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Introduction 

An archaeological watching brief was conducted on land at 73 & 75 Carpenters Lane, Hadlow Kent, 

between 16th – 18th December 2008 and 5th – 8th January 2009 during groundworks associated with 

the site’s redevelopment. The first phase monitored the stripping of topsoil across the central third of 

the site and the excavation of drain runs, which were positioned on the alignment of the road that was 

to be constructed through the centre. The second phase, in association with Francis Wenban-Smith, 

entailed the excavation and recording of five test pits to investigate the presence or absence of 

Holocene activity at the site. the results of that work are reported separately. The test-pits had the 

following dimensions: 

 

Test-Pit Dim N-S Dim E-W Depth TP height @ GL TP height @ base 

1 2.0 m 1.8 m 2.5 m 28.07 m 25.57 m 

2 2.0 m 1.8 m 3.6 m 29.28 m 25.68 m 

3 2.0 m 1.8 m 3.75 m 29.88 m 26.13 m 

4 2.0 m 1.8 m 3.15 m 30.51 m 28.36 m 

5 1.8 m 2.0 m 1.95 m 31.01 m 29.10 m 

 

All machine work was undertaken using flat-bladed ditching buckets. 

 

Sequence 

The sequence at the site comprised natural strata of sandy / clayey gravel in TPs 1-4 and coarse 

gravel in TP 5 overlain by varying thicknesses of modern made ground (TPs 1-4) and topsoil (TP 5). 

 

Conclusions 

The underlying natural showed a sharp fall from northeast to southwest consistent with the site’s 

surface topography. No finds or features of archaeological significance were observed during the 

investigation. 
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