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ABSTRACT

This report describes the results of a three-trench archaeological evaluation carried
out by Pre-Construct Archaeology on land at No. 29 High Street, Melbourn,
Cambridgeshire (NGR TL 3847 4492) on 1st May 2014. The archaeological work
was commissioned in response to a planning condition attached to residential
development of the site. The aim of the work was to characterise the archaeological

potential of the site.

The evaluation identified four post-medieval to modern ditches and three further
modern features including a pit, drain and an area of refuse deposition. While no
significant archaeological remains were discovered, the evaluation has provided

some limited evidence for post-medieval activity in Melbourn.
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1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

INTRODUCTION

An archaeological trial trench evaluation was undertaken by Pre-Construct
Archaeology Ltd (PCA) on land at No. 29 High Street, Melbourn,
Cambridgeshire, SG8 6ED (centred on Ordnance Survey National Grid
Reference (NGR) TL 3847 4492) on 1% May 2014 (Figure 1).

The archaeological work was commissioned by Cambridge Development in
response to an archaeological planning condition attached to the
construction of five domestic dwellings and the redevelopment of the existing
car park (Planning Reference S/1796/12/FL).

The evaluation was carried out in accordance with a Written Scheme of
Investigation (WSI) prepared by Mark Hinman of PCA (Hinman 2014) in
response to a Brief for archaeological evaluation issued by Dan McConnell
of Cambridgeshire County Council Historic Environment Team (McConnell
2014).

The aim of the evaluation was to determine the location, date, extent,
character, condition and quality of any archaeological remains on the site; to
assess the significance of any such remains in a local, regional, or national
context, as appropriate, and to assess the potential impact of the proposed

development on any surviving archaeological remains.

Three trial trenches measuring a total of c. 55m were excavated and
recorded on 1% May 2014. Four post-medieval to modern linear ditches, a
modern pit and refuse and groundworks associated with modern activity

were discovered.

This report describes the results of the evaluation and aims to inform the
design of an appropriate archaeological mitigation strategy. The site archive

will be deposited at Cambridgeshire County Council Archaeology Store.
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2 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY

21 Geology
21.1 The solid bedrock geology of the area comprises chalks of the Zig Zag
Formation, formed approximately 94 to 100 million years ago during the

Cretaceous Period. The superficial deposits overlying this are marly chalks.

2.2 Topography
2.2.1 The site was located in the centre of the historic village of Melbourn to the
south-west of Cambridge and east of the A10. The site had formerly been

used as a pub garden with an outside play area and waste ground (Plate 1).

2.2.2 The site was flat, situated at an approximate height of 22m Over Datum
(OD).
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3

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

The site lies in an area of known archaeological significance, as recorded in
the Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Record (HER). The background
detailed below has been taken from the Brief (McConnell 2014)

The area of Melbourn village has seen a long history of occupation likely
owing to the presence of natural springs at Melbourn Bury. The route of the
Icknield Way crosses the south of the parish and several other prehistoric
trackways appear to have been maintained and re-developed during the
Roman period as with Ashwell Street and the Cambridge-Royston Roman
road.

There is a wealth of Bronze Age activity in the surrounding area including a
number of barrows and ring ditches known across the higher topographical

regions of the parish.

Roman burials and pottery have been found throughout the village and a
settlement has been identified at the north-eastern edge of the village.

The development area is located in the historic core of Melbourn village,
close to All Saints Church which originally dates from the 12" Century (HER
03115). Medieval domestic and settlement remains have been found during
archaeological investigations at 28-32 High Street (HER CB15383;
ECB1027) and a moated site is recorded to the north-east of the site.
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4.2.1
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4.2.3
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4.3
4.3.1

4.3.2

4.3.3

METHODOLOGY

The evaluation comprised three 1.6m wide linear trial trenches. Trench 1
was 25.2m long, Trench 2 was 19m long and Trench 3 was 10.6m long
(Figure 2).

Machining and Site Planning

Each trench was excavated using a 4 tonne wheeled ‘JCB’ mechanical
excavator fitted with a 1.6m wide toothless ditching bucket. The overlying
topsoil (100) and subsoil (101) deposits were excavated down to the natural

geological horizon (102) where the archaeological features could be seen.

Exposed archaeological features and deposits were cleaned as necessary to
define them using hand tools.

Metal-detecting was carried out on all stripped deposits throughout the
evaluation process and all archaeological features and spoil heaps were
surveyed by metal-detector as they were encountered.

Limits of all excavation areas, pre-excavation and post-excavation plans of
archaeological features and heights above Ordnance Datum (m OD) will be
recorded using a Leica 1200 Global positioning System (GPS) rover unit with
RTK differential correction, giving three-dimensional accuracy of 20mm or
better.

Recording and Sampling

Field excavation techniques and recording methods are detailed in the PCA
Fieldwork Induction Manual (Operations Manual 1) by Joanna Taylor and
Gary Brown (2009).

All features were investigated and recorded in order to properly understand
the date and nature of the archaeological remains on the site and to recover
sufficient finds assemblages to assess the chronological development and

socio-economic character of the site over time.

Drawn records are in the form of survey plans, drawn plans and section

drawings of all archaeological features at an appropriate scale (1:10, 1:20,
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434

4.3.5

4.3.6

4.3.7

1:50) while all individual deposits and cuts were recorded as written records

on PCA Pro-forma context sheets.

Linear features were investigated by means of slots excavated across their
width and measuring at least 1m in length, positioned to avoid areas of
intercutting/disturbance in order to provide uncontaminated finds
assemblages. If stratigraphic relationships between features were not visible

in plan, slots were positioned to determine inter-feature relationships.

Discrete features such as pits and postholes were at least 50% excavated

and when considered appropriate 100% excavated.

High-resolution digital photographs were taken at all stages of the evaluation
process. Digital Photographs were taken of all archaeological features and
deposits and black and white film photographs were taken when considered

appropriate by the excavator and supervisor.

A metal detector was used during excavation in order to enhance finds

recovery.
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5.1
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51.2
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51.4

5.2
5.2.1

5.2.2

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESULTS

Trench 1

Trench 1 was aligned northwest-southeast and measured 25.3m long
(Figure 2). The trench contained a single ditch, also aligned northwest-
southeast, along the western edge of the trench and an area of modern
refuse deposition.

Ditch [104] was linear with sharp and irregular sides and an irregularly
concave base measuring 0.26m deep and more than 0.84m wide (Figure 3).
This ditch extended south beyond Trench 1 and terminated towards the
northern end of the trench, whilst the western edge of the ditch was not
exposed within the trench. The ditch contained a single fill comprising a mid
grey clayey silt (103) and yielded fragments of modern brick.

A second ditch was recorded in this trench, [112]. The alignment of this
second ditch was slightly skewed from ditch [104] and subsequently, the
ditch was only exposed in the southern half of the trench. The ditch was
found to continue into Trench 2 where a slot across the full profile was

achievable (see below).

An area of modern truncation and refuse was identified at the southern end
of the trench, cutting both ditches. Among the debris were paint cans and
asbestos-containing materials. No further work was completed owing to the

hazardous nature of these materials.

Trench 2

Trench 2 was located to the south of Trench 1, aligned southwest-northeast
and measured 19m long (Figure 2). Two ditches were exposed at the
western end of this trench whilst a third ditch and modern pit were revealed

at the eastern end (Figure 3).

Previously encountered in Trench 1, ditch [112] extended into Trench 2
where it was subsequently excavated. The full profile of the ditch in Trench 2
was 0.56m wide and 0.08m deep. The ditch extended to the south beyond
the limit of Trench 2.

PCA Report Number: R11712 Page 9 of 24



Land at 29 High Street, Melbourn, Cambridgeshire: An Archaeological Trial Trench Evaluation ©Pre-
Construct Archaeology Limited, May 2014

5.2.3

5.2.4

5.2.5

5.3
5.3.1

5.3.2

A parallel ditch [110] was excavated immediately west of ditch [112]. The
ditch measured 0.76m wide and 0.12m deep and was directly comparable to
the adjacent ditch [112]. Fragments of post-medieval to modern building
materials were recovered from both ditches, and suggest a date of no earlier
than the late post-medieval period.

A partially exposed sub-rectangular pit [106] was excavated at the opposing
end from the parallel ditches and measured 1.46m wide and 0.14m deep. No
finds were recovered from this feature although the nature of the pit fill,
which comprised re-deposited natural material, suggested it may have been
deliberately backfilled. The pit was considered likely to be modern in date.

Ditch [108] was located at the eastern end of Trench 2 and was seen to
continue northwards into Trench 3, at which point it was excavated.

Trench 3
Trench 3 was aligned west-northwest to east-southeast and measured
10.6m (Figure 2). The continuation of ditch [108], exposed in Trench 2, was

revealed within this trench at the western end (Figure 3).

Where excavated, ditch [108] was 0.88m wide and 0.26m deep and
contained a single fill of mid-grey clayey silt (107). A probable post-medieval
nail was found in this ditch, suggesting it was broadly contemporary with
ditch [104] in Trench 1.
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6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

CONCLUSIONS

The evaluation identified four post-medieval to modern linear ditches, a small
probable modern pit and a modern drain and refuse dump.

With the exception of the modern refuse, the remaining features could not be
accurately dated. The post-medieval to modern building material fragments
found in two of the ditches suggest that at the earliest these features date to
the late post-medieval period. Ditches [110] and [112] are probably
contemporary, as indicated by their comparable dimensions and parallel
alignment. However the slight shift in alignment between the parallel ditches
and the remaining two ditches suggest that whilst these feature are all likely
to be broadly contemporary, they may relate to at least two separate phases
of activity. The four ditches could plausibly relate to former land divisions and

perhaps agricultural plots.

The modern activity identified during the evaluation does raise the possibility
that some or all of the linear features are extremely recent, however without

solid dating evidence, this cannot be confirmed.

The evaluation has provided limited evidence of post-medieval to modern
remains likely relating to peripheral settlement activity.
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9 APPENDIX 1: PLATES

Plate 1: Northwest facing view of the site, pre-excavation of Trenches 1 and
2

Plate 2: Machine excavation of Trench 1
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Plate 3: North facing view of Trench 1

Plate 4: West facing view of Trench 4 with pit [106] in the foreground and
ditches [110] and [112] in the background
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Plate 5: Pit [106] showing overlying deposits in Trench 2

Plate 6: Southeast facing view of Trench 3 with ditch [108] in the foreground
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Plate 7: South-west facing section of ditch [108] in Trench 3
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10 APPENDIX 2: CONTEXT INDEX

Context | Cut Type Interpretation Description Trench Number
(100) - Layer Topsoil Mid/dark Greyish Brown Silt with Flint and Gravel Inclusions 1,2&3
(101) - Layer Subsoil Light Brownish Grey Silt with Chalk Rubble and Flint Inclusions 1,2&3
(102) - Layer Natural Geological Horizon White Chalk Bedrock 1,2&3
(103) [104] Fill Fill of Ditch Mid Grey Clayey Silt with Modern Brick and Chalk Inclusions 1
[104] [104] Cut Cut of ditch Linear Ditch on N-S Alignment. 1

Light Brownish Yellow Silty Sand with Chalk and Stone
(105) [106] Fill Fill of Pit Inclusions 2
[106] [106] Cut Cut of Pit Square and Shallow Pit 2
(107) [108] Fill Fill of Ditch Mid Grey Clayey Silt with Occasional Chalk and Flint Inclusions 2&3
[108] [108] Cut Cut of Ditch Linear Ditch on NE-SW Alignment. 2&3
(109) [110] Fill Fill of Ditch Light Brownish Grey Clayey Silt with Frequent Flint Inclusions 2
[110] [110] Cut Cut of Ditch Shallow Linear Ditch on N-S alignment 2
(111) [112] Fill Fill of Ditch Light Greyish Brown Clayey Silt with Frequent Flint Inclusions 1&2
[112] [112] Cut Cut of Ditch Linear Shallow Ditch on N-S Alignment 1&2
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	1.1 An archaeological trial trench evaluation was undertaken by Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd (PCA) on land at No. 29 High Street, Melbourn, Cambridgeshire, SG8 6ED (centred on Ordnance Survey National Grid Reference (NGR) TL 3847 4492) on 1PstP May 2...
	1.2 The archaeological work was commissioned by Cambridge Development in response to an archaeological planning condition attached to the construction of five domestic dwellings and the redevelopment of the existing car park (Planning Reference S/1796...
	1.3 The evaluation was carried out in accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) prepared by Mark Hinman of PCA (Hinman 2014) in response to a Brief for archaeological evaluation issued by Dan McConnell of Cambridgeshire County Council Hi...
	1.4 The aim of the evaluation was to determine the location, date, extent, character, condition and quality of any archaeological remains on the site; to assess the significance of any such remains in a local, regional, or national context, as appropr...
	1.5 Three trial trenches measuring a total of c. 55m were excavated and recorded on 1PstP May 2014.  Four post-medieval to modern linear ditches, a modern pit and refuse and groundworks associated with modern activity were discovered.
	1.6 This report describes the results of the evaluation and aims to inform the design of an appropriate archaeological mitigation strategy.  The site archive will be deposited at Cambridgeshire County Council Archaeology Store.

	2 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY
	2.1 Geology
	2.1.1 The solid bedrock geology of the area comprises chalks of the Zig Zag Formation, formed approximately 94 to 100 million years ago during the Cretaceous Period. The superficial deposits overlying this are marly chalks.

	2.2 Topography
	2.2.1 The site was located in the centre of the historic village of Melbourn to the south-west of Cambridge and east of the A10. The site had formerly been used as a pub garden with an outside play area and waste ground (Plate 1).
	2.2.2 The site was flat, situated at an approximate height of 22m Over Datum (OD).


	3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND
	The site lies in an area of known archaeological significance, as recorded in the Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Record (HER). The background detailed below has been taken from the Brief (McConnell 2014)
	3.1 The area of Melbourn village has seen a long history of occupation likely owing to the presence of natural springs at Melbourn Bury. The route of the Icknield Way crosses the south of the parish and several other prehistoric trackways appear to ha...
	3.2 There is a wealth of Bronze Age activity in the surrounding area including a number of barrows and ring ditches known across the higher topographical regions of the parish.
	3.3 Roman burials and pottery have been found throughout the village and a settlement has been identified at the north-eastern edge of the village.
	3.4 The development area is located in the historic core of Melbourn village, close to All Saints Church which originally dates from the 12PthP Century (HER 03115). Medieval domestic and settlement remains have been found during archaeological investi...

	4 METHODOLOGY
	4.1 The evaluation comprised three 1.6m wide linear trial trenches. Trench 1 was 25.2m long, Trench 2 was 19m long and Trench 3 was 10.6m long (Figure 2).
	4.2 Machining and Site Planning
	4.2.1 Each trench was excavated using a 4 tonne wheeled ‘JCB’ mechanical excavator fitted with a 1.6m wide toothless ditching bucket. The overlying topsoil (100) and subsoil (101) deposits were excavated down to the natural geological horizon (102) wh...
	4.2.2 Exposed archaeological features and deposits were cleaned as necessary to define them using hand tools.
	4.2.3 Metal-detecting was carried out on all stripped deposits throughout the evaluation process and all archaeological features and spoil heaps were surveyed by metal-detector as they were encountered.
	4.2.4 Limits of all excavation areas, pre-excavation and post-excavation plans of archaeological features and heights above Ordnance Datum (m OD) will be recorded using a Leica 1200 Global positioning System (GPS) rover unit with RTK differential corr...

	4.3 Recording and Sampling
	4.3.1 Field excavation techniques and recording methods are detailed in the PCA Fieldwork Induction Manual (Operations Manual I) by Joanna Taylor and Gary Brown (2009).
	4.3.2 All features were investigated and recorded in order to properly understand the date and nature of the archaeological remains on the site and to recover sufficient finds assemblages to assess the chronological development and socio-economic char...
	4.3.3 Drawn records are in the form of survey plans, drawn plans and section drawings of all archaeological features at an appropriate scale (1:10, 1:20, 1:50) while all individual deposits and cuts were recorded as written records on PCA Pro-forma co...
	4.3.4 Linear features were investigated by means of slots excavated across their width and measuring at least 1m in length, positioned to avoid areas of intercutting/disturbance in order to provide uncontaminated finds assemblages.  If stratigraphic r...
	4.3.5 Discrete features such as pits and postholes were at least 50% excavated and when considered appropriate 100% excavated.
	4.3.6 High-resolution digital photographs were taken at all stages of the evaluation process. Digital Photographs were taken of all archaeological features and deposits and black and white film photographs were taken when considered appropriate by the...
	4.3.7 A metal detector was used during excavation in order to enhance finds recovery.


	5 Archaeological Results
	5.1 Trench 1
	5.1.1 Trench 1 was aligned northwest-southeast and measured 25.3m long (Figure 2). The trench contained a single ditch, also aligned northwest-southeast, along the western edge of the trench and an area of modern refuse deposition.
	5.1.2 Ditch [104] was linear with sharp and irregular sides and an irregularly concave base measuring 0.26m deep and more than 0.84m wide (Figure 3). This ditch extended south beyond Trench 1 and terminated towards the northern end of the trench, whil...
	5.1.3 A second ditch was recorded in this trench, [112]. The alignment of this second ditch was slightly skewed from ditch [104] and subsequently, the ditch was only exposed in the southern half of the trench. The ditch was found to continue into Tren...
	5.1.4 An area of modern truncation and refuse was identified at the southern end of the trench, cutting both ditches. Among the debris were paint cans and asbestos-containing materials. No further work was completed owing to the hazardous nature of th...

	5.2 Trench 2
	5.2.1 Trench 2 was located to the south of Trench 1, aligned southwest-northeast and measured 19m long (Figure 2). Two ditches were exposed at the western end of this trench whilst a third ditch and modern pit were revealed at the eastern end (Figure 3).
	5.2.2 Previously encountered in Trench 1, ditch [112] extended into Trench 2 where it was subsequently excavated. The full profile of the ditch in Trench 2 was 0.56m wide and 0.08m deep. The ditch extended to the south beyond the limit of Trench 2.
	5.2.3 A parallel ditch [110] was excavated immediately west of ditch [112]. The ditch measured 0.76m wide and 0.12m deep and was directly comparable to the adjacent ditch [112]. Fragments of post-medieval to modern building materials were recovered fr...
	5.2.4 A partially exposed sub-rectangular pit [106] was excavated at the opposing end from the parallel ditches and measured 1.46m wide and 0.14m deep. No finds were recovered from this feature although the nature of the pit fill, which comprised re-d...
	5.2.5 Ditch [108] was located at the eastern end of Trench 2 and was seen to continue northwards into Trench 3, at which point it was excavated.

	5.3 Trench 3
	5.3.1 Trench 3 was aligned west-northwest to east-southeast and measured 10.6m (Figure 2). The continuation of ditch [108], exposed in Trench 2, was revealed within this trench at the western end (Figure 3).
	5.3.2 Where excavated, ditch [108] was 0.88m wide and 0.26m deep and contained a single fill of mid-grey clayey silt (107). A probable post-medieval nail was found in this ditch, suggesting it was broadly contemporary with ditch [104] in Trench 1.


	6 Conclusions
	6.1 The evaluation identified four post-medieval to modern linear ditches, a small probable modern pit and a modern drain and refuse dump.
	6.2 With the exception of the modern refuse, the remaining features could not be accurately dated. The post-medieval to modern building material fragments found in two of the ditches suggest that at the earliest these features date to the late post-me...
	6.3 The modern activity identified during the evaluation does raise the possibility that some or all of the linear features are extremely recent, however without solid dating evidence, this cannot be confirmed.
	6.4 The evaluation has provided limited evidence of post-medieval to modern remains likely relating to peripheral settlement activity.
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