ARCHAEOLOGICAL MONITORING OF
GEOTECHNICAL GROUND
INVESTIGATIONS BETWEEN
STAPLEFORD AND BABRAHAM,
CAMBRIDGESHIRE

SUMMARY REPORT

JANUARY 2012



ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF ON GEOTECHNICAL
GROUND INVESTIGATIONS BETWEEN STAPLEFORD AND
BABRAHAM, CAMBRIDGESHIRE: SUMMARY REPORT

Site Code: CSMS 12

Report Number: R11159

HER Event Number: ECB3717
Written by Christopher Montague
Project Manager: Mark Hinman
Commissioning Client: Mouchel
Contractor:

Pre-Construct Archaeology

7 Granta Terrace

Stapleford

Cambridgeshire

CB22 4PF

Tel: 01223 845522
Mob: 07887530153

Email: mhinman@pre-construct.com

Website: www.pre-construct.com

© Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited
January 2012

© The material contained herein is and remains the sole property of Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited and is not for
publication to third parties without prior consent. Whilst every effort has been made to provide detailed and accurate information,
Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited cannot be held responsible for errors or inaccuracies herein contained.


mailto:mhinman@pre-construct.com
http://www.pre-construct.com/

AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF ON GEOTECHNICAL GROUND INVESTIGATIONS BETWEEN STAPLEFORD
AND BABRAHAM, CAMBRIDGESHIRE: SUMMARY REPORT

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

2.1

2.2

INTRODUCTION

PCA Central was commissioned by Mouchel to undertake an archaeological
watching brief of 9 geotechnical pits prior to the laying of a water pipe between

Stapleford and Babraham in Cambridgeshire.

The archaeological background to this work and the methodology followed
during this watching brief are detailed in the WSI prepared by Mark Hinman
(2012).

The watching brief monitored and recorded 9 geotechnical test pits along the
proposed route of the Stapleford to Babraham pipeline. The work was carried
out on the 17th January 2012.

The route of the proposed pipeline extends for roughly 2.5km from the junction
of Gog Magog Way and Haverhill Road on the north eastern extent of the
vilage of Stapleford (TL 5478/2521) eastwards towards Babraham to a
pumping station (TL 5504/2516) accessed via the A1307.

The test pits measured 2.5m x 1.5m. The depth of the test pits varied between

approximately 0.30 and 0.90m deep.

DEPOSIT SUMMARY

Test Pit 3 contained a small pit or posthole [18], circular in plan, diameter 0.50m
and 0.25m deep. Two narrow (0.20m wide) parallel linear plough marks ([14] &

[16]) were also recorded. No finds were recovered from these features.

Test Pit 7 contained an irregular glacial feature in the northeast corner of test pit
which measured 0.50m x 0.30m x 0.10m (depth).
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2.3 Test Pit 8 contained two natural tree bowls [21] & [24]. These features
measured 0.80m x 0.50m x 0.10m (depth) and 0.50m x 0.30m x 0.10m (depth)

respectively.

2.4 The other test pits did not contain archaeological features. The following table
provides depths measured below ground level (BGL) in metres of topsoil
(plough soil), subsoail (if present) and the chalk natural recorded in the 9 test
pits.

Test Context | Depth | Comments
Pit m BGL
10 0.00 Plough soll

11 0.28 Subsoil

12 0.86 Chalk natural

10 0.00 Plough soll

11 0.20 Subsoil

12 0.90 Chalk natural

10 0.00 Plough soll

12 0.36 Weathered chalk
12 0.51 Chalk natural

10 0.00 Plough soll

12 0.30 Weathered chalk
12 0.40 Chalk natural

10 0.00 Plough soll

11 0.20 Subsoil

12 0.35 Chalk natural

10 0.00 Plough soll

12 0.25 Weathered chalk
12 0.35 Chalk natural

10 0.00 Plough soll

11 0.15 Subsoil

12 0.53 Chalk natural

10 0.00 Plough soll

11 0.15 Subsoil

12 0.53 Chalk natural

10 0.00 Plough soll

12 0.35 Weathered chalk
12 0.45 Chalk natural

O O OO NN NI BDRIWWWININN =~




AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF ON GEOTECHNICAL GROUND INVESTIGATIONS BETWEEN STAPLEFORD
AND BABRAHAM, CAMBRIDGESHIRE: SUMMARY REPORT

APPENDIX 1: PHOTOGRAPHS

Route of the proposed pipeline looking west

Excavation of Test Pit

P
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Test Pit 3 Feature [8] Plough marks [14] & [16]
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Test Pit 8 with excavated natural feature [24] and natural chalk [12]
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APPENDIX 2: OASIS FORM
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