PART OF RPS

ARCHAEOLOGICAL
EXCAVATION POST
EXCAVATION ASSESSMENT

Land to the South of
Thurmans Lane
Trimley St Mary
Suffolk

Site Code: TYY 068

Event Number: ESF 24151
Planning Application:
DC/16/1107/FUL

October 2017




Land South of Thurmans Lane, Trimley St Mary, Suffolk: Archaeological Excavation. Post-Excavation
Assessment. ©Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited, May 2017

CONTENTS
L1 1\ I VN 1 TP 2
F Y N I 3 PP 5
1 INTRODUCTION ...ttt e e e e e e en e e e e e e e e rnnnrneeeeeees 6
2 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY ..ottt 9
3  ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND .....ccoiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee e 10
4 METHODOLOGY ...coiitiiiiieiiieetttaa ettt e e e e et e e s e e e e e e e nnnrn e an e e e e e e ennnnes 13
5 QUANTIFICATION OF ARCHIVE ......uiiiiiii e 16
6 ARCHAEOLOGICAL SEQUENCE ......ccii it 18
T THE FINDS ...ttt e e ettt e bbb e e e e et e e n b e e e e e eeees 89
8 DISCUSSION ..ottt e e et e e et e e e e e e e e e rnb e e e e e e 122
9 UPDATED PROJECT DESIGN....cottiiiiiiei et 129
10 PUBLICATION PROPOSAL.....cii ettt e e e e 137
11 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ...ttt ettt e e e e e e e e e nneea s 138
12 BIBLIOGRAPHY oot 139
13 APPENDIX 1: PLATES ...ttt ettt e e e e e e nnne s 157
14 APPENDIX 2: CONTEXT INDEX ....ooiiiiiiiii it 167
15 APPENDIX 3: FLINT CATALOGUE ...ttt 211
16 APPENDIX 4: POST ROMAN POTTERY CATALOGUE........cccccooiiiiiiiiiii e 228
17 APPENDIX 5: CERAMIC BUILDING MATERIAL CATALOGUE ........cccooviiiviiiiiiiinn. 269
18 APPENDIX 6: WORKED STONE CATALOGUE ........cooviiiiiieeiiiee e 272
19 APPENDIX 7: SLAG CATALOGUE.......cooiiiiiiiii e 275
20 APPENDIX 8: CLAY TOBACCO PIPE CATALOGUE ......coooiiiiiiieeeeeeeeen e 278
21 APPENDIX 9: CHARRED PLANT MACROFOSSILS AND OTHER REMAINS........... 279
22 APPENDIX 10: SHELL CATALOGUE........oi it 311
23 APPENDIX 11: SMALL FINDS CATALOGUE .......ccutiiiiiiieiiiiiiii e 312
24 APPENDIX 12: WRITTEN SCHEME OF INVESTIGATION........ucoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 333
24 APPENDIX 13: OASIS FORM. .. .ottt 354
FIGURE 1 SITE LOCATION ...ttt e e e e e ee et e e e e e eeennes 146
FIGURE 2 TRENCH LOCATION. ....uuiit ettt ettt e e e eesn e e e e e eeennes 147
FIGURE 3 PREHISTORIC PHASE PLAN ....cooitiii e 148
FIGURE 4A MEDIEVAL BOUNDARIES PHASE PLAN........ooiiiiiiiiii e 149
FIGURE 4B MEDIEVAL PHASE PLAN OF NW QUADRANT ....coiviiiiiiieeeieeei e 150
FIGURE 4C MEDIEVAL PHASE PLAN OF NE QUADRANT (ENCLOSURES 11-13)....... 151
FIGURE 4D MEDIEVAL PHASE PLAN OF NE QUADRANT (ENCLOSURES 14-16)....... 152

PCA Report Number: R12868 Page 2 of 366



Land South of Thurmans Lane, Trimley St Mary, Suffolk: Archaeological Excavation. Post-Excavation
Assessment. ©Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited, May 2017

FIGURE 4E MEDIEVAL PHASE PLAN OF SE QUADRANT ......ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeee 153
FIGURE 5 POST MEDIEVAL PHASE PLAN.......coitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeesenenannes 154
FIGURE 6 UNDATED FEATURES .......oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 155
FIGURE 7 1839 TITHE MAP WITH MEDIEVAL BOUNDARIES ... 156

TABLE 1: QUANTIFICATION OF LITHIC MATERIAL FROM THURMANS LANE .. 90

TABLE 2: PREHISTORIC POTTERY QUANTIFICATION BY CONTEXT................ 98
TABLE 3: PREHISTORIC POTTERY FABRIC SERIES ... 100
TABLE 4: POTTERY QUANTIFICATION BY FABRIC. .....ccooiiiiiiiiiiie 101
TABLE 5: WARE TYPES IDENTIFIED.......cuuiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 104
TABLE 6: CBM IDENTIFIED ....ouiiiiiiiiie e 110
TABLE 8: BRONZE AGE TAXA BY CONTEXT ..o, 112
TABLE 9: MEDIEVAL TAXA BY CONTEXT ..ot 113
TABLE 10: POST MEDIEVAL TAXA BY CONTEXT ..coviiiiiiiiieiiiiieiiiee e 114
TABLE 11: EARLY NEOLITHIC TAXA BY SAMPLE AND CONTEXT ........ccccvvnee. 114
TABLE 12: MEDIEVAL TAXA BY SAMPLE AND CONTEXT ......cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiies 114
TABLE 13: POST-MEDIEVAL TAXA BY SAMPLE AND CONTEXT........cccovvivinnee 115
PLATE 1: MOUNDED OVEN, MID EXCAVATION, VIEW EAST ..., 157
PLATE 2: MOUNDED OVEN, MID EXCAVATION, VIEW WEST ........cccccvviiiinnnn. 157
PLATE 3: MOUNDED OVEN, VIEW SOUTH........ouiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee 158
PLATE 4: MOUNDED OVEN, POST EXCAVATION VIEW SOUTH............ccccun.... 158
PLATE 5: COMPLETE HOLLESLEY-TYPE WARE JUG, WELL [709] .................. 159
PLATE 6: WELL [709] MID EXCAVATION OF JUG, VIEW SOUTHEAST............. 159
PLATE 7: COMPLETE HOLLESLEY-TYPE WARE JUG, POST EXCAVATION ... 160
PLATE 8: DITCH 41 AND POSTHOLES [645]-[651], VIEW SOUTH..................... 161
PLATE 9: WELL [685] MID EXCAVATION, VIEW NORTHWEST .......ccccceevvinnnnen 161
PLATE 10: BRONZE AGE TRACKWAY, DITCH 2, VIEW SOUTHEAST .............. 162
PLATE 11: BARN STRUCTURE, MID EXCAVATION, VIEW SOUTH................... 162
PLATE 13: NEOLITHIC PIT GROUP 2, VIEW EAST ...t 163
PLATE 14: NEOLITHIC PIT [1465], VIEW EAST ... 164
PLATE 15: WORKING SHOT, WELL GROUP 1, VIEW SOUTH .........ccccvvviiiinnnnn. 164
PLATE 16: WORKING SHOT, DITCH 33, VIEW WEST ......coovviiiiiiiieiieiiiini, 165

PCA Report Number: R12868 Page 3 of 366



Land South of Thurmans Lane, Trimley St Mary, Suffolk: Archaeological Excavation. Post-Excavation
Assessment. ©Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited, May 2017

PLATE 17: MID EXCAVATION, TRACKWAY 1 (DITCH 2) AND MIDDEN 1 (NEXT

TO WHEELBARROW), VIEW EAST ..ottt 166
PLATE 18: POST EXCAVATION SHOT OF THIMBLE FOUND IN MIDDEN 1. .... 166

PCA Report Number: R12868 Page 4 of 366



Land South of Thurmans Lane, Trimley St Mary, Suffolk: Archaeological Excavation. Post-Excavation
Assessment. ©Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited, May 2017

ABSTRACT

This report describes the results of archaeological excavation carried out by Pre-
Construct Archaeology on land south of Thurmans Lane, Trimley St Mary, Suffolk,
IP11 0SS (centred on NGR TM 2789 3687) between 21st June and 30th September
2016. The archaeological work was commissioned by CgMs Consulting on behalf of
Bloor Homes Ltd, in response to a planning condition attached to the construction of
90 new homes with associated access roads, services and landscaping. The aim of
the work was to preserve by record any archaeological remains which would be
damaged or destroyed by the new development.

The excavation identified a range of remains dating from the Neolithic, Bronze Age
and medieval periods. The earliest archaeological evidence consisted of a cluster of
Early Neolithic pits containing what appear to be specially selected deposits of flint-
knapping waste and burnt flint accompanied by a diverse range of plant species
dominated by goosefoot, thought to be a food source at this time. By the later
Bronze Age, a track or droveway defined by two parallel ditches crossed the site. A
number of small pits to the north and south of the trackway were also dated to this
period, while ditches on perpendicular alignments are evidence for a coaxial field
system or two similar-sized rectilinear enclosures on either side of the track. The
excavation also revealed part of a medieval (predominantly 12th- to 14th-century)
and later farmstead, probably a predecessor of the adjacent Mill Farm. The pottery
from this period included high status imported wares and the range and type of
vessels present clearly identify the farm as a successful dairy. A system of
rectilinear ditches was recorded, which divided up this part of the landscape into a
series of small infield enclosures close to the presumed core of the farmstead and
larger fields further away from it. The infield, located on the high ground to the north
of the site, included a post-built barn, posthole alignments that may have formed
stock pens and drafting races, an oven or other industrial feature of unusual design,
a number of wells, one of which contained a complete Hollesley Ware jug, and the
remnants of a rubbish heap or midden, the latter preserved in a slight dip in the

ground.
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1

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

INTRODUCTION

An archaeological excavation was undertaken by Pre-Construct Archaeology
Ltd (PCA) on land south of Thurmans Lane, Trimley St Mary, Suffolk, IP11
0SS (centred on Ordnance Survey National Grid Reference (NGR) TM 2789
3687) between 21st June and 30th September 2016 (Figure 1).

The site is located just northwest of the outskirts of Felixstowe, 3.35km from
the town centre and c. 400m south-west of the A14. Trimley St Mary itself is
centred along the High Street, c.640m to the southeast. The site is bounded
to the north by Thurmans Lane, to the west by a large open field and part of
a residential area known as 'The Josselyns', and to the south and east by a
series of residential gardens, with the High Street just beyond. It has an
overall area of approximately 2.9ha and occupies arable agricultural land.

The archaeological work was commissioned by CgMs Consulting on behalf
of Bloor Homes Ltd, in response to an archaeological planning condition
attached to the construction of 90 new homes with associated access roads,
services and landscaping (Planning Reference DC/16/1107/FUL).

A trial trench evaluation of the site, carried out by Pre-Construct Archaeology
Ltd in July 2015, revealed an area of settlement dating to the medieval
period, located to the northeast area of the site. Settlement features included
ditches, pits and possible postholes. Further discoveries on the site included
two or more phases of field system, one possibly prehistoric (Middle to Late
Bronze Age?) and one Post Medieval, although finds with which to date the
ditches were limited (House 2016).

The excavation was carried out in accordance with a Written Scheme of
Investigation (WSI) prepared by Mary-Anne Slater of PCA (Slater 2016),
which conformed to the SCCAS/CT Requirements for Archaeological

Excavation:

1. No development shall take place within the area indicated [the whole site]
until the implementation of a programme of archaeological work has been

secured, in accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation which has
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1.6

been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority.

The scheme of investigation shall include an assessment of significance and

research questions; and

a. The programme and methodology of site investigation and recording

b. The programme for post-investigation assessment

c. Provision to be made for analysis of the site investigation and recording

d. Provision to be made for publication and dissemination of the analysis and

records of the site investigation

e. Provision to be made for archive deposition of the analysis and records of

the site investigation

f. Nomination of a competent person or persons/ organisation to undertake
the works set out within the Written Scheme of Investigation

g. The site investigation shall be completed prior to development, or in such
other phased arrangement, as agreed and approved in writing by the Local

Planning Authority.

2. No building shall be occupied until the site investigation and post-
investigation assessment has been completed, submitted to and approved in
writing by the Local Planning Authority, in accordance with the programme
set out in the Written Scheme of Investigation approved under Condition 1
and the provision made for analysis, publication and dissemination of results

and archive deposition.

Following discussion between the developer's archaeological consultant
(CgMs Consulting) and the SCCAS Archaeological Officer, it was agreed

that the area of excavation would be divided into four quads.

PCA Report Number: R12868 Page 7 of 366



Land South of Thurmans Lane, Trimley St Mary, Suffolk: Archaeological Excavation. Post-Excavation
Assessment. ©Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited, May 2017

1.7

1.8

The main aims of the excavation were to ‘preserve by record any
archaeological remains present in those areas of the site which would be
affected by groundworks associated with the new development, to assess
the significance of those remains in a local, regional or national research
context, as appropriate, to realise the site’s research potential through a
programme of post-excavation analysis and research, and to disseminate

the results of the project through publication.

This Post-Excavation Assessment (PXA) describes the results of the
excavation and their significance, presents questions and methods for
further analysis and research during the post-excavation phase of the
project, and provides a proposal for dissemination of the project results
through publication in Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute of Archaeology
and History ('PSIAH"). Following completion of the project, the site archive

will be deposited at Suffolk County Council Archaeology Store.
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2

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY

The underlying geology of the site comprises Red Crag Formation, overlain
by superficial deposits of Kesgrave Catchment Subgroup, Sand and Gravel
(BGS; Website 1).

The Kesgrave Catchment Subgroup, sand and gravel (402) was present in
the excavation area at depths between c. 0.3m and 0.88m below present
ground level, generally becoming more deeply buried to the south-east,
downslope. The natural geology was overlain by a sub-soil (401), and an

interface layer (1065) between the natural geology and the subsoil.

The site is on roughly level land at a height of 24m above Ordnance Datum
(AOD). The surface of the natural geology was recorded at elevations
ranging from 24.8m OD to the northwest of the site to 23.05m OD in the
southeast, a fall of just under 1m. This slight fall in height is significant and
informs the position of both the Bronze Age droveway and medieval infield
which sit on the higher ground on the northern part of the site. It is highly
probable that the lower lying ground to the south consisted of poorly drained
swamp and lush pasture that would have proven unsuitable for arable

cultivation.

No bodies of water or water courses are present within, or in immediate
proximity, to the site. However, the River Orwell lies 2.65km west of the site,
the sea lies 3.63km to the south-east and the Kings Fleet is located 2.67km

to the east.

The site has an overall area of approximately 2.9ha. At the time of the
excavation, the site was arable farmland, mainly used for growing root

vegetable crops.
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3

3.1

3.2
3.2.1

3.2.2

3.2.3

3.3
3.3.1

3.3.2

ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

The archaeological background detailed below has been taken from a desk-
based assessment of the site’s archaeological potential was compiled by
Chris Clarke of CgMs in 2015 (Clarke 2015) and from the evaluation report
of the site (House 2016).

Prehistoric

During the prehistoric period the landscape probably comprised of a mix of
woodland, pasture and cultivated farmland, punctuated by small settlements
with ritual areas containing burial and ceremonial monuments. No finds or
features earlier than the Neolithic period are recorded within a 1km radius of
the site, and the only Neolithic find was a polished flint axehead, found at 6
Sioux Close, ¢.200m north of the site (MSF20374).

Archaeological evidence of ritual areas within the vicinity of the site is
represented by a Bronze Age ring ditch located ¢.200m to the east of the site
boundary (MSF8136).

Air photograph analysis by the National Mapping Programme (NMP) has
identified numerous prehistoric settlement and field systems are located to
the north, east and west of the proposed development site (MSF27386;
MSF27379; MSF8137; MSF8138; MXS22469; MSF26868; ESF21997),
including an Iron Age ditched track way c.1lkm north of the proposed
development site (MXS22462).

Roman

A coaxial field system and trackways c.1km north-west of the site have been
given a possible date range that extends into the Roman period
(MSX22469).

No records dated to the Roman period are recorded within the study site.
Finds from the wider study area primarily comprise pottery scatters occurring
at a distance of 200m or more from the site (MSF16757; MSF22390). Other
artefactual finds comprise coinage (MSF8104; MSF17500), a disc brooch
(MSF17500), and a large fragment of a tegula roof tile (MSF16757)
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3.4
3.4.1

3.5
3.5.1

3.5.2

3.6
3.6.1

3.6.2

3.6.3

3.7
3.7.1

distributed widely around the study area.

Anglo-Saxon
There is little to no archaeological evidence of Anglo-Saxon/Early Medieval
activity near to the study site. The only evidence recorded consists of pottery
fragments found during pipeline monitoring ¢.800m to the north of the site
(MSF17506).

Medieval

Trimley is recorded as 'Tremlega’ in the 1086 Domesday Survey (Open
Domesday, 2015). The study site lies immediately to the west of the historic
core of Trimley (MSF25751), with the SHER indicating that the nominated

boundary partially extends into the northwest part of the site.

Finds of medieval date recorded within the vicinity of the study site include
medieval pottery scatters (MSF16758; MSF16759; MSF16760; MSF8130;
MSF8141; MSF8132; MXS19876), and millstone (MSF8135). Earlier
buildings at Mill Farm to the east (demolished after a fire) are given a
recorded date of the early 16th century AD. These buildings were used as a
workshop, or possible dairy (MSF12440, British Listed Buildings 2015).

Post-Medieval

The site is located within 18th century AD and later land enclosure. This land
is likely to have been former common arable land or heathland (Suffolk CC
Historic Landscape Characterisation, 2008).

Hodskinson's map of 1787 shows the site as open land on the eastern edge

of Trimley St Mary and St Martin.

The Trimley Tithe map of 1839 (Fig 6) and associated Apportionment
records the site as comprising of a single arable field. The layout of the site
remains unaltered between 1881 and 2011, and remains consistent with the

current layout of the site (Fig 1).

Modern

The anti-aircraft site at Searson's Farm is located ¢.700m to the south of the
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3.8

3.9

3.10

3.11

3.12

site and has been designated as a Scheduled Monument (1420538). The
anti-aircraft battery was original constructed during World War II, but
continued to be in operation through into the Cold War period. It is one of the
best preserved examples of this type of military complex which experienced
extended operational use. The anti-aircraft battery would have been
designed to be located within a semi-urbanised landscape, with the purpose
of drawing minimal attention to its location for the purposes of security, and
such the setting of such a monument would be limited to the area in its

immediate proximity.

The site was subject to a trial trench evaluation, carried out by Pre-Construct
Archaeology Ltd (PCA) in July 2015 (House 2015). A total of 18 linear trial
trenches (totalling 805m) were excavated, revealing features in each trench,

comprising ditches, pits and possible structures.

The variable alignment of the multiple ditches indicated that there could be a
prehistoric phase, possibly a Middle-Late Bronze Age field system also

surviving across the site.

A few sherds of residual Roman pottery indicated the potential for Roman
activity in the vicinity although no features were definitively dated to this

period.

Pottery from the features indicated a predominantly medieval date, with
more intensive, settlement-related features located to the northeast of the
evaluated area and later post-medieval ditches aligned southwest to

northeast located to the west side of the field.

A large assembly of medieval pottery was recovered from the ploughsoil in
Trench 3. A total of 34 large and unabraded sherds of medieval pot
representing a near-complete vessel were recovered from a localised spot,
indicating this part of the development area is unlikely to have been

ploughed until very recently.
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4

4.1
41.1

4.1.2

4.2
42.1

4.2.2

4.3
43.1

METHODOLOGY

General (Figure 2)

The excavation area (c. 2.9ha) covered the entire development site, an
agricultural field roughly rectangular in plan, with a slight indent to the south.
The site was to be excavated in quadrants, starting with Quad 1 in the
southeast corner of the site, before focussing on the two quads to the north,
along Thurmans Lane (Quads 2 and 3); Quad 4 was in the southwest corner
of the field. In practice, the area had to be reduced to the north in order to
allow space for cabins and turning space for cars and plant, and an area was
left unexcavated to the centre of the site, where a large spoil heap had

accumulated.

After a site meeting, Quad 4, to the southwest corner of the site was signed
off without excavation. The decision was made based on the fact that the
concentration of activity had been shown to be focussed on other quadrants
and did not appear to be extending into this area. The excavation across the
rest of the site had given a good sample of the expected field systems in this
area, so whilst of interest, on balance this area was excluded.

Excavation Methodology

Ground reduction during the excavation was carried out under
archaeological supervision using a 21-ton 360° tracked mechanical
excavator fitted with a 2m-wide toothless ditching bucket. Topsoil deposits
were removed in spits down to the level of the undisturbed natural geological
deposits where potential archaeological features could be observed and
recorded. No features or deposits of archaeological interest survived above
the level of the natural geology.

Exposed surfaces were cleaned by trowel and sand-hoe as appropriate and

all further excavation was undertaken manually using hand tools.

Recording and Finds Recovery
The limits of excavations, heights above Ordnance Datum (m OD) and the
locations of archaeological features and interventions were recorded using a

Leica 1200 GPS rover unit with RTK differential correction, giving three-
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4.3.2

4.3.3

4.3.4

4.4
44.1

dimensional accuracy of 20mm or better. A contour survey was also
undertaken, with spot heights taken at regular intervals (c. 5m spacing)

across the excavation area using GPS.

Deposits or the removal of deposits judged by the excavating archaeologist
to constitute individual events were each assigned a unique record number
(often referred to within British archaeology as ‘context numbers’) and
recorded on pre-printed forms (Taylor and Brown 2009). Archaeological
processes recognised by the deposition of material are signified in this report
by round brackets (thus), while events constituting the removal of deposits
are referred to here as ‘cuts’ and signified by square brackets [thus]. Where
more than one slot was excavated through an individual feature, each
intervention was assigned additional numbers for the cutting event and for
the deposits it contained (these deposits within cut features being referred to
here as *ills’). Multiple sections excavated across a single feature were later
grouped together by unique ‘group numbers’, signified here by capitals: e.g.
DITCH 1. The record numbers assigned to cuts, deposits and groups are
entirely arbitrary and in no way reflect the chronological order in which
events took place. All features and deposits excavated during the
excavation are listed in Appendix 2. Artefacts recovered during excavation
were assigned to the record number of the deposit from which they were

retrieved.

Metal-detecting was carried out during the topsoil stripping and throughout
the excavation process. Archaeological features and spoil heaps were
scanned by metal-detector periodically. Only objects of modern date were

found and were not retained for accession.

High-resolution digital photographs were taken of all relevant features and
deposits, and were used to keep a record of the excavation process. In

addition, monochrome photographs were taken of significant features.

Sampling Strategy
Discrete features were 100% excavated, having first been half-sectioned,

photographed and recorded by a cross-section scaled drawing at an
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4.4.2

4.5
45.1

appropriate scale (either 1:10 or 1:20). Some features found to be modern
or of natural origin (e.g. the result of tree rooting or frost-cracking) were only

half-sectioned.

Where the stratigraphic relationship between features could not be discerned
in plan, relationship slots were also excavated and these were recorded as
part of the GPS survey and noted on the relevant record sheets. Excavation
also focused on ditch terminals as these are known to have often been focal
points for deliberate deposits of artefacts, particularly on prehistoric sites.

Environmental Sampling

A total of 83 bulk samples (normally 40 litres in volume unless insufficient
material was available due to the size of the feature) were taken to extract
and identify micro- and macro-botanical remains. The aim of this sampling
was to investigate the past environment and economy of the site, and
particularly to identify any evidence relating to the nature of the agricultural
regime(s) in which the field system(s) operated. An additional aim of the
sampling was to recover small objects that are not readily recovered by
hand-collection, such as hammer-scale and other metalworking debris,
which might potentially be present in the fire pits (see below). These
samples were taken from sealed deposits. In order to assess any spatial or
functional patterning in the deposition/ presence of plant remains, a range of
different feature types (ditches, pits and natural features), distributed across

the excavation area, were sampled.
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5

5.1

5.2

5.3

QUANTIFICATION OF ARCHIVE

Paper Archive

Type Evaluation | Excavation | Total
Context register sheets 7 88 95
Context sheets 126 2060 2186
Plan registers 0 0 0
Plans at 1:50 18 0 18
Plans at 1:20 0 39 39
Plans at 1:10
Plans at 1:5 0 0 0
Section register sheets 20 22
Sections at 1:10 & 1:20 46 418 464
Trench record sheets 18 0 18
Photo register sheets 5 29 34
Small finds register sheets 1 1
Environmental register sheets | 1 5 6
Digital Archive
Type Evaluation | Excavation | Total
Digital photos 195 1435 1630
GPS survey files 1 34 35
Digital plans 1 16 17
GIS project 0 0 0
Access database 1 1 2
Physical Archive
Type Evaluation Excavation Total
Struck flint 0 306 pieces 306
343
Burnt flint 0 pieces/4.2kg 343
365 365

Stone 0 frags/15,149.5qg | frags/15,149.5¢g

182 2060 2,242
Pottery sherds/2,787g | sherds/24,259¢g | sherds/27,046¢g
Ceramic building material 2002 2006
(CBM) 4 frags/87g frags/15,4649g frags/15,551g
Clay Tobacco Pipe 0 11 frags/54.5g | 11 frags/54.5¢g

PCA Report Number: R12868
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Plaster and Mortar 0 13 frags/194g 13 frags/194g

Glass 0 14 14

Worked stone 0 2 2

Small Finds 0 96 pieces 96

Slag 0 65.59 65.5¢

Animal bone 359 pieces 239 pieces 598 pieces
258 258

Shell frags/1852.5¢g frags/1852.5¢g

Environmental bulk samples 8 83 91

Environmental bulk samples

(20 litre buckets) 11 210 221

Monolith samples 0 0 0

Other samples (specify) 0 0 0

Black and white films 0 1 1

Colour slides 0 0 0

It is estimated that the physical archive will take up 40 archive boxes.
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6

6.1
6.1.1

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SEQUENCE

Overview (Figure 4)

The excavation revealed features which can be assigned on grounds of
stratigraphy, spatial associations, and finds evidence to four chronological
periods. The earliest of these belongs to the Early Neolithic period (4000-
2300BC), which was represented by nine pits located largely towards the
centre of the site. Two of the pits [1392] and [1465] contained material
evidence of flint knapping and remnants of a hearth or fire. The second
period of activity on the site belongs to the Bronze Age period, particularly
the Late Bronze Age period (c.1000BC). This was represented by a trackway
which crossed the site on a north-west to south-east alignment with two
associated enclosures and two pits and two postholes. The majority of
natural features such as tree boles are thought to date to the prehistoric
period and are included in the earlier section of this report. No further activity
was evidenced until the early medieval period when field enclosures and
boundary ditches relating to a farmstead were established. This third
chronological period related to a medieval farmstead and was the sites most
intense period of activity. Features relating to farm activities and industry
were recorded including pits, middens, a post-built structure, a mounded
oven, wells, and possible stock enclosures. By the mid 15th century the
small enclosures and the majority of the farmstead activity had ceased and
gone out of use, and instead two former boundaries (BOUNDARY 1 and
BOUNDARY 10) were reused to create two large open fields. Rubbish
deposits and two wells on the site suggest that the farm had shifted location
and still utilised the site, however with not such intensity as during the
medieval period. The site appears to remain as part of a working farm as
shown on the 1839 Tithe Map (Fig. 7). By the 20th century the site
boundaries were as they are today and the site was still used for arable

farming until the current redevelopment for housing.
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6.2

6.2.1

6.2.2

6.2.3

The Prehistoric Period

Natural Features (listed from west to east and north to south: [416],
[596], [552], [418], [785], [431], [778], [781], [447], [435], [553], [549],
[712], [784], [920]=[973], [988], [1135], [1131], [1133], [894], [468], [458],
[548], [531], [528], [590], [591], [494], [493], [527], [543], [542], [537],
[536], [469], [474], [475], [492], [495], [506], [501], [486], [546], [490],
[491], [472], [489], [496], [518], [433], [411], [412], [407], [526], [436])
(Figure 3)

54 features recorded during the excavation were natural in origin, often with
irregular shapes in plan and profile, diffuse edges, and frequently pale/
leached sandy or silty fills which merged imperceptibly with the natural
geology. Pottery recovered from two of the fills dated to the Neolithic [407]
and Bronze Age [506]. They were all hollows resulting from the roots of trees
and underbrush. Based on the natural origin and limited number of finds in
these features, a number of other similar silty patches with irregular

appearances were planned and investigated but not recorded in detail.

Natural features were present across the excavation area, with a slight
concentration towards the south-east. The majority of the natural features
were discrete (i.e. they had no stratigraphic relationships with other
features). Where stratigraphic relationships did exist between natural
features and the medieval ditches, the natural features were earlier (e.g.
[920]=[973], [1135]), possibly indicating a phase of tree clearance.

Due to the presence of prehistoric pot and flint within the fills of the tree
throws, and that they were clearly earlier in date than the medieval
farmstead activity, the tree throws have been assigned to the prehistoric

phase plan, and thus providing an insight to the landscape of that period.
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6.3

6.3.1

6.3.2

6.3.3

6.3.4

The Neolithic Period (c4000BC- 2000BC)

Early Neolithic Pits (listed from west to east and north to south: [713],
[1450], [1392], [1484], [1465], [1366], [1368], [1370], [1375]) (Figure 3)
The northern central part of the excavation area contained nine pits dating to
the Early Neolithic period. Two of the pits were discrete; however there were
also two clear pit clusters close to each other, indicating an area of
concentrated activity (Pit cluster 1; [1392], [1484], [1465] and Pit cluster 2;
[1366], [1368], [1370], [1375]) .

Pits [1392] and [1465] contained good examples of selected and deliberately
deposited Early Neolithic flint working assemblages. The assemblages
contained elements of the entire knapping sequence, and though the
assemblages are a small proportion of a larger deposit there is a clear
indication of that knapping occurred close to the pits, producing mainly
blades. Pits [1392] and [1465] also produced a significant amount of
unworked burnt flint (0.3kg and 0.4kg respectively) reflecting a collection of
hearth residue (See Bishop, Section 7.1), contributing to the picture of
knapping around a fire or hearth close to where the pits were located.

The pottery recovered from the pits was in poor condition with very few
diagnostic sherds; Pit [1465] yielded three pottery sherds from which a form
was able to be discerned, an angular shouldered, open and smoothed
undecorated bowl known locally as Mildenhall ware (See Morgan-
Shelbourne, Section 7.2). The fabric of the pottery was typical of Suffolk,

mainly flint tempered with no decoration.

Due to the poor condition of the pottery recovered and the interesting nature
of the flint working assemblages and plant remains, particularly from Pit
[1465], Radio Carbon dating will be undertaken on charcoal recovered from

Pit Cluster 1 in order to firmly establish a date for the features.

Pit [713] was located in the northern area of the site. It was sub-circular in plan,
measuring 0.8m long, 0.6m wide and 0.2m deep, with gradual sloping sides and a
concave base. It contained a single fill (714) of light black sandy silt from which ten

sherds (126g) of Early Neolithic pottery were recovered. Sample <16> was taken
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from the fill.

Pit [1450] was located in the northern area of the site. It was sub-circular in plan,
measuring 1.04m long, 1.1m wide and 0.5m deep, with gradual sloping sides and a
concave base. It contained a single fill (1449) of light brownish-grey silty sand. A
single sherd (4g) of Early Neolithic pottery was recovered from this feature and an

environmental sample was taken <74>.

PIT CLUSTER 1 (Pits [1392], [1484], [1465])

PIT [1392] was located in the central area of the site and was situated next to PITS
[1484] and [1465]. It was sub-circular in plan, measuring 1.14m long, 1m wide and
0.34m deep, with steep sides and a flat base. It contained three fills, the primary fill
(1391) was a light blueish-grey sandy silt, three fragments (8g) of Early Neolithic
pottery and five flakes of flint, one of which was blade-like, were recovered from this
fill, and an environmental sample was taken <70>. The secondary fill (1390) was a
dark greyish-black sandy silt; one fragment (5g) of Early Neolithic pottery, and 16
flakes of flint and 13 blades were recovered from the fill. Sample <69> was taken
from the fill. The tertiary fill (1389) was a light grey silt containing five fragments
(899g) of Early Nealithic pottery and two flint blades; an environmental sample was

also taken <68>.

PIT [1484] was sub-circular in plan, measuring 0.66m long and over 0.25m wide
and 0.67m deep, with steep sides and a concave base. It contained two fills; the
uppermost (1482) was a light greyish brown sandy silt, no finds were recovered
from this fill. The primary fill (1483) was a mottled light blue grey and mid grey
sandy silt, one heavily burnt flint blade fragment was recovered from this fill.

Sample <79> was taken from this fill. The pit was truncated by PIT [1465].

PIT [1465] (Plate 14) was circular in plan, measuring 1m long and 0.98m wide and
0.37m deep, with steep sides and a flat base. It contained three fills; the uppermost
(1462) was a mid greyish brown sandy silt; ten fragments (105g) of Early Neolithic
pottery, four flint blades and 15 flakes of flint were recovered from this fill. Sample
<71> was taken from the fill. The secondary fill (1463) was a dark grey, charcoal
rich sandy silt; three sherds (75g) of Early Neolithic pottery, three flint blades and
eight flint flakes were recovered from this fill. Sample <72> was taken from the fill.
The primary fill (1464) was a mid blueish grey sandy silt, from which two sherds
(22g) of pottery, and five flakes of flint were recovered from this fill. An

environmental sample <73> revealed the fill contained a great abundance of seeds,
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6.4

6.4.1

with over 100 specimens indentified, and the bulk belonging to the genus
Chenopodium or Goosefoot. It is thought that Goosefoot was deliberately collected
or cultivated during the Prehistoric period as a possible food source (See Turner
Section 7.6). The pit truncated PIT [1484].

PIT CLUSTER 2 (Pits [1366], [1368], [1370], [1375]) (Plate 13)

PIT [1366] was located in the central area of the site. It was sub-circular in plan,
measuring 0.9m long, 0.9m wide and 0.65m deep, with steep sides and a concave
base. It contained two fills; a basal fill comprised of a mid orange brown silty sand
(1564) and an upper fill (1365) of dark greyish-brown sandy silt. No finds were
recovered from this feature. Sample <65> was taken from fill (1364). The pit was
cut by DITCH 66.

PIT [1368] was sub-circular in plan, measuring 1.3m long, 0.8m wide and 1.2m
deep, with vertical sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1367) of pale
brown sandy silt. No finds were recovered from this feature however; an

environmental sample was taken <65>. The pit was cut by DITCH 66.

PIT [1370] was sub-circular in plan, measuring 1.4m long, 0.95m wide and 0.9m
deep, with vertical sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1369) of pale
brown sandy silt. No finds were recovered from this feature. The pit was cut by
DITCH 66.

PIT [1375]) was circular in plan, measuring 2.2m long, 2.03m wide and 1m deep,
with moderate sloping sides and a concave base. It contained four fills, the
uppermost (1371) was a mid orangey-brown sandy silt, from which two fragments
(6g) of Early Neolithic pottery, intrusive late 13th to 14th century pottery and a
single flake fragment were recovered. Below this was a fill of pale greyish brown
sandy silt (1372), which in turn sealed a mid orangey-brown sandy silt fill (1372).
The primary fill (1374) was a mid orangey-brown silty sand, no further finds were

recovered from this or any of the above fills. The pit was cut by PIT [1366].
The Bronze Age Period (c2000BC- c800BC)

Late Bronze Age Trackway, Enclosures (DITCHES 1-10), Pits [550],
[1354] and Postholes [1252], [1231], [624] (Figure 3; Plates 10 & 17)

The eastern part of the excavation area contained a series of southeast-to-
northwest and southwest-to-northeast ditches which together formed two
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6.4.2

6.4.3

6.4.4

6.4.5

6.4.6

rectangular enclosures or fields with an associated trackway which crossed

the site on a northwest-to-southeast alignment.

Finds were sparse but some of the ditches belonging to this system
contained small fragments of pottery, with fabrics typical of Bronze Age
pottery traditions in Suffolk. The pottery sherds were in poor condition with
few diagnostic sherds and limited decoration, comprising mainly of fingernalil

impressions. (See Morgan-Shelbourne, Section 7.2).

The ditches all exhibited a simple sequence of infilling through natural
processes, with the limited quantities of cultural material likely reflecting the
proximity of the enclosures to contemporary settlement areas. There was a
significantly larger amount of material recovered from the trackway ditches to
the north of the site and from the ditches forming Enclosure 2, indicating that
a contemporary settlement was located to the north of the site, under or in

the fields to the north of Thurmans Lane.

The ditches in the south-eastern part of the site were mainly narrow, shallow
and heavily-truncated by ploughing; those further to the north and west were
somewhat more substantial. In several cases the ditches had a perforated
appearance, with stretches of ditch separated by short breaks. It was not
always possible to tell whether these breaks were ‘real’ entranceways or the
result of ploughing completely destroying the shallow ditches at certain
points, but the latter is likely in many cases (where breaks in ditch lines are
considered to be due to truncation, the missing sections of ditch have been

dashed-in on the phase plans; Figure 3).

The excavation was only a small window on part of this Bronze Age
landscape and it is clear from the plan of the enclosure system that it
continues, at least to the north and east (Figure 3). Cropmarks recorded in
the area around the site have shown a ring ditch to the south-east of the site,
in alignment with the trackway, indicating an association between the two

features.

ENCLOSURE 1 (DITCHES 9 and 10)

ENCLOSURE 1 was located in the south-east of the excavation area. It was
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6.4.7

rectilinear in plan, formed by two ditches on the western edge of the
enclosure and the trackway along the northern edge. The enclosure
extended beyond the southern and eastern limits of excavation and therefore
the true size of the enclosure cannot be determined, though it was over
3200m square. The enclosure was empty apart from a number of natural

tree hollows.
DITCH 9 (Slots [482], [509], [538], [592])

DITCH 9 was located in the south-east corner of the site, on a north-east to south-
west alignment, extending beyond the southern limit of excavation and petering out
over 45m to the north. The ditch was truncated centrally by DITCH 16 and by
DITCH 12 to the south. The width of the ditch was between 0.95 and 0.55m and
was around 0.25m deep with moderately sloping sides and a concave base. The
single fill recorded was a mid greyish brown silt (481), (510), (539), (593) from
which one sherd (2g) of Late Bronze Age pottery was recovered from fill (481).

Sample <11> was taken from Slot [592].
DITCH 10 (Slot [594])

DITCH 10 was a on a south-west to north-east alignment, extending 9.28m north,
beyond the southern edge of the baulk separating Quad’'s 1 and 3 and was likely a
continuation of DITCH 9. The ditch had a width of 0.8m, a depth of 0.2m and had
moderate sloping sides with a concave base, containing a fill of mid greyish brown
silt (595).

ENCLOSURE 2 (DITCHES 7 and 8)

ENCLOSURE 2 was located in the north-western part of the excavation
area. It measured over 3400m square. Its south-west corner was defined
by curvilinear DITCH 7, its north side was defined by DITCH 8 and its south
side was formed by the trackway. There were no features inside
ENCLOSURE 2, though undated DITCHES 105 and 106 are of a similar
alignment to DITCH 8 and therefore could be contemporary. Heavy modern
ploughing has truncated the west side of ENCLOSURE 2 and therefore it is
unclear whether DITCHES 7 and 8 were a continuous, adjoining ditch, or if
there was an entranceway. Finds from the fill of DITCH 8 ranged in date

from the Bronze Age to the medieval period, however the alignment of the
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6.4.8

ditch and its placing in the stratigraphic sequence of the site firmly place it in

the Bronze Age period.
DITCH 7 (Slots [1504], [1511])

DITCH 7 extended from the northern limit edge of DITCH 6 and continued on a
north-east to south-west alignment for over 16m until it was truncated by an area of
plough scarring to the north. The ditch was also centrally truncated by DITCHES 75,
110 and 61. DITCH 7 was 1.18m wide and 0.2m deep with moderate sloping sides
and a flat base. A single fill was recorded; a mid greyish brown sandy silt (1503),
(1512) from which a single (3g) Late Bronze Age pottery sherd and burnt flint were
recovered in Slot [1504]. Sample <80> was taken from Slot [1504].

DITCH 8 (Slots [862], [872], [873], [1147])

DITCH 8 was located in the north-east corner of Quad 3, on a north-west to south-
east alignment and was truncated by DITCHES 101, 112, 103, and 104 before it
extended beyond the eastern edge of limit of excavation. The width of the ditch
was around 1m and it was 0.23m deep, with moderately sloping sides and a flattish
base The single fill was a mid greyish brown silty sand (861), (871), (874), (1146)
from which a single sherd (1g) of Late Bronze Age pottery and intrusive late 13th to
14th century pottery was recovered from fill (861), and lava stone was recovered
from fill (871). Intrusive late 13th to 14th century pottery and flint were recovered
from fill (874) and a single sherd (12g) of Late Bronze Age pottery and intrusive late

13th to 14th century pottery was recovered from fill (1146).

TRACKWAY (DITCHES 1-5, POSTHOLE [624])

The Bronze Age trackway was located in the northeast part of the site, on a
northwest to southeast alignment. It was formed of two lengths of ditching
around 12m apart, which in places showed breaks and limited evidence of
recutting (i.e. DITCHES 4 and 5 and DITCHES 1 and 2). A single posthole
was recorded in the base of DITCH 6. Finds from the fill mainly dated to the
Late Bronze Age period, however there was intrusive material dating to the
medieval period and later recovered along the length of the ditches. This
was likely a result of ploughing and a continuation of natural silting in the
ditch which carried in material from medieval and post medieval activity that

occurred nearby, rather than a true reflection of the date of the ditches.
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DITCH 1 (Slots [437], [573])

DITCH 1 was on a north-west to south-east alignment, with a rounded terminus to
the south-east and extended around 12m north-west, beyond the northern limit of
excavation. The ditch truncated DITCH 2 and seemed to be a recut of the earlier
ditch, indicating maintenance of the track way. The ditch was at its widest 1.75m
wide and 0.32m deep with a rounded profile. Its basal fill was a mottled orangey
brown and light grey silty sand (579) and its upper fill was a mid greyish brown silty
sand (438), (574). A single sherd (4g) of Late Bronze Age pottery was recovered
from Slot [437].

DITCH 2 (Slots [554], [571], [586], [670], [674], [676], [819], [822], [1475], [1500],
[1510], [1543]) (Plates 10 & 17)

DITCH 2 was on a north-west to south-east alignment, extended beyond the
southern baulk of Quad 3 and was likely a continuation of DITCH 3, which was
located to the south of DITCH 2. The northern part of the ditch was cut by DITCH 1.
DITCH 2 varied in width along its length and ranged between 0.4m and 1.25m wide
and 0.11-0.45m deep, with moderate sloping sides and a flat base. The ditch fill
consisted of light to mid greyish brown silty sand (555), (572), (587), (669), (673),
(675), (820), (821), (1474), (1499), (1509), (1542) from which two sherds (6g) of
Late Bronze Age pottery and intrusive sherds of 13th to 14th century pottery were
recovered from Slot [554], and two sherds (3g) of Late Bronze Age pottery was
found in Slot [586]. Three sherds (8g) of Late Bronze Age pottery were recovered
from Slot [819] as well as flint. Animal bone and lava stone were recovered from
Slot [822], whilst one sherd (4g) of Late Bronze Age pottery and struck flint were
recovered from Slot [1475] and a single sherd (11g) of Late Bronze Age pottery was
recovered from Slot [1510]. Sample <75> was taken from Slot [1475].

DITCH 3 (Slot [618])

DITCH 3 extended from the north side of Quad 1 and followed a north-west to
south-east alignment and was likely a continuation of DITCH 2. It was over 7m long,
0.36m wide and 0.08m deep, with moderate sloping sides and a flat base
containing a fill of mid greyish brown silty sand (617). No finds were present within

this feature.

DITCH 4 (Slot [620])
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DITCH 4 was a on a north-west to south-east alignment, extending beyond the
eastern limit of excavation and was likely a continuation of DITCHES 3 and 2. The
ditch had a width of 0.6m, a depth of 0.15m and had moderate sloping sides with a
concave base, containing a fill of mid greyish brown silty sand (619). Two sherds
(3g) of Late Bronze Age pottery were recovered along with flint. Sample <9> was
taken from the fill. The ditch cut DITCH 5.

DITCH 5 (Slot [622])

DITCH 5 was cut by DITCH 4 and was on the same alignment. The ditch was over
7m long and extended beyond the eastern limit of excavation. It was 0.47m wide
and 0.13m deep with a moderate sloping sides and a flat base containing a single

fill of mid brownish grey silty sand (621) which contained no finds.

DITCH 6 (Slots [445], [569], [616], [1339], [1341], [1343], [1356], [1358], [1388],
[1407], [1421], [1429])

DITCH 6 was on a north-west to south-east alignment, north-east of DITCHES 1-5
and on a parallel alignment. It crossed the site, over 136m in length and extended
beyond the northern and eastern limits of excavation. The ditch ranged between
0.33m and 1.32m wide and between 0.04m and 0.34m deep with moderately
sloped sides and flat base. The range of widths and depths were likely to be due to
a combination of reasons, including a great variance in the level of modern
truncation across the site. A single fill was recorded from the ditch; a light greyish
brown silty sand (446), (570), (615), (1338), (1340), (1342), (1355), (1357), (1387),
(1406), (1420), (1428) from which three sherds (4g) of Late Bronze Age pottery and
flint was recovered in Slot [569], and one sherd (4g) of Late Bronze Age pottery and
flint were recovered from Slot [616]. A single sherd (2g) of Late Bronze Age pottery
and intrusive 11th to 12th century pottery was also recovered from Slot [1356],
whilst a sherd (4g) of Late Bronze Age pottery was recovered from Slot [1358] and
three sherds (21g) of Late Bronze Age pottery and intrusive 15th to 19th century
pottery were recovered from Slot [1429]. Sample <7> was taken from Slot [569],
sample <8> was taken from Slot [616] and sample <67> was taken from Slot
[1356]. The ditch was cut by, going from north to south, DITCHES 49, 53, 50, 54,
55, 57, 117, 62, 65, 74, 75, 76, 61, 15 and 20.

Posthole [624] was located in the north-eastern area of Quad 1, in the base of

DITCH 6, at its eastern-most end. It was circular in plan, measuring 0.12 in
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diameter and 0.08m deep, with steep, near vertical sides and a concave base. It
contained a single fill (623) of dark brown sandy silt. No finds were recovered from

this feature.
PITS AND POSTHOLES ([550], [1354], [1231], [1252])

To the west of ENCLOSURES 1 and 2 there were two pits and two postholes dating
to the Late Bronze Age, located to the north and northwest of the site. There were
no obvious enclosure boundaries containing these features, however heavy
ploughing could have eroded the enclosure ditches from the archaeological record.
The features are discrete and are located close to the trackway and therefore it is
reasonable to assume they are contemporary. The postholes are located right on
the northern boundary of the site and could be part of a larger structure or boundary

located outside the area of excavation.

PIT [550] was located in the northern area of the site. It was sub-circular in plan,
measuring 2.5m long, 2.6m wide and 0.24m deep, with gradual sloping sides and a
concave base. It contained a single fill (551) of light greyish-brown silty sand. One
fragment (4g) of Late Bronze Age pottery was recovered from this feature. This pit

truncated a Treethrow [552] to the west.

PIT [1252] was located in the northern area of the site. It was sub-circular in plan,
measuring 1.4m long, 0.7m wide and 0.17m deep, with gentle sloping sides and a
concave base. It contained a single fill (1251) of light greyish-brown sand. A single
fragment (1g) of Late Bronze Age pottery was recovered from this feature.

POSTHOLE [1354] was located in the northern area of the site. It was circular in
plan, measuring 0.60m long, 0.57m wide and 0.3m deep, with vertical sides and a
concave base. It contained a single fill (1353) of light greyish brown sandy silt. Two
sherds (30g) of Late Bronze Age pottery and burnt flint were recovered from the fill.

Sample <64> was taken from the fill.

Posthole [1231] was located in the northern area of the site. It was circular in plan,
measuring 0.73m long, 0.73m wide and 0.3m deep, with steep sides and a flat
base. It contained three fills; the basal fill (1229) was a mid reddish-brown silty
sand. No finds were recovered from this fill. The secondary fill (1228) was a light
brownish grey silty sand. No finds were recovered within this fill. The tertiary fill
(1227) was a dark brownish grey silty sand, 12 fragments (63g) of Late Bronze Age

pottery were recovered from the fill and an environmental sample <55> was taken.

PCA Report Number: R12868 Page 28 of 366



Land South of Thurmans Lane, Trimley St Mary, Suffolk: Archaeological Excavation. Post-Excavation
Assessment. ©Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited, May 2017

6.5

6.5.1

6.5.2

The Medieval Period (AD1066-AD1549)

Medieval Farmstead (Figures 4A-E) (listed by feature and north to south
and east to west; BOUNDARIES 1-10, OUTFIELD BOUNDARIES 1-5,
DITCHES 31, 29, 26, 28, 37, 47, 117, 67, 68, 69, 70, 66, 86, 90, 84, 85, 101,
102, 103, 112, 104, 107, 114, 108, 91, 98, 99, WELLS [450], [568], WELL
GROUP 1, MIDDENS 1 & 2, PITS [632], [443], [562], [815], [664], [723],
[705], [720], [722], [1258], [1255], [1471], [1383], [1284], [1253], [1525],
[1444], [1446], [1448], [1295], [1322], [1320], [1419], [1283], [1248],
[1250], [1386], [1167], [1006], [998], [1209], [837], [841], [858], [908],
[957], [922], [924], [968], [1562], [966], [1067], [1071], [925], [1096],
[1163], [928], [876], [1004], POST-BUILT STRUCTURE, MOUNDED
OVEN [2232], FENCE-LINES 1-5, POSTHOLES [427], [661], [636], [1299],
[1289], [1287], [1362], [1315], [1317], [1297], [1326], [1486], [1490],
[1139], [1153], [1115], [1160], [1018], [877], [890])

The majority of the archaeology on the site comprised of features relating to
a farmstead that was in occupation on the site from the 11th century through
to the 15th century, with the most intensive level of activity taking place
between the 13th and 14th centuries. The farmstead was typified by well-
defined enclosures, on a north-to-south alignment, delineated by boundary
and drainage ditches which were well-maintained and in continuous use
throughout the entire medieval period. A large boundary ditch (BOUNDARY
1) aligned east to west divided the site between in-fields which backed onto
Thurmans Lane to the north and outfields to the south. The northern in-field
enclosures contained pits, wells, postholes, middens, a barn, and a number
of stock enclosures and drainage ditches as well as a small number of

fence-lines.

A few sherds of Late Saxon Pottery are indicative of a presence in the area
at that time. Ceramic material recovered from the site contained feature
assemblages dating from the 11th century through to the 16th century. A
small amount of pottery dated to the early medieval period (11th-12/13th
centuries) and was consistent with domestic food production and

consumption.
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6.5.3

6.5.4

6.5.5

6.5.6

6.5.7

The majority of the pottery recovered from the site dated between the 13th
and 14th centuries, with a significant proportion identified as Hollesley-type
ware with typical forms such as jars, bowls and jugs, but also a high
proportion of wide mouthed bowls or pans, generally associated with butter
and cheese making. The number of these bowls is above that expected for
domestic production and consumption and therefore it can be concluded that

the farmstead was a dairy farm (See Sudds, Section 7.3).

A basic analysis on the spatial distribution of ceramic material dating to the
11"-12" centuries and the 12™-14™ centuries showed that there was a mixed
spread of dates across the site, with no obvious chronology or sub phases of

activity throughout the medieval period.

The presence of regional and foreign imports within the ceramic assemblage
on the site indicates an affluent farmstead, which is further supported by the
presence of high status building material recovered from one of the medieval
wells [709]. (See Sudds, Section 7.3)

Environmental remains recovered from contexts dating to this period show a
high level of sea shell including whelks, cockles, flat oysters, mussels and a
small number of periwinkles, a diet that is not that surprising considering
Trimley's close location to the coast. There were small amounts of charred
grain and seed in most of the samples taken during this period, with the
exception of samples taken from the ditches surrounding the mounded oven,
which contained far larger samples. Peas were the most common seed

identified and wheat constituted most of the grain (See Turner Section 7.6)

BOUNDARY 1 (DITCHES 59, 60, 61, 71, 72, 75, 118, 76, 115, 77)

Boundary 1 was located in the central area of the site, on an east to west
alignment, and extended beyond the eastern and western limits of the
excavation. It was comprised of 10 ditches, indicating a continuous
maintenance and use throughout the medieval period. There is a clear
division in land use between the north and south sides of this boundary, with
the majority of archaeology dating to this period located to the north and a

series of empty outfields located to south. Boundary 1 seems to have been

PCA Report Number: R12868 Page 30 of 366



Land South of Thurmans Lane, Trimley St Mary, Suffolk: Archaeological Excavation. Post-Excavation
Assessment. ©Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited, May 2017

6.5.8

6.5.9

the main boundary between the settlement occupation which was located

along Thurmans Lane and the unoccupied fields to the south.

The boundary contained material contemporary with the farmstead, though
the western part of the boundary continued in use into the post medieval
period, whereas Boundaries 2 to 9, as well as the eastern side of Boundary
1, had silted up by this time and were no longer maintained. Despite the
prevalence of post medieval material recovered from DITCHES 23, 24 and
25 (See Section 6.6), it is presumed that the boundary extended into the
western area of site during the medieval period; DITCHES 23, 24 and 25
continue the alignment of the medieval Boundary 1, and medieval features in
the western area of the site spatially respect the presence of a significant
boundary. The cutting of Ditches 23, 24, and 25 in the post medieval period

removed evidence of any earlier ditches in this side of site.

There is good evidence that the western side of Boundary 1, along with
Boundary 10, formed a new boundary in the post medieval period (Boundary
11), creating a more open field system with an L-shape field located along
the northern and eastern edges of the site and another field to the west. By
1839 Boundary 1 had also gone out of use, as it is not visible on the 1839
Tithe Map of Trimley St Mary (Figure 6).

DITCH 59 (Slots [1473], [1570])

DITCH 59 was located towards the centre of the site, it was around 12m in length
and met DITCHES 18, 21, 22, 23 at its western end and merged with DITCH 60 to
the east. The ditch ranged between 0.32m and 0.4m wide and between 0.11m and
0.19m deep with moderately sloped sides and concave base. A single fill was
recorded from the ditch; a mid greyish brown mottled light grey silty sand (1472),

(1569) from which no finds were recovered.
DITCH 60 (Slots [1477], [1537], [1547])

DITCH 60 was located towards the centre of the site, it was around 19m in length
and met DITCHES 18, 21, 22, 23 at its western end and met with DITCH 62 to the
east. The ditch ranged between 0.56m and 1.14m wide and between 0.2m and

0.3m deep with moderately sloped sides and concave base. A single fill was
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recorded from the ditch; a mid greyish brown silty sand (1476), (1536), (1546) from
which a small number of sherds of 11th to 12th century pottery were recovered from
Slot [1537].

DITCH 61 (Slots [1417], [1495], [1533], [1551])

DITCH 61 was located towards the centre of the site; it was over 63m in length, had
a rounded terminus to the west and was cut by DITCH 76 to the east. The ditch
ranged between 0.8m and 1.24m wide and between 0.19m and 0.52m deep with
moderately sloped sides and flat base. A single fill was recorded from the ditch; a
mid brown sandy silt (1416), (1496), (1532), (1550) from which three residual
sherds (6g) of Late Bronze Age pottery were recovered from Slot [1533], along with

struck flint. Sample <83> was taken from Slot [1533].
DITCH 71 (Slots [1492], [1523])

DITCH 71 was located towards the central part of the site, with a rounded terminus
to the west and merging into DITCH 78 to the east. The ditch was over 7.8m long,
0.2-0.22m wide and 0.08-0.1m deep with gentle sloping sides and a concave base
containing a single fill of mid greyish brown silty sand (1491), (1524) from which a
small number of sherds of 11th to 13th century pottery were recovered in Slot
[1492].

DITCH 72 (Slots [1488], [1521])

DITCH 72 was located towards the central part of the site, just south of DITCH 71,
on a parallel alignment. DITCH 72 had a rounded terminus to the west and merged
into DITCH 78 to the east. The ditch was just less than 7m long, 0.2-0.52m wide
and 0.07-0.2m deep with a rounded profile containing a single fill of mid greyish
brown silty sand (1487), (1522) from which a small number of pottery sherds dating
to between the 11th and 13th centuries were recovered in Slot [1488].

DITCH 75 (Slots [1379], [1495], [2117])

DITCH 75 was located to the east of the site, it was over 45m in length, extending
from DITCHES 74, 71 and 72 to the west and meeting DITCH 92, forming a corner
of the enclosure, to the east. The ditch ranged between 0.48m and 1m wide and
between 0.18m and 0.32m deep with moderately sloped sides and flat base. A
single fill was recorded from the ditch; a mid greyish brown sandy silt (1378),

(1498), (2116) from a small number of late 13th to 14th century pottery sherds and
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animal bone were recovered from Slot [2117].
DITCH 118 (Slot [1381])

DITCH 118 was to the east of the site, on an east to west alignment. It was over
38m in length, and was cut by DITCHES 75 and 76 along its length. The ditch was
0.5m wide and 0.24m deep with moderately sloped sides and concave base. A
single fill was recorded from the ditch; a mid brown sandy silt (1380) from which no

finds were recovered.
DITCH 76 (Slots [1009], [1415], [1493], [2119])

DITCH 76 was around 50m in length, extending from DITCH 78 to the west and
truncated by DITCH 77 to the east. The ditch ranged between 1.79m and 2m wide
and between 0.7m and 0.83m deep with steeply sloped sides and concave base.
Three fills were recorded from the ditch; a basal fill of mid brown sandy silt (1414),
(1502), which was overlain by a mottled light yellow grey and brown sandy silt
(1413), (1501). The upper fill of the ditch was a dark greyish brown sandy silt with
charcoal flecks (1412), (1494), (1010), (2118) from which a small number of sherds
of 11th to 12th century pottery, animal bone, lava stone and flint were recovered in
fill (1412), lava stone from fill (1010) and pottery dating to between the 11th and 12
century and animal bone were recovered from fill (2118).

DITCH 115 (Slots [982], [1212])

DITCH 115 was over 14.3m in length, continuing from DITCH 95 to the west,
forming a right angled corner of an enclosure, and extending east, beyond the limit
of excavation. The ditch ranged between 1.22m and 1.4m wide and between 0.55m
and 0.65m deep with moderately sloped sides and flattish base. A single fill was
recorded from the ditch; a mid greyish brown sandy silt (983), (1211) from which a
small number of late 13th to 14th century pottery sherds, flint and animal bone were
recovered from Slot [1212].

DITCH 77 (Slots [980], [1214])

DITCH 77 was located towards the eastern edge of the site, it was over 14.5m in
length, had a rounded terminus to the west and continued beyond the limit of
excavation to the east. The ditch was cut by DITCH 124, which was located just
north of DITCH 77, on a similar alignment. The ditch ranged between 1.5m and

2.05m wide and between 0.7m and 0.84m deep with moderately sloped sides and
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6.5.10

flat base. A single fill was recorded from the ditch; a light greyish brown sandy silt
with occasional flecks of charcoal (981), (1213) from which a small assemblage of
late 13th to 14th century pottery sherds were recovered from Slot [980], along with

struck flint and burnt clay.

BOUNDARY 2 (DITCHES 46, 41, 42, 43; POSTHOLES [814], [812], [645],
[647], [649], [651]) (Plate 8)

Boundary 2 was located in the northwest corner of the site, on a north to
south alignment, extending from the north side of Boundary 1 and extending
beyond the northern limit of excavation. A gap in the boundary to the north,
between ditches 46 and 41, is a potential entranceway between Enclosure 9
to the west and Enclosure 10 to the east (Figure 4a). Postholes were
recorded along the eastern edge of DITCH 41 and were the remains of a
fence-line that ran alongside the boundary, contemporary with the boundary
ditches. The boundary defines the eastern edge of Enclosures 8 and 9 and
the western edge of Enclosure 10. Ceramic material recovered from the
ditch fills dates the Boundary to between the 13th and 14th centuries and

was probably established earlier.
DITCH 46 (Slot [448])

DITCH 46 was located to the north-western part of the site, on a north-north-west to
south-south-east alignment and extending out of the northern limit of excavation,
petering out just to the north of DITCH 39. DITCH 46 was over 3m long, 0.3m wide
and 0.03m deep with gradual sloping sides and a concave base containing a single

fill of light greyish brown silty sand (449) from which no finds were recovered.
DITCH 41 (Slots [657], [672]) (Plate 8)

DITCH 41 was a narrow and shallow ditch located to the north-west corner of the
site, on a north-north-west to south-south-east alignment and extending out of the
southern edge of DITCH 39 with a rounded terminus at the south-east end of the
ditch. The ditch was cut by DITCH 43 to the south. DITCH 41 was over 10m long,
0.44m wide and 0.15m deep with moderate sloping sides and a concave base
containing a single fill of mid greyish brown silty sand (656), (671) from which a
small assemblage of late 13th to 14th century pottery sherds were recovered in Slot
[657].
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DITCH 42 (Slot [653])

DITCH 42 was a narrow and shallow ditch located to the north-west corner of the
site, on a north-north-west to south-south-east alignment and extending out of the
northern edge of DITCH 43 with a rounded terminus at the north end of the ditch.
DITCH 42 was over 4.21m long, 0.26m wide and 0.13m deep with steeply sloping
sides and a concave base containing a single fill of mid greyish brown silty sand

(652) from which no finds were recovered.
DITCH 43 (Slots [668], [684], [715], [764])

DITCH 43 was located to the north-western corner of the site, on a north-north-west
to south-south-east alignment and extending out of the northern edge of DITCH 24
with a rounded terminus at the north end of the ditch. DITCH 43 was over 28m long,
1-1.92m wide and 0.56-0.7m deep with moderate sloping sides and a flat base
containing a single fill of mid greyish brown silty sand (667), (684), (716), (765) from
which late 13th to 14th century pottery, animal bone and metal were recovered in
Slot [668], and late 13th to 14th century pottery, lave stone and animal bone were
recovered from Slot [684]. 12th to 14th century pottery and animal bone were also
recovered from Slot [715] and flint was recovered from Slot [764]. Sample <26> was
taken from fill (669) and sample <29> was taken from fill (667).

POSTHOLE [814] was circular in plan, measuring 0.33m long, 0.34m wide and
0.44m deep, with steep sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (813) of
light orangey-brown silty sand. No finds were recovered from this feature.

POSTHOLE [812] was circular in plan, measuring 0.27m long, 0.22m wide and
0.29m deep, with steep sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (811) of
light orangey-brown silty sand. No finds were recovered from this feature.

POSTHOLE [645] (Plate 8) was circular in plan, measuring 0.30m long, 0.30m wide
and 0.23m deep, with steep sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill

(644) of mid brown silty sand. No finds were recovered from this feature.

POSTHOLE [647] (Plate 8) was circular in plan, measuring 0.23m long, 0.23m wide
and 0.17m deep, with steep sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill

(646) of mid brown sandy silt. No finds were recovered from this feature.

POSTHOLE [649] (Plate 8) was circular in plan, measuring 0.23m long, 0.23m wide

and 0.07m deep, with steep sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill
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(648) of mid brown silty sand. No finds were recovered from this feature.

POSTHOLE [651] (Plate 8) was circular in plan, measuring 0.2m long, 0.2m wide
and 0.06m deep, with steep sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill

(650) of mid brown sandy silt. No finds were recovered from this feature.

BOUNDARY 3 (DITCHES 53, 56, 119, 54, 55, 57)

Boundary 3 was located in the northwest corner of the site, on a north to
south alignment, extending from the north side of Boundary 1 and extending
beyond the northern limit of excavation (Figure 4a). The boundary defines
the eastern edge of Enclosure 10 and the western edge of Enclosure 11.
Ceramic material recovered from the ditch fills dates the Boundary to
between the 13th and 14th centuries and was possibly established earlier.

DITCH 53 (Slots [1440], [1531])

DITCH 53 was located to the northern edge of the site, on a north to south
alignment, extending out from the northern edge of DITCHES 18, 21, 22, 23 and 24
and extending beyond the northern limit of excavation. The ditch was cut by
DITCHES 50 and 51 to the north and by pit well [1452]. The ditch was over 41.6m
long, 0.28-0.6m wide and 0.1-0.3m deep with steep sloping sides and a concave
base containing a single fill of light-mid greyish brown sandy silt (1439), (1530) from

which no finds were recovered.
DITCH 56 (Slot [1558])

DITCH 56 was located to the northern edge of the site, on an east to west
alignment, connecting the two ditches 53 and 54. The ditch was around 2m long,
1.1m wide and 0.3m deep with moderate sloping sides and a flat base containing a
single fill of mid greyish brown sandy silt (1557) from which no finds were
recovered. The ditch was likely a drainage ditch and was part of the maintenance of

the ditches forming the boundary.
DITCH 119 (Slot [1438])

DITCH 119 was located to the northern edge of the site, on a north to south
alignment, heavily truncated along its eastern and southern edge by DITCH 54 and
continuing beyond the limit of excavation to the north. The ditch was around 12m

long, 0.65m wide and 0.34m deep with steep sloping sides and a concave base
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containing a single fill of mid brownish grey sandy silt (1437) from which no finds

were recovered.
DITCH 54 (Slots [1436], [1516], [1518], [1535], [1553])

DITCH 54 was located to the northern edge of the site, on a north to south
alignment, with a rounded terminus to the south and extending beyond the northern
limit of excavation. The ditch was cut by DITCHES 50 and 51 to the north,
DITCHES 59 and 60 to the south and centrally by post medieval pit well [1452]. The
ditch was over 43.6m long, 0.41-0.85m wide and 0.16-0.36m deep with moderate
sloping sides and a concave base containing a single fill of light-mid greyish brown
sandy silt (1435), (1513=1514), (1517), (1534), (1552) from which a moderate sized
assemblage of late 13th to 14th century pottery consisting predominantly of curfew
pots and oyster shell were recovered from Slot [1516]. Sample <82> was taken
from Slot [1516].

DITCH 55 (Slots [1411], [1467], [1469], [1489])

DITCH 55 was located to the northern edge of the site, on a north to south
alignment, extending out from the northern edge of DITCH 59 and extending
beyond the northern limit of excavation. The ditch was cut by DITCHES 50 and 51
to the north and was around 40m long, 0.37-0.6m wide and 0.1-0.2m deep with
moderate sloping sides and a concave base containing a single fill of light grey
mottled yellow brown silty sand (1410), (1466), (1468), (1480), from which a small
amount of 11th to 12th century pottery were recovered from Slots [1467] and
[1481].Sample <78> was taken from Slot [1481].

DITCH 57 (Slot [1455])

DITCH 57 was located to the northern edge of the site, on a north-west to south-
east alignment and extending from the eastern edge of DITCH 54. The ditch was
over 14m long, 0.78m wide and 0.21m deep with steep sloping sides and a flat
base containing a single fill of mottled mid greyish and orange brown silty sand
(1454) from which no finds were recovered. The ditch was cut by DITCHES 55, 50
and 51.

BOUNDARY 4 (DITCHES 64, 62, 65, 63)
Boundary 4 was located in the central north part of the site, on a north to

south alignment, extending from the north side of Boundary 1 and extending
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beyond the northern limit of excavation (Figure 4a). The boundary defines
the eastern edge of Enclosure 11 and the western edge of Enclosure 12.
Ceramic material recovered from the ditch fills dates the Boundary to
between the 13th and 14th centuries and was possibly established earlier.

DITCH 64 (Slots [1396], [1529], [1566])

DITCH 64 was a slightly curvilinear ditch located to the northern edge of the site, on
a north to south alignment. The ditch continued beyond the northern limit of
excavation and was cut by DITCH 62 to the south, from which it did not seem to
extend beyond. Ditch 64 was also cut by pits [1525], [1284] and [1383]. The ditch
was over 24m long, between 0.53m and 0.94m wide and between 0.07m and
0.49m deep with moderate, stepped sides and a flat base containing a single fill of
mottled mid and light grey silty sand with frequent charcoal flecks (1395), (1528),
(1565) from which 11th to 12th century pottery, CBM and animal bone were
recovered in Slot [1529].

DITCH 62 (Slots [1329], [1399], [1434], [1527], [1545])

DITCH 62 was located to the northern edge of the site, on a north to south
alignment, extending from DITCH 61 to the south and continuing beyond the limit of
excavation to the north. The ditch was cut by post hole [1419] to the south. The
ditch was over 43 m long, 0.7-2.3m wide and 0.17-1.06m deep; widening and
increasing in depth to the north. The ditch had steep sloping sides and a flat base
containing a two fills; a basal fill of mottled mid yellowish greyish brown silty clayey
sand (1328), (1398), (1433), from which animal bone was recovered in fill (1398)
and sherds of late 13th to 14th century pottery were recovered in fill (1433), and an
upper fill of mid greyish brown silty sand (1327), (1397), (1432), (1526), (1544).
Late 13th to 14th century pottery was recovered from fill (1327), along with animal
bone, whilst pottery dating to between the 11th and 13th century was recovered
from fill (1397), along with shell. Animal bone was recovered from fill (1432), whilst
11th to 12th century pottery, CBM, animal bone, flint, slag and metal were all
recovered from fill (1526) and 11th to 12th century pottery and flint were recovered
from fill (1544).

DITCH 65 (Slots [1394], [1405], [1568], [1572])

DITCH 65 was located to the northern edge of the site, on a north to south
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alignment, with a rounded terminus to the south and continuing beyond the limit of
excavation to the north. The ditch was cut by and parallel to DITCH 62 and was
also cut by DITCH 67 to the north. The ditch was over 32m long, 0.29-0.62m wide
and 0.02-0.30m deep; widening and increasing in depth to the north. The ditch had
moderate concave sides and a concave base containing a single fill of mottled mid
greyish brown and orange brown silty sand (1393), (1404), (1567), (1571) from

which no finds were recovered.
DITCH 63 (Slots [1409], [1541])

DITCH 63 was a short, narrow and shallow ditch located in the north part of the site,
just east of DITCH 62 and on a parallel alignment. The ditch was a likely
continuation of DITCH 65. DITCH 51 was around 6.7m long, 0.35-0.4m wide and
0.07m deep with gentle sloping sides and a concave base containing a single fill of

mid greyish brown silty sand (1408), (1540) from which no finds were recovered.

BOUNDARY 5 (DITCHES 74, 116)

Boundary 5 was located in the central north part of the site, on a north to
south alignment, extending from the north side of Boundary 1 and extending
beyond the northern limit of excavation (Figure 4a). The boundary defines
the eastern edge of Enclosure 12 and the western edge of Enclosure 13.
Ceramic material recovered from the ditch fills dates the Boundary to

between the 11th and 13th centuries.
DITCH 74 (Slots [1293], [1324], [1377])

DITCH 74 was located to the northern edge of the site, on a north-north-west to
south-south-east alignment, extending from DITCH 76 to the south and continuing
beyond the limit of excavation to the north. The ditch was cut by post hole [1295] to
the north, and by DITCH 125 along the eastern edge of the ditch, to the north. The
ditch was over 42m long, 1.05-1.7m wide and 0.4-0.87m deep; widening and
increasing in depth to the south. The ditch had a v-shaped profile containing a
single fill of mottled light greyish brown and yellow brown silty sand (1292), (1323),
(1376), from which a small amount of 11th to 12th century pottery was recovered in
Slot [1293], 11th to 13th century pottery and animal bone were recovered in Slot
[1324] and 11th to 12th century pottery and was recovered from Slot [1377].

DITCH 116 (Slot [1291])
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DITCH 116 was located to the northern edge of the site, on a north-north-west to
south-south-east alignment and was a probable recut of the DITCH 74. The ditch
was cut by DITCH 68 to the north, was over 16.7m long, 0.64m wide and 0.21m
deep and had a moderate sloping sides and a flat base. DITCH 116 contained a

single fill of mid greyish brown silty sand (1290) from which CBM was recovered.

BOUNDARY 6 (DITCH 113)

Boundary 6 was located in the central north part of the site, on a north to
south alignment, extending from the north side of Boundary 1 and extending
beyond the northern limit of excavation (Figure 4a). The boundary defines
the eastern edge of Enclosure 13 and the western edge of Enclosure 14.
Ceramic material recovered from the ditch fills dates the Boundary to
between the 11th and 12th century.

DITCH 113 (Slots [1183], [1216], [1266], [1350])

DITCH 113 was located to the north-eastern part of the site, on a north-north-west
to south-south-east alignment, extending from DITCH 120 to the south and
continuing beyond the limit of excavation to the north. The ditch was over 40.3 m
long, 1.55-1.9m wide and 0.19-0.74m deep; widening and increasing in depth to the
south. DITCH 113 had moderate sloping sides and a flat base containing a single fill
of mid orangey brown mottled light greyish brown silty sand (1182), (1215), (1265),
(1349) from which a small amount of 11th to 12th century pottery was recovered in
Slot [1183], 11th to 12th century pottery, animal bone and shell were recovered in
Slot [1216] and a small amount of late 13th to 14th century pottery was found in Slot
[1266]. A small assemblage of 11th to 12th century pottery and lava stone were

recovered from slot [1350]. Sample <48> was taken from Slot [1216].

BOUNDARY 7 (DITCHES 87, 88, 89, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83) (Plate 12)

Boundary 7 was located towards the north-eastern part of the site, on a north
to south alignment, extending from the north side of Boundary 1 and
extending beyond the northern limit of excavation (Figure 4a). The east side
of the boundary is an extensive drainage ditch system, indicating that this
part of site in particular had problems with drainage during the medieval
period. This drainage system also probably was associated with the
mounded oven to the south of the boundary, draining water away from the

processes that were occurring on the mound. The boundary defines the
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eastern edge of Enclosure 14 and the western edge of Enclosure 15.
Ceramic material recovered from the ditch fills dates the Boundary to
between the 12th and 15th centuries, though the presence of residual Saxon
material in one of the ditches suggests this was one of the earlier boundary

ditches on the site.
DITCH 87 (Slots [1262], [1272])

DITCH 87 was a short ditch located in the north-east part of the site, on a south-
south-east to north-north-west alignment, with a rounded terminus at the southern
end of the ditch and was cut along its eastern and northern edge by DITCH 88. The
ditch was over 10m long, 0.45-0.5m wide and 0.18-0.2m deep with moderate
sloping sides and a concave base containing a single fill of light greyish brown silty

sand (1261), (1271) from which no finds were recovered.
DITCH 88 (Slots [1173], [1200], [1260])

DITCH 88 was a short ditch located in the north-east part of the site, on a south-
south-east to north-north-west alignment, with a rounded terminus at the southern
end of the ditch and continuing beyond the northern limit of excavation. The ditch
was over 14m long, 0.8-1.4m wide and 0.13-0.34m deep with steep sloping sides
and a concave base containing a single fill of mid greyish brown silty sand (1172),
(1199), (1259) from which a small amount of 12th to 14th century pottery was
recovered in Slot [1173], two sherds of 11th to 12th century pottery were found in
Slot [1200] along with animal bone and three sherds of 11th to 14th century pottery
and animal bone were recovered from Slot [1260].

DITCH 89 (Slots [1181], [1264])

DITCH 89 was a short ditch located in the north-east part of the site, on a south-
south-east to north-north-west alignment, with a rounded terminus at the southern
end of the ditch and was cut at its northern edge by DITCH 88. The ditch was over
6m long, 0.35-0.5m wide and 0.07-0.09m deep with gentle sloping sides and a
concave base containing a single fill of light greyish brown silty sand (1180), (1263)
from which two sherds of 11th to 13th century pottery were recovered in Slot
[1181].

DITCH 78 (Slots [1085], [1089], [1109], [1129], [2103])
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DITCH 78 was located to the north-east corner of the site, on a north-north-west to
south-south-east alignment, extending from DITCH 75 to the south and continuing
beyond the limit of excavation to the north. The ditch was over 47.6m long, 0.65-
1.31m wide and 0.17-0.43m deep. The ditch had a moderate sloping sides and a
concave base containing a single fill of light-mid greyish brown silty sand (1084),
(1088), (1110), (1128), (2102) from which a small amount of 11th to 13th century
pottery was recovered in Slot [1085], a single sherd (29) of Late Bronze Age pottery
was recovered in Slot [1089] and a small assemblage of 11th to 12th century
pottery was recovered from Slot [1109]. 12th to 13th century pottery, CBM and
animal bone were recovered from Slot [1129] and a small amount of Late Saxon

pottery was recovered from Slot [2103].
DITCH 79 (Slots [1111], [1168], [1202], [2113])

DITCH 79 was located to the north-east corner of the site, on a north to south
alignment to the north of the site; it then became curvilinear to the south, respecting
the outline of an oven which it curved round the east side of. There were two
rounded termini at either end of the ditch and it was cut by pits [1185] and [1224] to
the south of the ditch. DITCH 79 was around 35m long, 0.78-1.29m wide and 0.18-
0.5m deep. The ditch had a steep sloping sides and a concave base containing a
single fill of mid greyish brown silty sand (1112), (1169), (1110), (1201), (2112) from
which11th to 12th century pottery and CBM were recovered in Slot [1111], late 13th
to 14th century pottery was recovered in Slot [1168] and 11th to late 12th century
pottery was recovered from Slot [1202]. 11th to 13th century pottery was recovered
from Slot [2113]. Sample <46> was taken from Slot [1168].

DITCH 80 (Slots [1563], [2109])

DITCH 80 was a curvilinear ditch located to the north-east corner of the site; the
north part of the ditch lay on a north-east to south-west alignment, which
straightened to a north-south alignment at the centre of the ditch, before curving
round the south-west part of an oven mound to the south. The ditch had rounded
termini at both the southern and northern ends and was centrally cut by DITCHES
79 and 80. DITCH 80 was around 30m long, 0.65-0.68m wide and 0.28-0.4m deep.
The ditch had a steep-moderate sloping sides and a flattish base containing two
fills; a basal fill of light-mid greyish brown silty sand, rich in charcoal (1156), (2108)
and an upper fill of light brown sandy silt (2107).
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DITCH 81 (Slots [1077], [1154], [2106])

DITCH 81 was a curvilinear ditch located to the north-east corner of the site; the
northern terminus lay on a north-east to south-west alignment, which straightened
to a north-south alignment, before meeting DITCH 75 to the south. The ditch was
cut by DITCHES 78 and 79. DITCH 81 was around 30m long, 0.4-1.18m wide and
0.04-0.35m deep with steep sloping sides and a flattish base containing two fills; a
basal fill of light greyish brown silty sand, with occasional charcoal flecks (1076),
(1155), (2105) from which a small amount of 11th to 12th century pottery, animal
bone, burnt stone, metal, slag and glass were recovered in Slot [1154], and an
upper fill of mid brown sandy silt (2104) from which sherds of 15th to 16th century

pottery were recovered. Sample <43> was taken from fill (1155).
DITCH 82 (Slots [1079], [1175], [1205])

DITCH 82 was a curvilinear ditch located to the north-east corner of the site; the
northern terminus lay on a north-north-east to south-south-west alignment, whilst
the southern terminus lay on north-east to south-west alignment. The ditch was
around 9.35m long, 0.56-0.6m wide and 0.1-0.34m deep with steep sloping sides
and a flat base containing three fills; a basal fill of dark orangey brown sandy silt
(1210), which was overlain by an orange sandy silt fill (1204), and an upper fill of
light brown sandy silt (1078), (1174), (1203) from which 3 sherds (7g) of Late
Bronze Age pottery and burnt flint were recovered in Slot [1175]. Sample <44> was
taken from fill (1174).

DITCH 83 (Slots [1092], [1113], [1177])

DITCH 83 was a curvilinear ditch located to the north-east corner of the site, on a
north-east to south-west alignment, with a rounded terminus to the north and cut by
DITCH 79 to the south; DITCH 126 was possibly a continuation of this ditch beyond
DITCH 79, however this is not clear. DITCH 83 was around 11m long, 0.4-0.46m
wide and 0.09-0.26m deep with moderate sloping sides and a concave base
containing a single fill of mid greyish brown silty sand (1093), (1113), (1177) from
which sherds of 11th to 12th century pottery and CBM were recovered in Slot [1113]
and sherds of 11th to 13th century pottery, shell and burnt flint were recovered in
Slot [1177]. Sample <45> was taken from Slot [1177].

BOUNDARY 8 (DITCHES 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 100)

6.5.16 Boundary 8 was located in the eastern part of the site, on a north to south
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alignment, extending from the north side of Boundary 1 and extending
beyond the northern limit of excavation (Figure 4a). The boundary defined
the eastern edge of Enclosure 15 and the western edge of Enclosure 16.
Ceramic material recovered from the ditch fills dates the Boundary to

between the 11th and 15th centuries.
DITCH 92 (Slots [933], [959], [961], [1125], [1143], [1144])

DITCH 92 was located to the north-east corner of the site, on a north-north-east to
south-south-west alignment, extending from DITCH 75 to the south and continuing
beyond the limit of excavation to the north. The ditch was cut along its eastern edge
by DITCH 93. DITCH 92 was around 55m long, 0.47-1.8m wide and 0.07-0.66m
deep. The ditch had a steep sloping sides and a flat base containing a single fill of
light-mid greyish brown silty sand (932), (958), (960), (1124), (1142), (1145) from
which sherds of 11th to 12th century pottery, CBM and flint were recovered in Slot
[1125] and a single sherd (5g) of Late Bronze Age pottery and flint were recovered
from Slot [1143].

DITCH 93 (Slots [1047], [1102], [1151])

DITCH 93 was located to the north-east corner of the site, on a north-north-east to
south-south-west alignment, extending from DITCH 75 to the south and with a
rounded terminus to the north. The ditch was cut along its eastern edge, at the
southern end of the ditch by DITCH 94. DITCH 93 was over 32m long, 0.6-1.3m
wide and 0.3-0.93m deep. The ditch had steep sloping sides and a concave base
containing a single fill of mid greyish brown silty sand (1048), (1101), (1150) from

which no finds were recovered.
DITCH 94 (Slots [884], [975], [987], [1000], [1007], [1032], [1100], [1123])

DITCH 94 was located to the north-east corner of the site, on a north-north-east to
south-south-west alignment, extending from DITCH 75 to the south and with a
rounded terminus to the north. The ditch was cut along its eastern edge by DITCH
95. DITCH 94 was over 53.5m long, 0.48-1.84m wide and 0.17-0.84m deep. The
ditch had moderate sloping sides and a concave base containing a single fill of mid
greyish brown silty sand (883), (974), (986), (999), (1008), (1031), (1099), (1122)
from which sherds of late 13th to 14th century pottery in Slot [1000] and sherds of
13th to 14th century pottery from Slot [1007]. One sherd of late 13th to 14th century
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pottery was found in Slot [1032], whilst sherds of 13th to 14th century pottery, CBM,

animal bone and lava stone were recovered from Slot [1100].
DITCH 95 (Slots [886], [984], [1002], [1034], [1104], [1121])

DITCH 95 was located to the north-east corner of the site, on a north-north-east to
south-south-west alignment, and was likely a continuation of DITCH 124, which
turned at a right angle to the east, at the southern end of DITCH 95. The ditch was
cut along its eastern edge by DITCH 96. DITCH 95 was over 46.6m long, 0.6-1.47m
wide and 0.14-0.44m deep. The ditch had gentle sloping sides and a concave base
containing two fills; a basal fill of dark greyish brown sandy silt (1120) from which
sherds of late 13th to 14th century pottery and flint were recovered and an upper fill
of light-mid greyish brown silty sand (885), (985), (1001), (1033), (1103), (1119)
from which sherds of 11th to 12th century pottery were recovered in Slot [886],
sherds of late 13th to 14th century pottery in Slot [1002], sherds of 12th to 14th
century pottery in Slot [1121] and nine sherds of late 13th to 14th century pottery
from Slot [1034].

DITCH 96 (Slots [1118], [1241])

DITCH 96 was a short ditch located in the north-east part of the site which formed a
right angle corner of an enclosure; it had a rounded terminus to the north, extended
south for 5.2m then turned at a right angle to the east and continued for over 13.6m,
continuing beyond the eastern limit of excavation. The ditch was over 18.8m long in
total, 0.8-0.85m wide and 0.12-25m deep with gentle sloping sides and a concave
base containing a single fill of mid greyish brown sandy silt (1117), (1240) from
which metal was recovered from Slot [1118].

DITCH 100 (Slots [931], [971], [1040])

DITCH 100 was a slightly curvilinear ditch located to the north-east corner of the
site; the northern terminus lay on a north-north-east to south-south-west alignment,
whilst the southern end of the ditch was cut by DITCH 95. The ditch was around
14.5m long, 0.28-0.74m wide and 0.08-0.16m deep with moderate sloping sides
and a concave base containing a single fill of mid greyish brown sandy silt (930),
(970), (1039) from which four sherds of 11th to 12th century pottery were recovered
in Slot [931] and one sherd of 13th to 14th century pottery was found in Slot [971].

BOUNDARY 9 (DITCH 33) (Plate 16)
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6.5.17

6.5.18

Boundary 9 was located in the western part of the site, on an east to west
alignment, extending from the western limit of excavation and ending with a
rounded terminus just short of Boundary 2 (Figure 4a). The boundary
defined the southern edge of Enclosure 9 and the northern edge of
Enclosure 8. Ceramic material recovered from the ditch fills dates the

Boundary to between the 13th and 14th centuries.
DITCH 33 (Slots [421], [606], [634], [639], [641], [655]) (Plate 16)

DITCH 33 was over 48.61m long, 0.8-1.18m wide and 0.39-0.63m deep with a u-
shaped profile containing a single fill of light-mid greyish brown silty sand (422),
(605), (633), (638), (640), (654) from which animal bone was recovered in Slots
[606] and [634], and sherds of late 13th to 14th century pottery were recovered from
Slot [641]. A deposit of oyster shell (662) and a nail was recovered from the top of
fill (654), along with late 13th to 14th century pottery. The ditch was cut by DITCH
31 to the west. Sample <25> was taken from Slot [655].

BOUNDARY 10 (DITCHES 17, 18, 21, 22)

Boundary 10 was located in the southern central part of the site, on a north
to south alignment, extending from the south side of Boundary 1 and
extending beyond the southern limit of excavation (Figure 4a). The boundary
defined the eastern edge of Outfield 1 and the western edge of Outfield 2.
Ceramic material recovered from the ditch fills date the Boundary to between
the 13th and 18th centuries. This dating is much later than other boundaries
on the site, and with Boundary 1, Boundary 10 seems to have continued in
use beyond the time when the small enclosures of the medieval period were
abandoned and when the fields became larger and more open, indicating a
change in land use at this time. Material dating to the later post-medieval
period was recovered predominantly in the northern part of the ditch, close to
Boundary 1, indicating the material from this period came from the north and
west of the site, probably from the village to the west or from access via

Thurmans Lane to the north.
DITCH 17 (Slots [456], [463], [516], [519])

DITCH 17 was located to the south-east corner of the site, on a north-west to south-

east alignment which extended beyond the southern limit of excavation and beyond
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the baulk separating Quads 1 and 3 to the north. The ditch was cut by DITCH 16 to
the south and overlaid the southern part of DITCH 18. The ditch was over 47m long,
0.83-1.46m wide and 0.3-0.5m deep with a steep sloping sides and a flat base
containing a single fill of mid greyish brown sandy silt (457), (464), (517), (520) from
which sherds of late 13th to 14th century pottery and flint were recovered in fill
(457), and CBM, animal bone, flint and slag were recovered from fill (464). Pottery
sherds dating to between the late 13th and 14th century, lava stone, and flint were

recovered from fill (517).
DITCH 18 (Slots [465], [513], [514], [521], [1423])

DITCH 18 was located to the south-east corner of the site; on a north-west to south-
east alignment which extended beyond the southern limit of excavation and met the
large east-west boundary DITCH 60 to the north. The ditch was cut by DITCH 17 to
the south, which was on a closely similar alignment to DITCH 18 and by DITCH 21
to the north, which was also on the same alignment. DITCH 18 was over 71m long,
0.7-1.65m wide and 0.41-0.71m deep with steep, stepped sides and a flat base
containing two fills; the basal fill was a light orangey brown sandy silt (512), (522)
from no finds were recovered. The upper fill was a mid greyish brown sandy silt
(467), (511), (515), (523), (1422) from which animal bone was recovered in Slot
[513], pottery sherds dating to between the late 13th and 14th century, were
recovered from Slot [514], and late 16th to 18th century pottery sherds, CBM and
metal was recovered from Slot [1423].

DITCH 21 (Slot [1425])

DITCH 21 was located to the centre of the site, on a north to south alignment which
met the large east-west boundary DITCH 23 to the north and ended in a rounded
terminus to the south. The ditch lay between DITCHES 18 and 22 and cut them
both. The ditch was over 20m long, 0.94m wide and 0.2m deep with steep sloping
sides and a flat base containing a single fill of light greyish brown sandy silt (1424)

from which no finds were recovered.
DITCH 22 (Slot [1427])

DITCH 22 was located to the centre of the site, on a north to south alignment which
met the large east-west boundary DITCH 23 to the north and extended beyond the
baulk separating Quads 1 and 3 to the south. The ditch was cut by DITCH 21 along

its eastern edge. The ditch was over 25m long, 1.12m wide and 0.54m deep with
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6.5.19

6.5.20

steep, stepped sloping sides and a flat base containing a single fill of light greyish
brown sandy silt (1426) from which late 13th to 14th century pottery sherds and

animal bone were recovered.

OUTFIELD BOUNDARY 1 (DITCH 12)

Outfield Boundary 1 was a ditched boundary that formed the southern
boundary of Outfield 2 (Figure 4a), along with Outfield Boundary 3 and the
northern boundary of Outfield 5. The boundary is less established than the
main ditched boundaries to the north and delineates fields outside the main
settlement area. Ceramic material from the fill of the ditch dates the
boundary to between the 13th and 14th centuries which is roughly
contemporary with all the Outfield Boundaries.

DITCH 12 (Slots [455], [484])

DITCH 12 was located to the south of the site, on a north-east to south-west
alignment and cut by DITCH 13 at the north end of the ditch, where the ditch ended
in a rounded terminus. The ditch was over 24m long and extended beyond the
southern limit of excavation. It was 0.8m wide and 0.38m deep with a moderate
sloping sides and a flat base containing a single fill of mid greyish brown silty sand
(454), (483) which contained sherds of late 13th to 14th century pottery and burnt
flint from Slot [455].

OUTFIELD BOUNDARY 2 (DITCH 13)

Outfield Boundary 2 was a ditched boundary that formed the eastern
boundary of Outfield 5 (Figure 4a), and the western boundary of Outfield 6.
The boundary is less established than the main ditched boundaries to the

north and forms the outline of fields outside the main settlement area.
DITCH 13 (Slots [476], [497])

DITCH 13 was located to the south of the site, on a north to south alignment which
extended beyond the southern limit of excavation and ended in a rounded terminus
to the north. The ditch was over 18m long, 0.55-0.69m wide and 0.2m deep with a
moderate sloping sides and a concave base containing a single fill of mid greyish
brown silty sand (478), (498).

OUTFIELD BOUNDARY 3 (DITCH 11)
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6.5.21

6.5.22

Outfield Boundary 3 was a ditched boundary that formed the northern
boundary of Outfield 6 (Figure 4a), and the southern boundary of Outfield 2.
The boundary is less established than the main ditched boundaries to the
north and forms the outline of fields outside the main settlement area.

DITCH 11 (Slots [488], [503])

DITCH 11 was located to the south of the site, on an east to west alignment and cut
by DITCHES 12, 13 and 14 at either end of the ditch. The ditch was over 11m long
and extended beyond the eastern limit of excavation. It was 0.2m wide and 0.06m
deep with a moderate, concave sloping sides and a concave base containing a

single fill of mid brown sandy silt (487), (502) which contained no finds.

OUTFIELD BOUNDARY 4 (DITCHES 14 and 15)

Outfield Boundary 4 was a ditched boundary that formed the eastern
boundary of Outfields 2 and 6 (Figure 4a), and the western boundary of
Outfield 3. A gap between the DITCHES 14 and 15 could indicate an
entranceway to the fields, however there was also a heavy truncation of the
soil in this part of the site. The boundary is less established than the main
ditched boundaries to the north and forms the outline of fields outside the
main settlement area. Ceramic material from the fill of the ditch dates the

boundary to between the 13th and 14th centuries.
DITCH 14 (Slots [409], [505], [507], [524], [544], [588])

DITCH 14 was located to the south-east corner of the site, on a north to south
alignment which extended beyond the southern limit of excavation and petered out
to the north. The ditch lay parallel to DITCHES 19 and 9, and therefore was
probably part of the same field system. The ditch was over 42m long, 0.32-0.7m
wide and 0.05-0.28m deep with a steep sloping sides and a concave base
containing a single fill of dark greyish brown sandy silt (410), (504), (508), (525),
(545), (589) from which sherds of late 13th to 14th century pottery was recovered in
fill (504), and sherds of 11th to 14th century pottery and flint which were recovered
from fill (508).

DITCH 15 (Slot [612], [626])

DITCH 15 was a on a south to north alignment, extending 12.21m north, and was
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6.5.23

6.5.24

likely a continuation of DITCH 14. The ditch had a width of 0.68m, a depth of 0.31m
and had steep sloping sides with a concave base, containing a fill of mid greyish
brown sandy silt (611), (625). Sample <12> was taken from Slot [626].

OUTFIELD BOUNDARY 5 (DITCHES 19 and 20)

Outfield Boundary 5 was a ditched boundary that formed the eastern
boundary of Outfield 3 (Figure 4a), and the western boundary of Outfield 4. A
gap between the DITCHES 19 and 20 could indicate an entranceway to the
fields, however there was also a heavy truncation of the soil in this part of
the site. The boundary is less established than the main ditched boundaries
to the north and forms the outline of fields outside the main settlement area.
Ceramic material from the fill of the ditch dates the boundary to between the
11" and 13™ centuries, which is of a slightly earlier date than material
recovered from the other outfield boundaries in this area of site, suggesting

the boundary ditch was part of an earlier field system.
DITCH 19 (Slots [405], [529], [533], [535])

DITCH 19 was located to the south-east corner of the site, on a north-east to south-
west alignment which extended beyond the southern limit of excavation and petered
out to the north before continuing again as DITCH 20. The ditch was over 47m long,
0.28-0.45m wide and 0.07-0.21m deep with a rounded profile containing a single fill
of mid greyish brown sandy silt (406), (530), (532), (534) from which sherds of 11th

to 12th century pottery were recovered in fill (534).
DITCH 20 (Slots [403], [614])

DITCH 20 was located to the south-east corner of the site, on a north-east to south-
west alignment which petered out to the south before continuing again as DITCH
19. The ditch was over 26m long, 0.3-0.4m wide and 0.12-0.3m deep with a
rounded profile containing a single fill of mid greyish brown sandy silt (404), (613)
from which sherds of 11th to 13th century pottery were recovered in fill (613).

Sample <10> was taken from Slot [614].

DITCHES (DITCHES 31, 29, 26, 28, 37, 47, 67, 68, 69, 70, 66, 86, 90, 84,
85, 101, 102, 103, 112, 104, 107, 108, 98, 91, 99)

There were 25 ditches recorded that were not assigned to established
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boundaries. The majority of these ditches had a drainage function; however
ditches in the northeast corner of the site (DITCHES 86, 84, 85, 101, 102,
103, 112, 104, 107) may be ditched boundaries of small stock enclosures as
they form roughly rectilinear spaces in plan. However, these will be looked at

further at a later date and for now will be included within this section.
DITCH 31 (Slots [419], [423], [598]) (Figure 4b)

DITCH 31 was located to the western edge of the site, on a north-west to south-
east alignment and had a rounded terminus at the southern end of the ditch and
extended beyond the western limit of excavation. The ditch was over 23.71m long,
0.35-0.75m wide and 0.21-0.32m deep with moderate sloping sides and a concave
base containing a single fill of light greyish brown silty sand (420), (424), (597) from

which no finds were recovered.
DITCH 29 (Slot [630]) (Figure 4b)

DITCH 29 was located in the south-western corner of the site, on a north-west to
south-east alignment and extended beyond the western and southern limits of
excavation. The ditch cut DITCH 28 and 119, was over 5.3m long, 0.85m wide and
0.39m deep with steep sides and a concave base containing a single fill of mid
brown sandy silt (629) from which sherds of late 13th to mid 14th century pottery,
CBM, flint and slag were recovered. Sample <13> was taken from the fill.

DITCH 26 (Slot [775]) (Figure 4b)

DITCH 26 was located to the western edge of the site, on a north-west to south-
east alignment which met the large east-west boundary DITCH 23 to the north and
extended beyond the southern limit of excavation. The ditch was over 9m long,
0.3m wide and 0.13m deep with moderate sloping sides and a concave base
containing a single fill of light orange brown silty sand (774) from which no finds

were recovered.
DITCH 28 (Slot [628]) (Figure 4b)

DITCH 28 was located to the western edge of the site, on a north-east to south-
west alignment and had a rounded terminus at the north-eastern end of the ditch
and extended beyond the western limit of excavation. The ditch was short and was

cut by DITCH 29 through its centre. The ditch was over 4.6m long, 0.75m wide and
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0.21m deep with a rounded profile containing a single fill of light greyish brown silty

sand (627) from which no finds were recovered.
DITCH 37 (Slots [747], [757]) (Figure 4b)

DITCH 37 was a narrow and shallow ditch located to the western edge of the site,
on a east-north-east to west-south-west alignment and with rounded termini at
either end of the ditch. The ditch was over 19m long, 0.54-0.64m wide and 0.10-
0.22m deep with a rounded profile containing a single fill of a mottled light greyish
brown and orangey brown silty sand (746), (756) from which flint was recovered in
Slot [747] and sherds of late 13th to 14th century pottery and metal were recovered
from Slot [757]. Sample <28> was taken from Slot [747].

DITCH 47 (Slot [726]) (Figure 4b)

DITCH 47 was located in the north-west part of the site, on a north-east to south-
west alignment and was a slightly curved linear extending out from the eastern
edge of DITCH 43. The ditch was over 3m long, 0.6m wide and 0.18m deep with
steep sloping sides and a concave base containing a single fill of mid greyish brown
silty sand (727) from which flint was recovered. Sample <19> was taken from the
fill.

DITCH 67 (Slots [1331], [1333], [1335]) (Figure 4c)

DITCH 67 was located to the northern edge of the site, on an east to west
alignment, extending from the eastern edge of DITCH 62 to the west and ending
with a rounded terminus to the east. The ditch was over 8.5m long, 0.55-0.78m
wide and 0.19-0.25m deep with moderate sloping sides and a concave base
containing a single fill of mid greyish brown silty sand (1331), (1333), (1335) from

which no finds were recovered.
DITCH 68 (Slots [1268], [1313], [1337], [1360]) (Figure 4c)

DITCH 68 was located to the northern edge of the site, on an east to west
alignment, with a rounded terminus to the east and cut by DITCH 67 to the west,
which lay on a similar alignment. Pit [1362] also cut DITCH 68, towards its centre,
on its southern edge. The ditch was just over 20m long, 0.36-0.85m wide and 0.11-
0.23m deep with gentle sloping sides and a concave base containing a single fill of
light brown sandy silt (1267), (1312), (1337), (1359) from which no finds were

recovered.
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DITCH 69 (Slots [1459], [1461]) (Figure 4c)

DITCH 69 was located to the northern edge of the site, on a north-north-west to
south-south-east alignment, extending from the northern limit of excavation and
ending with a rounded terminus to the south. The ditch was cut by DITCHES 67 and
68 to the north and was likely to have been a continuation of DITCH 70. DITCH 69
was over 21.65m long, 0.4-0.45m wide and 0.06-0.09m deep with gentle sloping
sides and a concave base containing a single fill of mid orange brown silty sand
(1458), (1460) from which sherds of 11th to 13th century pottery were recovered
from Slot [1459] and sherds of 11th to 13th century pottery were recovered from
Slot [1461].

DITCH 70 (Slot [1457]) (Figure 4c)

DITCH 70 was located towards the northern part of the site, on a north-north-west
to south-south-east alignment, with a rounded terminus to the north and fading out
to the south, as it cuts DITCH 6. The ditch was likely to have been a continuation of
DITCH 69. DITCH 70 was over 4.7m long, 0.6m wide and 0.12m deep with gentle
sloping sides and a concave base containing a single fill of mid orange brown silty

sand (1456) from which sherds of 11th to 12th century pottery were recovered.
DITCH 66 (Slots [1364], [1520]) (Figure 4c)

DITCH 66 was located to the central part of the site on an east to west alignment,
connecting the two DITCHES 63 and 74. The ditch was over 9m long, 0.6-0.8m
wide and 0.27-0.42m deep with a v-shaped profile containing a single fill of dark
brown sandy silt with flecks of charcoal (1363), (1519) from which no finds were

recovered.
DITCH 86 (Slots [1097], [1137], [1179]) (Figure 4c)

DITCH 86 was a short ditch located in the north-east part of the site, on a south-
south-east to north-north-west alignment and with rounded termini at either end of
the ditch. The ditch was over 19m long, 0.37-0.55m wide and 0.07-0.2m deep with
a rounded profile containing a single fill of light greyish brown silty sand (1098),

(1136), (1178) from which no finds were recovered.
DITCH 90 (Slot [1140]) (Figure 4d)

DITCH 90 was a narrow ditch located in the north-east part of the site, on a south-
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south-east to north-north-west alignment, with a rounded terminus at the southern
end of the ditch and continuing beyond the northern limit of excavation. The ditch
was over 5.5m long, 0.35m wide and 0.15m deep with moderate sloping sides and
a flat base containing a single fill of mid orangey brown silty sand (1141) from which

no finds were recovered.
DITCH 84 (Slots [1083], [1170]) (Figure 4d)

DITCH 84 was located in the north-east part of the site, on an east to west
alignment, extending from the eastern edge of DITCH 78 to the west and cut by
DITCH 85 to the east, which it does not continue beyond. The ditch was also cut by
DITCHES 79, 80, 81 and 82 and was over 8m long, 0.38-0.64m wide and 0.08m
deep with gentle sloping sides and a concave base containing a single fill of light
orange brown silty sand (1082), (1171).

DITCH 85 (Slots [1086], [1207]) (Figure 4d)

DITCH 85 was a short ditch located in the north-east part of the site, on an east to
west alignment and with squared termini at either end of the ditch. The ditch was
cut at its western end by DITCH 82 and was over 10m long, 0.7-1m wide and 0.25-
0.26m deep with steep sloping sides and a concave base containing a single fill of
mid orangey brown gravelly silt (1087), (1206) from which no finds were recovered.

DITCH 101 (Slots [829], [1149]) (Figure 4d)

DITCH 101 was a short ditch located in the north-east part of the site, on a south-
south-east to north-north-west alignment and with rounded termini at either end of
the ditch. The ditch was over 13.3m long, 0.09-0.11m wide and 0.09-0.11m deep
with a rounded profile containing a single fill of mid greyish brown silty sand (830),
(1248) from which no finds were recovered.

DITCH 102 (Slot [825]) (Figure 4d)

DITCH 102 was a short ditch located in the north-east part of the site, on a south-
south-east to north-north-west alignment and with rounded termini at either end of
the ditch. The ditch was over 4.2m long, 0.3m wide and 0.1m deep with steep
sloping sides and a flattish base containing a single fill of mid greyish brown silty

sand (826) from which no finds were recovered.

DITCH 103 (Slots [823], [827], [852]) (Figure 4d)
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DITCH 103 was a short ditch located in the north-east part of the site, on a south-
south-east to north-north-west alignment and with rounded termini at either end of
the ditch. The ditch was over 21m long, 0.34-0.57m wide and 0.05-0.2m deep with
a shallow u-shaped profile containing a single fill of mid greyish brown silty sand
(824), (828), (851) from which sherds of late 13th to 14th century pottery and lava
stone were recovered in Slot [827] and sherds of 11th to 13th century pottery were
recovered in Slot [852].

DITCH 112 (Slots [856], [896], [977]) (Figure 4d)

DITCH 112 was located to the eastern edge of the site, on a east to west alignment,
with a rounded terminus to the west and extending beyond the limit of excavation to
the east. The ditch was cut by DITCH 104 to the east, was over 14.3m long,
between 0.54 and 0.79m wide and between 0.33m and 0.15m deep with steep
sloping sides and a concave base. DITCH 112 contained a single fill of greyish
brown silty sand (855), (895), (976) from which sherds of 12th to 14th century
pottery were recovered in Slot [856], and sherds of late 13th to mid 14th century
pottery from Slot [977].

DITCH 104 (Slots [848], [860], [1062]) (Figure 4d)

DITCH 104 was a narrow ditch located in the north-east part of the site, on a south-
south-east to north-north-west alignment, with a rounded terminus at the northern
end of the ditch and continuing south beyond the eastern limit of excavation. The
ditch was cut by pit well [1058], was over 13.7m long, 0.36-0.53m wide and 0.11-
0.27m deep with moderate sloping sides and a concave base containing a single fill
of mid greyish brown silty sand (847), (859), (1061) from which sherds of 13th to
14th century pottery were recovered in Slot [848], sherds of 11th to 13th century
pottery were found in Slot [860] and ten sherds of late 13th to mid 14th century

pottery were recovered in Slot [1062].
DITCH 107 (Slots [870], [963]) (Figure 4d)

DITCH 107 was located to the north-east corner of the site, on an east to west
alignment, connecting the two ditches 100 and 104. The ditch was around 12.6m
long, between 0.68m and 0.75m wide and between 0.18m and 0.22m deep with
shallow, gentle sloping sides and a concave base containing a single fill of mid
orangey brown sandy silt (869), (962) from which sherds of late 13th to 14th century
pottery were recovered in Slot [870] and sherds of late 13th to mid 14th century
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pottery were found in Slot [963], along with one residual sherd of Late Bronze Age

pottery.
DITCH 108 (Slot [898]) (Figure 4d)

DITCH 108 was located to the eastern edge of the site, on an east-south-east to
west-north-west alignment, with a rounded terminus to the west and continuing
beyond the limit of excavation to the east. The ditch was over 2.38m long, 0.62m
wide and 0.41m deep with near vertical sides and a flat base containing a single fill
of mid greyish brown sandy clayey silt (897) from which sherds of 11th to 12th

century pottery were recovered.
DITCH 98 (Slots [964], [1036], [1069], [1275]) (Figure 4d)

DITCH 98 was located to the north-east corner of the site, on a north-north-east to
south-south-west alignment, with rounded termini at either ends of the ditch. The
ditch was cut at its northern end by pit [1071] and by DITCH 99 at its southern end.
DITCH 98 was over 27.2m long, 0.4-0.74m wide and 0.07-0.17m deep. The ditch
had a v-shaped profile containing a single fill of mid greyish brown silty sand (965),
(1035), (1068), (1276) from which no finds were recovered.

DITCH 91 (Slot [1127]) (Figure 4d)

DITCH 91 was a short ditch located in the north-east part of the site, on an east to
west alignment, with a rounded terminus at the western end of the ditch and was
cut at its eastern edge by DITCH 92. The ditch was over 7m long, 0.5m wide and
0.1m deep with gentle sloping sides and a flat base containing a single fill of mid
greyish brown silty sand (1126) from which no finds were recovered.

DITCH 99 (Slot [1274]) (Figure 4d)

DITCH 99 was located along the eastern edge of the site, on an east to west
alignment, extending from the eastern edge of DITCH 96 to the west and continuing
beyond the eastern limit of excavation. The ditch was over 13.6m long, 1m wide
and 0.35m deep with moderate sloping sides and a concave base containing a
single fill of mid greyish brown silty sand (1273) from which no finds were

recovered.

WELLS ([450], [568], [685], [709], [744], [803]) (Figure 4b)
6.5.25 Six wells dating to the medieval period were located in the north western
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6.5.26

6.5.27

6.5.28

area of the site. Two of the wells were discrete, separate features [450] and
[568]; however four of the wells were located within a distinct grouping.
Ceramic material from the well fills was dated to the 13th and 14th centuries
and an almost complete Holleysey-Type Ware jug (Plates 5-7) recovered
from the fill of Well [709] firmly places the well group within this time period.

The wells were backfilled quickly with rubbish deposits rather than a gradual
silting up over time. Pottery sherds from the same pot crossed over multiple
fills (See Sudds, Section 7.3) and there was little slumping or redepositing of
natural in the side of the wells considering that they were dug into sand. The
exception to this was Well [803], the well fill was completely comprised of
redeposited natural sand and gravel, though this is likely to be deliberate
backfill from the digging out of a nearby well rather than a gradual infill.
Ceramic building material recovered from Well [709] included fragments from
the same decorated chimney pot and ‘flemish type' floor tiles, indicating that

there was a high status building close by.

The bottoms of the wells were not reached by hand digging, as it was
deemed unsafe to excavate beyond the depth of 1.2m due to the unstable
nature of the sand natural. An auger was used to ascertain the depth of the

wells and this reached depths of 6m below ground level.

WELL [450] was circular in plan, measuring 0.82m long, 0.82m wide and at least
4.80m deep, with vertical sides. It contained two fills; the lower fill (452) of mid
brown silty sand contained a moderate sized assemblage of late 13th to 14th
century pottery, flakes of flint and fragments of animal bone. The upper fill (451) of
light brownish-grey sandy silt contained fragments of late 13th to 14th century
pottery and pieces of metal. Samples <3> and <2> were taken of both fills

respectively.

WELL [568] was partially excavated during the site trench evaluation. It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 1.2m long, 0.98m wide and minimum depth of 3.90m
deep, with vertical sides and a concave base. The well had a single backfill of mid

brownish grey silty sand (1559) with late 13th to 14th century pottery sherds.

WELL GROUP 1 (WELLS [685], [709], [744], [803]) (Plate 15)

Well Group 1 was located towards the west of the site in very close proximity

PCA Report Number: R12868 Page 57 of 366



Land South of Thurmans Lane, Trimley St Mary, Suffolk: Archaeological Excavation. Post-Excavation
Assessment. ©Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited, May 2017

to each other. The wells were, if not contemporary, very close in date to
each other and it is surmised that as one well went out of use another was
immediately dug nearby. Ceramic material from the wells date them to the
13th and 14th centuries.

WELL [685] (Plate 9) circular in plan, measuring 1.6m long, 1.6m wide and
minimum depth of 6m deep, with vertical sides. The lowest slumping fills (693) and
(694) were a mixture of natural orange and red gravels and sands. No finds were
recovered from these fills. The next fill to be deposited was (692) this fill consisted
of a fine grey silt and contained fragments of late 13th to 14th century pottery and
was also sampled <15>. Overlaying (692) was (691) and was a deliberate dump of
fine orange sand and contained fragments of late 13th to 14th century pottery. (690)
lay above (691) and was a dark brownish-grey sandy silt which contained fragments
of late 13th to 14th century pottery. Overlaying (690) was a pale greyish-brown
sandy silt fill (689) which contained the main bulk of late 13th to 14th century pottery
discovered from this feature and appeared to all be dumped towards the south edge
of feature. Pieces of metal work were also found within this fill. Overlaying (689)
was (687); a mid orangey-brown silty sand from which fragments of late 13th to
14th century pottery were recovered. The tertiary fill (686) was a mid brown sandy
silt and contained fragments of late 13th to mid 14th century pottery and pieces of
metalwork. This fill was also sampled <31>. This well truncated a hollow to the

south-west [697] and was truncated by a shallow DITCH 50.

HOLLOW [697] was sub-circular in plan, measuring 2.16m long, 0.5m wide and
0.18m deep, with gradual sloping sides and an irregular base. It contained a single
fill (688) of pale brown sandy silt. Fragments of late 13th to 14th century pottery
were recovered from this feature. The hollow was truncated by well [685] and
DITCH 50.

WELL [709] (Plates 5 & 6) was circular in plan, measuring 2.65m long, 2.65m wide
and a minimum depth of 5.1m, with vertical sides. Around all the edges was a
slumping fill (725) which was a pale yellow brown with flecks of orange silty sand.
No finds were retrieved. Overlaying (725) was (708); a pale greyish-brown silty
sand with a large amount, 126 sherds (2525g), of late 13th to mid 13th century pot,
an almost complete Hollesley Type Ware jug, fragments of bone and pieces of
metalwork. Overlaying (708) was (707); a dark greyish-brown silty sand with a large

assemblage of 88 sherds (1408g) of late 13th to mid 14th century pot and
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fragments of bone recovered. An environmental sample of this fill was also taken
<18>. The uppermost fill (706) was a mid greyish-brown silty sand and contained
326 sherds (5865q) of late 13th to mid 14th century pottery, fragments of bone and
pieces of metalwork. This was also sampled <17>. This feature was truncated by
DITCH 51.

WELL [744] was sub-circular in plan, measuring 3.23m long, 2.58m wide and a
minimum depth of 5.10m, with vertical sides. The lowest fill (806) was a dark to mid
grey sandy clayey silt with fragments of late 13th to 14th century pottery, burnt flint
and metal. Overlaying (806) was a slumping fill (745); yellow brown sand and gravel
with fragments of late 13th to 14th century pottery and metal. A possible light blue
grey clay lining (740) lay between the slumping fill (745) and the rubbish fills that
filled the well void (738-739, 741-743 & 804-806). Late 13th to 14th century pottery
sherds and animal bone was recovered from the fill. Overlaying (806) was a mid
blueish grey sandy clayey silt (805) with late 13th to 14th century pottery sherds
and metal. Overlaying (805) was (804); a mid greyish brown clayey sandy silt which
contained late 13th to 14th century pottery sherds, animal, lava stone, metal and
slag. Above this were two sterile fills; a light grey sandy silty clay (743), and a mid
brown clayey sandy silt (742). A tertiary fill of mid brownish grey sandy silt (741) lay
above these fills, and contained late 13th century to 14th century pottery sherds,
animal and slag. The uppermost fills of the pit well were very similar, mid grey
sandy clayey silt fills, however (739) was a softer more clay fill than the harder siltier
fill above (738). Both fills contained sherds of late 13th to 14th century pottery,
animal bone and lava stone, whilst the upper fill (738) also contained burnt flint,
metal and CBM. Sample <32> was taken from fill (738) and sample <33> was taken
from fill (806).

WELL [803] was circular in plan, measuring 2.9m long, 2.8m wide and depth of
greater than 1.4m, with vertical sides. The well was not augured as fills were
redeposited natural and sterile. Lowest fill (802) was a pale grey silt and no finds
were retrieved. Overlaying (802) were natural slumping fills (800) and (801) these
were bright orange silty gravels and no finds were retrieved. Overlaying (800) and
(801) was (799); a pale grey sandy silt and was also very sterile. No finds were
recovered. Overlaying (799) was (798); the latest in slumping layers and was a
mottled orange and grey sandy silt, no finds were recovered. Overlaying (798) was
(797); the most lucrative of fills containing some charcoal flecks, it was a mid brown

sandy silt and contained no finds. Overlaying (797) was (796); a pale greyish-brown
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6.5.29

6.5.30

sandy silt with occasional gravels. No finds were recovered. The tertiary fill (795)
was a pale brown sandy silt and no finds were recovered. This feature was
truncated by DITCHES 50 and 52.

MIDDENS

In the northern part of the site were three features that when excavated were
shown to be shallow hollows in the ground but contained a substantial
amount of material that included large freshly broken fragments of pottery
and a considerable amount of burnt material. These were concluded to be

middens and were subsequently grouped into Midden 1 and Midden 2.

MIDDEN 1 ([564], [577], [576]) (Plate 17) (Figure 4b)

MIDDEN 1 was located to the north-west of the site and comprised two
intercutting shallow hollows that were considered contemporary. Ceramic
material from the midden was dated to the 15th and 16th centuries, however
it is included within this phase as medieval material was also recovered from
the fill and it is believed that the midden was in use continually from the
medieval period until the 16th century. The material recovered was indicative
of an affluent settlement, indicating that the change in site use in the post
medieval period was not due to a decline in economic status but perhaps
rather a shift in focus and function of this part of the farmstead.

MIDDEN [564] was sub-circular in plan, measuring 4.8m long, 2.65m wide and
0.5m deep, with gradual sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill
(565=558) of pale brown sandy silt. A moderate assemblage of pottery dating to
between the late 13th and 16th century was recovered from the fill, along with
fragments of burnt stone and fragments of animal bone. The feature truncated
MIDDEN [577] and was truncated by DITCH 48.

MIDDEN [577] was sub-circular in plan, measuring 4.9m long, 2.1m wide and
0.22m deep, with gradual sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single
fill (559) of dark brown sandy silt. A moderate assemblage of 84 (1577g) of mid
15th to mid 16th century pottery, fragments of burnt stone and a copper alloy
beehive thimble (See Beveridge Section 7.4) were recovered from this feature. This

fill was also sampled <6>. The feature was cut by MIDDEN [564].

MIDDEN [576] was sub-circular in plan, measuring 2.65m long, 1.55m wide and
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6.5.31

6.5.32

6.5.33

0.2m deep, with gradual sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a pale
brown sandy silt (575) fill from which no finds were recovered. Despite the paucity
of finds attributed to this feature, it has been assigned to this group due to its

proximity and similar form in plan.

MIDDEN 2 ([1221]) (Figure 4c)

MIDDEN 2 was located to the central north of the site, and was dated to
between the 13th and 15th centuries. It was sub-circular in plan, measuring
2.1m long, 1.75m wide and 0.15m deep, with gradual, shallow sloping sides
and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1222) of mid grey brown silty
sand, from which a moderate assemblage of late 13th to mid 14th century
pottery was recovered, including a sizable amount of Scarborough ware
anthropomorphic jugs. Lava stone and flint were also recovered from this

feature. Sample <49> was taken from the fill.

PITS ([632], [443], [562], [815], [664], [723], [705], [720], [722], [1258],
[1255], [1471], [1383], [1284], [1253], [1525], [1444], [1446], [1448], [1362],
[1295], [1315], [1322], [1320], [1419], [1283], [1248], [1250], [1386], [1167],
[1006], [998], [1209], [837], [841], [858], [908], [957], [922], [924], [968],
[1562], [966], [1067], [1071], [925], [1096], [1163], [928], [876], [1004])
Scattered throughout the northern part of the site there were 51 pits dated to
this period of occupation and settlement. The sterile nature of the pits
suggests they were used for another, unknown function other than rubbish
disposal. There are no obvious groupings for the pits; however there is a
clear dense concentration of pits, dated to the medieval period and undated,
to the east of the site, suggesting this area was closest to the settlement

core of the farm.

A good number of the pits contained no datable material, however they were
placed in this period due to their spatial location in regards to other medieval
features on the site and also their place in the stratigraphic sequence.

PIT [632] (Figure 4b) was located along the western edge of the site and was
heavily truncated by DITCH 29. It was circular in plan with steep sides and a
concave base and measured 0.4m in diameter and 0.2m deep. The pit had a single

fill comprising of a light brown sandy silt (631) from which no finds were recovered.
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PIT [443] (Figure 4b) was located at the northern edge of the site. It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 2m long, 1.75m wide and 0.32m deep, with gradual
sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (444) of mid greyish-
brown silty sand. A single residual worked flint was recovered from the fill, likely to

have originated from the Bronze Age Trackway ditch that the pit cut through.

PIT [562] (Figure 4b) was located towards the northern edge of the site. It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 2.3m long, 2m wide and 0.2m deep, with gradual sloping
sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (563) of light brownish-grey silty
sand. Fragments of late 13th to 14th century pottery and flakes of flint were
recovered from this feature. Sample <5> was taken from the fill. The pit was cut by
DITCH 49.

PIT [815] (Figure 4b) was located towards the northern edge of the site. It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 0.9m long, 0.85m wide and 0.2m deep, with steep sides
and a concave base. It contained a single fill (816) of light brownish-grey silty sand.

No finds were recovered from this feature. The pit cut the Bronze Age Trackway.

PIT [664] (Figure 4b) was located towards the northern part of the site, just to the
north of a cluster of PITWELLS [709], [803], [685] and [744]. It was circular in plan,
measuring 1.43m long, 1.43m wide and 0.51m deep, with vertical sides and flat
base. It contained a single fill (663) of a mid orangey-brown sandy silt. Fragments of
late 13th to 14th century pottery were recovered from this feature and a sample was
taken near the base <14>.

PIT [723] (Figure 4b) was located towards the northwest corner of the site. It was
sub-circular in plan, measuring 2m long, 2m wide and 0.11m deep, with gradual
sloping sides and a flat base. It contained a single fill (724) of mid brownish-grey
clayish silt. No finds were recovered from this feature but it cut DITCH 47.

PIT [705] (Figure 4b) was located in the central northern area of the site. It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 1.9m long, 1.4m wide and 0.25m deep, with gradual
sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (704) of mid brown

sandy silt. No finds were recovered from this feature.

PIT [720] (Figure 4b) was located towards the central northern area of the site. It
was sub-circular in plan, measuring 3.73m long, 0.58m wide and 0.29m deep, with
steep sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (719) of mid greyish-brown

silty sand. Fragments of late 13th to 14th century pottery were recovered from this
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feature.

PIT [722] (Figure 4b) was towards the central northern area of the site. It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 2.24m long, 1.4m wide and 0.31m deep, with gradual
sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (721) of mid greyish-
brown silty sand. Fragments of 11th to 12th century pottery were recovered from
this feature. The pit cut PIT [720].

PIT [1258] (Figure 4c) was located in central northern area of the site. It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 1.35m long, 1.4m wide and 0.40m deep, with steep
sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1257) of mid greyish-brown silty
sand. Fragments of late 13th to 14th century pottery were recovered from this

feature. An environmental sample was taken from this fill <57>.

PIT [1255] (Figure 4c) was located in the central northern area of the site. It was
sub-circular in plan, measuring 1m long, 1.18m wide and 0.15m deep, with gradual
sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1256) of light brownish-

grey silty sand. No finds were recovered from this feature.

PIT [1471] (Figure 4c) was located in the central northern area of the site. It was
sub-circular in plan, measuring 1.05m long, 0.95m wide and 0.3m deep, with
gradual sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1470) of light
reddish-grey silty sand. No finds were recovered from this feature however an
environmental sample was taken <76>. The pit is cut by PIT [1452].

PIT [1383] (Figure 4c) was located in the central northern area of the site. It was
sub-circular in plan, measuring 2.4m long, 2m wide and 0.24m deep, with gradual
sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1382) of mid brownish-
grey sandy silt. Two fragments (4g) of Late Bronze Age pottery and a small amount
of late 13th to 14th century pottery were recovered from this feature and an

environmental sample was taken <66>.

PIT [1284] (Figure 4c) was located in the central northern area of the site. It was
sub-circular in plan, measuring 2.18m long, 1.8m wide and 0.24m deep, with
gradual sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1285) of mid
yellowish brown silty sand. Late 13th to 14th century pottery sherds were recovered

from the fill.

PIT [1253] (Figure 4c) was located in the central northern area of the site. It was
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sub-circular in plan, measuring 1.2m long, 0.98m wide and 0.37m deep, with
gradual sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1254) of dark
orangey-grey sandy silt. Fragments of late 13th to 14th century pottery were

recovered from this feature and an environmental sample was taken <56>.

PIT [1525]) (Figure 4c) was located in the central northern area of the site. It was
sub-circular in plan, measuring 1.1m long, 0.8m wide and 0.51m deep, with steep
sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1515) of mid brownish-orange

silty sand. No finds were recovered from this feature.

PIT [1444] (Figure 4c) was located in the central northern area of the site. It was
circular in plan, measuring 1.05m long, 0.95m wide and 0.26m deep, with moderate
sides and a flat base. It contained a single fill (1443) of dark greyish-brown silty

sand. No finds were recovered from this feature.

PIT [1446] (Figure 4c) was located in the central northern area of the site. It was
sub-circular in plan, measuring 1.43m long, 1.1m wide and 0.05m deep, with steep
sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1445) of dark greyish brown

silty sand. No finds were recovered from this feature.

PIT [1448] (Figure 4c) was located in the north-western area of the site. It was
irregular in plan, measuring 1.09m long, 0.85m wide and 0.5m deep, with steep
sides and a flat base. It contained a single fill (1447) of mid greyish-brown silty
sand. No finds were recovered from this feature.

PIT [1362] (Figure 4c) was located in the north-western area of the site. It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 1.15m long, 0.83m wide and 0.26m deep, with vertical
sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1361) of mid yellowish-grey
sandy silt. No finds were recovered from this feature. The pit cut DITCH 68.

PIT [1295] (Figure 4c) was located in the central northern area of the site. It was
circular in plan, measuring 0.6m long, 0.52m wide and 0.17m deep, with steep
sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1294) of mid greyish-brown silty

sand. No finds were recovered from this feature however it cut DITCH 74.

PIT [1315] (Figure 4c) was located in the north-western area of the site. It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 0.65m long, 0.60m wide and 0.16m deep, with moderate
sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1314) of dark orangey-

brown sandy silt. No finds were recovered from this feature.
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PIT [1320] (Figure 4c) was located in the central northern area of the site. It was
circular in plan, measuring 0.6m long, 0.6m wide and 0.36m deep, with steep sides
and a concave base. It contained two fills; the primary fill (1319) comprised of a mid
brownish-orange sandy silt and the secondary fill (1318) comprised of a mid brown

sandy silt. No finds were recovered from this pit however it was cut by PIT [1322].

PIT [1322] (Figure 4c) was located in the central northern area of the site. It was
circular in plan, measuring 0.8m long, 0.8m wide and 0.38m deep, with steep sides
and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1321) of light brownish-grey silty

sand. Fragments of 11th to 13th century pottery were recovered from this feature.

PIT [1419] (Figure 4c) was located towards the central area of the site. It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 0.65m long, 0.53m wide and 0.24m deep, with moderate
sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1418) of mid greyish-

brown silty sand. Fragments of bone were recovered from this feature.

PIT [1283] (Figure 4c) was located in the northern area of the site. It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 1.2m long, 1.1m wide and 0.85m deep, with steep sides
and a flat base. It contained three fills; the uppermost fill (1280) comprised of a mid
greyish-brown silty sand from which fragments of abraded Late Saxon pottery were
recovered. The secondary fill (1281) was a mid brownish-grey sandy silt and from
which fragments of 11th to 12th century pottery were recovered. The primary fill
(1282) was a mid reddish-brown silty sand. No finds were recovered from this fill.

PIT [1248] (Figure 4c) was located in the northern area of the site, situated next to
PIT [1250]. It was circular in plan, measuring 0.55m long, 0.35m wide and 0.1m
deep, with gentle sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1247)
of mid greyish-brown sand.

PIT [1250] (Figure 4c) was located in the northern area of the site, to the east of PIT
[1248]. It was sub-circular in plan, measuring 1.22m long, 1.13m wide and 0.14m
deep, with gentle sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1249)
of light greyish-brown sand. Fragments of 11th to 12th century pottery were

recovered from this feature.

PIT [1386] (Figure 4c) was located in the northern area of the site. It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 2.1m long, 2.01m wide and 0.35m deep, with moderate
sloping sides and a flat base. It contained two fills, the primary fill (1385) was a mid

orangey-brown silty sand. Fragments of 11th to 12th century pottery were
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recovered from this fill. The secondary fill (1384) was a mid blackish-brown silty

sand, fragments of late 13th to 14th century pottery were recovered from this fill.

PIT [1167] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site. It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 1.1m long, 1.08m wide and 0.39m deep, with moderate
sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1166) of mid greyish-
brown silty sand. Fragments of 11th to 13th century pottery were recovered from

this feature.

PIT [1006] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site situated next
to PIT [998]. It was sub-circular in plan, measuring 2.9m long, 1.27m wide and
0.19m deep, with moderate sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single
fill (1005) of mid greyish-brown silty sand. Fragments of 11th to 12th century

pottery, flakes of flint and metalwork were recovered from this feature.

PIT [998] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site, just next to
pit [1006]. It was sub-circular in plan, measuring 1.14m long, 0.9m wide and 0.14m
deep, with moderate sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill
(997) of mid greyish-brown silty sand. Fragments of 11th to 12th century pottery

were recovered from this feature.

PIT [1209] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site. It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 0.9m long, 0.8m wide and 0.25m deep, with steep sides
and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1208) of pale brown sandy silt. Flakes

of flint were recovered from this feature.

PIT [837] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site. It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 1m long, 0.98m wide and 0.18m deep, with steep sides
and a flat base. It contained a single fill (838) of mid greyish-brown sandy silt. No

finds were recovered from this feature.

PIT [841] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site. It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 1.29m long, 1m wide and 0.18m deep, with moderate
sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (842) of mid greyish-brown

sandy silt. No finds were recovered from this feature.

PIT [858] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site. It was
circular in plan with moderate sloping sides and a flat base. The pit measured

0.52m long by 0.52m wide and 0.12m deep and contained a mid greyish brown silty
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sand fill (857) from which no finds were recovered.

PIT [908] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site. It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 1.34m long, 1.3m wide and 0.15m deep, with gradual
sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (907) of mid greyish-
brown sandy silt. Late 13th to 14th century pottery sherds were recovered from the
fill.

PIT [957] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site. It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 1.14m long, 0.5m wide and 0.17m deep, with moderate
sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (956) of mid grey brown

sandy silt. Animal bone was recovered from the fill.

PIT [922] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site. It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 0.55m long, 0.46m wide and 0.17m deep, with moderate
sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (921) of light greyish-

brown sandy silt. No finds were recovered from the fill.

PIT [924] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 0.67m long, 0.6m wide and 0.11m deep, with gradual
sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (923) of light greyish-
brown sandy silt. Mid 12th century to 13th century pottery sherds were recovered
from this fill.

PIT [968] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site. It was
circular in plan, measuring 0.38m in diameter and 0.24m deep, with moderate sides
and a concave base. It contained a single fill (969) of mid greyish brown sandy silt.
11th to 13th century pottery sherds were recovered from the fill.

PIT [1562] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site. It was
circular in plan, measuring 0.98m in diameter and 0.18m deep, with moderate sides
and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1561) of mid greyish-brown sandy silt.

No finds were recovered from this feature.

PIT [966] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site. It was
circular in plan with concave, moderately sloped sides and a concave base
measuring 1.08m long, 1.05m wide and 0.63m deep. The pit contained a single fill
of mid greyish brown silty sand from which 11th to 13th century pottery was
recovered (967). The pit cut DITCH 98.
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PIT [1067] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site. It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 0.83m long, 0.45m wide and 0.14m deep, with moderate
sloping sides and a flat base. It contained a single fill (1066) of dark yellow brown

sandy silt. No finds were recovered from the fill.

PIT [1071] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site. It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 1.41m long, 0.8m wide and 0.19m deep, with steep
sides and a flat base. It contained a single fill (1070) of mid grey brown sandy silt.

Sherds of 11th to 13th century pottery were recovered from the fill.

PIT [925] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site. It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 1.46m long, 0.94m wide and 0.47m deep, with steep
sides and a flat base. It contained two fills, the primary fill (927) was a mottled mid
reddish brown and mid brownish grey silty sand. No finds were recovered from this
fill. The secondary fill (926) was a mid brownish grey silty sand, fragments of late

13th to 14th century pottery were recovered from this fill.

PIT [1096] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site. It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 0.84m long, 0.71m wide and 0.27m deep, with steep
sides and a concave base. It contained two fills; the primary fill (1095) was a light
yellowish grey silty sand. No finds were recovered from this fill. The secondary fill
(1094) was a mid brownish grey silty sand, fragments of 13th to 14th century
pottery were recovered from this fill.

PIT [1163] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site. It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 1.06m long, 0.6m wide and 0.05m deep, with gradual,
shallow sloping sides and a flat base. It contained a single fill (1162) of mottled mid
grey brown and light grey silty sand. No finds were recovered from this feature.

PIT [928] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site. It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 1.11m long, 0.74m wide and 0.21m deep, with moderate
sloping sides and a flat base. It contained a single fill (929) of mottled reddish brown

and greyish brown sandy silt. No finds were recovered from this feature.

PIT [876] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site. It was sub-
circular in plan, measuring 1.05m long, 0.82m wide and 0.56m deep, with steep
sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (875) of mid greyish-brown
sandy silt. A whet stone and 11th to 12th century pottery sherds were recovered

from the fill.
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6.5.34

6.5.35

6.5.36

PIT [1004] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site. It was
circular in plan, measuring .96m in diameter and 0.4m deep, with steep sides and a
concave base. It contained a single fill (1003) of dark grey brown sandy silt. Sherds

of late 13th to 14th century pottery were recovered from the fill.

POST-BUILT STRUCTURE (POSTHOLES [900], [902], [904], [906], [910],
[955], [912], [951], [953], [945], [947], [949], [920], [918], [916], [914], [943],
[941], [939], [937], [935]) (Figure 4d) (Plate 11)

A rectangular shaped post-built structure was recorded in the north-east
corner of the site. The structure measured 10m by 5m, on a north to south
alignment and was constructed from a single row of postholes along the
western, southern and eastern sides of the building. There were no
postholes to the north of the structure, indicating that this was where the
entrance to the structure was located, opening onto Thurmans Lane which is
located just to the north. The size, shape and construction of the building

was indicative of a barn.

The postholes were sub-circular in plan and ranged in size from between
0.5m to 0.9m long, between 0.3m to 0.72m wide and 0.05m to 0.4m deep.
The fills were a mid orange grey or mid grey sandy silt from which small
residual fragments of Bronze Age pottery were recovered in POSTHOLES
[912] and [953]. Burnt flint and glass was also recovered from POSTHOLE
[955]. Samples were taken from Postholes [904] <34>, [906], <905>, [916]
<36>, [941] <38>, and [955] <37>.

The only datable material recovered from the postholes was dated to the
Bronze Age, however from the alignment and proximity of the building to
other medieval features it was considered that the material was residual and

the barn was medieval in date and related to the farmstead activity.

MOUNDED OVEN (STRUCTURE (2232), PITS [1185], [1224],

STAKEHOLES [1218], [1220], [1233], [1235], [1237], [1239], [1303], [1305],
[1307], [1309], [2001], [2003], [2005], [2007], [2009], [2011], [2013], [2015],
[2017], [2019], [2021], [2023], [2025], [2027], [2029], [2031], [2033], [2035],
[2037], [2039], [2041], [2043], [2045], [2047], [2049], [2051], [2053], [2055],
[2057], [2059], [2061], [2063], [2065], [2067], [2069], [2071], [2073], [2075],
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[2077], [2079], [2081], [2083], [2085], [2087], [2089], [2091], [2093], [2095],
[2121], [2123], [2125], [2127], [2129], [2131], [2133], [2135], [2137], [2139],
[2141], [2143)], [2145], [2147], [2149], [2151], [2153], [2155], [2157], [2159],
[2161], [2163], [2165], [2167], [2169], [2171], [2173], [2175], [2177], [2179],
[2181], [2183], [2185], [2187], [2189], [2191], [2193], [2195], [2197], [2199],
[2201], [2203], [2205], [2207], [2209], [2211], [2213], [2215], [2217], [2219],
[2221], [2223], [2225], [2227], [2229], [2231], [2234], [2236], [2238], [2240],
[2242], [2244], [2246], [2248], [2250], [2252], [2254], [2256], [2258], [2260],
[2262], [2264], [2266], [2268], [2270], [2272], [2274], [2276], [2278], [2280],
[2282], [2284], [2286], [2288], [2290], [2292], [2294], [2296], [2298], [2300],
[2302], [2304], [2306], [2308], [2310], [2312], [2314], [2316], [2318], [2320],
[2322], [2324], [2326], [2328], [2330], [2332], [2334], [2336], [2338], [2340],
[2342], [2344], [2346], [2348], [2350], [2352], [2354], [2356], [2358], [2360],
[2362], [2364], [2366], [2368], [2370], [2372], [2374], [2376], [2378], [2380],
[2382], [2384], [2386], [2388], [2390], [2392], [2394], [2396], [2398], [2400],
[2402], [2404], [2406], [2408], [2410], [2412], [2414], [2416], [2418], [2420],
[2422], [2424], [2426], [2428], [2430], [2432], [2434], [2436], [2438], [2440],
[2442], [2444], [2446], [2448], [2450], [2452], [2454], [2456], [2458], [2460],
[2462], [2464], [2466], [2471], [2473], [2475], [2477], [2479], [2481], [2483],
[2485], [2487], [2489], DITCHES [2490], [2113] LAYERS (2096), (2101),
(2114), (2468), (2469)) (Figure 4d) (Plates 1-4 & 12)

Mounded oven (2232) was located in the eastern area of the site, at the
junction of BOUNDARY 7 and BOUNDARY 1. The mound or platform was
created by excavating a large circular ditch, DITCH [2490] into the natural
soil. The ditch contained two fills; a basal fill of light yellowish brown sandy
silt (2115). Sample <1008> was taken from this fill. The upper fill of the ditch
comprised of dark grey mottled black sandy silt rich in charcoal (1279) from
which sherds of 11th to 12th century pottery, CBM, burnt flint and animal
bone was recovered. Samples <62>, <63>, <1004> and <1005> were taken
from this fill. The sample revealed high numbers of seeds both in quantity
and diversity, with seven discrete genera. A large amount of burnt chaff was
also identified, which was possibly used as a fuel source for the oven.
Samples <1005> and <1006> also contained heavily fragmented plant

remains and sample <62> contained a high abundance of charred botanical
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6.5.39

6.5.40

6.5.41

material. (See Turner Section 7.6). The high amount of charcoal in the fill is
indicative of rakeout from the oven, which was then let to collect in the ditch

below and suggests that the oven was not for a one time use.

DITCH [2490] was recut at a later date by DITCH [2113] which contained a
light brownish grey sandy silt fill (2112) from which sherds of 12th to 13th
century pottery was recovered, sample <54> was taken from this fill. The
little amount of charcoal found within the fill suggests that the oven had gone
out of use by the time DITCH [2113] was filled in.

Stakes were driven into the mound/platform which formed a cover or
structure over the oven area on the top of the mound. The stakeholes were
small with different angles of axis and appeared in various stages of the
stratigraphic sequence, indicating that re-staking occurred to maintain the
structure, thus suggesting further that the oven was in use for a sustained
period of time. Samples were taken from 10 of the stakeholes; [1235] <51>,
[1237] <52>, [1239], <53>, [1303] <58>, [1305] <59>, [1307] <60>, [1309]
<61>, [2035] <1000>, [2049] <1001> and [2073] <1002>.

The top of the mound showed evidence of high intensity burning, with layers
of red silty clay and a large amount of burnt unstruck flint (2101), (2114).
Sherds of 11th to 13th century pottery were recovered from both layers and
both layers were sampled <1003> and <1007> respectively. Underneath the
burnt layers were two layers of compacted ground, comprising of mid
yellowish brown sandy silt (2468)=(2096), (2469) from which sherds of
intrusive late 13th to 14th century pottery were recovered in layer (2096).
These sherds of pottery likely came from the fill of DITCH [2113] which cut
through these layers. Sherds of 11th to 12th century pottery were also
recovered from layer (2096). Layers (2468)=(2096) and (2469) were levelling

layers which created the flat platform space on which the oven was built.

Pits [1185] and [1224] were dug into the top of the platform and were of

unknown function.

PIT [1185] was located on the north side of the mound and was sub-circular in plan

with steep sides and a concave base. The pit measured 1.02m long by 0.84m wide
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and 0.28m deep and contained a dark grey to black charcoal and ash rich sandy silt
(1184) which contained CBM, animal bone and burnt flint. The fill was sampled with

sample number <47>.

PIT [1224] was located on the east side of the mound and was an irregular shape in
plan with gradual sloping sides and an uneven base. The pit measured 0.92m long
by 0.74m wide and 0.20m deep. There was a single fill to the pit which comprised of
black charcoal rich sandy silt (1223) from which 11th to 12th century pottery, CBM,
animal bone and burnt flint was recovered. The fill was sampled with sample

numbers <50> and <1006>.

The area around the oven was heavily waterlogged and marshy during the
medieval period, as evidenced by the amount it flooded during the
excavation, and therefore provided a need to create a high platform on which
to build an oven and artificially provide an area of dry ground. BOUNDARY 7
was used as drainage for the oven in order to keep water drained away from
the fire, evidenced by the high amounts of charcoal recorded in the fills of
DITCHES 83 and 82 in particular. There is little evidence for the function of
the oven although communal food preparation is a distinct possibility, and
this will be investigated further at a later date once comparisons have been
made with other known medieval sites in East Anglia.

FENCELINES (Figure 4d)

Five fence-lines have been identified in the northern part of the site. These
were likely to have been former boundaries of small stock enclosures. Little
material was recovered from the stakeholes that formed the fence-lines but

the material that was recovered was medieval in date.

FENCE-LINE 1 (STAKEHOLES [1020], [1022], [1026], [1028], [1194],

[1192], [1157], [1196], [1198])

FENCE-LINE 1 was located to the east of BOUNDARY 7, on a north to
south alignment. The stakeholes were circular in plan with steep sides and a
concave base and ranged in size from 0.17m to 0.31m in diameter and
between 0.06m and 0.15m in depth. They contained a fill of mid greyish
brown silty sand (1019), (1021), (1025), (1027), (1193), (1191), (1156),
(1195), (1197).
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6.5.45

6.5.46

6.5.47

6.5.48

FENCE-LINE 2 (POSTHOLES [1024], [1030], [1091], [1075], [1081])
FENCE-LINE 2 was located just to the east of FENCE-LINE 1, on a north to
south alignment. The postholes were circular in plan with steep sides and a
concave base measuring between 0.4m and 0.2m in diameter and between
0.06m and 0.15m in depth. The fill of the postholes was a mid greyish brown
silty sand (1023), (1029), (1090), (1074), (1080) from which fragments of
12th to 13th century pottery was recovered in posthole [1030].

FENCE-LINE 3 (POSTHOLES [831], [863], [833], [839], [843], [845], [892],
[1042])

FENCE-LINE 3 was located at the eastern edge of the site, close to
DITCHES 101, 113, and 107 on a north to south alignment. The postholes
were circular in plan with steep sides and a concave base and ranged in size
from 0.6m to 0.23m in diameter and between 0.10m and 0.3m in depth. They
contained a fill of mid greyish brown silty sand (832), (864), (834), (840),
(844), (846), (891), (1041). Sherds of late 13th to 14th century pottery were
recovered from posthole [833], 11th to 12th century pottery in posthole [843]

and lava stone was recovered from posthole [839].

FENCE-LINE 4 (POSTHOLES [978], [994], [996], [880], [882], [1038])
FENCE-LINE 4 was located at the eastern edge of the site, just to the east of
FENCE-LINE 3 on a north to south alignment. The postholes were circular in
plan with steep sides and a concave base and ranged in size from 0.5m to
0.35m in diameter and between 0.08m and 0.17m in depth. They contained
a fill of mid greyish brown silty sand (979), (993), (995), (879), (881), (1037)
from which pottery sherds dating to the late 13th to 14th century were
recovered in posthole [880] and to the 12th and 13th century in posthole
[1038].

FENCE-LINE 5 (POSTHOLES [854], [850], [836], [989])

FENCE-LINE 5 was located just south of DITCH 107 on an east to west
alignment. The postholes were circular in plan with steep sides and a
concave base measuring between 0.55m and 0.29m in diameter and
between 0.10m and 0.5m in depth. The fill of the potholes was a mid greyish
brown silty sand (853), (849), (835), (990). No finds were recovered from
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these fills.

POSTHOLES ([427], [661], [636], [1299], [1289], [1287], [1317], [1297],
[1326], [1486], [1490], [1139], [1153], [1115], [1160], [1018], [877], [890])
Located across the site 18 isolated postholes were recorded, these were
once part of former boundary lines or structures that have no longer an
imprint on the landscape and have largely disappeared due to ploughing or

machining of the site.

POSTHOLE [427] (Figure 4b) was located in the western area of the site. It was
circular in plan, measuring 0.35 in diameter and 0.08m deep, with gradual sloping
sides and a flat base. It contained a single fill (428) of mid greyish-brown silty sand.

No finds were recovered from this feature.

POSTHOLE [661] (Figure 4b) was located in the western area of the site, just to the
north of DITCH 33. It was circular in plan, measuring 0.45m in diameter and 0.06m
deep, with steep sides and a flat base. It contained a single fill (660) of mid

brownish grey sandy silt. No finds were recovered from this feature.

Posthole [636] (Figure 4b) was located in the western area of the site. It was
circular in plan, measuring 0.32m in diameter and 0.21m deep, with steep sides and

a concave base. It contained a single fill (635) of mid greyish-brown silty sand.

POSTHOLE [1299] (Figure 4c) was located in the north-western area of the site. It
was sub-circular in plan, measuring 0.57m long, 0.54m wide and 0.07m deep, with
gradual sloping sides and a flat base. It contained a single fill (1298) of light greyish

brown silty sand. No finds were recovered from this feature.

POSTHOLE [1289] (Figure 4c) was located in the north-western area of the site. It
was circular in plan, measuring 0.21m long, 0.2m wide and 0.04m deep, with
gradual sloping sides and a flat base. It contained a single fill (1288) of mid greyish

brown sandy silt. No finds were recovered from this feature.

POSTHOLE [1287] (Figure 4c) was located in the north-western area of the site. It
was circular in plan, measuring 0.30m long, 0.29m wide and 0.04m deep, with
gradual sloping sides and a flat base. It contained a single fill (1286) of mid greyish

brown sandy silt. No finds were recovered from this feature.

POSTHOLE [1317] (Figure 4c) was located in the north-western area of the site. It

PCA Report Number: R12868 Page 74 of 366



Land South of Thurmans Lane, Trimley St Mary, Suffolk: Archaeological Excavation. Post-Excavation
Assessment. ©Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited, May 2017

was circular in plan, measuring 0.26m long, 0.26m wide and 0.26m deep, with
vertical sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1316) of mid brown

sandy silt. No finds were recovered from this feature.

POSTHOLE [1297] (Figure 4c) was located in the north-western area of the site. It
was circular in plan, measuring 0.28m in diameter and 0.11m deep, with steep
sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1296) of mid orangey brown

sandy silt. No finds were recovered from this feature.

POSTHOLE [1326] (Figure 4c) was located in the north-western area of the site. It
was circular in plan, measuring 0.17m long, 0.13m wide and 0.10m deep, with
vertical sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1325) of mid

greyish brown silty sand. No finds were recovered from this feature.

POSTHOLE [1486] (Figure 4c) was located in the central area of the site. It was
sub-circular in plan, measuring 0.35m long, 0.3m wide and 0.15m deep, with
moderate sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1485) of mid

greyish-brown silty sand. No finds were recovered from this feature.

POSTHOLE [1490] (Figure 4c) was located in the central area of the site. It was
sub-circular in plan, measuring 0.4m long, 0.38m wide and 0.14m deep, with
moderate sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1489) of mid
greyish-brown silty sand. No finds were recovered from this feature.

POSTHOLE [1139] (Figure 4d) was located in the northern area of the site. It was
sub-circular in plan, measuring 0.34m long, 0.26m wide and 0.12m deep, with
gentle sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1138) of mid
greyish-brown sand. No finds were recovered from this feature.

POSTHOLE [1153] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site. It
was circular in plan, measuring 0.35m in diameter, and 0.14m deep with steeply
sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill of mid greyish brown

silty sand (1152). No finds were recovered from the feature.

POSTHOLE [1115] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site. It
was circular in plan, measuring 0.4m long, 0.33m wide and 0.06m deep, with gentle
sloping sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1116) of mid orangey-

brown silty sand. No finds were recovered from this feature.

POSTHOLE [1160] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site. It
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6.6.1

was circular in plan, measuring 0.23m long, 0.2m wide and 0.09m deep, with steep
sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1161) of mid orangey-brown

silty sand. No finds were recovered from this feature.

POSTHOLE [1018] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site. It
was sub-circular in plan, measuring 0.23m long, 0.23m wide and 0.12m deep, with
steep sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (1017) of mid greyish-

brown silty sand. No finds were recovered from this feature.

POSTHOLE [877] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site. It
was sub-circular in plan, measuring 0.42m long, 0.35m wide and 0.10m deep, with
steep, near vertical sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (878) of mid

greyish brown sandy silt. No finds were recovered from this feature.

POSTHOLE [890] (Figure 4d) was located in the north-eastern area of the site. It
was sub-circular in plan, measuring 0.36m long, 0.31m wide and 0.13m deep, with
steep, concave sides and a concave base. It contained a single fill (889) of mid

greyish brown sandy silt. No finds were recovered from this feature.

Post Medieval and Modern Activity (listed by feature and north to south
and east to west; Boundary 11, Drainage Ditches 1-5, Wells [1452] and
[1058], PIT [1016], Ploughmarks) (Figure 5)

By the end of the 15th century the farming activity that occurred on the site
during the medieval period had ended and the small enclosures that had
previously occupied the site had been abandoned, with the site now
encompassing two large fields bounded by Boundary 11, which followed the
same alignment as Boundary 10 and the western side of Boundary 1 (See
Section 6.5.3). Rubbish disposal was still taking place on the site during the
early post medieval period, evidenced by the continued use of MIDDEN 1,
indicating that there was still settlement activity close to the site in the late
16th century, however whether this activity was related to the nearby Mill
Farm to the east or the village High street to the west is unknown at this
point. Industrial material was recovered from the west of Boundary 1,
including slag, coal, clinker, vitreous fragments and hammer scale indicating
an increase in industrial activity around the site during this period (See
Turner Section 7.6).
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6.6.2

6.6.3

6.6.4

6.6.5

Water management of the land was still necessary during the post medieval
period as evidenced by five drainage ditches crossing the site on a north
east to south west alignment. Two wells were also in use on the site, each
containing ceramic material dating to between the 15th and mid-19th
centuries [1452] and [1058].

By the 20th century the higher land in the field had reverted to arable farming
as evidenced by ploughmarks recorded in the eastern part of the site.

BOUNDARY 11 (DITCHES 23, 24, 25, 17 and 18)

Boundary 11 was located to the west of the site and formed an L-shape in
plan, following the same alignment of the western extent of Boundary 1 and
Boundary 10. It is presumed that these boundaries were maintained
throughout the post medieval period, and DITCHES 23, 24 and 25 in

particular were recuts of earlier boundary ditches that formed Boundary 1.

Ditches 17, 18, 21 and 22 are described within the medieval phase of the
site (See Section 6.5) as they were initially formed during the medieval
period and are not post medieval recuts, but instead were maintained and
continued into the post medieval period.

DITCH 23 (Slots [604], [729], [751], [761], [768], [790])

DITCH 23 was located to the west of the site; it was over 93m in length, extended
beyond the western limit of excavation and met DITCHES 18, 22, 21, 60 and 59 in
the centre of the site. The ditch ranged between 0.8m and 1.4m wide and between
0.25m and 0.45m deep with moderately sloped sides and flat base. A single fill was
recorded from the ditch; a dark-mid greyish brown silty sand (603), (728), (750),
(760), (769), (789) from which a complete animal skeleton was recovered from the
base of Slot [604], along with a small number of sherds of 18th-19th century pottery,
CBM and metal. CBM was also recovered from Slot [729], and a small assemblage
of 16th to 18th century pottery was recovered from Slot [751], CBM and glass were
recovered from Slot [761] and a small amount of 16-18th century pottery, CBM,
animal bone and metal were recovered from Slot [768]. A small amount of 16th to
17th century pottery, CBM, clay pipe, animal bone and glass were also recovered
from Slot [790].
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DITCH 24 (Slots [610], [731], [748], [759], [766], [792])

DITCH 24 was located to the west of the site; it was over 95m in length, extended
beyond the western limit of excavation and met DITCHES 18, 22, 21, 60 and 59 in
the centre of the site. The ditch was cut by DITCH 23, which ran parallel to the
south of DITCH 24. The ditch ranged between 0.63m and 1.5m wide and between
0.24m and 0.81m deep with moderately sloped sides and concave base. A single fill
was recorded from the ditch; a mid greyish brown silty sand (609), (730), (736),
(758), (767), (791) from which sherds of late 15th to early 17th century pottery,
CBM, animal bone and flint were recovered in Slot [731], and sherds of 16th to 17th
century pottery, CBM, animal bone, shell, flint and metal were recovered in Slot
[748]. CBM was also recovered from Slot [759], and Slot [766], from which animal
bone was also recovered. A small amount of pottery dating to between the 12th and
13th centuries and animal bone were recovered from Slot [792]. Sample <20> was

taken from Slot [748] and sample <30> was taken from Slot [792].
DITCH 25 (Slots [733], [749], [763], [770], [794])

DITCH 25 was to the west of the site; it was over 67m in length and extended from
the southern edge of DITCH 23, which it was cut by, to the west and ended in a
rounded terminus to the east. The ditch was the southernmost ditch in the group of
ditches including DITCHES 23 and 24. The ditch ranged between 0.5m and 1.4m
wide and between 0.34m and 0.52m deep with steeply sloped sides and a concave
base. A basal fill was recorded in Slot [770]; a dark greyish brown sandy silt (771)
from which no finds were recovered. The upper fill was a dark reddish brown (732),
(737), (762), (1560), (793) from which a small assemblage of 15th to 17th century
pottery w