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1 ABSTRACT 

1.1 An archaeological watching brief was conducted by Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd at 514 
Uxbridge Road, Pinner in the London Borough of Harrow. The work was commissioned by Ms 
Monica Patel who is the house owner and was monitored on behalf of the London Borough of 
Harrow by Gillian King, Archaeological Adviser (GLAAS). 

1.2 The works carried out comprised observing the digging of foundation piles for a house 
extension. It was agreed that a sample number of foundation piles would be observed 
archaeologically. The foundation piles that were observed were Pile 1, Pile 2.1, Pile 6, Pile 9 
and Pile 10. The location of the piles can be seen in Figure 1. Each pile was observed to a 
depth of 1m. 

1.3 The natural alluvium was observed 0.3m below ground level in all the pile locations observed. 
Above this was either modern top soil or foundations for modern paving stones. 

1.4 There was no evidence to suggest that Grim’s Ditch ran across this part of the site. 
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2 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 An archaeological watching brief was conducted by Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd at 514 
Uxbridge Road, Pinner in the London Borough of Harrow. The proposed development 
consists of a private house extension with piled foundations. 

2.2 The site is bounded by private houses to the north, east and west and by Uxbridge Road to 
the south.  

2.3 It has been suggested that Grim’s Dyke may run across the site which means it lies within an 
Archaeological Priority Area as defined by the London Borough of Harrow. The site does not 
contain nor is adjacent to a scheduled ancient monument. 

2.4 The archaeological watching brief was conducted on 16
th
 June 2014, the watching brief was 

carried out by David Taylor of Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd and the project manager for this 
work was Peter Moore also of Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd. The work was commissioned 
by Ms Monica Patel and monitored by Gillian King, the Archaeological Adviser to the London 
Borough of Harrow. 

2.5 The work was carried out in accordance with the Written Scheme of Investigation
1
 which was 

approved by the Greater London Archaeological Advisory Service (GLAAS). The WSI posed 
the following research objective:  

It is proposed to auger 13 foundation piles in an area known to lie approximately across the 
line of Grim’s Ditch and an archaeological condition was imposed on the planning permission 
for the extension. It is proposed that an archaeological watching brief is undertaken on a 
sample number of the piles so as to ascertain whether Grim’s Ditch does cross this site. By 
measuring the spaces between the auger “teeth”, any change in the height of the natural soil 
can be seen and recorded. If the sample number of piles does not show any change in the 
height of the natural soil the ditch does not pass through this part of the site and the work will 
cease. If the ditch is present the other piles will be archaeologically monitored and recorded 
so as to provide a more accurate profile of this archaeological feature  

2.6 The works involved watching a sample number of five pile foundations being dug.  

2.7 The National Grid reference for the site is TQ 1211 9077  

2.8 The site was assigned the unique site code UXP 14 

2.9 The completed site archive comprising all site records will be deposited with LAARC. 

                                                      
1
 Moore P (2014) Written Scheme of Investigation for an archaeological watching brief at 514 

Uxbridge Road Pinner, HA5 4SG London Borough of Harrow 
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3 PLANNING BACKGROUND 

3.1 National Guidance: Planning Policy Framework NPPF 

3.1.1 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was adopted on March 27th 2012, and now 
supersedes the Planning Policy Statements (PPSs). The NPPF constitutes guidance for local 
planning authorities and decision-takers both in drawing up plans and as a material 
consideration in determining applications. 

3.1.2 In considering any planning application for development the local planning authority will be 
guided by the policy framework set by the NPPF, by current Local Plan policy and by other 
material considerations. 

3.2 Regional Guidance: The London Plan 

3.2.1 The proposed development is subject to the considerations of policy 7.8 from The London 
Plan (2011): 

Historic environment and landscapes 

Policy 7.8 Heritage assets and Archaeology 

Strategic 

A London’s historic environment, including natural landscapes, conservation 
areas, heritage assets, World Heritage Sites, Scheduled Ancient Monuments 
and memorials should be identified, preserved and restored. 

B Development should incorporate measures that identify, record, interpret, 
protect and, where appropriate, present, the site’s archaeology. 

Planning decisions 

C Development should preserve, refurbish and incorporate heritage assets, 
where appropriate. 

D New development in the setting of heritage assets, and conservation areas 
should be sympathetic to their form, scale, materials and architectural detail. 

E New development should make provision for the protection of archaeological 
resources and significant memorials. Where the artefact or memorial cannot 
be moved from the site without damaging its cultural value, the assets should 
where possible be made available to the public on-site. 

LDF preparation 

F Boroughs should, in LDF policies, seek to maintain and increase the 
contribution of built heritage to London’s environmental quality and economy 
while allowing for London to accommodate change and regeneration. 

G Boroughs, in consultation with English Heritage, Natural England and other 
relevant statutory organisations, should include appropriate policies in their 
LDFs for identifying and protecting heritage assets scheduled ancient 
monuments, archaeological assets, memorials and natural landscape 
character within their area. 

3.3 Local Guidance: Archaeology in Harrow  

3.3.1 The geology and topography of Harrow made the area popular with early settlers. Traces of 
early man have been found in Middlesex and evidence of prehistoric man has been found in 
Harrow Weald. Roman evidence has been excavated in Stanmore and Saxon material in 
Sudbury and central Harrow. 

3.4 Archaeological Priority Areas 

3.4.1 Areas which are suspected to contain below ground archaeology are designated, with the 
help of English Heritage, as Archaeological Priority Areas (APAs). 
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There are nine APAs including: 

 Possible site of Roman settlement of Sullonicae (along Brockley Hill, Edgware) 

 Edgware Village (along Edgware High Street , Edgware) 

 Roman tile manufacture in Canons Park (Edgware) 

 Medieval Stanmore (along Old Church Lane , Stanmore) 

 Possible site of medieval Bentley Priory (east of Clamp Hill, 

 Stanmore) 

 Medieval Pinner (including the High Street and surrounding roads in 

 Pinner) 

 Old Pinner Deer Park (either side of George V Avenue, Pinner) 

 Historic Harrow (core area of Harrow on the Hill) 

 Parts of Grim's Dyke (in Hatch End and Pinner) 

3.4.2 Where development is proposed within an APA, English Heritage will require applicants to 
provide sufficient information to assess the archaeological implications of the development. 
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4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY 

4.1 The watching brief was carried out in accordance with the Written Scheme of Investigation
2
. 

4.2 A sample of five pile foundation trenches were observed being hand dug down to 1m deep. 

4.3 The five piles that were observed were Pile 1, Pile 2.1, Pile 6, Pile 9 and Pile 10. The 
locations of these are shown in Figure 1. These five locations were chosen as they 
represented an equal spread across the site. 

                                                      
2
 Moore P (2014) Written Scheme of Investigation for an archaeological watching brief at 514 

Uxbridge Road Pinner, HA5 4SG London Borough of Harrow 
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5 ARCHAEOLOGICAL SEQUENCE 

5.1 The archaeological sequence is fairly simple with only five different deposits recorded in total; 
however each deposit has been given a separate number in different pile holes. There are 
eleven contexts in total. 

5.2 Phase 1: Natural Alluvial Clay 

5.2.1 In all piles except Pile 10 a natural yellowish brown silty clay alluvial material [3]/[6]/[8]/[10] 
was observed.  

5.2.2 The only hole this didn’t appear in was Pile 10 where it was truncated by modern activity. 

5.2.3 The deposit appeared at 0.3m below ground level and continued beyond formation depth in 
all but one of the four pile holes it was observed in. 

5.2.4 The one exception to this was Pile 6 where the alluvial clay first appeared at 0.45m below 
ground level. The topsoil was thicker here and had truncated the top part of the natural 
alluvium. 

5.3 Phase 2: Interface between topsoil and alluvium 

5.3.1 This deposit [5] and [2] was observed in Pile 9 and Pile 6 and consisted of yellowish brown 
sandy clay. This deposit represented the interface where the topsoil had leached into the 
alluvium creating a unique deposit. 

5.4 Phase 3 Modern Activity 

5.4.1 This was observed in the form of three separate deposits. 

5.4.2 In Pile 10 there was a deposit of redeposited alluvium material [11] between two pieces of 
concrete 0.5m apart. 

5.4.3 In Pile 6 and Pile 9 the modern activity was represented by modern topsoil [4] and [1] 
consisting of mid to dark brown silty soil. 

5.4.4 In Pile 2.1 and Pile 1 the modern activity was represented by a light greyish brown clay [7]/[9] 
that had been used as a foundation for modern paving slabs. 
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6 CONCLUSIONS 

6.1 As there was no change in the height of the natural alluvium across the site apart from where 
it was truncated by natural activity it is possible to conclude that Grim’s Dyke does not cross 
this part of the site. 
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APPENDIX 1: CONTEXT REGISTER 

 

No. Type Trench Comments

1 Layer 9 Garden soil

2 Layer 9 Yellowish brown sandy soil

3 Layer 9 Yellowish brown alluvium

4 Layer 6 Garden soil

5 Layer 6 Yellowish brown sandy soil

6 Layer 6 Yellowish brown alluvium

7 Layer 2.1 Greyish brown alluvium

8 Layer 2.1 Yellowish brown alluvium

9 Layer 1 Greyish brown alluvium

10 Layer 1 Yellowish brown alluvium

11 Layer 10 Redeposited alluvium
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