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ABSTRACT

Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd (PCA) was appointed by CgMs Consulting to undertake an
archaeological evaluation on land at Boorley Green, Hampshire. The site is the subject of a
housing development proposal and covers an area of some 71ha; the evaluation concerned
an initial area of 13ha in the northern part of the site. The evaluation was conducted in
accordance with the general ‘Overarching Written Scheme of Archaeological Investigation’
(WYG, 2015), covering the whole site, and a specific Written Scheme of Investigation (PCA
2015).

This document provides a report on the evaluation, which comprised 34 50m X 1.8m trenches
excavated in December 2015 and January 2016.

The evaluation was completed largely in keeping with the Written Scheme of Investigation
although some re-adjustment to trench locations was required. The evaluation appears to
demonstrate that the site has, generally, low archaeological potential, which may have
previously been reduced by the formation of the existing golf course.

A single urned cremation burial of probably Bronze Age date was found in Trench 1. It
appears to represent an isolated archaeological feature, although may indicate the presence
of other burials beyond the area of the trench. There are no comparable finds within the
vicinity of the site, or evidence of contemporary settlement. The burial represents a relatively
rare find in the immediate landscape although sites of the period have been found further
south near Hedge End and the M27 corridor.

Almost half the trenches contained features of a possible archaeological nature, although
many of these may as easily be interpreted as natural features and all the discrete features
lacked any dating evidence. The features include a number of ditches all near the northern
and western periphery of the site.
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INTRODUCTION

Project Background

Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd (PCA) was appointed by CgMs Consulting to undertake an
archaeological evaluation on land at Boorley Green, Hampshire (Figures 1 & 2). The site is
the subject of a housing development proposal and covers an area of some 71lha; the
evaluation concerned an initial area of 13ha in the northern part of the site. The evaluation
was conducted in accordance with the general ‘Overarching Written Scheme of
Archaeological Investigation’ (WYG, 2015), covering the whole site, and a specific Written
Scheme of Investigation (PCA 2015).

The archaeological evaluation was required, in keeping with NPPF Section 12 and Local Plan
Policy, by the Local Planning Authority (LPA) Eastleigh Borough Council (EBC) to provide
information toward understanding the archaeological implications of the proposed
development and determining the subsequent treatment of archaeological resources within it.
The requirement follows consultation by CgMs with the LPA’s archaeological advisor David
Hopkins, County Archaeologist, Hampshire County Council. The requirement for
archaeological works forms a condition (17) of planning permission for the proposed housing
development (EBC planning ref: 0/12/71514).

This document provides a report on the evaluation, which comprised 34 50m X 1.8m trenches
excavated in December 2015 and January 2016.

This document has been prepared in accordance with the Standard and Guidance for
archaeological field evaluation (Chartered Institute for Archaeologists 2014) and The
Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment: The MORPHE Project
Manager’s Guide (Historic England 2015).

Location, Topography and Geology

The site is located within the parish of Botley, which lies within the Borough of Eastleigh,
Hampshire. The site lies to the north of the hamlet of Boorley Green and the historic village of
Botley. Immediately to the north of the site is the rural parish of Durley. A hamlet of the same
names is located 2km to the north-east. The mainline railway running between Winchester to
the northwest and Gosport in the south-east lies 550m to the south of the site, while Junction
7 of the M27 motorway is situated 3km west-south-west.

The whole site, an irregular area of 71 hectares is bound to the west by the B3354
Winchester Road, which runs between Horton Heath and Boorley Green. To the immediate
south of the site lies Maddoxford Lane, residential properties along the northern frontage of
Maddoxford Lane, and Maddoxford Farm. The northern and eastern boundaries of the site
are demarcated by the meandering course of Ford Lake, which shadows a tributary of the
River Hamble. Beyond Ford Lake to the north lies Chancellor's Lane. The majority of the site
is occupied by a golf course known as Botley Park Hotel and Country Club, with associated
buildings including Braxells Farm, located along the site’s western boundary. The southern
section of the site comprises a series of pasture fields associated with Maddoxford Farm.

This evaluation looks at the north west corner of the site, an area of approximately 18
hectares encompassing a small hill (peak of 42m above Ordnance Datum) behind Braxells
Farm and the low-lying, gently undulating land around it (at around 21m above Ordnance
Datum). It is bounded to the north by Ford Lake and to the west by the B3354 Winchester
Road
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The underlying geology of the site is mapped as sand, silt and clay of the Wittering Formation
a Sedimentary Bedrock formed approximately 40 to 56 million years ago in the Palaeogene
Period. The local environment would have been dominated by shallow seas. These ‘rocks’
were formed in shallow seas with mainly siliciclastic sediments (comprising of fragments or
clasts of silicate minerals) deposited as mud, silt, sand and gravel. Sand and gravels were
identified within Phase 1 trenches (CA 2014).

Archaeological and Historical Background

The archaeological and historical background to the site was set out in a Desk-based
Assessment (AS 2012) and subsequent documents and is not repeated here.

AIM

The aim of the archaeological evaluation was to determine the character, extent, date,
condition and significance of archaeological resources that may have survived within the site,
taking account of their potential to contain biological and palaeo-environmental remains.

This report aims to provide sufficient information concerning the results of the evaluation so
that the future treatment of archaeological resources identified within the site, in respect of the
proposed development, may be determined.

RESULTS

Introduction

This section provides a summary of the results of the evaluation and is based on the site
archive, which comprises written, drawn and photographic records along with a very small
assemblage of artefacts consisting of two small sherds of pottery. The site archive is held at
the PCA Winchester office under site code BGBH15. A trench summary table is provided in
Appendix 1.

The evaluation took place in two stages, between the 14™ and 18" December 2015 and 18"
and 26" January 2016. The first stage was during a very wet spell of weather and some of
the trenches were inaccessible, requiring the second stage.

Evaluation Trenches

The site was previously a golf course and there is evidence of substantial landscaping
including the building up of fairways and the creation of a substantial mound between the
course, Braxells Farm and the driving range in the north-west corner of the site. In some
trenches there was evidence of redeposited natural material used to flatten fairways and
reduce gradients (Plate 1). Presumably, that material was moved from other parts of the site,
meaning that in some areas the natural geology will have been reduced, potentially removing
any archaeological evidence.

A total of 34 of the proposed 35 50m by 1.8m trenches were opened (Figure 2). Trench 4
was abandoned as made ground was deeper than the safe excavation limit and Trenches 11
and 15 shortened due to groundwater. Trenches 5, 8 and 9 were moved due to the presence
of trees and Trench 11 was relocated as it had been proposed on an artificial mound. Trench
10 was relocated to avoid an artificial mound, and Trench 12 not dug due to a lack of space
following the relocation of Trenches 10 and 11. Trenches 13, 24, and 26 were moved to
avoid golf course infrastructure (greens, tees and bunkers).

The topsoil was, in general, a 0.1m to 0.2m thick layer of dark greyish brown silty clay, with a
further 0.2m thick layer of lighter silty clay beneath (Plate 2).
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The natural geology consisted of clay Brickearth with varying mixtures of sands, clays and
silts.

Trench 1 contained an urned cremation burial [105] of probably Bronze Age date that was
recorded and left in situ (Figure 3, Plate 3). An area of broken ground to its south showed
evidence of sherds that might indicate further burials or derive from the same burial.

Of all other trenches sixteen contained 25 features of a possible archaeological nature
(Figure 3), including 10 ditches, the majority of which were in trenches on the north and west
periphery of the site. The ditches mostly ranged from 0.15m to 0.35m deep and all had a
rounded profile. Ditch [1804] (Figure 4) was probably the same as ditch [2205] (Figures 5)
and may well extend into Trenches 19 and 21. Ditch [3106] (Figure 6) may have formed a
right a-angle with the more substantial ditch [3205] (Figure 7), which was 0.5m deep and
1.2m wide.

The other 15 features (not illustrated) were small pits or natural features and were all irregular
in plan. The initial possibility that some could be post-holes or stake-holes was not supported
by their investigation, in either their distribution or form and all lacked evidence of post-
packing, post-pipes or other typical or shared attributes. None contained datable finds.

Finds

There was a notable absence of cultural material of any period in the topsoil and sub-soil in all
of trenches.

Two ditches contained a single sherd of pottery each, the only finds recovered from the
evaluation. These sherds are very small and heavily abraded. Fill [2104] of ditch [2105]
(Figure 8) contained a grey, heavily flint tempered sherd that is possibly Late Iron Age or
Romano-British in date. The sherd from fill [3107] of ditch [3106] (Figure 6) is difficult to
characterise and is in a hard reddish brown fabric, with no visible tempering.

No palaeo-environmental remains were identified.

Conclusion

The evaluation was completed largely in keeping with the Written Scheme of Investigation
although some re-adjustment to trench locations was required. The evaluation appears to
demonstrate that the site has, generally, low archaeological potential, which may have
previously been reduced by the formation of the existing golf course.

A single urned cremation burial of probably Bronze Age date was found in Trench 1. It
appears to represent an isolated archaeological feature, although may indicate the presence
of other burials beyond the area of the trench. There are no comparable finds within the
vicinity of the site, or evidence of contemporary settlement. The burial represents a relatively
rare find in the immediate landscape although sites of the period have been found further
south near Hedge End (WA, 2008) and the M27 corridor.

Almost half the trenches contained features, although most if not all of the discrete features
can be interpreted as natural features and lacked any dating evidence. The features include a
number of ditches all near the northern and western periphery of the site.
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APPENDIX 1: TRENCH SUMMARIES

Trench

Section

NO. NO. Context Type Description Depth (m) BGL
101 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.20m
102 Layer Subsoil 0.20-0.25m
103 Layer Natural
1 1 Vessel containing
104 Fill carbonised material - 0.25m
not excavated. Probable
urned cremation burial.
105 Cut Cut of 104 0.25m
201 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.10m
202 Layer Subsoil 0.10-0.25m
203 Layer Natural
204 Cut Cut of small pit 0.25-0.37m
2 2,4,6,8 205 Fill Fill of [204] 0.25-0.37m
206 Cut Cut of small pit 0.25-0.35m
207 Fill Fill of [206] 0.25-0.35m
208 Cut Cut of small pit 0.25-0.43m
209 Fill Fill of [208] 0.25-0.43m
301 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.10m
302 Layer Subsoil 0.10-0.25m
303 Layer Natural
3 3,12b 304 Cut Cut of Possible Pit 0.25-0.47m
305 Fill Fill of [304] 0.25-0.41m
306 Fill Fill of [304] 0.41-0.47m
4 Not Excavated
501 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.10m
5 15a 502 Layer Subsoil 0.10-0.15m
503 Layer Natural
601 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.10m
6 14a 602 Layer Subsoil 0.10-0.30m
603 Layer Natural
701 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.30m
7 10a 702 Layer Subsoil 0.30-0.50m
703 Layer Natural
801 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.10m
8 11la 802 Layer Subsoil 0.10-0.20m
803 Layer Natural
901 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.05m
9 13a 902 Layer Subsoil 0.05-0.30m
903 Layer Natural
1001 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.25m
10 42f
1002 Layer Natural
1101 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.10m
11 17a -
1102 Layer Subsoil 0.10-0.25m
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1103 Layer Natural
12 Not Excavated
1301 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.40m
1302 Layer Subsoil 0.40-0.56m
1303 Layer Natural
374 383 1304 Layer Gravel Assoaat_ed with 0.40 - 0.56m
13 3’93 ’ Modern Drainage
1308 Cut Cut of Pit 0.56-0.81m
1309 Cut Cut of Pit 0.56-0.91m
1310 Fill Fill of [1308] 0.56-0.81m
1311 Fill Fill of [1309] 0.56-0.91m
1401 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.25m
14 42e
1402 Layer Natural
15 Not Excavated
1601 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.10m
16 16a 1602 Layer Subsoil 0.10-0.30m
1603 Layer Natural
1701 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.10m
17 17a 1702 Layer Subsoil 0.10-0.30m
1703 Layer Natural
1801 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.22m
1802 Layer Subsoil 0.22-0.42m
18 37b, 40a 1803 Layer Natural
1804 Cut Cut of Ditch 0.42-0.57m
1805 Fill Fill of [1804] 0.42-0.57m
1901 Layer Topsoil 0.00 - 34m
1902 Layer Natural
19 42¢, 442 903 Cut Cut of Ditch 0.34-0.59m
1904 Fill Fill of [1903] 0.34-0.59m
2001 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.20m
20 43 2002 Layer Subsoil 0.20-0.55m
2003 Layer Natural
2101 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.10m
2102 Layer Subsoil 0.10-0.20m
21 183, 20 2103 Layer Natural
2104 Fill Fill of [2105] 0.20- 0.46m
2105 Fill Cut of Ditch 0.20- 0.46m
2201 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.30m
2202 Layer Natural
2203 Cut Cut of Pit 0.30m-?
22 376418 s Fil Fill of [2203] 0.30m - ?
2205 Cut Cut of Ditch 0.30-0.56m
2206 Fill Fill of [2205] 0.30-0.56m
2301 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.32m
23 37f
2302 Layer Natural
24 42a 2401 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.37m
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2402 Layer Natural
2501 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.30m
2502 Layer Subsoil 0.20-0.50m
25 42d 2503 Layer Natural
Gravel Associated with
2504 Layer Modern Drainage 0.47-0.50
2601 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.30m
26 42b
2602 Layer Natural
2701 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.13
27 193, 19b 2702 Layer Subsoil 0.13-0.32m
2703 Layer Natural
2801 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.22m
2802 Layer Subsoil 0.22-0.37m
2803 Layer Natural
2804 Fill Fill of [2805] 0.37-0.61m
2805 Cut Cut of Small Pit 0.37-0.61m
28 gga’ 2333br" 2806 Fill Fill of [2807] 0.61-0.69m
a 2807 Cut Cut of very small pit 0.61-0.69m
2808 Fill Fill of [2809] 0.61-0.70m
2809 Cut Cut of very small pit 0.61-0.70m
2810 Cut Cut of small pit 0.37-0.52m
2811 Fill Fill of [2810] 0.37-0.52m
2901 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.15m
2902 Layer Subsoil 0.15-0.35m
29 22a, 28 2903 Layer Natural
2904 Fill Fill of [2905] 0.35-0.58m
2905 Cut Cut of Ditch 0.35-0.58m
3001 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.40m
3002 Layer Natural
3003 Fill Fill of [3004] 0.40 - 0.49m
3004 Cut Cut of small pit 0.40-0.49m
30 37d, 45a - 3005 Fill Fill of [3006] 0.40 - 0.49m
45h 3006 Cut Cut of small pit 0.40-0.49m
3007 Fill Fill of [3008] 0.40-0.55m
3008 Cut Cut of Possible Pit 0.40- 0.55m
3009 Fill Fill of [3010] 0.40-0.62m
3010 Cut Cut of Possible Ditch 0.40-0.62m
3101 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.20m
3102 Layer Subsoil 0.20-0.35m
3103 Layer Natural
31 242'0343' 3104 Cut Cut of Ditch 0.35-0.45m
? 3105 Fill Fill of [3104] 0.35-0.45m
3106 Cut Cut of Linear 0.35-0.88m
3107 Fill Fill of [3106] 0.35-0.88m
3201 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.43m
32 37e, 46a -
3202 Layer Subsoil 0.43-0.59m
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3203 Layer Natural

3204 Fill Fill of [3205] 0.43-1.00m

3205 Cut Cut of Ditch 0.43-1.00m

3301 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.20m

3302 Layer Subsoil 0.20-0.30m
33 253, 31 3303 Layer Natural

3304 Fill Fill of [3305] 0.30-0.37m

3305 Cut Cut of Ditch 0.30-0.37m

3401 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.15m

3402 Layer Subsoil 0.15-0.35m
34 26a, 35a 3403 Layer Natural

3404 Fill Fill of [3405] 0.35-0.45m

3405 Cut Cut of Pit 0.35-0.45m

3501 Layer Topsoil 0.00-0.10m

3502 Layer Subsoil 0.10-0.30m
35 27a, 36a 3503 Layer Natural

3504 Fill Fill of [3505] 0.30-0.70m

3505 Cut Cut of Ditch 0.30-0.70m

10
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APPENDIX 2: SITE PHOTOGRAPHS

Plate 1: Representative Section of Trench 14 Showing Re-Deposited Natural from the Landscaping of the Golf
Course

Plate 2: Representative Sample from Trench 18 Showing Topsaoil

11
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Plate 3: Urned Cremation Burial in Trench 1




Land at Boorley Green, Hampshire: An Archaeological Evaluation

© Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd. February 2016

APPENDIX 3: OASIS RECORD

Project details:
Oasis ID: Preconst1-242372

Project name Boorley Green, Hampshire

Short description of the project An archaeological evaluation on the north east side of the golf course.

It is the second phase in a series of investigations that will look at the whole golf course.

Project dates Start: 14-12-2015 End: 26-01-2016

Previous/future work Yes / Yes

Any associated project reference codes BGBH15 - Sitecode

Type of project Field evaluation

Site status None

Current Land use Other 14 - Recreational usage

Monument type CREMATION BURIAL Late Bronze Age

Significant Finds POTTERY Late Prehistoric

Significant Finds URN Late Bronze Age

Methods & techniques "Sample Trenches"

Development type Housing estate

Prompt Planning condition

Position in the planning process After full determination (e.g. As a condition)

Project location

Country England
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Site location HAMPSHIRE EASTLEIGH BOTLEY Boorley Green, Botley

Postcode SO32 2BX

Study area 71 Hectares

Site coordinates SU 50669 15332 50.934657478073 -1.278845927313 50 56 04 N 001 16 43 W Point

Height OD / Depth Min: 49m Max: 57m

Project creators

Name of Organisation PCA West

Project brief originator CgMs Consultants Ltd

Project design originator CgMs Consultants Ltd

Project director/manager Paul McCulloch

Project supervisor Jon Kaines

Project archives

Physical Archive recipient Hampshire Cultural Trust

Physical Archive ID BGBH15

Physical Contents "Ceramics"

Digital Archive recipient Hampshire Cultural Trust

Digital Archive ID BGBH15

Digital Contents "Ceramics"

Digital Media available "Database","Images
photography","Spreadsheets","Survey","Text"

raster

digital
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Paper Archive recipient Hampshire Cultural Trust

Paper Archive ID BGBH15

Paper Contents "Ceramics"

Paper Media available "Context sheet","Diary","Drawing","Photograph”,"Report"

Entered by Jon Kaines (jkaines@pre-construct.com)

Entered on 11 February 2016
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Figure 1
Site Location
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Figure 2
Trench Location
1:4,000 at A4
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Figure 3
All Features Plan
1:2,000 at A4
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Trench 18 - Plan, Section and Photograph

Plan 1:100 and Section 1:25 at A4



service

V e
/A excavated slot \\\ ) //
1:100 d
0 : 5m
SE NW
24.19m OD 24.19m OD
[2206]
ditch [2205]
Section 41
Trench 22
Northeast Facing
0 1:25 im

© Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd 2016
22/02/16 JS Figure 5

Trench 22 - Plan, Section and Photograph
Plan 1:100 and Section 1:25 at A4



' Trench 31
" S30
1
,‘ ,’ ditch [3106]
Il 1
| |
VA excavated slot ,’ ,’
1:100 5m — ]
SwW NE
21.99m OD 21.99m OD
linear cut [3106]
) possible over cut
Section 30
Trench 31
Southeast Facing
o 1:25 im

Figure 6

Trench 31 - Plan, Section and Photograph

© Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd 2016
Plan 1:100 and Section 1:25 at A4

22/02/16  JS



ditch [3205]

'\

| Ys46

o

\. \. SE NW

\n\ \,Trench 32 21.75m OD 21.75m OD
\‘\

‘\ ditch [3205]

\ Section 46

\ Trench 32

\. Northeast Facing

\

‘.
‘.
‘.
‘.
\.
‘.
\.
\.
‘.
\.
\.
‘.
\.

VA excavated slot

0 1:200

10m

© Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd 2016
22/02/16  JS

Figure 7
Trench 32 - Plan, Section and Photograph
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