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1 ABSTRACT 

Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd (PCA) was appointed by CgMs Consulting to undertake an 

archaeological evaluation on land south-west of Ludgershall, Wiltshire. The Site is the subject of a 

housing development proposal for which a planning application is to be prepared for submission to 

the Local Planning Authority Wiltshire County Council. A total of 34 30m X 2m trenches were 

proposed, arranged over the Site area and targeting possible archaeological resources identified by 

geophysical survey. A total of 33 trenches were opened with trench 23 not being excavated owing to 

the presence of a mains foul pipe. The evaluation was completed in keeping with the Written Scheme 

of Investigation, except for the excavation of trench 23. 

The evaluation revealed archaeology of moderate interest in the eastern part of the Site in the form of 

a ditch in Trench 7, from which pottery dating from the Roman period was recovered. A small number 

of other features were also identified, such as the features in Trench 3 and 9, however these all 

appeared modern in date and did not represent significant archaeological resources.  
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2 INTRODUCTION 

 Project Background 2.1

2.1.1 Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd (PCA) was appointed by CgMs Consulting to undertake 

an archaeological evaluation on land south-west of Ludgershall, Wiltshire (Figure 1), 

hereafter ‘the Site’ (NGR SU 26944 50514). The Site is the subject of a housing 

development proposal for which a planning application is to be prepared for submission 

to the Local Planning Authority Wiltshire County Council. 
2.1.2 The evaluation forms part of a staged approach to understanding the archaeological 

implications of the proposed development in order to inform, and satisfy the requirements 

of, the Local Planning Authority. This stage was informed by the results of a geophysical 

survey (Stratascan 2016) and advice provided to CgMs Consulting by Clare King, 

Assistant County Archaeologist (ACA) for Wiltshire County Council. 

2.1.3 A total of 34, 30m X 2m trenches were proposed, arranged over the Site and targeting 

possible archaeological resources identified by geophysical survey. A total of 33 

trenches were opened with trench 23 being left due to the presence of a mains foul pipe. 

2.1.4 This document has been prepared in accordance with the Chartered Institute for 

Archaeologists standard and guidance for archaeological field evaluation (CIfA 2014) 

and Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (Historic England, 

2015).  

 Location, Topography and Geology  2.2

2.2.1 The Site, an area of approximately 17ha, is located to the south-west of the current 

settlement of Ludgershall. The site comprises of arable farmland with Andover Road 

running along the northern boundary. The Site is accessed from the north-west from 

Empress Way. 

2.2.2 The Site is fairly flat and slopes gently from the north down to the south, lying between 

110m and 120m above Ordnance Datum. 

2.2.3 The underlying natural geology of the Site is mapped as ‘Seaford Chalk Formation’; 

sedimentary bedrock formed approximately 83 to 89 million years ago in the late 

Cretaceous Period (British Geological Survey 2014). Although there are no superficial 

geological deposits listed as being present on Site, there are ‘head’ deposits very close 

to the Site where clay-with-flint capped much of the natural chalk. 

 Archaeological and Historical Background 2.3

2.3.1 The Site lies in an area of known archaeological sites, findspots and monuments, 

including the historic settlement of Ludgershall, documented since the 11th century, and 

medieval Ludgershall Castle. Finds of earlier periods indicate later prehistoric and 

Romano-British activity in the vicinity of Ludgershall, but no clear focus or type of activity 

in these periods has been identified. 
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2.3.2 A geophysical survey (Stratascan 2016) appeared to indicate sub-surface anomalies of 

possible archaeological character including linear and discrete anomalies in the north-

eastern extent of the Site. 
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3 AIM 

 Archaeological Evaluation 3.1

3.1.1 The aim of the archaeological evaluation was to determine the presence or absence of 

archaeological resources within the Site and, where present, determine their nature, 

extent, date, condition and significance, taking account of their potential to contain 

biological and palaeo-environmental remains. 

3.1.2 This report on the evaluation aims to provide a context for any archaeological resource 

that was identified and provide sufficient information so that the future treatment of that 

resource, in respect of the proposed housing development, can be determined in 

consultation with the archaeological advisor to the Local Planning Authority. 
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4 RESULTS 

 Introduction 4.1

4.1.1 The following presents a summary of the evaluation results based upon the Site archive 

which comprises and Site dairy, trench recording sheets, context sheet, site drawings 

and digital photographs.  

4.1.2 A summary of recorded contexts is provided in a Trench Index in Appendix 1 and a 

selection of photographs of the trenches and trench sections in Appendix 2. The archive 

is held at PCA’s Winchester office under the Site code EWLW16 and will in due course 

be deposited with the Wiltshire Heritage Museum. 

 Methodology  4.2

4.2.1 The archaeological evaluation was undertaken following the methodology that was 

detailed in the Written Scheme of Investigation (PCA, 2016), which was approved on 

behalf of the Local Planning Authority in advance of the commencement of works. 

4.2.2 The evaluation comprised of 34 30m X 2m trenches, with a total 33 being opened; trench 

23 was not opened due a mains foul pipe (Figure 2, Plates 1&2).  

 Summary of Deposition Sequence 4.3

4.3.1 The deposit sequence shown by the evaluation trenches was generally consistent across 

the Site (Figure 6, Plate 2 & 3). The trenches demonstrated a topsoil and subsoil above 

the natural, with both chalk and clay-with-flints seen at an average depth of 0.28m below 

ground level (BGL). 

4.3.2 Evidence of late Post-medieval - Modern material was evident across the site, 

particularly to the north, including Ceramic Building Material (CBM), glass and other 

ceramics.  

 Archaeological Features  4.4

4.4.1 A single linear was identified in Trench 7 ([704]) (Figure 3, Plate 5), 1.59m wide, 0.46m 

in depth, running east-west across the trench. To the north the sides were straight with a 

gradual slope whereas the southern side was convex with a sharp break of slope; it had 

a rounded base. A single fill was seen ((403)), clayey silt, with pottery and CBM and 

animal bone recovered, all thought to date to the Roman period (Appendix 3).  

4.4.2 Trench 3 revealed a small linear feature ([304]) (Figure 4, Plate 6), running east-west 

across the trench. The single fill contained modern CBM and pottery. 

4.4.3 Trench 9 revealed a small sub-circular pit (Figure 5, Plate 7), containing evidence of 

burning and charcoal; this feature was not dated but is thought to be relatively modern in 

date.  
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 Conclusion 4.5

4.5.1 The evaluation revealed archaeology of moderate interest in the eastern part of the Site 

in the form of a ditch in Trench 7, from which pottery dating from the Roman period was 

recovered.  

4.5.2 A small number of other features were also identified, such as the features in Trench 3 

and 9, however these all appeared modern in date and did not represent significant 

archaeological resources. 
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5 ARCHIVE PRERARATION AND DEPOSITION  

 The Site Archive 5.1

5.1.1 The Site archive, to include all project records and cultural material produced by the 

project, will be prepared in accordance with ‘Guidelines for the Preparation of Excavation 

Archives for Long-term Storage’ (UKIC 1990) and the Institute for Archaeologists 

‘Standard and Guidance for the creation, compilation, transfer and deposition of 

archaeological archives’ (CIfA 2014). On completion of the project PCA will arrange for 

the archive to be deposited with the Wiltshire Heritage Museum. 

 Copyright 5.2

5.2.1 The full copyright of the written/illustrative archive relating to the site will be retained by 

Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 with 

all rights reserved. Wiltshire County Council, however, will be granted an exclusive 

licence for the use of the archive for educational purposes, including academic research, 

providing that such use shall be non-profitmaking, and conforms to the Copyright and 

Related Rights regulations 2003. Further distribution and uses of the report either in its 

entirety or part thereof in paper or electronic form is prohibited without the prior consent 

of Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd. 

5.2.2 The licence extends to the use of all documents arising from this project in all matters 

relating directly to the project, as well as for bona fide research purposes (which includes 

the Wiltshire and Swindon Historic Environment Record). 

5.2.3 Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd has made every effort to ensure the accuracy of the 

content of this report. However, Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd cannot accept any 

liability in respect of, or resulting from, errors, inaccuracies or omissions this report 

contains.  

  



Land South-West of Ludgershall, Wiltshire: An Archaeological Evaluation 
© Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited, October 2016 
 

 
 
PCA REPORT NO. R12655  Page 11 of 25 
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Appendix 1: Trench Index 

Trench 
No. Context Type Description/ Depth (m) BGL Finds?  

1 

100 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.17m - 
101 Subsoil 0.17m - 0.24m  - 

102 Natural  0.24m + - 

2 

200 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.20m - 

201 Subsoil 0.20 - 0.27m - 

202 Natural  0.27m + - 

3 

300 Topsoil 0.00 -0.18m - 

301 Subsoil 0.18 - 0.25m  - 
302 Natural  0.25m + - 
303 Fill Modern fill of [304] - 

304 Cut Cut of modern ditch Pottery, CBM  

4 

400 Topsoil 0.00 -0.22m  - 

401 Subsoil 0.22 - 0.30m - 

402 Natural  0.30m + - 

5 

500 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.24m - 

501 Subsoil 0.24 - 0.31m - 

502 Natural  0.31m + - 

6 

600 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.18m  - 

601 Subsoil 0.18m - 0.25m - 

602 Natural  0.25m + - 

7 

700 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.28m - 

701 Subsoil 0.28m - 0.37m - 
702 Natural  0.37m + - 

703 Fill Fill of Roman ditch [704] Pottery, CBM, 
Bone  

704 Cut Cut of Roman ditch  - 

8 

800 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.19m - 

801 Subsoil 0.19m - 0.31m - 

802 Natural  0.31m + - 

9 

900 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.13m - 

901 Subsoil 0.13m - 0.29m  - 
902 Natural  0.29m + - 
903 Cut Cut of small pit - 

904 Fill Fill of pit [903] - 

10 1000 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.19m  - 



Land South-West of Ludgershall, Wiltshire: An Archaeological Evaluation 
© Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited, October 2016 
 

 
 
PCA REPORT NO. R12655  Page 14 of 25 

1001 Subsoil 0.19m - 0.26m  - 

1002 Natural  0.26m + - 

11 

1100 Topsoil 0.00 -0.20m - 

1101 Subsoil 0.20m - 0.25m - 

1102 Natural  0.25m +  - 

12 

1200 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.17m  - 

1201 Subsoil 0.17m - 0.33m  - 

1202 Natural  0.33m +  - 

13 

1300 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.16m - 

1301 Subsoil 0.16m - 0.31m - 

1302 Natural  0.31m +  - 

14 

1400 Topsoil 0.00 -0.21m  - 

1401 Subsoil 0.21 - 0.30m - 

1402 Natural  0.30m + - 

15 

1500 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.13m - 

1501 Subsoil 0.13 - 0.30m  - 

1502 Natural  30m+ - 

16 

1600 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.22m  - 

1601 Subsoil 0.22m - 0.28m - 

1602 Natural  0.28m + - 

17 

1700 Topsoil 0.00 -0.21m  - 

1701 Subsoil 0.21 - 0.26m - 

1702 Natural  0.26m + - 

18 

1800 Topsoil 0.00 -0.19m - 

1801 Subsoil 0.19 - 0.24m - 

1802 Natural  0.24m + - 

19 

1900 Topsoil 0.00 -0.18m  - 

1901 Subsoil 0.18 - 0.23m  - 

1902 Natural  0.23m + - 

20 
2000 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.29m  - 
2002 Natural  0.29m +  - 

21 

2100 Topsoil 0.00 -0.19m  - 
2101 Subsoil 0.19 - 0.25m  - 
2102 Natural  0.25m +  - 

22 

2200 Topsoil 0.00 -0.20m - 
2201 Subsoil 0.20 - 0.25m - 
2202 Natural  0.25m+ - 

23 Not Opened  
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24 

2400 Topsoil 0.00 -0.18m  - 
2401 Subsoil 0.18m - 0.26m  - 
2402 Natural  0.26m + - 

25 

2500 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.19m - 
2501 Subsoil 0.19 - 0.25m  - 
2502 Natural  0.25m + - 

26 

2600 Topsoil 0.00 -0.18m  - 
2601 Subsoil 0.18 - 0.24m - 
2602 Natural  0.24m + - 

27 

2700 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.19m - 
2701 Subsoil 0.19 - 0.16m - 
2702 Natural  0.26m + - 

28 

2800 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.15m  - 
2801 Subsoil 0.15 - 0.30m  - 
2802 Natural  0.30m + - 

29 

2900 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.19m - 
2901 Subsoil 0.19 - 0.24m  - 
2902 Natural  0.24m + - 

30 

3000 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.17m  - 
3001 Subsoil 0.17 - 0.22m - 
3002 Natural  0.22m + - 

31 

3100 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.20m - 
3101 Subsoil 0.20 -0.30m - 
3102 Natural  0.30m + - 

32 

3200 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.15m  - 
3201 Subsoil 0.15 - 0.26m - 
3202 Natural  0.26m + - 

33 

3300 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.20m - 
3301 Subsoil 0.20 - 0.27m  - 
3302 Natural  0.27m + - 

34 

3400 Topsoil 0.00 - 0.17m  - 
3401 Subsoil 0.17 - 0.22m - 
3402 Natural  0.22m + - 
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Appendix 2: Photographs (Plates 1 – 6) 
 

 
Plate 1 – Site Overview 
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Plate 2 – Trench 17, looking east 
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Plate 3 – Representative Section of Trench 1, looking north  
 

 
Plate 4 – Representative Section of Trench 33, looking south 
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Plate 4 – Ditch section [704], looking west 
 

 
Plate 5 – Ditch section [304], looking west 
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Plate 6 – Section of small pit [903], looking south-west  
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Appendix 3: Artefact Summary Assessment 

Artefact Summary Assessment: EWLW16 
Introduction 
This summary assessment provides an overview of the artefact assemblage recovered from an 

archaeological evaluation at Land South-West of Ludgershall, Wiltshire (Site code: EWLW16). The 

archaeological investigation produced a small assemblage of pottery, animal bone and Ceramic 

Building Material (CBM). The artefacts were found from two contexts, one associated with a linear 

feature and the other from topsoil above the linear feature. 

The Pottery Assemblage 
The pottery assemblage recovered from EWLW16 appears to derive from the same broad time 

period; the Romano-British period (AD43-410).  

All of the pottery (42 sherds) was recovered from context (703), the fill of linear feature [704]. Three 

broad types were identified; Fine Greyware, Coarse Greyware and Oxfordshire Ware. The greywares 

derive from a number of different vessels, however identifying vessel type is difficult owing to the 

nature and size of the individual sherds from the assemblage. Furthermore, although this pottery can 

be broadly dated to the Romano-British period, it is difficult to narrow down a more specific date. Two 

small sherds, including a rim sherd, of Oxfordshire Ware were also recovered. The Oxfordshire ware 

is more easily dateable than the Greywares and is likely to derive from the 3rd or 4th century AD. 

CBM 
A small piece of Tegula was recovered from the topsoil, [700], located directly above linear feature 

[704]. The tile is likely to date to the Romano-British period. 

Animal Bone 
A small collection of animal bones was recovered from fill (703). It comprised five pieces of large 

mammal bone and four pieces of small mammal bone. It is likely that the large mammal bone is 

bovine (in particular the vertebrae). However, the small mammal bones are to degraded to distinguish 

any specific species. 

Context Material  Quantity Weight 
(g) Type Other Comment Date Range 

700 CBM 1 171 Tegula Small degraded section of tegula tile (from topsoil)  Romano British 

703 

Pottery 

32 501 Fine 
Greyware 

A collection of greyware pottery from a variety of 
vessels. 2 base sherds and 2 rim sherds Romano British 

8 489 Coarse 
Greyware All wall sherds from more than 1 vessel Romano British 

2 14 Oxfordshire 
Ware 

1 rim sherd and 1 degraded wall sherd. Likely 
3rd/4th century Romano British 

Animal 
Bone 

5 144 Large 
Mammal 1 vertabrae, 2 (?) Scapula, 1 Rib, 1 undiagnostic N/A 

4 14 Small 
Mammal 1 long bone, 1 phalanges, 2 undiagnostic N/A 

Table 1 Artefact quantification and descriptions 
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Conclusions and Recommendations 
All pottery from the archaeological evaluation can be broadly described as being from the Romano-

British period, suggesting that evidence for activity can be limited to this period. All datable artefacts 

were recovered from secure contexts and can provide terminus post quem for all features.  

Although the pottery represents good dating evidence, the nature of the assemblage does not lend 

itself to further investigation at this time. Furthermore, it is not recommended that publication 

photographs or illustrations are necessary. 
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30m X 2m trenches were proposed, arranged over the Site area and 
targeting possible archaeological resources identified by geophysical 
survey. A total of 33 trenches were opened with trench 23 being left due to 
the presence of a mains foul pipe. The evaluation was completed largely in 
keeping with the Written Scheme of Investigation. The evaluation revealed 
moderately significant archaeology in the east of the site in the form the 
ditch, probably dating to the Roman period. A number of other features 
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Figure 1
Site Location

1:2,000,000 and 1:20,000 at A4
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	1 abstract
	Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd (PCA) was appointed by CgMs Consulting to undertake an archaeological evaluation on land south-west of Ludgershall, Wiltshire. The Site is the subject of a housing development proposal for which a planning application is ...
	The evaluation revealed archaeology of moderate interest in the eastern part of the Site in the form of a ditch in Trench 7, from which pottery dating from the Roman period was recovered. A small number of other features were also identified, such as ...


	2 Introduction
	2.1 Project Background
	2.1.1 Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd (PCA) was appointed by CgMs Consulting to undertake an archaeological evaluation on land south-west of Ludgershall, Wiltshire (Figure 1), hereafter ‘the Site’ (NGR SU 26944 50514). The Site is the subject of a housi...
	2.1.2 The evaluation forms part of a staged approach to understanding the archaeological implications of the proposed development in order to inform, and satisfy the requirements of, the Local Planning Authority. This stage was informed by the results...
	2.1.3 A total of 34, 30m X 2m trenches were proposed, arranged over the Site and targeting possible archaeological resources identified by geophysical survey. A total of 33 trenches were opened with trench 23 being left due to the presence of a mains ...
	2.1.4 This document has been prepared in accordance with the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists standard and guidance for archaeological field evaluation (CIfA 2014) and Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (Historic England...

	2.2 Location, Topography and Geology
	2.2.1 The Site, an area of approximately 17ha, is located to the south-west of the current settlement of Ludgershall. The site comprises of arable farmland with Andover Road running along the northern boundary. The Site is accessed from the north-west...
	2.2.2 The Site is fairly flat and slopes gently from the north down to the south, lying between 110m and 120m above Ordnance Datum.
	2.2.3 The underlying natural geology of the Site is mapped as ‘Seaford Chalk Formation’; sedimentary bedrock formed approximately 83 to 89 million years ago in the late Cretaceous Period (British Geological Survey 2014). Although there are no superfic...

	2.3 Archaeological and Historical Background
	2.3.1 The Site lies in an area of known archaeological sites, findspots and monuments, including the historic settlement of Ludgershall, documented since the 11th century, and medieval Ludgershall Castle. Finds of earlier periods indicate later prehis...
	2.3.2 A geophysical survey (Stratascan 2016) appeared to indicate sub-surface anomalies of possible archaeological character including linear and discrete anomalies in the north-eastern extent of the Site.


	3 Aim
	3.1 Archaeological Evaluation
	3.1.1 The aim of the archaeological evaluation was to determine the presence or absence of archaeological resources within the Site and, where present, determine their nature, extent, date, condition and significance, taking account of their potential...
	3.1.2 This report on the evaluation aims to provide a context for any archaeological resource that was identified and provide sufficient information so that the future treatment of that resource, in respect of the proposed housing development, can be ...


	4 Results
	4.1 Introduction
	4.1.1 The following presents a summary of the evaluation results based upon the Site archive which comprises and Site dairy, trench recording sheets, context sheet, site drawings and digital photographs.
	4.1.2 A summary of recorded contexts is provided in a Trench Index in Appendix 1 and a selection of photographs of the trenches and trench sections in Appendix 2. The archive is held at PCA’s Winchester office under the Site code EWLW16 and will in du...

	4.2 Methodology
	4.2.1 The archaeological evaluation was undertaken following the methodology that was detailed in the Written Scheme of Investigation (PCA, 2016), which was approved on behalf of the Local Planning Authority in advance of the commencement of works.
	4.2.2 The evaluation comprised of 34 30m X 2m trenches, with a total 33 being opened; trench 23 was not opened due a mains foul pipe (Figure 2, Plates 1&2).

	4.3 Summary of Deposition Sequence
	4.3.1 The deposit sequence shown by the evaluation trenches was generally consistent across the Site (Figure 6, Plate 2 & 3). The trenches demonstrated a topsoil and subsoil above the natural, with both chalk and clay-with-flints seen at an average de...
	4.3.2 Evidence of late Post-medieval - Modern material was evident across the site, particularly to the north, including Ceramic Building Material (CBM), glass and other ceramics.

	4.4 Archaeological Features
	4.4.1 A single linear was identified in Trench 7 ([704]) (Figure 3, Plate 5), 1.59m wide, 0.46m in depth, running east-west across the trench. To the north the sides were straight with a gradual slope whereas the southern side was convex with a sharp ...
	4.4.2 Trench 3 revealed a small linear feature ([304]) (Figure 4, Plate 6), running east-west across the trench. The single fill contained modern CBM and pottery.
	4.4.3 Trench 9 revealed a small sub-circular pit (Figure 5, Plate 7), containing evidence of burning and charcoal; this feature was not dated but is thought to be relatively modern in date.

	4.5 Conclusion
	4.5.1 The evaluation revealed archaeology of moderate interest in the eastern part of the Site in the form of a ditch in Trench 7, from which pottery dating from the Roman period was recovered.
	4.5.2 A small number of other features were also identified, such as the features in Trench 3 and 9, however these all appeared modern in date and did not represent significant archaeological resources.

	4.6

	5 Archive Preraration and Deposition
	5.1 The Site Archive
	5.1.1 The Site archive, to include all project records and cultural material produced by the project, will be prepared in accordance with ‘Guidelines for the Preparation of Excavation Archives for Long-term Storage’ (UKIC 1990) and the Institute for A...

	5.2 Copyright
	5.2.1 The full copyright of the written/illustrative archive relating to the site will be retained by Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 with all rights reserved. Wiltshire County Council, however, will be ...
	5.2.2 The licence extends to the use of all documents arising from this project in all matters relating directly to the project, as well as for bona fide research purposes (which includes the Wiltshire and Swindon Historic Environment Record).
	5.2.3 Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd has made every effort to ensure the accuracy of the content of this report. However, Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd cannot accept any liability in respect of, or resulting from, errors, inaccuracies or omissions this...
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