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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The following report details the results of an archaeological watching brief within The 

Crypt, St Paul’s Cathedral, City of London, EC4 (site code PCC 16). Pre-Construct 

Archaeology Limited was commissioned by John Schofield, Cathedral Archaeologist, 

on behalf of the Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral, to undertake the 

aforementioned archaeological watching brief. The original proposal, as detailed in 

the Written Scheme of Investigation (Hawkins 2015), consisted of groundworks 

associated with the improvement of the toilet facilities. In practise this consisted of the 

archaeological monitoring of five trenches within the toilet area to install new drainage 

and also connect to existing drainage (Figure 2), the results of which are detailed 

below. The work was carried out on 17th and 18th March 2016. 

1.2 The archaeological watching brief recorded no archaeological features, deposits or 

artefacts, encountering exclusively modern deposits. Within Trench 3 however, a 

considerable assemblage of disarticulated human bone was recovered from the 

backfill of a service trench previously excavated in 1994. This assemblage 

represented the quantified remains recovered during an earlier phase of 

archaeological work in the crypt and thereafter reburied. A reference to this reburial 

can be found within the report for the associated watching brief (Thomas 1995, 67). A 

Desk-Based Assessment for the Crypt area (Schofield 2015) illustrates the location of 

the previously undertaken archaeological watching brief in 1994 to be predominantly 

in the locations of the watching brief trenches monitored during this work, accounting 

for the exclusively modern deposits encountered.    
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2 TRENCH SUMMARY 

2.1 Trench locations are shown in Figure 3. 

2.2 Trench 1 

2.2.1 Trench 1 recorded modern made ground at 0.68m below ground level, 12.77m OD, 

located next to previous drainage pipes and a man hole. This deposit was sealed by 

the modern concrete representing the Crypt floor.   

2.3 Trench 2 

2.3.1 Trench 2 only recorded a modern pipe, located at approximately 0.75m below ground 

level, 12.70m OD, sealed by the modern concrete of the Crypt floor.  

2.4 Trench 3 

2.4.1 Trench 3 recorded a modern pipe, set in concrete, running throughout the trench c. 

0.75m below ground level, 12.70m OD. Backfilled upon this modern service was a 

deposit of mixed clay silt and a loose gravel. Both deposits represent the re-

deposition of material previously excavated during the archaeological watching brief 

undertaken in 1994. Within the gravel was recovered the aforementioned assemblage 

of disarticulated human bone which had been first excavated in 1994 and 

subsequently quantified and re-buried.  

2.5 Trench 4 

2.5.1 Trench 4 recorded a modern pipe, located at c. 0.50m below ground level, 12.95m 

OD, sealed by the modern concrete of the Crypt floor.  

2.6 Trench 5 

2.6.1 Trench 5 recorded modern concrete and stone rubble to 0.50m below ground level, 

12.95m OD, sealed by the concrete of the Crypt floor.   
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3 CONCLUSIONS 

3.1 The archaeological watching brief was carried out wholly within areas previously 

excavated for service runs in 1994. The original service runs were subject to 

archaeological monitoring at the time. 

3.2 Human remains encountered during the current watching brief were those previously 

reburied in the drainage run. No other undisturbed archaeological remains or features 

were seen during the current watching brief.  

3.3 The human remain will be reburied in a location to be confirmed by the Dean and 

Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral.  
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5 PLATES 

 
Plate 1: Trench 1 facing northwest, 0.5m scale 

 
Plate 2: Trench 2 facing east 
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Plate 3: Trench 3 facing west, 0.5m scale 
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Plate 4: Trench 4 facing east 
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Plate 5: Trench 5 facing northeast 
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