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INTRODUCTION

Between the 21st February 2007 and 28" February 2007 a further archaeological
watching brief was conducted by Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd. at Ropemaker
Street, Islington, London EC2 complementing the work undertaken during September
and October 2006 (RMZ 06).

The watching brief was to monitor works undertaken at the corner of Finsbury Street
and Ropemaker Street, the south-eastern corner of the site, where a cellar was
reduced to the same basement formation level as already reached elsewhere on the

site.

This watching brief has the site code RMZ 06.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY

The archaeological watching brief was conducted on a roughly triangular area of
former cellar covering approximately 210 square metres (Fig. 1). This area was
defined on its eastern and southern sides by the pile probing works in the southeast
corner of the site undertaken in 2006. The area was first reduced to the top of the
cellar's concrete slab at a depth of 3.20m, and then that slab was broken out to reveal

London Clay.

All obstructions, consisting the remnants of an interior cellar wall and some concrete
overspill from the piling probe operations in 2006, were also removed. Once London
Clay was reached no further ground reduction occurred. All ground reduction work

was carried out by machine under archaeological supervision.

Archaeological recording was again limited to observation from the top of the trench
edges, and consisted of drawing a plan of the revealed deposits at 1:50 and recording

all deposits on pro-forma context sheets.

! Langthorne, J Y 2006 An Archaeological Watching Brief at Ropemaker Street, Islington,
London EC2 Pre-Construct Archaeology Unpublished Report.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION

The earliest deposit seen was natural London Clay [11] a fairly compact,
orange/brown clay with no discernible inclusions. This was encountered across the

base of the excavated area at a maximum height of 9.85m OD

Layer [11] was sealed by a concrete slab, which varied between 0.50m and 1.00m
thick. This slab had formed the floor of a cellar in a modern building previously

occupying the site.

Overlying the concrete slab was a thick layer of modern made ground [10]. A fairly
loose, mid greyish brown sandy silt with moderate concrete and brick fragment and
rebar inclusions. This layer covered the entire reduced area and was approximately
3.15m — 3.65m thick. The made ground was encountered at a maximum height of
14.00m OD.

No archaeological deposits were found within the excavated area.

CONCLUSION

It can be concluded that any potential archaeological deposits within the excavated
area had been truncated by the concrete slab, which formed part of the cellar of the
previous building. This accorded with the conclusions which resulted from the 2006

watching brief*.

? Langthorne, J Y 2006 An Archaeological Watching Brief at Ropemaker Stree, Islington,
London EC2 Pre-Construct Archaeology Unpublished Report.
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