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1 ABSTRACT 

1.1 This report details the working methods and results of an archaeological watching brief 

undertaken by Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited at 1A Bartholomew Street, London Borough 

of Southwark, SE1.  

1.2 The work was commissioned by Noble House Services Ltd. to discharge planning conditions 5 

and 13 on planning permission 15/AP/3890. The watching brief was monitored by Gillian King, 

Archaeological Adviser to the London Borough of Southwark.  

1.3 The works were carried out in three stages. Firstly, by site-wide ground reduction to ready the 

area for the new development. Secondly, by excavation of 8 small shuttering pits (1.0m x 1.5m) 

at 1m intervals to allow the wall of the adjacent property to be underpinned. Thirdly, by the 

excavation of 7 rectilinear pits, referred to as foundation pits. These were dug to a depth of 

around 2m BGL (or 0.40m Ordnance Datum(OD)) in various locations (see figure 2) to establish 

secure footings for the new build. 

1.4 The first stage of works revealed, beneath modern backfill and made ground, the remains of a 

substantial rectangular post-medieval red-brick basement with a York Stone floor. The 

basement, did not respect the alignment of the adjacent Bartholomew Street terrace, and is 

likely to represent an earlier late post-medieval property. 

1.5 With the exception of the basement area, a comparable sequence of deposits was recorded 

across the study site. Modern levelling materials and concrete surfaces overlay a significant 

layer of post-medieval made-ground extending up to a meter in thickness,  which in turn overlay 

brickearth and natural gravels were. 

1.6 No features or horizons of archaeological interest pre-dating the post-medieval period were 

identified. 
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2 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 Pre-Construct Archaeology (PCA) was commissioned by Noble House Services Ltd to 

undertake an archaeological watching brief during excavations to develop the site at 1A 

Bartholomew Street, London Borough of Southwark, London, SE1 (Figure 1). The proposed 

project works comprised the demolition of an extant garage and erection of a three storey 

dwelling and ancillary landscaping works. 

2.2 The watching brief followed a methodology within a Written Scheme of Investigation prepared 

by PCA (Fairman 2017), and approved by the London Borough of Southwark, and was intended 

to locate, define, record and date any surviving archaeological deposits, features or finds on 

the site. 

2.3 The site, consisted of land at 1A Bartholomew Street adjacent to the property and garages at 1 

Bartholomew Street.  The western limits were bound by 4 New Kent Road, a terrace of a 

warehouse and the southern and south-eastern limits were defined by New Kent Road and 

Bartholomew Street respectively.   

2.4 The site was centered at TQ 3272 7900 and lay within an Archaeological Priority Zone as 

identified by the Southwark Unitary Development Plan (Borough, Bermondsey and Rivers).  

Numbers 1-19 Bartholomew Street, including the handrails associated with the properties, 

retain Grade II listing status (ID 470555). 

2.5 The first phase of works took place in January 2018 and was monitored by Tanya Jones and 

Shane Maher on 23rd and 24th January 2018, respectively. The second and third phases of 

works took place from 25th January 2018 to 9th February 2018 and was monitored by Tom Brook 

. The project was managed by Amelia Fairman.  

2.6 The site archive, including photographs and drawn and written records, was prepared under 

the site code BOM18, and will be deposited at the London Archaeological Archive and 

Research Centre (LAARC). 
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3 PLANNING BACKGROUND 

3.1 National Planning Policy: The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

3.1.1 In March 2012, the Department for Communities and Local Government issued the National 

Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), replacing Planning Policy Statement 5 (PPS5) ‘Planning 

for the Historic Environment’ which itself replaced Planning Policy Guidance Note 16 (PPG16) 

‘Archaeology and Planning’. It provides guidance for planning authorities, property owners, 

developers and others on the investigation and preservation of heritage assets. 

3.1.2 In considering any planning application for development, the local planning authority will be 

guided by the policy framework set by government guidance, in this instance NPPF, by current 

Unitary Development Plan policy and by other material considerations. 

3.2 Regional Guidance: The London Plan 

3.2.1 The over-arching strategies and policies for the whole of the Greater London area are contained 

within the Greater London Authority’s London Plan (July 2011) which includes the following 

statement relating to archaeology: 

Policy 7.8 

Heritage assets and archaeology 

 

Strategic 

A. London’s heritage assets and historic environment, including listed buildings, registered 

historic parks and gardens and other natural and historic landscapes, conservation areas, 

World Heritage Sites, registered battlefields, scheduled monuments, archaeological remains 

and memorials should be identified, so that the desirability of sustaining and enhancing their 

significance and of utilising their positive role in place shaping can be taken into account. 

B. Development should incorporate measures that identify, record, interpret, protect and, where 

appropriate, present the site’s archaeology. 

 

Planning decisions 

C. Development should identify, value, conserve, restore, re-use and incorporate heritage 

assets, where appropriate. 

D. Development affecting heritage assets and their settings should conserve their significance, 

by being sympathetic to their form, scale, materials and architectural detail. 

E. New development should make provision for the protection of archaeological resources, 

landscapes and significant memorials. The physical assets should, where possible, be made 
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available to the public on-site. Where the archaeological asset or memorial cannot be preserved 

or managed on-site, provision must be made for the investigation, understanding, recording, 

dissemination and archiving of that asset. 

LDF preparation 

F. Boroughs should, in LDF policies, seek to maintain and enhance the contribution of built, 

landscaped and buried heritage to London’s environmental quality, cultural identity and 

economy as part of managing London’s ability to accommodate change and regeneration. 

G. Boroughs, in consultation with English Heritage, Natural England and other relevant statutory 

organisations, should include appropriate policies in their LDFs for identifying, protecting, 

enhancing and improving access to the historic environment and heritage assets and their 

settings where appropriate, and to archaeological assets, memorials and historic and natural 

landscape character within their area. 

 

3.3 Local Guidance: Archaeology in the Borough of Southwark 

3.3.1 This study aims to satisfy the objectives of the London Borough of Southwark, which fully 

recognises the importance of the buried heritage for which they are the custodians. Relevant 

policy statements for the protection of the buried archaeological resource within the borough 

are contained within the Core Strategy (April 2011): 

Strategic Policy 12 – Design and conservation 

How we will achieve our vision to improve our places 

SO 2F: Conserve and protect historic and natural places 

Our approach is 

Development will achieve the highest possible standards of design for buildings and 

public spaces to help create attractive and distinctive places which are safe, easy to get 

around and a pleasure to be in. 

We will do this by 

3.3.2 1. Expecting development to conserve or enhance the significance of Southwark’s 

heritage assets, their settings and wider historic environment, including conservation areas, 

archaeological priority zones and sites, listed and locally listed buildings, registered parks and 

gardens, world heritage sites and scheduled monuments. 

3.3.3 The Southwark Plan, adopted in July 2007, contains policy statements in respect of protecting 

the buried archaeological resource. These statements are outlined below: 

 

Policy 3.19 Archaeology  
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Planning applications affecting sites within Archaeological Priority Zones (APZs), as identified 

in Appendix 8, shall be accompanied by an archaeological assessment and evaluation of the 

site, including the impact of the proposed development. There is a presumption in favour of 

preservation in situ, to protect and safeguard archaeological remains of national importance, 

including scheduled monuments and their settings. The in-situ preservation of archaeological 

remains of local importance will also be sought unless the importance of the development 

outweighs the local value of the remains. If planning permission is granted to develop any site 

where there are archaeological remains or there is good reason to believe that such remains 

exist, conditions will be attached to secure the excavation and recording or preservation in 

whole or in part, if justified, before development begins. 

Reasons 

Southwark has an immensely important archaeological resource. Increasing evidence of those 

peoples living in Southwark before the Roman and medieval period is being found in the north 

of the borough and along the Old Kent Road. The suburb of the Roman provincial capital 

(Londinium) was located around the southern bridgehead of the only river crossing over the 

Thames at the time and remains of Roman buildings, industry, roads and cemeteries have been 

discovered over the last 30 years. The importance of the area during the medieval period is 

equally well attested both archaeologically and historically. Elsewhere in Southwark, the routes 

of Roman roads (along the Old Kent Road and Kennington Road) and the historic village cores 

of Peckham, Camberwell, Walworth and Dulwich also have the potential for the survival of 

archaeological remains. 

 

3.4 Site Specific Planning Background 

3.4.1 The study site falls within the Archaeological Priority Zone ‘Borough, Bermondsey and Rivers’ 

as defined by the Southwark Unitary Development Plan. 
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4 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY 

4.1 Geology 

4.1.1 The solid geology of the study site is shown by the British Geological Survey (2014) as London 

Clay Formation, forming the London Basin and comprising clay and silt.  The London Clay is 

overlain by superficial deposits comprising Kempton Park Gravels (sand and gravel). 

4.1.2 The gravel terraces in the northern Southwark region were eroded in prehistory leaving a series 

of islands within the river that were surrounded by tidal channels.  During the early Roman 

period ground level on the islands is projected to have been between 1m and 1.5m OD1.  . 

4.1.3 Two large islands located to the north of what is today Borough Underground station played a 

central role in the development of Roman London2.  The site is located on what would have 

been the ‘mainland’ of south London. 

4.2 Topography 

4.2.1 The present day south bank of the River Thames lies at some considerable distance to the 

north of the site, but during the majority of the later prehistoric and early Roman periods 

estuarine channels extended as far south as Long Lane where the Borough Channel separated 

the south island from the ‘mainland’ of south London.  To the northeast of the site Bermondsey 

formed a large peninsular surrounded by water which was joined to the ‘mainland’ by a land 

bridge that extended roughly along the line of Long Lane. 

4.2.2 The site was level and the modern ground was at 2.47m OD. 

4.2.3 No watercourses or occurring bodies of water were seen within the study site or its immediate 

vicinity. 

  

                                                      
1 Milne, G. Battarbee, R. W .Stalker, V. & Yule, B. 1983 The river Thames in London in the mid 1st Century AD Trans London 

Middlesex Arch Soc 34 p19-30 

Killock, D. 2005 Roman River bank use and changing water levels at 51-53 Southwark Street, Southwark London Transactions 

of the London and Middlesex Archaeological Society Vol 56 27-44 

 

2 Graham, A. H. 1978 The Geology of North Southwark and its Topographical Development in the Post-Pleistocene Period in 

Bird et al (1978), 501-516 



1A Bartholomew Street, London Borough of Southwark, London, SE1: An Archaeological Watching Brief 

© Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited, April 2018 

PCA Report Number: R13200  Page 11 of 28 

5 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

An archaeological desk-based assessment was carried out by CgMs (2015) and provided an 

archaeological background to the site. A summary of that report is reproduced below: 

5.1 Prehistoric  

5.2 A generally low potential for prehistoric remains was identified.  No evidence for archaeological 

assets of Bronze Age or Iron Age date are recorded either on or within a 250m radius of the 

study site.  These results suggested that the area comprised marginal land unfit for exploitation 

during this period.  As such the archaeological potential of the site for prehistoric remains was 

considered to be low. 

5.3 Roman 

5.4 The northern part of Southwark formed part of a highly developed agricultural landscape which 

developed around the bridgehead settlement during the Roman period.  The line of Watling 

Street which ran north towards the bridgehead passed in a south-east north-west alignment 

c.200m east of the subject site.  Furthermore, the site is located to the south-east of the known 

Roman settlement on the south side of the River Thames. 

5.5 Archaeological assets of Roman date are largely restricted to a narrow corridor either side of 

the Roman Road linking Canterbury and London (Watling Street), along which the Old Kent 

Road has been aligned (Archaeological Priority Area DLO35767). 

5.6 However, documentary sources dictate that a number of Roman burials were found to the rear 

of the study site.  These comprised stone sarcophaguses and would suggest activity in the 

immediate vicinity.  Reports also suggest that numerous cremation urns were recovered during 

excavations within the chapel and burying ground along Deverell Street (HMSO, 1928), 

immediately north of the subject site.  Furthermore, investigations at the nearby St Saviour’s 

and St Olave’s School revealed additional evidence of Roman activity including a ditch and pit 

(site code SSB93).  As such, the archaeological potential is deemed to be high. 

5.7 Saxon 

5.8 Archaeological evidence for Early and Middle Saxon activity is largely absent within Southwark, 

with the previously settled area seemingly abandoned during this time. It is probable that a 

‘burh’ existed during the Late Saxon period and it has been postulated that the settlement was 

focused around the bridgehead and defined by a defensive ditch. The study site is located 

beyond such a bridgehead settlement and it would seem unlikely that Late Saxon activity 

extends into the area. Caution should however be applied to the certainty of any settlement 

limits.  The archaeological potential for the Saxon period should be considered low. 

5.9 Medieval 

5.10 Evidence suggests that the study site was located beyond the main area of settlement during 

the early part of the medieval period. The settlement expanded during the latter part of the 
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medieval period, with development within the vicinity of the subject site represented by the 

establishment of an early Medieval Leper Hospital beneath modern Tabard Street.  This would 

however suggest that the immediate surroundings might have been sparsely populated at this 

time. 

5.11 Throughout the medieval period, the site is likely to have lain within marginal, marshy area, 

liable to flooding into the 17th and 18th centuries.  Archaeological features and horizons of 

medieval date is therefore considered to be low.  However, features if present are likely to 

comprise evidence of agricultural activity and land divisions. 

5.12 Post-Medieval 

5.13 Despite expansion within Southwark during the post-medieval period, the subject site is likely 

to have remained largely uninhabited until the 17th/18th centuries.  The construction of the 

railways in the wider area however brought rapid expansion and development with significant 

residential development illustrated in the study area by 1888.  Maps suggest that by this date, 

the site was developed as part of a terrace and Bartholomew Street was named as Warner 

Street. 

5.14 By 1896 terraced buildings are illustrated within the subject site, with a small building within a 

garden to the rear of 1 Bartholomew Street.  Additional residential units with Saw Mills are 

illustrated to the north.  The garage section of the site underwent numerous phases of 

construction, demolition, and redevelopment throughout the 19th and 20th centuries.  

Development at 1 Bartholomew Street remained unchanged to the present since its first 

appearance cartographically in 1896.  Consequently, the potential for the post-

medieval/modern periods was deemed to be moderate. 
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6 ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY 

6.1 The Watching Brief was conducted in accordance with the methodology outlined in the Written 

Scheme of Investigation (Fairman 2017).  

6.2 Ground reduction was made in spits of no more than 100mm by the contractor using a Kubota 

Mini Excavator under constant archaeological supervision which aimed to identify finds, 

archaeological features and natural horizons. 

6.3 The first phase of works involved demolition and removal of garages and site-wide ground 

reduction to remove remaining modern structures or impediments to further works. 

6.4 The second phase of works involved the ground reduction for eight shuttering pits, which 

eventually underpinned the entire length of the party wall with 1 Bartholomew Street and also 

the exterior wall facing Bartholomew Street. These pits were completed to a depth of around 

1.8m BGL (0.77m OD). 

6.5 The third phase of works involved ground reduction of seven rectilinear strip foundation pits, six 

of those were located around the perimeter of the site and one toward the centre. These were 

no larger than 1.5m x 1m and, similarly to the shuttering pits, were excavated to a depth of 

around 1.8m BGL.  

6.6 The location of all interventions were recorded in plan. (See figures 2 and 3). In addition, the 

site’s stratigraphic sequence was recorded by hand-drawn sections in alternate shuttering pits 

and in six of the seven foundation pits, one section not being accessible due to concerns over 

the structural integrity of the pit.  

6.7 Archaeological features were cleaned using appropriate hand tools and then examined and 

recorded in plan, section and by photograph.  

6.8 All deposits were recorded on pro-forma context sheets. Trench plans were drawn at a scale of 

1:50 for pit or trench recording and 1:20 for feature recording. Sections were recorded at 1:10. 

The trenches were located using survey plans provided by the client showing the existing 

property boundaries.  

6.9 A photographic record was also kept in digital format. 

6.10 Finds and samples were recovered from excavated deposits and features to aid the 

identification and date of archaeological horizons.  

6.11 A temporary benchmark was provided by PCA’s in-house survey team which provided the 

reference level from which the height of all plans and sections were calculated.  The bench 

mark had the value of  2.47m OD, and demarcated the modern ground level and intended future 

ground level.  

6.12 All works were undertaken in accordance with the guidelines set out by Historic England and 

the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists 
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7 ARCHAEOLOGICAL SEQUENCE 

7.1 Phase 1: Natural  

7.1.1 Natural Kempton Park gravels and sands were observed across the site sloping upwards from 

south-east to north-west. The highest recorded point of the natural geology, 1.35m OD, was 

recorded at the north-west of the site. The lowest, 0.77m OD (see Sections 4 and 11), was 

recorded at the south of the area.  

7.2 Phase 2: Undated 

7.2.1 A layer of brickearth was found across the full extent of the site (recorded as contexts [8], [11], 

[15], [20], [23], [25], [27], [29], [31] and [34]), except in the locations of the basement [1] to the 

west and north-west of the site where it was presumably truncated. No finds were retrieved 

from the brickearth meaning it remains undated.  The absence of finds doesn’t necessarily 

prove however a complete absence of activity on the site during this phase.  

7.2.2 The highest level the brickearth was recorded at was 1.85m OD (see Section 8 and plate 1), 

and measured between 0.2 and 0.5m in thickness.  

 

Plate 1 Looking south-east. Showing typical site sequence including notable brickearth 
deposit, showing as a brownish yellow above the natural gravels 
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7.3 Phase 3: Post-Medieval  

7.3.1 A substantial post-medieval levelling layer [22] was observed across the site, particularly in the 

north of the site, where an extensive free section was revealed showing this layer (see plate 2).    

 

 

Plate 2 Looking north-west. Showing substantial post-medieval layer [22] recorded as Section 
7. 

7.3.2 The silty clay layer extended up to 0.82m in thickness and contained occasional small 

fragments of clay pipe stem and abraded pottery.  The layer was interpreted as a made-ground 

deposit either to prepare the area for later construction or to level the area.  

 
7.4 Phase 4: Later Post-Medieval   

7.4.1 The remnants of a rectangular post-medieval basement was recorded to the north and west of 

the site. The structure in total extended 7.1m north to south and was 2m wide and was made 

up of three constituent parts: 

• Walls [1], [2], and [3] forming the four cardinal extents of the structure;  

• York stone floors [5] and [6] which were found in relatively good condition (see Plate 

3) and still retained their original green paint;  

• A partition wall [4] orientated east-west, one course of brick thick which appears to 

have divided the area inside the walls into two separate spaces. Though little of it 

survived, wall [4] is identified by a blue arrow in plate 3.  

7.4.2 The walls had been constructed using red bricks with a shallow frog bonded with a grey mortar 

containing chalk inclusions.  These survived to a maximum height of 0.80m with up to 11 

surviving courses. 

7.4.3 To the west of the basement structure were two backfilled cavities between sections of wall 
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(see Plate 3). These were interpreted as small western entrances to the basement. 

 

Plate 3 Looking west. Following removal of eastern portion of wall [1]. Showing remaining part 
of wall [1] in the foreground and at the upper right of the image. In the upper centre of the 
image wall [2] is defined by backfilled cavities either side, presumed to be small entrances to 
the basement. To the upper left of the image is wall [3].  
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Plate 4 Looking north. Showing narrow rectangular structure [1] orientated north-south. 
Presumed to be a basement. The total width (east-west) of the structure was 2m.  
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Plate 5 Looking south. Showing masonry structure [1] and the northern part of the York stone 
[5] showing in light green. 

 

7.5 Phase 5: Modern 

7.5.1 Concrete slabs were observed across the site to form the level for the garage and associated 

working area. 
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8 CONCLUSIONS 

8.1 Four phases were observed at the site: 

• Phase 1, Natural Geology – observed to be Kempton Park gravels 

• Phase 2, Undated Brickearth - the deposition of brickearth across the study area. A 

consequence of natural processes distinct from those at play in phase 1. 

• Phase 3, Post-medieval - a post-medieval levelling event, or series of events, to prepare 

the site for further use. 

• Phase 4, Later post-medieval - the construction of walls and the laying down of a York 

stone floor with a partition to create two basement areas. 

• Phase 5, Modern - the laying down of concrete across the study area for modern use of 

the site, probably along with the construction of the garage which occupied the site until 

recently.  

8.2 The superficial geology seen in the ground reductions was confirmed to be Kempton Park 

gravels and was generally level at around 1.3m OD. The deeper London clay basin geology 

was not seen. 

8.3 Brickearth was seen across the site consistent with other parts of London and was between 0.2 

and 0.5m thick and seen at around 1.6m OD.  

8.4 No Roman, Saxon, or medieval archaeological horizons or finds were found.  

8.5 The majority of the surviving evidence on the site comes from the post-medieval period, during 

which time a basement was constructed and later fell out of use before being buried beneath 

modern levelling deposits.  
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APPENDIX 1: CONTEXT DESCRIPTIONS 

Context Type Description 
Section No. Thickness/Height 

(m) 
Highest Level (m 

OD) 

1 Masonry Basement wall - 0.5 2.17 

2 Masonry Basement wall - 0.5 1.97 

3 Masonry Basement wall - 0.5 1.97 

4 Masonry Basement wall - 0.04 1.47 

5 Masonry York stone floor - 0.06 1.47 

6 Masonry York stone floor - 0.06 1.51 

7 Layer Made ground 1 1.01 2.30 

8 Layer Brickearth 1 0.32 1.07 

10 Layer Made ground 2 0.28 1.80 

11 Layer Brickearth 2 0.31 1.57 

12 Layer Natural gravels 2 Undefined 1.20 

13 Layer Made ground 3 0.62 1.80 

15 Later Brickearth 3 0.30 1.80 

16 Layer Natural gravels 3 Undefined 1.22 

17 Layer Made ground 4 0.71 1.80 

18 Layer Natural gravels 4 Undefined 0.77 

19 Layer Made ground 5 0.45 1.77 

20 Layer Brickearth 5 0.25 1.31 

21 Layer Made ground 6 0.72 2.30 

22 Layer Made ground 7 0.82 2.30 

23 Layer Brickearth 7 0.22 1.45 

24 Layer Natural gravels 7 Undefined 1.23 

25 Layer Brickearth 8 0.31 1.85 
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26 Layer Natural gravels 8 Undefined 1.35 

27 Layer Brickearth 9 0.25 1.55 

28 Layer Natural gravels 9 Undefined 1.30 

29 Layer Brickearth  10 0.20 1.57 

30 Layer Made ground 11 0.79 2.04 

31 Layer Brickearth 11 0.45 1.25 

32 Layer Natural gravels 11 Undefined 0.77 

33 Layer Made ground 12 0.72 2.30 

34 Layer Brickearth 12 0.52 1.17 
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APPENDIX 2: SITE MATRIX 
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