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1 ABSTRACT 

1.1 This report details the results and working methods of an archaeological evaluation conducted 

by Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd on land at 43-49 Pomeroy Street, New Cross, London 

SE14 5BW. The site is located within the London Borough of Lewisham and is centred at TQ 

3536 7697. 

1.2 Following a Written Scheme of Investigation prepared by CgMs Consulting Ltd (Clarke 2017), 

an archaeological evaluation was carried out between 16th and 18th October 2017 and was 
completed in accordance with the standards specified by the Chartered Institute of 

Archaeologists and following the guidelines issued by Historic England. 

1.3 The fieldwork comprised the excavation of 2 evaluation trenches to ascertain the presence or 

absence of archaeological deposits and remains, and allow an assessment of the potential for 

archaeology to be present within an area of proposed development. 

1.4 Natural brickearth was located between 2.69m OD in Trench 1 and 2.93m OD in Trench 2. In 

Trench 2, above the natural, a layer of dark brown humic sandy silt was interpreted as a post 

medieval ploughsoil, recorded at a height of 3.46m OD. In both trenches the ploughsoil and 
natural was sealed by modern made ground, which was overlain by a layer of tarmac forming 

the current day land-surface. 

1.5 Evidence of 20th century subterranean structures were seen truncating the natural strata in 

Trench 1. No finds or features of archaeological interest were observed. 
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2 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 An archaeological evaluation, commissioned by CgMs Consulting, was carried out on land at 

43-49 Pomeroy Street, New Cross, London Borough of Lewisham between 16th and 18th 

October 2017, prior to re-development of the site for business space and residential units. 

The site comprised a rectangular plot of land, on the eastern side of Pomeroy Street (Figure 

1) and centred at TQ 3536 7697. 

2.2 The evaluation was supervised by Guy Seddon and the project was managed by Chris Mayo 
for Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited. The project was monitored by Mark Stevenson of 

Historic England. 

2.3 The site was given the unique site-code POE17. The complete archive comprising written, 

drawn and photographic records will be deposited with London Archaeological Archives and 

Resource Centre (LAARC) identified with that code. 
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3 PLANNING BACKGOUND 

3.1 The full planning background for this site is detailed in the Archaeological Desk Based 

Assessment (Smith and Parker Wooding 2015). 

3.2 Planning permission for the redevelopment of the site has been granted by the London 

Borough of Lewisham, under application number DC/15/093731. The consent included an 

archaeological condition (3), which stated: 

3. a) No development other than demolition to existing ground level shall take place until 
the implementation of a programme of archaeological evaluation has been secured in 

accordance with a written scheme which has been submitted to and approved in writing by 

the local planning authority and a report on that evaluation has been submitted to the local 

planning authority. 

b) If heritage assets of archaeological interest are identified by the evaluation under Part 

a), then before development, other than demolition to existing ground level, commences 

the applicant shall secure the implementation of a programme of archaeological 

investigation in accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation which shall be 
submitted to and approved in writing by the local planning authority. 

c) No development or demolition shall take place other that in accordance with the Written 

Scheme of Investigation approved under Part b). d) The development shall not be 

occupied until the site investigation and post investigation assessment has been 

completed in accordance with the programme set out in the Written Scheme of 

Investigation approved under Part (b), and the provision for analysis, publication and 

dissemination of the results and archive deposition has been secured. 

Reason: To ensure adequate access for archaeological investigations in compliance with 

Policies 15 High quality design for Lewisham and 16 Conservation areas, heritage assets 

and the historic environment of the Core Strategy (June 2011) and Policy 7.8 of the 

London Plan (July 2011) 

3.3 The works herein reported have been undertaken in accordance with part (a) of the condition, 

and further to a Written Scheme of Investigation prepared by CgMs Consulting (Clarke 2017) 

which was approved by Mr Stevenson of GLAAS. 

3.4 The permitted redevelopment will see the: 

Demolition of existing buildings at 43 – 49 Pomeroy Street, SE14 and the construction of 

a part six, part seven storey building to the front of the site and the construction of a row 

of three storey buildings to the rear of the site, comprising in total 441.6m² of Class B1 

(Business) floorspace and 65 residential units (Class C3). 

3.5 The site is located within the Thames and Ravensbourne Terrace Gravels Archaeological 

Priority Area.  
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4 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY 

4.1 Geology 

4.1.1 The British Geological Survey records that the site is underlain by the Thanet Formation; a 

sedimentary bedrock formed approximately 56 to 59 million years ago in the Palaeogene 

Period. 

4.1.2 The drift/superficial geology is recorded as the Langley Silt Member comprising Clay and Silt 

formed by wind-blown deposits formed up to 2 million years ago in the Quaternary Period. 
4.1.3 The Langley Silt Member, formerly known as Brickearth, is generally associated with the 

underlying River Terrace Gravels.   

4.1.4 A recent geotechnical investigation which has been completed at the site (Wilkinson 2015) 

recorded the site’s strata from top to bottom as: 

• Made Ground  

• Langley Silt Member  

• Kempton Park Gravel Member 

• Thanet Sand Formation  

• Lewes Nodular, Seaford and Newhaven Chalk Formations. 

4.1.5 The investigation revealed localised areas of deeper made ground, for example extending as 

far as 3.6m below ground level (BGL), but generally a consistent thickness between 1.0m and 
1.9m. The made ground directly sealed brickearth and in a few places sands and gravel. 

4.1.6 The deeper areas of made ground area clearly evidence for infilled features such as 

basements. 

4.2 Topography 

4.2.1 The site comprises a rectangular parcel of land on the eastern side of Pomeroy Street. The 

site is bound to the west by Pomeroy Street, to the south by a park called Hatcham Gardens, 

to the east by Kender Road and to the north by a carpark associated with an industrial retail 
unit.  

4.2.2 The site is predominantly flat at around 3.90m OD 

4.2.3 No watercourses or naturally occurring bodies of water are known to occur within the site. 
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5 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The following represents a summary of the archaeological potential, as presented in the 

Desk-Based Assessment (Smith and Parker Wooding 2015).  

5.1 Prehistoric 

5.1.1 The GLHER records a single entry dating to the prehistoric period. This relates to a socketed 

axe found prior to 1880, which was described as being found "near Hatcham" and "within St 

Paul, Deptford Parish”, and may indicate a presence during the Bronze Age in the general 
area.  

5.2 Roman  

5.2.1 The supposed line of Watling Street (MLO5606) follows the line of Old Kent Road through 

Southwark, and in this area New Cross Road, c. 400m to the north of the site.  It is designated 

as an Archaeological Priority Area (Watling Street and the 'Deep-Ford').  

5.2.2 The Roman road from Southwark to Greenwich (MLO11490) is recorded by grid reference 

some 700m to the northeast of the site, although the exact route is not known. 

5.2.3 The London-Lewes Road (MLO19469) was probably constructed in the early 2nd century. In 
this area, it runs northwest to southeast and runs along the line of / parallel with Asylum Road, 

c.380m to the west of the site.  Sections of the road surface and associated ditches have 

been found through excavation at Asylum Road (MLO24874), where it is described as ‘gravel 

metalling, resting on large pebbles with layer of white sand below’.  

5.2.4 Two Roman ditches (MLO7655) have also been recorded at Asylum Road, c. 620m to the 

west of the site.  

5.3 Saxon  

5.3.1 The Manor of Hatcham was probably in existence prior to 1086 and Peckham was in 

existence by at least AD 1066 and the place name is derived from Old English which indicates 

an Anglo-Saxon origin.  Mid-Saxon burials have been found in the Watling Street and the 

'Deep-Ford' Archaeological Priority Area further to the east of the study area. However, there 

is no evidence of early medieval activity is recorded within the study radius.   

5.4 Medieval 

5.4.1 No medieval activity is recorded within the study area.  

5.5 Post-Medieval 

5.5.1 The majority of the post-medieval evidence in the study area relates to Grade II Listed 

Buildings dating to the 18th and 19th centuries.  The closest of these to the development site 

are numbers 34 (MLO90188) and 56 (MLO90189) Kender Street, which comprise early 19th 

century terraces.  Further to the north (between 320-400m) of the site there is a linear cluster 

of Listed Buildings along New Cross Road, including: Nos. 5 (MLO90373); 15 (MLO90374); 

17 (MLO90255); 25 (MLO90132); 29 (MLO90131, MLO90329); 32 (MLO90377); 33 
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(MLO90375); 35 (MLO90133) and 37 (MLO90256).  While c. 320m to the southwest, there is 

a smaller cluster along Queens Road, comprising numbers 223-233 and attached handrails to 

numbers 225, 231 and 233 (MLO92259); number 235 and attached handrails; (MLO92260) 

and numbers 237, 239 and 241 and attached handrails (MLO92261). 
5.5.2 The Deptford Tithe map of 1844 shows the potentially sudden development reaching the 

proposed development site during the mid 19th century with the area depicted as enveloped 

by streets and dwellings.  The area of the proposed development appears to be occupied by a 

short row of terrace housing covering the southern portion of the site and a detached or semi-

detached structure at the northern end. 
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6 ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY AND OBJECTIVES 

6.1 The purpose of the archaeological investigation was to determine the presence or absence of 

surviving features at the site and, if present, to assist in formulating an appropriate 

archaeological mitigation strategy. All works were undertaken in accordance with the 

guidelines set out by Historic England and the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists. 

6.2 As outlined in the Written Scheme of Investigation (Clarke 2017), the evaluation aimed to 

address the following issues: 

• To determine the presence of any Prehistoric, Roman and Anglo-Saxon activity. 

• To determine the presence of any Medieval and Post-Medieval activity.  Is this evidence 

indicative of industrial activity known in the area? 

• Establish the likely impact of past land use and development. 

• Provide sufficient information to, if appropriate, construct an archaeological mitigation 

strategy. 

6.3 The site was subject to two evaluation trenches, each of which was to measure 10m x 1.80m; 

these full dimensions were achieved during the works. 

6.4 All excavation of the low-grade overlying deposits was undertaken using a backhoe 

mechanical excavator using a toothless ditching bucket, under the constant supervision of a 
qualified archaeologist. Machine excavation continued in spits of 100mm at a time until the 

natural ground was exposed. 

6.5 Following machine excavation, relevant faces of the trench that required examination or 

recording were cleaned using appropriate hand tools.  The investigation of archaeological 

levels was by hand, with cleaning, examination and recording both in plan and in section. 

6.6 All archaeological features (stratigraphical layers, cuts, fills, structures) were evaluated by 

hand tools and recorded in plan at 1:20 or in section at 1:10 using standard single context 
recording methods. Features were evaluated so as to characterise their form, function and 

date.  

6.7 The recording systems adopted during the investigations were fully compatible with those 

developed out of the Department of Urban Archaeology Site Manual, as presented in the PCA 

Site Manual (Taylor with Brown, 2009). The site archive was organised to be compatible with 

the archaeological archives produced in the London Borough of Lewisham. 

6.8 A full photographic record was made during the archaeological investigation consisting of a 

digital photographic archive that was maintained during the course of the archaeological 
investigation. 

6.9 The complete archive produced during the evaluation and watching brief, comprising written, 

drawn and photographic records, will be deposited with LAARC with site code POE17. 
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7 THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SEQUENCE 

7.1 The earliest deposit observed during the archaeological evaluation consisted of natural 

brickearth, recorded in both Trench 1 (context [1]) and in Trench 2 (context [3]). The layer 

comprised firmly compacted, light yellowish brown sandy silt, with occasional inclusions of 

small sub-angular and sub-rounded stones and was at least 0.14m thick. It was found at a 

height of 2.93m OD in Trench 2 to 2.69m OD in Trench 1, to the west. 

7.2 In Trench 2 the natural deposits were overlain by a layer of firmly compacted, dark brown 
sandy silt [2] that had frequent inclusions of coal and clinker and occasional inclusions of 

small sub-rounded and sub-angular stones. It was recorded at a height of 3.46m OD, and was 

interpreted as a ploughsoil horizon. 

7.3 In Trench 1 the natural deposits were directly sealed by modern / 20th century made ground 

and demolition material. The made ground deposit was 0.77m thick and sealed by hardcore 

rubble and tarmac which formed the current day land-surface at a height of 3.86m OD. 

7.4 In Trench 2, layer [2] was sealed directly by the hardcore rubble bedding layer for the present-

day tarmac surface, which had a height of 4.01m OD. 

7.5 In Trench 1 some deep brick-built truncations were seen to have impacted the majority of the 

trench. These are considered to relate to 19th or 20th century buildings which stood at the site, 

comprising terraced houses fronting to Pomeroy Street in the vicinity of Trench 1 and backing 

onto industrial premises to the rear, roughly located beneath the extant structure identified as 

47c Pomeroy Street.  
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8 ARCHAEOLOGICAL PHASE DISCUSSION 

8.1 Phase 1: Natural Deposits 

8.1.1 The earliest deposit observed during the archaeological evaluation consisted of natural 

brickearth at heights between 2.93m OD in Trench 2 and 2.69m OD in Trench 1 

8.2 Phase 2: Post-Medieval 

8.2.1 In Trench 2 the natural deposits were overlain by a very humic layer of firmly compacted, dark 

brown sandy silt that had frequent inclusions of coal and clinker and occasional inclusions of 
small sub-rounded and sub-angular stones, which probably represents a post-medieval 

plough soil. 

8.3 Phase 3: Modern 

8.3.1 The 20th Century made ground and demolition deposits recorded in Trench 1 are probably 

associated with the late 20th century demolition of the houses which fronted on to Pomeroy 

Street during the latter 19th – 20th centuries. The wall which runs diagonally across the trench 

possibly reflects the rear wall of these dwellings and the considerable depth of the made 

ground to the west of this is indicative of a basement and therefore severe truncation of the 
archaeological horizon. 

Plate 1: Trench 1 Looking South   Plate 2: Trench 2 Looking North 
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Plate 3 Section 2 West Facing Section 
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9 RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

9.1 The Written Scheme of Investigation (Clarke 2017) highlighted a set of specific objectives to 

be addressed by the investigation: 

To determine the presence of any Prehistoric, Roman and Anglo-Saxon activity.  

9.2 No Prehistoric, Roman or Anglo-Saxon activity was witnessed on the study site. 

To determine the presence of any Medieval and Post-Medieval activity. Is this evidence 
indicative of industrial activity known in the area? 

9.3 No medieval activity was witnessed on the study site. 

9.4 The only evidence for post-medieval activity was the probable plough-soil [2] in Trench 2. This 

is indicative of arable farming and reflects the historical use of the area prior to the 

urbanisation of the area in the late 1800’s. 

9.5 No evidence was identified which could be indicative of the industrial activity known in the 

area. 

Establish the likely impact of past land use and development. 

9.6 The results of the evaluation appear to indicate that the within the area of Trench 1, the study 
site has been prone to severe truncation which has impacted heavily on the archaeological 

horizon. 

9.7 The presence of the post-medieval plough soil in the area of Trench 2 suggests that discreet 

pockets survival remain on site. 

9.8 The geotechnical investigation complements the findings of the evaluation, in suggesting a 

generally 1 to 2.0m thick deposit of made ground above brickearth and/or gravels. 

Provide sufficient information to, if appropriate, construct an archaeological mitigation 
strategy. 

9.9 The evaluation has shown that brickearth survives at the site at levels between 2.93m OD and 

2.69m OD, approximately 1.0 to 1.2m BGL. This is matched by the geotechnical study, which 

showed brickearth at similar depths where the made ground was thinner. That the trenches 

showed a difference in height of the brickearth of 20cm over a distance of less than 10m, 

strongly implies that there has been some horizontal truncation to the top of the brickearth 

during former development at the site. The implication is that despite the presence of 

brickearth, it has already suffered some degree of horizontal impact, and has certainly been 
subject to sever truncation by 19th and 20th century structural development as seen in Trench 

1. 

9.10 On this basis, and coupled with the absence of any archaeological finds or features in the 

evaluation, it is not considered that the area of the site which has been investigated warrants 

any further mitigation.  
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10 CONCLUSIONS 

10.1 The evaluation shows that the study site has been subject to localised heavy truncation during 

previous development. 

10.2 Trenches 1 showed 20th century made ground directly sealing natural brickearth deposits, 

strongly suggesting horizontal truncation in this area – probably related to the 19th / 20th 

century terraces known to have stood on Pomeroy Street. 

10.3 Whilst Trench 2 did show the survival of brickearth and a post-medieval plough soil [2], no 
finds or features were seen within the trench. 

10.4 The absence of archaeology, and the evidence of substantial localised truncation, is 

considered to not justify further work within the area investigated. Once the project is deemed 

complete, the completed archive comprising all site records from the fieldwork will eventually 

be deposited by Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited with LAARC under the site code POE17. 

10.5 The results of the archaeological investigation will be published as an entry in the London 

Archaeologist ‘Round Up’. 
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13 APPENDIX 1: CONTEXT INDEX 

Context 
No. Type Interpretation 

Trench 
No. 

Section 
No. 

Levels (m 
OD) Dimensions (m) Period Phase 

1 Layer Brickearth 1 S1 2.69   4 1.35 0.12 Natural 1 

2 Layer Plough Soil 2 S2 3.46   10 1.8 0.94 Post-Med 2 

3 Layer Brickearth 2 S2 2.93 2.8 7.72 1.8 0.14 Natural 3 
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	1 abstract
	1.1 This report details the results and working methods of an archaeological evaluation conducted by Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd on land at 43-49 Pomeroy Street, New Cross, London SE14 5BW. The site is located within the London Borough of Lewisham a...
	1.2 Following a Written Scheme of Investigation prepared by CgMs Consulting Ltd (Clarke 2017), an archaeological evaluation was carried out between 16th and 18th October 2017 and was completed in accordance with the standards specified by the Chartere...
	1.3 The fieldwork comprised the excavation of 2 evaluation trenches to ascertain the presence or absence of archaeological deposits and remains, and allow an assessment of the potential for archaeology to be present within an area of proposed developm...
	1.4 Natural brickearth was located between 2.69m OD in Trench 1 and 2.93m OD in Trench 2. In Trench 2, above the natural, a layer of dark brown humic sandy silt was interpreted as a post medieval ploughsoil, recorded at a height of 3.46m OD. In both t...
	1.5 Evidence of 20th century subterranean structures were seen truncating the natural strata in Trench 1. No finds or features of archaeological interest were observed.

	2 introduction
	2.1 An archaeological evaluation, commissioned by CgMs Consulting, was carried out on land at 43-49 Pomeroy Street, New Cross, London Borough of Lewisham between 16th and 18th October 2017, prior to re-development of the site for business space and re...
	2.2 The evaluation was supervised by Guy Seddon and the project was managed by Chris Mayo for Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited. The project was monitored by Mark Stevenson of Historic England.
	2.3 The site was given the unique site-code POE17. The complete archive comprising written, drawn and photographic records will be deposited with London Archaeological Archives and Resource Centre (LAARC) identified with that code.

	3 Planning backgound
	3.1 The full planning background for this site is detailed in the Archaeological Desk Based Assessment (Smith and Parker Wooding 2015).
	3.2 Planning permission for the redevelopment of the site has been granted by the London Borough of Lewisham, under application number DC/15/093731. The consent included an archaeological condition (3), which stated:
	3. a) No development other than demolition to existing ground level shall take place until the implementation of a programme of archaeological evaluation has been secured in accordance with a written scheme which has been submitted to and approved in ...
	b) If heritage assets of archaeological interest are identified by the evaluation under Part a), then before development, other than demolition to existing ground level, commences the applicant shall secure the implementation of a programme of archaeo...
	c) No development or demolition shall take place other that in accordance with the Written Scheme of Investigation approved under Part b). d) The development shall not be occupied until the site investigation and post investigation assessment has been...
	Reason: To ensure adequate access for archaeological investigations in compliance with Policies 15 High quality design for Lewisham and 16 Conservation areas, heritage assets and the historic environment of the Core Strategy (June 2011) and Policy 7.8...
	3.3 The works herein reported have been undertaken in accordance with part (a) of the condition, and further to a Written Scheme of Investigation prepared by CgMs Consulting (Clarke 2017) which was approved by Mr Stevenson of GLAAS.
	3.4 The permitted redevelopment will see the:
	Demolition of existing buildings at 43 – 49 Pomeroy Street, SE14 and the construction of a part six, part seven storey building to the front of the site and the construction of a row of three storey buildings to the rear of the site, comprising in tot...

	3.5 The site is located within the Thames and Ravensbourne Terrace Gravels Archaeological Priority Area.

	4 geology and topography
	4.1 Geology
	4.1.1 The British Geological Survey records that the site is underlain by the Thanet Formation; a sedimentary bedrock formed approximately 56 to 59 million years ago in the Palaeogene Period.
	4.1.2 The drift/superficial geology is recorded as the Langley Silt Member comprising Clay and Silt formed by wind-blown deposits formed up to 2 million years ago in the Quaternary Period.
	4.1.3 The Langley Silt Member, formerly known as Brickearth, is generally associated with the underlying River Terrace Gravels.
	4.1.4 A recent geotechnical investigation which has been completed at the site (Wilkinson 2015) recorded the site’s strata from top to bottom as:

	 Made Ground
	 Langley Silt Member
	 Kempton Park Gravel Member
	 Thanet Sand Formation
	 Lewes Nodular, Seaford and Newhaven Chalk Formations.
	4.1.5 The investigation revealed localised areas of deeper made ground, for example extending as far as 3.6m below ground level (BGL), but generally a consistent thickness between 1.0m and 1.9m. The made ground directly sealed brickearth and in a few ...
	4.1.6 The deeper areas of made ground area clearly evidence for infilled features such as basements.

	4.2 Topography
	4.2.1 The site comprises a rectangular parcel of land on the eastern side of Pomeroy Street. The site is bound to the west by Pomeroy Street, to the south by a park called Hatcham Gardens, to the east by Kender Road and to the north by a carpark assoc...
	4.2.2 The site is predominantly flat at around 3.90m OD
	4.2.3 No watercourses or naturally occurring bodies of water are known to occur within the site.


	5 archaeological and historical background
	The following represents a summary of the archaeological potential, as presented in the Desk-Based Assessment (Smith and Parker Wooding 2015).
	5.1 Prehistoric
	5.1.1 The GLHER records a single entry dating to the prehistoric period. This relates to a socketed axe found prior to 1880, which was described as being found "near Hatcham" and "within St Paul, Deptford Parish”, and may indicate a presence during th...

	5.2 Roman
	5.2.1 The supposed line of Watling Street (MLO5606) follows the line of Old Kent Road through Southwark, and in this area New Cross Road, c. 400m to the north of the site.  It is designated as an Archaeological Priority Area (Watling Street and the 'D...
	5.2.2 The Roman road from Southwark to Greenwich (MLO11490) is recorded by grid reference some 700m to the northeast of the site, although the exact route is not known.
	5.2.3 The London-Lewes Road (MLO19469) was probably constructed in the early 2nd century. In this area, it runs northwest to southeast and runs along the line of / parallel with Asylum Road, c.380m to the west of the site.  Sections of the road surfac...
	5.2.4 Two Roman ditches (MLO7655) have also been recorded at Asylum Road, c. 620m to the west of the site.

	5.3 Saxon
	5.3.1 The Manor of Hatcham was probably in existence prior to 1086 and Peckham was in existence by at least AD 1066 and the place name is derived from Old English which indicates an Anglo-Saxon origin.  Mid-Saxon burials have been found in the Watling...

	5.4 Medieval
	5.4.1 No medieval activity is recorded within the study area.

	5.5 Post-Medieval
	5.5.1 The majority of the post-medieval evidence in the study area relates to Grade II Listed Buildings dating to the 18th and 19th centuries.  The closest of these to the development site are numbers 34 (MLO90188) and 56 (MLO90189) Kender Street, whi...
	5.5.2 The Deptford Tithe map of 1844 shows the potentially sudden development reaching the proposed development site during the mid 19th century with the area depicted as enveloped by streets and dwellings.  The area of the proposed development appear...


	6 archaeological methodology and objectives
	6.1 The purpose of the archaeological investigation was to determine the presence or absence of surviving features at the site and, if present, to assist in formulating an appropriate archaeological mitigation strategy. All works were undertaken in ac...
	6.2 As outlined in the Written Scheme of Investigation (Clarke 2017), the evaluation aimed to address the following issues:
	6.3 The site was subject to two evaluation trenches, each of which was to measure 10m x 1.80m; these full dimensions were achieved during the works.
	6.4 All excavation of the low-grade overlying deposits was undertaken using a backhoe mechanical excavator using a toothless ditching bucket, under the constant supervision of a qualified archaeologist. Machine excavation continued in spits of 100mm a...
	6.5 Following machine excavation, relevant faces of the trench that required examination or recording were cleaned using appropriate hand tools.  The investigation of archaeological levels was by hand, with cleaning, examination and recording both in ...
	6.6 All archaeological features (stratigraphical layers, cuts, fills, structures) were evaluated by hand tools and recorded in plan at 1:20 or in section at 1:10 using standard single context recording methods. Features were evaluated so as to charact...
	6.7 The recording systems adopted during the investigations were fully compatible with those developed out of the Department of Urban Archaeology Site Manual, as presented in the PCA Site Manual (Taylor with Brown, 2009). The site archive was organise...
	6.8 A full photographic record was made during the archaeological investigation consisting of a digital photographic archive that was maintained during the course of the archaeological investigation.
	6.9 The complete archive produced during the evaluation and watching brief, comprising written, drawn and photographic records, will be deposited with LAARC with site code POE17.

	7 the archaeological sequence
	7.1 The earliest deposit observed during the archaeological evaluation consisted of natural brickearth, recorded in both Trench 1 (context [1]) and in Trench 2 (context [3]). The layer comprised firmly compacted, light yellowish brown sandy silt, with...
	7.2 In Trench 2 the natural deposits were overlain by a layer of firmly compacted, dark brown sandy silt [2] that had frequent inclusions of coal and clinker and occasional inclusions of small sub-rounded and sub-angular stones. It was recorded at a h...
	7.3 In Trench 1 the natural deposits were directly sealed by modern / 20th century made ground and demolition material. The made ground deposit was 0.77m thick and sealed by hardcore rubble and tarmac which formed the current day land-surface at a hei...
	7.4 In Trench 2, layer [2] was sealed directly by the hardcore rubble bedding layer for the present-day tarmac surface, which had a height of 4.01m OD.
	7.5 In Trench 1 some deep brick-built truncations were seen to have impacted the majority of the trench. These are considered to relate to 19th or 20th century buildings which stood at the site, comprising terraced houses fronting to Pomeroy Street in...

	8 archaeological Phase discussion
	8.1 Phase 1: Natural Deposits
	8.1.1 The earliest deposit observed during the archaeological evaluation consisted of natural brickearth at heights between 2.93m OD in Trench 2 and 2.69m OD in Trench 1

	8.2 Phase 2: Post-Medieval
	8.2.1 In Trench 2 the natural deposits were overlain by a very humic layer of firmly compacted, dark brown sandy silt that had frequent inclusions of coal and clinker and occasional inclusions of small sub-rounded and sub-angular stones, which probabl...

	8.3 Phase 3: Modern
	8.3.1 The 20th Century made ground and demolition deposits recorded in Trench 1 are probably associated with the late 20th century demolition of the houses which fronted on to Pomeroy Street during the latter 19th – 20th centuries. The wall which runs...

	Plate 1: Trench 1 Looking South   Plate 2: Trench 2 Looking North
	Plate 3 Section 2 West Facing Section

	9 research questions
	9.1 The Written Scheme of Investigation (Clarke 2017) highlighted a set of specific objectives to be addressed by the investigation:
	To determine the presence of any Prehistoric, Roman and Anglo-Saxon activity.
	9.2 No Prehistoric, Roman or Anglo-Saxon activity was witnessed on the study site.
	To determine the presence of any Medieval and Post-Medieval activity. Is this evidence indicative of industrial activity known in the area?
	9.3 No medieval activity was witnessed on the study site.
	9.4 The only evidence for post-medieval activity was the probable plough-soil [2] in Trench 2. This is indicative of arable farming and reflects the historical use of the area prior to the urbanisation of the area in the late 1800’s.
	9.5 No evidence was identified which could be indicative of the industrial activity known in the area.
	Establish the likely impact of past land use and development.
	9.6 The results of the evaluation appear to indicate that the within the area of Trench 1, the study site has been prone to severe truncation which has impacted heavily on the archaeological horizon.
	9.7 The presence of the post-medieval plough soil in the area of Trench 2 suggests that discreet pockets survival remain on site.
	9.8 The geotechnical investigation complements the findings of the evaluation, in suggesting a generally 1 to 2.0m thick deposit of made ground above brickearth and/or gravels.
	Provide sufficient information to, if appropriate, construct an archaeological mitigation strategy.
	9.9 The evaluation has shown that brickearth survives at the site at levels between 2.93m OD and 2.69m OD, approximately 1.0 to 1.2m BGL. This is matched by the geotechnical study, which showed brickearth at similar depths where the made ground was th...
	9.10 On this basis, and coupled with the absence of any archaeological finds or features in the evaluation, it is not considered that the area of the site which has been investigated warrants any further mitigation.

	10 Conclusions
	10.1 The evaluation shows that the study site has been subject to localised heavy truncation during previous development.
	10.2 Trenches 1 showed 20th century made ground directly sealing natural brickearth deposits, strongly suggesting horizontal truncation in this area – probably related to the 19th / 20th century terraces known to have stood on Pomeroy Street.
	10.3 Whilst Trench 2 did show the survival of brickearth and a post-medieval plough soil [2], no finds or features were seen within the trench.
	10.4 The absence of archaeology, and the evidence of substantial localised truncation, is considered to not justify further work within the area investigated. Once the project is deemed complete, the completed archive comprising all site records from ...
	10.5 The results of the archaeological investigation will be published as an entry in the London Archaeologist ‘Round Up’.
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