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1 NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY

Pre-Construct Archaeology was appointed by St George’s College to undertake an archaeological
evaluation on land at St George’s College, Addlestone, Surrey (centred on TQ 05907 65416). The
College has been granted planning permission for the erection of a new activity centre and satellite

changing facility within its grounds.

Eight evaluation trenches were opened in total: Trenches 1-5 targeted the site of the proposed new
activity centre and trenches 7-9 examined the site of the proposed satellite changing facility. A further
trench, Trench 6, was not excavated owing to the presence of services. This report concerns the

results of the evaluation, which was carried out between the 3 and 6" April 2017.

No significant archaeological deposits, features, artefacts or environmental remains were found.
Trenches 1, 4 and 5 showed clear signs of modern disturbance, that would have severely impacted

any possible archaeological remains that previously may have been present.

The archaeological evaluation appears to have demonstrated that modern disturbance is likely to
have removed any potential archaeological resources in much of the area investigated. It is
recommended that this report is submitted to the Local Planning Authority in satisfaction of condition 5
(RU.16/1262) and condition 4 (RU.16/1359) of planning permissions and that no further

archaeological work is necessary.

PCA REPORT NO. R12866 Page 3 of 26



New Activity Centre and Satellite Changing Facility, St George’s College, Addlestone, Surrey: An Archaeological Evaluation
© Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited, May 2017

21

211

212

2.13

214

2.2

221

INTRODUCTION

Project Background

Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited (PCA) was appointed by St George’s College (the
Client) to undertake an archaeological evaluation on land at St George’s College,
Addlestone, Surrey (Figures 1 and 2), centred on Ordnance Survey National Grid
Reference TQ 05907 65416. The College has been granted planning permission for the
erection of a new activity centre and satellite changing facility within its grounds.

The proposed development is the subject of two separate planning permissions. The
construction of the new activity centre relates to planning application RU.16/1262 and the
construction of the satellite changing facility RU.16/1359.

The archaeological evaluation was required by the Local Planning Authority (LPA),
Runnymede Borough Council, on the advice of their archaeological advisor, Nick Truckle
(Archaeological Officer — Surrey County Council) and is in keeping with NPPF section 12
and local planning policy. This requirement for the evaluation was secured by condition 5
(RU.16/1262) and condition 4 (RU.16/1359) of the relevant planning permissions granted

by the LPA. The condition, in both instances the same, states:

‘No development shall take place until the applicant, or their agents or successors in title,
has secured the implementation of a programme of archaeological work in accordance
with a written scheme of investigation which has been submitted by the applicant and

approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority.

Reason: To allow archaeological information to be recorded and to comply with saved
Policy BE15 of the Runnymede Borough Local Plan Second Alteration 2001 and
guidance in the NPPF’.

This report provides the result of the evaluation, which comprised eight trial trenches
opened between 3rd and 6th April 2017, and is intended to address the requirement of
condition 5 (RU.16/1262) and condition 4 (RU.16/1359). It has been prepared in
accordance with the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists Standard and guidance for
archaeological field evaluation (CIfA 2014) and Management of Research Projects in the

Historic Environment (Historic England 2015).
Location, Topography and Geology

St George’s College is located to the north of Addlestone, Surrey, which lies
approximately 1km to the west of the town of Weybridge (Figure 1). The College is
bounded to the south and west by Woburn Hill (the adjacent road A317), to the north by
the River Bourne and to the east by Woburn Park Stream, open fields and a housing

estate.
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2.2.3

224

2.3

23.1

The College lies within Woburn Farm, a Grade Il listed Park and Garden, landscaped into
an ornamented farm (‘ferme ornee’) in the 18t century. Woburn Park is a large Grade Il
Listed country house, which was built circa 1748 and designed by the architect William
Kent. The country house at the centre of St George’s College and the grounds are
labelled ‘Woburn Park’ on 19t and 20" century Ordnance Survey maps.

St George’s College lies within grounds of approximately 38 hectares, which is relatively
low lying, set at approximately 21m above Ordnance Datum (aOD) in the south-west
corner and at 11m aOD along the northern boundary.

The underlying bedrock geology for St George’'s College is mapped as ‘Bagshot
Formation — Sand’. Although the westernmost area of the grounds has no superficial
deposits mapped, much of the rest of the grounds is mapped as having superficial

deposits of ‘Kempton Park Gravel Formation — Sand and Gravel'.
Archaeological and Historical Background

The following summary of the archaeological and historical background for the Site is
taken from a Historic Environment Desk-Based Assessment that was prepared to
support the planning application for the proposed development (PCA 2016) and the
Written Schemes of Investigation prepared for this project (PCA 2017a, 2017b).

‘St George’s College lies within Woburn Farm, a Grade Il registered Park and Garden. In
1735 Philip Southcote purchased Woburn Farm. The estate consisted of about 150 acres
of farmland and Southcote created a "ferme ornee"”, which was copied by other 18th
century land owners. The poet Thomas Gray called it ‘Southcote’s Paradise’. Southcote’s
gardens could be enjoyed from footpaths so that visitors could hear the sound of farm
animals while marvelling at vistas of temples, bridges and the ruins of a chapel. The
paths wandered between groups of roses, shrubs, firs and small trees. In about 1748
Southcote commissioned William Kent to design a new house to replace the existing
gentleman’s residence at Woburn. Woburn Farm is a Registered Park and Garden
because of Southcote’s 18th century ‘ferme ornee’’

‘Prehistoric finds from the extensive grounds of St George’s College include a
Palaeolithic Acheulian ovate flint and an Early Iron Age pottery sherd from the south
bank of the Bourne. Other prehistoric finds from nearby Addlestone include a perforated
Neolithic or Bronze Age hammer stone, a settlement enclosure with Late Bronze
Age/Early Iron Age pottery and loom weights and three Iron Age pottery sherds. Marks
on an aerial photograph resemble a Neolithic causewayed enclosure to the east of the
Registered Park and Garden. A blade fragment, either from a late Middle Bronze Age
rapier or a Late Bronze Age knife, has been found in Chertsey Mead to the north of the
Registered Park and Garden. The potential for finding prehistoric finds within the
proposed development site is considered to be low to moderate; and that such finds

might be of local to regional significance.
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No Roman or Saxon finds have been recorded in the SHER (Surrey Historic Environment
Record) within the 1km radius of the proposed development site. The potential for finding
Roman or Saxon finds within the proposed development site is therefore considered to
be extremely low; and that such finds might be of local to regional significance.

Medieval finds from the extensive grounds of St George’s College include a sherd of
12th- 13th century pottery from the south bank of the Bourne. Other medieval sites and
finds from the area include the moated Hamm Court Farm, the possible medieval farm at
Hatch Farm, Addlestone, the George Inn at Addlestone, the former Woburn Bridge and
possible medieval pottery kilns at Addlestone. The potential for finding medieval finds
within the proposed development site is considered to be low to moderate; and that such
finds might be of local significance.’

Documentary evidence shows that Philip Southcote replaced an existing house at
Woburn Park in 1748. It is not known where the site of the former building is, although it
is assumed to be close to the existing Mansion. It is possible that such remains exist
within the proposed development site. It is also possible that remains of the former 18th
century ‘ferme ornee’ may exist within the proposed development site such as former
footpaths, diverted watercourses or remains of former structures. The potential for finding
post-medieval remains relating to the former house or ‘ferme ornee’ within the proposed
development site is considered to be low; although such finds might be of local to

regional significance.’
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METHODOLOGY

Aims and Objectives

The archaeological investigation aimed to address the following primary objectives:

e To determine the natural topography of the site

e To establish the presence or absence of prehistoric activity

e To establish the presence or absence of medieval activity

e To establish the presence or absence of post-medieval activity at the site

e To establish the nature, date and survival of activity relating to any archaeological
periods at the site

e To establish the extent of all past post-depositional impacts on the archaeological

resource

Methodology

The archaeological evaluation was undertaken following the methodology that was
detailed in the Written Schemes of Investigation (PCA 2017a, 2017b), which were
approved on behalf of the Local Planning Authority by Nick Truckle, Archaeological
Officer, Surrey County Council, in advance of the commencement of works.

The evaluation comprised the excavation of nine trenches across two separate areas
within the grounds of St George’s College, reflecting the two planning proposals; the
‘New Activity Centre’ and the ‘Satellite Changing Facility’ (Figure 2).

Six trenches (Trenches 1-6) were intended to be excavated at the ‘New Activity Centre’
site (Figure 3), however owing to the presence of live services Trench 6 was not
excavated, leaving five opened trenches. The trenches were originally intended to
measure the following: Trenches 1 and 3 measuring 30m x 1.8m, Trenches 2 and 4
measuring 20m x 1.8m and Trench 5 measuring 10m x 1.8m. However, Trenches 2 and
4 were shortened owing to the presence of live services and substantial tree roots.

Three trenches (Trenches 7-9) were excavated at the ‘Satellite Changing Facility’ site

(Figure 4), all measuring 10m x 1.8m.
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RESULTS

Introduction

The following description of the evaluation results is based upon the site archive, which
comprises a site diary, trench recording sheets, context sheets and digital photographs.
A summary of recorded contexts is provided in a Trench Index in Appendix 1 and
photographs of the trenches and trench sections in Appendix 2. The archive is held at
PCA’s Winchester office under the site code SSGC17 and appropriate measures will be
made, concerning the archive, with regards to the local depositional museum; Chertsey

Museum.
Summary of Depositional Sequence

Trench 1 was located on a level strip of land leading towards Woburn Hill (adjacent road
A317) (Figures 2 and 3; Plate 1). The topsoil gave way to a mixed layer of modern
demolition/levelling layer, context [102], containing concrete and ceramic building
material; this layer had a distinct smell of hydrocarbons and was present to an average
depth of 0.30m below ground level (BGL). Context [102] appeared to be laid on top of a
former topsoil, which in turn capped the natural silty sand at a depth of 0.46 BGL (Figure
5; Plate 2). No archaeological finds or features were identified within the evaluation
trench. The 1914, 1936 and 1964-65 Ordnance Survey maps show that during that
period of time the location of Trench 1 was occupied by a path and then a track leading
to the road called ‘Woburn Hill'. It is likely that layer [102] represents the remains of the
track shown on the 1964-65 Ordnance Survey map.

Trenches 2 and 3 showed a broadly consistent sequence of deposition (Figure 5; Plates
3-6):

e Topsoil — 0-0.20m BGL
e Former Topsoil — 0.20m-0.45m BGL
¢ Natural Geological Deposit— 0.45 + BGL

The former topsoil identified in both trenches ([202] and [302]) appeared mixed,
containing very small fragments of ceramic building material (CBM). A small sherd of
glazed earthenware pottery (not retained) was recovered from [202], likely dating to the
19" century. The sandy natural geological deposit appeared sterile and contained no
archaeological finds or resources.

Trench 4 demonstrated a significant amount of disturbance owing to the presence of
services. Beneath the topsoil, at a depth of approximately 0.06m BGL, was a layer of
modern gravel, sand and crushed CBM (Figure 5; Plates 7 & 8). At approximately 0.15m
BGL the modern layer gave way to a former topsoil and a similar deposition sequence as

was seen in Trenches 2 and 3.
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43.1

4.3.2

4.3.3

Trench 5 lay next to the location of a known gas and water main; however, after stripping
the topsoil and a small depth of subsoil, gravels containing modern glass and hazard
tape were uncovered (Figure 6; Plates 9 & 10). This mixture of materials is consistent
with the backfill used when laying services. Owing to the mapped presence of gas and
water services in close proximity to Trench 5, no further excavation took place owing to
the potential risk of damaging either the gas or water main.

Trenches 7, 8 and 9, excavated at the ‘Satellite Changing Facility’ site, showed a broadly
consistent depositional sequence across all three trenches (Figure 6; Plates 11-16).
These trenches were all located in a lower lying area of the St George’s College grounds
and, as such, contained waterlogged deposits. The following is an average of the
depositional sequence in the trenches:

e Topsoil — 0-0.25m BGL
e Former Topsoil — 0.25m-0.60m BGL
e Natural Geological Deposit— 0.60m + BGL

No archaeological finds or features were identified within any of the trenches.

Discussion

Trenches 1, 4 and 5 contained evidence for significant, modern disturbance; with no
archaeological finds or features identified. The remains of a 20" century path/track that
had previously led from the college to Woburn Hill (adjacent road A317) were seen in
Trench 1. This track overlay former topsoil and no archaeological remains were found.
The services encountered in Trenches 4 and 5 are likely to have disturbed any surviving
archaeological resources that may have been present.

Trenches 2 and 3 were located in the immediate vicinity of an athletics track, raised on its
south-eastern side on an earthen bank to create a level space (Figures 2 and 3). The
creation of this athletics track may have had an effect on any surviving archaeological
resources in the area, possibly explaining the mixed topsoil and sterile natural geological
deposits. This could also be a result of disturbance that had taken place during the 18t
century landscaping.

Although Trenches 7, 8 and 9 did not show any notable signs of disturbance, no
archaeological resources were observed. This includes an absence of any finds from the
topsoil and former topsoil.
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5 CONCLUSION

511 No significant archaeological finds or features were identified during the archaeological
evaluation, either at the ‘New Activity Centre’ Site or the ‘Satellite Changing Facility’ Site.
5.1.2 The archaeological evaluation appears to have demonstrated that the two Sites retain no
archaeological resource potential and that modern disturbance is likely to have removed
any archaeological resources that may have once been present in much of the area
investigated. It is recommended that this report is submitted to the Local Planning
Authority in satisfaction of condition 5 (RU.16/1262) and condition 4 (RU.16/1359) of

planning permissions and that no further archaeological work is necessary.
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6.1.1
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6.3

6.3.1

6.3.2

6.3.3

ARCHIVE PREPARATION & DEPOSITION
The Site Archive

The Site archive, to include all project records and cultural material produced by the
project, will be prepared in accordance with ‘Guidelines for the Preparation of Excavation
Archives for Long-term Storage’ (UKIC 1990) and the Chartered Institute for
Archaeologists ‘Standard and Guidance for the creation, compilation, transfer and
deposition of archaeological archives’ (CIfA 2014). On completion of the project PCA will
make the appropriate arrangements with the local depositional museum, Chertsey

Museum.

Contents of the Archive

Iltems No. Sheets
Trench Recording Sheets 8 8
Digital Photographic Register 1 3
Digital Photographs 76 n/a
Drawing Register 1 1
Drawings 10 2

Copyright

The full copyright of the written/illustrative archive relating to the site will be retained by
Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988
with all rights reserved. Surrey County Council, however, will be granted an exclusive
licence for the use of the archive for educational purposes, including academic research,
providing that such use shall be non-profitmaking, and conforms to the Copyright and
Related Rights regulations 2003. Further distribution and uses of the report either in its
entirety or part thereof in paper or electronic form is prohibited without the prior consent
of Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited.

The licence extends to the use of all documents arising from this project in all matters
relating directly to the project, as well as for bona fide research purposes (which includes
the Surrey County Council Historic Environment Record).

Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited has made every effort to ensure the accuracy of the
content of this report. However, Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited cannot accept any
liability in respect of, or resulting from, errors, inaccuracies or omissions this report

contains.
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Appendix 1: Trench Index

Depth
Trench Context (m)
No. Section | No. Type Description BGL
101 Topsoil Dark greyish brown, friable, 0-0.07
sandy silt
102 Layer Modern demolition material - 0.07-
leveling layer 0.20
1 la+ 1b | 103 Subsoil Dark yellowish brown, friable, silty | 0.20-
sand (some modern 0.37
contamination 'dirty natural’)
104 Natural Geological Mid yellowish brown, friable, silty | 0.37+
Deposit sand
201 Topsoil Dark greyish brown, friable, 0-0.20
sandy silt
202 Subsoil Mid greyish brown, friable, silty 0.20-
2 lc sand 0.46
203 Natural Geological Mid yellowish brown, friable, silty | 0.46+
Deposit sand
301 Topsoll Dark greyish brown, friable, 0-0.22
sandy silt
302 Subsoil Mid greyish brown, friable, silty 0.22-
3 ld+1e sand 0.45
303 Natural Geological Mid yellowish brown, friable, silty | 0.45+
Deposit sand
401 Topsoil Dark greyish brown, friable, 0-0.05
sandy silt
402 Layer Mid greyish brown, friable, silty 0.05-
sand 0.16
4 1f
403 Layer Modt_arn crush, sand and gravel - | 0.16-
leveling layer 0.39
Natural Geological Mid yellowish brown, friable, silty | 0.39+
404 Deposit sand
Topsoil Dark greyish brown, friable, 0-0.11
501 sandy silt
5 Subsoil Mid greyish brown, friable, silty 0.11-
> 2 502 sand 0.22
Natural Geological Mid yellowish brown, friable, silty | 0.22+
503 Deposit sand
Topsoil Dark greyish brown, friable, 0-0.22
701 sandy silt
Subsoil Mid greyish brown, friable, silty 0.22-
. oh 702 sand 0.55
Natural Geological Light greyish brown, friable, silty 0.55+
Deposit sand, waterlogged, freq.
manganese
703
5 Topsoil Dark greyish brown, friable, 0-0.30
8 ¢ 801 sandy silt
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Subsail Mid greyish brown, friable, silty 0.30-
802 sand 0.54
Natural Geological Light greyish brown, friable, silty 0.54+
Deposit sand, waterlogged, freq.
manganese
803
Topsoil Dark greyish brown, friable, 0-0.19
901 sandy silt
Subsoil Mid greyish brown, friable, silty 0.19-
9 2d 902 sand 0.60
Natural Geological Mid yellowish brown, friable, silty | 0.60+
Deposit sand, waterlogged, freq.
manganese
903
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Appendix 2: Plates

Plate 2 South-east facing section of Trench 1
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Plate 4 South-west facing section of Trench 2
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Plate 6 North-west facing section of Trench 3
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Plate 8 North-east facing section of Trench 4
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Plate 10 North facing section of Trench 5
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Plate 12 East facing section of Trench 7
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Plate 14 North-west facing section of Trench 8
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Plate 16 South-west facing section of Trench 9
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Appendix 3: OASIS Form

8.1 OASIS ID: preconst1-283798

Project details

Project name

Short description of
the project

Project dates
Previous/future work

Any associated
project reference
codes

Type of project
Site status (other)
Current Land use
Monument type
Significant Finds

Methods &
techniques

Development type
Prompt

Position in the
planning process

Project location
Country

Site location
Postcode
Study area

Site coordinates

New Activity Centre and Satellite Changing Facility, St George's College,
Addlestone, Surrey: An Archaeological Evaluat

Pre-Construct Archaeology was appointed by St George's College to undertake an
archaeological evaluation on land at St George's College, Addlestone, Surrey
(centred on TQ 05907 65416). The College has been granted planning permission
for the erection of a new activity centre and satellite changing facility. Eight
evaluation trenches were opened in total: Trenches 1-5 targeted the site of the
proposed new activity centre and trenches 7-9 targeted the site of the proposed
satellite changing facility. An additional trench, Trench 6, was not excavated owing
to the presence of services. The evaluation was carried out between 3rd and 6th
April 2017. No significant archaeological deposits, features, artefacts or
environmental remains were found. Trenches 4 and 5 showed clear signs of
modern disturbance, that would have severely impacted any possible
archaeological remains that may have been previously present. The archaeological
evaluation appears to have demonstrated that the sites of new activity centre and
satellite changing facility retain no archaeological resource potential and that
modern disturbance is likely to have removed any archaeological resources that
may have once been present in much of the area investigated.

Start: 03-04-2017 End: 06-04-2017
No / No
SSGC17 - Sitecode

Field evaluation
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Site Location
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Site plan reproduced from survey data provided by the client
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Figure 2
Site and Trench Location Plan
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Site plan reproduced from survey data provided by the client
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Figure 3
Trench Location Plan for "New Activity Centre"
1:800 at A4



Site plan reproduced from survey data provided by the client

\

%);:::"—l:' (_/)\',% \\
w= A %
\ o
b NN
ES \ \
50599% 65500 . \
VW
A\
\ A
\ A
\
Vv S
R\ -
\\ Trenﬂ\]? _’_\ — ]l - “\:
Ir‘SQB 5 \‘:‘w‘“\ ““\H‘ w“\ .
\ S 920/ Y
WO e IR
\\ Trench 8 (/[’— iy \ ;‘“‘\ e H“““\\ ‘T

TENNIS
CENTRE

© Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd 2017
25/05/17 RM

Figure 4

Trench Location Plan for "Satellite Changing Facility"
1:800 at A4
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