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ABSTRACT 
 

 

This document details the results of an archaeological trial trench 

evaluation at Wymondham, Norfolk. The work was commissioned by 

CgMs on behalf of Goff Petroleum to assess the archaeological 

implications of development of land at the Goff Petroleum Site, 

Wymondham, Norfolk. The work comprised eight archaeological 

evaluation trenches totalling 185 m. Three parallel probable post-

medieval ditches were identified in Trenches 1 and 2. These may 

represent a former field boundary or hedgerow, with an accompanying 

drainage ditch. No archaeological finds were recovered from the fill of 

these features. No archaeological finds or features were recorded in 

the other evaluation trenches. The proposed development at the Goff 

Petroleum would have, at most, a negligible archaeological impact. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 This document details the results of an archaeological trial trench 

evaluation at Wymondham, Norfolk. The work was commissioned by 

CgMs Consulting on behalf of Goff Petroleum to assess the 

archaeological significance of development of land at the Goff 

Petroleum Site, Wymondham, Norfolk in advance of a planning 

application. Background information can be found in the WSI prepared 

by CgMs (Meager 2012). 

 

1.2 The site is centred at TG129 007. The site lies to the south of Stanfield 

Road Wymondham Norfolk and currently comprises open farmland 

level at c.37-43m AOD (see Figure 1). British Geological Survey Sheet 

161 (Norwich: 1975), shows that the underlying geology of the study 

site comprises gravels. 

 

1.3 The work was carried out on the 15th and 16th May 2012 and 

comprised the excavation and recording of eight archaeological 

evaluation trenches, measuring 1.8m wide. Trenches 1 to 5 were 20m 

in length, Trench 6, 7 & 8 measured 15m, 40m and 30m respectively. A 

total 185m of trenching was evaluated. 
 

1.4 Three parallel, undated, probable post-medieval ditches were identified 

in Trenches 1 and 2. These may represent a former field boundary with 

an accompanying drainage ditch. No archaeological finds were 

recovered from the fills of these features. No archaeological finds or 

features were recorded in the other six evaluation trenches. The 

proposed development at the Goff Petroleum would have, at most, a 

negligible archaeological impact. 
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2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY   
 

 

2.1 The methodology followed during this evaluation is detailed in the 

Method Statement (Hinman 2012).     

 

2.2 The eight trenches were set out using a Leica 1200 rover unit following 

the trench location plan in the Written Scheme of Investigation 

produced by CgMs (Meager 2012 – see Figure 4). The trenches were 

CAT scanned prior to excavation.  
 

2.3 The ground reduction was carried out using a tracked 360 type 

machine with a toothless ditching bucket. Topsoil and subsoil deposits 

were removed in spits down to the level of the clean natural where 

potential archaeological features could be observed and recorded.    

 

2.4 OD heights and trench locations were recorded using a Leica 1200 

GPS rover unit. 
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3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL SEQUENCE  
 

3.1 Trenches 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 contained no archaeological finds or 

features. 
 

3.2 The top of natural sandy gravels and clays (23) were recorded at an 

average depth of 0.50m below ground level. The natural deposits were 

overlain by poorly developed sandy subsoil (22). The subsoil was 

overlain by agricultural topsoil (21). 
 

3.3 Trench 1 contained two parallel NE-SW orientated ditches (see Figure 

2). The largest of these [14] was 1.80m wide, while the smaller ditch 

[12] measured 1.0m in width. It was not possible to excavate ditches in 

Trench 1 because of the rapid inundation of ground water (see Plate 

14). Ditches [12] and [14] were cut from immediately below the plough 

soil [21]. 

  

3.4 Three NE-SW ditches [16], [18] and [20] aligned with those in Trench 1 

were excavated in Trench 2 (See Figure 2). They were cut from 

immediately below the topsoil. Ditch [16] which measured 1.8m across 

and 0.40m deep appears to be the same ditch as [14]. Ditches [18] and 

[20] were narrower and shallower c. 0.20m and possibly converge to 

the northeast as ditch [12] in Trench 1. The fills of these features (15), 

(17) & (19) were dark-brown silty-gravels. Ditches [18] and [20] 

contained occasional rotted root fragments. No finds were recovered 

from the excavation of ditches in Trench 2. 
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4 CONCLUSION 
 

4.1 Three parallel undated, probable post-medieval ditches were identified 

in Trenches 1 and 2. No archaeological finds were recovered from the 

fills of these features. No archaeological finds or features were 

recorded in the other six evaluation trenches. 
 

4.2 Ditch [14]/[16] probably represents a post-medieval drainage ditch 

and/or former field boundary. Ditches [12], [18] and [20] run parallel to 

the larger ditch and possibly represent the line of a former hedgerow or 

merely shallower drainage ditches. The extent to which the now 

dismantled railway affected the parcelling of land at the site is 

unknown.  
 

4.3 This scarcity of archaeological features, aside from probable post-

medieval drainage ditches, is attributed to the topographic position of 

the site on low lying marshy ground on or near the floodplain of the 

River Tiffey to the south. 
 

4.4 The proposed development at the Goff Petroleum site would have, at 

most, a negligible archaeological impact. 
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APPENDIX 1: CONTEXT REGISTER 

 

Context Cut Type Trench Comments 

1 - Trench 1 Trench 1 

2 - Trench 2 Trench 2 

3 - Trench 3 Trench 3 

4 - Trench 4 Trench 4 

5 - Trench 5 Trench 5 

6 - Trench 6 Trench 6 

7 - Trench 7 Trench 7 

8 - Trench 8 Trench 8 

11 12 Fill 1 Fill of [12] 

12 12 Cut 1 Cut of ditch 

13 14 Fill 1 Fill of ditch [14] 

14 14 Cut 1 Cut of ditch [14] 

15 16 Fill 2 Fill of ditch [16] 

16 16 Cut 2 Cut of ditch [16] 

17 18 Fill 2 Fill of ditch [18] 

18 18 Cut 2 Cut of ditch [18] 

19 20 Fill 2 Fill of ditch [20] 

20 20 Cut 2 Cut of ditch [20] 

21 - Layer  1-8 Topsoil/Plough soil 

22 - Layer 1-8 Subsoil 

23 - Layer 1-8 Natural clay and sandy gravels 
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APPENDIX 2: DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 
Plate 1. Trench 1 with Ditch [14] and [12] being exposed. View NE. 

 

 
Plate 2. Trench 1 View NW showing ditches [12] & [14]. 
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Plate 3. Trench 2. Ditches [16], [18] and [20] running across trench beyond scale. View NE. 

 
 

 

 
Plate 4. Trench 2. Ditches [16], [18] and [20]. View N. 
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Plate 5. Trench 3. View SW. 

 

 

 
Plate 6. Trench 4. View NW. 
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Plate 7.Trench 5. View S. 

 

 
Plate 8. Trench 6. View E. 
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Plate 9. Trench 7. View NE.  

 

 

 
Plate 10. Trench 8. View NE. 
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Plate 11. Trench 2. Bailing Ditch [16]. View SW.  

 

 
Plate 12. Trench 2. Left to right. Ditches [18], [20] and [16]. View SW. 
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Plate 13. Trench 2. Ditch [16]. View SW. 

 

 
Plate 14. Trench 1 filling with ground water. View NW. 
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