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1 ABSTRACT 
 

1.1 This document details the results of a trial trench evaluation and 

Monitoring exercise commissioned by Mouchel on behalf of Cambridge 

Water Company at key points along the proposed route of the Euston 

waste water main. 

 

1.2 The evaluation involved the cutting of five 2m long machine excavated 

trial trenches between the 19th and 21st September 2012. No 

archaeological finds or features were observed in any of these trenches 

although due to the limited depth of the trenches the underlying natural 

geology was only exposed in trenches 4 and 5.  

 

1.3 Additional monitoring works were carried out on the line of the pipe 

trench where this crossed Castle Park, adjacent to Castle St, less than 

200m north of Thetford Castle at Thetford. This work was carried out 

between the 15th October and the 15th November 2012. No 

archaeology was encountered despite the sensitive location of these 

parts of the pipeline.  The park at this location had clearly been 

subjected to quite extensive landscaping in the modern period. 
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2 INTRODUCTION 
 

2.1 A new wastewater main will be constructed to serve the nitrate 

reduction facility at Euston Pumping Station. The total length of the 

proposed route is 5.1km which crosses the counties of both Norfolk 

and Suffolk.  

 

2.2 Known heritage assets throughout the area of the proposed scheme 

indicated that the area has a high archaeological potential, dating in 

particular to the prehistoric, saxon and medieval periods. 
 

2.3 The Archaeological Officer at Suffolk County Council requested a 

programme of archaeological trial trenching to evaluate the potential 

impacts on archaeological remains.  
 

2.4 The evaluation and monitoring was commissioned by Mouchel on 

behalf of the Cambridge Water Company.  The works were carried out 

by Jan Januelewicz of Pre-Construct Archaeology to a Written Scheme 

of Investigation prepared by Mouchel (Watson and Randell, 2012). 
 

2.5  The evaluation involved the cutting of five 2m long machine excavated 

trial trenches between the 19th and 21st September 2012. Additional 

monitoring works were carried out on the line of the pipe trench where 

this crossed Castle Park, adjacent to Castle St, less than 200m north of 

Thetford Castle at Thetford. This work was carried out between the 

15th October and the 15th November 2012. 
 

2.6 A risk assessment for the watching brief was prepared by Mark Hinman 

of Pre-Construct Archaeology and supplied to the principal contractor, 

(The Cambridge Water Company).  
 

2.7 The archaeological work, site code EUN038, targeted a number of 

areas along the route of the proposed water main (See Appendix 4). 

The principal aim of the archaeological evaluation was to determine as 

far as reasonably possible, the location, extent, date, character, 
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condition, significance and quality of any surviving archaeological 

remains at each of the 5 key locations selected for tunnelling. The 

archaeological and historical background to the study corridor is 

detailed in Suffolk County Council SMR records (SMR numbers-

EUN001 MSF7185 and EUN017 MSF12661). 

 

2.8 The geology and topography of the study corridor is characterised by 

alluvial sands associated with the floodplain of the River Lark, overlying 

cretaceous chalk with a subsoil of sandy soil and thin sand.  

 

2.9 The trial trenches monitored by PCA all measured 1.6m wide x 2m long 

and a maximum of 1m deep. The pits were excavated with a JCB 

mechanical excavator using a 1.6m toothless ditching bucket under the 

supervision of the geotechnical contractor Forkers.  
 

2.10 No archaeological finds or features were observed although due to the 

limited depth of the trenches the underlying natural geology was only 

exposed in trenches 4 and 5 

2.11 The path of the pipeline adjacent to Castle Street was cut to a width of 

0.40m using a mechanical excavator.  Made Ground containing 

modern building materials was observed along the route to a depth of 

up to 1.8m.  
 

3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY   
 

3.1 The stratigraphy of the each evaluation trench was recorded. The 

excavations were photographed. Depths of deposits were recorded 

below ground level. A daily record of the monitoring was kept. 

 

3.2 OD heights of deposits in each of the test pits were recorded by the 

author using a Leica 1200 GPS rover unit. 
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4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL SEQUENCE  
 

4.1 All trial trenches were 1.6m wide x 2m long x and a maximum of 1m 

deep. No archaeological finds or features were present in any of the 

five trenches monitored by PCA.  
 

4.2 Trench 1: The trench fill consisted entirely of recently deposited made 

ground sealed by the turf line subsoil to a total depth of 1m. Ground 

level was at 11.60m AOD 

 

4.3 Trench 2: The trench fill consisted of 0.35m mid brown silty sandy 

topsoil over 0.49m a mid- light brown silty sand subsoil to a total depth 

of 0.84m. Patches of the underlying natural chalky gravel were visible 

at 15.63m AOD.  Ground level was at 16.47m AOD. 

 

4.4 Trench 3: The trench fill to a depth of 1m consisted entirely of made 

ground sealed by the turf line. Ground level was at 11.55m AOD. 
 

4.5 Trench 4: The trench fill consisted of 0.48m mid brown silty sandy 

topsoil containing  fragments of modern brick over 0.44m a dark brown 

silty sand subsoil to a total depth of 0.92m. The underlying natural 

chalk was present at 14.02m AOD. Ground level was at 15m AOD. 
 

4.6 Trench 5:  The trench fill consisted of 0.28m mid brown silty sandy 

topsoil over 0.70m of a mid-dark brown silty sand subsoil to a total 

depth of 0.98m. The underlying natural chalk was present at 10.53m 

AOD. Ground level was at 11.51m AOD. 
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5 CONCLUSION  
 

5.1 No archaeological finds or features were encountered in any of the 

evaluation trenches or observed at any time during the subsequent 

monitoring works. In part this was perhaps due to the small size of the 

trenches and in the main by the presence of modern made ground 

deposits along the route of the pipeline adjacent to Castle Street. This 

made ground was observed to the maximum depth of excavations in 

Trenches 1 and 3.  

 
 

    

     



An Archaeological Evaluation and Monitoring At Euston Waste Water Main 

 

8 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

6.1 PCA would like to thank Mouchel for commissioning this evaluation and 

providing the trench location figures. The author would like to thank 

Forkers their helpful cooperation during this watching brief evaluation. 

 

6.2 In addition, the author would like to thank Mark Hinman for project 

management and editing. 
 

 



An Archaeological Evaluation and Monitoring At Euston Waste Water Main 

 

9 
 

APPENDIX 1: CONTEXT REGISTER 
 

Context Trench Description Type 

1 1 Trench 1 Cut 

2 2 Trench 2 Cut 

3 3 Trench 3 Cut 

4 4 Trench 4 Cut 

5 5 Trench 5 Cut 

6 1 Brown silty sand Topsoil 

7 1 Loose yellow/brown silty sand Subsoil 
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APPENDIX 2: DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHS  

 
Figure 1: Trench1 

 
Figure 2: Trench 2 
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Figure 3: Trench 3 
 

 
Figure 4: Trench 4 
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Figure 5: Trench 5 

 
Figure 6: Pipeline Monitoring 
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APPENDIX 4: TRENCH LOCATION 
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