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INTRODUCTION

A series of three trial pits and three boreholes (two window samples) were excavated at 45
Folgate Street (Figures 1-2) between the 24th and 26th June 2015. The location of all
excavation areas were surveyed by GPS by RSK and provided to PCA.

All trial pits were located within raised areas around the perimeter of the car park associated
with planting, and overlain by gravel/shingle associated with these beds. The excavation of
these was monitored by PCA.

Of the three proposed boreholes, one was located in the external car park area from ground

floor level; the other two were proposed to be situated inside the basement.

The following represents a summary of the on-site observations combined with a review of
borehole logs detailing the underlying made ground and geological horizons not directly
observed.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESULTS

TP1

The easternmost pit was capped with a 0.48m thickness of modern gravel with concrete
inclusions. This sealed grey brown sandy silt [8] containing mortar and CBM rubble,
interpreted as late 19th century demolition rubble/levelling. The pit was excavated to a
maximum depth of 1.05m from ground level.

TP2

Located within the central part of the raised beds, this was sealed by a 0.20m thickness of
modern gravel, which capped a further 0.25m thickness of tarmac and disturbed cobble
setts. These deposits were considered to be modern.

Underlying modern made ground was a 0.86m thick layer (extending beyond the limit of
excavation) of brown grey coarse sandy silt [4] containing inclusions of CBM rubble and

mortar. This was considered to be contemporary to layer [8] described above.
TP3

The excavation of this trial pit, located in the far eastern corner of the car park, exposed a
significant concrete slab. The slab lay 0.20m BGL and covered a c.1.40m (north-south) by
c.1.22m area. Excavations to the east and south of this were carried out to identify the full
depth of the feature. The southerly excavations encountered live services and modern made
ground to a depth of 0.70m, at which depth shingle associated with a service trench was
identified. Excavations to the east of the slab identified 19th century demolition/levelling
material mixed with modern service backfill [3]. Just seen in section below the corbelled

footings for the adjacent property was a layer of fine sandy silt, seemingly clean of

PCA Report Number: R12165 Page 3 of 9



45 Folgate Street, London E1 6BX: Summary report on an Archaeological Monitoring Exercise
©Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd. 2015

24

241

24.2

2.5

251

2.6

2.6.1

inclusions. This layer [2] extended to a maximum depth of 0.24m (to limit of excavation) and
was interpreted as levelling material associated with the extant property, and therefore likely
to be of early 19th century date.

BH1

BH1 was observed to a maximum depth of 10m BGL and was located in the centre of the
extant carpark. Modern deposits of tarmac, made ground and disturbed cobble setts were
recorded within the upper 0.30m of the borehole. These sealed a 2.5m thickness of made
ground [1] of brown black sandy silt containing large animal bone fragments (butchered) and
crushed CBM. This was considered to be 19th century levelling/demolition material.

Natural horizons were encountered at 2.8m BGL. These comprised deposits of firm sandy
clay [5] (2.70m thick), loose yellow brown gravel [6] (3.2m thick) and London Clay [7] (from
8.7m BGL to base).

BH2

Located in the basement area, this was excavated to 2.62m BGL. The upper 0.74m
comprised the basement concrete slab and disturbed levelling material, both of modern
date. Firm brown yellow clay (same as [5]) was identified at 0.74m BGL and extended to a
depth of 2.47m BGL, with the lower 1.05m becoming increasingly sandy. This sealed a
0.15m thick deposit of coarse sandy gravel (same as [6]).

BH3

Also located in the basement, this was excavated to a depth of 2.40m BGL. The concrete
slab and modern make up capped the upper 0.50m of the borehole. Below this deposits of
reddish-yellow fine sandy clay were encountered (same as [5]). The first probe became
dislodged and exact horizons were therefore difficult to establish. Similarly the second probe
(1.40m BGL to 2.40m BGL) became stuck and was therefore disturbed. A firm deposit of
blue-grey clay observed in the bottom 0.40m may be equivalent to the London Clay
identified within BH1 ([7]).
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3.3

CONCLUSIONS

Excavations in the basement suggest that the extant slab directly overlies natural horizons.

Excavations in the car park however highlighted the presence of made ground deposits of
up to 2.8m in thickness over natural horizons. It should however be noted that the trial pits
were all located around the periphery of the car park with service trenches in close proximity
and may therefore have been subjected to greater levels of disturbance than within the main

footprint of the car park.

The extent by which the proposed redevelopment of the site extends beyond the footprint of
the existing is approximately shown at Figure 1 (ground floor level) and Figure 2 (basement

level).
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Figure 1: Plan of Existing GF Site Plan overlaid with Proposed GF Site Plan

—J

N

Approximate ground floor footprint of current building at site (dark-
shading), shown beneath the ground floor footprint of the proposed

development (yellow shading).

WHEELER LANE

|
N

=

| S

Contractors are to check all dimensions prior to
commencemant on site and notify the architect of
any errors, omissions, or discrepancies.

TateHindle Limited retain copyright of this drawing.

It may not be copied, altered or reproduced in
any way without their written authority.

— Site Location

00 ISSUED FOR PLANNING 08-01-15 MB
Rev Descripton Date Cneckod

Status.
FOR PLANNING

Chent

Folgate Street Real Estate S.A.R.L

Project

45 FOLGATE STREET
LONDON

Drawing

PROPOSED
SITE PLAN

Scale Drawn Dat Checked
1:250@A1 MB 09-01-15 SB

Projact no. Rovision

Drg
14160 PL-(02)001 00

tatehindle

TateHindle Limited

1 Lindsey Street T 020 7332 4850
Smithfleid mall@tatehindle.co.uk
London EC1A BHP  www.tatehindle.co.uk

PCA Report Number: R12165

Page 6 of 9



45 Folgate Street, London E1 6BX: Summary report on an Archaeological Monitoring Exercise
©Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd. 2015

Figure 2: Plan of Existing Basement Site Plan overlaid with Proposed Basement Site Plan
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