of this site recovered little in the way of direct archaeological
evidence, however it did clarify the nature of the deposit sequence in the area.

e Additional monitoring was conducted during a further topsoil strip in October 2018 on a 2.5ha

area to the east of the site (Figure 3). No archaeological finds, features or deposits were
observed during this additional strip.
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Introduction

Trent & Peak Archaeology were commissioned by Ibstock Brick Ltd to conduct an
archaeological watching brief on topsoil stripping on land adjacent to the current permitted
quarry boundary.

Ibstock Quarry and its environs has been the subject of numerous archaeological interventions
in recent years. The latest phase of mitigation comprised an archaeological watching brief
conducted by TPA in August/September 2016, which then expanded into a programme of full
excavation. Significant archaeological remains relating to Romano-British agricultural
management were encountered during the investigations, proving the site’s potential for
preserved archaeological remains. Ibstock Brick Ltd propose undertaking further works on land
at their quarry to the east of Ibstock along Leicester Road, B591. The site is located at NGR SK
42152 11209 (Figure 1). Consultation had suggested that the proposed works had the potential
to impact upon cultural heritage assets and/or buried archaeological remains.

A full description of the archaeological background of Ibstock Quarry was compiled by JSAC
(1997). Local sites of archaeological significance were identified as being a Roman settlement
located 1km north-west of the site and a possible Roman road and pottery scatter within the
current quarry area. An area of colluvium at the base of the stream valley was noted and it was
suggested that this could potentially seal archaeological deposits. A geophysical survey carried
out by GSB Prospection identified possible pits and linear anomalies (Shiel 1997).

Topography and Geology

Ibstock Quarry is situated to the east of Ibstock on the B591 Leicester Road. The area is
surrounded by previously quarried land and arable fields. Consequently, Ibstock has lost much
of its natural topography due to man-made ground levelling and development, with only minor
topographic expressions present throughout.

The proposed quarry extension lies on a relatively even plateau which gradually rises from 146-
148m AOD to the north and south to create a shallow peak towards the centre at approximately
149m AOD.

The underlying geology is comprised of clay, siltstone, mudstone and sandstone with superficial
deposits of Diamicton, mid-Pleistocene glaciofluvial and alluvial deposits.
(http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html).

The overlying soils are described as slightly acidic, loamy soils with impeded drainage.
(http://www.landis.org.uk/soilscapes/# ).

Historical and Archaeological Background

Ibstock Quarry and its environs have been the subject of numerous desk-based and
archaeological ground investigations in recent years. A number of these projects have produced
negative results.

A trial trench excavation was undertaken by Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit in
2001, which failed to find any significant archaeological features and only recovered residual
Iron Age pottery.

Subsequent to this, further works were undertaken as part of a planned stream diversion in 2003
by Northamptonshire Archaeology, who excavated a series of trial trenches which uncovered
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3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

3.9

two undated ditches and a medieval/post-medieval furrow (Lewis 2004). Further work in 2003
consisted of a watching brief carried out during the installation of a new Haul Road at the quarry.
No significant archaeological features were observed at this location, although a residual
fragment of Roman pottery and a flint flake were recovered (Griffin 2003).

No archaeological finds or features were encountered during a 2004 watching brief on a stream
culvert excavation undertaken again by Northamptonshire Archaeology (Westgarth 2004).

In September 2011, Northamptonshire Archaeology returned to the Ibstock Quarry site to
conduct a watching brief on the soil strip of the Phase 2 extension, which uncovered the remains
of a 20th century colliery building which had been demolished by ¢.1960. No other significant
archaeological finds or features were found associated with the Phase 2 quarry extension
programme (Wolfram-Murray 2011).

In September 2014, T&PA was commissioned to carry out a watching brief on soil stripping at
the northern extent of the Phase 3 quarry extension. No archaeological remains were
encountered (Winfer 2014).

Further investigations were carried out by T&PA in September 2015 at Ravenstone Road,
Ibstock, preceding the construction of a new pipe route and balancing pond. Mitigation at
Ravenstone Road encountered extensive evidence of late 3rd and 4th century Roman
agricultural or animal management enclosures as well as a Roman kiln which proved to be a
site of pottery production for Derbyshire Ware (Poole 2017).

In September 2016, a watching brief during topsoil stripping at the Phase 3 quarry extension
was undertaken by T&PA. The watching brief identified potentially significant archaeological
features of Romano-British date (Owen and Malone 2017).

Following these findings, a further programme of archaeological excavation was required by the
LCC. This was carried out in October/November 2016 by TPA. The excavation revealed a series
of rectilinear features which may have served as stock management enclosures and field
boundaries. These features yielded 1st and 2nd century Roman and Romano-British pottery.
Three fire pits were also identified, initially thought to relate to the same phase of activity at the
site, but were subsequently C14-dated to the early post-medieval period (Owen and Malone
2017).

4  Aims and Obijectives

4.1

4.2

The objectives of the archaeological watching brief were to identify the presence of any
archaeological remains to be affected by any intrusive aspects of the development, and to
achieve an appropriate level of preservation by record. Where practical within the constraints of
the watching brief and development, this included an assessment of the overall extent, date and
state of preservation.

Any archaeological remains encountered during the archaeological watching brief presented an
opportunity to address research questions as set out in the East Midlands Heritage Research
Agenda (Knight et al. 2012)

©Trent & Peak Archaeology 2018 8



5 Regional Research Agenda

5.1

5.2

5.3

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

6.6

The East Midlands Historic Environment Research Framework (EMHERF) Interactive Digital
Resource http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/researchframeworks/eastmidlands/wiki/ hosts a
digitised version of Knight, D., Vyner, B. and Allen, C.’s (2012) East Midlands Heritage and
Updated Research Agenda and Strategy for the Historic Environment of the East Midlands.

Any evidence uncovered by the investigations should be considered with the guidance provided
by the framework in mind. If the evidence significantly contributes to a research question raised
by the framework, this should be stated in the final report and the website may, at the
appropriate time, be used to feed this information back via the interactive commenting facility.
This allows for the research framework to develop over time and remain relevant.

The following research questions were of particular significance to this project:

Romano-British (AD 43-c.410)

5.4 Rural Settlement Patterns and Landscapes

3. How did rural settlements relate to each other and to towns and military sites,
and how may this have varied regionally and over time?

4. How did field and boundary systems relate to earlier systems of land
allotment, and how did these boundary networks develop over time?

Methodology

All ground works with the potential to negatively impact on sub-surface archaeological remains
was be subject to continuous archaeological monitoring by a qualified archaeological
supervisor. All ground investigations were carried out in accordance with the relevant CIfA
guidelines (CIfA 2014).

Prior to the commencement of excavation, the development area was scanned with a CAT
scanner to locate any services that may not be shown on services plans supplied by the client.

The principal contractor ensured the use of a toothless ditching bucket during machine
excavation so that a clean surface could be exposed and the attendant archaeologist could
inspect the deposits revealed.

Topsoil was excavated using a 360° tracked excavator fitted with a toothless ditching bucket.
Excavation was carried out under continuous archaeological supervision and continued to either
the first archaeological horizon or the natural substratum if archaeological remains were not
present.

The site boundary and the presence of archaeological features were located using a Leica
System 1200 GPS.

All excavations were recorded at an appropriate scale by GPS survey, measured drawing and
photography. The features and deposits investigated by hand excavation were recorded on

©Trent & Peak Archaeology 2018 9
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individual context recording sheets. Sections of excavated features were also recorded (at a
scale of 1:20). Spot heights were recorded relative to the Ordinance Datum.

All works were carried out in accordance with an approved Written Scheme of Investigation
prepared by Trent & Peak Archaeology (Collins 2018) and the Chartered Institute for
Archaeologists' (CIfA) Standard and Guidance for an Archaeological Watching Brief (CIfA
2014b).

Results

The site lies adjacent to an area of high archaeological potential, in which evidence for rural
Romano-British occupational activity was identified (Owen and Malone 2017). Topsoil stripping
was undertaken across an approximate 4.45Ha block of land immediately east of the current
permitted quarry and previous archaeological works (Figure 2-3).

In October 2018, monitoring was conducted on an additional 2.4ha strip of land to the eastern
edge of the site (Figure 3).

Monitored topsoil stripping was sought to ascertain the potential for archaeological finds,
features or deposits associated with a possible extension of Romano-British — Post-Medieval
activity.

No archaeological finds, features or deposits were observed during the course of this watching
brief.

Stratigraphy

Where identified, stratigraphy across the site comprised superficial deposits of natural brown
clay and mudstone (002). This was overlain by a ¢.0.2-0.3m thick deposit of brownish-grey silt
clay cultivated topsoil (001) which was consistent across the site.

Circular ceramic field drains cut (Plate 2) were observed crossing the site oriented
approximately north north-west by south south-east within the northern most portion of the site.
Less frequently, ceramic field drains were also observed following an east by west alignment.

An extant hedge line dividing plots of land north and south of the PDA was removed as part of
these works (Plate 3).

Conclusion

Topsoil stripping was monitored by a suitably qualified archaeologist from Trent & Peak
Archaeology. Mid brownish-grey silt clay topsoil was observed up to 0.2-0.3m thick overlying
firm mid brown natural clay. Ceramic field drains ran across the site towards the north of the
current site boundary. No archaeological finds, features or deposits were observed.

Monitoring of the topsoil stripping of this site recovered little in the way of direct archaeological
evidence, however it did clarify the nature of the deposit sequence in the area.

©Trent & Peak Archaeology 2018 10
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10  Context Register
Context | Category Description Date
001 Layer Cultivated topsoil Modern
002 Layer Natural brown clay Undated
11 Figures
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12 Plates

Plate 1: Overview of the stripped area

Plate 2: Ceramic field drains uncovered to the north of the stripped area



Plate 3: Modern hedge line; removed as part of these works



Appendix 1: Index of Archive and Arrangements for Deposition

Field Records Description Number
Watching brief record | Record of visit and work carried 15
sheets out
Context register Register of context numbers 1
and descriptions
Context sheets Record of features and 2
deposits
Photo record sheet Record of photographs taken 1
Digital photographs All views 145
Site drawings Plan and section of site 0
Documents Description Number
Written scheme of | Statement of the aims, 1
investigation objectives and methodology for
the project.
Health & Safety Safe working statement & risk 1
assessment
Report to client Report of findings of the 2
watching brief.
Find Description Number
Nil Nil 0

The site archive is currently held at the offices of Trent & Peak Archaeology, Unit 1, Holly Lane, Chilwell,
Nottingham, NG9 4AB.
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