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ABSTRACT 
 
1.1 An archaeological watching brief was undertaken for Ove Arup and Partners at 

Maidstone East Station, Station Road, Maidstone (Fig. 1). The site is centred on 
National Grid Reference TQ 7590 5620. The watching brief took place between the 
9th and 10th September 2004 and was conducted by an archaeologist from Pre-
Construct Archaeology Ltd. 

 
1.2 The watching brief consisted of the observation of the excavation of eleven 

geotechnical trial pits to a maximum depth of c.4.50m. 
 
1.3 Natural yellow orange brown sand, sandy clay and sandstone was observed in the 

central and eastern parts of the site where it had been terraced into and truncated at 
a height of between 16.20m and 16.71m OD. 

 
1.4 In the west of the site 19th century dumped deposits were exposed to a depth of 

4.40m. 
 
1.5 The above deposits were sealed by 19th/20th century made-ground and the current 

carpark surfaces. 
 
1.6 No archaeological deposits or artefacts earlier than the 19th century were observed 

during the watching brief. 
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2 INTRODUCTION 
 
 
2.1 An archaeological watching brief was undertaken by Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd. 

between the 9th and 10th September 2004 at Maidstone East Station, Station Road, 
Maidstone, Kent (Fig. 1). The site is centred on National Grid Reference TQ 7590 
5620. The study site was bordered to the north by a Sorting Office, to the east by 
Victoria Parade and Week Street, to the south by Benchly Gardens, and to the west 
by Fairmeadow.  

 
2.2 An archaeological watching brief was undertaken on geotechnical test pits to assess 

the nature, extent and date of any surviving archaeological remains, and the 
potential impact to them by the proposed structural works. 

 
2.3 The watching brief was commissioned by Richard Hughes on behalf of Ove Arup and 

Partners. The project was managed by Jon Butler and undertaken by the author. 
 
2.4 The site was allocated the site code KMES 04. 
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3 THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SEQUENCE 
 
 
3.1 Trial Pit 1. 
 
3.1.1 The lowest deposit observed In this trial pit, encountered at a depth of 1.20m below 

ground level (BGL), 15.61m OD, and over 2.80m thick, comprised 19th century 
made-ground. This was overlain by 20th century rubble and a concrete floor surface, 
which, in turn, was sealed by more rubble and the current asphalt carpark surface. 

 
 
3.2 Trial Pit 2.  
 
3.2.1 The earliest deposit observed in this trial pit was, again, 19th century made-ground. 

This had a top height of 0.35m BGL (15.84m OD) and was over 4.05m deep. This 
was overlain by the asphalt carpark surface. 

 
 
3.3 Trial Pit 3. 
 
3.3.1 Natural sandy clay was exposed in this trial pit at a depth of 0.70m BGL (16.33m 

OD). This deposit was over 1.55m thick. 
 
3.3.2 This was sealed by a layer of 19th/20th century made-ground which was 0.50m thick. 

This, in turn, was overlain by the 20th century rubble make-up, 0.20m thick, for the 
asphalt carpark surface. 

 
 
3.4 Trial Pit 4. 
 
3.4.1 The lowest deposit observed in this trial pit was natural degraded sandstone, which 

had a top height of 0.35m BGL (16.20m OD) and was over 3.05m thick. 
 
3.4.2 This was overlain by a deposit of 19th century made-ground which was 0.15m thick 

and was, in turn, sealed by 20th century made-ground, 0.20m thick, and the carpark 
surface. 

 
 
3.5 Trial Pit 5. 
 
3.5.1 Natural degraded sandstone was recorded at a height of 0.35m BGL (16.71m OD) 

and was over 1.40m thick. 
 
3.5.2 This was sealed by 20th century made-ground and the asphalt carpark surface which 

were 0.35m thick. 
 
 
3.6 Trial Pit 6. 
 
3.6.1 Natural sandstone and sandy clay, over 2.10m thick, were observed in this trial pit at 

a height of 0.32m BGL (16.50m OD). 
 
3.6.2 These deposits were sealed by a layer of 19th century made-ground 0.14m thick, 

which was, in turn, overlain by 20th century made-ground and the carpark surface 
which together were 0.18m thick. 
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3.7 Trial Pits 7 and 8. 
 
3.7.1 Due to the results from the other trial pits it was decided that Trial Pits 7 and 8 did 

not need to be monitored for archaeologically significant deposits.  
 
 
3.8 Trial Pit 8a. 
 
3.8.1 This trial pit was discontinued due to the presence of a storm water drain exposed at 

an approximate depth of 1.00m BGL (15.40m OD). It was overlain by its backfill to a 
height of 0.40m BGL (16.00m OD), which was sealed by a layer of possible garden 
soil 0.15m thick. This, in turn, was sealed by 20th century made-ground and the 
carpark surface which together were 0.25m thick. 

 
 
3.9 Trial Pit 9 
 
3.9.1 The lowest deposit recorded in this trial pit was a layer of 19th century made-ground 

which was encountered at a height of 0.40m BGL (16.05m OD) and was over 1.45m 
thick. This was cut by the truncation for a sewer pipe whose backfill was sealed by a 
layer of possible garden soil 0.15m thick. This deposit was overlain by 20th century 
made-ground and the carpark surface which were 0.25m thick. 

 
 
3.10 Trial Pit 10 
 
3.10.1 Due to the results from the other trial pits it was decided that Trial Pit 10 did not need 

to be monitored for archaeologically significant deposits.  
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4 INTERPRETATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 
 
 
4.1 The earliest deposits encountered comprised natural sandstone, degraded in parts, 

and sandy clay. These deposits were observed in Trial Pits 3, 4, 5 and 6 located in 
the centre and east of the site where the area had been terraced in the 19th century. 

 
4.2 Trial Pits 1, 2, 8a and 9, located in the west and south of the site, contained thick 

deposits of 19th century made-ground which had been dumped to level up the ground 
surface to the same height as the terraced natural. These dumped deposits extended 
to the full depth of the trial pits, and no buried soil horizons or natural deposits were 
recorded in this area of the site. 

 
4.3 The above deposits were sealed by 19th/20th century made ground which was, in turn, 

sealed by the current asphalt carpark surface. 
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