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1 ABSTRACT 

Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd (PCA) was appointed by the CgMs Heritage on behalf of BAM 

Construction to carry out an archaeological watching brief on land formerly part of Dunsbury 

Hill Farm, Park Lane, Waterlooville, Hampshire. The Site is the subject of a business park 

development. 

 

The watching brief was carried out as a requirement of planning consent for the development 

and in accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation. It took place intermittently between 

the 3rd of October 2017 and 4th April 2018, coinciding with phases of topsoil stripping and 

trench excavations for service diversions. 

 

No archaeological remains, features, deposits or finds of any significance were identified 

during the watching brief. Several land drains and other modern disturbances were observed 

across the stripped areas of the Site and the presence of these appears to suggest that 

archaeological remains would have been visible, had they also been present. 
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2 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 Project Background 

2.1.1 Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd (PCA) was appointed by the CgMs Heritage on behalf 
of BAM Construction to carry out an archaeological watching brief on land formerly 
part of Dunsbury Hill Farm, Park Lane, Waterlooville, Hampshire, hereafter ‘the Site’ 
(Figure 1). The Site is the subject of a business park development. 

2.1.2 The archaeological watching brief was a requirement of the Local Planning Authority 
(LPA) Havant Borough Council and was been secured by condition 16 of planning 
consent (Planning reference APP/17/00228 Variation of Condition 16 of Planning 
Permission APP/12/00338). The requirement was based on the advice of the 
Hampshire County Archaeology Officer (CAO), advisor to the LPA. The watching brief 
aimed to ensure that, in the event archaeological remains were affected by 
construction activities for the business park, an adequate investigation and record of 
the remains be made. Specifically, the watching brief targeted: 

 Plots 1, 3, 4a, 4b, 5, 5a, & 5b topsoil stripping and service diversion; 

 Service diversion outside the northern Site perimeter, entering 
adjacent Plot 6, the only intrusive works that extend beyond the red 
line boundary. 

2.1.3 The background to, and the aims and method of, the watching brief were set out in a 
Written Scheme of Investigation (PCA 2017) 

2.1.4 The results of previous archaeological investigations carried out in respect of the 
development of the Site were set out in the following documents: 

 ‘Dunsbury Hill Farm Near Havant Hampshire : An Archaeological 
Impact Assessment’ (AOC 2002) 

 ‘Access Road, Dunsbury Hill Farm, Leigh Park, Hampshire: 
Archaeological Evaluation Report’ (Headland Archaeology 2015) 

 ‘An Archaeological Evaluation At Dunsbury Hill Farm (Plot 2), 
Waterlooville, Hampshire’ (Archaeology South East 2015). 

2.1.5 The results of simultaneous investigations carried out by PCA and in respect of the 
development of Plots 6 and 7 within the Site were set out in the following reports: 

 Dunsbury Park, Waterlooville, Hampshire PO9 4EE: 

Archaeological Evaluation Report – Plot 7, (PCA 2018a) 

 Dunsbury Park, Waterlooville, Hampshire PO9 4EE: 

Archaeological Evaluation Report – Plots 6 & 7, (PCA 2018b) 

 Plot 7 Dunsbury Park, Waterlooville, Hampshire PO9 4EE, 

Archaeological Watching Brief Report (PCA 2018c) 
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2.1.6 This watching brief report has been prepared in accordance with the Chartered 
Institute for Archaeologists standard and guidance for an archaeological watching brief 
(CIfA 2014) and Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment 
(Historic England, 2015). PCA is a CIfA Registered Archaeological Organisation and 
is bound by its code of conduct. 

2.2 The Site, Topography and Geology 

2.2.1 The site is located to the east of Junction 3 of the A3(M) on farmland between the 
modern settlements of Leigh Park, to the east, and Waterlooville, to the west, and lies 
north of a watercourse, the Hermitage Stream. 

2.2.2 The Site lies on undulating land at between 30m and 35m above Ordnance Datum. 

2.2.3 According to the British Geological Survey the northern part of the Site lies on an area 
of Bognor Sand Member with no recorded superficial deposits, while the southern half 
lies on London Clay Formation of clay, silt and sand with superficial head deposits of 
clay, silt, sand and gravel   http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html. 

2.3 Archaeological and Historical Background 

2.3.1 The archaeological and historical background to the Site was set out in the Written 
Scheme of Investigation (PCA 2017) and the reports of previous and simultaneous 
investigations referenced above and is not repeated here.  

 

3 AIMS 

3.1 Watching Brief 

3.1.1 The aim of the archaeological watching brief was to monitor groundwork for the 
development and investigate and record archaeological remains if revealed, taking 
account of the date, nature, extent, bio-archaeological and palaeo-environmental 
potential of the remains, such as access to the Site under construction allowed. 

3.1.2 The aim of this report is to present the results of the watching brief. The report is 
intended  to satisfy the requirement of the CAO that the watching brief was carried out. 

 

4 RESULTS 

4.1 Introduction 

4.1.1 The following summary is based on the Site archive, which comprises a Site diary, 
context sheets, drawings and digital photographs. The archive is held at PCA’s 
Winchester office under the Site code DHWH17 and will be deposited with the 
Hampshire Cultural Trust in due course. 

4.1.2 The watching brief took place intermittently between the 3rd of October 2017 and 4th 
April 2018. 
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4.2 Methodology 

4.2.1 Following the methodology laid out in the WSI the watching brief targeted:  

 Plots 1, 3, 4a, 4b, 5, 5a 5b topsoil stripping and service diversion; 

 Service diversion outside the northern Site perimeter. 

4.2.2 The watching brief consisted of monitoring topsoil stripping and trench excavation for 
service diversions (Appendix 1 Plates 1-3 & Figures 2 & 3). Plots 4a, 4b, 5a and 5b 
were largely stripped prior to the commencement of the watching brief and in those 
plots a walk over survey was conducted to inspect the stripped surface for 
archaeological features. In contrast, areas of ground beneath overhead power lines 
were closely monitored when stripped as was the service diversion trench excavations 
on the northern Site perimeter. 

4.3 Natural Deposits 

4.3.1 Natural orangey-brown sandy clay was encountered across the Site and lay beneath 
a grey-brown topsoil/plough soil, which varied in depth, between 0.2m and 0.4m, 
across the Site. 

4.4 Archaeological Remains 

4.4.1 No archaeological remains, features, deposits or finds of any significance were 
identified during the watching brief. Several land drains and other modern disturbances 
were observed across the Site and the presence of these appears to suggest that 
archaeological remains would have been visible, had they also been present. 
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5 THE SITE ARCHIVE 

5.1.1 The Site archive, to include all project records and cultural material produced by the 
project, will be prepared in accordance with ‘Guidelines for the Preparation of 
Excavation Archives for Long-term Storage’ (UKIC 1990) and the Institute for 
Archaeologists ‘Standard and Guidance for the creation, compilation, transfer and 
deposition of archaeological archives’ (CIfA 2014). On completion of the project PCA 
will arrange for the archive to be deposited with the Hampshire Cultural Trust. 

5.1.2 The full copyright of the written/illustrative archive relating to the site will be retained 
by Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 
with all rights reserved. Hampshire County Council, however, will be granted an 
exclusive licence for the use of the archive for educational purposes, including 
academic research, providing that such use shall be non-profitmaking, and conforms 
to the Copyright and Related Rights regulations 2003. Further distribution and uses of 
the report either in its entirety or part thereof in paper or electronic form is prohibited 
without the prior consent of Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd. 

5.1.3 The licence extends to the use of all documents arising from this project in all matters 
relating directly to the project, as well as for bona fide research purposes (which 
includes the Hampshire Historic Environment Record). 

5.1.4 Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd has made every effort to ensure the accuracy of the 
content of this report. However, Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd cannot accept any 
liability in respect of, or resulting from, errors, inaccuracies or omissions this report 
contains.  
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APPENDIX 1: PLATES 

  
Plate 1: Stipped area of Plot 4, view to south 
 

 
Plate 2: Stripped area of Plot 4, general conditions  
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Plate 3: Service corridor trench, northern perimeter 
 

 
Plate 4: Service corrider: typical soil profile.  
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