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ABSTRACT 
 

An archaeological excavation was undertaken by Pre-Construct Archaeology at Mills 

Meadow Residential Home, Fore Street, Framlingham, Suffolk (NGR TM 28638 63332) in 

connection with the construction of a new care home. The work was commissioned by 

Castleoak and was undertaken between the 26th and 28th November 2013. The excavation 

was carried out in response to archaeological remains of Roman date being uncovered 

during a prior trial trench evaluation of the site. The excavation revealed a series of 

regularly-spaced parallel linear ditches aligned north-west to south-east and containing 

pottery of 1st- to 3rd-century AD date.  The ditches form part of an organised field system and 

are likely to relate to a form of cultivation on the local clay soil.  The excavation area 

survives as a small parcel of land within the development area; the remainder of the site  

shows signs of widespread truncation associated with terracing for the modern buildings on 

the site.  Evidence for late post-medieval and modern drainage was also seen within the 

excavation area; these remains are likely to relate to the school buildings predating the 

existing residential home.    
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This document reports the results of a programme of archaeological excavation undertaken at 

Mills Meadow residential home, Fore Street, Framlingham, Suffolk (Ordnance Survey National 

Grid Reference (NGR) TM 28638 63332; Figures 1 and 2).  This work was carried out 

between the 26th and 28th November 2013, and was commissioned by AKA Planning on 

behalf of Castleoak, in advance of proposed redevelopment of the existing care facilities.   

1.2 The Mill Meadows site presently comprises a large modern single-storey residential care 

facility with gardens/grassed areas located to the east and west of the home, which occupies 

a roughly central position. Fairfield Road forms the western boundary of the site and the rear 

gardens of a modern housing development, The Knoll, are located along its southern 

boundary. The site is located c. 200m south-east of the town centre of Framlingham, on the 

south side of Fore Street. The development area measures approximately 9900m², the 

excavation area 500m².   

1.3 An archaeological desk-based assessment established that the site was open fields until its 

development as the Mills Grammar School for Girls during the early 20th century.  The school 

gradually grew in size, particularly following World War II, until it closed in 1979 and was 

replaced by the present buildings during the 1980s (Garwood 2013).  

1.4 A written scheme of investigation (WSI) for an archaeological trial trench evaluation within the 

proposed development area was prepared by Mark Hinman of Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd 

(August 2013), in response to a brief issued by Rachel Monk of Suffolk County Council 

Archaeological Service (August 2013, Planning Application C/13/0192).    

1.5 The brief highlighted that the development area is within the medieval core of Framlingham 

(Suffolk HER FML052), in an area of high archaeological interest and potential. 

1.6 The trial trench evaluation of the site consisted of a single 39m trench located in the east of 

the site (Anderson 2013).  This identified four ditches, one of which contained Romano-British 

(1st- to 3rd-century AD) pottery, and two of which shared the same north-west to south-east 

alignment as this ditch and were therefore potentially also of Roman date.  The fourth ditch 

contained burnt flint suggestive of a prehistoric date.  Based on the results of the evaluation, 

the Suffolk County Council Historic Environment Officer advised that further archaeological 

work, comprising an archaeological excavation, would be required in the vicinity of Trench 1.         

1.7 The work reported upon here was designed to preserve by record any archaeological remains 

present within the excavation area and to contribute to an understanding of the character, 

condition, date and extent of any such remains, as well as providing a comprehensive 

appraisal of the significance of those remains within a local, regional and national context, as 

appropriate.  This has been achieved through the recording of four ditches, at least two of 

which are certainly Romano-British in date, while two others are likely to be Romano-British.   

The project results are of local interest and significance. 
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2 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY 

2.1 The text from the following two sections is drawn from the evaluation report (Anderson 2013). 

2.2 The underlying bedrock of the site comprises sands of the Crag Group, sedimentary bedrock 

made up of a suite of marine and estuarine sands, gravels, silts and clays. This is overlain by 

superficial deposits of the Lowestoft Formation (Diamicton), an extensive sheet of chalky till 

with outwash sands and gravels, silts and clays, characterised by its chalk and flint content 

(BGS Online Viewer 2012). 

2.3 The site of the present care home buildings is terraced into the natural slope of the river valley 

which falls away from east to west, and to a lesser extent to the south-west, down to the River 

Ore.  This slope generally follows the fall of Fore Street but is more pronounced within the site 

boundary as it drops away considerably down to Fairfield Road from west side of the care 

home. To the east of the care home, and in the phase 1 development area, only a narrow 

wedge of land remains unaffected by later terracing.  This area along the eastern site 

boundary (measuring approximately 5m wide in the north to 14m in the south) remains at the 

same height as the land level of the adjacent plots (the Telephone Exchange and Cemetery) 

but is terraced away to its west, down to the level of the care home and adjacent car parking 

area.  The site also falls away to the south from the level of Fore Street and down to the level 

of the care home buildings. This grading was partly created to facilitate vehicle access from 

Fore Street.  An area of private car-parking (outside the development) is situated along the 

northern boundary. A modern wildlife pond is located within the south-eastern corner of the 

site and in an area which had been reduced through terracing.   

2.4 The topsoil had an average depth of 0.17m across the site, and capped a deposit of subsoil, 

measuring up to 0.23m deep. This subsoil comprised a very firm orangey red/brown silty clay, 

with rare chalk flecks.  The top of the undisturbed geological deposits (referred to here as 

‘natural’) was recorded at a maximum depth of 0.41m below modern ground level. 



Archaeological Excavation At Mills Meadow Residential Home, Fore Street, Framlingham, Suffolk, IP13 9DF  
©Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited, December 2013 
 

 

PCA Report Number: R11588       Page 6 of 22 

 

3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

3.1 Suffolk County Council (henceforth SCC) maintains a database of known sites of 

archaeological or historical significance known as the Suffolk Historic Environment Record 

(HER).  Numerous HER records exist for the area surrounding the current site and the most 

significant are summarised below.  The full set of results from the HER search of the area 

around the site are detailed in the desk-based assessment (Garwood 2013). 

3.2 Evidence for prehistoric activity is limited to a redeposited Mesolithic arrowhead (HER FML 

025, MSF19108) and redeposited Neolithic material recovered during an archaeological 

evaluation in Church Street (HER FML 039, MSF3330). 

3.3 Three known sites and find-spots associated with the Roman period are present within c. 1km 

of the site, two of which comprise redeposited Romano-British material occurring within later 

contexts.  Roman pottery sherds have been found on land off New Road (HER FML 025, 

MSF19109) and Roman pottery has also been recovered during an archaeological evaluation 

in Church Street (HER FML 039, MSF3330).  A Roman Iron stylus was found by a metal 

detectorist at Framlingham Castle (HER FML 001, MSF 16349).    

3.4 The town of Framlingham (HER FML 052, MSF 23904) is rich in historic buildings and 

monuments from the medieval period.  The most significant of these is the scheduled 12th-

century Framlingham Castle and associated earthworks (HER FML 001, MSF 3149).  In 

addition to the castle, the church of St Michael is also medieval (HER FML 009, MSF 1674), 

along with the historic core of the settlement, focused around the church, Market Hill, and the 

Mere to the north-west of the castle.  

3.5 Taken together, these known and previously-recorded sites and finds suggested that the 

current site had moderate to high potential to contain medieval and/ or Roman archaeological 

remains. 
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4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY 

4.1 The ground reduction during the excavation was carried out under archaeological supervision 

using a 360° mechanical excavator fitted with a 2m wide toothless ditching bucket. Topsoil 

and subsoil deposits were removed in spits down to the level of the undisturbed geological 

deposits where potential archaeological features could be observed and recorded.  Stripped 

topsoil and subsoil were removed from the site. 

4.2 Subsequent to the evaluation phase of the fieldwork, an area was agreed to be stripped to 

further reveal remains seen within the evaluation trench.  A sufficient area was stripped to 

characterise the archaeological remains (Plate 1).  

4.3 The limits of excavations, heights above ordnance datum (m OD), and the locations of 

archaeological features and interventions were recorded using a combination of hand 

measurements and a Leica 1200 GPS rover unit with RTK differential correction, giving three 

dimensional accuracy of 20mm or less. 

4.4 Deposits or the removal of deposits judged by the excavating archaeologist to constitute 

individual events were each assigned a unique record number (often referred to within British 

archaeology as ‘context numbers’) and recorded on individual pre-printed forms.  

Archaeological events recognised by the deposition of material are signified in this report by 

round brackets (thus), whilst events constituting the removal of deposits are referred to here 

as ‘cuts’ and signified by square brackets [thus].  The record numbers assigned to cuts and 

deposits are entirely arbitrary and in no way reflect the chronological order in which events 

took place.  Artefacts recovered during excavation were assigned to the record number of the 

deposit from which they were retrieved. 

4.5 Metal detecting was carried out during the stripping operation and archaeological features and 

spoil heaps scanned by metal detector periodically. Only objects of modern date were found, 

and were not retained for accession.  

4.6 High resolution digital photographs were taken throughout the fieldwork (see Plates 1-3), and 

were used to keep a record of the excavation process. 
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5 RESULTS 

5.1 The results presented below describe the identified archaeological features from south-west 

to north-east. 

5.2 A total of four ditches were uncovered during the excavation (Figures 3 and 4), three of which 

were identified during the prior evaluation as Ditches [101], [102] and [104].  The four ditches 

were all orientated on the same north-west to south-east alignment. The ditches were 

regularly spaced approximately 5m apart, although the exact distances between ditches 

varied slightly.    

5.3 The ditch not previously identified in the evaluation trench, [119], was located in the south-

west corner of the excavation area (Plate 2).  A single slot was excavated through the ditch, 

which measured 0.63m in width and 0.19m in depth, with a steep-sided concave profile 

(Figure 4).  The ditch contained a single backfill (120), comprising mid yellowish-brown silty 

clay, which contained two sherds of 1st- to 3rd-century AD Roman pottery.   

5.4 The remaining three ditches had been identified within the evaluation trench.  A further slot 

was excavated through each of the three ditches: [113] (=(104)), [115] (=(102)), and [117] 

(=(101)).  Ditch [113] was the south-westernmost of the three ditches and appeared to be a 

continuation of Ditch [104]. The ditch measured 0.33m in width and 0.1m in depth and 

contained a single backfill (114): a reddish-brown silty clay which contained no finds. The 

ditch was on the same north-west to south east alignment as Ditch [119], separated by an 

approximately 6m spacing.  

5.5 The evaluation identified a ditch [103] positioned on a north-east to south-west alignment and 

cut by Ditch [102], but no evidence of [103] was seen on either side of the evaluation trench 

and it is presumed that the ditch was in fact an earlier pit, possibly of prehistoric date as the 

only finds present comprised a small assemblage of burnt flint.  A further slot [115] was 

excavated within the continuation of Ditch [102].  This slot measured 0.62m in width and 

0.07m in depth. The ditch contained a single fill (116), a mid-yellowish brown silty clay, from 

which potsherds of Roman date were recovered during the evaluation.    

5.6 The next ditch within the field system was seen approximately 5m to the north-east, again 

orientated on the same north-west to south-east alignment.  The ditch [117] (Plate 3) was a 

continuation of Ditch [101] recorded during the evaluation.  The ditch measured 0.64m in 

width and 0.20m in depth and contained a single fill (118), a dark yellowish-brown silty clay 

from which a single abraded sherd of undiagnostic Roman pottery was collected as a surface 

find.            
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6 CONCLUSIONS 

6.1 The ditches were not consistent in dimensions and morphology along their lengths, with 

variations in width, and presumably depth, possibly due to later truncation or just variations in 

the natural topography.  It is, however, highly likely that the ditches form part of a wider field 

system of contemporary ditches.  The field system consisted of relatively regularly-spaced 

parallel linear ditches.  Examples of similar Roman field systems have been seen across the 

eastern region and are commonly situated on claylands.  A similar example within Suffolk can 

be seen at Cedars Park, Stowmarket (Nicholson and Woolhouse in prep).  Further examples 

can be seen on the clayland landscape east of St Neots, Cambridgeshire, at Loves Farm 

(Hinman in press) and Wintringham Park (Phillips 2009).  

6.2 These field systems are usually attributed to some form of cultivation practice, described as 

‘lazy beds’ or a type of vegetable cultivation. The ditches are likely to have assisted in land 

drainage, if this was not their primary function. They are generally accepted as Roman in 

date, which appears to be consistent with the field systems seen within this site.  It is 

therefore likely that the findings of this site represent a small window onto a Roman field 

system which would have likely spread across a wider area to the south of Framlingham. The 

pit [103] may represent a natural tree hollow or possibly relate to an earlier phase of activity 

preceding the Roman agricultural features.  The feature could be more-or-less contemporary 

with the field system, representing tree clearance.      
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APPENDIX 1: CONTEXT INDEX 

Context 

No. 

Cut Type Same 

As 

Description 

101 101 Ditch 117 NW-SE aligned, with shallow sides and a flat base. 0.67m wide 

by 0.16m deep. 

102 102 Ditch 115 NW-SE aligned ditch, 1.08m wide and 0.48m deep. Moderately 

steep sides with a flat base. 

103 103 Ditch - NE-SW aligned. 1.04m wide by 0.28m deep. Steep sides with a 

flat base 

104 104 Ditch 113 NW-SE aligned. 0.66m wide by 0.16m deep. Shallow sides with 

a flat base 

105 101 Ditch 118 Firm orange-brown silty clay with moderate flint and chalk 

inclusions 

106 103 Ditch - Very compacted orange red-brown silty clay with rare to 

occasional small flin inclusions 

107 103 Ditch - Compacted dark grey-brown silty clay with moderate small flint 

inclusions. Small assemblage of burnt flint 

108 103 Ditch - Firm orange-brown clay with occasional flint and chalk inclusions 

109 104 Ditch 114 Firm red/orange-brown silty clay with rare chalk inclusions. 

110 n/a Subsoil - Orange reddish-brown very firm silty clay measuring between 

0.21-0.22m in depth. 

111 102 Ditch 116 Red-brown firm silty clay with moderate to common chalk lumps. 

Two sherds of pottery recovered 

112 102 Ditch - Dark red brown firm silty clay, occasional small flint inclusions. 4 

sherds of pottery 

113 113 Ditch 104 NW-SE aligned, with steep sides and a flat base. 0.33m wide by 

0.1m deep. 

114 113 Ditch 109 Same 109 

115 115 Ditch 102 NW-SE aligned. 0.62m wide by 0.28m deep. Shallow sides with 

a flat base 

116 115 Ditch 111 Same as 111 

117 117 Ditch 101 NW-SE aligned. 0.64m wide by 0.2m deep. Steep sides with a 

flat base 

118 117 Ditch 105 Same as 105. 

119 119 Ditch - NW-SE aligned ditch, 0.63m wide and 0.19m deep. steep sides 

with a flat base. 

120 119 Ditch - Firm yellowish-brown clay with occasional flint and chalk 

inclusions 
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APPENDIX 4: PLATES 

 Plate 1: Excavation area, taken from south-east. 

 

Plate 2: Ditch [119] and 19th Century drain, taken from north-east. 
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Plate 3: Ditch [117], shot taken from south-east. 

 

  



Archaeological Excavation At Mills Meadow Residential Home, Fore Street, Framlingham, Suffolk, IP13 9DF  
©Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited, December 2013 
 

 

PCA Report Number: R11588       Page 22 of 22 

 

APPENDIX 5: EVALUATION REPORT 

 



 

P
   C

   A
 

PRE-CONSTRUCT ARCHAEOLOGY 

MILLS MEADOW RESIDENTIAL 
HOME, FORE STREET, 
FRAMLINGHAM, SUFFOLK, IP13 
9DF 
 
AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
EVALUATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LOCAL PLANNING AUTHORITY: 
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
PLANNING APPLICATION NUMBER:  
C/13/0192/FUL 
PCA REPORT NO: 11484 
 
SITE CODE: FML 076 
 
AUGUST 2013 



PCA Report Number: R11484 
 

MILLS MEADOW RESIDENTIAL HOME, FORE STREET, FRAMLINGHAM, 
SUFFOLK, IP13 9DF 
 
AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION 
 

 
Local Planning Authority:  Suffolk Coastal District Council 
 
Central National Grid Reference: TM 2857 6330 
 
Site Code:    FML 076 
Planning Reference:   C/13/0192/FUL  
 
Report No.    R.11484 
Written and researched by:  Katie Anderson  

August 2013 
 
Project Manager:   Mark Hinman 
 
Commissioning Client:  Castleoak  
 
 
 
Contractor:    Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd 

Central Office 
7 Granta Terrace 
Stapleford 
Cambs, CB22 5DL 
 

Tel:      01223 845522 
Fax:      01223 845522 
E-mail:     mhinman@pre-construct.com 
Website:    www.pre-construct.com 
 
 

 

 

©Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd 

August 2013 

The material contained herein is and remains the sole property of Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd and is not for publication to 

third parties without prior consent. Whilst every effort has been made to provide detailed and accurate information, Pre-

Construct Archaeology Ltd cannot be held responsible for errors or inaccuracies herein contained. 



Mills Meadow Residential Home, Fore Street, Framlingham, Suffolk, IP13 9DF, An Archaeological Evaluation 
©Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited, August 2013 

 

PCA Report Number: R11484      Page 2 of 24 

 

Contents 

1 INTRODUCTION ............................................................................................................................. 4 

2 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY ................................................................................................... 5 

3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND ............................................................ 6 

4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY ......................................................................................... 7 

5 RESULTS ........................................................................................................................................ 8 

6 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ............................................................................... 9 

7 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ............................................................................................................. 10 

8 REFERENCES .............................................................................................................................. 11 

APPENDIX 1: CONTEXT INDEX .......................................................................................................... 16 

APPENDIX 2: PLATES ......................................................................................................................... 17 

APPENDIX 3: OASIS FORM ................................................................................................................ 21 

Figures 

Figure 1:: Location Plan ........................................................................................................................ 12 

Figure 2: Trench Plan ............................................................................................................................ 13 

Figure 3: Ditch Sections [102] and [103] ............................................................................................... 14 

Plates 

Plate 1: Site prior to stripping, showing the extent of the landscaping/terracing 17 

Plate 2: Showing the existing pond in the southeast of the site 17 

Plate 3:: Trench 1, facing north 18 

Plate 4: Section through Ditch [104], southeast facing 19 

Plate 5: Section through Ditch [101], southeast facing 20 

Plate 6: Section through Ditch [103], east facing 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mills Meadow Residential Home, Fore Street, Framlingham, Suffolk, IP13 9DF, An Archaeological Evaluation 
©Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited, August 2013 

 

PCA Report Number: R11484      Page 3 of 24 

 

 

 

Abstract 

 

This report documents the results of an archaeological evaluation at the Mills Meadow 

Residential Home, Fore Street, Framlingham. A single trench was machine excavated, 

revealing four ditches, two of which produced finds. One northeast-southwest aligned ditch 

contained a small assemblage of burnt flint, suggesting a later prehistoric date.  The second 

ditch contained six sherds of Roman pottery dating to between the mid-1st to 3rd Century AD.  

This ditch was aligned northwest-southeast, as were the two remaining ditches, suggesting 

that they might be contemporary with the Roman ditch. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This document reports the results of an archaeological evaluation undertaken at Mills 

Meadow Residential Home, Fore Street, Framlingham, IP13 9DF (Figure 1).  This work 

was carried out between the 8th and 9th of August 2013.  

 

1.2 The work was commissioned by AKA Planning on behalf of Castleoak in advance of 

proposed redevelopment of the existing care facilities.  The Mill Meadows site presently 

comprises a large modern single storey residential care facility.  The gardens/grassed 

areas are located to the east and west of the home which occupies a roughly central 

position. Fairfield Road forms the western boundary of the site and the rear gardens of a 

modern housing development, The Knoll, are located along its southern boundary. 

 

1.3 The site is centred on OS National Grid Reference TM 2857 6330 and lies immediately 

south of Fore Street, Framlingham. The development area comprises the present Mills 

Meadow care home buildings with an area of open gardens. 

 

1.4 A written scheme of investigation (WSI) for an archaeological evaluation within the 

proposed development area was prepared by Mark Hinman of Pre-Construct 

Archaeology Ltd. (August 2013) in response to a brief issued by Rachel Monk of Suffolk 

County Council Archaeological Services (August 2013, Planning Application C/13/0192). 

 

1.5 The brief highlighted that the development was within the medieval core of Framlingham 

(SHER FML052) and was thus in an area of archaeological interest and potential. 

 

1.6 The desk-based assessment has established that the site of the Mills Meadow 

Residential Care Home was open fields until its development as the Mills Grammar 

School for Girls during the early 20th century. The school gradually grew in size, 

particularly following World War II, until it closed in 1979 and was replaced by the 

present buildings during the 1980s (Garwood 2013). 

 

1.7 The work reported upon here was designed to contribute to an understanding of the 

character, condition, date and extent of any archaeological remains within the 

development area, and to provide a comprehensive appraisal of the significance of any 

remains within a local, regional and national context as appropriate.  This has been 

achieved through the recording of four ditches, at least one of which is certainly Romano-

British in date, whilst two others are likely to be Romano-British, and the fourth is 

probably later prehistoric.  Correspondingly, these results are of only local significance. 
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2 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY 

2.1 The underlying bedrock of the site comprises sands of the Crag Group, sedimentary 

bedrock made up of a suite of marine and estuarine sands, gravels, silts and clays. This 

is overlain by superficial deposits of the Lowestoft Formation (Diamicton), an extensive 

sheet of chalky till with outwash sands and gravels, silts and clays, characterised by its 

chalk and flint content (BGS Online Viewer, 2012). 

 

2.2 The site of the present care home buildings are terraced into the natural slope of the river 

valley which falls away from east to west and to a lesser extent to the southwest down to 

the River Ore. This slope generally follows the fall of Fore Street but is more pronounced 

within the site boundary as it drops away considerably down to Fairfield Road from west 

of the care home. To the east of the care home and in the phase 1 development area 

only a narrow wedge of land remains unaffected by later terracing.  This area along the 

eastern boundary (measuring approximately 5m wide in the north to 14m in the south) 

remains at the same height as the land level of the adjacent plots (Telephone Exchange 

and Cemetery) but is terraced away to its west, down to the level of the car home and 

adjacent car parking area.  The site also falls away to the south from the level of Fore 

Street and down to the level of the care home buildings. This grading was partly created 

to facilitate vehicle access from Fore Street.  An area of private car-parking (outside the 

development) is situated along the northern boundary. A modern wildlife pond is located 

within the south-eastern corner of the site and in an area which had been reduced 

through terracing.   

 

2.3 The topsoil had an average depth of 0.17m across the site, and capped a deposit of 

subsoil, measuring up to 0.23m deep. This subsoil comprised a very firm orangey 

red/brown silty clay, with rare chalk flecks.  The top of undisturbed geological deposits 

(referred to here as ‘natural’) was recorded at a maximum depth of 0.41m. 
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3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

3.1 Suffolk County Council (henceforth SCC) maintains a database of known sites of 

archaeological or historical significance known as an Historic Environment Record (HER) 

or Sites and Monuments Record (SMR). Numerous HER records exist for the area 

surrounding the current site and the most significant are summarised below.  The full set 

of results from the HER search are detailed in the desk-based assessment (Garwood 

2013). 

 

3.2 Evidence for prehistoric activity is limited to a redeposited Mesolithic arrowhead (FML 

025 - MSF19108) and redeposited Neolithic material recovered during an archaeological 

evaluation in Church Street (FML 039 MSF3330). 

 

3.3 Three records associated with the Roman period were present within the study area, two 

of which comprised re-deposited material occurring within later contexts. This includes 

pottery sherds found at land off New Road (FML 025 MSF19109) and Roman pottery 

recovered during an archaeological evaluation in Church Street (FML 039 MSF3330). A 

Roman Iron stylus was uncovered as a metal detectorist find at Framlingham Castle 

(FML 001 MSF 16349).  

 

3.4 The medieval period was the best represented within the HER records.  The town of 

Framlingham (FML 052 MSF 23904) is a landscape and townscape rich in historic 

buildings and monuments from the medieval period. The most significant of these is the 

scheduled 12th-century Framlingham Castle and earthworks (FML 001 MSF 3149). In 

addition to the castle, the church of St Michael is also listed (FML 009 MSF 1674), along 

with the historic core of the settlement, focused around the church and Market Hill and 

the Mere to the northwest of the castle.  

 

3.5 Taken together, this previous work suggested that the current site had moderate to high 

potential to contain medieval archaeological remains. 
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4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY 

4.1 The archaeological specification for this site had stated that four evaluation trenches 

were to be excavated.  However, due to the modern landscaping of the care home 

gardens, including extensive terracing and a large pond (Plates 1 & 2), it was only 

possible to excavated one north to south aligned trench positioned in the east of the site, 

and measuring 39m in length (Trench 1, Figure 2).  

 

4.2 The trenching was carried out under archaeological supervision using a 360° mechanical 

excavator fitted with a 2m wide toothless ditching bucket. Topsoil and subsoil deposits 

were removed in spits down to the level of the undisturbed natural geological deposits 

where potential archaeological features could be observed and recorded.  Stripped 

topsoil and subsoil were stored separately for later reinstatement. 

 

4.3 Heights above ordnance datum (m OD), and the locations of archaeological features and 

interventions were recorded using a Leica 1200 Global Positioning System (GPS) rover 

unit fitted with RTK differential correction, giving positional accuracy of less than 2cm.  

 

4.4 Deposits or the removal of deposits judged by the excavating archaeologist to constitute 

individual events were each assigned a unique context number and recorded on 

individual pre-printed forms.  Archaeological events recognised by the deposition of 

material are signified in this report by round brackets (thus), whilst events constituting the 

removal of deposits are referred to here as ‘cuts’ and signified by square brackets [thus].  

The record numbers assigned to cuts and deposits are entirely arbitrary and in no way 

reflect the chronological order in which events took place.  Artefacts recovered during 

excavation were assigned to the record number of the deposit from which they were 

retrieved.  

 

4.5 Metal detecting was carried out during the stripping operation and archaeological 

features and spoil were scanned.  

 

4.6 High resolution digital photographs were taken throughout the fieldwork (see Plates 1-6), 

and were used to keep a record of the evaluation. 
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5 RESULTS 

5.1 Four ditches were identified within the evaluation trench (Figure 2).  1m wide slots were 

excavated across each of the four ditches. 

 

5.2 Ditch [101] was a northwest-southeast aligned linear, measuring 0.16m deep and 0.67m 

wide, with shallow sides and a flat base.  It contained a single fill (105): an orange-brown 

silty clay with rare to occasional flint and chalk inclusions. No finds were recovered from 

this feature and therefore the date of this ditch is uncertain, although it is on the same 

alignment as Ditch [103], which suggests that it is possibly contemporary. 

 

5.3 Ditch [102] was northwest-southeast aligned, measuring 0.48m deep and 1.08m wide 

with moderately steep sides and a flat base, comprising two fills (Figure 3).  Primary fill 

(112) was a dark red-brown silty clay with rare to occasional small flint inclusions. The 

western edge of Ditch [102] truncated an earlier feature, Ditch [103].  A small 

assemblage of Roman pottery totalling four sherds, weighing 14g was recovered, 

comprising three sandy greyware body sherds and a rim sherd from a beaded rim jar, 

dating to between the mid-1st to 3rd century AD.  Upper fill (111) comprised a red-brown 

silty clay with occasional to moderated chalk inclusions.  A further two sherds (28g) of 

Roman pottery were recovered from this fill, comprising one sandy greyware jar base 

with sooting on the exterior and one sandy greyware body sherd.  The pottery dates to 

the mid-1st to 3rd century AD.  A single fragment of animal bone was also collected from 

this fill. 

  

5.4 Northeast-southwest aligned ditch [103] measured 1.04m wide and 0.28m deep, with 

moderately steep sides and a flat base and comprised three fills (Figure 3).  Primary, 

lower fill (108) comprised a firm orange-brown clay, with occasional flint and chalk 

inclusions.  No finds were recovered from this fill.  Overlying (108) was fill (107), a dark 

grey-brown moderately silty clay with occasional to moderate small flint inclusions.  A 

small assemblage of burnt flint was recovered from this fill.  Upper fill (106) comprised a 

firm orangey/red-brown silty clay with occasional to moderate small flint inclusions.  The 

burnt flint recovered from fill (107) suggests that this ditch was later prehistoric in date, a 

view which is supported by the stratigraphic evidence, as Ditch [103] was truncated by 

the Romano-British Ditch [102] on its north-eastern edge. 

 

5.5 Ditch [104] comprised a northwest-southeast aligned ditch, measuring 0.66m wide and 

0.16m deep.  It contained a single fill (109), a firm red/orangey-brown silty clay with rare 

chalk fleck.  No finds were recovered from this feature, but the alignment of this ditch is 

the same as Ditch [102], and it is therefore interpreted here as being probably Roman in 

date. 
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6 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1 The archaeological evaluation identified four ditches within Trench 1, the earliest of 

which is Ditch [103], which is dated as later prehistoric.  This dating is based on the small 

assemblage of burnt flint recovered from the middle fill of the ditch (107), as well as its 

stratigraphic relationship with Roman ditch [102], which cuts Ditch [103] on the north-

eastern edge. 

 

6.2 Ditch [102] has been dated as Romano-British and contained six sherds of Roman 

pottery (42g) from two of its three fills.  The pottery was fairly small and abraded, thus 

could only be broadly dated to between the mid-1st to 3rd century AD.  However, it does 

provide the best dating evidence from the site.  That Ditch [102] cuts Ditch [103] is of 

note and supports the view that the latter is prehistoric in date. 

 

6.3 Although the remaining two ditches [101] and [104] did not contain any finds, it is 

tentatively suggested that these may also be Roman in date, given that they are on the 

same alignment as [102] and contained similar fills. 

 

6.4 Overall the evaluation has provided limited, yet important evidence for later prehistoric 

and Roman activity in Framlingham.  These periods have had limited representation 

within the archaeological record for the town to date, comprising primarily isolated 

findspots.  The identification of cut features and associated finds of later prehistoric and 

Roman date is therefore of importance. 

 

6.5 However, since so little of the features was revealed by the evaluation, it is unclear what 

the exact function of these ditches was, and while boundary/enclosures are the most 

likely, this is not definite.  Given the limited nature of this data, the results reported here 

are of only local signiciance. 

 

6.6 The modern landscaping of the remainder of the Mills Meadow Residential Home 

gardens is likely to have had an impact on these ditches in other parts of the site.  It is 

therefore questionable how much, if any, of these features remain, and to what extent 

they would be able to further contribute to the understanding/interpretation of the site in 

the later prehistoric and Roman periods. 

 

6.7 While it was anticipated that medieval remains were most likely to be encountered given 

the site’s location, no evidence of activity relating to this period was identified.   
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APPENDIX 1: CONTEXT INDEX 

Context 
No. Cut Type Description Finds? 

101 101 Cut of Ditch 

NW-SE aligned, with shallow sides and a flat 

base. 0.67m wide by 0.16m deep. n/a 

102 102 Cut of Ditch 

NW-SE aligned ditch, 1.08m wide and 0.48m 

deep. Moderately steep sides with a flat base. n/a 

103 103 Cut of Ditch 

NE-SW aligned. 1.04m wide by 0.28m deep. 

Steep sides with a flat base n/a 

104 104 Cut of Ditch 

NW-SE aligned. 0.66m wide by 0.16m deep. 

Shallow sides with a flat base n/a 

105 101 Single fill of Ditch 

Firm orange-brown silty clay with moderate flint 

and chalk inclusions x 

106 103 Upper fill of Ditch 

Very compacted orange red-brown silty clay with 

rare to occasional small flin inclusions x 

107 103 Mid fill of Ditch 

Compacted dark grey-brown silty clay with 

moderate small flint inclusions. Small assemblage 

of burnt flint 

7 burnt 

flints 

(127g) 

108 103 Lower fill of Ditch 

Firm orange-brown clay with occasional flint and 

chalk inclusions x 

109 104 Single fill of Ditch 

Firm red/orange-brown silty clay with rare chalk 

inclusions. x 

110 n/a Subsoil 

Orange reddy-brown very firm silty clay measuring 

between 0.21-0.22m in depth. x 

111 102 Upper fill of Ditch 

Red-brown firm silty caly with moderate to 

common chalk lumps. Two sherds of pottery 

recovered 

2 sherds 

of RB pot 

(28g), 1x 

Animal 

bone 

112 102 Lower fill of Ditch 

Dark red brown firm silty clay, occasional small 

flint inclusions. 4 sherds of pottery 

4 x RB 

pot (14g) 
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APPENDIX 2: PLATES 

Plate 1: Site prior to stripping, showing the extent of the landscaping/terracing 

 
 

Plate 2: Showing the existing pond in the southeast of the site 
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Plate 3:: Trench 1, facing north 

 
 

 

 



Mills Meadow Residential Home, Fore Street, Framlingham, Suffolk, IP13 9DF, An Archaeological Evaluation 
©Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited, August 2013 

 

PCA Report Number: R11484      Page 19 of 24 

 

Plate 4: Section through Ditch [104], southeast facing 
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Plate 5: Section through Ditch [101], southeast facing 

 
 

Plate 6: Section through Ditch [103], east facing 
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Plate 7: Section through Ditch [102]. North-west facing 

 
 

 

APPENDIX 3: OASIS FORM 



Mills Meadow Residential Home, Fore Street, Framlingham, Suffolk, IP13 9DF, An Archaeological Evaluation 
©Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited, August 2013 

 

PCA Report Number: R11484      Page 22 of 24 

 

OASIS ID: preconst1-157379 
 Project details   

Project name Mills Meadow Residential Home, Fore Street, Framlingham, an 
Archaeological Evaluation  

  Short description of 
the project 

A single trench was machine excavated, revealing four ditches, two of 
which produced finds. One northeast-southwest aligned ditch contained a 
small assemblage of burnt flint, suggesting a later prehistoric date. The 
second ditch contained six sherds of Roman pottery dating mid-1st-3rd 
Century AD. This ditch was aligned northwest-southeast, as were the two 
remaining ditches, thus suggesting that they might be contemporary with 
the Roman ditch.  

  Project dates Start: 08-08-2013 End: 09-08-2013  

  Previous/future 
work 

Not known / Not known  

  Any associated 
project reference 
codes 

FML076 - Sitecode  

  Type of project Field evaluation  

  Site status None  

  Current Land use Residential 2 - Institutional and communal accommodation  

  Monument type DITCH Late Prehistoric  

  Monument type DITCH Roman  

  Monument type DITCH Uncertain  

  Significant Finds POT Roman  

  Significant Finds BURNT FLINT Late Prehistoric  

  Methods & 
techniques 

''Metal Detectors'',''Targeted Trenches''  

  Development type Small-scale extensions (e.g. garages, porches, etc.)  

  Prompt Planning condition  

  Position in the 
planning process 

After full determination (eg. As a condition)  

   Project location   
Country England 

Site location SUFFOLK SUFFOLK COASTAL FRAMLINGHAM Mills Meadows 
Residential Home  

  Postcode IP13 9DF  

  Study area 1.00 Hectares  

  



Mills Meadow Residential Home, Fore Street, Framlingham, Suffolk, IP13 9DF, An Archaeological Evaluation 
©Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited, August 2013 

 

PCA Report Number: R11484      Page 23 of 24 

 

Site coordinates TM 2857 6330 52 1 52 13 11 N 001 20 48 E Point  

   Project creators   
Name of 
Organisation 

Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd  

  Project brief 
originator 

Rachel Monk  

  Project design 
originator 

Mark Hinman  

  Project 
director/manager 

Mark Hinman  

  Project supervisor Adam Garwood  

  Type of 
sponsor/funding 
body 

Developer  

   Project archives   
Physical Archive 
recipient 

Suffolk County Council  

  Physical Contents ''Ceramics'',''other''  

  Digital Archive 
recipient 

Suffolk County Council  

  Digital Contents ''none''  

  Digital Media 
available 

''Text''  

  Paper Archive 
recipient 

Suffolk County Council  

  Paper Contents ''none''  

  Paper Media 
available 

''Context sheet'',''Drawing'',''Photograph'',''Plan'',''Report''  

   Project 
bibliography 1  

 
Publication type 

Grey literature (unpublished document/manuscript) 

Title Mills Meadow Residential Home, Fore Street, Framlingham, Suffolk, IP13 
9DF, An Archaeological Evaluation  

  Author(s)/Editor(s) Anderson, K  

  Other bibliographic 
details 

PCA Report No. R11484  

  Date 2013  

  



Mills Meadow Residential Home, Fore Street, Framlingham, Suffolk, IP13 9DF, An Archaeological Evaluation 
©Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited, August 2013 

 

PCA Report Number: R11484      Page 24 of 24 

 

Issuer or publisher Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd  

  Place of issue or 
publication 

Stapleford, Cambridge  

  Description 23 pages, spiral bound  

   Entered by Katie Anderson (kanderson@pre-construct.com) 

Entered on 21 August 2013 

 



 

 

 

P C A  
 

PCA SOUTH 
UNIT 54 

BROCKLEY CROSS BUSINESS CENTRE 
96 ENDWELL ROAD 

BROCKLEY 
LONDON SE4 2PD 

TEL: 020 7732 3925 / 020 7639 9091 
FAX: 020 7639 9588 

EMAIL: info@pre-construct.com 
 
 

PCA NORTH 
UNIT 19A 

TURSDALE BUSINESS PARK 
DURHAM DH6 5PG 
TEL: 0191 377 1111 
FAX: 0191 377 0101 

EMAIL: info.north@pre-construct.com 
 
 

PCA CENTRAL 
7 GRANTA TERRACE 

STAPLEFORD 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE CB22 5DL 

TEL: 01223 845 522 
FAX: 01223 845 522 

EMAIL: info.central@pre-construct.com 
 
 

PCA WEST 
BLOCK 4 

CHILCOMB HOUSE 
CHILCOMB LANE 

WINCHESTER 
HAMPSHIRE SO23 8RB 

TEL: 01962 826 761 
EMAIL: info.west@pre-construct.com 

 
 

PCA MIDLANDS 
17-19 KETTERING RD 

LITTLE BOWDEN 
MARKET HARBOROUGH 

LEICESTERSHIRE LE16 8AN 
TEL: 01858 468333 

EMAIL: info.midlands@pre-construct.com 
 
 

mailto:info@pre-construct.com�
mailto:info.north@pre-construct.com�
mailto:info.central@pre-construct.com�
mailto:info.west@pre-construct.com�
mailto:info.midlands@pre-construct.com�

	Framlingham front cover
	Mills Meadow residential home, fore street, framlingham, suffolk, ip13 9df
	An Archaeological eXcavation
	Local Planning Authority: suffolk coastal district council
	Planning Application Number:
	C/13/0192/FUL
	PCA report No: 11588
	Site Code: fml 076
	December 2013
	Pre-Construct Archaeology
	P   C   A

	FML076_Mills Meadow, Framlingham_EXC_TAWEdit
	MILLS MEADOW RESIDENTIAL HOME, FORE STREET, FRAMLINGHAM, SUFFOLK, IP13 9DF:
	AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION
	Local Planning Authority:  Suffolk Coastal District Council
	Planning Application No:  C/13/0192
	Central National Grid Reference: TM 28638 63332
	Site Code:    FML076
	Report No:    R11588
	Written and researched by:  Jonathan House
	Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd
	Project Manager:   Mark Hinman
	Commissioning Client:  Castleoak
	Contractor:    Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd
	Central Office
	7 Granta Terrace
	Stapleford
	Cambs, CB22 5DL
	Tel:      01223 845522
	Fax:      01223 845522
	E-mail:     mhinman@pre-construct.com
	Website:    www.pre-construct.com
	© Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd
	December 2013
	The material contained herein is and remains the sole property of Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd and is not for publication to third parties without prior consent. Whilst every effort has been made to provide detailed and accurate information, Pre-Cons...
	CONTENTS

	2T12T 2TINTRODUCTION2T 4
	2T22T 2TGEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY2T 5
	2T32T 2TARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND2T 6
	2T42T 2TARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY2T 7
	2T52T 2TRESULTS2T 8
	2T62T 2TCONCLUSIONS2T 9
	2T7 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS2T 10
	2T82T 2TREFERENCES2T 11
	2TAPPENDIX 1: CONTEXT INDEX2T 12
	2TAPPENDIX 2: OASIS FORM2T 13
	2TAPPENDIX 3: FIGURES2T 16
	2TAPPENDIX 4: PLATES2T 20
	2TAPPENDIX 5: EVALUATION REPORT2T 22
	ABSTRACT
	An archaeological excavation was undertaken by Pre-Construct Archaeology at Mills Meadow Residential Home, Fore Street, Framlingham, Suffolk (NGR TM 28638 63332) in connection with the construction of a new care home. The work was commissioned by Cast...

	1  INTRODUCTION
	1.1 This document reports the results of a programme of archaeological excavation undertaken at Mills Meadow residential home, Fore Street, Framlingham, Suffolk (Ordnance Survey National Grid Reference (NGR) TM 28638 63332; Figures 1 and 2).  This wor...
	1.2 The Mill Meadows site presently comprises a large modern single-storey residential care facility with gardens/grassed areas located to the east and west of the home, which occupies a roughly central position. Fairfield Road forms the western bound...
	1.3 An archaeological desk-based assessment established that the site was open fields until its development as the Mills Grammar School for Girls during the early 20PthP century.  The school gradually grew in size, particularly following World War II,...
	1.4 A written scheme of investigation (WSI) for an archaeological trial trench evaluation within the proposed development area was prepared by Mark Hinman of Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd (August 2013), in response to a brief issued by Rachel Monk of ...
	1.5 The brief highlighted that the development area is within the medieval core of Framlingham (Suffolk HER FML052), in an area of high archaeological interest and potential.
	1.6 The trial trench evaluation of the site consisted of a single 39m trench located in the east of the site (Anderson 2013).  This identified four ditches, one of which contained Romano-British (1st- to 3rd-century AD) pottery, and two of which share...
	1.7 The work reported upon here was designed to preserve by record any archaeological remains present within the excavation area and to contribute to an understanding of the character, condition, date and extent of any such remains, as well as providi...

	2 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY
	2.1 The text from the following two sections is drawn from the evaluation report (Anderson 2013).
	2.2 The underlying bedrock of the site comprises sands of the Crag Group, sedimentary bedrock made up of a suite of marine and estuarine sands, gravels, silts and clays. This is overlain by superficial deposits of the Lowestoft Formation (Diamicton), ...
	2.3 The site of the present care home buildings is terraced into the natural slope of the river valley which falls away from east to west, and to a lesser extent to the south-west, down to the River Ore.  This slope generally follows the fall of Fore ...
	2.4 The topsoil had an average depth of 0.17m across the site, and capped a deposit of subsoil, measuring up to 0.23m deep. This subsoil comprised a very firm orangey red/brown silty clay, with rare chalk flecks.  The top of the undisturbed geological...

	3  ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
	3.1 Suffolk County Council (henceforth SCC) maintains a database of known sites of archaeological or historical significance known as the Suffolk Historic Environment Record (HER).  Numerous HER records exist for the area surrounding the current site ...
	3.2 Evidence for prehistoric activity is limited to a redeposited Mesolithic arrowhead (HER FML 025, MSF19108) and redeposited Neolithic material recovered during an archaeological evaluation in Church Street (HER FML 039, MSF3330).
	3.3 Three known sites and find-spots associated with the Roman period are present within c. 1km of the site, two of which comprise redeposited Romano-British material occurring within later contexts.  Roman pottery sherds have been found on land off N...
	3.4 The town of Framlingham (HER FML 052, MSF 23904) is rich in historic buildings and monuments from the medieval period.  The most significant of these is the scheduled 12th-century Framlingham Castle and associated earthworks (HER FML 001, MSF 3149...
	3.5 Taken together, these known and previously-recorded sites and finds suggested that the current site had moderate to high potential to contain medieval and/ or Roman archaeological remains.

	4  ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY
	4.1 The ground reduction during the excavation was carried out under archaeological supervision using a 360  mechanical excavator fitted with a 2m wide toothless ditching bucket. Topsoil and subsoil deposits were removed in spits down to the level of ...
	4.2 Subsequent to the evaluation phase of the fieldwork, an area was agreed to be stripped to further reveal remains seen within the evaluation trench.  A sufficient area was stripped to characterise the archaeological remains (Plate 1).
	4.3 The limits of excavations, heights above ordnance datum (m OD), and the locations of archaeological features and interventions were recorded using a combination of hand measurements and a Leica 1200 GPS rover unit with RTK differential correction,...
	4.4 Deposits or the removal of deposits judged by the excavating archaeologist to constitute individual events were each assigned a unique record number (often referred to within British archaeology as ‘context numbers’) and recorded on individual pre...
	4.5 Metal detecting was carried out during the stripping operation and archaeological features and spoil heaps scanned by metal detector periodically. Only objects of modern date were found, and were not retained for accession.
	4.6 High resolution digital photographs were taken throughout the fieldwork (see Plates 1-3), and were used to keep a record of the excavation process.

	5  RESULTS
	5.1 The results presented below describe the identified archaeological features from south-west to north-east.
	5.2 A total of four ditches were uncovered during the excavation (Figures 3 and 4), three of which were identified during the prior evaluation as Ditches [101], [102] and [104].  The four ditches were all orientated on the same north-west to south-eas...
	5.3 The ditch not previously identified in the evaluation trench, [119], was located in the south-west corner of the excavation area (Plate 2).  A single slot was excavated through the ditch, which measured 0.63m in width and 0.19m in depth, with a st...
	5.4 The remaining three ditches had been identified within the evaluation trench.  A further slot was excavated through each of the three ditches: [113] (=(104)), [115] (=(102)), and [117] (=(101)).  Ditch [113] was the south-westernmost of the three ...
	5.5 The evaluation identified a ditch [103] positioned on a north-east to south-west alignment and cut by Ditch [102], but no evidence of [103] was seen on either side of the evaluation trench and it is presumed that the ditch was in fact an earlier p...
	5.6 The next ditch within the field system was seen approximately 5m to the north-east, again orientated on the same north-west to south-east alignment.  The ditch [117] (Plate 3) was a continuation of Ditch [101] recorded during the evaluation.  The ...

	6  Conclusions
	6.1 The ditches were not consistent in dimensions and morphology along their lengths, with variations in width, and presumably depth, possibly due to later truncation or just variations in the natural topography.  It is, however, highly likely that th...
	6.2 These field systems are usually attributed to some form of cultivation practice, described as ‘lazy beds’ or a type of vegetable cultivation. The ditches are likely to have assisted in land drainage, if this was not their primary function. They ar...
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	Abstract
	This report documents the results of an archaeological evaluation at the Mills Meadow Residential Home, Fore Street, Framlingham. A single trench was machine excavated, revealing four ditches, two of which produced finds. One northeast-southwest align...

	1  INTRODUCTION
	1.1 This document reports the results of an archaeological evaluation undertaken at Mills Meadow Residential Home, Fore Street, Framlingham, IP13 9DF (Figure 1).  This work was carried out between the 8th and 9th of August 2013.
	1.2 The work was commissioned by AKA Planning on behalf of Castleoak in advance of proposed redevelopment of the existing care facilities.  The Mill Meadows site presently comprises a large modern single storey residential care facility.  The gardens/...
	1.3 The site is centred on OS National Grid Reference TM 2857 6330 and lies immediately south of Fore Street, Framlingham. The development area comprises the present Mills Meadow care home buildings with an area of open gardens.
	1.4 A written scheme of investigation (WSI) for an archaeological evaluation within the proposed development area was prepared by Mark Hinman of Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd. (August 2013) in response to a brief issued by Rachel Monk of Suffolk Count...
	1.5 The brief highlighted that the development was within the medieval core of Framlingham (SHER FML052) and was thus in an area of archaeological interest and potential.
	1.6 The desk-based assessment has established that the site of the Mills Meadow Residential Care Home was open fields until its development as the Mills Grammar School for Girls during the early 20th century. The school gradually grew in size, particu...
	1.7 The work reported upon here was designed to contribute to an understanding of the character, condition, date and extent of any archaeological remains within the development area, and to provide a comprehensive appraisal of the significance of any ...

	2 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY
	2.1 The underlying bedrock of the site comprises sands of the Crag Group, sedimentary bedrock made up of a suite of marine and estuarine sands, gravels, silts and clays. This is overlain by superficial deposits of the Lowestoft Formation (Diamicton), ...
	2.2 The site of the present care home buildings are terraced into the natural slope of the river valley which falls away from east to west and to a lesser extent to the southwest down to the River Ore. This slope generally follows the fall of Fore Str...
	2.3 The topsoil had an average depth of 0.17m across the site, and capped a deposit of subsoil, measuring up to 0.23m deep. This subsoil comprised a very firm orangey red/brown silty clay, with rare chalk flecks.  The top of undisturbed geological dep...

	3  ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
	3.1 Suffolk County Council (henceforth SCC) maintains a database of known sites of archaeological or historical significance known as an Historic Environment Record (HER) or Sites and Monuments Record (SMR). Numerous HER records exist for the area sur...
	3.2 Evidence for prehistoric activity is limited to a redeposited Mesolithic arrowhead (FML 025 - MSF19108) and redeposited Neolithic material recovered during an archaeological evaluation in Church Street (FML 039 MSF3330).
	3.3 Three records associated with the Roman period were present within the study area, two of which comprised re-deposited material occurring within later contexts. This includes pottery sherds found at land off New Road (FML 025 MSF19109) and Roman p...
	3.4 The medieval period was the best represented within the HER records.  The town of Framlingham (FML 052 MSF 23904) is a landscape and townscape rich in historic buildings and monuments from the medieval period. The most significant of these is the ...
	3.5 Taken together, this previous work suggested that the current site had moderate to high potential to contain medieval archaeological remains.

	4  ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY
	4.1 The archaeological specification for this site had stated that four evaluation trenches were to be excavated.  However, due to the modern landscaping of the care home gardens, including extensive terracing and a large pond (Plates 1 & 2), it was o...
	4.2 The trenching was carried out under archaeological supervision using a 360  mechanical excavator fitted with a 2m wide toothless ditching bucket. Topsoil and subsoil deposits were removed in spits down to the level of the undisturbed natural geolo...
	4.3 Heights above ordnance datum (m OD), and the locations of archaeological features and interventions were recorded using a Leica 1200 Global Positioning System (GPS) rover unit fitted with RTK differential correction, giving positional accuracy of ...
	4.4 Deposits or the removal of deposits judged by the excavating archaeologist to constitute individual events were each assigned a unique context number and recorded on individual pre-printed forms.  Archaeological events recognised by the deposition...
	4.5 Metal detecting was carried out during the stripping operation and archaeological features and spoil were scanned.
	4.6 High resolution digital photographs were taken throughout the fieldwork (see Plates 1-6), and were used to keep a record of the evaluation.

	5  RESULTS
	5.1 Four ditches were identified within the evaluation trench (Figure 2).  1m wide slots were excavated across each of the four ditches.
	5.2 Ditch [101] was a northwest-southeast aligned linear, measuring 0.16m deep and 0.67m wide, with shallow sides and a flat base.  It contained a single fill (105): an orange-brown silty clay with rare to occasional flint and chalk inclusions. No fin...
	5.3 Ditch [102] was northwest-southeast aligned, measuring 0.48m deep and 1.08m wide with moderately steep sides and a flat base, comprising two fills (Figure 3).  Primary fill (112) was a dark red-brown silty clay with rare to occasional small flint ...
	5.4 Northeast-southwest aligned ditch [103] measured 1.04m wide and 0.28m deep, with moderately steep sides and a flat base and comprised three fills (Figure 3).  Primary, lower fill (108) comprised a firm orange-brown clay, with occasional flint and ...
	5.5 Ditch [104] comprised a northwest-southeast aligned ditch, measuring 0.66m wide and 0.16m deep.  It contained a single fill (109), a firm red/orangey-brown silty clay with rare chalk fleck.  No finds were recovered from this feature, but the align...

	6 Conclusions and recommendations
	6.1 The archaeological evaluation identified four ditches within Trench 1, the earliest of which is Ditch [103], which is dated as later prehistoric.  This dating is based on the small assemblage of burnt flint recovered from the middle fill of the di...
	6.2 Ditch [102] has been dated as Romano-British and contained six sherds of Roman pottery (42g) from two of its three fills.  The pottery was fairly small and abraded, thus could only be broadly dated to between the mid-1st to 3rd century AD.  Howeve...
	6.3 Although the remaining two ditches [101] and [104] did not contain any finds, it is tentatively suggested that these may also be Roman in date, given that they are on the same alignment as [102] and contained similar fills.
	6.4 Overall the evaluation has provided limited, yet important evidence for later prehistoric and Roman activity in Framlingham.  These periods have had limited representation within the archaeological record for the town to date, comprising primarily...
	6.5 However, since so little of the features was revealed by the evaluation, it is unclear what the exact function of these ditches was, and while boundary/enclosures are the most likely, this is not definite.  Given the limited nature of this data, t...
	6.6 The modern landscaping of the remainder of the Mills Meadow Residential Home gardens is likely to have had an impact on these ditches in other parts of the site.  It is therefore questionable how much, if any, of these features remain, and to what...
	6.7 While it was anticipated that medieval remains were most likely to be encountered given the site’s location, no evidence of activity relating to this period was identified.
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