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1 ABSTRACT 

1.1 This report details the results of an archaeological evaluation undertaken by Pre-Construct 

Archaeology Limited at Marine Wharf, land at Plough Way, Rotherhithe, London SE16 7UD (Figure 

1). The work was commissioned by CgMs Consulting on behalf of the client, Quickdrop Limited. 

1.2 The evaluation consisted of five trenches located across the previously undeveloped area of the 

site to assess the archaeological potential of the upper stratigraphic layers. The site is known to be 

located upon deep deposits of alluvium which have rendered pre-post-medieval occupation 

impossible; therefore the evaluation has targeted only the more recent potential of the site, with the 

underlying sequence recorded by means of machine-dug sondages within the evaluation trenches. 

1.3 The evaluation recorded natural alluvium in only one of the five trenches. This was a homogenous 

and sterile clay which contained no anthropogenic material or organic components. This deposit 

was sealed by a considerable thickness, 4.40m, of modern made ground.  

1.4 The four other evaluation trenches all exclusively recorded extensive sequences of modern made 

ground, being between 3.70m to 4.10m in thickness. These considerable sequences of modern 

made ground relate to an episode of ground raising in the area known to have occurred in the 19th 

and 20th centuries. 

1.5 This report incorporates the findings of a geotechnical site investigation undertaken in 2015 

(Appendix 4), which demonstrated results correlating the findings of the evaluation: that thick, 

natural alluvium underlies the modern made ground and disturbed alluvium across the site, capping 

terrace gravels. 
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2 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 An archaeological evaluation was undertaken by Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited at Marine 

Wharf, Plough Way, Rotherhithe, London SE16 7UD, between 12th and 18th January 2016. The 

evaluation consisted of five stepped trenches located across the site to enable proportionate spatial 

coverage of the area whilst avoiding the footprint of the previous buildjng at the site. The work was 

commissioned by CgMs Consulting on behalf of the client, Quickdrop Limited.  

2.2 The site is centred on the National Grid Reference of TQ 3648 7884 and is approximately 8,500m2 

in area. Located under 200m due east of the River Thames it is bounded by Plough Way to the 

north, a development under construction on Cary Avenue to the west, properties fronting Hockett 

Close to the south and Grove Street to the east. It is located within the London Borough of 

Lewisham. 

2.3 The site was previously occupied by a two storey commercial premises ‘Marine Wharf’, constructed 

in the late 1980’s or early 1990’s. This building encompassed the majority of the eastern half of the 

site and had been founded upon numerous piles and pilecaps 

2.4 The archaeological evaluation was supervised by Ireneo Grosso and Neil Hawkins and project 

managed by Chris Mayo, all of Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited (PCA). The work was 

undertaken following an approved Written Scheme of Investigation (Mayo 2016), and the site works 

were monitored by the Mark Stevenson of the Greater London Archaeological Advisory Service 

(GLAAS), Historic England on behalf of the London Borough of Lewisham.  

2.5 The site was subject of an Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment (Hawkins 2013) which contains 

a full background to the site. The site is located in an Area of Archaeological Priority as defined by 

the London Borough of Lewisham. The site does not lie within the vicinity of a Scheduled Ancient 

Monument, Historic Battlefield or Historic Wreck site. 

2.6 The site was recorded using the unique Museum of London site code MNW16. 
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3 PLANNING BACKGROUND 

3.1 The proposed development of the site is subject to planning guidance and policies contained within 

the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), the London Plan and those of the London 

Borough of Lewisham, which fully recognises the importance of the buried heritage for which it is 

the custodian. 

3.2 National Guidance: National Planning Policy Framework 

3.2.1 In March 2012, the government published the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), which 

replaced existing national policy relating to heritage and archaeology (Planning Policy Statement 

5: Planning for the Historic Environment (PPS5)). In summary, current national policy provides a 

framework which protects nationally important designated Heritage Assets and their settings, in 

appropriate circumstances seeks adequate information (from desk based assessment and field 

evaluation where necessary) to enable informed decisions regarding the historic environment and 

provides for the investigation by intrusive or non-intrusive means of sites not significant enough to 

merit in-situ preservation.  

3.3 Regional Guidance: The London Plan 

3.3.1 Additional relevant planning strategy framework is provided by The London Plan, which was 

updated in 2015. It includes policy 7.8 of relevance to heritage assets and archaeology. 

3.4 Local Planning Policy: London Borough of Lewisham’s Core Strategy 

3.4.1 The local planning authority responsible for the study site is the London Borough of Lewisham 

whose LDF contains a number of documents relating to planning policies within the Borough. The 

key planning document in the LDF is the Core Strategy, adopted on 29th June 2011. The Lewisham 

Core Strategy sets out the vision, objectives, strategy and policies that will guide public and private 

sector investment to manage development and regeneration in the Borough during the period from 

2011 to 2026. It sets out the overall ambitions and priorities for the borough, a set of proposals, and 

a means for making sure that they are delivered. Contained within the Core Strategy are a number 

of Objectives and Policies that are of relevance to the current development proposal in relation to 

the historic environment. These are: 

 Core Strategy Objective 10: Protect and enhance Lewisham’s character 

 Core Strategy Policy 15 

 Core Strategy Policy 16 

3.4.2 A second LDF document is the Lewisham Development Management Local Plan (DMLP), adopted 

on 26th November 2014, which sets out the Council's planning policies for managing development 

in the London Borough of Lewisham and is used to guide, assess and determine planning 

applications. The following policies are of relevance to the current development proposal in terms 
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of the historic environment: 

 DM Policy 30 

 DM Policy 36 

 DM Policy 37 

3.5 Site Specific Background 

3.5.1 Planning permission has been granted for the redevelopment of the site under application umber 

13/85917, as follows: 

DC/13/85917  |  Demolition of the existing office building and redevelopment to provide 183 

residential dwellings (88 x 1 bed, 55 x 2 bed, 36 x 3 bed and 4 x 4 bed) and 1,053 sqm of 

flexible commercial floorspace (A1, A2, A3, B1 and D2 Use Classes) in buildings up to 8 

storeys, together with access onto Plough Way, 83 car parking spaces, 233 cycle parking 

spaces, landscaping and public realm improvements at Marine Wharf East, Plough Way, 

Deptford, SE16  |  MARINE WHARF EAST, LAND ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF, PLOUGH WAY, 

LONDON 

The planning submission included an archaeological desk-based assessment (Hawkins 2013).  

3.5.2 The Archaeology Advisor to the London Borough of Lewisham advised CgMs Consulting that an 

evaluation was necessary to investigate the site. The evaluation, herein reported, was designed in 

a Written Scheme of Investigation (Mayo 2016) which was approved by GLAAS. 

3.5.3 The site is located in an Area of Archaeological Priority by the London Borough of Lewisham. 
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4 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY 

4.1 Geology 

4.1.1 The bedrock geology of the site consists of the Thanet Sand Formation capped by alluvial clays 

and peats which can be up to 10m thick (Hawkins 2013). Modern made ground sits above the 

alluvium, between 2m and 4m thick. 

4.2 Topography 

4.2.1 Existing ground level is between 2.7m OD on the south and 4.5m OD on the north. This ground 

level is entirely a product of ground level being artificially raised between the mid eighteenth century 

and the present. This is particularly noticeable on the east of the site where ground level is c. 1.5m 

higher than surrounding streets (Hawkins 2013).  

4.3 Geotechnical Investigation 

4.3.1 A previous geotechnical investigation (Oakley Soils and Concrete Engineering 2015, Appendix 4) 

suggests alluvial deposits located across the site between 3.50m and 4.10m below ground level. 

Natural terrace gravels were identified between 7.40m and 9m below ground level. In another 

localised area alluvium was suggested at 2.70m below ground level and terrace gravel also at 

2.70m below ground level. This level seems unusually high in comparison with the records from 

adjacent interventions, and is therefore thought to be an anomaly.  
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5 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

5.1 Introduction 

5.1.1 The archaeological and historical background below has been summarised from the site specific 

Desk Based Assessment (Hawkins 2013).  

5.2 Prehistoric 

5.2.1 Alluvial deposits underlying the site have a palaeoenvironmental potential for the Prehistoric 

periods. However these deposits have been extensively examined in past investigations in 

northeast Southwark and northwest Lewisham.  

5.3 Roman 

5.3.1 The only finds dating to the Roman period within the vicinity are two Roman coin hoards found 

approximately 150 years ago; the first of Hadrian was recorded in 1867 probably during the 

excavation of the south Dock. The second was a late Roman coin hoard of the emperors Arcadius 

and Honorius recorded from ‘Chilton Grove’.  

5.4 Anglo Saxon, Early Medieval and Late Medieval 

5.4.1 During the Anglo Saxon and early medieval periods it is thought the site is likely to have lain in an 

area of marsh pasture, subject to periodic flooding; from the twelfth century flood defences 

stabilised through the process of inning. Throughout the late medieval period the site is thought to 

have lain in pasture lands bisected by drainage ditches with embanked flood defences.   

5.5 Post-Medieval and Modern 

5.5.1 The site first began to be developed from the early sixteenth century onwards as numerous docks 

and wharves were built alongside the Thames. John Rocque’s map of 1747 shows Grove Street 

on the eastern boundary of the site built up with properties along the eastern edge of the site. To 

the north the ‘upper wet dock’ represents part of what is now ‘Greenland Dock’. Horwood’s map of 

1819 shows the area of the site to be undeveloped and the ‘East Country Dock’ (now the South 

Dock Marina) begun to be formed to the north.  

5.5.2 On the Saint Paul Deptford Tithe map of 1844 the east of the site is occupied by low status courts 

and tenements and the west occupied by market gardens and pasture. The Ordnance Survey map 

of 1870 shows the west of the site occupied by a railway supplied timber yard. By 1895 the railway 

yard had been extended across the majority of the site.  

5.5.3 By 1919 the site had been altered considerably, being cleared and the ground level substantially 

raised to form a railway yard and by 1929 the site was recorded as a timber yard. Sometime in the 

early twentieth century before 1919 Plough Way directly to the north of the site had also been 

constructed.  
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5.5.4 By 1951 the site is recorded as part of a railway yard, most probably in use as a timber yard. It 

continues to be labelled as such in 1981 though in reality the site may have been disused at this 

time. Shortly after the site was redeveloped for commercial use as Marine Wharf.  
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6 ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY 

6.1 A detailed methodology for the archaeological evaluation was set out in the approved Written 

Scheme of Investigation (Mayo 2016). The proposed trenching scheme consisted of six trenches 

each measuring 22.4m by 4.2m at ground level to expose a basal area of 20m by 1.8m at up to 

2.4m below ground level. During the evaluation the number of evaluation trenches was cut from six 

to five due to on-site spatial constraints. The locations, alignments and lengths of trenches four and 

five, in the western area of the site, were also altered somewhat again due to on-site constraints.   

6.2 The trench locations were CAT scanned by a trained member of Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd 

prior to machine excavation. The machining was undertaken using a HYMAC-type excavator; a 

breaker and toothed bucket was initially used to break the ground surface. Once completed a 

toothless ditching bucket was used to remove modern overburden under archaeological 

supervision. Machine excavation then continued under archaeological supervision in spits of 

100mm to a maximum safe working depth of 2.4m below ground level. This was achieved by 

excavating steps into the trench edges at a gradient of 1:1. The steps were cut so that they were a 

maximum depth of 1.2m deep and an equivalent width. Subsequently in all evaluation trenches a 

deeper machine-dug sondage was undertaken to the full reach of the mechanical excavator to 

further investigate lower deposits.    

6.3 All recording systems adopted during the investigations were fully compatible with those most 

widely used elsewhere in London; that is those developed out of the Department of Urban 

Archaeology Site Manual and presented in PCAs Fieldwork Operations Manual 1 (Taylor 2009). 

Individual descriptions of all archaeological and geological strata and features excavated and 

exposed were entered onto pro-forma recording sheets. All plans and sections of archaeological 

deposits were recorded on polyester based drawing film, the plans being at scale of 1:20 and the 

sections at 1:10. The OD heights of all principle strata were calculated and indicated on the 

appropriate plans and sections. 

6.4 A photographic record of the investigations was made using HQ digital SLR format. 

6.5 Temporary Bench Marks were installed upon the site using a Leica GPS survey instrument, also 

used to locate the trenches to the OS grid. 

6.6 The archaeological works were and monitored by Mark Stevenson of the Greater London 

Archaeological Advisory Service (GLAAS) on behalf of the London Borough of Lewisham.   

6.7 The complete site archive including site records, photographs and finds will be deposited at the 

London Archaeological Archive Research Centre, (LAARC) under the site code MNW16. 
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7 ARCHAEOLOGICAL SEQUENCE 

7.1 Phase 1: Natural 

7.1.1 A geotechnical investigation has recently been undertaken (Oakley Soils and Concrete Engineering 

2015, see data logs at Appendix 4) comprising of three boreholes and four window samples located 

across the area of the site (Figure 2, Table 1). The results showed natural alluvial deposits between 

2.70m, 3.50m and 4.10m below ground level at the western end of the site (WS1, BH2 and BH1A) 

and 3.90m below ground level in the southeastern area (BH3). The alluvium was recorded to be at 

least 3.3m to 5.5m thick, and was described in localised areas as “Medium dense light to mid slightly 

bluish grey locally slightly clayey slightly silty slightly organic fine sane with occasional rotted plant 

remains…”; in other words entirely naturally accumulated alluvially deposited material. The 

geotechnical investigation recorded underlying terrace gravel in all three boreholes, at an average 

height of +0.50m OD. 

7.1.2 The results from the geotechnical boreholes mirror the findings within evaluation Trench 1, the only 

intervention in which the same natural alluvium was exposed [elsewhere only disturbed alluvium 

was encountered, again mirroring the borehole results]. The earliest deposit recorded within Trench 

1 was a stiff light blueish grey clay, context [4]. This deposit was recorded within the base of the 

machine excavated sondage in Trench 1 at 0.58m OD, continuing to at least 0.42m OD. This sterile 

homogenous deposit represents the underlying alluvial clay recorded across the wider area. 

7.1.3 In no intervention at the site, archaeological or geotechnical, have any organic layers (i.e peat) 

been observed.  

7.2 Phase 2: Modern 

7.2.1 Sealing the alluvial clay deposit [4] with Trench 1 was a sequence of modern deposits, contexts [1], 

[2] and [3]. This sequence was recorded at a highest level of 5.02m OD, the modern ground level, 

and had an overall thickness of 4.44m. This sequence included some redeposited alluvial clay 

deposits which contained modern, nineteenth century and later post-medieval brick fragments.  

7.2.2 Trench 2 exclusively recorded modern deposits, contexts [5], [6], [7] and [8]. These deposits were 

recorded at a highest level of 4.98m OD, the modern ground level, and had a combined thickness 

of 3.96m (the base of the machine excavated sondage being located at 1.02m OD). The lowest of 

these deposits, and therefore stratigraphically the earliest, context [8], was redeposited alluvial clay 

which contained modern, nineteenth century and later post-medieval brick fragments.  

7.2.3 Trench 3 exclusively recorded modern deposits, contexts [9] and [10]. These deposits were 

recorded at a highest level of 5.32m OD, the modern ground level, and had a combined thickness 

of 4m (the base of the machine excavated sondage being located at 1.32m OD). The lowest of 

these deposits, and therefore stratigraphically the earliest, context [10], was a redeposited alluvial 
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clay which contained modern, nineteenth century and later post-medieval brick fragments.  

7.2.4 Trench 4 exclusively recorded modern deposits, context [11]. These deposits were recorded at a 

highest level of 5.37m OD, the modern ground level, and had a combined thickness of 4.10m (the 

base of the machine excavated sondage being located at 1.27m OD). Much of this modern 

sequence was composed of redeposited alluvial clay deposits which contained modern, nineteenth 

century and later post-medieval brick fragments. 

7.2.5 Trench 5 exclusively recorded modern deposits, contexts [12] and [13]. These deposits were 

recorded at a highest level of 5.37m OD, the modern ground level, and had a combined thickness 

of 4.10m OD (the base of the machine excavated sondage being located at 1.27m OD). The lowest 

two of these deposits consisted of redeposited alluvial clay which contained modern, nineteenth 

century and later post-medieval brick fragments. 

7.2.6 The boreholes recorded the same sequence of redeposited and disturbed alluvium in five of the 

seven interventions, a soil matrix identical to that of the natural alluvium (see 7.1.1 above) but with 

occasional CBM and pottery fragments.  
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Intervention Tr. 1 Tr. 2 Tr. 3 Tr. 4 Tr. 5 BH1 BH1A BH2 BH3 WS1 WS2 WS3 WS4 

Thickness of modern made ground (m) 3.20 2.90 3.10 3.20 2.70 1.20 2.40 3.10 3.90 1.60 2.70 1.50 4.00 

Depth to base of modern reworked alluvium (m BGL) 4.42 3.70 4.00 4.10 4.10 n/a 4.10 4.90 4.90 2.70 n/a 4.00 n/a 

Depth to base of natural alluvium (m BGL) >4.6 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 7.40 n/a n/a 4.00 n/a n/a n/a 

Depth to top of terrace gravels (m BGL) n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 7.40 4.90 4.90 n/a 2.70 n/a n/a 

                            

OD height in location of intervention (m OD) 5.02 4.98 5.32 5.37 5.37 5.37 5.37 5.37 5.32 5.37 4.98 5.37 5.02 

OD height of:                           

Made ground (m OD) 5.02 4.98 5.32 5.37 5.37 5.37 5.37 5.37 5.32 5.37 4.98 5.37 5.02 

Alluvium (m OD) 0.60 1.28 1.32 1.27 1.27 n/a 1.27 0.47 n/a 2.67 n/a 1.37 n/a 

Gravel (m OD) n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a -2.03 0.47 0.42 1.37 2.28 n/a n/a 

Thickness of:                           

Made ground (m) 3.20 2.90 3.10 3.20 2.70 1.20 2.40 3.10 3.90 1.60 2.70 1.50 4.00 

Reworked alluvium (m) 1.22 0.80 0.90 0.90 1.40 n/a 1.70 1.80 1.00 1.10 n/a 2.50 n/a 

Alluvium (m) >0.18 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 3.30 n/a n/a >1.30 n/a n/a n/a 

              

Italics represent approximate values              

 

Table 1: Measurements of depositional sequence across the site including evaluation trenches and previous geotechnical results from 2015 

 The data logs are included at Appendix4 
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8 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 

8.1 Discussion 

8.1.1 The archaeological evaluation recorded a variety of depositional sequences across the trenches. 

Only one of these evaluation trenches, however, encountered in situ alluvial clay consistent with 

the expected underlying geology as described by the British Geological Survey. This natural alluvial 

clay was recorded within evaluation Trench 1, located on the eastern area of the site, at 0.58m OD, 

some 4.42m below ground level. It was a sterile and homogenous clay which contained no 

anthropomorphic material. No evidence for organic material such as peat was observed. 

8.1.2 The same deposit of sterile alluvium was observed within the geotechnical interventions undertaken 

at the site in 2015, at comparable OD heights. 

8.1.3 All evaluation trenches and boreholes / window samples recorded extensive sequences of modern 

made ground which again included redeposited alluvial clays. Trenches 2 to 5 contained entirely 

such modern deposits, being between at least 3.70m to 4.10m thick. The considerable depth of 

modern made ground relates to extensive ground raising known to have occurred in the early 

twentieth century (Hawkins 2013). 

8.1.4 The combined evidence from the evaluation and geotechnical investigation allows the creation of 

a uniform profile of the underlying depositional sequence. The evaluation trenches suggest modern 

made ground across the site to be between 3.70m and 4.40m thick, with natural alluvium recorded 

within Trench 1 and the previous geotechnical interventions, wherein modern made ground was 

encountered at a similar depth of between 3.50m and 4.10m.  

8.2 Research Objectives 

8.2.1 The series of primary research objectives where highlighted in the Written Scheme of Investigation 

(Mayo 2016) and are addressed below. 

To determine the natural topography and geology of the site, and the height at which it survives, if 

it can be reached within the achievable depths of the trenches. 

8.2.2 Only one of the five evaluation trenches encountered the underlying natural topography (Trench 1). 

This deposit consisted of a natural homogenous alluvial clay, consisted with the known underlying 

geology as described by the British Geological Survey. This deposit was located at 4.42m below 

ground level, 0.58m OD. 

8.2.3 This correlates well with the geotechnical results, which showed the same deposit of sterile alluvium 

across the site. 

To establish the presence or absence of prehistoric activity, its nature and (if possible) date. 

8.2.4 No evidence for prehistoric activity was encountered during the evaluation.  
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To establish the presence or absence of Roman and medieval activity. 

8.2.5 No evidence for Roman or medieval activity was encountered during the evaluation.  

To establish the presence or absence of post-medieval activity at the site.  

8.2.6 No evidence for post-medieval activity was encountered during the evaluation.  

To establish the nature, date and survival of activity relating to any archaeological periods at the 

site. 

8.2.7 The archaeological evaluation encountered no archaeological activity dating to any periods.  

To establish the extent of all past post-depositional impacts on the archaeological resource. 

8.2.8 The evaluation illustrated that the area of the site had been severely modified during the modern 

period by the ground level being raised considerably. This was represented in the evaluation 

trenches as extensive sequences of modern made ground between 3.70m and 4.42m thick.  

8.3 Conclusions 

8.3.1 The site therefore is underlain at depths below around 4.0m BGL by natural alluvium, capped by 

extensive deposits of made ground. No archaeological finds or features were observed in any of 

the five evaluation trenches executed. In the eastern side of the site, where map regression has 

suggested the former presence of buildings and properties fronting Grove Street / Plough Way 

(Hawkins 2013, Figures 2-9), no archaeological presence was seen. Similarly no remains were 

observed in any trench for the railway workings which formerly occupied the site (Hawkins 2013, 

Figures 7-12). 

8.4 Publication and Archive 

8.4.1 The results of the site investigation will be published by PCA as a summary in the annual ‘Round-

Up’ of London Archaeologist. 

8.4.2 Upon approval this report and with confirmation that the site work is complete, the archive will be 

deposited with the London Archaeological Archive and Research Centre under the unique site code 

MNW16. Until then it will be stored by PCA at its offices in Brockley, SE4. 
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APPENDIX 1: CONTEXT INDEX 

Context No. Trench Phase Type Description  Height (m OD) 

1 1 2 Layer Modern made ground 3.10 

2 1 2 Layer Modern made ground 1.82 

3 1 2 Layer Modern redeposited alluvium, made ground 1.22 

4 1 1 Layer Natural alluvial clay 0.58 

5 2 2 Layer Modern made ground 3.60 

6 2 2 Layer Modern made ground 2.98 

7 2 2 Layer Modern made ground 2.14 

8 2 2 Layer Modern redeposited alluvium, made ground 1.28 

9 3 2 Layer Modern made ground 2.90 

10 3 2 Layer Modern redeposited alluvium, made ground 1.42 

11 4 2 Layer Modern redeposited alluvium, made ground 2.17 

12 5 2 Layer Modern redeposited alluvium, made ground 2.67 

13 5 2 Layer Modern redeposited alluvium, made ground 1.37 
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APPENDIX 2: PLATES 

 

Plate 1: Trench 1 facing north 

 

Plate 2: Section 1 in Trench 1, facing west 
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Plate 3: Trench 2 facing west 

 

Plate 4: Section 2 in Trench 2, facing south 
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Plate 5: Trench 3 facing east, 1m scale 

 

Plate 6: Section 3 in Trench 3, facing north
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Plate 7: Trench 4 facing north 

 

Plate 8: Section 4 in Trench 4, facing east 
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Plate 9: Trench 5 facing north, 1m scale 

 

Plate 10: Section 5 in Trench 5, facing east 
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