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ABSTRACT

Pre-Construct Archaeology was commissioned by Bouygues (UK) LTD to undertake
an archaeological investigation on land at London Road Barking, London Borough of
Barking and Dagenham. The site is located at National Grid reference TQ44178412,
within an Archaeological Priority Zone (Figure 1). The excavation followed a written
scheme of investigation compiled by Helen Hawkins' of Pre-Construct Archaeology.

The archaeological works commenced on 8" January 2013 and finished on 12" April
2013. The excavation was supervised by Shane Maher, the project manager was
Helen Hawkins (PCA), the work was monitored for English Heritage by Adam Single
(GLAAS).

The site lies ¢.400m to the east of the River Roding, within the Thames Basin and
River Roding Floodplain®, with Barking Abbey to the immediate west of the site. The
ground slopes down from east to west towards Barking Abbey and the River Roding
beyond

The excavation was assigned a unique site code LRN13.

The site was divided into six areas of investigation (Areas A, B, C, D, E, F), these lay
within the footprint of the proposed development (Figure 2).

Excluding the underlying natural, six principal phases of occupation were identified,
starting with late Saxon, followed by Norman, medieval, late medieval, post-medieval
and early Modern.

Saxon pits and postholes were observed across the site and are likely to relate to the
Saxon phase of Barking Abbey, which lies only c. 100m to the southwest of site.

Medieval activity include a chalk wall, a flint lined storage pit/basement, postholes,
pits and linear cuts, probably associated with substantial structures on the western
periphery of the old medieval town with the eastern precinct wall of the Abbey running
parallel and to the west of North Street.

During the post-medieval period a series of large quarry pits were excavated and
backfilled across site. In the centre of excavation area these were overlain by brick
walls, possibly associated with the Workhouse that occupied part of the study area
between 1722 and 1841, which was subsequently converted into shops.

Wells, some over 4m deep with cuts of similar dimensions, were encountered along
the western and northern site boundaries and a number of small pits, soakaways and
postholes were recorded throughout the site during this period.

1Later 20" Century activities on the site were clearly identifiable in the form of walls
and boundary features present on Ordnance Survey plans of the area.

' Hawkins, H, 2013, Land at London Road, Barking, London Borough Of Barking and Dagenham, IG11 8AN, A
Written Scheme of Investigation for Archaeological Strip, Map and Sample
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INTRODUCTION

This report describes the results and working methods of an archaeological
excavation undertaken by Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd on land at London Road,
Barking, London Borough of Barking and Dagenham, IG11 8AN. The work was
carried out in accordance with the Written Scheme of Investigation prepared for the
project (Hawkins 2013). The works were conducted in advance of the proposed
redevelopment of the site and were preceded by an archaeological evaluation (MOLA
2012). The site central National Grid Reference is TQ4417 8412. The excavation was
conducted between 8" January and 12" April 2013.

The site is bounded by London Road to the north, East Street to the south, North
Street to the east and the Methodist church and Barking and Dagenham Skills Centre
to the east. The site lies within a designated Archaeological Priority Area and is
located c.100m to the east of Barking Abbey, a Scheduled Monument (Figures 1 and
2).

The project was commissioned and monitored by Bouygues (UK) LTD. The
excavation was supervised by Shane Maher, and was project managed by Helen
Hawkins. The work was additionally monitored for the local planning authority by
Adam Single of the Greater London Archaeology Advisory Service (GLAAS).

A Written Scheme of Investigation for an Archaeological Excavation was prepared by
Helen Hawkins (Hawkins 2013) prior to the fieldwork commencing.

The completed archive comprising written, drawn and photographic records and
artefacts will be deposited with the London Archaeological Archive and Research
Centre (LAARC), Mortimer Wheeler House, Eagle Wharf Road, London N1 7ED.

The site was allocated the site code LNR13.
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PLANNING BACKGROUND

National Guidance: National Planning Policy Framework

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was adopted on March 27 2012,
and now supersedes the former Planning Policy Statements (PPSs). The NPPF
constitutes guidance for local planning authorities and decision-takers both in drawing
up plans and as a material consideration in determining planning applications.

In considering any planning application for development the local planning authority
will be guided by the policy framework set by the NPPF, by current Local Plan policy
and by other material considerations.

Regional Policy: The London Plan

The relevant Strategic Development Plan framework is provided by “The London
Plan, Spatial Development Strategy for Greater London Consolidated with Alterations
since 2004” (Feb 2008). It includes the following policy relating to archaeology within
central London:

Policy 4b.15 Archaeology

The Mayor, in partnership with English Heritage, the Museum of London and
Boroughs, will support the identification, protection, interpretation and
presentation of London’s archaeological resources. Boroughs, in consultation
with English Heritage and other relevant statutory organisations, should
include appropriate policies in their DPDs for protecting Scheduled Ancient
Monuments and archaeological assets within their area.

Local Policy: Archaeology in the London Borough of Barking and Dagenham

The relevant local policy is provided by the London Borough of Barking and
Dagenham Core Strategy, which was adopted in 2010. It contains the following policy
statement with regards to the Historic Environment:

POLICY CP2: PROTECTING AND PROMOTING OUR HISTORIC
ENVIRONMENT

Barking and Dagenham has a rich local history. Signs of our fishing, maritime and
industrial heritage can still be seen for example at Barking Town Quay, the Ford
works in Dagenham, and the Malthouse and Granary buildings on Abbey Road.
The Becontree Estate, the Curfew Tower and remains of Barking and Abbey,
Eastbury Manor House, Valence House and Dagenham Village are also important

symbols of our past.

However, compared to many other areas the Borough has relatively few
protected historic environment assets such as listed buildings and conservations

areas. With this in mind the Council will take particular care to:

e Protect and wherever possible enhance our historic environment.
¢ Promote understanding of and respect for our local context.

e Reinforce local distinctiveness.
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¢ Require development proposals and regeneration initiatives to be of a high

quality that respects and reflects our historic context and assets.

Planning Permission

The archaeological evaluation was in advance of the proposed development of the
site for mixed use including retail and residential. The proposed scheme has full
planning permission (application number 11/00954/FUL), with conditions requiring
archaeological work:

K Archaeology

K1 The development hereby approved shall not commence until a
programme of archaeological work in accordance with a written scheme for
investigation that includes the recording and historic analysis of building
structure, architectural details and archaeological evidence, has been
submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Works
to the relevant phase of development shall only take place in accordance
with the approved scheme. The archaeological works shall only be carried
out by a suitably qualified investigation body acceptable to the Local
Planning Authority.
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GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY

Geology

The British Geological Survey (Sheet 256 North London) shows the geological
sequence on the site as superficial deposits of sand and gravels of the Taplow Gravel
Formation. The underlying solid geology comprises Eocene clay, silt and sand of the
London Clay Formation. To the west of the site alluvium is noted.

Topography

The site slopes from the east to the west towards the River Roding which lies ¢.400m
to the west.

10
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5.1.10

METHODOLOGY

Archaeological Methodology

A Written Scheme of Investigation (Hawkins 2013) and a Health and Safety Method
Statement (Hawkins 2013) were prepared before the excavations took place. The
Written Scheme of Investigation detailed the methodology required for the excavation
of the specified areas.

The archaeological works involved one large open area of excavation (Figure 2).

It was agreed to sub-divide the study site into eight areas (Areas A to F3), so priority
could be given to any area dependent on the priorities of the construction works
programme. These areas will not be referred to later in this text as they are not
relevant.

The bulk excavation was undertaken with 360 degree mechanical excavators fitted
with toothless buckets. Spoil was removed by mechanical dumper to a designated
area. Machine excavation continued in spits of approximately 200mm until the
archaeologically undisturbed sequence was observed.

In accordance with the Written Scheme of Investigation, following the removal of the
modern overburden, all archaeological deposits were hand cleaned by archaeologists
using appropriate hand tools.

Archaeological features were recorded using the single context recording system,
with individual descriptions of all archaeological features and strata excavated and
exposed entered onto pro-forma recording sheets. All detailed plans and sections of
archaeological deposits and features were recorded on polyester based drawing film,
the plans being drawn at a scale of 1:20 and the sections at 1:10 and 1:20. The OD
height of all principal strata was calculated and indicated on the appropriate plans
and sections. Features that were evidently modern were not given context numbers,
and were recorded as modern intrusions in plan.

The limits of excavation were surveyed and ten temporary Bench Marks established
using GPS survey equipment.

Photographs, comprising colour slide, black and white print film and in digital formats
were taken of the archaeological features and deposits where relevant. A
professional archaeological photographer visited the site when required in order to
take large format shots of areas or specific features. Site staff used 35mm and digital
cameras on a day-to-day basis, and the professional photographer used 35mm,
medium format (120mm) and digital cameras.

A total of 96 bulk samples were taken during the excavation in order to recover
environmental information from deposits within cut features encountered on site.

In this report contexts are shown by square brackets e.g. [100], small find by
chevrons e.g. <1> and environmental samples by brackets e.g. {23}.

11
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6.5.2

6.5.3

6.5.4

6.5.5

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The archaeological and historical background is summarised from the evaluation
report (MOLA 2012).

Prehistoric

Few prehistoric finds have been made within the vicinity of the site, although there
have been finds closer to the river which suggest activity in the vicinity.

Roman

The landscape surrounding the site during the Roman period is unclear it may have
been characterised by open fields or woodland. Archaeological evidence suggests
possible Romano-British occupation to the west of the site close to the River Roding,
but it is unlikely that this would have extended as far east as the site.

Saxon and Medieval

The site was probably open farm land on the periphery of a settlement during the
Saxon or early medieval period. During the later medieval period Barking Abbey,
close to the river immediately to the west of the site, became the focus for the
settlement of Barking. Whether related to activity of the Abbey itself or to activity
drawn in by its presence clearly the Abbey’s existence served to bring together and
encourage local development.

The MOLA evaluation carried out in 2010 to the immediate east identified cut features
including possible post-holes and a quarry pit. The backfill of the quarry pit included
medieval pottery dating from the mid 12th to early 13th century. These features were
sealed by a soil associated with the cultivation of the area around Barking Abbey in
the medieval period; this also contained pottery dating from the 12th or 13th century.

Post-Medieval

Barking Abbey, located immediately to the west of the site, was demolished in 1541-
42 after the Dissolution of the monasteries. However settlement around the remains
of the Abbey continued into the16th and 17th centuries, concentrated along North
Street in the western part of the site.

A 1653 map of Barking village shows buildings, probably shops, within the site on the
east side of North Street. In the north-western corner of the site a Free School is
marked, and the Bull public house is shown just outside the southern corner of the
site.

Chapman and Andre’s map of 1777 is of too small a scale to show the site in detail,
but marks ‘Charter School’, possibly within the site. In 1722 a workhouse opened,
occupying four leasehold tenements on the western part of the site. It was succeeded
by a larger workhouse in 1788, which may have been the largest workhouse in
Essex. In 1841 it was converted to shops.

The Ordnance Survey map of 1864 shows North Street lined with an irregular row of
buildings extending into the western edge of the site, probably mainly shops and
small houses. Trafalgar Street and un-named alleys run eastwards across the site;
these are lined with terraced houses, with gardens or yards to the rear and orchards
in the eastern part of the site. The site maintains this structure of buildings and streets
until 1937 when much of the area of the site was cleared for the extension of London
Road.

The Ordnance Survey map of 1949 shows the whole site cleared for redevelopment.
By 1962 Ordnance Survey mapping shows the North Street and London Road
frontages of the site as rebuilt with a mixture of commercial and residential properties.

12
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6.5.7

6.5.8

These buildings remained on the land until they were recently taken down prior to the
evaluation.

A previous evaluation of the site was carried out by MOLA in July/August 2012
(MOLA 2012). Eight evaluation trenches were excavated in order to assess the
archaeological potential of the site. These revealed that archaeological features
survived at the site despite disturbance associated with: the building of 19th century
cellars, the demolition of previous modern structures and the laying down of services.
One of the trenches was extended to further investigate one of the features
encountered.

In all trenches natural deposits of sands, gravels and brickearth were overlain by a
modern make up layer consisting of a dark grey mixture of rubble and clayey sandy
silt. The natural deposits were truncated by several cut-features including pits,
postholes and quarry pits, as well as the remains of two cesspits or wells. A number
of pottery sherds and fragments of building material were recovered from the features
with dates ranging from the medieval to the Victorian period.

Although some finds evidence dated to the period when nearby Barking Abbey would
have been active, no substantive connection could be made between the two. Many
of the recorded features appeared heavily truncated by modern construction and
associated work.

13
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7.3.3

PHASED ARCHAEOLOGICAL SEQUENCE

Introduction

The stratigraphic sequence has been divided into seven main phases with sub-
phases added where relevant, these phases are as follows:

PHASE 1 - NATURAL
Sandy Gravels — [1], Natural Features [35], [55], [75]

The natural drift geology recorded across site comprised yellow/orange sandy
gravels. Due to past intrusive activities on site no untruncated gravels were observed.
The truncated natural was observed at a high point of 7.42m OD in the east of site

sloping to 6.67m OD in the west.

PHASE 2 — Late Saxon (Figure 3)

Phase 2 represents the earliest archaeological activity identified on site which
included a probable well and four pits cutting the natural. The dating material
recovered suggested that they were Late Saxon in date.

The well [11] was located in the southeast quadrant of site with an associated
storage/rubbish pit [9], circa 10.0m to the northwest. The proximity of these features
suggests that they are associated with a property nearby.

The well [11] (fills [6], [12], [18], [10], [15], [16], [17]) measured 1.2m N-S by 1.32m E-
W and extended beyond the excavated depth of 1.70m. The cut was recorded at
6.42m OD and was characterised by near vertical edges. It was filled by a sequence
of silts and clay. The soil description of the fills, environmental sample number, spot
dates and finds retrieved are tabulated below. The presence of a decayed timber fill
[16] is indicative of a collapsed timber lining. Pottery recovered from contexts [6], [10],
[15], [16] and [17] firmly place the well in the Late Saxon Period. Residual Roman

CBM was retrieved from [6], [10], [16] and a bead fragment SF<1> from [6].

Context

Soil
description

Pot spot
dates

CBM spot
dates

Sample
number

Small finds
number

Greyish brown,
sandy silty clay
with Occ. sub
angular/rounded
pebbles and
charcoal flecks

1000-1050

55-160+

1

12

Brownish grey,
silty sandy clay
with Mod.
charcoal flecks

18

Brown, sandy
silty clay with
Mod. lenses of
grey sandy clay

10

Yellowish
brown, sandy
silty clay with

1000-1100

55-400+

14
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Context Soil Pot spot | CBM spot | Sample Small finds
description dates dates number number
Occ. sub-
rounded
pebbles and
decayed
organic material

15 Brown, sandy | 900-1050 - - -
silty clay with
Occ. sub-
rounded
pebbles,
manganese and
charcoal flecks

16 Brown, decayed | 900-1100 55-160+ - -
timber with Occ.
sub-rounded
pebbles

17 Yellowish 900-1050 - - -
brown, sandy
silt with Mod.
sub-rounded
pebbles

7.34

7.3.5

7.3.6

7.3.7

Pit [9] (fills [8], [13], [14]) was sub-rectangular in shape with near vertical sides and a
concave base, to the south it was truncated by a concrete ground beam. The pit was
recorded at 6.79m OD measuring 1.94m N-S by 1.45m E-W with a depth of 1.18m. A
series of silts and sand deposits filled the feature. The basal fill [14] was a light grey
brown clay silt. Pottery recovered from this fill was dated to 900-1050. Overlying this
was a charcoal rich deposit [13] which contained burnt bone, burnt Roman brick and
pottery of a similar date. The uppermost fill [8] was noted as a mid brown grey silty
sand with Roman tile, daub and pottery sherds dated to 1000-1050.

A sub-rectangular pit [305] (fill [303], [304]) was excavated c. 40.0m to the northeast
of the well and pit features. It was noted to be truncated by later features [205] to the
south and [302] west. The pit was characterised by near vertical sides which had a
top level of 6.94m OD. The pit was excavated to a depth of 1.2m and then a 0.3m x
0.3m sondage was dug to its base. The feature measured 1.74m N-S by 1.00m E-W
with a depth of 1.65m. The basal fill [304] was a soft, mid to dark blue grey, sandy silt
with traces of organic material and a fragment of hassock stone rubble which was
spot-dated AD 50-400+. The upper fill [303] had a more cess-like appearance and
yielded one fragment of Roman tile spot-dated AD 55-160+. These finds were

residual.

Sub-circular pit [638] (fill [637]) was identified c. 20.0m to the north of [305] at 7.02m
OD. The sides were steeply sloping and the pit dimensions were 0.64m N-S by 0.9m
E-W with a depth of 0.4m. One pottery sherd dated 900-1100 was recovered from the
sandy silt fill [637].

Circa 36.0m to the north of pit [9] a sub-rectangular pit [391] (fill [390]), was recorded
at 7.19m OD, with sides that sloped steeply to a horizontal base. The pit measured

15




London Road, Barking, Archaeological Excavation: Assessment Report

© Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited  May 2014

7.4
7.41

7.4.2

7.4.3

7.4.4

7.45

7.4.6

747

7.4.38

749

1.89m N-S by 1.62m E-W and was 0.44m deep. Pottery sherds retrieved from the
silty clay fill [390] were dated 900-1050.

PHASE 3.1 — Norman 1066-1200 (Figure 4)

Phase 3 represents the Norman period (c. AD 1066-1200) when archaeological
activity increased on site. This phase is characterised by a number of features cut
into the natural gravels. On the north side a probable well and four sub-rectangular
pits appear to mark what could be a northeast to southwest property boundary. Circa
15.0m to the southeast of this pit line, 2 shallow posthole/pits were excavated. On the
west side 3 pits form a roughly north to south alignment, almost parallel to where the
medieval road is conjectured. To the east of the northern pit alignment, c. 15.0m, two
sub-rectangular pits were recorded.

The line of sub-rectangular pits [967], [613], [503], and [454] in the north of study area
are all characterised by near vertical sides. The bases of pits [967] and [454] were
excavated fully and were found to be almost level, [454] was excavated to a depth of
1.2m then augered to its base. After excavating Pit [613] to a depth of 1.2m a
sondage was dug through the basal fill to ascertain its basal level.

The most westerly pit [967] (fills [966], [976], [977]) was noted at 6.6m OD measuring
1.46m N-S by 1.5m E-W and 0.96m deep. The basal fill [977] was a sandy gravel
deposit (possibly, slippage to the sides) which was overlain by sandy silts. Recovered
pottery from fill [976] was dated to AD 1100-1300.

Pit [613] (fills [611], [612]) was located c. 10.0m to the northeast of [967] at 7.14m OD
with dimensions of 1.4m N-S by 1.6m E-W and 1.4m deep. The basal fill [612] was a
silty sand deposit with frequent sub-rounded and sub-angular pebbles. Pottery sherds
retrieved from the overlying clay silt [611] deposit were dated to 1100-1200.

Circa 3.5m to the northeast, pit [503] (fills [501], [502]) was at 7.04m OD and
measured 1.45m N-S by 1.12m E-W and was 1.68m deep. Two sandy silt deposits
filled the pit, these were excavated to a depth of 1.2m, then a 0.3m x 0.3m sondage
was dug to reveal the base. Sherds of pottery from the upper fill [502] were dated to
the 12" century.

The most easterly of the pits [454] (fills 452], [453]), located c. 6.0m to the northeast
of [503], was recorded at 7.1m OD measuring 1.32m N-S by 1.29m E-W and was
0.67m deep. Sandy silt deposits were noted filling the cut. The basal fill [453] yielded
one sherd of pottery which was spot dated AD 1100-1300. Pottery sherds from the
upper fill [452] were dated to the 12""-13" century.

Located to the west of and adjacent to [454] the cut for a probable well [421] (fills
[420], [428], [432]) was seen at 7.03m OD. The cut measured 1.16m N-S by 1.6m E-
W and was excavated to a depth of 1.2m, then after augering the base was
established at 2.27m deep. A sequence of sandy silts filled the feature. Bone and a
metal rod, SF <13>, were recovered from the basal fill [432], a large fragment of
Bargate stone was found in [428].

A group of N-S arranged pits [1017], [1034] and [1435], measured c. 75.0m from end
to end along the alignment, and were almost parallel to the western site boundary
which was parallel to the existing road (North Street). Pit [1017], the most northerly of
this pit line was located c. 7m to the west of pit [967].

Sub rectangular pit [1435] (fill [1436]) had a top level of 6.87m OD and was
excavated in the south east quadrant of site. The cut was characterised by
overhanging sides and a concave base with dimensions of 1.2m N-S by 1.12m E-W
and 0.38m deep. A modern intrusion had truncated the western edge of the cut. Two
pot sherds spot dated to 1100-1200 were found in the sandy silt fill [1436] of the cut.

16
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7.4.10

7.4.11

7.412

7.413

7.4.14

7.4.15

7.4.16

7.417

7.5
7.51

7.5.2

7.5.3

Circa 53.0m to the north pit [1034] (fills [1031], [1032], [1033]) was located at 6.41m
OD measuring 1.45m N-S by 1.2m with a depth of 1.05m. The pit had steeply sloping
sides and a flat base. Bone and a large assemblage of pottery was recovered from
the clay silt basal fill [1033], the pot sherds were dated to 1100-1250. This was
capped with successive deposits of course grained sand and clay silt.

The most northerly pit [1017] (fill [1016]) was recorded at 6.72m OD, c. 21.0m to the
north of [1034]. The pit was characterised by near vertical sides and an almost flat
base with dimensions of 0.6m N-S by 1.1m E-W and a depth of 0.23m. The silty
gravelly sand fill [1016] yielded pottery dated to the 12" century.

To the east of this pit group, c. 22.0m, probable well [1459] and sub-rectangular pit
[1099] were excavated.

A further probable well [1459] (fills [1457], [1458]) was sub-square with a top level of
6.92m OD and had near vertical sides. The feature measured 1.55m N-S by 1.35m E-
W and was excavated to depth of 1.2m then hand augered to its base giving a total
depth of 2.15m. Sandy silt deposits were recorded filling the cut, the upper fill [1457]
contained pottery dated to 1000-1200.

Sub-rectangular pit [1099] (fill [1100]) was located at 7.03m OD c. 22.0m to the north
of [1459]. The pit had near vertical sides with dimensions of 1.43m N-S by 0.93m E-
W and was excavated to a depth of 1.2m, it was then augered to established the
base which was at 1.70m depth. Two pot sherds were found in the silty sand fill
[1100], which were dated 1000-1200.

Circa 14.0m to the south of the northern pit line, a shallow sub-oval pit [829] and a
posthole/pit [810] were recorded cutting the natural.

A sub-oval pit [829] (fill [828]) had a top level of 7.08m OD and was characterised by
gradually sloping sides and a concave base. The pit measured 0.8m N-S by 1.40m E-
W with a depth of 0.18m and was filled with a sandy silt deposit [828] which yielded
pottery dated 900-1500 and one fragment of early medieval glazed peg tile dated
1135-1220.

Posthole/pit [810] (fill [809]) was sub oval in shape and was recorded at 7.25m OD c.
6.0m to the northeast of [829]. The cut had sides that sloped gently to a nearly level
base with dimensions measuring 1.1m N-S by 0.82m E-W and 0.25m deep. Pottery
sherds recovered from the clay sand fill were dated to 1100-1300.

Phase 3.2 1200-1400 (Figure 5)

This phase represents the period of the 13" and 14" centuries when archaeological
activities on site further intensified.

The largest of the 13th century features encountered on the plot have been
interpreted here as quarry pits, three of these were located in the centre of the site
and were observed to be intercutting. Two quarry pits were located c. 34.0m to the
south, in the southwest quadrant of the site. A NW-SE alignment of postholes and
pits was observed in the west of study area, these measured c. 55.0m end to end and
may have marked a property boundary of some kind. A timber lined pit was noted c.
34.0m to the east of the central quarry pits. One posthole and two shallow pits were
recorded in the southeast quadrant of site.

A series of deep wells and large pits, dated to the 14" century formed an L-shape
alignment, which is suggestive of a property boundary, that extended c. 67.0m NE-
SW and c. 48.0m NW-SE. In the southwest quadrant of site a concentration of cut
features including postholes, pits and a ditch were noted. These lay to the south of
the possible property boundary. A group of four shallow pits were noted in the
southwest corner of the site, c. 22.0m to the south of the boundary. In the southeast
corner of site a group of postholes formed what could have been an enclosure. Two
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shallow pits were noted within it. Circa 10.0m to the southeast of the postholes a
group of 7 pits was recorded. To the northwest of the posthole group, c. 36.0m, three
postholes were noted in a NE-SW alignment, measuring ¢. 4m end to end. A group of
seven pits was recorded in the north and east of site, c. 24.0m to the east of these
postholes. These pits seemed to form a pattern that is suggestive of another
property/field boundary. On the west side of the site, just to the east of the L-shaped
alignment of wells and pits, a series of small to medium sized pits was recorded. Two
linear features and 3 pits were recorded in the centre of site during this phase.

13" Century Features
Quarry Pits

Pit [902] (fill [901]) was the earliest of the three intercutting quarry pits noted in the
centre of the site. The pit was sub-rectangular and characterised by gently sloping
sides with a concave base. It was truncated to the east by [908] and by [911] to the
south. The top level was 7.16m OD and it measured 1.1m N-S by 0.86m E-W with a
depth of 0.17m. A silty clay deposit filled the pit [901].

Sub-rounded quarry pit [911] (fills [909], [910]) was recorded at 7.21m OD with
gradually sloping sides and a concave base. The pit was truncated to the north by
[908] and measured 2.4m N-S by 2.24m E-W and of 0.5m deep. Silty clay deposits
were noted filling the pit. Pottery sherds recovered from the upper fill [909] were
dated to AD 1200-1300.

Quarry pit [908] (fill [907]) was sub-rectangular in shape and characterised by vertical
sides and a horizontal base. The dimensions were 2.1m N-S by 1.68m E-W and
1.11m deep with a top level of 7.19m OD. The silty clay fill [907] contained one sherd
of pottery dated to 1100-1300.

A large sub-rounded quarry pit [1622] (fill [1621]) was located c. 34.0m to the south of
[911] at 7.03m OD. The pit had gently sloping sides and a level base measuring
5.04m N-S by 4.84m E-W and 0.28m deep. To the east it was truncated by pit [1662].
The sandy silt fill [1621] yielded 13" century pottery and CBM.

Circa 4.0m to the west of [1622] a sub-oval quarry pit [622] (fills [619], [620], [621]
was noted with very steeply sloping sides and a level base. The top level was 7.01m
OD and the dimensions were 3.9m N-S by 3.4m E-W with a depth of 1.15m. The pit
was truncated by later features [1336], [1302] and [1178] to the east and by [540] in
the west. A sequence of sandy silt and clay silt deposits filled the pit. Pottery dated to
1200-1270 and residual Roman brick, tile and medieval peg tile were recovered from
the sandy silt basal fill [621]. The upper fill [619] yielded ceramics of the same date
range (i.e. 1200-1270) and one fragment of medieval peg tile.

NW-SE Pit and Posthole Alignment

A group of pits and postholes, [991], [100], [1194], [1373] and [1393] were noted in a
NW-SE alignment. The distance end to end was ¢.55.0m. It is possible that this
represents a former property delimitation.

The southernmost posthole [1393] (fill [1392]) was located c. 13.0m to the south of
quarry pit [622], at 6.8m OD. The posthole was sub-rounded with dimensions of
0.39m N-S by 0.46m E-W and a depth of 0.34m. Vertical sides and a level base
characterised the posthole. A clay sand deposit [1392] without finds filled the cut.

Posthole [1373] (fill [1372]) was excavated c. 1.5m to the northwest of [1393]. The cut
was sub-rounded in shape with vertical sides and a level base. It was recorded at
6.81m OD measuring 0.44m N-S by 0.54m E-W and 0.35m deep. Pottery from the
sandy clay fill [1372] was dated to 1180-1270.

18



London Road, Barking, Archaeological Excavation: Assessment Report

© Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited  May 2014

7.5.12

7.5.13

7.5.14

7.5.15

7.5.16

7.517

7.5.18

7.5.19

Circa 34.0m to the northwest of posthole [1373] a sub-square pit [1194] (fill [1193])
was recorded at 6.42m OD. The pit measured 0.88m N-S by 0.78m E-W with a depth
of 0.44m. A post medieval construction element [524] truncated the upper portion of
the pit. The sides were near to vertical and the base almost level. The sandy gravel
fill [1193] contained one sherd of pot dated 1100-1225.

Sub-circular pit [1000] (fill [999]) was noted, c. 16.0m to the northwest of [1194], with
vertical sides and a level base measuring 1.26m N-S by 1.12m E-W and 0.91m deep.
The highest level was 6.47m OD. A silty clay deposit [999] with pottery dated AD
1110-1225 filled the pit.

A sub-rectangular pit [991] (fill [990]) was seen truncating the northern section of
[1000]. The upper level was 6.5m OD and the dimensions were 2.04m N-S by 0.9m
E-W and 0.53m deep. The pit had gradually sloping sides and a level base. Fish
bones and a substantial assemblage of pottery sherds, dated to 1170-1280, were
retrieved from the silty clay fill [990].

Pit Features

To the east of posthole [1373], c. 2.0m, pit [1449] (fill [1448]) was recorded at 6.81m
OD with measurements of 1.34m N-S by 1.28m E-W and 0.23m deep. The pit was
sub-square in shape and had steeply sloping sides and an almost level base. A
modern intrusion truncated the eastern segment of the feature. One pottery sherd
dated to 1000-1225 and a small copper cube shaped object SF <40> were recovered
from the silty clay sand fill [1448].

Sub circular pit [425] (fill [424]) was located ¢.10.0m to the north of [1449] at 7.04m
OD. The sides were described as moderate to steeply sloping and the base as
slightly concave. A later cut [242] truncated the pit to the west, pit [540] truncated pit
[425] to the north and the cut of a Victorian sewer [131] was seen truncating the
centre portion of the feature. The dimensions of the pit were 1.35m N-S by 1.20m E-
W and 0.5m deep. Filling the pit was a deposit of sandy silt [424] which yielded one
fragment of pottery dated 1100-1300.

At ¢.10.0m to the northwest of [425] shallow sub-rounded pit/posthole feature [566]
(fill [565]) was located. The top level was noted at 6.73m OD and the measurements
were listed as 0.52m N-S by 0.4m E-W and 0.21m deep. The cut was characterised
by gently sloping sides and a concave base that had been truncated to the east by
cut [467]. One sherd of 13" century pottery recovered from the silty sand fill [565].

Circa 19m to the northeast of pit [991] a sub-rectangular pit [666] (fill [665]) was
excavated. Cuts [679] and [862] truncated this feature to south and cut [617]
truncated it to the northwest. The pit was recorded at 6.98m OD with dimensions of
1.66m N-S by 2.06m E-W and 0.56m deep. The sides sloped steeply to a level base.
Filling the pit was a deposit of sandy silt [665] which yielded pottery dated to 1240-
1300 and CBM.

In the eastern quadrant of site a sub-square, timber lined, pit [1676] (fills [1675],
[1677], [1678], [1679]) was located c. 33.0m to the east of quarry pit [908]. The
highest level was noted at 7.13m OD and the measurements were 1.24m N-S by
1.2m E-W and 1.23m deep. The pit was characterised by near vertical sides and a
slightly concave base. The basal fill [1679] was a gravelly sand that was probably
deposited when the timber lining decayed and the sides of the pit collapsed. Traces
of the timber lining survived leaving a thin deposit of decayed wood [1678], 0.08m
thick, at the base and lower sides of the cut. Successive deposits of fine grained silty
sand were recorded filling the remainder of the pit. Pottery dated 1200-1280 and
medieval peg tile were retrieved from the uppermost fill [1676].
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14" Century Features
L-shaped well and pit alignment.

A group of wells and large pits [1500], [603], [933], [530] and [769] was seen
extending in a NE-SW alignment in the west of site. The distance from [1500] in the
southwest to [769] in the northeast was c. 64.0m. A second line of features (well
[1447] and pit [540]) was seen extending from [1500] ¢.33m to the southeast forming
an L-shape with the first line.

Well [1500] (fills [1498], [1499], [1501]) was located on the western edge of site, c.
0.5m from the limit of excavation at 6.46m OD. The cut was sub-rounded in shape
and measured 2.12m N-S by 2.73m E-W. The well was excavated to a depth of 1.2m
by hand, then machine excavated to a depth of 2.5m (the area surrounding the
feature was stepped down to provide safe access to the lower level for recording
purposes). Once recording was complete it was decided to try to excavate to the
base of the cut, again by machine. At c. 4.0m BGL (below ground level) the remnants
of a timber frame became visible, but due to the loose nature of the surrounding
natural deposits it was only possible to take photographs. At this level groundwater
began seeping into the excavation causing the sides to collapse preventing any
further investigations. The lowest recorded fill [1501] was a deposit of sandy gravels
which yielded one sherd of 12"-13™ century pottery. A deposit of sandy clay [1499]
recorded above [1501] constituted the backfill of the upper portion of the well shaft,
the timber lining having rotted away. Abraded medieval peg tile was recovered from
the upper silty sand fill [1498].

Located c. 19.0m to the northeast of [1500] well [603] (fills [602], [1095]) was found at
6.92m OD. This feature was sub-circular in plan shape and measured 2.4m N-S by
2.68m E-W with a depth greater than 4.5m. The upper sandy silt fill [602] was
excavated by hand to a depth of 1.2m, this was then augered a further 2.8m. A
machine was then used to try to ascertain the depth of the base. At 4.5m BGL the
edges of the excavation collapsed making further investigation impossible. During
excavation the sides were revealed to be vertical but the base was not observed. The
lower fill [1095] was recorded as a silty clay sand at ¢.3.0m OD. A large assemblage
of pottery dated 1270-1350, CBM (including a box comb flue tile) and bone was
retrieved from the upper fill [602].

Sub-oval pit [933] (fill [932]) was noted c. 8.0m to the northeast of [603] at 6.81m OD
with dimensions of 2.0m N-S by 2.8m E-W and 1.85m deep (the fill was excavated by
hand to 1.2m then augured to the base). The sides were noted to be steeply sloping,
but the base was not seen. The southern edge of the pit had been truncated by a
modern pipe cut. Ceramics dated 1240-1350 and fragments of medieval glazed peg
tile were recovered from the silty sand fill [932].

Circa 19m to the northeast of [933] a large sub-oval pit [530] (fill [529]) was
excavated. The pit had gently sloping sides and a level base. The top level was at
7.08m OD and the measurements were 3.2m N-S by 2.04m E-W and 0.47m deep.
Filling the pit was a sandy silt deposit [529] which yielded substantial amounts of
pottery dated to 1270-1350, medieval peg tile (some possibly Noak Hill — Mill Green
fabric types) and burnt German Lavastone quern fragments.

The most northerly feature in this alignment was sub-circular pit [769] (fill [768])
located c. 11.0m to the northeast of [530]. The pit had dimensions of 0.9m N-S by
1.1m E-W with a depth of 0.9m and the highest level was recorded at 6.88m OD. The
sides were near to vertical and the base was concave. Two sherds of pottery dated
1200-1400 and fragments of unglazed medieval peg tile were recovered from the
sandy gravelly silt fill [768].
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To the southeast of [1500] at c. 22.0m a rectangular pit [540] (fills [539], [618]) was
excavated. This was characterised by vertical sides and a level base. A later
truncation [457] cut the pit to the west. The top level was 7.02m OD and the
measurements were 2.15m N-S by 1.8m E-W with a depth of 1.5m. Sandy silt
deposits were described filling the pit. The basal fill [618] was seen at the base of a
0.3m x 1.0m sondage excavated through the bottom of the upper fill [539] (when its
depth exceeded 1.2m). Pottery dated AD 1240-1350, a residual Roman tile and a
fragment of Bargate stone were retrieved from [539].

The sub-circular cut for a probable well [1447] (fills [1442], [1443], [1444], [1445],
[1446], [1546], [1547]) was excavated c. 5.5m to the southeast of [540] at 6.92m OD.
It had steeply sloping to vertical sides which measured 3.55m N-S by 2.44m E-W.
The cut was excavated to a depth of 1.2m, and then augered to determine the depth
of the base, which was found at a depth of 2.6m BGL. It was filled by a sequence of
sands and silts. Soil descriptions of the fills, environmental sample number, spot
dates and finds retrieved are tabulated below. The steeply sloping to vertical sides
and the depth of the cut were all indicative of the feature being a well. Due to the
base being augered and not seen, it was not possible to identify the primary fill. Fills
[1443] and [1547] are the lowest recorded ones in this sequence. The pottery from
this feature places it firmly in the 14" century. A loom weight SF <42> was recovered
from fill [1446]. The well was truncated to the south by cut [1461], the east by [1478]
and to the west by cuts [1441] and [1438].

Context Soil description Pot spot | CBM spot | Sample Small finds
dates dates number number
1442 Greyish brown, | 1270-1350 | 1180-1600 | - -

sandy silt, Occ. pot,
charcoal, shell, chalk
flecks, Mod. Flint

pebbles
1443 Brownish grey, silty | 1350-1550 | - - -
sand, Freq.
Charcoal, Occ. Flint
pebbles
1444 Mixed - - - -

brown/yellow/reddish
grey, sandy silt,
Mod. Flint pebbles,
Occ. Charcoal, pot,
burnt flint, flint, CBM

1445 Brownish grey, silty | - - - -
sand, Occ. Flint
pebbles, lenses of
brown yellow sand,

charcoal

1446 Greyish brown, | 1270-1350 | 1135-1220 | 80 42
Sandy silt, Occ.
Charcoal, flint
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Context Soil description Pot spot | CBM spot | Sample Small finds
dates dates number number
pebbles, pot, CBM,
burnt flint.
1546 Brownish - - - -

yellow/grey  brown,
clay silt, Mod. Flint

pebbles

1547 Brownish grey, silty | - 1200-1400 | 88 -
sand, Occ. Flint
pebbles, pot

Intercutting pits and features in southwest quadrant of site

To the southeast of pit [504] and well [1447] a concentration of cut features including
intercutting pits, postholes and a linear cut were recorded. These appeared to mark a
N-S aligned property boundary which respected the line of North Street.

Large Intercutting Features

Linear feature [1383] (fill [1381], [1382]) was excavated c.2.0m to the west of well
[1447] at 7.01m OD. The cut had steeply sloping to vertical sides and a level base
with dimensions of 1.67m N-S by 5.5m E-W and a depth of 1.19m. It was filled with
sandy silt deposits. A large assemblage of ceramics dated to 1270-1350 and
medieval glazed and unglazed tile was retrieved from the basal fill [1382]. Ceramics
and similar CBM were recovered from the upper fill [1381]. The cut was truncated by
pit [1380] to the south and [1438] to the east.

Sub-square pit [1380] (fill [1379]) was noted at 7.00m OD measuring 1.82m N-S by
1.06m E-W and 0.45m deep. The sides were described as steeply sloping and the
base as irregular. Two sherds of pottery dating to 1200-1400 and one fragment of
abraded medieval peg tile were recovered from the sandy silt fill [1379].

Circa 2.0m to the east of [1380] a sub- rectangular pit [1441] (fills [1439], [1440]) was
recorded at 6.97m OD, cutting well [1447]. The pit measured 1.44m N-S by 2.6m E-W
with a depth of 0.91m which was characterised by steeply sloping sides and a level
base. The northwest portion of the feature was truncated by pit [1438]. Sandy silt
deposits were noted filling the cut. Pottery from the basal fill [1440] was dated to
1200-1280 AD.

Pit [1438] (fill [1437]) was sub-rectangular in shape with vertical sides, the base was
observed by augering. The highest level was recorded at 7.02m OD and the
dimensions were 2.08m N-S by 2.54m E-W and it was 1.55m deep. The sandy silt fill
[1437] contained a large collection of ceramics dated to 1270-1350, as well as a
combed Boxed flue tile and a medieval peg tile. This pit cut both [1380] and [1441].

A shallow sub-rounded pit [457] (fill [456]) was seen cutting the top of pit [540] at
7.06m OD. The sides sloped gently to a slightly concave base which was truncated
by a modern pipe trench to the west and pit [423] to the north. The feature measured
2.6m N-S by 2.8m E-W and had a depth of 0.3m. A sandy silt deposit [456] with
sherds of late 12" to 13" century date filled the cut.

To the southeast of well [1447], c. 4.0m, a sub-oval quarry pit [1565] (fills [1562],
[1563], [1564]) was excavated at 6.48m OD. The pit was characterised by sides that
sloped steeply to a flat shelf, then vertically to a slightly concave base. A modern
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truncation had removed the southern edge of the feature. The dimensions of the cut
were 2.4m N-S by 3.65m E-W and it was 0.95m deep. A sequence of sand and silt
deposits filled the pit. The basal fill [1564] was recorded as a sandy silt deposit with
pottery dated to 1270-1500 and one fragment of abraded medieval peg tile. Finds
from the top fill [1562] included fragments of a lead object SF<46>, fragments of
medieval glazed and unglazed peg tile and a substantial assemblage of pottery dated
to AD 1350-1400.

The eastern edge of [1565] was cut by a sub-rectangular pit [1616] (fills [1614],
[1615]) at a level of 6.45m OD. Its surviving dimensions were 1.62m N-S by 0.86m E-
W and it was 1.67m deep. The pit was excavated to 1.2m then a 0.3m x 0.3m
sondage was dug to establish the depth at the base. Excavation revealed the sides to
be vertical but not enough of the base was visible to determine its form. Sandy silt
deposits were noted filling the pit. Pottery dated to AD 1000-1225 and one piece of
medieval glazed peg/floor tile was recovered from the upper fill [1614].

Pits

Circa 11.5m to the south of well [1447] a sub-rounded pit [1607] (fills [1628], [1629],
[1637]) was located at 6.44m OD. The pit was characterised by near vertical sides
and an uneven base that was truncated to the south west by modern intrusions. The
dimensions were 2.8m N-S by 2.4m E-W and 1.11m deep. The basal fill [1637] was
recorded as a silty sand deposit which was covered by a succession of silty clays.
Pottery dated to AD 1280-1350 and a large assemblage of medieval peg tile was
recovered from [1629]. Similar peg tile and pottery dated to 1200-1400 was retrieved
from fill [1628]. A sub-oval posthole [1639] (fill [1638]) was seen in the base of [1607]
at 5.47m OD. The posthole measured 0.16m by 0.1m and had a depth greater than
0.34m (it was not possible to fully excavate the cut). The excavated sides were
vertical and a silty clay material [1638] was noted as its fill.

Located c.7.0m to the northwest of [1607] an irregular sided pit [1323] (fill [1322]) was
excavated. The top level was at 7.04m OD and the measurements were 1.7m N-S by
1.8m E-W and it was 0.25m deep. The cut had moderately sloping sides and the
base was slightly concave. A silty sand deposit [1322] without finds filled the cut.

L-Shaped alignment of small pits and postholes

A group of small pits and postholes ([1461], [1321], [1325], [1327], [1329], [1424],
[455]) were noted to the south of well [1447] and pit [540], possibly formed an L-
shaped structural element.

A small sub-circular pit/posthole cut [1461] (fill [1460]) was recorded at 6.9m OD
truncating well [1447]. The pit/posthole was shallow and had gently sloping sides with
a concave base. Its measurements were 1.1m N-S by 1.1m E-W and it was 0.25m
deep. Pottery dated to AD 1270-1350 and one fragment of residual Roman tile were
retrieved from the sandy silt fill [1460].

Located c. 5.0m to the southwest of [1461] a sub-circular posthole [1321] (fill [1320])
was excavated. The posthole was noted at 6.92m OD to be 0.8m by 0.74m and
0.26m deep. The sides were moderately steep and its base slightly concave. A silty
gravelly sand deposit [1325] with pottery dated AD 1270-1400 filled the posthole.

Sub-circular posthole [1325] (fill [1324]) was located c. 1.0m to the northwest of pit
[1321] at 6.97m OD. The posthole was characterised by steeply sloping sides and an
had an almost level base with dimensions of 0.7m N-S by 0.66m E-W and 0.17m
deep. No finds were recovered from the silty sandy gravel fill [1324].

Posthole [1327] (fill [1326]), noted as sub-oval in shape, was recorded at 6.91m OD
truncating the south-western edge of [1325]. Steeply sloping sides and a base that
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sloped from south to north were seen measuring 0.42m N-S by 0.36m E-W and
0.14m deep. The silty sand fill [1326] yielded no finds.

The north-western edge of [1325] was truncated by posthole [1329] (fill [1328]) at
6.72m OD. Sub-circular in shape with steeply sloping sides and a concave base, the
posthole was filled by a silty sand fill [1328]. The dimensions were 0.9m N-S by 0.9m
E-W and 0.28m deep. No dating material was present.

A sub-square posthole [1424] (fill [1423]), immediately northwest of [1329], was
excavated at 6.87m OD measuring 0.3m N-S by 0.45m E-W and 0.21m deep. Near
vertical sides and an uneven base characterised the posthole. The fill was a silty
sand deposit truncated to the north by later feature [1408]. No finds were recovered.

Circa 6.5m to the northwest of [1424] a sub-oval posthole [455] (fill [427]) was located
at 7.09m OD. The posthole was characterised by steeply sloping sides and a
concave base with dimensions of 0.6m N-S by 0.44m E-W and a depth of 0.45m. A
fragment of daub was retrieved from the sandy silt fill [427]. This posthole is not part
of the L-shaped alignment and lay some way off, but it could still be associated.

Pit group in southwest quadrant of site

A group of four shallow sub-oval to sub-rectangular pits [1410], [1412], [1416], [1389]
was recorded in the southwest quadrant of site c. 6m from the southern L.O.E. (Limit
of Excavation). These were located c. 13.0m to the southwest of pit [1323] and are
the remnants of once much deeper features that had been horizontally truncated
sometime in the late 20" century.

The most southerly of this pit group was [1416] (fill [1415]), described as sub-
rectangular in shape with gently sloping sides and a level base. The pit was at 6.83m
OD measuring 0.8m N-S by 1.2m E-W and 0.08m deep. This is most likely the basal
remnant of a once deeper feature. One sherd of pottery dated to AD 1080-1350 was
recovered from the silty clay fill [1415].

Sub-rectangular pit [1410] (fill [1409]) was excavated c. 1.5m to the north of [1416] at
6.80m OD. The pit was characterised by sides that sloped gently to an uneven base.
The dimensions of the cut were 1.6m N-S by 2.1m E-W and 0.18m. A silty clay
deposit [1409] with pottery dated to AD 1270-1350 constituted its fill.

The southern edge of [1410] was truncated by another sub-rectangular pit [1412] (fill
[1411]), recorded at 6.82m OD with dimensions of 0.9m N-S by 1.73m E-W and
0.15m deep. The sides were noted as gently sloping and the base concave to level.
One sherd of pottery dated AD 1000-1200 and two fragments of medieval peg tile
were recovered from the silty clay fill [1411].

Circa 3.5m to the west of [1410] a sub-oval pit [1389] (fill [1388]) was noted at 6.78m
OD with gently sloping sides and a concave base. The pit was 1.10m N-S by 1.6m E-
W and had a depth of 0.29m. A deposit of silty sand [1388], containing a fragment of
burnt Ashlar Reigate stone, constituted its fill.

Posthole enclosure and intercutting pits in south east corner of site

A group of postholes [1575], [1577], [1579], [1581], [1583], [1666], [1668] was
recorded in the southeast corner of the site. The postholes appear to form some type
of small open ended enclosure. The enclosure is on a NW-SE alignment measuring
c. 7.0m in length and 7.0m across. The shallow nature of the postholes suggests that
they may have been deeper once and that the upper portions of the cuts were
truncated away. Intercutting pits [1672] and [1670] lie within this enclosure. Finds
from their fills make them contemporary with the postholes. Tabulated below are the
top levels and dimensions of the posthole cuts.
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Context Highest Level | N-S E-W Depth
1575 7.2m OD 1.0m 0.73m 0.14m
1577 7.16m OD 1.35m 0.75m 0.19m
1579 7.16m OD 0.7m 0.8m 0.2m

1581 7.24m OD 1.16m 0.75m 0.16m
1583 7.14m OD 1.12m 0.85m 0.04m
1666 7.17m OD 0.65m 0.8m 0.18m
1668 7.14m OD 0.55m 0.55m 0.09m
1670 7.18m OD 1.46m 1.2m 0.4m

1672 7.217m OD 3.05m 2.3m 0.33m

Three of the postholes [1579], [1581], [1583] were on a NW-SE alignment which
measured c. 5.4m in length. These represent the south-western side of the enclosure.
Postholes [1579], [1577] and [1575] were aligned E-W and represent the southern
side. These measure c. 5m end to end. The south-eastern side extended c. 5.6m
from [1575] to posthole [1666] in the northeast. The north-eastern side of the posthole
configuration is in a NW-SE alignment extending c. 4.2m from [1666] to posthole
[1668]. The enclosure was open to the north.

Sub-oval posthole [1579] (fill [1578]) was located c. 3.0m northwest of the southern
L.O.E. The cut was characterised by shallow moderately steep sides and had a
concave base. No finds were recovered from the sandy clay fill [1576].

Circa 1.2m to the northwest of [1579] posthole [1581] (fill ([1580]) was recorded with
a sub-oval shape, moderately steep sides and a concave base. Pottery dated AD
1270-1350 was recovered from the silty sandy clay fill [1580].

Posthole [1583] (fill [1582]) was noted c. 1.2m northwest of [1581] with very shallow
sides and a concave base. A sandy silty clay deposit [1582] without finds filled the
posthole.

Located c. 2.0m to the east of [1579] was sub-oval posthole [1577] (fill [1576]). The
cut was characterised by moderately steep sides and had a concave base. The fill
was a sandy clay deposit [1576] containing one sherd of pottery dated AD 900-1500.

Posthole [1575] (fill [1574]) was the most southerly of the group and was located c.
0.5m east of [1577]. It touched the south-eastern limit of excavation. The cut was
seen to be sub-oval in shape with shallow moderately steep sides and a concave
base. No finds were recovered from the silty clay fill [1574].

To the north of [1575] at c. 4.0m sub-oval posthole [1666] (fill [1665]) was recorded.
The cut had steeply sloping sides and a concave base. No finds were came from the
silty clay fill [1665].

Circa 3.0m to the northwest of [1666] sub-oval posthole [1668] (fill [1667]) was
located. The sides were described as steeply sloping to concave and the base as
concave. The silty clay fill [1667] contained no finds.
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Shallow pit [1672] (fill [1671]) was located just off-centre within the posthole
enclosure, c. 2.4m from posthole [1666]. The pit was noted as sub-oval in shape with
steeply sloping to concave sides and shallow concave base. The shallow depth
suggests that the upper portion of the cut had been truncated. A substantial
assemblage of ceramics dated to AD 1270-1350 was retrieved from the silty clay fill
[1671].

Sub-oval pit [1670] (fill [1669]) truncated the southern edge of [1672]. The cut was
characterised by steeply to gently sloping sides and a concave base. Although [1670]
is slightly deeper than [1672], it is still suggestive of a once deeper feature with the
upper part being truncated. One fragment of abraded medieval peg tile and pottery
dated AD 1270-1350 were recovered from the silty clay fill [1669].

Pit group southwest of posthole enclosure

A group of pits [1543], [1569], [1653], [1664], [1704], [1725], [1729] was excavated c.
7.0m to the southwest of the posthole enclosure. The shape and form of the pits vary
from pit to pit but their location and concentration suggest that they may have been
associated with the rear of a property of some sort kind fronting medieval East Street.
The highest levels and dimensions of the cuts are tabulated below. Due to the close
proximity of a large spoil heap which could not be moved it was decided not to
excavate pit [1729].

Context Highest Level | N-S E-W Depth

1543 6.83m OD 2.4m 1.9m 1.03m

1569 6.9m OD 1.84m 1.6m 0.08m

1653 6.06m OD 1.9m 0.94m 0.16m

1664 6.73m OD 4.0m 1.3m 0.8m

1704 6.14m OD 3.26m 2.94m 0.18m

1725 6.66m OD 2.1m 1.3m 0.8m

1729 6.1m OD 0.78m 2.0m Not Excavated

Sub-circular pit [1569] (fill [1568]) was located c. 7.0m to the southwest of posthole
[1579] (part of the posthole enclosure). The cut was characterised by very shallow
concave sides and an almost level base, suggesting that this is the base of a feature
which had its upper portion truncated away. No finds were found in the silty sand fill
[1568].

Circa 2.0m to the south of [1569] pit [1543] (fill [1540], [1541], [1542]) was described
as sub-circular in shape with near vertical sides and a slightly concave base. The pit
was filled by successive silty sand deposits. Medieval peg tile from dated to AD 1300
was found in all 3 fills. The basal fill [1542] contained pottery dated to AD 1000-1225,
[1541] had pottery dated to AD 1200-1280 and [1540] contained pottery dating to AD
1050-1200.

West of [1543] at c. 3.5m OD a sub-rectangular shaped pit [1704] (fill [1703]) was
recorded. The pit had been heavily truncated by features [28], [1700] and by modern
intrusions. The sides sloped gently to a concave base. 13" to 14" century pottery
was recovered from the silty sand fill [1703]. The size of the pit and the consistency of
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the fill suggest this feature is either the remnant of a large quarry pit or a large
horticultural feature.

Sub-oval pit [1653] (fill [1652]) was excavated c. 2.5m to the southwest of [1704]. The
cut was shallow with gently sloping sides and a level base. The cut was observed
directly under modern overburden deposits suggesting it was once deeper with the
upper portions being truncated. A silty clay deposit [1652] containing one sherd of
pottery dated to AD 1175-1400 filled the pit.

Located at c. 1.0m further northwest of cut [1653] pit [1729] (fill [1728]) was recorded.
Due to safety concerns it remained un-excavated. The pit was sub-circular in shape
and was truncated to the north by later feature [28]. Medieval peg tile and pottery
dated 1270-1350 were recovered from the top of clay silt fill [1728].

A sub-rectangular pit [1725] (fills [1739], [1740], [1741]) was excavated c. 3.0m south
of [1653]. A sequence of silts and sands with no dating evidence filled the cut. The
basal fill [1741] was described as a sandy silt deposit.

To the north this was truncated by sub-rectangular pit [1664] (fill [1663]). The pit was
characterised by near vertical sides and an uneven base that was truncated to the
north by [28] and a modern concrete footing to the east. Fragments of medieval
glazed and unglazed peg tile, a residual fragment of Roman tile and 2 sherds of
pottery dated to AD 1270-1350 were retrieved from the silty sand fill [1663].

Posthole and pit alignment in east of site

Three postholes [1696], [1698], [1694] formed a NE-SW alignment, measuring c.4.2m
end to end, that appeared to be extending beyond the eastern L.O.E.

The most northerly of this group was posthole [1694] (fill [1693]) which was located
on the eastern L.O.E. at 7.07m OD. The cut was sub-oval in shape with gradually
sloping sides and an uneven base. The posthole measured 0.84m N-S with a depth
of 0.18m and extended beyond 0.8m E-W (the cut went beyond the L.O.E.) Medieval
peg tile fragments were recovered from the silty sand fill [1693].

Sub-oval posthole [1698] (fill [1697]) was recorded c. 1.5m to the southeast of [1694]
at 7.1m OD measuring 0.52m N-S by 5.6m E-W and 0.1m deep. Gradually sloping
sides and a concave base characterised the cut. The silty sand fill [1698] had no
finds.

Circa 0.6m to the southeast of [1698], the most southerly, posthole [1696] (fill [1695])
was excavated. The highest recorded level was 7.11m OD and the dimensions were
0.9m N-S by 0.8m with a depth of 0.51m. The cut was sub-oval in shape with gently
sloping sides and a concave base. Pottery dated AD 1270-1350 and medieval peg
tile were recovered from the silty sand fill [1695].

Possible property/field boundary on the north side of the site

Seven pits [528], [564], [774], [706], [875], [931], [965] were seen on the north side of
the site. They appear to have formed a possible irregular shaped property boundary
that extended from [774], in the north, running c. 13.7m east to [528], then c. 12.3m
southeast to [931] and finally c. 2.0m northeast to [965], on the northeast L.O.E. The
highest levels and dimensions of the cuts have been tabulated below. Pits [528],
[564] and [744] all had markedly lower levels because of past intrusive activities in
that particular area of site. All three pits would probably originally have been much
deeper.

Context Highest Level | N-S E-W Depth

528 6.4m OD 1.7m 1.52m 0.42m
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564 6.48m OD 0.57m 1.07m 0.36m
774 6.54m OD 0.8m 1.2m >1.22m
796 7.05m OD 1.2m 1.94m 0.27m
857 7.09m OD 2.18m 1.41m 0.14m
931 7.09m OD 211m 1.5m 0.87m
965 7.12m OD 3.52m 1.54m >1.2m

Pit [774] (fill [773]) was the most westerly of this irregular pit alignment. A modern
intrusion truncated the southwest of the pit leaving it semi-circular in shape. The
excavated sides were noted to be near vertical but the base was not noted because it
was beyond 1.22m. An assemblage of medieval peg and curved roof tile and pottery
dated AD 1270-1350 was contained in the silty sand fill [773]. A vertical lens of
decayed timber, which may have been the remnant of a timber lining, was seen in its
fill.

Sub-rectangular pit [564] (fill [563]) was located c. 14.5m east of [774]. The cut was
truncated by pit [528] to the northwest and a much later feature [532] to the south.
The pit was characterised by near vertical sides and a level base. A deposit of clay
silt [563], without finds, was recorded filling the pit.

Sub-circular pit [528] (fill [527]) had gradually sloping sides and a level base. The pit
was filled by a deposit of silty clay [527] which contained pottery dated 1270-1350.

Circa 4.0m to the southeast of [564] a shallow sub-oval pit [796] (fill [795]) was
located. The cut had sharp to gradual sloping sides and a concave base. A gravelly
silty sand deposit [795] with one fragment of glazed medieval peg tile and pottery
dated 1270-1350 formed its fill.

To the southeast of [796] at c. 6.4m a sub- rectangular pit [931] (fill [930]) was noted.
This had near to vertical sides and a level base. Pottery dated to AD 1100-1200 and
fragments of unglazed medieval peg tile were recovered from the sandy silt fill [796].

Pit [857] (fill [856]) was recorded adjacent to [931]. The sides sloped gently to a level
base and the fill was a sandy silt deposit [856]. This pit was very shallow and may
have been the remnant of some horticultural feature (planting?). Pottery dated to AD
1200-1300 was retrieved from the fill [856].

Noted adjacent to and northeast of [857] pit [965] (fill [964]) was seen extending
beyond the eastern L.O.E.. The sides when excavated were vertical but the base
remained unexcavated as it lay beyond the 1.2m safe limit. The size and depth of the
cut, although not fully excavated, are suggestive of the feature being a well. One
clayey sandy silt fill [964] was recorded containing fragments of Daub, glazed
medieval peg tile and pottery dated to AD 1270-1350.

Features to the west of the well and a large pit alignment on the northwest side of the
site

Two Pits [959] and [998] were recorded in the northwest quadrant of site c. 14m
southwest of pit [530] and c. 8.5m northwest of pit [933]. These and a single posthole
[1371], located c. 9m west of well [603], were the only evidence of archaeological
activity in this area of site during this phase.
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Pit [959] (fill [958]) was the most southerly of the two pits at c. 8.5m to the northwest
of pit [933]. The cut was sub-circular in shape with near vertical sides and a concave
base measuring 1.3m N-S by 1.3m E-W and 0.55m deep. The top level was 9.5m
OD. Pottery dated to AD 1100-1250 was recovered from the silty sand fill [958].

Located at c. 1.6m northwest of [956] sub-rectangular pit [998] (fill [997]) was
recorded at 6.64m OD to be 1.42m N-S by 1.04m E-W and 0.46m deep. The pit was
characterised by steeply sloping sides and a level base. No finds were retrieved from
the sandy silt fill [997].

Posthole [1371] (fill [1369], [1370]) was recorded at 5.46m OD next to the western
L.O.E.. The Posthole had been covered by later medieval floor deposits suggesting
that it may have been deeper with the upper portion removed by truncation [1472].
Described as sub-oval in shape with steeply sloping sides and an irregular base, the
cut measured 0.57m by 0.58m and 0.35m deep. Sand deposits with no dating
material filled the posthole.

Pits and postholes to the north of wells [1447], [1500] and pit [540]

A group of pits [205], [423], [1055], [1244], [1267], [1317], [1550] was noted to the
north of the NW-SE pit and the wells. This formed an L-shaped alignment on the west
side of the central area of site. The most westerly of these features was pit [1244] c.
4.0m to the northeast of well [1500] and the most easterly was [1550] c. 13.0m
southeast of well [1447]. This group was on a roughly NW-SE alignment and
measured c. 32.0m end to end. The highest levels and dimensions of the cuts are
tabulated below.

Context Highest Level | N-S E-W Depth
205 6.87m OD 2.62m 2.67m 0.45
423 7.04m OD 2.3m 1.7m 0.2m
1055 6.85m OD 1.02m 1.44m 0.2m
1244 6.71m OD 0.9m 0.9m 0.18m
1267 7.08m OD 0.75m 0.8m 0.47m
1317 6.95m OD 2.5m 2.36m 0.42m
1550 6.56m OD 1.1m 1.64m 0.19m

Pit [1244] (fill [1245] had a sub-rectangular shape with gently sloping sides and an
irregular concave base. Pottery dated to AD 1200-1400 and Splash glazed medieval
peg tile were recovered from the sandy silt fill [1245].

Circa 5.0m to the southeast of [1244] sub-rectangular pit [1055] (fill [1054]) was
located. The cut was characterised by vertical sides and level base. The fill was a
sandy clay deposit [1054] which contained fragments of unglazed medieval peg tile
and pottery dated to AD 1350-1400.

At c. 7.0m to the southeast of [1055] pit [205] (fills [203], [204]) was positioned. The
cut was sub-square with steeply sloping sides and had a level base. It was truncated
to the north by later pit [300] and to the south by pits [200] and [205]. The basal fill
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[204], a sandy silt deposit, contained no finds. Fragments of Chaff moulded medieval
peg tile were recovered from the upper silty sand fill [203].

Located c. 7.0m to the southeast of [205] pit [423] (fill [422]) had a sub-rounded
shape with gentle to moderately sloping sides and a concave base. The centre of the
pit had been truncated by a Victorian construction cut [130]. Pottery dated to AD
1000-1200 was retrieved from the sandy silt fill [422].

Pit [1267] (fill [1266]) was at c. 7.5m to the east of [205]. The cut was sub-rectangular
in shape with near vertical sides and a base that sloped gently to the northwest where
it was truncated by later cut [1662]. A silty gravelly sand deposit [1266] containing
13th-14" century pot filled the pit.

Circa 5.0m to the southeast of [423] a large sub-rectangular pit [1317] (fill [1316]) was
located. The cut was characterised by moderately steep sides and a flat base. Sherds
of 14" century pottery and fragments of a millstone grit hone stone were recovered
from the sandy silt fill [1316].

Sub-oval pit [1550] (fill [1549]) was located c. 16.0m southeast of [1317]. The sides
slopped gently to a level base. Pottery dated to AD 1200-1400 was recovered from
the sandy silt fill [1549].

A Pit/posthole group north and east of the L-shaped well and pit alignment

A group of pits [592], [714], [1075], [1079], [1109], [1196], [1198], a posthole [1109]
and a linear feature [1115], were observed on the west of site to the north and east of
the L-shaped well and pit alignment. The group appeared to be enclosing an area of
site, measuring c. 8.0m by 10.0m, which lacked archaeological activity during this
phase. This suggests that these features may respect the perimeter of some type of
structure/enclosure formerly in this location. The lack of physical evidence for such a
structure (i.e. postholes, etc.) is most likely due to later truncation. The highest levels
and dimensions of the cuts are listed in the table below.

Context Highest Level | N-S E-W Depth
592 6.69m OD 1.05m 1.95m 0.58m
714 6.76m OD 1.48m 0.4m 0.33m
1075 6.85m OD 0.97m 0.7m 0.55m
1079 6.86m OD 1.74m 2.8m 0.69m
1103 6.99m OD 1.94m 1.4m 0.25m
1109 6.90m OD 0.4m 0.4m 0.2m

1115 6.97m OD 4.1m 0.8m 0.3m

1196 6.49m OD 0.5m 0.4m 0.11m
1198 6.54m OD 0.4m 0.72m 0.14m

Pit [714] (fill [713]) was the most westerly of this group and was located c. 5.0m
southeast of well [603]. The cut was described as sub-rectangular in shape with
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gradual to near vertical sides and a concave base. Two sherds of pottery dated to AD
1240-1400 and fragments of glazed medieval peg tile were recovered from the sandy
silt fill [713].

7.5.96 Circa 7.0m to the east of [714] pit [1075] (fill [1074]) was recorded. This was the most
northerly of this group of features. The pit was sub-oval in shape with steeply sloping
sides and a level base. The cut was truncated by [1079] to the west and a modern
intrusion to the east. Pottery dated to AD 1350-1400 and fragments of glazed and
unglazed medieval peg tile were retrieved from the sandy silt fill [1074].

7.5.97 Sub-oval pit [1079] (fills [1073], [1076], [1077], [1078]) had near vertical sides and a
level base. The basal fill [1078] was a clay silt deposit which contained burnt Hassock
rubble and unglazed medieval peg tile. A series of sand and silt deposits filled the
upper portion of the cut. The uppermost fill [1076] contained fragments of thin
unglazed medieval peg tile and pottery dated to AD 1200-1400.

7.5.98 Located c. 6.0m to the southwest of [1079] sub-rectangular pit [592] (fills [591], [590])
was excavated. The pit was characterised by near vertical sides and a concave base
that sloped to the east. The basal fill [591] was a silty clay deposit with pottery dated
to AD 1270-1350. Covering this was a grey clay deposit [590] containing one
fragment of medieval glazed peg tile and pottery dated to AD 1270-1350. A later
construction cut [524] was noted truncating the western edge of the pit.

7.5.99 Two shallow pits [1196] and [1198] noted to the west and south of [592] were also
seen to be truncated by [524], this time horizontally, removing the upper portions of
their cuts.

7.5.100 Sub-circular pit [1196] (fill [1195]) was located c. 1.0m to the west of [592] with
shallow gently sloping sides and a concave base. No finds were retrieved from the
sandy gravel fill [1195].

7.5.101 Circa 1.5m to the south of [592] pit [1198] (fill [1197]) was recorded. The cut was
described as sub-rectangular in shape with shallow gently sloping sides and a
concave base. The sandy gravel fill [1197] had produced no dating evidence.

7.5.102 To the southeast of [1198], at c. 9.5m, posthole [1109] (fill [1108]) was seen in the
base of pit [1103]. The posthole was sub-square in shape with near vertical sides and
a concave base. No finds were recovered from the sandy silt fill [1108]. It is unclear
whether this was cut into the base of, or was truncated by [1103].

7.5.103 Pit [1103] (fill [1102]) was sub-rectangular in shape with shallow gently sloping sides
and an irregular base. A modern intrusion truncated the west of the feature. The silty
sand fill [1102] contained 3 sherds of pottery dated to AD 1270-1400.

7.5.104 A NW-SE aligned linear cut [1115] (fill [1114]) was excavated c. 6.0m to the northeast
of [1103]. The cut was truncated to the north by [451], to the northeast by [639] and in
the south by [1121]. One sherd of pottery dated to AD 1180-1350 was found in the
sandy silt fill [1114].

Isolated pits

7.5.105 Five isolated cut features [43], [283], [376], [784] and [924] were noted in the central
area of the site. The feature types, highest levels and dimensions are tabulated

below.

Context Feature Highest N-S E-W Depth
type level

43 Linear cut 7.28m OD 0.6m 1.8m 0.52m
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Context Feature Highest N-S E-W Depth
type level
283 Ditch 7.19m OD 6.0m 1.7m 0.67m
376 Pit 7.09m OD 1.56m 0.76m 0.3m
784 Pit 7.07m OD 1.7m 1.1m 0.13m
924 Pit 6.81m OD 2.0m 1.18m 1.01m

7.5.106 Circa 13.0m to the east of quarry pit [911] a NE-SW aligned linear cut [43] (fill [42])
was recorded. The cut was rectangular in shape with near vertical sides and a level
base. Pottery dated to AD 1270-1350 and one fragment of curved glazed medieval
roofing tile were recovered the silty sand fill [42].

7.5.107 A ditch [283] (fills [282], [386], [387]) was noted at c.3.5m to the east of [43]. The
feature had steeply to gently sloping sides and an irregular base. Pit cut [277] is
recorded truncating the western edge of the ditch. Deposits of silt and gravels filled
the feature. No datable material was seen in the basal fill [387]. Pottery dated to AD
1240-1350 was recovered from [386].

7.5.108 Pit [376] (fill [375]) was located c. 10.0m to the northeast of [283]. The pit was sub-
circular in shape with sides that sloped gently to a level base. It was not possible to
fully expose the extent of the pit as it extended beyond the L.O.E. to the east. The
silty clay fill [375] contained 2 sherds of 13"-14" century pottery.

7.5.109 Circa 18.0m to the southwest of ditch [283] pit [784] (fill [783]) was recorded. The cut
is described as sub-oval in shape with shallow gently sloping to near vertical sides
and a slightly concave base. Modern intrusions had removed the upper portions of
the cut. Pottery sherds recovered from the sandy gravel fill [783] were dated to AD
1270-1350.

7.5.110 A large pit [924] (fills [921], [922], [923]) was noted at c. 4.5m to the northeast of
quarry pit [908]. The pit was characterised by vertical to undercut sides and a slightly
concave base. To the west the cut was truncated by pit [920]. Silty clay deposits were
recorded filling the pit. No finds were recovered from the basal fill [923]. Glazed
medieval peg tile came from [922]. The upper fill [921] contained pottery dated to AD
1300-1350, fragments of glazed medieval peg tile, medieval curved tile and a
fragment of residual Roman tile.

7.6 Phase 3.3 1400-1500 (Figure 6)

7.6.1 This phase represents archaeological activities on site during the 15th century. The
most notable developments recorded for this phase were the remnants of chalk wall
foundations and a dressed flint lined pit/chamber, located alongside the western limit
of excavation (L.O.E.). Quarry pitting was noted in an area bordering the eastern
L.O.E and continued in the south-eastern quadrant of site. A well with an associated
group of pits and postholes was seen in an area c. 11.0m to the east of the eastern
group of quarry pits. Alignments of pits were noted in the centre and west of site
possibly defining property boundaries.

Masonry and associated deposits

7.6.2 A truncated chalk wall [1285] was present by the western L.O.E. at 6.35m OD. It was
constructed of chalk (ashlar blocks on the inner face), Reigate stone, reused
medieval peg tile and was bonded with a brown, very gravelly flint rich sandy mortar.
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7.6.3

7.6.4

7.6.5

7.6.6

The masonry was aligned just off NNW-SSE with an ENE-WSW return extending
beyond the L.O.E. The N-S section of the wall had dimensions of 5.0m N-S by 0.48m
wide and 0.83m high, the E-W ret