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ABSTRACT

This report describes the results of an evaluation carried out by Pre-Construct
Archaeology on land between 7 Station Road and Cedar Court, Soham,
Cambridgeshire (NGR TL 5927 7337) on the 6" May 2016. The archaeological work
was commissioned by Peter Audus in response to a planning condition attached to
the construction of two residential dwellings with associated access and landscaping.
The aim of the work was to characterise the archaeological potential of the proposed

development area.

The principal result of the evaluation was the discovery of an 18h-19t% century brick

lined well which had been sealed by over 1m of dumped soil and made ground.
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1

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

INTRODUCTION

An archaeological trial trench evaluation was undertaken by Pre-Construct
Archaeology Ltd (PCA) on land between 7 Station Road and Cedar Court,
Soham, Cambridgeshire (centred on Ordnance Survey National Grid
Reference (NGR) TL 5927 7337) on the 6" May 2016 (Figure 1).

The archaeological work was commissioned by Peter Audus in response to
an archaeological planning condition attached to the construction of two new
residential dwellings, with associated access, car-parking and landscaping
(Planning Reference 15/01475/FUL).

The evaluation was carried out in accordance with a Written Scheme of
Investigation (WSI) prepared by Taleyna Fletcher of PCA (Fletcher 2016) in
response to a Brief for archaeological evaluation issued by Gemma Stewart
(Stewart 2016) of Cambridgeshire County Council Historic Environment
Team (CCC HET).

The aim of the evaluation was to determine the location, date, extent,
character, condition and quality of any archaeological remains on the site, to
assess the significance of any such remains in a local, regional, or national
context, as appropriate, and to assess the potential impact of the

development proposals on the site’s archaeology.
A total of one 10m trench was excavated and recorded.

This report describes the results of the evaluation and aims to inform the
design of an appropriate archaeological mitigation strategy. The site archive

will be deposited at Cambridgeshire County Council Archaeology Store.
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2 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY

21 Geology

2.1.1  The underlying geology of the site is Chalk of the West Melbury Marly Chalk
Formation (British Geological Survey; Website 1). Sedimentary bedrock
formed approximately 94 to 100 million years ago in the Cretaceous Period

when the local environment was dominated by warm chalk seas.
2.1.2 No superficial deposits are recorded for this area.

2.2 Topography
2.21 The site lies at around 9m above Ordnance Datum (AQOD).
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3

3.1
3.11

3.1.2

3.1.3

3.1.4

3.1.5

3.1.6

ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

General

The following archaeological background is taken from the WSI (Fletcher
2016) which was compiled from a search of the Cambridgeshire HER which
accompanied the Brief.

Archaeological investigations undertaken at 38 Station Road have revealed
evidence of Saxo-Norman occupation evidence (Historic Environment
Record reference MCB14110 / CHER 11985). Four possible beam slots and
a further possible foundation trench were discovered during an evaluation
prior to the construction of four new houses. The accompanying pottery
suggests a date between the 10th and 12th c. AD. The orientation of the
features discovered fits in with the alignment of Saxo-Norman features
encountered during previous evaluations. In addition a couple of possible
prehistoric or Roman ditch features were discovered.

Saxo-Norman structures were also identified to the north at 9-13 Pratt Street
(MCB14041 / CHER11932). In three ftrial trenches (totalling 55m) linear and
curvilinear ditches, pits and postholes were identified. Although finds were
limited, because of the level of the water table, pottery recovered suggests a
date between the 10th and 12th c. A.D. In addition late 19th or 20th c.

rubbish pits were found.

To the south is 12th century Saint Andrew's Church (MCB8591) as well as
Saxon burial ground (MCB8592).

To the south east at the former Church Hall site on the High Street,
archaeological investigations have revealed evidence of Iron Age and
Roman settlement comprising a possible high status, late Iron Age to early
Roman period settlement (MCB18184). This was represented by a ditched
enclosure, with some evidence for associated structures. The same site also
contained significant evidence for Saxon and medieval settlement
(MCB18185).

There are a number of listed buildings within close proximity to the site,
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mostly located on Pratt Street and Churchgate Street to the east. The
closest located building to the site is the Vicarage, a Grade Il Listed 19t
century house on Churchgate St (DCB914) and its associated coach house
and stables (DCB690).
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4

4.1
4.1.1

41.2

413

41.4

4.1.5

4.2
4.2.1

4.2.2

METHODOLOGY

Excavation and Sampling

The Written Scheme of Investigation for the evaluation proposed the
excavation of one 10m trench, positioned across the footprint of the
proposed buildings (Figure 2).

Ground reduction was carried out under archaeological supervision using a
JCB excavator fitted with a 1.8m-wide toothless ditching bucket. The trench
was machine excavated to a depth of 1.1m, 19%(?) century made ground
was still present. An open brick lined well was revealed and no further

excavation occurred.

Overburden deposits were set aside beside each trench and examined

visually and with a metal-detector for finds retrieval.

Metal-detecting was carried out during the stripping and throughout the
excavation process. The trench and spoilheaps were scanned by metal-

detector as they were encountered/ created.

Field excavation techniques and recording methods are detailed in the PCA
Fieldwork Induction Manual (Operations Manual |I) by Joanna Taylor and
Gary Brown (2009).

Recording Methodology

The limits of excavations, heights above Ordnance Datum (m OD) and the
locations of archaeological features and interventions were recorded using a
Leica 1200 GPS rover unit with RTK differential correction, giving three-

dimensional accuracy of 20mm or better.

Deposits or the removal of deposits judged by the excavating archaeologist
to constitute individual events were each assigned a unique record number
(often referred to within British archaeology as ‘context numbers’) and
recorded on individual pre-printed forms (Taylor and Brown 2009).
Archaeological processes recognised by the deposition of material are

signified in this report by round brackets (thus), while events constituting the
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removal of deposits are referred to here as ‘cuts’ and signified by square
brackets [thus]. The record numbers assigned to cuts and deposits are
entirely arbitrary and in no way reflect the chronological order in which
events took place. All features and deposits recorded during the evaluation

are listed in Appendix 2.

4.2.3 High-resolution digital photographs were taken at all stages of the evaluation

process.
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5 ARCHAEOLOGICAL SEQUENCE

5.1 Trench 1

5.1.1  Trench 1 contained an 18"-19t century brick well.

TRENCH 1 Figure 2 Plates 1-4
Trench Alignment: NW-SE Length: 10m Max Machine Depth (m OD): 1.1m
Deposit Context No. Average Depth (m)
NW End
Made ground — modern (100) 0.19m
Made ground — bricks (101) 0.19-0.25m
Made ground — soil (102) 0.25-1m+
Summary
Trench 1 contained an 18"-19t century brick well sealed by a dump of soil.

PCA Report Number: R12485 Page 10 of 22



Land between 7 Station Road and Cedar Court, Soham, Cambridgeshire: An Archaeological
Evaluation
© Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited, May 2016

6 DISCUSSION & CONCLUSIONS

6.1.1  One trench was excavated within the footprint of the proposed development.
Post-19t™" century made ground was still present at a depth of 1.1m, sealing
an 18"-19™ century brick built well. No further excavation of this trench was
undertaken. The houses on the north side of Station Road date from a
similar period in Soham’s expansion and the well was likely related to the

occupation of Station Road during the 19t century.

6.1.2 The results are of local importance.
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9 APPENDIX 1: PLATES

Plate 1: Trench 1, view south-east
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10 APPENDIX 2: CONTEXT INDEX

Context Cut Type Category Interpretation Trench Number
100 N/A Layer Made ground | Modern made ground 1
101 N/A Layer Made ground | Modern brick layer 1
102 N/A Layer Made ground | Post-19t century soil dump | 1
103 N/A Structure Well 18th-19th century well 1
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