
 

P
   C

   A
 

PRE-CONSTRUCT ARCHAEOLOGY 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL MONITORING 
OF GROUNDWORKS ON LAND 
ADJACENT TO WAGTAIL DRIVE, 
HEYBRIDGE, 
ESSEX 
CM9 4UD 
 
 
 
 
SITE CODE: HYWD15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FEBRUARY 2016 
REPORT NO. R12324 



PCA Report Number: R12324 

Archaeological Monitoring of Groundworks on Land Adjacent to Wagtail Drive, 
Heybridge, Essex, CM9 4UD 

Local Planning Authority:  Maldon District Council 
 
Planning Reference:    N/A 
 
 
Ordnance Survey Central NGR: TL 86477 08211 
 
Site Code:    HYWD15 
 
Report No.     R12324 
 
Written and researched by:  Poppy Alexander 

Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited 
 
Project Manager:   Charlotte Matthews 
 
Commissioning Client:  Arcadis Consulting (UK) Limited on behalf of Essex  

County Council 
 
Contractor:    Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited 

Unit 54, Brockley Cross Business Centre 
96 Endwell Road 
Brockley 
London 
SE4 2PD 

Tel:     020 7732 3925 

E-mail:     cmatthews@pre-construct.com 
Website:    www.pre-construct.com 

©Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited 
February 2016 

The material contained herein is and remains the sole property of Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited and is not for publication 
to third parties without prior consent. Whilst every effort has been made to provide detailed and accurate information, Pre-

Construct Archaeology Limited cannot be held responsible for errors or inaccuracies herein contained.  



DOCUMENT VERIFICATION 
 
 
 
 
 

LAND ADJACENT TO WAGTAIL DRIVE, 
HEYBRIDGE, 

ESSEX, 
CM9 4UD 

 
 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL MONITORING 
 

Quality Control 
 

Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited  
Project Number K4278 
Report Number R12324 

    
 Name & Title Signature Date 

Text Prepared by: 
 

Poppy Alexander  05/02/16 

Graphics 
Prepared by: 

Ray Murphy  05/02/16 

Graphics 
Checked by: 

Charlotte Matthews  05/02/16 

Project Manager 
Sign-off: 

Charlotte Matthews  05/02/16 

 
Revision No. Date Checked Approved 

1 11/02/2016 Charlotte 
Matthews 

Charlotte 
Matthews 

    
    

 
 Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited 

Unit 54  
Brockley Cross Business Centre 
96 Endwell Road 
London 
SE4 2PD  

 



Archaeological Monitoring of groundworks on Land Adjacent to Wagtail Drive, Heybridge, Essex 
© Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited   February 2016 

PCA Report Number: R12324  Page 2 of 27 

  CONTENTS 

CONTENTS .......................................................................................................................... 2 

ABSTRACT ........................................................................................................................... 3 

1 INTRODUCTION ........................................................................................................... 4 

2 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY .................................................................................. 5 

3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND ............................................. 6 

4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY ......................................................................... 7 

5 ARCHAEOLOGICAL SEQUENCE ................................................................................. 9 

6 DISCUSSION & CONCLUSIONS ................................................................................ 11 

7 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ............................................................................................ 12 

8 BIBLIOGRAPHY .......................................................................................................... 13 

9 APPENDIX 1: PLATES ................................................................................................ 18 

10 APPENDIX 2: CONTEXT INDEX ................................................................................. 23 

11 APPENDIX 3: OASIS FORM........................................................................................ 23 

12 APPENDIX 4: ESSEX HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT RECORD/ESSEX ARCHAEOLOGY 

AND HISTORY SUMMARY SHEET .................................................................................... 27 

 

FIGURE 1 SITE LOCATION ............................................................................................... 14 

FIGURE 2 TRENCH LOCATIONS ...................................................................................... 15 

FIGURE 3 SECTIONS ........................................................................................................ 16 

FIGURE 4 SECTIONS ........................................................................................................ 17 

 

PLATE 1: LAND NEAR WAGTAIL DRIVE, SHOWING ONE OF THE EXISTING MOUNDS, 
VIEW WEST ....................................................................................................................... 18 
PLATE 2: LAND NEAR WAGTAIL DRIVE, SHOWING ONE OF THE EXISTING MOUNDS, 
VIEW SOUTH ..................................................................................................................... 18 
PLATE 3: EXCAVATION IN TRENCH 1, LOCATING SURFACE WATER SEWER PIPE, 
VIEW NORTH ..................................................................................................................... 19 
PLATE 4: TRENCH 1, VIEW NORTH ................................................................................. 19 
PLATE 5: TRENCH 2, VIEW NORTH ................................................................................. 20 
PLATE 6: TRENCH 3, VIEW NORTH ................................................................................. 20 
PLATE 7: TRENCH 4 SHOWING EXTENT OF TRENCH CUT FOR DRAINAGE PIPE, VIEW 
WEST ................................................................................................................................. 21 
PLATE 8: EXCAVATION OF MOUND, VIEW SOUTH ........................................................ 22 
PLATE 9: SECTION IN MOUND, SHOWING MODERN INCLUSIONS, VIEW SOUTH WEST
 ........................................................................................................................................... 22 

 
  



Archaeological Monitoring of groundworks on Land Adjacent to Wagtail Drive, Heybridge, Essex 
© Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited   February 2016 

PCA Report Number: R12324  Page 3 of 27 

ABSTRACT 

This report describes the results of archaeological monitoring carried out by Pre-

Construct Archaeology during excavation of slit trenches to locate a surface water 

sewer pipe, the construction of a drainage pipe and the excavation of a vehicle 

turning circle on land adjacent to Wagtail Drive, Heybridge, Essex (NGR TL 86477 

08211). The work was undertaken in connection with planning permission 

(FUL/MAL/15/00944) for the creation of two attenuation ponds. The watching brief 

was undertaken on 11th and 23rd to 26th November 2015. The archaeological work 

was commissioned by Arcadis Consulting (UK) Limited on behalf of Essex County 

Council. The aim of the work was to ensure that any archaeological remains 

exposed were recorded, recovered and interpreted. 

 

The excavation of the slit trenches in the eastern part of the site showed that gravel 

interpreted as natural River Terrace deposits was encountered at a depth of 0.8-

1.9m BGL. In one trench this was overlain by reddish clay and in another by a 

yellowish sand. Both these deposits were also thought to be natural River Terrace 

deposits. Recent made ground overlay these natural River Terrace deposits to a 

depth of between 0.6 to 0.8m BGL. 

 

The drainage trench which was excavated to the east of the site showed that a silty 

clay deposit interpreted as a natural River Terrace deposit was visible at 0.1 and 

0.2m BGL. This was overlain by a topsoil and turf. 

 

The site was covered with two mounds thought to have resulted from recent 

landscaping. Excavation of Trench 5 for a turning circle in the northern mound on the 

site to the west of the surface water sewer showed that the site had been covered in 

a considerable depth of made ground. 

 

In conclusion, modern made ground had been dumped on the site but not on the 

area to the east of the site. No archaeological deposits or finds were recovered 

during the archaeological monitoring of groundworks. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Archaeological monitoring was undertaken by Pre-Construct Archaeology 

Limited (PCA) during excavation of slit trenches to locate an existing surface 

water sewer, the construction of a drainage pipe and the excavation of a 

vehicle turning circle on land adjacent to Wagtail Drive, Heybridge, Essex 

(NGR TL 86477 08211). The work was undertaken in connection with 

planning permission (FUL/MAL/15/00944) for the creation of two attenuation 

ponds. The watching brief was undertaken on the 11th and 23rd to 26th 

November 2015 (Figures 1 and 2). 

1.2 The archaeological work was commissioned by Arcadis Consulting (UK) 

Limited on behalf of Essex County Council. 

1.3 The monitoring was carried out in accordance with a Written Scheme of 

Investigation (WSI) prepared by Charlotte Matthews (2015) of PCA. 

1.4 The aim of the monitoring was to ensure that any archaeological remains 

exposed were recorded, recovered and interpreted. This report describes the 

results of the monitoring. The site archive will be deposited at Colchester 

Museum. 
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2 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY 

2.1 Geology 
2.1.1 The online Geology of Britain Viewer shows that the Site lies on London Clay 

Formation – Clay, Silt and Sand. This is overlain by River Terrace Deposits 

of sand and gravel, locally with lenses of silt, clay or peat. 

 

2.2 Topography 
2.2.1 The areas excavated were located on land to the east of Wagtail Drive, 

Heybridge, and on Drapers Farm Recreational Ground. Heybridge is a large 

village in the Maldon district of Essex. It lies adjacent to the historic town of 

Maldon and the two have merged over the years. 
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3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

 
3.1.1 The proposed development site is sited immediately to the south of 

extensive cropmarks (EHER 16407) largely comprising linear features. 

Excavation in advance of a new classroom at Heybridge Primary School, just 

to the west of the Site, dated at least one of the cropmarks to the Late Iron 

Age and associated finds and features suggest the presence of an extensive 

settlement site. 

3.1.2 Heybridge has a number of residential areas, most recognisable is the newer 

Bovis housing estates to the west of the town, which were built in 1995. 

Before building commenced, archaeological excavation uncovered the 

remains of an important Iron Age settlement and ritual complex, a large 

Roman settlement and a succeeding Saxon settlement, as well as scattered 

prehistoric remains. 

3.1.3 Heybridge was originally called Tidwalditun. The name Heybridge came from 

the high bridge that was built over the River Blackwater in the Middle Ages, 

at Heybridge Square (the junction of Heybridge Street, Holloway Road, and 

the Causeway). This was a 5-arched stone bridge and it was replaced in 

1870 by a 2-arched brick one. Much of the water flow down this part of the 

river had, by then, been diverted into the River Chelmer by diversion work 

done during construction of the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation 

 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Housing_estate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iron_Age
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Saxons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Blackwater,_Essex
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chelmer_and_Blackwater_Navigation
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4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY 
 
4.1.1 The archaeological watching brief was undertaken in accordance with a 

Written Scheme of Investigation (Matthews, 2015). The watching brief 

consisted of monitoring by an archaeologist of the machine excavation by 

the groundworks contactors of three slit trenches (Trenches 1 to 3 on Figure 
2) to a depth of between 1.8m and 2m BGL, in order to locate a surface 

water sewer pipe [Plates 3 to 6]. The machine excavation was monitored by 

the attendant archaeologist. 

4.1.2 A further trench (Trench 4 on Figure 2) was machine excavated to a depth 

of 0.7m BGL, for the installation of a drainage pipe [Plate 7]. 

4.1.3 Two mounds covered the site roughly in the location of the two proposed 

attenuation ponds [Figure 2; Plates 1 and 2]. At most these were some 5m 

high and were thought to be the result of modern landscaping. A slot (Trench 

5 on Figure 2) was dug by a 360 degree excavator into the northern artificial 

mound in order to create a turning circle for vehicles and was also monitored 

by an archaeologist [Plate 8]. 

4.1.4 The trenches and exposed sections were cleaned by hand, recorded and 

photographed. The trenches were recorded when they had been excavated 

in accordance with the PCA Fieldwork Induction Manual (Operations Manual 

I) by Joanna Taylor and Gary Brown (2009). 

4.1.5 Sections were drawn to a scale of 1:20 [Figures 3 and 4]. All depths were 

calculated to below ground level (BGL) and roughly calculated to aOD in the 

office using a topographic survey of the Site (General Arrangement Drwg 

0002-UA008258-P01) and levels taken during the evaluation. The aOD 

heights in this report have not been checked on site. 

4.1.6 Deposits or the removal of deposits judged by the excavating archaeologist 

to constitute individual events were each assigned a unique record number 

(often referred to within British archaeology as ‘context numbers’) and 

recorded on individual pre-printed forms (Taylor and Brown 2009). 

Archaeological processes recognised by the deposition of material are 
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signified in this report by round brackets (thus), while events constituting the 

removal of deposits are referred to here as ‘cuts’ and signified by square 

brackets [thus]. The record numbers assigned to cuts and deposits are 

entirely arbitrary and in no way reflect the chronological order in which 

events took place. All features and deposits recorded during the monitoring 

are listed in Appendix 2. 

4.1.7 High-resolution digital photographs were taken at all stages of the monitoring 

process. 
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5 ARCHAEOLOGICAL SEQUENCE 
 
5.1.1 In Trench 1 [Figure 3: Section 1; Plates 3 and 4], sandy flint gravel (2) was 

observed at 1.9m BGL (roughly at 3.78mOD) and interpreted as natural 

River Terrace deposits. A reddish clay layer (1) overlay the gravel, at 0.75m 

BGL (roughly at 4.93mOD), measuring 1.15m thick. This clay contained 

frequent flint gravel inclusions, and was also thought to form part of the River 

Terrace deposits. It was capped by modern made ground (12), observed at 

0.2m BGL (roughly at 5.48mOD). The construction cut [13] for the surface 

water sewer pipe cut through these layers. 

5.1.2 In Trench 2 [Figure 3, Section 2; Plate 5] greyish brown flint gravel (3) 

interpreted as natural River Terrace deposits was observed at 0.8m BGL 

(roughly at 4.67mOD). This was overlain by modern made ground (16) and 

was cut by the construction cut for the modern surface water sewer pipe 

[13]. 

5.1.3 In Trench 3 [Figure 3, Section 3; Plate 6] a dark, greyish brown, flint gravel 

layer (5) interpreted as natural River Terrace deposits was observed at 0.8m 

BGL (roughly at 4.62mOD). It was overlain by a yellowish sandy deposit (4) 

at 0.6m BGL (roughly at 4.82mOD). Above this was modern subsoil (17), cut 

by the construction of the modern surface water sewer pipe [13]. 

5.1.4 In Sections 6 and 7 at the east end of Trench 4 [Figure 4; Plate 7] a clayey 

silt deposit with occasional gravel inclusions (9 and 11) was uncovered at 

approximately 0.4m BGL (roughly at 5.28mOD). The full thickness of this 

deposit was not visible due to the shallow depth of the trench. Sealing these 

layers, were what appeared to be a very similar deposit, a yellowish red silty 

clay (8 and 10) observed at 0.1m BGL (roughly at 5.58mOD). Overlying 

these deposits was a modern topsoil/turf (15). In Sections 4 and 5 at the 

west end of Trench 4 [Figure 4] a silty clay deposit (6 and 7) interpreted as 

natural River Terrace deposits was visible at 0.2m BGL (roughly at 

5.48mOD). 

5.1.5 Whilst observing the levelling of the artificial mound in Trench 5, no 
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archaeological or natural deposits were seen [Plate 9] and the mound was 

found to entirely consist of modern made ground (18) containing lumps of 

concrete and plastic sheet. 
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6 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 

 
6.1.1 The excavation of three slit trenches in the eastern part of the site to locate a 

surface water sewer pipe showed that gravel interpreted as natural River 

Terrace deposits was encountered at a depth of 0.8-1.9m BGL (roughly at 

4.62-3.78mOD). In one trench this was overlain by reddish clay and in 

another by a yellowish sand. Both these deposits were also thought to be 

natural River Terrace deposits. Recent made ground overlay these natural 

River Terrace deposits to a depth of between 0.6 to 0.8m BGL (roughly at 

4.93 to 4.67mOD). 

6.1.2 The drainage trench which was excavated to the east of the site showed that 

a silty clay deposit interpreted as a natural River Terrace deposit was visible 

at 0.1 and 0.2m BGL (roughly at 5.58 to 5.48mOD). This was overlain by a 

topsoil and turf. 

6.1.3 Excavation of Trench 5 for a turning circle in the northern mound on the site 

showed that the site in that area had been covered in a considerable depth 

of made ground. 

6.1.4 In conclusion, modern made ground had been dumped on the site but not on 

the area to the east of the site. No archaeological deposits or finds were 

recovered during the archaeological monitoring of groundworks. 
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9 APPENDIX 1: PLATES 
Plate 1: Land near Wagtail Drive, showing one of the existing mounds, view west 

 

Plate 2: Land near Wagtail Drive, showing one of the existing mounds, view south 
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Plate 3: Excavation in Trench 1, locating surface water sewer pipe, view north 

 

Plate 4: Trench 1, view north 
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Plate 5: Trench 2, view north 

 

Plate 6: Trench 3, view north 
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Plate 7: Trench 4 showing extent of trench cut for drainage pipe, view west 
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Plate 8: Excavation of mound, view south 

 

  Plate 9: Section in mound, showing modern inclusions, view south west 
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10 APPENDIX 2: CONTEXT INDEX 

 

Context Cut Type Description Interpretation 

1 N/A Layer Reddish clay Natural River Terrace deposit 

2 N/A Layer Sandy flint gravel Natural River Terrace deposit 

3 N/A Layer Greyish brown 
flint gravel Natural River Terrace deposit 

4 N/A Layer Yellowish sandy 
deposit Natural River Terrace deposit 

5 N/A Layer Dark, greyish 
brown, flint gravel Natural River Terrace deposit 

6 N/A Layer Silty clay deposit Natural River Terrace deposit 

7 N/A Layer Silty clay deposit Natural River Terrace deposit 

8 N/A Layer Yellowish red silty 
clay Natural River Terrace deposit 

9 N/A 

Layer Clayey silt 
deposit with 
occasional gravel 
inclusions Natural River Terrace deposit 

10 N/A 
Layer Yellowish red silty 

clay Natural River Terrace deposit 

11 N/A 

Layer Clayey silt 
deposit with 
occasional gravel 
inclusions Natural River Terrace deposit 

12 N/A Layer 
 Modern made ground 

13 Cut N/A 
 Cut for surface water sewer trench 

14 N/A Layer 
 Fill of surface water sewer trench 

15 N/A Layer 
 Topsoil/turf 

16 N/A Layer 
 

Modern made ground containing 
lumps of concrete and plastic sheet 

17 N/A Layer 
 

Modern made ground containing 
lumps of concrete and plastic sheet 
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commissioned by Arcadis Consulting (UK) Limited on behalf of Essex County Council. The excavation of the 

slit trenches in the eastern part of the site showed that natural River Terrace gravel was encountered at a 

depth of 0.8-1.9m BGL. In one trench this was overlain by reddish clay and in another by a yellowish sand; 

both deposits were interpreted as natural River Terrace deposits. Recent made ground overlay these natural 

geological deposits to a depths of 0.6 and 0.8m BGL. The drainage trench to the east of the site showed that 

a silty clay deposit interpreted as a natural River Terrace deposit was visible at 0.1 and 0.2m BGL and was 

overlain by topsoil and turf. Excavation for a turning circle in the northern of two mounds on the site and to 

the west of the surface water sewer showed that the site had been covered in a considerable depth of made 

ground. In conclusion, modern made ground had been dumped on the site but not on the area to the east of 

the site. No archaeological deposits or finds were recovered during the archaeological monitoring of 

groundworks. 
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	ABSTRACT
	This report describes the results of archaeological monitoring carried out by Pre-Construct Archaeology during excavation of slit trenches to locate a surface water sewer pipe, the construction of a drainage pipe and the excavation of a vehicle turnin...
	The excavation of the slit trenches in the eastern part of the site showed that gravel interpreted as natural River Terrace deposits was encountered at a depth of 0.8-1.9m BGL. In one trench this was overlain by reddish clay and in another by a yellow...
	The drainage trench which was excavated to the east of the site showed that a silty clay deposit interpreted as a natural River Terrace deposit was visible at 0.1 and 0.2m BGL. This was overlain by a topsoil and turf.
	The site was covered with two mounds thought to have resulted from recent landscaping. Excavation of Trench 5 for a turning circle in the northern mound on the site to the west of the surface water sewer showed that the site had been covered in a cons...
	In conclusion, modern made ground had been dumped on the site but not on the area to the east of the site. No archaeological deposits or finds were recovered during the archaeological monitoring of groundworks.

	1 introduction
	1.1 Archaeological monitoring was undertaken by Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited (PCA) during excavation of slit trenches to locate an existing surface water sewer, the construction of a drainage pipe and the excavation of a vehicle turning circle on...
	1.2 The archaeological work was commissioned by Arcadis Consulting (UK) Limited on behalf of Essex County Council.
	1.3 The monitoring was carried out in accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) prepared by Charlotte Matthews (2015) of PCA.
	1.4 The aim of the monitoring was to ensure that any archaeological remains exposed were recorded, recovered and interpreted. This report describes the results of the monitoring. The site archive will be deposited at Colchester Museum.

	2 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY
	2.1 Geology
	2.1.1 The online Geology of Britain Viewer shows that the Site lies on London Clay Formation – Clay, Silt and Sand. This is overlain by River Terrace Deposits of sand and gravel, locally with lenses of silt, clay or peat.

	2.2 Topography
	2.2.1 The areas excavated were located on land to the east of Wagtail Drive, Heybridge, and on Drapers Farm Recreational Ground. Heybridge is a large village in the Maldon district of Essex. It lies adjacent to the historic town of Maldon and the two ...


	3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL And Historical BACKGROUND
	3.1.1 The proposed development site is sited immediately to the south of extensive cropmarks (EHER 16407) largely comprising linear features. Excavation in advance of a new classroom at Heybridge Primary School, just to the west of the Site, dated at ...
	3.1.2 Heybridge has a number of residential areas, most recognisable is the newer Bovis housing estates to the west of the town, which were built in 1995. Before building commenced, archaeological excavation uncovered the remains of an important Iron ...
	3.1.3 Heybridge was originally called Tidwalditun. The name Heybridge came from the high bridge that was built over the River Blackwater in the Middle Ages, at Heybridge Square (the junction of Heybridge Street, Holloway Road, and the Causeway). This ...

	4 Archaeological METHODOLOGY
	4.1.1 The archaeological watching brief was undertaken in accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation (Matthews, 2015). The watching brief consisted of monitoring by an archaeologist of the machine excavation by the groundworks contactors of thr...
	4.1.2 A further trench (Trench 4 on Figure 2) was machine excavated to a depth of 0.7m BGL, for the installation of a drainage pipe [Plate 7].
	4.1.3 Two mounds covered the site roughly in the location of the two proposed attenuation ponds [Figure 2; Plates 1 and 2]. At most these were some 5m high and were thought to be the result of modern landscaping. A slot (Trench 5 on Figure 2) was dug ...
	4.1.4 The trenches and exposed sections were cleaned by hand, recorded and photographed. The trenches were recorded when they had been excavated in accordance with the PCA Fieldwork Induction Manual (Operations Manual I) by Joanna Taylor and Gary Brow...
	4.1.5 Sections were drawn to a scale of 1:20 [Figures 3 and 4]. All depths were calculated to below ground level (BGL) and roughly calculated to aOD in the office using a topographic survey of the Site (General Arrangement Drwg 0002-UA008258-P01) and ...
	4.1.6 Deposits or the removal of deposits judged by the excavating archaeologist to constitute individual events were each assigned a unique record number (often referred to within British archaeology as ‘context numbers’) and recorded on individual p...
	4.1.7 High-resolution digital photographs were taken at all stages of the monitoring process.

	5 Archaeological sequence
	5.1.1 In Trench 1 [Figure 3: Section 1; Plates 3 and 4], sandy flint gravel (2) was observed at 1.9m BGL (roughly at 3.78mOD) and interpreted as natural River Terrace deposits. A reddish clay layer (1) overlay the gravel, at 0.75m BGL (roughly at 4.93...
	5.1.2 In Trench 2 [Figure 3, Section 2; Plate 5] greyish brown flint gravel (3) interpreted as natural River Terrace deposits was observed at 0.8m BGL (roughly at 4.67mOD). This was overlain by modern made ground (16) and was cut by the construction c...
	5.1.3 In Trench 3 [Figure 3, Section 3; Plate 6] a dark, greyish brown, flint gravel layer (5) interpreted as natural River Terrace deposits was observed at 0.8m BGL (roughly at 4.62mOD). It was overlain by a yellowish sandy deposit (4) at 0.6m BGL (r...
	5.1.4 In Sections 6 and 7 at the east end of Trench 4 [Figure 4; Plate 7] a clayey silt deposit with occasional gravel inclusions (9 and 11) was uncovered at approximately 0.4m BGL (roughly at 5.28mOD). The full thickness of this deposit was not visib...
	5.1.5 Whilst observing the levelling of the artificial mound in Trench 5, no archaeological or natural deposits were seen [Plate 9] and the mound was found to entirely consist of modern made ground (18) containing lumps of concrete and plastic sheet.

	6 Discussion and CONCLUSIONS
	6.1.1 The excavation of three slit trenches in the eastern part of the site to locate a surface water sewer pipe showed that gravel interpreted as natural River Terrace deposits was encountered at a depth of 0.8-1.9m BGL (roughly at 4.62-3.78mOD). In ...
	6.1.2 The drainage trench which was excavated to the east of the site showed that a silty clay deposit interpreted as a natural River Terrace deposit was visible at 0.1 and 0.2m BGL (roughly at 5.58 to 5.48mOD). This was overlain by a topsoil and turf.
	6.1.3 Excavation of Trench 5 for a turning circle in the northern mound on the site showed that the site in that area had been covered in a considerable depth of made ground.
	6.1.4 In conclusion, modern made ground had been dumped on the site but not on the area to the east of the site. No archaeological deposits or finds were recovered during the archaeological monitoring of groundworks.
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