
AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION 

AT CROSSNESS SEWAGE 

TREATMENT WORKS, 

THAMESMEAD, LONDON BOROUGH 

OF BEXLEY

DECEMBER 2007



An Archaeological Evaluation at Crossness Sewage Treatment Works, 

Thamesmead, London Borough of Bexley 

 

Site Code: CXS 07 

 

Central National Grid Reference: TQ 4883 8052 

 

Written and Researched by G. Seddon (PCA), C.R. Batchelor, N.P. Branch and P. 

Austin (Archaeoscape) 

 

Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited, December 2007 

 

Project Manager: Chris Mayo 

 

Commissioning Client: Scott Wilson Ltd on behalf of Thames Water 

 

 

 

 

 

Contractor: 

Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited 

Unit 54 

Brockley Cross Business Centre 

96 Endwell Road, Brockley 

London, SE4 2PD 

 

Tel:   020 7732 3925 

Fax:   020 7732 7896 

E-mail:  cmayo@pre-construct.com 

Web site: www.pre-construct.com 

 

 

© Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited 

December 2007 

 

© The material contained herein is and remains the sole property of Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited and is not for 
publication to third parties without prior consent. Whilst every effort has been made to provide detailed and accurate 

information, Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited cannot be held responsible for errors or inaccuracies herein 
contained. 

 



An Archaeological Evaluation at Crossness Sewage Treatment Works, Thamesmead, London Borough of Bexley 
©Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd, December 2007 

 2

CONTENTS 

 

1 Abstract .............................................................................................................................. 3 

2 Introduction......................................................................................................................... 4 

3 Geology And Topography .................................................................................................. 6 

4 Archaeological And Historical Background ........................................................................ 7 

5 Methodology....................................................................................................................... 9 

6 Archaeological Sequence................................................................................................. 11 

7 Conclusions And Recommendations ............................................................................... 19 

8 Acknowledgements .......................................................................................................... 20 

9 Bibliography...................................................................................................................... 21 

 

APPENDICES 

 

Appendix 1: Context Index ...................................................................................................... 22 

Appendix 2: Site Matrix............................................................................................................ 23 

Appendix 3: Oasis Form .......................................................................................................... 24 

Appendix 4: Wood Analysis..................................................................................................... 26 

 

ILLUSTRATIONS 

 

Figure 1: Site Location............................................................................................................... 5 

Figure 2: Trench Locations...................................................................................................... 10 

Figure 3: Plan of Timber Remains in Trench 3........................................................................ 15 

Figure 4: Sections 1, 2 and 3................................................................................................... 16 

Figure 5: View of Trench 2 ...................................................................................................... 17 

Figure 6: View of Trench 3 ...................................................................................................... 17 

Figure 7: View of buried tree from Trench 2............................................................................ 18 

 



An Archaeological Evaluation at Crossness Sewage Treatment Works, Thamesmead, London Borough of Bexley 
©Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd, December 2007 

 3

1 ABSTRACT 

 

1.1 This report details the results and working methods of an archaeological evaluation, 

undertaken by Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited at Crossness Sewage Treatment 

Works (STW), Thamesmead, London Borough of Bexley. The National Grid 

Reference of the site is TQ 4883 8052. The evaluation was undertaken between the 

5th September and 11th October 2007 and was commissioned by Scott Wilson Ltd 

on behalf of Thames Water. The project was managed for Pre-Construct Archaeology 

Ltd by Chris Mayo, and the site was supervised by Guy Seddon. 

 

1.2 The proposed development is divided, for the purpose of this document, into three 

areas – the nature reserve (Area 1), the area to the south of the sludge powered 

generator (Area 2) and the playing field in the south west of the site (Area 3). The 

investigation comprised of the excavation of three trenches, one in each area, with 

recording of all archaeological features revealed. 

 

1.3 The evaluation identified the presence of thick peat deposits in Areas 1 and 2. In Area 

3 the remnant of a preserved prehistoric forest was revealed which may date to the 

Late Mesolithic (6203 cal yr BP). This represents the earliest known colonisation of 

yew woodland on the southern bank of the River Thames during the Late Holocene.  
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2 INTRODUCTION 

 

2.1 Following extensive geotechnical investigations and a palaeo-environmental borehole 

survey (Archaeoscape 2007, site code EAW06), an archaeological evaluation was 

undertaken by Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd between 5th September and 11th 

October 2007 at Crossness Sewage Treatment Works (STW), Thamesmead, London 

Borough of Bexley. The work was commissioned by Helen Clough of Scott Wilson Ltd 

on behalf of Thames Water, prior to a proposed expansion of the STW. The site was 

monitored by Mark Stevenson of the Greater London Archaeological Advisory Service 

(GLAAS). The evaluation was carried out in accordance with a Written Scheme of 

Investigation produced by Scott Wilson Ltd and approved by Mark Stevenson. 

 

2.2 The site is centred on National Grid Reference TQ 4883 8052. It is located to the east 

of the Thamesmead estate, with the River Thames forming the northern boundary 

and Eastern Way forming the southern boundary. To the east of the site is the 

Crossness Nature reserve and to the west of the site is a golf course (Figure 1). 

 

2.3 The evaluation was designed to establish whether there were any archaeological 

deposits on the site that could be affected by the development of the site and if so to 

ascertain their extent, character, significance and condition.  

 

2.4 A number of trees were found intact on the site. These were retained and examined 

by Archaeoscape. The results of the Archaeoscape report are incorporated in this 

document where relevant, and the full report is contained as an appendix.  

 

2.5 The site was allocated the site code CXS 07. 

 


































































