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ABSTRACT 

This report describes the results of an archaeological trial trench evaluation carried 

out by Pre-Construct Archaeology on land at 124 High Street, Kempston, 

Bedfordshire, MK42 7BN (NGR TL 0224 4728) on the 26th January 2015. The 

archaeological work was commissioned by Mr and Mrs P J Austin in response to an 

archaeological Brief written by Geoff Saunders, Archaeological Officer of Bedford 

Borough Councils Historic Environment Team (BBCHET). The aim of the work was 

to characterise the archaeological potential of the proposed development area. 

 

The evaluation identified two pits and a ditch located in Trench 1. These features 

were sealed by layers of garden soil, and topsoil. None of these features provided 

any dating evidence and were disturbed by modern horticultural activity.             
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 An archaeological trial trench evaluation was undertaken by Pre-Construct 

Archaeology Ltd (PCA) on land at 124 High Street, Kempston, Bedfordshire, 

MK42 7BN (centred on Ordnance Survey National Grid Reference (NGR) TL 

0224 4728) on the 26th January 2015 (Figure 1).          

1.2 The archaeological work was commissioned by Mr and Mrs P J Austin in 

response to an archaeological planning condition attached to the erection of 

a new bungalow and garage to the rear of the existing dwelling along with 

associated services and, parking and access (Planning Reference 

15/00916/EXT).   

1.3 The evaluation was carried out in accordance with a Written Scheme of 

Investigation (WSI) prepared by Taleyna Fletcher of PCA (Fletcher 2015) in 

response to a Brief for archaeological evaluation issued by Geoff Saunders 

(Saunders 2014) Archaeological Officer of Bedford Borough Councils 

Historic Environment Team (BBCHET).   

1.4 The aim of the evaluation was to determine the location, date, extent, 

character, condition and quality of any archaeological remains on the site, to 

assess the significance of any such remains in a local, regional, or national 

context, as appropriate, and to assess the potential impact of the 

development proposals on the site’s archaeology.      

1.5 A total of two 15m trial trenches were excavated and recorded. 

1.6 This report describes the results of the evaluation and aims to inform the 

design of an appropriate archaeological mitigation strategy. The site archive 

will be deposited at Bedford Museum (BEDFM2015.02).   
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2 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY 

2.1 Geology 
2.1.1 The underlying drift geology of the area generally comprises sands and 

gravels of the Felmersham Member (First Terrace) of the Ouse Valley 

Formation (British Geological Survey, 1991; Website 1).  

2.1.2 The underlying bedrock of the site is Kellaways Clay Member – Mudstone, 

however, it is located on a narrow spur, with Oolitic Limestone to the 

immediate north and Kellaways sand member – sandstone and siltstone to 

the immediate south (British Geological Survey, 1991; Website 1). 

2.2 Topography   
2.2.1 The site comprises an area of approximately 750m². It is located on the north 

side of the western end of Kempston High Street. The site is situated at an 

elevation of approximately c.28m OD (above Ordnance Datum). The River 

Great Ouse is located 0.3km north of the site.  
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3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND  

3.1 General 
3.1.1 The proposed development is located in an area that holds archaeological 

interest, within the historic core of the settlement at Kempston (HER17019). 

3.1.2 The proposed development is located to the south of the Biddenham Loop 

(Luke, 2008) an area of known archaeological interest. This has seen activity 

from the Paleolithic through to the modern day, with the focus of the 

archaeological evidence dating from the Neolithic to the early 4th Century 

AD.     

3.2 Neolithic and Bronze Age 
3.2.1 A number of Neolithic and Bronze Age worked flints were discovered near 

Hillgrounds Road (HER15459), to the east of the development area. 

3.2.2 An archaeological field evaluation undertaken at the Cutler Hammer Sports 

Ground immediately to the west produced evidence of Bronze Age ring 

ditches, a late Iron Age/early Romano-British farmstead and a system of 

Roman boundary ditches that may be associated with further settlement to 

the north (HER17731). 

3.2.3 A length of ditch 90m in length was discovered off Hillgrounds Road aligned 

north-east to south-west (HER 1475). This has been interpreted as a cursus 

monument, this had a beaker vessel deposited at the south-west end and a 

crouched inhumation at the north-east end.  

3.3 Iron Age and Roman 
3.3.1 A cemetery of late Iron Age to early Roman date was identified, in 1890, on 

the northern side of the Bedford to Kempston Road (HER 256). The 

cemetery prouced a large number of pottery vessels. 

3.3.2 A hoard of late 4th century Roman silver coins were discovered to the east 

of the development site, off Hillgrounds Road (HER 1191). The coins dated 

from 360 to 388AD.   
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3.4 Anglo-Saxon and Early Medieval 
3.4.1 An Anglo-Saxon cemetery dating from between the 5th to 7th centuries was 

discovered to the south of the Bedford to Kempston Road (HER 258). The 

cemetery has 156 recorded burials but this figure could well be as high as 

300 as many graves could not be distinguished due to intercutting. The 

graves contained a rich variety of grave goods, with pottery, iron knives, 

swords and shield bosses found. 

3.4.2 On the opposite side of the High Street the remains of an early medieval 

cemetery have been identified (HER16110). 

3.5 Late Medieval and Post-Medieval 
3.5.1 Medieval settlement activity was discovered to the east of the site, off Elstow 

Road. This had occupational activity from 15th century through to 1801 

(HER 11556). 

3.5.2 A site between located to the north of the proposed development area 

produced evidence for dense occupation with a wide range of finds dating 

from the Palaeolithic through to the medieval period (HER 14853).  
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4 METHODOLOGY 

4.1 Excavation and Sampling 
4.1.1 The Written Scheme of Investigation for the evaluation proposed the 

excavation of 2 trial trenches, distributed across the site but avoiding 

standing buildings (Figure 2).   

4.1.2 Ground reduction was carried out under archaeological supervision using a 

3-ton mechanical excavator fitted with a 1.8m-wide toothless ditching bucket.  

Topsoil and subsoil deposits were removed in spits down to the level of the 

undisturbed natural geological deposits where potential archaeological 

features could be observed and recorded. Exposed surfaces were cleaned 

by trowel and hoe as appropriate and all further excavation was undertaken 

manually using hand tools. Overburden deposits were set aside beside each 

trench and examined visually and with a metal-detector for finds retrieval.    

4.1.3 Metal-detecting was carried out during the topsoil and subsoil stripping and 

throughout the excavation process. Archaeological features and spoilheaps 

were scanned by metal-detector as they were encountered/ created.  

4.1.4 Field excavation techniques and recording methods are detailed in the PCA 

Fieldwork Induction Manual (Operations Manual I) by Joanna Taylor and 

Gary Brown (2009). 

4.1.5 All features were investigated and recorded in order to properly understand 

the date and nature of the archaeological remains on the site and to recover 

sufficient finds assemblages to assess the chronological development and 

socio-economic character of the site over time.  

4.1.6 Discrete features such as pits and postholes were at least 50% excavated. 

4.2 Recording Methodology 
4.2.1 The limits of excavations, heights above Ordnance Datum (m OD) and the 

locations of archaeological features and interventions were recorded using a 

Leica 1200 GPS rover unit with RTK differential correction, giving three-

dimensional accuracy of 20mm or better.   
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4.2.2 Manual plans and section drawings of archaeological features and deposits 

were drawn at an appropriate scale (1:20). 

4.2.3 Deposits or the removal of deposits judged by the excavating archaeologist 

to constitute individual events were each assigned a unique record number 

(often referred to within British archaeology as ‘context numbers’) and 

recorded on individual pre-printed forms (Taylor and Brown 2009).  

Archaeological processes recognised by the deposition of material are 

signified in this report by round brackets (thus), while events constituting the 

removal of deposits are referred to here as ‘cuts’ and signified by square 

brackets [thus].  The record numbers assigned to cuts and deposits are 

entirely arbitrary and in no way reflect the chronological order in which 

events took place.  All features and deposits recorded during the evaluation 

are listed in Appendix 2. Artefacts recovered during excavation were 

assigned to the record number of the deposit from which they were retrieved. 
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5 ARCHAEOLOGICAL SEQUENCE 

5.1 Introduction 
5.1.1 The trenches are described below in numerical order, with technical data 

tabulated.  Features and deposits are described from west to east or south 

to north depending on the alignment of the trench. Archaeological features 

and deposits were sealed by the subsoil, unless otherwise stated.   

5.1.2 The evaluation identified two pits and one ditch, all of uncertain date. The 

archaeological deposits were sealed by layers of topsoil (001) and garden 

soils (002) and (003).    

5.2 Trench 1 (Plate 1; Figure 2) 
5.2.1 Trench 1 contained two pits and one ditch.   

5.2.2 Pit [006] was identified at the western end of the trench (Plate 2). It was 

2.10m long, 0.92m+ wide and 0.14m deep with shallow sides sloping to a 

concave base.  It had a single fill (005) of grey brown silt clay, with rare flint 

inclusions.  

5.2.3 Pit [008] was located in the centre of Trench 1 (Plate 3). It was 0.9m long, 

0.56m wide and 0.22m in depth with moderate to steep sides and a concave 

base. The pit contained a single fill of grey brown silt clay, with occasional 

flint inclusions. 

5.2.4 Ditch [010] was located at the eastern end of Trench 1 (Plate 4), aligned 

northwest to southeast. The ditch was 1.98m wide, and 0.68m deep with 

steeply sloping sides and a concave base. The ditch contained two fills; an 

upper deposit (009) a pale grey-white silty sand 0.22m deep. The lower 

deposit (011) consisted of a grey brown silt clay, with common large rounded 

stones located on the base of the ditch. 

TRENCH 1 Figures 2-3 Plate 1 

Trench Alignment: NW-SE  Length: 13.0m Level of Natural (m OD): 10.56-10.84m 

Deposit Context No. Average Depth (m) 

SE End NW End 

Topsoil (001) 0.2m 0.32m 
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Subsoil (002) 0.6m 0.54m 

Subsoil (003) - 0.42m 

Natural (004) 0.9m+ 1.06m+ 

Summary 

Trench 1 was located close to the northern boundary of the site. 

The trench contained two pits and one ditch, all of uncertain date.  

 

5.3 Trench 2 (Plate 5; Figure 2) 
5.3.1 The trench contained no archaeological features.   

TRENCH 2 Figures 2-3 Plate 5 

Trench Alignment: NW-SE Length: 16.0m Level of Natural (m OD):11.30-11.36m 

Deposit Context No. Average Depth (m) 

NW End SE End 

Topsoil (001) 0.34m 0.34m 

Subsoil (002) 0.26m 0.16m 

Natural (004) 0.64m+ 0.64m+ 

Summary 

Trench 2 was located in the centre of the site. 

There were no archaeological features in the trench.  
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6 DISCUSSION & CONCLUSIONS 
6.1.1 The evaluation identified two undated pits [006] and [008] Trench 1. Neither 

of these features produced any finds or dating evidence. 

6.1.2 Trench 1 also contained an undated ditch [010] in the eastern end of the 

trench. This also contained no dating evidence. This feature had large 

rounded stones located on the base of the ditch. These stones appear to 

have been rounded by water-action over time, which could suggest this was 

a drainage ditch. 

6.1.3 All the features were sealed by deposits of garden soils (002) and (003) 

these deposits were associated with horticultural activity and as a result may 

have truncated some archaeology. 

6.2 Conclusions 
6.2.1 The trial trench evaluation has identified features of uncertain date, but with 

Iron Age, Romano-British and Saxon activity in the area it is likely these 

features reflect that date. 

6.2.2 Trench 1 was the focus of the archaeological features, where the natural 

gravels started to drop off towards the River Great Ouse. None of these 

features produced any datable finds, and so may be part of possible 

agricultural field systems and associated pits.  
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9 APPENDIX 1: PLATES 

 
Plate 1: Trench 1, view north-east 



Land at 124 High Street, Kempston, Bedfordshire, MK42 7BN: An Archaeological Evaluation  
© Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited, January 2015 

PCA Report Number: R11971  Page 20 of 26 

 
Plate 2: Trench 1, view north-east showing Pits [006] and [008] 

 
Plate 3: Trench 1, view north-east showing Pit [008] 
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Plate 4: Trench 1, view north-west showing Ditch [010] 

 
Plate 5: Trench 2, view south-east 
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10 APPENDIX 2: CONTEXT INDEX 

Context Cut Type Category Interpretation 

Trench 

Number 

001 - Layer Topsoil Overburden 1,2 

002 - Layer Subsoil Overburden 1,2 

003 - Layer Subsoil Overburden 1 

004 - Layer Natural Natural 1,2 

005 - Fill  Pit Fill of [006] 1 

006 - Cut Pit Shallow Pit 1 

007 - Fill  Pit  Fill of [008] 1 

008 - Cut Pit Shallow Pit 1 

009 - Fill Ditch Fill of [010] 1 

010 - Cut Ditch Drainage Ditch 1 

011 - Fill  Ditch Fill of [010] 1 
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	ABSTRACT
	This report describes the results of an archaeological trial trench evaluation carried out by Pre-Construct Archaeology on land at 124 High Street, Kempston, Bedfordshire, MK42 7BN (NGR TL 0224 4728) on the 26th January 2015. The archaeological work w...
	The evaluation identified two pits and a ditch located in Trench 1. These features were sealed by layers of garden soil, and topsoil. None of these features provided any dating evidence and were disturbed by modern horticultural activity.

	1 introduction
	1.1 An archaeological trial trench evaluation was undertaken by Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd (PCA) on land at 124 High Street, Kempston, Bedfordshire, MK42 7BN (centred on Ordnance Survey National Grid Reference (NGR) TL 0224 4728) on the 26th Januar...
	1.2 The archaeological work was commissioned by Mr and Mrs P J Austin in response to an archaeological planning condition attached to the erection of a new bungalow and garage to the rear of the existing dwelling along with associated services and, pa...
	1.3 The evaluation was carried out in accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) prepared by Taleyna Fletcher of PCA (Fletcher 2015) in response to a Brief for archaeological evaluation issued by Geoff Saunders (Saunders 2014) Archaeologi...
	1.4 The aim of the evaluation was to determine the location, date, extent, character, condition and quality of any archaeological remains on the site, to assess the significance of any such remains in a local, regional, or national context, as appropr...
	1.5 A total of two 15m trial trenches were excavated and recorded.
	1.6 This report describes the results of the evaluation and aims to inform the design of an appropriate archaeological mitigation strategy. The site archive will be deposited at Bedford Museum (BEDFM2015.02).

	2 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY
	2.1 Geology
	2.1.1 The underlying drift geology of the area generally comprises sands and gravels of the Felmersham Member (First Terrace) of the Ouse Valley Formation (British Geological Survey, 1991; Website 1).
	2.1.2 The underlying bedrock of the site is Kellaways Clay Member – Mudstone, however, it is located on a narrow spur, with Oolitic Limestone to the immediate north and Kellaways sand member – sandstone and siltstone to the immediate south (British Ge...

	2.2 Topography
	2.2.1 The site comprises an area of approximately 750m². It is located on the north side of the western end of Kempston High Street. The site is situated at an elevation of approximately c.28m OD (above Ordnance Datum). The River Great Ouse is located...


	3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND
	3.1 General
	3.1.1 The proposed development is located in an area that holds archaeological interest, within the historic core of the settlement at Kempston (HER17019).
	3.1.2 The proposed development is located to the south of the Biddenham Loop (Luke, 2008) an area of known archaeological interest. This has seen activity from the Paleolithic through to the modern day, with the focus of the archaeological evidence da...

	3.2 Neolithic and Bronze Age
	3.2.1 A number of Neolithic and Bronze Age worked flints were discovered near Hillgrounds Road (HER15459), to the east of the development area.
	3.2.2 An archaeological field evaluation undertaken at the Cutler Hammer Sports Ground immediately to the west produced evidence of Bronze Age ring ditches, a late Iron Age/early Romano-British farmstead and a system of Roman boundary ditches that may...
	3.2.3 A length of ditch 90m in length was discovered off Hillgrounds Road aligned north-east to south-west (HER 1475). This has been interpreted as a cursus monument, this had a beaker vessel deposited at the south-west end and a crouched inhumation a...

	3.3 Iron Age and Roman
	3.3.1 A cemetery of late Iron Age to early Roman date was identified, in 1890, on the northern side of the Bedford to Kempston Road (HER 256). The cemetery prouced a large number of pottery vessels.
	3.3.2 A hoard of late 4th century Roman silver coins were discovered to the east of the development site, off Hillgrounds Road (HER 1191). The coins dated from 360 to 388AD.

	3.4 Anglo-Saxon and Early Medieval
	3.4.1 An Anglo-Saxon cemetery dating from between the 5th to 7th centuries was discovered to the south of the Bedford to Kempston Road (HER 258). The cemetery has 156 recorded burials but this figure could well be as high as 300 as many graves could n...
	3.4.2 On the opposite side of the High Street the remains of an early medieval cemetery have been identified (HER16110).

	3.5 Late Medieval and Post-Medieval
	3.5.1 Medieval settlement activity was discovered to the east of the site, off Elstow Road. This had occupational activity from 15th century through to 1801 (HER 11556).
	3.5.2 A site between located to the north of the proposed development area produced evidence for dense occupation with a wide range of finds dating from the Palaeolithic through to the medieval period (HER 14853).


	4 METHODOLOGY
	4.1 Excavation and Sampling
	4.1.1 The Written Scheme of Investigation for the evaluation proposed the excavation of 2 trial trenches, distributed across the site but avoiding standing buildings (Figure 2).
	4.1.2 Ground reduction was carried out under archaeological supervision using a 3-ton mechanical excavator fitted with a 1.8m-wide toothless ditching bucket.  Topsoil and subsoil deposits were removed in spits down to the level of the undisturbed natu...
	4.1.3 Metal-detecting was carried out during the topsoil and subsoil stripping and throughout the excavation process. Archaeological features and spoilheaps were scanned by metal-detector as they were encountered/ created.
	4.1.4 Field excavation techniques and recording methods are detailed in the PCA Fieldwork Induction Manual (Operations Manual I) by Joanna Taylor and Gary Brown (2009).
	4.1.5 All features were investigated and recorded in order to properly understand the date and nature of the archaeological remains on the site and to recover sufficient finds assemblages to assess the chronological development and socio-economic char...
	4.1.6 Discrete features such as pits and postholes were at least 50% excavated.

	4.2 Recording Methodology
	4.2.1 The limits of excavations, heights above Ordnance Datum (m OD) and the locations of archaeological features and interventions were recorded using a Leica 1200 GPS rover unit with RTK differential correction, giving three-dimensional accuracy of ...
	4.2.2 Manual plans and section drawings of archaeological features and deposits were drawn at an appropriate scale (1:20).
	4.2.3 Deposits or the removal of deposits judged by the excavating archaeologist to constitute individual events were each assigned a unique record number (often referred to within British archaeology as ‘context numbers’) and recorded on individual p...


	5 Archaeological Sequence
	5.1 Introduction
	5.1.1 The trenches are described below in numerical order, with technical data tabulated.  Features and deposits are described from west to east or south to north depending on the alignment of the trench. Archaeological features and deposits were seal...
	5.1.2 The evaluation identified two pits and one ditch, all of uncertain date. The archaeological deposits were sealed by layers of topsoil (001) and garden soils (002) and (003).

	5.2 Trench 1 (Plate 1; Figure 2)
	5.2.1 Trench 1 contained two pits and one ditch.
	5.2.2 Pit [006] was identified at the western end of the trench (Plate 2). It was 2.10m long, 0.92m+ wide and 0.14m deep with shallow sides sloping to a concave base.  It had a single fill (005) of grey brown silt clay, with rare flint inclusions.
	5.2.3 Pit [008] was located in the centre of Trench 1 (Plate 3). It was 0.9m long, 0.56m wide and 0.22m in depth with moderate to steep sides and a concave base. The pit contained a single fill of grey brown silt clay, with occasional flint inclusions.
	5.2.4 Ditch [010] was located at the eastern end of Trench 1 (Plate 4), aligned northwest to southeast. The ditch was 1.98m wide, and 0.68m deep with steeply sloping sides and a concave base. The ditch contained two fills; an upper deposit (009) a pal...

	5.3 Trench 2 (Plate 5; Figure 2)
	5.3.1 The trench contained no archaeological features.


	6 Discussion & CONCLUSIONS
	6.1.1 The evaluation identified two undated pits [006] and [008] Trench 1. Neither of these features produced any finds or dating evidence.
	6.1.2 Trench 1 also contained an undated ditch [010] in the eastern end of the trench. This also contained no dating evidence. This feature had large rounded stones located on the base of the ditch. These stones appear to have been rounded by water-ac...
	6.1.3 All the features were sealed by deposits of garden soils (002) and (003) these deposits were associated with horticultural activity and as a result may have truncated some archaeology.
	6.2 Conclusions
	6.2.1 The trial trench evaluation has identified features of uncertain date, but with Iron Age, Romano-British and Saxon activity in the area it is likely these features reflect that date.
	6.2.2 Trench 1 was the focus of the archaeological features, where the natural gravels started to drop off towards the River Great Ouse. None of these features produced any datable finds, and so may be part of possible agricultural field systems and a...
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