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1 DETAILS OF THE PROJECT 

1.1 An archaeological investigation was undertaken by Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited on land 

at Colnbrook Rail Terminal site, Heathrow, SL3 0NJ on 06 August 2018. The site is centred at 

National Grid Reference TQ 03786 77085 and is located within the Slough Borough in Berkshire 

(Figure 1). 

1.2 The investigation consisted of monitoring of the groundworks related to preparation of a new 

access road off Colnbrook Bypass and a compound which would serve the construction works 

within the Colnbrook Rail Terminal (Figure 2). 

1.3 The archaeological investigation was conducted by Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited under 

the supervision of Cecilia Galleano. The project was managed by Zbigniew Pozorski. The 

archaeological work was commissioned by CgMs Heritage on behalf of British Pipeline Agency 

Ltd.  

1.4 The scope of works was consulted with Roland Smith of Berkshire Archaeology, the 

archaeological advisors to Slough Brough Council. As a minimum an archaeologically 

controlled topsoil strip with provision for sufficient time and resource to investigate and record 

any deposits revealed was agreed.   

1.5 The investigation adhered to a Written Scheme of Investigation for the project prepared by 

CgMs Heritage (CgMs 2018). 

1.6 The main archaeological potential of the site was for prehistoric remains. 

 

2 RESULTS  

2.1 The groundworks carried out on the site by the contractor consisted of removal of overgrowth 

from the area of the road, compound and their surroundings, shallow ground reduction within 

western part of the haul road and excavation of a test trench both to asses the ground conditions 

and fill inn the ‘soft spot’ with a hardcore material. No excavation was planned nor conducted 

within the central/east section of the road and the compound. Following the excavations, the 

road and the compound areas were topped with a crushed stone and brick to provide a levelled 

and stable surface. 

2.2 The western part of the road (c. 20m x 7m) adjacent to the Colnbrook Bypass was subject to 

excavation of 0.10m – 0.15m of the top deposit (Plates 1 -2) which consisted of a made ground. 

This deposit comprised of light greyish brown, loose, silty sand with frequent modern CBM 

rubble and debris. No archaeological remains were located, and no residual finds were 

recovered.  

2.3 Remaining sections of the road (c. 80m) and the compound (c. 40m x 40m) were subjects only 

to surface clearance and building up of the more durable surface. The exception was the test 

trench (5m x 1.60m x 0.45m; Plate 3) located within the road and some 36m west of the 



compound. It was excavated to assess the ground conditions and allow to fill a ‘soft spot’ in 

with crushed CBM. 

2.4 The trench revealed the made ground (0.15m thick) over buried topsoil (0.30m thick). The 

topsoil consisted of a dark grey to black, soft, clayey silt with frequent roots and occasional 

gravels. It overlay similar but more compacted and black marshy peat-like soil. The latter was 

recorded at the base of the trench. 

 

3 CONCLUSIONS 

3.1 The impact of the observed works on the site and potentially present archaeological deposits 

was minimal. The method effected by the contractor aimed at levelling the ground to provide 

the area as near to hardstanding as possible required more of the building up of a compacted 

materials then actual excavation works. As the result the only other evidence than surface made 

ground was recorded in the test trench, which exposed buried soil layers. 

3.2 To record the findings the OASIS entry has been completed. 
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FIGURE 1: SITE LOCATION 

 
 



FIGURE 2: ACCESS ROAD AND COMPOUND 

 

 

 

  



 
Plate 1: North-western end of the road off Colnbrook Bypass. Looking north. 

 

 
Plate 2: Excavation in the western part of the road. Looking south-east. 



 
Plate 3: Eastern section of the road. Looking east-north-east. 

 

 
Plate 4: Test trench in central section of the road. Looking north-east. 



 
Plate 5: Compound area. Looking north-west. 
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