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© The material contained herein is and remains the sole property of Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited and is 
not for publication to third parties without prior consent Whilst every effort has been made to provide detailed 

and accurate information, Pre-Construct Archaeology limited cannot be held responsible for errors or 
inaccuracies herein contained. 
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1.2 

1.3 

This details the results of at the Former 

SunAlliance Park undertaken Pre-Construct 

Ltd. on behalf of Asset was 

and stJpervised Alexander both of Pre-Construct 

Diane Walls of on 

behalf of Merton 

Four trenches were the Trenches 1 and 3 40m 

1.65m at Trench 2 was 33m x 1.65m at and Trench 4 was shorter at 5m x 

1.65m. The planned location of trenches detailed in the Method was 

to account for c>vtTO"""" wet conditions and to avoid a clean water 

main sewer. 

was overlain subsoil and then Trench 2 In all four trenches 

contained no features At the eastern end of Trenches 1 and 3 two 

linear Late Bronze Age ditches were observed. Trench 4 was located to expose the 

continuation of the ditch in Trench 3. A later feature (undated) was visible in the south 

facing section of Trench 1 truncating the upper fills of the ditch. 

----_._------

I Moore, P. (2008). "Method Statement for an Evaluation at the Former Royal 
S unA Iliance London Borough of Merton". Pre-Constrllct 
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2.1 An evaluation was conducted Pre-Construct on 

land at the Former SunAlliance 

London of in advance of residential 

followed on from the of a desk-based assessment 

SW20 

It 

on the site 2 The 

2.2 

evaluation was conducted between 14th and 21st 

Asset 

The site is bounded Close to the 

the 

the 

2008 on behalf of F&C 

of houses onto 

Road to the north. The to the south and 

proposed residential is concentrated in the northeast corner of the site. 

2.3 The National Grid Reference of the site is TO 2300 6890. 

2.4 The site was the code RSA 08 

2.5 The project was monitored Diane Walls of 

Peter Moore and supervised by the author. 

~ Holden, S. (2007), "Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment ofthe former 
Park SW20", Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited 
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3.1 

3.2 

3.3 

1990 the the Environment issued 

Guidance Note 16 and 

In 

owners, 

remains. 

a framework 

and others on the 

Protect Schedulec; Ancient Monuments 

Protect the 

Protect 

" Has a 

In 

of these sites 

important un-scheduled ancient monuments 

in favour of in situ 

information 

to enable informed decisions 

for 

and 

field 

Provides for the excavation and investigation of sites not important enough to 

merit in situ preservation 

In considering any proposal for development, the local 

mindful of the policy framework set by 

will be 

in this instance PPG16, 

of existing development plan policy and of other material considerations. This 

evaluation aims to the objectives of the London of which fully 

recognise the importance of the buried heritage for which they are the custodians. 

The London of Merton Plan in 2003 

contains policy statements in of protecting the buried archaeological 

resource. The development of the site is subject to the Council Archaeology 

Policies: 

Archaeological remains contain irreplaceable information about our and the 
potential for an increase in future They constitute the principal surviving 
evidence of many of our past and are a finite and non-renewable resource, 
which is and vulnerable to damage and destruction. They us a sense of 
both national and local and are valuable not for tileir own but also 
for theil' role in education, leisure and tourism. 

Known sites can be divided into Scheduled Ancient 
other nationally important and important sites. Merton contains three 
Scheduled Ancient Monuments: Caesar's Camp; and Morden Park 
Mound. 
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and set out Government 
remains. Some relevant material is also found in PPG 15 
Environment' 

Protection and Preservation 
The council will encourage on 
sites of 

in favour of the permanent 
monuments and other 

will not be 

Guidance Note PPG 16 
regarding 

and the Historic 

The Council considers it is valuable 
archaeological remains and data from without record when sites are 

. Merton has been the location of settlement from 
industrial developments from modern times. it is 

likely that there are a number of unexcavated sites across the 
discoveries and sources can be used to indicate where 

further evidence may lie buried. The identifies areas of particular 
archaeological interest which were identified by the Greater London Archaeological 
Advisory Service, English Heritage in consultation with local archaeological groups 
These are known as Archaeological Priority Zones and a list of such zones is 
included in Schedule 5 of the Plan. This list may change as new information becomes 
available. All sites on the Greater London Sites and Monuments Record (GLSMR) 
are also a material con::;ideration in the planning process. The Council will consider 
the use of Article 4 subject to the Secretary of State's approval, to bring 
activities that benefit from permitted development rights under the Town and Country 
Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995 within the scope of Planning 
Control in the interests of protecting archaeological remains 

4.59 In the case of sites with archaeological significance or potential, where 
permanent preservation in situ is not justified, provision shall be made by the 
developer for an appropriate level of archaeological assessment, and 
analysis. This should be undertaken by a recognised archaeological organisation 
before development begins, in accordance with a project design approved by the 
Council. Such provision shall also include the subsequent publication of the results of 
the excavation. 

is probable, however, that there are other sites of importance 
outside these defined Zones. Each case will be treated on its merits and planning 
conditions and legal agreements will be applied to ensure evaluations and 
excavations are carried out to a satisfactory standard and archaeological remains 
area protected. 

l\Ilerton has been the location of Roman, Saxon and Medieval 
settlements and it is that there are a number of unexcavated sites across the 

The Council considers it is important to prevent potentially valuable 
archaeological remains and data from destroyed without record when sites are 

Developers will be expected to abide by The British Archaeologists and 
Developers Liaison Group 'Code of Practice' The Proposals Map identifies areas of 
particular archaeological interest which were identified by the Museum of London in 
consultation with local archaeological groups. It is possible that there could be other 
sites of archaeological importance outside these defined boundaries PPG 16 
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and sets out Government 
remains. Each case will be treated on its merits and 
agreements will be 
standard and remains 

reference should be made to the council's 
Where development is 

as shown on the map, the 

Zones 
known archaeological 

Justification 
The purpose of such evaluation will be to determine the nature and extent of 

archaeological remains on the site and thus to aid the process of 

3.4 The site does not lie within a Zone. 

3.5 There are no Scheduled Ancient Monuments within the development site. 
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4.1.1 The 1. scale 

be 

indicates the 

Park Gravel with London 

site to 

towards the 

southeast corner borehole data from on, or near to, the site was available for 

4.2.1 The site is located on a flat area of land that up from 

c.14mOD in the north to c.16mOD in the southeast. To the southeast the land forms a 

low known as Cannons Hill with a maximum of 32mOD. The site is 

located some 800m to the east of a north into the 

River Thames. in is fed 

the site c.300m to the 

Brook that flows in 

to 

rrh'IAl,:o,"'t""ril! direction, 

Brook at a point to 

the west of the site. 

51 The archaeological and historical background to the site has been set out in detail in 

the desk-based assessment repore which, on existing that "the 

archaeological potential for the recovery of prehistoric material is low-to-moderate. 

The potential for encountering Roman deposits is low, the potential for encountering 

Saxon remains is low, the potential for encountering medieval remains is low and the 

potential for encountering post-medieval remains is low." 

S. (2007), Desk-Based Assessment of the former Royal SunAlliance Sports 
Raynes Park SW20'", Pre-Constrllct Limited unpublished repol1. 
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6.1 

62 

6.3 

The fieldwork was to assess the presence or absence 

which may further 

The excavation four evaluation trenches was with 

their locations and dimensions had to vary because of the 

wet conditions. 

Under a mechanical excavator fitted with a toothless 

bucket was used to cemove soils down to the natural 

identified within the trenches were then cleaned and 

n"'.'<:TI,n"'Tlnn was limited to the extent and nature of the 

recover evidence Trench 2 was and no 

from the subsoil and natural prior to the trench 

with water. 

The features 

hand. 

and to 

seen, 

inundated 

6.4 All archaeological features (stratigraphical fills, structures) were recorded 

6.5 

as necessary in plan and in section standard recording methods. A 

photographic record using 35mm colour transparencies, black and white print film 

mediums was also made as af::~r0priate. 

The work was undertaken to standards of English Heritage 

Institute of Field Archaeology. 

and of the 

6.6 Following the completion of the archaeological investigation, Trenches 1, 3 and 4 

were backfilled using the excavated material. Trench 2 could not be reached and 

backfilled because of the waterlogged 
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7.1.1 The lowest 

occasional "rv'vote 

within Trenches 1-4 was a mid 

The upper 0.2 0.3 m of this 

with 

is less 

of the 

and 1 19m 

7.2.1 

'clean' than material. This is the result of in situ 

upper 

OD. 

is 

cut 

of this The of this aeloo~iIt was between 14.09m 

the weathered 

that the 

natural is a soft mid to light brown 

archaeological features [4J,[1 

this layer. It is however difficult to be certain in this 

sub-soil It 

7] described below 

as the upper fills 

of these features bear close resemblance to the sub-soil in character and 

may themselves have certain in situ-soil close to the 

modern ground surface. The of the subsoil is between 14.19m OD and 14.29mOD. 

7.3. Phase 3: Late Bronze 

7.3.1. In Trenches 1, 3 and 4 there was evidence for Late Bronze in the form of 

two large ditches. In Trench 1, ditch [4J (measuring 2.30m long x 1.65m wide x 1.35m 

deep) with a northwest-southeast orientation contained fragments of Late Bronze Age 

pottery, burnt flint and worked flint debitage. It was cut from 14.29m OD and its lowest 

level was 12.95m OD. This feature was initially filled by deposits [5].[6J and [7], all 

reddish to brown yellow silty clays. These were then sealed [8] from which all 

the finds were retrieved, and was characterized by is brownish grey appearance with 

charcoal flecking. The ditch was finally filled by layer [9J, mid brown sandy clay, almost 

indistinguishable from the subsoil (see Fig 4, Section 1). A small later but undated 

like feature [10], filled by brown silty clay [11], truncated the upper fills of ditch [4], but 

vI/as only seen in section. It was cut from 14.39m OD, its basal height being 13.90m 

OD 

732 In Trench 3 ditch [12] 

similar northwest-southeast 

2.66m long x 1.65m wide x 1.30m while in a 

does not link up with ditch [12J if the orientation 

of the ditch edges, as are this feature Late Bronze 

pottery fragments, burnt and worked flint These finds were concentrated on the 

northern side of this feature in fill [14], a greyish brown charcoal flecked clayey silt, at 

approximately 13.57m OD (Section 3). Again there were reddish yellow silty clays [13] 
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[15J as initial ditch but the final ditcll fill [16] brown 

with charcoal The continuation of this feature to the northwest was 

pOlatE,d and found in Trench 4 where the cut of this ditch was been numbered [1 

filled [1 which not excavated looked to ditch fill [1 

741 A dark brown was the 

to the north at 14.48 to 14.30m 0.0. There was some 

evidence that the 

firmer surface for the 

had been consolidated in certain 

SunAlliance Field 

in order to provide a 
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Section 
Soutll facing 
Trench 1 
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[3] 

2m 

14.09mOD 14.07mOD 

E 

Section 3 
North facing 
Trench 3 

w 

14.07mOD 

fill [16] 



81 

8.2 

The finds of a Bronze date were Neolith ic/Bronze 

in the area were found BOOm away and may have arrived there 

in 

action. 

There is therefore a total lack of any to tile Late Bronze 

found on this site. 

It is not clear whether two one very 

trenches However what clear from the 

is that there is settlement in 

wee observed in three of the 

number of artifacts recovered 

to the east The 

ditches seem to have suffered initial erosion, then an of human 

then a final which a short lived use of the site for 
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9.1 Pre-Construct Limited would like to thank Asset 

for the work and 

access The author would like to thank Rick Archer in for his hard work in wet 

and difficult and Rob Nicholson and Jem ~()r1""'r<: for their and 

Thanks also to Baxter for the Clair Rainer for 

and the and Peter Moore for and 
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1-4 

2 1-4 Subsoil 

3 -3 

4 Cut cut 

5 Fill Fill of ditch 4 

6 Fill Fill of ditch 4 

7 Fill Fill of ditch 4 

8 Fill Fill of ditch 4 

9 Fill Fill of ditch 

10 Cut Pit? Cut 

11 Fill Fill of feature 10 

12 Cut 3 Ditch cut 

13 Fill 3 Fill of ditch 12 

14 Fill 3 Fill of ditch 12 

15 Fill 3 Fill of ditch 12 

16 Fill 3 Fill of ditch 12 

17 Cut 4 Ditch cut 

18 Fill 4 Fill of ditch 12 
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FORMERSUNALLlANCE SPORTS GROU 
SITE MATRICES 
SITE CODE RSA 08 

Trench 1 Trench 3 

RAYNES MERTON 

Trench Trench 2 



4.2.1 Printable version 

in 

'1 ···~~008 

No ./ f'\~ot knovv'rJ 

RS/\ 08 .. Sitecode 
reference 

None 

and recreat;onai 
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Context Trench 

8 Late Bronze flint vessel rim sherd 

8 Late Bronze flint vessel sherds 

8 Struck flint 

8 Burnt flint 5 

14 3 Late Bronze flint vessel rim sherd 

14 3 15 Late Bronze flint vessel sherds 

14 3 Bone 

14 3 Struck Flint 2 Flakes with retouched 

14 3 Struck Flint 21 Oebitage 

14 3 Burnt Flint 2 


