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ABSTRACT 

This report describes the results of an archaeological trial trench evaluation carried 

out by Pre-Construct Archaeology on land adjacent to Tower House, Easton Lodge, 

Park Road, Little Easton, Essex (NGR TL 59282 24017) on the 10th April 2017. The 

archaeological work was commissioned by The Cervus Group in response to a 

planning condition attached to the construction of a new basemented garage/store 

and leisure facility on the site of an existing garage. The aim of the work was to 

characterise the archaeological potential of the proposed development area. 

Despite the location of the site within the historic core of Little Easton Lodge, no 

archaeological features of that period were present. One brick wall, potentially 

relating to activity during the 19th century was seen in both trenches, but the 

previous garage on the site appeared to have severely truncated the area. 
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1 

1.1 

1.2 

1.3 

1.4 

1.5 

1.6 

INTRODUCTION 

An archaeological trial trench evaluation was undertaken by Pre-Construct 

Archaeology Ltd (PCA) on land adjacent to Tower House, Easton Lodge, 

Park Road, Little Easton, Essex (centred on Ordnance Survey National Grid 

Reference (NGR) TL5928224017) on the 10th April 2017 (Figure 1).      

The archaeological work was commissioned by The Cervus Group in 

response to an archaeological planning condition attached to the 

construction of a new basemented garage/store and leisure facility on 

the site of an existing garage. (Planning Reference: UTT/16/3099/HHF).   

The evaluation was carried out in accordance with a Written Scheme of 

Investigation (WSI) (Hinman 2017) in response to a Brief for Archaeological 

Trial Trenching and Excavation issued by Essex County Council Places 

Services (Havis 2016).   

The aim of the evaluation was to determine the location, date, extent, 

character, condition and quality of any archaeological remains on the site, to 

assess the significance of any such remains in a local, regional, or national 

context, as appropriate, and to assess the potential impact of the 

development proposals on the site’s archaeology.      

Two trenches positioned as a cross, amounting to a total of 20m were 

excavated in the footprint of the new building.  

This report describes the results of the evaluation and aims to inform the 

design of an appropriate archaeological mitigation strategy. The site archive 

will be deposited at Colchester Museum.   
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2 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY 

2.1 Geology 
2.1.1 The underlying bedrock is comprised of London Clay Formation made up of 

clay, silt and sand. This sedimentary bedrock formed approximately 34 to 56 

million years ago in the Palaeogene Period. The bedrock is overlain by 

deposits of Lowestoft Formation, a Diamicton formed in the Quaternary 

period    

2.2 Topography 
2.2.1 The site lies within Easton Park, to the west of Warwick House and on the 

lower reaches of the Chelmer river valley and to the SW of the course of the 

Chelmer River. The site is situated at c.100m Above Ordnance Datum 

(AOD).  
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3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND  

 
3.1.1 The archaeological background detailed below has been taken from the 

archaeological brief (Havis 2016), a search of the Essex HER and any 

available ‘grey literature’ reports documenting archaeological investigations 

in the area.  

3.1.2 The Essex Historic Environment Record shows that the development area 

lies within the historic core at Little Easton Lodge (EHER 4591). The lands 

and hunting lodge at Little Easton were granted by Queen Elizabeth I in 

1590 to Henry Maynard; a map of 1593 shows the site of the lodge and the 

walled garden. Maynard, who was knighted in 1603, demolished the hunting 

lodge and built a large Elizabethan mansion. He was succeeded in 1640 by 

his son, also William, who surrounded the new house with a park planted 

with a double avenue of trees aligned on the west front. 

3.1.3 The estate at Easton then passed through William's son, Banastre, to his 

grandson Henry who became the 4th Baron Maynard. Soon after his death 

without issue in 1742, the grounds were recorded in an engraving by 

Skynner, which shows the park had been formalised with radiating avenues 

laid out in a patte d'oie (fan shape). His brothers Grey, and then Charles 

succeeded him and it was during Charles, 6th Baron and 1st Viscount 

Maynard's time that Muilman's description of the grounds (1770) was 

published. This records a 'large park, gardens, canals, serpentine walks, 

shrubberies and various other useful ornaments' (Muilman 1770). The 

bachelor 1st Viscount was succeeded by his cousin, Charles in 1775. 

Chapman and Andre's county map of 1777 shows that he quickly 

modernised the gardens by the replacement of the canal with an oval basin 

but otherwise the grounds were unchanged. By 1811 an estate map of the 

gardens and park are shown in a form which changes very little until the 

1870s. 

3.1.4 The site lies immediately to the south of the walled garden of the Little 
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Easton Lodge Estate. Trial trenching in advance of quarrying on the 

southern side of the park has shown the presence of Roman and prehistoric 

occupation (EHER 46482). There is also much potential for medieval 

landscape within the development on the site. 

3.1.5 During World War II the original house was requisitioned and the park land 

used as an airfield for the American Air Force. After the war the main house 

was demolished. Evidence of earlier phases of buildings associated with the 

estate may be identified in the area of development.  
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4 METHODOLOGY 

4.1 Excavation and Sampling 
4.1.1 The Written Scheme of Investigation for the evaluation proposed the 

excavation of two trial trenches, positioned as a cross in the footprint of the 

new building (Figure 2).  The length of the trenches was limited by services 

immediately adjacent.  

4.1.2 Ground reduction was carried out under archaeological supervision using a 

14-ton tracked mechanical excavator fitted with a 1.8m-wide toothless 

ditching bucket. Deposits were removed in spits down to the level of the 

undisturbed natural geological deposits where potential archaeological 

features could be observed and recorded. Exposed surfaces were cleaned 

by trowel and hoe as appropriate. Overburden deposits were set aside 

beside each trench and examined visually and with a metal-detector for finds 

retrieval.  

4.1.3 Metal-detecting was carried out during the topsoil and subsoil stripping and 

throughout the excavation process.  

4.1.4 Field excavation techniques and recording methods are detailed in the PCA 

Fieldwork Induction Manual (Operations Manual I) by Joanna Taylor and 

Gary Brown (2009). 

4.2 Recording Methodology 
4.2.1 The limits of excavations, heights above Ordnance Datum (m OD) and the 

locations of archaeological features and interventions were recorded using a 

Leica 1200 GPS rover unit with RTK differential correction, giving three-

dimensional accuracy of 20mm or better.   

4.2.2 Deposits or the removal of deposits judged by the excavating archaeologist 

to constitute individual events were each assigned a unique record number 

(often referred to within British archaeology as ‘context numbers’) and 

recorded on individual pre-printed forms (Taylor and Brown 2009).  

Archaeological processes recognised by the deposition of material are 
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signified in this report by round brackets (thus), while events constituting the 

removal of deposits are referred to here as ‘cuts’ and signified by square 

brackets [thus]. The record numbers assigned to cuts and deposits are 

entirely arbitrary and in no way reflect the chronological order in which 

events took place. All features and deposits recorded during the evaluation 

are listed in Appendix 2. Artefacts recovered during excavation were 

assigned to the record number of the deposit from which they were retrieved. 

4.2.3 High-resolution digital photographs were taken at all stages of the evaluation 

process.  
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5 ARCHAEOLOGICAL SEQUENCE 

5.1 Trench 1 
5.1.1 Trench 1 contained one brick wall and two concrete wall foundations. No 

other archaeological features were present.  

5.1.2 Foundation 102 measured 1.8m+ long, 0.62m wide and 0.29m+ thick. It was 

constructed of concrete and related to the previous garage on the site.  

5.1.3 Wall 103 measured 2m+ long, up to 0.22m wide and 0.25m thick. It was 

constructed of handmade unfrogged red brick and aligned northeast-

southwest. 

5.1.4 Foundation 107 measured 1.8m+ long, 0.62m wide and 0.28m+ thick. It was 

constructed of concrete and related to the previous garage on the site.  

TRENCH 1 Figure 2 Plate 2 

Trench Alignment:   Length: 13m Level of Natural (m OD): 98.9m 

Deposit Context No. Average Depth (m) 

NE End SW End 

Topsoil (100) 0.32 N/A 

Made Ground (101) 0.3-0.57 0.7 

Concrete Foundations (102) 0.32+ N/A 

Brick Wall (103) 0.32-0.57+ N/A 

Subsoil (105) N/A N/A 

Concrete Foundations (107) N/A 0.3+ 

Natural (106) N/A N/A 

Summary 

Trench 1 was located in the south-eastern part of the site. The modern concrete 

foundations for the previous garage were present, as was an earlier brick wall. 

 

5.2 Trench 2 
5.2.1 Trench 2 contained one brick wall in the very end of the trench. No other 

archaeological features were present.  

5.2.2 Wall 109 measured 1m+ long, up to 0.31m wide and 0.29m thick. It was 
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constructed of handmade unfrogged red brick and aligned northeast-

southwest. 

TRENCH 2 Figure 2 Plate 3 
Trench Alignment:  Length: 8m Level of Natural (m OD): 98.91m 

Deposit Context No. Average Depth (m) 

NW End SE End 

Made Ground (108) 0.28 0.41 

Subsoil (105) 0.28-0.64 0.41-0.69 

Brick Wall (109) 0.51 N/A 

Natural (106) 0.64+ 0.69+ 

Summary 

Trench 2 was located in the south-eastern part of the site. A section of brick wall was 

exposed in the north-western end of the trench. No other archaeological features were 

present.  
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6 DISCUSSION & CONCLUSIONS 
6.1.1 Two trenches were excavated within the footprint of the proposed 

development.  

6.1.2 Despite the site lying within the historic core of Little Easton Lodge, no 

archaeological features relating to that period were present. The previous 

garage on the site appeared to have severely truncated the area, although 

an earlier brick wall, potentially 19th century, was still present. 
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Plate 1: Site, view east 
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Plate 2: Trench 1, view north-east  
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Plate 3: Trench 2 showing Wall 109 in end, view north-west 
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10 APPENDIX 2: CONTEXT INDEX 
Context  Cut Trench Category Period 

100 N/A 1 Topsoil 
 101 N/A 1 Made ground Modern 

102 N/A 1 Concrete foundations Modern 
103 104 1 Wall 19th century? 
104 104 1 Construction cut 19th century? 
105 N/A 1-2 Subsoil 

 106 N/A 1-2 Natural 
 107 N/A 1 Concrete foundations Modern 

108 N/A 2 Made ground – tarmac Modern 
109 110 2 Wall 19th century? 
110 110 2 Construction cut 19th century? 
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