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1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

INTRODUCTION

Three test pits, each approximately 2m by 4m in plan, and a larger 5m by 5m trench were
excavated by Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited (PCA) at the site of the Kings Mall Car Park,
Glenthorne Road and Beadon Road in the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham
between the 12" and the 16" of May 2014. The investigation was centred at TQ 2309 7869
(Figure 1).

The works was undertaken in accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation prepared by
PCA (Moore 2013). Both the trench and the test pits were excavated by machine fitted with a
flat bladed grading bucket. A Leica GPS system was used to set out the test pits and the trench,

which were located as follows (also see Figure 1):

Test Pit Centre Centre Approximate
easting northing Surface Elevation

TP1 523095.338 | 178720.519 | 3.90m OD

TP2 523091.590 | 178738.673 | 3.90m OD

TP3 523119.301 | 178720.538 | 3.90m OD

Trench 1 523104.222 | 178707.314 | 3.90m OD

The site occupies a plot of land which previously stood as the Kings Mall car park and the West
45 Building. Historically, the site remained as farmland until the second half of the 19" century
when the area was developed with roads, houses and gardens. A previous geotechnical
investigation had identified a likely palaesochannel bisecting the site and the test pits and the
trench executed during the current investigation were all positioned over the likely channel in

order to delineate its extent.

PCA were commissioned for the work by CgMs Consulting acting on behalf of St George West
London. The project was managed for PCA by Chris Mayo and supervised by the author.

The project was monitored on behalf of the local planning authority by the Greater London

Archaeological Advisory Service (GLAAS) at Historic England.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESULTS

Test Pit 1

Within Test Pit 1, the earliest deposit encountered comprised firm to stiff mid- to dark bluish
grey sandy clay, which was first seen at a height of -0.40m OD. This had the appearance of
weathered London Clay, and the deposit was excavated to a height of circa -1.00m OD. Sealing
this was an alluvial deposit comprising soft fine grained dark brown peaty sandy silt with very
occasional small sub-rounded stones. This was first encountered at a height of approximately
-0.10m OD. It was in turn sealed by a 0.50m-thick waterlain deposit comprising moderately
loose mid-grey fine silty sand first seen at +0.40m OD. This was superseded by another alluvial
deposit comprising soft mid- to dark grey fine grained sandy silt to sandy clay first observed at
+2.50m OD. Overlying this at a maximum height of +2.90m OD was a brickearth like deposit of
mottled mid-grey and reddish brown coarse grained sandy clay with very occasional small sub-
rounded stones. Sealing this deposit was a 0.50m-thick layer of modern made ground followed

by the present concrete slab.
Test Pit 2

This test pit was excavated to a lowest level of +0.90m OD. The earliest deposit seen was the
natural gravel, consistent with the Kempton Park Gravels, which underlie the area. It comprised
moderately poorly to poorly sorted medium to fine sub-rounded flint gravel in a loose coarse
grained reddish brown sand matrix. This deposit was first seen at a height of +1.40m OD and
was overlain directly by late post-medieval or modern made ground consisting of dark greyish
brown sandy silt with frequent pockets of brick and concrete rubble, extending to the current

ground surface
Test Pit 3

Test Pit 3 was excavated to a depth of +0.90m OD. The lower 0.30m of the stratigraphic
sequence consisted of a deposit of natural gravel identical to that seen in Test Pit 2. However,
here it was overlain by an alluvial deposit comprising soft mottled reddish brown and light bluish
grey slightly sandy clay with frequent iron staining reaching a height of +1.60m OD. Sealing this
was another 0.50m thick alluvial deposit comprising slightly sandy light grey clay with frequent
iron staining. Overlying this was a 0.50m-thick brickearth-like deposit identical to that in Test Pit
1. The upper part of the sequence was comprised of modern made ground sealed by the

concrete slab forming the current ground surface.
Trench 1

In Trench 1, at a height of +2.08m OD, the earliest deposit encountered was a layer of soft light
brownish-grey silty alluvial clay, [3], with very occasional small angular clay stone and frequent
iron staining throughout. This was sealed at a height of +2.88m OD by a layer of horticultural
soil comprising friable light greyish brown sandy silt with frequent small sub-angular and sub-

rounded stones [2]. In the western part of the trench, the horticultural soil was truncated by a
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north-south aligned 19™ century brick wall, [1]. The brick base of a fireplace extended to the

west from the wall in the northwest corner of the trench.

3

Overview of Test Pit 3. Looking eat—south

P RO et 3
east.
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3.1

3.2

Overview of Trench 1 (1m scale). Looking north.

CONCLUSIONS

The excavated trench and test pits have demonstrated that widespread truncation has occurred
across the site in the 19" and 20™ century. It was anticipated in an Archaeological Impact
Assessment (Hawkins 2013) that gravel quarrying was likely to have had a significant impact
on the buried archaeological resource; however in two of the three test pits excavated, a
brickearth-like deposit (Langley silt) survived over the Kempton Park gravels or alluvial silts,
which demonstrate that at least some parts of the site had not been subject to quarrying.

This geotechnical work discovered alluvial clays and peat in a number of the window samples
carried out. This was seen as indicative of the presence of a palaeochannel bisecting the
development site. The current investigation also identified alluvial deposits in all but Test Pit 2.
In Test Pit 2, the Kempton Park gravel was overlain directly by modern made ground. The
absence of alluvium along with the height of the gravels in this test pit suggests that it was not
located within the channel. When considering the sequence uncovered during the current
investigation along with the previous geotechnical investigation it seems likely that the
palaeochannel was aligned approximately west to east towards the southern boundary of the
site.
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