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1 NON – TECHNICAL SUMMARY  

Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd (PCA) was appointed by Ecus Ltd to undertake an archaeological 

evaluation at New Cemetery, North Waltham, Basingstoke, Hampshire (NGR SU 55837 45176), 

hereafter ‘the Site’. The Site is the subject of a new cemetery including the building of a chapel, depot 

and parking with access on Stockbridge Road. This report provides the result of evaluation, which 

comprised 42 trenches opened between the 12th and 19th September 2016, the digging of 11 

geotechnical pits was also monitored. The evaluation was completed largely in keeping with the 

Written Scheme of Investigation. 

The remains of an in situ urn, possibly an urned cremation burial, was identified. Also uncovered were 

three small pits, two with evidence of burning, and a possible ditch terminus. The possible urned 

cremation in Trench 19 and the small pits seen in trench 11, 19 and 34 represent moderately 

significant archaeological potential and will require further investigations it is also concluded that the 

urn may be part of a wide archaeological landscape. 
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2 INTRODUCTION  

2.1 Project Background 

2.1.1 Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd (PCA) was appointed by Ecus Ltd to undertake an 

archaeological evaluation at New Cemetery, North Waltham, Basingstoke, Hampshire 

(NGR SU 55837 45176), hereafter ‘the Site’ (Figure 1 & 2). The Site is the subject of a 

new cemetery including the building of a chapel, depot and parking with access on 

Stockbridge Road. 

2.1.2 The archaeological evaluation was required, in keeping with NPPF Section 12 and Local 

Plan Policy, by the Local Planning Authority (LPA) Basingstoke and Dean Borough 

Council to provide information concerning the archaeological implications of the 

proposed development and determining the subsequent treatment of any archaeological 

resources within it. The requirement has been secured by a condition (23) of planning 

permission for the development and follows the advice from Hampshire County Council 

Historic Environment Team. Condition 23 states: 

 

No development shall commence on site until an archaeological investigation of the 

site has been carried out in accordance with a written scheme of investigation, which 

has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The 

investigation shall be carried out in accordance with the details so approved, unless 

otherwise agreed in writing by the local planning authority. 

2.1.3 This report provides the result of evaluation, which comprised 42 trenches opened 

between the 12th and 19th September 2016, the digging of 11 geotechnical pits was also 

monitored and the works were intended to address the requirement of condition 23 of 

planning permission. Works were carried out in accordance with the Chartered Institute 

for Archaeologists standard and guidance for archaeological field evaluation (CIfA 2014) 

and Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (Historic England 

2015). 

2.2 Location, Topography and Geology  

2.2.1 The Site is a sub-rectangular area of land 6.4 hectors in area and is located to the south 

of the village of North Waltham and Basingstoke 9km to the north-east. The Site is 

situated to the north-east of the existing Basingstoke Crematorium, with crop fields to the 

north and east and is accessed from the south from Stockbridge Road. The Site is 

bounded by hedgerows.  

2.2.2 The Site slopes gently down at an even gradient from 150m AOD on the north side to 

136m AOD in the southeast corner. 
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2.2.3 The British Geological Survey (BGS, 2016) maps the underlying bedrock geology as 

Chalk formations with superficial deposits of Clay-with-Flints. 

3 AIM 

3.1 Archaeological Evaluation 

3.1.1 The aim of the archaeological evaluation was to determine the character, extent, date, 

condition and significance of archaeological resources that may survive within the Site, 

taking account of their potential to contain biological and palaeo-environmental remains. 

3.1.2 This document reports on the results of the evaluation and aims to provide sufficient 

information so that the future treatment of archaeological resources identified within the 

site, in respect of the proposed development, may be determined.  
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4 RESULTS 

4.1 Introduction 

4.1.1 The following presents a summary of the evaluation results based upon the Site archive, 

which comprises a Site diary, trench recording sheets, context sheets, Site drawings and 

digital photographs. A summary of recorded contexts is provided in a Trench Index in 

Appendix 1 and photographs of the trenches and trench sections in Appendix 2. The 

archive is held at PCA’s Winchester office under the site code NWBH16 and will in due 

course be deposited with the Hampshire Cultural Trust. 

4.2 Methodology  

4.2.1 The archaeological evaluation was undertaken following the methodology that was 

detailed in the Written Scheme of Investigation (L-P:Archaeology, 2016), which was 

approved on behalf of the Local Planning Authority in advance of the commencement of 

works. 

4.2.2 The evaluation comprised the excavation of 42 trenches measuring 30m x 1.8m (Figure 
2 & Plate 1). The location of the trenches was intended to provide a sample of any 

surviving below ground archaeological resources. 

4.3 Summary of Deposition Sequence 

4.3.1 The deposition sequence shown by the evaluation trenches was relatively constant 

across the whole site, with evidence of both chalk and clay-with-flints seen in every 

trench at an average depth of 0.30m BGL (Figure 7, Plates 2 & 3, 4). 

Slight difference in the top soil and subsoil can be seen in most trenches with the diffuse 

interface at average depth of 0.23m BGL, although sub soil was not recorded in every 

trench. 

4.3.2 Evidence of glacial and plough scarring was seen across the site. 

4.4 Archaeological Features  

4.4.1 The remains of an in situ urn, possibly an urned cremation burial, ([1904]) were identified 

in Trench 19 (Figure 3 and Plate 5); this was not excavated as a part of the evaluation. 

The vessel had an approximate diameter of 0.28m and is likely to be of a later prehistoric 

date, however due to the small amount, of it that was exposed it was not possible to 

accurately date the urn fabric.  
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4.4.2 Three small pits or post holes were seen in Trench 11, 19 and 34. Trench 11 (Figure 5, 
Plate 8) contained a single circular posthole/pit ([1103]) 0.23m wide and 0.9m deep. 

Whereas the small pits in trenches 19 and 34 ([1905], [3403]) (Figures 3 & 9, Plates 6 & 
9) were similar in shape, depth and fill. They were slightly sub circular in shape 

approximately 0.30m in width and 0.07m in depth with steep uneven sides and a shallow 

concave base. There was a single fill which had evidence of charcoal and burnt red clay, 

which could represent evidence of in-situ burning.  

4.4.3 A possible ditch terminus was seen in Trench 4 ([403]) (Figure 4, Plate 7) which was 

0.33m in width and 0.16m in depth with gentle sloping sides and a small concave base.  

4.4.4 Three modern features thought to be the cut and backfill of the geotechnical trail pits 

from January 2015 were seen in Trenches 8, 23 and 38.   

4.5 Conclusion 

4.5.1  A consistent deposition sequence was seen over the evaluation site with the natural 

geology of either chalk or clay-with-flints seen at an approximate depth of 0.30m. 

4.5.2 The possible urned cremation in Trench 19 and the small pits seen in trench 11, 19 and 

34 represent moderately significant archaeological potential and will require further 

investigations. 

4.5.3 There is moderate archaeological activity in the area dating to this time period with both 

Bronze Age and Iron Age activity within 1km of the Site represented by cropmarks, banjo 

enclosures and round barrows, with a number of flint scrapers and blades found within 

the site, possibly dating to the Bronze Age. A watching brief undertaken during the 

construction of the Basingstoke Crematorium to the south-west recovered Iron Age 

pottery (L-P:Archaeology, 2015). Therefore, it may be concluded that the urn and Site 

from part of a wider archaeological landscape. 
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5 ARCHIVE PRERARATION AND DEPOSITION  

5.1 The Site Archive 

5.1.1 The Site archive, to include all project records and cultural material produced by the 

project, will be prepared in accordance with ‘Guidelines for the Preparation of Excavation 

Archives for Long-term Storage’ (UKIC 1990) and the Institute for Archaeologists 

‘Standard and Guidance for the creation, compilation, transfer and deposition of 

archaeological archives’ (CIfA 2014). On completion of the project PCA will arrange for 

the archive to be deposited with the Hampshire Cultural Trust on behalf of Hampshire 

County Council. 

5.2 Copyright 

5.2.1 The full copyright of the written/illustrative archive relating to the site will be retained by 

Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 with 

all rights reserved. Hampshire County Council, however, will be granted an exclusive 

licence for the use of the archive for educational purposes, including academic research, 

providing that such use shall be non-profitmaking, and conforms to the Copyright and 

Related Rights regulations 2003. Further distribution and uses of the report either in its 

entirety or part thereof in paper or electronic form is prohibited without the prior consent 

of Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd. 

5.2.2 The licence extends to the use of all documents arising from this project in all matters 

relating directly to the project, as well as for bona fide research purposes (which includes 

the Hampshire County Council Archaeology and Historic Building Record). 

5.2.3 Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd has made every effort to ensure the accuracy of the 

content of this report. However, Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd cannot accept any 

liability in respect of, or resulting from, errors, inaccuracies or omissions this report 

contains.  
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Appendix 1: Trench Index 

Trench 
No. Context Type Description/ Depth (m) BGL 

1 
100 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.18m 
101 Subsoil 0.18 - 0.23m 
102 Natural 0.23m + 

2 
200 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.19m 
201 Subsoil 0.19 - 0.32m 
202 Natural 0.32m + 

3 

300 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.24m 
301 Subsoil 0.24 - 0.28m 
302 Natural 0.28m + 
303 Natural 0.28m + 

4 

400 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.16m 
401 Subsoil 0.16 - 0.30m 
402 Natural 0.30m + 
403 Cut Cut of small ditch 
404 Fill Fill of ditch [403] 

5 
500 Topsoil 0.00 -0.27m 
501 Subsoil 0.27m - 0.35m 
502 Natural 0.35m + 

6 
600 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.20m 
601 Subsoil 0.20 - 0.30m 
602 Natural 0.30m + 

7 
700 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.13m 
701 Subsoil 0.13m - 0.21m 
702 Natural 0.21m + 

8 
800 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.17m  
801 Subsoil 0.17m - 0.26m 
802 Natural 0.26m + 

9 
900 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.35m 
901 Natural 0.35m + 

10 
1000 Topsoil 0.00 -0.26m 
1001 Subsoil 0.26m - 0.36m 
1002 Natural 0.36m + 

11 

1100 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.30m  
1101 Subsoil 0.30 - 0.34m 
1102 Natural 0.34m + 
1103 Cut Cut of small pit/ posthole 
1104 Fill Fill of [1103] 

12 
1200 Topsoil 0.00 -0.17m 
1201 Subsoil 0.17m - 0.26m 
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1202 Natural 0.26m + 

13 
1300 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.25m 
1301 Subsoil 0.25 - 0.34m 
1302 Natural 0.34m + 

14 
1400 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.23m  
1401 Subsoil 0.23 -0.33m 
1402 Natural 0.33m + 

15 
1500 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.26m 
1501 Subsoil 0.26 - 0.30m  
1502 Natural 0.30m + 

16 
1600 Topsoil 0.00 -0.25m 
1601 Subsoil 0.25 - 0.31m 
1602 Natural 0.31m + 

17 
1700 Topsoil 0.00 -0.20m 
1701 Subsoil 0.20 - 0.27m 
1702 Natural 0.27m + 

18 
1800 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.23m 
1801 Subsoil 0.23 - 0.31m 
1802 Natural 0.31m + 

19 

1901 Topsoil 0.00m - 0.23m 
1902 Subsoil 0.24m - 0.31m  
1903 Natural 0.31m + 
1904 Feature Possible urned cremation  
1905 Fill Fill of pit [1906] 
1906 Cut Cut of small pit 

20 
2000 Topsoil 0.00 -0.22m 
2001 Subsoil 0.22 - 0.28m 
2002 Natural 0.28m + 

21 
2100 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.26m 
2101 Subsoil 0.26m - 0.35m 
2102 Natural 0.35m + 

22 
2201 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.17m 
2202 Subsoil 0.17 - 0.25m 
2203 Natural 0.25m + 

23 
2300 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.21m 
2301 Subsoil 0.21 - 0.27m 
2302 Natural 0.27m + 

24 
2401 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.22m 
2402 Subsoil 0.22 - 0.30m 
2403 Natural 0.30m + 

25 
2501 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.25m 
2502 Subsoil 0.25 - 0.30m  
2503 Natural 0.30m + 
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26 
2600 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.21m 
2601 Subsoil 0.21 - 0.23m 
2602 Natural 0.23m + 

27 
2700 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.22m  
2701 Subsoil 0.22 - 0.29m 
2702 Natural 0.29m + 

28 
2800 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.22m 
2801 Subsoil 0.22 - 0.30m 
2802 Natural 0.30m + 

29 
2901 Topsoil 0.00 -0.20m 
2902 Subsoil 0.20 - 0.32m 
2903 Natural 0.32m + 

30 
3001 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.20m 
3002 Subsoil 0.20 - 0.27m 
3003 Natural 0.27m + 

31 
3100 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.17m 
3101 Subsoil 0.17 - 0.23m 
3102 Natural 0.23m + 

32 
3200 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.18m 
3201 Subsoil 0.18 - 0.26m 
3202 Natural 0.26m + 

33 
3301 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.18m 
3302 Subsoil 0.18 - 0.29m 
3303 Natural 0.29m + 

34 

3400 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.17m  
3401 Subsoil 0.17 - 0.25m 
3402 Natural 0. 25m + 
3403 Cut Cut of small pit 
3404 Fill Fill of [3403] 

35 
3500 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.25m 
3501 Subsoil 0.25 - 035m 
3502 Natural 0.35m + 

36 
3600 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.19m 
3601 Subsoil 0.19 - 0.26m 
3602 Natural 0.26m + 

37 
3700 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.23m 
3701 Subsoil 0.23 - 0.30m 
3702 Natural 0.30m + 

38 
3801 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.25m 
3802 Subsoil 0.25 - 0.31m 
3803 Natural 0.31m + 

39 
3900 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.26m 
3901 Subsoil 0.26 - 0.37m 
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3902 Natural 0.37m + 

40 
4001 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.25m 
4002 Subsoil 0.25 - 0.32m 
4003 Natural 0.32m + 

41 
4101 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.20m 
4102 Subsoil 0.20 - 0.32m 
4103 Natural 0.32m + 

42 
4201 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.20m 
4202 Subsoil 0.20 - 0.31m 
4203 Natural 0.31m + 
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Appendix 2: Photographs (Plates 1 – 9) 

Plate 1 – Site Overview, looking west. 

Plate 2 –Trench 16, looking north -west  
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Plate 3 – Representative Section Trench 7, looking north-west 
 

 
Plate 4 – Representative Section trench 42, looking north-east 
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Plate 5 – Pre-Ex shot of in situ possible cremation urn, [1904] 
 

Plate 6 – Plan view of fully excavated small pit with burning [1905] 
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Plate 7 – Ditch terminus [403], looking north-east 
 

Plate 8 – Section of small pit [1103], looking south-west 
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Plate 9 – Section of small pit with burning [3403], looking south-east 
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Appendix 3: OASIS Record  
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1.8m, with the remains of an in situ urn, possibly an urned cremation 

burial, being identified. Also uncovered was three small pits, two with 

evidence of burning, and a possible ditch terminus 
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Plan of Trench 4 and Sections 5A and 5C
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Plan of Trench 11 and Sections 1F and 1G
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Plan of Trench 34 and Sections 7E and 7G
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	1 Non – Technical Summary
	Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd (PCA) was appointed by Ecus Ltd to undertake an archaeological evaluation at New Cemetery, North Waltham, Basingstoke, Hampshire (NGR SU 55837 45176), hereafter ‘the Site’. The Site is the subject of a new cemetery includ...
	The remains of an in situ urn, possibly an urned cremation burial, was identified. Also uncovered were three small pits, two with evidence of burning, and a possible ditch terminus. The possible urned cremation in Trench 19 and the small pits seen in ...


	2 Introduction
	2.1 Project Background
	2.1.1 Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd (PCA) was appointed by Ecus Ltd to undertake an archaeological evaluation at New Cemetery, North Waltham, Basingstoke, Hampshire (NGR SU 55837 45176), hereafter ‘the Site’ (Figure 1 & 2). The Site is the subject of ...
	2.1.2 The archaeological evaluation was required, in keeping with NPPF Section 12 and Local Plan Policy, by the Local Planning Authority (LPA) Basingstoke and Dean Borough Council to provide information concerning the archaeological implications of th...

	No development shall commence on site until an archaeological investigation of the site has been carried out in accordance with a written scheme of investigation, which has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The...
	2.1.3 This report provides the result of evaluation, which comprised 42 trenches opened between the 12th and 19th September 2016, the digging of 11 geotechnical pits was also monitored and the works were intended to address the requirement of conditio...

	2.2 Location, Topography and Geology
	2.2.1 The Site is a sub-rectangular area of land 6.4 hectors in area and is located to the south of the village of North Waltham and Basingstoke 9km to the north-east. The Site is situated to the north-east of the existing Basingstoke Crematorium, wit...
	2.2.2 The Site slopes gently down at an even gradient from 150m AOD on the north side to 136m AOD in the southeast corner.
	2.2.3 The British Geological Survey (BGS, 2016) maps the underlying bedrock geology as Chalk formations with superficial deposits of Clay-with-Flints.


	3 Aim
	3.1 Archaeological Evaluation
	3.1.1 The aim of the archaeological evaluation was to determine the character, extent, date, condition and significance of archaeological resources that may survive within the Site, taking account of their potential to contain biological and palaeo-en...
	3.1.2 This document reports on the results of the evaluation and aims to provide sufficient information so that the future treatment of archaeological resources identified within the site, in respect of the proposed development, may be determined.


	4 Results
	4.1 Introduction
	4.1.1 The following presents a summary of the evaluation results based upon the Site archive, which comprises a Site diary, trench recording sheets, context sheets, Site drawings and digital photographs. A summary of recorded contexts is provided in a...

	4.2 Methodology
	4.2.1 The archaeological evaluation was undertaken following the methodology that was detailed in the Written Scheme of Investigation (L-P:Archaeology, 2016), which was approved on behalf of the Local Planning Authority in advance of the commencement ...
	4.2.2 The evaluation comprised the excavation of 42 trenches measuring 30m x 1.8m (Figure 2 & Plate 1). The location of the trenches was intended to provide a sample of any
	surviving below ground archaeological resources.

	4.3 Summary of Deposition Sequence
	4.3.1 The deposition sequence shown by the evaluation trenches was relatively constant across the whole site, with evidence of both chalk and clay-with-flints seen in every trench at an average depth of 0.30m BGL (Figure 7, Plates 2 & 3, 4).
	Slight difference in the top soil and subsoil can be seen in most trenches with the diffuse interface at average depth of 0.23m BGL, although sub soil was not recorded in every trench.
	4.3.2 Evidence of glacial and plough scarring was seen across the site.

	4.4 Archaeological Features
	4.4.1 The remains of an in situ urn, possibly an urned cremation burial, ([1904]) were identified in Trench 19 (Figure 3 and Plate 5); this was not excavated as a part of the evaluation. The vessel had an approximate diameter of 0.28m and is likely to...
	4.4.2 Three small pits or post holes were seen in Trench 11, 19 and 34. Trench 11 (Figure 5, Plate 8) contained a single circular posthole/pit ([1103]) 0.23m wide and 0.9m deep. Whereas the small pits in trenches 19 and 34 ([1905], [3403]) (Figures 3 ...
	4.4.3 A possible ditch terminus was seen in Trench 4 ([403]) (Figure 4, Plate 7) which was 0.33m in width and 0.16m in depth with gentle sloping sides and a small concave base.
	4.4.4 Three modern features thought to be the cut and backfill of the geotechnical trail pits from January 2015 were seen in Trenches 8, 23 and 38.

	4.5 Conclusion
	4.5.1  A consistent deposition sequence was seen over the evaluation site with the natural geology of either chalk or clay-with-flints seen at an approximate depth of 0.30m.
	4.5.2 The possible urned cremation in Trench 19 and the small pits seen in trench 11, 19 and 34 represent moderately significant archaeological potential and will require further investigations.
	4.5.3 There is moderate archaeological activity in the area dating to this time period with both Bronze Age and Iron Age activity within 1km of the Site represented by cropmarks, banjo enclosures and round barrows, with a number of flint scrapers and ...


	5 Archive Preraration and Deposition
	5.1 The Site Archive
	5.1.1 The Site archive, to include all project records and cultural material produced by the project, will be prepared in accordance with ‘Guidelines for the Preparation of Excavation Archives for Long-term Storage’ (UKIC 1990) and the Institute for A...

	5.2 Copyright
	5.2.1 The full copyright of the written/illustrative archive relating to the site will be retained by Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 with all rights reserved. Hampshire County Council, however, will be ...
	5.2.2 The licence extends to the use of all documents arising from this project in all matters relating directly to the project, as well as for bona fide research purposes (which includes the Hampshire County Council Archaeology and Historic Building ...
	5.2.3 Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd has made every effort to ensure the accuracy of the content of this report. However, Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd cannot accept any liability in respect of, or resulting from, errors, inaccuracies or omissions this...
	contains.
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