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1 NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY 

Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd was appointed by Guy Lund, to carry out an archaeological evaluation, 

at 21 Eastgate Street, Winchester, Hampshire SO23 8EB, hereafter. The Site is the subject of a 

development proposal including a single storey rear extension. 

 

The evaluation was designed in discussion with the Local Planning Authority’s Historic Environment 

Team Archaeologist and reflected the potential of the Site to contain archaeological resources that may 

be affected by the proposed development. 

 

The evaluation comprised the excavation of one 1.5m by 1.4m test pit, to a total depth of no more than 

1m (the proposed depth of foundations for the rear extension).  

 

No significant archaeological features or finds were identified during the course of this evaluation. As 

such it is considered that the proposed development will not affect any significant archaeological 

resources. 
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2 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 Project Background 

2.1.1 Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd (PCA) was appointed by Guy Lund, to carry out an 

archaeological evaluation, at 21 Eastgate Street, Winchester, Hampshire SO23 8EB, 

hereafter ‘the Site’, NGR SU 48553 29450 (Figure 1). The Site is the subject of a 

development proposal including a single-story rear extension. 

2.1.2 The archaeological evaluation was a requirement of the Local Planning Authority (LPA), 

Winchester City Council, that has granted planning consent for the development (planning 

reference 19/01591/HOU). The evaluation was designed in discussion with the LPA’s 

Historic Environment Team Archaeologist (HETA) and reflected the potential of the Site to 

contain archaeological remains that may be affected by the proposed development; it is 

intended to address conditions 2 and 3 of planning consent. 

2.1.3 This document provides a report on the results of the evaluation, carried out on the 27th  

and 28th of January 2020, and has been prepared in accordance with the Chartered 

Institute for Archaeologists standard and guidance for an archaeological evaluation (CIfA 

2014) and Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (Historic 

England, 2015). PCA is a CIfA Registered Archaeological Organisation and is bound by 

its code of conduct 

2.2 Location, Topography and Geology 

2.2.1 The Site, which comprises a house and rear garden forming part of a terrace built in 1849, 

lies in the historic core of Winchester on the west side of Eastgate Street, 50m west of the 

line of the City’s historic defences and the River Itchen. Eastgate Street, which runs north-

south and parallel with the river occurs at approximately 37m above Ordnance Datum. The 

immediate topography is level, typical of its location on the River Itchen valley floor and is 

typically urban in character, comprising mainly Victorian and later 20th century building 

stock. 

2.2.2 The bedrock geology of the Site is mapped as Seaford Chalk Formation, with superficial 

deposits likely to include gravel beneath alluvial deposits.  

2.3 Archaeological and Historical Background 

2.3.1 The Site lies in an area of the historic core of Winchester where archaeological remains of 

prehistoric, Romano-British, Saxon, medieval and post-medieval date are known to be 

deeply stratified and potentially, at depth, waterlogged. The line of Eastgate Street runs 

inside the course of the City’s Roman and medieval defences between the site of Durn 

Gate and the site of the east gate and was laid out over the former Blackfriars precinct.  

2.3.2 In providing the advice on the planning application for the proposed rear extension, the 

Historic Environment Team Archaeologist commented on the archaeological background 

as follows: 
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 The proposed development site lies in an area of high archaeological potential just 
to the west of the line of the historic city defences, within the area of the medieval 
Blackfriars precinct and within an area occupied during the Roman and Late Saxon 
/ earlier medieval periods.  

 Very little archaeological investigation has been carried out in the area of the 
proposal site, however archaeological investigations undertaken ahead of 
development on the eastern side of Eastgate Street in 1989 and 1999 identified 
remains associated with the Blackfriars, a Late Saxon intramural street just inside 
the city defences and remains of the Roman defences and robbed traces of the 
medieval city wall. Here archaeological remains were identified at shallow depths 
of between 0.4 – 1m below ground level. It is uncertain whether a similar depth of 
cover exists over buried archaeological remains that may be present below the 
proposal site. 
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3 AIM 

3.1 Archaeological Evaluation 

3.1.1 The aim of the archaeological evaluation was to determine the presence or absence of 

archaeological remains within the below-ground impact of the proposed development and, 

if present, establish the character, extent, date, condition and significance of the remains, 

taking account of their potential to contain biological and palaeo-environmental evidence.  

3.1.2 A further aim was to prepare an archive of the results of the investigations leading to the 

preparation of this final report, so that the future treatment of any archaeological resources 

beneath the Site, in respect of the proposed development, may be determined. 
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4 RESULTS 

4.1 Introduction 

4.1.1 The following presents a summary of the evaluation results based upon the Site archive, 

which comprises a Site diary, digital photographs. Photographs of the site appear in 

Appendix 1. The archive of all stages of the archaeological work is held at PCA’s 

Winchester office under the site code AY707 and will in due course be deposited with the 

Hampshire Cultural Trust. 

4.2 Methodology 

4.2.1 The archaeological evaluation was undertaken following the methodology detailed in the 

Written Scheme of Investigation (PCA 2019), which was approved by the Local Planning 

Authority in advance of the works and on the advice of the HETA. 

4.2.2 The evaluation comprised the excavation of one 1.5m by 1.4m test pit, to a total depth of 

no more than 1m (the proposed depth of foundations) or to the depth at which archaeology 

was encountered. The test pit was located within the southern half of the existing patio 

area and was adjusted to avoid services (Figure 2 and Plate 1). 

4.3 Results 

4.3.1 Test Pit 1 was excavated to a total depth of 1.04m, c. 35.57m above ordnance datum 

(aOD) at the base. No natural deposits were encountered, and no significant 

archaeological features or finds were observed.  

4.3.2 The following deposition sequence was observed (Figure 3 and Plate 2): 

 Paving (+) – 0.00-0.05m BGL 

 Modern garden soil (context 001) – 0.05m-0.24m BGL 

 Mid yellow grey sandy clay (002) – 0.24m-0.43m BGL 

 Dark grey clay (003) – 0.43m-0.78m BGL 

 Mid grey clay (004) – 0.78m-1.04m+ BGL 

4.3.3 The earliest layer uncovered was (004) a mid-grey sandy clay measuring 0.26m+ thick, 

this layer was overlain by (003) a darker layer of grey sandy clay measuring 0.35m thick. 

Both contained a mix of post-medieval and late medieval finds, including pottery, ceramic 

building material (CBM), clay pipe and oyster shell. 

4.3.4 Overlying (003) was (002) a layer of mid yellow grey sandy clay measuring 0.19m thick, it 

contained frequent chalk and flint rubble along with post-medieval pottery and CBM. 

4.3.5 Overlying (002) was (001) a layer of modern garden soil which measured 0.19m thick.  

4.3.6 Capping (001) were paving slabs which formed the existing patio area. The slabs 

measured 0.05m thick. 
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4.4 Finds 

4.4.1 Both of the lower layers of the test pit, contexts (003) and (004) contained sherds of pottery 

dating from late medieval through to the 20th century along with building rubble, clay pipe 

and oyster shell. The earlier material was considered to be residual, so the assemblage is 

of limited archaeological significance. 

4.4.2 Layer (003) contained five pottery sherds (63g total) of late medieval pottery, and 12 

pottery sherds (95g total) of 19th – 20th century date. Layer (004) contained four sherds 

(43g total) of late medieval pottery and three sherds (13g total) of 12th-20th century pottery.   

4.4.3 Of note, layer (004) produced a medieval encaustic floor tile of Wessex fabric and typical 

of 13th-14th century date. Although clearly a residual find in a deposit of later date, the tile 

may derive from a medieval building in the vicinity, conceivably within the Black Friars 

precinct, which stood close to the East Gate of the town 

4.5 Conclusion 

4.5.1 No significant archaeological features or finds were identified during the course of the 

evaluation. Furthermore, the presence of post-medieval layers extending to greater depth 

than the test pit indicates that it is highly unlikely any significant archaeological resources 

will be present at the level at which the proposed rear extension foundations will be formed. 

As such it can be considered that the proposed development will not affect any significant 

archaeological resources.  
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5 ARCHIVE PREPARATION AND DEPOSITION 

5.1 The Site Archive 

5.1.1 The Site archive, to include all project records and cultural material produced by the 

project, will be prepared in accordance with ‘Guidelines for the Preparation of Excavation 

Archives for Long-term Storage’ (UKIC 1990) and the Institute for Archaeologists ‘Standard 

and Guidance for the creation, compilation, transfer and deposition of archaeological 

archives’ (CIfA 2014). On completion of the project PCA will arrange for the archive to be 

deposited with the Hampshire Cultural Trust. 

5.2 Copyright 

5.2.1 The full copyright of the written/illustrative archive relating to the site will be retained by 

Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 with 

all rights reserved. Hampshire Cultural Trust, however, will be granted an exclusive licence 

for the use of the archive for educational purposes, including academic research, providing 

that such use shall be non-profitmaking, and conforms to the Copyright and Related Rights 

regulations 2003. Further distribution and uses of the report either in its entirety or part 

thereof in paper or electronic form is prohibited without the prior consent of Pre-Construct 

Archaeology Ltd. 

5.2.2 The licence extends to the use of all documents arising from this project in all matters 

relating directly to the project, as well as for bona fide research purposes (which includes 

the Winchester HER). 

5.2.3 Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd has made every effort to ensure the accuracy of the content 

of this report. However, Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd cannot accept any liability in 

respect of, or resulting from, errors, inaccuracies or omissions this report contains. 
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APPENDIX 1: PLATES 

 

Plate 1. Overview of test pit 1, looking south east. Scale 1m. 

 

Plate 2. East facing section of test pit 1, looking west. Scale 1m.  
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APPENDIX 2: CONTEXT INDEX 

Context 
Number 

Description Type Date Interpretation 
Depth Bellow 
Ground Level 
(m) 

+ Paving Slabs - modern Patio 0-0.05 

001 
Loose, dark grey/black 
brown, sandy silt, 
infrequent chalk flecks 

Layer modern garden soil 0.05-0.24 

002 
Loose, mid yellow grey, 
sandy clay, frequent flint 
+ chalk 

Layer 
post 
med 

made ground 0.24-0.43 

003 
Loose, dark grey, sandy 
clay, infrequent chalk 
flecks 

Layer 
post 
med 

made ground 0.43-0.78 

004 
Loose, light/mid grey, 
sandy clay, frequent flint 
+ chalk 

Layer 
post 
med 

made ground 0.78-1.04+ 
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