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1                ABSTRACT 

This summary report details the results and working methods of an archaeological watching brief 

undertaken by Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd. during the installation of a new river outfall pipeline 

extending into the Thames foreshore on land at Enderby Wharf, Christchurch Way, London Borough 

of Greenwich. 

The fieldwork was carried out between December 2017 and 26th January 2018.  This supplements 

previous work carried out between 2014 and 2015 which comprised a strip, map and sample exercise 

on the location of a former 17th century gunpowder magazine. 

The watching brief identified natural alluvial horizons and a post-medieval timber revetment and piles 

indicative of earlier riverbank boundaries.  No features or deposits were firmly identified as pre-dating 

the post-medieval period.  Evidence of modern construction activities were observed during the 

excavation of the bankside trench box suggesting significant truncation. 
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2                INTRODUCTION 

Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd. (PCA) were commissioned to undertake an archaeological watching 

brief arising from groundworks being conducted at Enderby Wharf, Greenwich, SE10. The 

groundworks were associated with the installation of new services associated with the construction of 

residential units by Barratts Homes. 

The watching brief was undertaken in accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation (Fairman, 

2018). 

The purpose of the watching brief was to identify and record any archaeological remains within the 

area of the works and record them appropriately (as far as was reasonably practicable). 

The area under observation was situated on the eastern foreshore of the River Thames between the 

Alcatel Causeway and the Alcatel Jetty (Figure 1). 

Following completion of the project the site archive will be deposited in its entirety with the London 

Archaeological Archive and Research Centre (LAARC) identified by the unique code END13. 

The watching brief was conducted from December 2017 and 26th January 2018 

The project was monitored by Mark Stevenson on behalf of Historic England and project-managed by 

Amelia Fairman of Pre-Construct Archaeology. The watching brief was supervised by the author, Dan 

Britten and Guy Seddon also of Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd. 

 

3 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY 

 The British Geological Survey indicated that the underlying geology of the study site comprised 

London Clay capped by floodplain gravel.  A desk-based assessment (CgMs 2013) indicated that the 

alluvial clay sealed the gravel by up to 5m in thickness.  Peat was recorded at the site between 2.50m 

and 4.20m below ground level which was likely to date to the early Neolithic or late Bronze Age. 

The Archaeological strip, map and sample exercise revealed a prehistoric peat horizon overlain by 

blue and brown alluvial clays (Taylor, 2016).  Alluvial deposits in the north-west of the site were 

recorded between 2m and 3.50m below ground level.  Numerous redeposited and undated alluvial 

clays were observed throughout the subject site between 1m and 2.30m below ground level and could 

only be dated to post prehistoric and pre post-medieval redevelopment. 

The site is located on the south bank of the Thames on the west side of the north/south aligned 

Greenwich Peninsula. Ground level is at between 2.6m AOD and 4.6m AOD. 
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4        ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY  

In accordance with the approved Written Scheme of Investigation (Fairman, 2018), an archaeological 

watching brief was undertaken during excavation works for the new outfall pipeline. 

The works included the excavation of a trench which extended c.17m from the current shoreline x 

2.40m-2.50m width and up to 1.30m depth (an inset scour apron) and a trench box at the terminus of 

the latter trench.  The trench box measured 8.5m x 5m x 2.7m depth. 

All areas of investigation were excavated by a 360º excavator fitted with a flat bladed ditching bucket. 

Contexts were numbered and are shown in this report in squared brackets. 

The completed archive, comprising all written, drawn and photographic records, will be deposited with 

the London Archaeological Archive and Research Centre under the unique Site Code END13. 

  



6 

 

5          ARCHAEOLOGICAL SEQUENCE 

Phase 1: Undated 

The earliest horizon encountered within Trench 1 comprised a dark grey alluvium [601].  This 

contained occasional inclusions of small fragments of ceramic building material and chalk nodules.  

The deposit extended across the entirety of the base of the trench from a height of c.1m below ground 

level and measuring over 0.30m in thickness.  The inclusions were heavily abraded and undateable, 

but were consistent with naturally deposited alluvium of indeterminate date. 

A comparable alluvial horizon was encountered in the Trench Box (TB1).  This was identified at 1.60m 

BGL, as deposit [607] and extended over 1.10m in thickness.   

Deposits [601] and [607] are likely to form part of a wider sequence of alluvial deposition from the 

Thames over a prolonged, but undetermined, period of time. 

 

Phase 2: Post-Medieval/ Modern 

 

A timber structure [609] was observed within Trench 1 and was interpreted as part of a north-south 

aligned revetment, presumably demarcating an earlier reinforcement of the riverbank.  The structure 

comprised a pile and plank revetment utilising timber piles 140mm in diameter to retain a series of 

horizontally lain planks which measured up to 310mm in width and included what appeared to be a 

whole tree (minus the bark).  The structure extended beyond both northern and southern limits of 

excavation to an unknown length and was recorded in section (see Section 1, Figure 3).  The piles 

had been driven into alluvium [601] to an unknown depth. 

A second series of timber piles were observed within TB1.  These could not be accessed or recorded 

with any accuracy due to health and safety constraints.  However, they appeared to follow a roughly 

north-west south-east alignment which presumably relates to a former reinforced bankside.  The piles 

were directly sealed by modern overburden and therefore, similarly to [609] were considered to be 

late post-medieval in date. 

Sealing structure [609] from 1m BGL on the western half of the TB1 excavation was a deposit of 

brown silty sand [606].  The latter extended to a thickness of 1.11m and contained frequent inclusions 

of small pebbles and flecks of ceramic building material.  Modern services were observed running 

through the layer, and therefore the latter was interpreted as disturbed and of modern date.  A 90mm 

thick black gravel layer [605] sealed [606] from 0.87m BGL which in turn was overlain by a 0.64m 

thick layer of sandy gravel [604] from 0.22m BGL.  Black silty sandy gravel [603] and sand [602] 

sealed the upper limits of the trench with a combined depth of 0.17m.  The sand was interpreted as 

the bedding layer for the overlying paved footpath, and the presence of modern services within [603] 

also suggested these to be modern horizons. 
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Situated along the northern limit of excavation of TB1 was a modern manhole that truncated all earlier 

horizons.  This extended to a width of 1.40m and continued in depth beyond the limit of excavation (in 

excess of 2.40m).  An earlier, but modern deposit of yellow brown silty sand [608] was identified to the 

east of the manhole from a depth of 1.30m BGL and suggested, with the presence of multiple modern 

services, that the area to the east of the manhole had been disturbed. 
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6 INTERPRETATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 

The earliest identified horizons comprised undated alluvial deposits consistent with the undated 

alluvium recorded during the previous strip, map and record investigations. 

The layers of undated alluvium are consistent with a riverine environment and indicative of multiple 

episodes of flooding over an indeterminate period.  Driven into these deposits were a number of 

driven posts indicating at least two phases of bankside reinforcement.  The timbers were in good 

condition and found in close proximity to late post-medieval material which suggested the timbers to 

have been of a contemporary date. 

Modern deposits capped the areas of investigation and included numerous services and truncations 

indicative of widespread disturbance during earlier development of the site. 

No archaeological remains, structures or horizons were firmly dated prior to the post-medieval period. 
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Plate 1: General view of site, looking west 
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Plate 2: Location of Inset Scour Apron, view to west, 0.5m scale 



13 

 

 

Plate 3: Inset Scour Apron being excavated, view to west 
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Plate 4: Excavation of Inset Scour Apron, view to north-west 

 

 

 

Plate 5: Timber structure [609] in trench 1, view to east 
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Plate 6: View to north of TB1 
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