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1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

ABSTRACT

This report details the working methods and results of an archaeological watching
brief and excavation at Drapers’ Gardens, 12 Throgmorton Avenue, London EC2,
City of London, (DGT 06). The excavation was conducted between September 2006
and October 2007 in advance of the proposed redevelopment of the site. The
archaeological works consisted of various watching briefs of enabling trenches and
ground reduction and two distinct open area excavations, the eastern and southern
portions of the site (Area A) and the western side of the site (Area B). The project was
commissioned by Exemplar Developments LLP & Canary Wharf Developments and
undertaken by Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd, under the supervision of Neil Hawkins.
This report was prepared and written by Neil Hawkins.

The excavation encountered multi-phase archaeological activity from the prehistoric
to the post-medieval. This was broken down into eleven distinct chronological
phases, some with further sub-phases. These are; Phase 1 — Natural, Phase 2 — pre-
Roman stream channel and alluvial deposits, Phase 3 (a & b) - Roman AD 50-70,
Phase 4 — Roman AD 70-120, Phase 5 (a & b) — Roman AD 120-160, Phase 6 (a &
b) — Roman AD 160-250, Phase 7 — Roman AD 250-350/400, Phase 8 — Late Roman
AD 350-420, Phase 9 — medieval, Phase 10 — post-medieval and Phase 11 —
Modern. A sequence of Roman activity from the 1% to 5" centuries dominates the
archaeological record of the site.

Geologically the site lies within the London (or Thames) Basin consisting of a bed of
chalk covered by marine sands, gravels and clays (i.e. Thanet Sands and Woolwich
and Reading Beds), over which London Clay formed. The drift geology of the site
itself is shown on the British Geological Survey North London map as Floodplain
River Terrace gravels overlying the London Clay. This is covered in much of the City
by brickearth. London Clay was recorded throughout the site in excavated slots and
boreholes. The London Clay was recorded at ¢. 6.70m OD in the north of the site and
slopes down to c. 4.80m OD in the south. This follows the natural slope down towards
the River Thames to the south. An area of terrace gravels was recorded in the north
of Area B, overlying the London Clay. These terrace gravels were recorded at c.
7.30m OD and sloped down 6.30m OD towards their southern extent.

The major geological feature of the area is the Walbrook stream and its tributaries.
The Walbrook rose in the vicinity of Hoxton and Shoreditch and flowed south, fed by
at least three ftributaries to the north of the study site, to meet the Thames just to the
west of Cannon Street Station. Extrapolated to be crossing through the site were a
series of these ftributaries of the River Walbrook. Just to the south of the site they
were thought to converge, forming the single Walbrook stream which runs into the
Thames. Evidence for one of these streams was recorded in the northwest of the site,
Area C. A sinuous pre-Roman stream channel was observed cutting the natural
London Clay in this area, high energy fluvial gravel deposits filled this channel.

The earliest evidence of archaeological activity on site was a timber corduroy
structure with associated ditch and channel. This timber corduroy structure dated to
AD 62, a year after the Boudican revolt. These combined features may have had a
variety of usages, but may represent a trackway or define some form of boundary
along the northern extreme of Roman Londinium at this time. On the north bank of
the channel, outside the boundary defined by the timber corduroy, four small timber
boxes and a timber door laid flat were recorded. Within three of these boxes the
remains of infant burials were recorded. Their location next to the timber door on the
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edge of a channel suggests ritual connotations. A timber fenceline, or palisade,
potentially enclosing or defining an area was also recorded during this early
development of Roman Londinium.

1.6 Sometime during the end of the 1% century and the early 2 century an organised
attempt to control the free-flowing Walbrook streams and reclaim the low-lying ground
around the streams was initiated. This involved canalising the streams with timber
revetting, sometimes redirecting them, and then the laying down of imported dump
deposits, raising the ground level between 1.5 to 2 metres.

1.7 Once the program of reclamation and consolidation was completed a metalled gravel
road, with associated revetted channels along both sides, was constructed running
northnortheast-southsouthwest across the site. The first building was erected on site
in the southern half of Area A, east of the road, sometime in the first half of the
second century.

1.8 After the construction of this first building, between AD 120 and 160, the site saw
extensive development with continued construction of buildings and settlement of the
area. This settlement became more intense during this period, with various other
structures developing along the eastern side of the road, forming a large complex of
buildings. This occupation was represented by a number of phases of timber framed
buildings and had a large industrial character to it, with various artefacts, including
numerous tools, and archaeological remains, including ovens, suggesting industrial
activities such as tanning, butchery, horn working and textile working amongst others.
The area of the Upper Walbrook Valley is well attested as a centre for industrial
activity during the Roman period”.

1.9 Roman activity across the site was recorded right through to the late Roman period
with numerous buildings still existing along the eastern side of the road and
associated revetted channel. These buildings were still in use until at least the middle
of the fourth century AD and possibly even continued in use somewhat later. The
revetted channels across the site, which formed a major part of the landscape of the
area also remained open and use in right through until possibly the early 5" century,
suggesting occupation during this time on, or nearby, the site.

1.10  Recovered from within a Roman timber lined well in the northeast of Area A was a
hoard of twenty copper-alloy, pewter and iron vessels. This hoard was comprised of;
a copper-alloy bucket, a wine bucket, a set of three nested bead-rim dishes and two
other similar dishes, the remains of a four-looped zoomorphic hanging bowl, several
cauldrons and bowls, one with a hemispherical base, an iron trivet, two shallow one-
handled bowls used as dippers, a lead-alloy small dish and flagon and an iron ladle.
Recovered from the below the hoard were two coins of the House of Valentinian
struck at Arles in the name of Gratian, dating to AD 367-375 and AD 375-378. This
provides a terminus post quem for the deposition of this hoard; it must have been
deposited in or after AD 375°. The possibility exists however that this hoard may have
been deposited even later than AD 375, potentially even in the early 5" century.

1.11  The next recorded archaeological activity on the site following the Roman period
dated to the latter half of the 12" century. This was represented by a collapsed timber
revetment structure directly over the location of the previously existing Roman
revetted channel. Directly east of this a timber fenceline, represented by a line of

! Perring, D., 1991, Roman London.
? Gerrard, J., forthcoming, The Drapers’ Gardens Hoard: a preliminary account. Britannia.



timber stakes, was recorded running parallel to the revetted channel. Just to the east
of this, on the same alignment, the lowest level structural elements of a building were
recorded. These chalk post pads supported by softwood timber piles, provide minimal
information about the building they represent.

1.12 A handful of deeper cut features dating to the post-medieval period were recorded on
site. Most notable amongst these was a timber barrel well which went out of use in
the latter half of the 17" century. This lack of archaeological remains is a reflection of
the area of the sites usage as a formal garden during the post-medieval period.

1.13 The area of the site remained as open, undeveloped ground, until the late 19"
century when the new roads Throgmorton and Copthall Avenues were constructed.
Cartographic evidence attests to this, the first map showing development on the site
is the Ordnance Survey Map of 1894. The previous Ordnance Survey Map of 1873
showed the area of the site to still be the formal Drapers’ Gardens, associated with
the Drapers’ Hall to the southeast®. This is reflected in the archaeological recorded
with the archaeological deposits being directly overlain by a Victorian concrete slab.
Numerous concrete piles and beams relating to the 1960s Richard Seifert building
truncated the archaeological deposits.

* Mills Whipp Partnership, October 2001, Revised Archaeological Desktop Assessment of
Drapers’ Gardens, London EC2.
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INTRODUCTION

An archaeological watching brief and excavation were conducted by Pre-Construct
Archaeology Limited at Drapers’ Gardens, 12 Throgmorton Avenue, London EC2,
(Fig. 1). These works were carried out in advance of the proposed redevelopment of
the site, and occurred between September 2006 and October 2007. The
commissioning client was Exemplar Developments LLP & Canary Wharf
Developments. The watching briefs and excavation were all supervised by Neil
Hawkins. Tim Bradley and Jon Butler managed the field work and post-excavation
respectively for PCA. Kathryn Stubbs, the Senior Archaeology and Planning Officer of
the Corporation of London monitored the work. Peter Mills and Mike Hutchinson of
the Mills Whipp Partnership were the archaeological consultants on the project.

The site was previously occupied by the Royal Bank of Scotland and is bounded by
60 London Wall and 8-10 Throgmorton Avenue to the north, Throgmorton Avenue to
the east, Copthall Avenue to the south and 2, 4-6, 10-12, and 14-16 Copthall Avenue
to the west (Fig. 1). The central National Grid Reference of the site is TQ 3282 8140.

The site has previously been the subject of a series of reports:

Mills Whipp Partnership, Revised Archaeological Desktop Assessment of Drapers’
Gardens, London EC2, October 2001

Mills Whipp Partnership, Drapers’ Gardens, London EC2: Archaeological Summary
Report, November 2002

Harward, C, Drapers’ Gardens, 12 Throgmorton Avenue, London EC2: An
Archaeological Evaluation Report, MoLAS, October 2003

Mills Whipp Partnership, Revised Archaeological Impact Assessment: Drapers’
Gardens, London EC2, February 2004

Mills Whipp Partnership, Outline Archaeological Strategy: Drapers’ Gardens, London
EC2, February 2004

Butler, J, Method Statement For An Archaeological Excavation At Drapers’ Gardens,
London EC2, City of London. Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd, July 2006

The site lies within an area of high archaeological potential due to its location in the
Upper Walbrook Valley. The valley consisted of a number of tributaries that merged
near the centre of the city to form a channel that entered the Thames near the
present day Cannon Street Station. Numerous sites in the vicinity have had
archaeological investigations revealing a complex sequence of settlement activity,
dating from the prehistoric right through to the post-medieval period. Most notably
represented is the Roman period, with structured settlement taking place in the form
of ground consolidation and water management and the subsequent installation of
formalised roads and buildings®.

The Archaeological Desktop Assessment indicated that the site was likely to be
crossed by two tributaries of the River Walbrook and that the archaeological deposits
were likely to consist of stream deposits covered by a series of reclamation dumps.

* Maloney, C. with de Moulins, D., 1990, The archaeology of Roman London Vol.1: The Upper
Walbrook in the Roman Period, CBA Research Report 69.
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These dumps could have been sealed by Roman structures, with later periods likely
to be represented by deep cut features. During the Saxon period the area became
subject to regular flooding. The medieval, and subsequent post-medieval period, saw
the area developed again where it became a centre for industrial activities.

The site was subject to an archaeological evaluation in 2003 by the Museum of
London Archaeology Service (Site Code DPG 03)°. The evaluation appeared to
confirm the presence of two tributaries of the River Walbrook, the base of the stream
channels were filled with up to 2.25m of natural riverlain alluvium. This was overlain
by up to 3.60m of low grade dumping and mass reclamation. No evidence of Roman
structures was found. A quantity of third century pottery was found however, and was
thought to represent finds from deeper cut features.

The archaeological investigations consisted of several phases of work (Fig. 2). The
methodology involved for the various phases of works is discussed in more detail in
Chapter 6 of this report.

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken monitoring the excavation of an
enabling trench around virtually the entirety of the site. This consisted of the
monitoring of the removal of concrete, and any solid obstructions below, to enable the
installation of sheet piles around the sites perimeter. This took place between
September 2006 and January 2007.

An archaeological watching brief was then undertaken in the Phase 4 area (Area C)
monitoring the removal of the concrete slab and any deposits below to the
development’s formation level of 5.50m OD. This area was thought to be truncated
down to the top of the natural London Clay. This took place between November and
December 2006.

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken in the Phase 6 area (Area D)
monitoring the removal of the concrete slab and piles caps down to the top of
surviving archaeological deposits. Once archaeological deposits were revealed these
were cleaned, and subsequently recorded, to determine their nature. The area was
then covered by terram geotextile and backfilled to protect the archaeology with the
prospect of further investigation depending on the finalised foundation design. This
took place in January 2007.

An archaeological watching brief and subsequent excavation in the Phase 2, the
eastern and southern area, (Area A) involved the monitoring of the removal of the
concrete slab and any other modern deposits down to the top of the archaeological
horizons, at which point hand excavation commenced. This took place between
February and June 2007.

An archaeological watching brief and subsequent excavation in the Phase 3 and 5,
western areas (Area B) involved the monitoring of the removal of the concrete slab
and any other modern deposits down to the top of the archaeological horizons, at
which point hand excavation commenced. This took place between September and
October 2007.

> Harward, C., 2003, Drapers’ Gardens, 12 Throgmorton Avenue, London EC2, City of
London, An Archaeological Evaluation Report. Museum of London Archaeology Service,
unpublished report.
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The completed archive comprising written, drawn and photographic records and
artefacts will be stored by Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited until their eventual
transfer to London Archaeological Archive Research Centre (LAARC) at Eagle Wharf
Road. Site matrices form part of the archive and can be provided by PCA on request.

The site was given the site code DGT 06.
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3.1

3.1.1

PLANNING BACKGROUND

Archaeology in City of London and the Corporation of London’s UDP

The Corporation of London’s policy towards archaeology and the planning process is
contained within ‘Planning Advice Note 3’ revised and updated in 2004°.

It states its commitment to Planning Policy Guidance: Archaeology and Planning
(PPG 16), which states:

‘The desirability of preserving an ancient monument and its setting is a material
consideration in determining planning applications whether that monument is
scheduled or unscheduled. Developers and local authorities should take into
account archaeological considerations and deal with them from the beginning of the
development control process.’ (paragraph 18)

It also states:

‘Where nationally important archaeological remains, whether scheduled or not, are
affected by proposed development there should be a presumption in favour of their
physical preservation’ (paragraph 8)

The Corporation of London’s Unitary Development Plan (UDP), adopted in March
1994 and revised in 2002 contains policies relating to archaeological remains and
sites with archaeological potential. Policy ARC 1 states:

‘Where appropriate, to require planning applications which involve excavation or
groundworks on sites of archaeological potential to be accompanied by an
archaeological assessment and evaluation of the site including the impact of the
proposed development’

Planning Advice Note 3 identifies the need for early consultation in the planning
process to determine the impact of construction schemes upon buried archaeological
strata. Once the results of the Desk Top Assessment and, where necessary, the
follow-up trial work is known, an informed decision on the necessity or otherwise for
further archaeological strategies may be taken. These strategies may be preservation
in situ, excavation, or a watching brief.

Following the production of a Revised Desk Top Assessment for the subject site in
20017, and after consultation with Kathryn Stubbs, Senior Archaeology and Planning
Officer of the Corporation of London, an evaluation strategy was undertaken that was
reported upon in 2003°. Based on the findings in this report a mitigation strategy was
devised following consultation with Kathryn Stubbs”®. During the initial stages of the
excavation, due to the drastically different nature of the archaeological remains, a

6 Corporation of London Department of Planning, 2004, Planning Advice Note 3: City of
London Archaeology, Archaeological Assessment.

” Mills Whipp Partnership, 2001, Revised Archaeological Desk Top Assessment of Drapers’
Gardens, London EC2, City of London. Mills Whipp Partnership, unpublished report.
*Harward, C., 2003, Drapers’ Gardens, 12 Throgmorton Avenue, London EC2, City of
London, An Archaeological Evaluation Report. Museum of London Archaeology Service,
unpublished report.

’ Butler, J., 2006, Method Statement For An Archaeological Excavation At Drapers’ Gardens,
London EC2, City of London. Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd, unpublished report.
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new strategy was implemented following consultation with Kathryn Stubbs. The
details of which are discussed more thoroughly in Chapter 6 of this report.
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4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY

The site lies within the London (or Thames) Basin consisting of a bed of chalk
covered by marine sands, gravels and clays (i.e. Thanet Sands and Woolwich and
Reading Beds), over which greyish brown to grey London Clay formed. The upper
part of the London Clay is weathered a mottled orange and brown colour.

The drift geology of the site itself is shown on the British Geological Survey North
London map as Floodplain River Terrace gravels overlying the London Clay. This is
covered in much of the City by brickearth.

The major geological feature of the area is the Walbrook stream and its tributaries.
The Walbrook rose in the vicinity of Hoxton and Shoreditch and flowed south, fed by
at least three tributaries to the north of the study site, to meet the Thames just to the
west of Cannon Street Station. Two of the streams are thought to meet the main
Walbrook channel to the south of the site. The eastern stream was revealed in an
excavation in 1974 in Angel Court and seen to continue to a depth of ¢.6.90m OD"™.
The main channel was revealed in a culvert under the east end of St Margaret
Lothbury in 1976'". The bed of the Walbrook was noted to be at a depth of 6.1m
below the ground surface during building works in Tokenhouse Yard in 1889'%. At
recent excavations at 6-8 Tokenhouse Yard a northeast to southwest channel,
representing the former course of the River Walbrook was recorded at a height of
4.56m OD to the south of the site and 3.71m OD to the north™. To the south of the
site in King’s Arms Yard the natural gravel was observed at levels of between 6.49m
OD and 5.27m OD in 1960'*. The width of the floodplain in the area of the site is
some 50m". Recent excavations at 2 Copthall Avenue recorded a palaeochannel
aligned east-west'®. This channel was extrapolated to be running through the area of
the site.

The evaluation report by the Museum of London Archaeology Service in 2003 created
a topographic model of the surface of the London Clay and pre-Roman stream
deposits across the site'’. These models were based on boreholes, window samples
and test pits undertaken during the evaluation. Boreholes undertaken in the 1960s
were also re-assessed and incorporated into these models. The model of the London
Clay concluded that at least two channels of the Walbrook were present on the site,
both running roughly north-south through the site, one to the west and one to the

"% Blurton, T.R., 1977, Excavations at Angel Court, Walbrook, 1974, LAMAS Vol.28, p16, 18 &

fig. 2.

" Schofield, J. with Maloney, C., (eds.), 1998, Archaeology in the City of London: a Guide to
Records of Excavations by the Museum of London, p147.

' SMR 040695.

3 Leary, J., 2003, Assessment of an Archaeological Excavation at 6 — 8 Tokenhouse Yard,
City of London, London, EC2, Pre-Construct Archaeology unpublished report.

" Wilmott, A., 1991, Excavations in the Middle Walbrook Valley, LAMAS Special Paper 13,

p57.

1 Maloney, C. with de Moulins, D., 1990, The Archaeology of Roman London Volume 1: The
Upper Walbrook in the Roman period, CBA Research Report 69, p23 fig 25.

' Humphrey, R., 2008, An Assessment of an Archaeological Excavation and Watching Brief
at 2 Copthall Avenue, City of London, London EC2 Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd
unpublished report.

'"Harward, C., 2003, Drapers’ Gardens, 12 Throgmorton Avenue, London EC2, City of
London, An Archaeological Evaluation Report. Museum of London Archaeology Service,
unpublished report.
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4.6

4.7

east. These were thought to be separated from each other by a ridge of London Clay.
The western valley was far shallower than the eastern one. The Winchester Square
stream is also thought to clip the extreme southeast corner of the site. The evaluation
proposed a change to the established view of the Blomfield Street stream cutting
across the area to the north of the site, suggesting that it instead ran through the
eastern half of the site, down the west side of Throgmorton Avenue (Fig. 3).

Results from boreholes undertaken during the excavation, and the excavation itself
generally confirmed the results from the evaluation. London Clay was encountered at
c. 6.70m OD in the northwestern area (Area C) and sloped down to c. 4.70m OD in
the southwest corner of the site. In the western extreme of the site in Area D three
auger holes encountered London Clay at 6.25m OD at the west, 6.45m OD in the
central part and 6.22m OD in the eastern part of the slot. To the east of the site in
Area A no London Clay was encountered to the north as the alluvial deposits
continued below the formation level of 5.50m OD. To the south a further three auger
holes were sunk which encountered the London Clay at 4.66m OD to the west of the
area, at 4.64m OD immediately to the west of the road and at 5.24m OD in the
southeastern corner of the site. An area of gravel terrace was also recorded in the
northwest area of the site (Area B). This was at a highest level of c. 7.30m OD and
slopped down towards the south to ¢. 6.30m OD.

Cutting through the natural London Clay in the northwestern area of the site (Area C)
was a palaeochannel. This natural watercourse ran through the site from the north
aligned virtually north-south and then turned southwest towards 4-6 Copthall Avenue.
Despite being heavily truncated, high energy fluvial gravel deposits were identified
filling the palaeochannel. Sealing the London Clay across the site were a variety of
alluvial flood deposits associated with the various Walbrook tributaries crossing and
passing by the site.

The excavation confirmed the presence of at least two tributaries of the Walbrook
crossing through the site, as suggested by the evaluation. However, the character of
these channels is more complex and will be discussed in more detail later in this
report.
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5 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

51 A full archaeological and historical background for the site was described in detail in
the Desk Top Assessment of the site®.

5.2 Prehistoric

5.2.1  Prehistoric finds from the City have been limited to stray finds often of doubtful
provenance. Evidence of Mesolithic and Neolithic activity along the Thames is
evidenced by the discovery of flints especially on the Southwark side. Bronze Age
and Iron Age weapons have been dredged from the Thames. It is certainly possible
that prehistoric activity may have occurred on the banks of the Walbrook and it is
possible that it may have been receptive for votive offerings, however, finds are very
few in the vicinity of the site. They consist of three worked flints found during
excavations at 52-63 London Wall in 1988, a few Neolithic and Iron Age finds from
Finsbury Circus and Iron Age horse equipment found on Moorgate19. A late Iron Age
bronze fibula brooch was found at Tokenhouse Yard” and an iron fibular brooch of
similar date was found at 30 Throgmorton Street?". Recently excavations at 6-8
Tokenhouse Yard have located a northeast to southwest channel of the River
Walbrook. The presence of relatively unabraded Mesolithic struck flint in association
with this channel suggests that they were most probably deposited during the Early
Holocene. The channel had infilled prior to the Roman period, possibly having
migrated further north®.

5.3 Roman

5.3.1 The Romans began to develop the upper Walbrook Valley in the late 1* to early 2
century when a planned programme of reclamation and drainage was initiated. The
streams were canalised by timber revetments or banks, and marshy land was
reclaimed by dumping clay and gravel. At least two major roads were constructed
through the valley on a northnortheast to southsouthwest alignment. Road 1 lay to the
west of the site in the area of Moorgate. Road 2 ran directly west of the site just east
of Copthall Avenue and is also extrapolated to be passing through Area D of the site.
A third road was recorded during excavations at 8-10 Throgmorton Avenue in 1999,
directly north of the site. This Road 3 is extrapolated to be running directly through
the eastern area of the site. These may well have been part of the postulated
extensions of the Flavian street grid in the city. Access was provided from within the
valley to these roads by means of gravel or timber paths. These roads were main
routes from the centre of the city to the cemeteries and market gardening areas of the
north outside the city wall®.

5.3.2 During the 2" and 3" centuries many of the early drainage channels were infilled and
buildings were erected on the reclaimed land. Clay and timber buildings were

'8 Mills Whipp Partnership, 2001, Revised Archaeological Desk Top Assessment of Drapers’
Gardens, London EC2, City of London. Mills Whipp Partnership, unpublished report.

"9 SMR 041174.

Y SMR 041161.

> SMR 041163.

2 Leary, J., 2003, An Archaeological Desk Top Assessment of 2 Copthall Avenue, London
EC2, City of London. Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd., unpublished report.

2 Maloney, C. with de Moulins, D., 1990,The Archaeology of Roman London Volume 1: The
Upper Walbrook in the Roman period, CBA Research Report 69.
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constructed, often on piles, with masonry buildings being confined to the higher
ground overlooking the streambed. Industrial activity was located in this area where
easy access to a water supply was advantageous. The drainage system was largely
maintained, as were the roads, which must have been affected by the construction of
the city walls and may have been linked to an intramural road®*.

Some of the buildings showed signs of abandonment for fifty years or more in the 3"
century with reoccupation in the 4" century of buildings with associated industrial
activity. The digging of drainage ditches and the raising of the ground level by
dumping suggest that the area was becoming wet again perhaps due to the lack of
maintenance of the drainage system. The area was finally abandoned by the Romans
sometime in the first half of 5" century®.

Borehole probes at 4-6 Copthall Avenue, immediately north of the site, indicated that
either a shallow (0.3m deep) stream or the edge of a deeper one might have flowed
northeast to southwest across the site immediately prior to the Roman period. The
London Clay was located at 5.8m OD to the west of the site and 5.96m OD to the
east, however this rose to 6.3m OD at the southern end, where it had not been
eroded by the stream®. Excavations at this site showed that extensive dumping
overlay the stream to a height of 7m to 7.4m OD, which was cut by drainage channels
and overlain with an external gravel surface, possibly a pathway, and a clay surface,
both of which had been resurfaced, at a height of between 7.5m and 7.7m OD,
possibly dating to the early 2 century. Associated with this and to the east of the site
was a northeast to southwest road, recorded at between 7.64m and 7.95m OD, as
well as a timber-lined roadside drain. Later (mid 2 century) clay and gravel surfaces
were also recorded from the site?’. The earlier drainage channels were overlain with
dumped deposits and make-up layers, possibla/ in preparation for the overlying clay
and timber buildings dated to the mid-late 3" century, c. 8.4m OD®, which were
dismantled in the 4" century and overlain by further dump deposits and drainage
ditches®.

Excavations at 5-7 Cogthall Avenue for the Guildhall Museum in 1961-2 revealed
alluvium containing 3™ and 4" century pottery, suggesting that the stream lay
nearby3°, whilst excavations at 10-12 Copthall Avenue revealed an infilled tributary.
The gravel road revealed at 4-6 Copthall Avenue was recorded to the west of 10-12
Copthall Avenue, and fronting it were the base plates of two buildings with an alley
between them. The buildings had gone out of use by the mid 3™ century, when the
area became increasingly wet as indicated by extensive flood deposits“. Monitoring
work at 20 Copthall Avenue by General Pitt Rivers in 1866 revealed rows of timber
piles driven through peat, thought to represent a revetment for the east bank of the
Walbrook, although use as building foundations could not be ruled out. Pitt Rivers
also recorded thick layers of alternating peat and domestic refuse between 3.05m
and 3.96m below the surface®.

% Ibid., p20.

" Ibid., p40.

%8 Ibid., p61.

2 Ibid., p72.
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¥ SMR 043654-62; Schofield, J. with Maloney, C., (eds.), 1998, Archaeology in the City of
London 1907-1991: a Guide to Records of Excavations by the Museum of London.
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Excavations at 20-56 Copthall Avenue in 1988 revealed a tributary of the Walbrook,
which flowed to the southwest of the site and was backfilled with leather waste as
well as between 20 and 30 human skulls. Other finds included an iron awl with leather
thongs wound around the head. A NNE-SSW gravel road ran through the middle of
the site and 2™ century timber buildings were observed between the road and the
tributary. A second road, aligned ESE-WNW, was recorded to the east of the site,
and a further two buildings were recorded |n the north-west corner of the site, as was
a tile and mortar plinth, possibly for a statue®

At the southern end of 15-35 Copthall Avenue a major tributary of the Walbrook was
recorded running eastwards before meandering to the south, the base of which was
recorded at between 5.85m and 6. 7m OD. Feeding into the channel from the north
were a number of smaller streamlets®* . By the early 2 century the trees along the
bank had been cut down, the surroundlng ground level raised to 6.8m OD, and a
northeast to southwest road constructed over a section of the infilled channel. Despite
the laying out of a network of drainage channels either side of the road to cater for the
displaced stream, flooding episodes occurred and caused erosion to the road leading
to it being resurfaced to a height of 6.95m OD, a bank was also constructed
perpendicular to the road. After further repairs to the road (to a level of 7.18m OD),
the bank was rebuilt and a 2m wide timber platform or raised path, as indicated by
timber piles, erected above it, recorded at a maximum height of 8.17m OD. As the
area continued to flood the road was raised to a height of 7.45m OD and the bank to
a height of 7.78m OD, and further dralnage channels laid out, the fills of which
contained three human skulls. By the mid 2 century the road had been rebuilt as a
causeway, 0.45m h|gher the foundation composed of stacked turves on a raft of
branches and twigs®. Timber buildings, laid on base plates (two of which remained in
situ), were erected beside the road over the path. The buildings were abandoned in
the mid 3" century, and were overlain by further aIIuwaI deposits. The road continued
to be regularly repaired up to the mid 4" century

Excavations in 1936 at Northgate House, to the west of the site at 20-28 Moorgate,
revealed dumps of Roman kiln wasters indicating proximity to a kiln. Excavations at
the same site in 1951 revealed further evidence of pottery manufacture as well as
part of the stream vaIIey Further excavations in 1998-2000 identified up to 8 kilns
and a probable potter’'s workshop dated to the early-mid 2 century to first half of the
3rd century AD on the west side of a major tributary of the Walbrook stream®. Further
evidence of a stream was also identified at 30 Moorgate

Excavations to the east of the site at 22-25 Austin Friars in 1989 identified a number
of buildings, two of which were masonry with tessellated floors and therefore probably
of a high status. These buildings were served by a complex sequence of timber
pipes, tanks and wells located close to a channel of the Walbrook* Recently, a
borehole at Austin Friars recorded London Clay at a level of 5.3m OD and waterlain
deposits to a level of 7.2m OD.

% SMR 041636-49; Schofield, J. with Maloney, C., (eds.), 1998, Archaeology in the City of
London 1907-1991: a Guide to Records of Excavatlons by the Museum of London.

Maloney, C. with de Moulins, D., 1990, The Archaeology of Roman London Volume 1: The
Upper Walbrook in the Roman penod CBA Research Report 69, p15.
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Seeley, F. & Drummond-Murray, J., 2005, Roman pottery production in the Walbrook
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5.3.10 At recent excavations at 6-8 Tokenhouse Yard, to the south of the site, prehistoric
channel fills were overlain by the dumping of sediments and domestic waste in the
mid 1* century, recorded at a height of 5.33m OD, as well as the construction of
drainage ditches, gullies and box drains, indicating periods of land reclamation and
drainage, probably on the margins of the main channel. Building activity was
evidenced in the mid to late 1% century by two parallel in situ fences with a compacted
gravel surface, recorded at 5.45m OD, between them, representing an alley, and the
fragmentary remains of a beamslot, suggesting that the area had become dry enough
to build upon. The building activity may have only been short-lived, however, since
the fences were rapidly overlain by dumped material. After the disuse of the building
activity, further attempts were made to reclaim land and control the local hydrology,
as evidenced by the construction of more box drains, drarnage ditches and gullies,
and these wet conditions persisted throughout the end of the 1 century and into the
2" century. A second phase of building activity was recorded to the south of the site,
recorded at a height of 6.70m OD, and represented by an in situ pale and wattle wall,
however, again this activity may not have been long-lived. Between AD 140-400 the
sedimentary succession indicates a complex sequence of dump deposits and cut
features such as drainage ditches and gullies, suggesting that the area remained
waterlogged. The presence of waterlogged seeds within many contexts further
indicates a continuation of wet conditions. An east-west aligned revetted ditch was
cut shortly after AD 270 and remained open until the end of the fourth century. A pillar
base or statue plinth, dating to the fourth century, overlay the sequence of layers to
the south, and was recorded at a height of 7.69m op*

5.3.11 To the south of the site an excavation and watching brief at Angel Court in 1974

revealed a small tributary stream of the Walbrook. This was canalised in the late

1%/early 2 century by means of timber revetting and artificial banks. A gravel path

was laid on clay and gravel reclamation dumps. A second phase of revetment and

attempts to manage the rising water levels were revealed, as were the supports of a

possible timber footbridge. Substantial Roman buildings and timber drains were

recorded in section to the south of the site* . Immediately to the east of the site at 9-

10 Angel Court a watching brief observed a sequence of alternating Roman flood

deposrts and rubbish dumps with the remains of a possible timber revetment or
burldrng

5.3.12 To the southwest of the site at 8 Telegraph Street gravels and clay raised the ground
surface ¢.1.00m to a level of 8.1m OD in the early 2™ century An E-W post and plank
revetment facing south was found*. In the mid to late 2™ century two phases of
masonry wall were revealed on the same alignment as the revetment, with ground
raising between the two phases These walls were robbed in the last half of the 3"
century

5.3.13 Also to the south of the site in Lothbury two shafts for the Docklands Light Railway
revealed evidence of a timber framed building of early 2 century date which was
superseded by a substantial Roman building with a hypocaust, tessellated floors and

4 Leary, J, 2003, Assessment of an archaeological excavation at 6-8 Tokenhouse Yard, City
of London, EC2, PCA unpublished report.

2 Blurton, T.R., 1977, Excavations at Angel Court, Walbrook, 1975, LAMAS vol.28, p16-26.
* + SMR 043535, 043536, 043537.

Maloney, C. with de Moulins, D., 1990,The Archaeology of Roman London Volume 1: The
Upper Walbrook in the Roman perlod CBA Research Report 69, p40.
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plastered walls with decorative painting in the middle of the 2nd century The
hypocaust was modified and the building continued in use until the 4" century

Other evidence of Roman buildings was seen on several sites in the vicinity of the
site. At the Junctlon of Moorgate and King's Arms Yard a tessellated floor was
discovered in 1843*. At 2 Moorgate walls and opus signinum floors with indications
of a hypocaust were observed in 1927. The walls were revealed at a depth of c.
4.11m below ground level and were founded on a double row of timber piles driven
into black alluvial deposﬂs To the south of the site the excavation of a tunnel in
Lothbury in 1963 revealed a ragstone and tile wall at a depth of ¢.3.28m below the
road surface™. A sewer excavation in the same road in 1835 revealed a tessellated
pavement at a similar depth of ¢. 3.35m below the road surface®’. A S|milar floor was
found during sewer work at the same depth in Lothbury in 1895°%, A 3" century
mosalc was found in the Bank of England in 1805 at a depth of between 3.35m and
3.65m°%. Other building work in the Bank of England revealed the remains of Roman
bundlngs at depths of ¢.3.81m and ¢.6.25m below ground level.

Recent excavations directly to the west at 2 Copthall Avenue revealed pre-Roman
and Roman deposits. A palaeochannel, running east-west, was recorded. This was
sealed by early Roman dumped deposits. Driven through these dump deposits was a
northwest — southeast alignment of four timber posts and a single plank which didn’t
appear to be revetting any ditch or channel. However, it is noted that this alignment
did respect the line of the previously recorded palaeochannel. A further sequence of
dumped and flood deposits were recorded through which was driven a I|ne of north —
south timber piles which most likely related to timber framed structures™

An excavation at 8-10 Throgmorton Avenue in 1999, directly north of the site,
recorded critical information with regard to interpreting the archaeological results from
Drapers’ Gardens. A sequence of Roman archaeology was recorded from the middle
of the 1% century to the mid/late 4" century. The 1% and early 2" centuries were
represented by water-logged deposits at the base of the sequence, with ewdence
existing of a drainage ditch and a timber causeway. During the rest of the 2 century
mass ground consolidation and development took place with an organised Roman
street plan being implemented. Several phases of revetting were recorded during this
period, the last of which remained open as a box drain running north-south. This ran
along the eastern side of a gravel road. Directly east of these were recorded a series
of clay and timber buildings, with possibly as many as four phases of WhICh being
identified as they were apparently constantly being rebuilt. In the 3™ and 4" centuries
the site became less densely occupied, however a large clay and timber building was

*" Schofield, J. with Maloney, C., (eds.), 1998, Archaeology in the City of London: a Guide to
Records of Excavations by the Museum of London, p272.
8 RCHM, 1928, Roman London, p123.
9 Schofield, J. with Maloney, C., (eds.), 1998, Archaeology in the City of London: a Guide to
Records of Excavations by the Museum of London, p106.

Merrlfleld R., 1965, The Roman City of London, Gazetteer 161, p237.
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> Humphrey, R., 2008, An Assessment of an Archaeological Excavation and Watching Brief
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unpublished report.
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built around AD 250 and subsequently was destroyed and collapsed in AD 270. This
structure was immediately rebuilt but fell into disuse in the early fourth century55.

Saxon

By the early 50 century it would appear that the Roman City of Londinium was largely
abandoned. The Saxons preferred to settle further to the west in the Strand/Covent
Garden area. Their settlement was called Lundenwic and was described by Bede in
the 8" century as “a trading centre for many nations who visit it by Iand and sea”®
With the growing menace of the Viking raids in the second half of the 9" century, the
settlement of Lundenwic was in turn abandoned for the site of the old Roman city with
the security its old city walls and ditches provided.

The marshy nature of the Walbrook valley did not lead to immediate settlement of the
area by the Saxons. The first occupation of the area by the Saxons was found at 8
Telegraph Street to the southwest of the site with evidence of dumping and the
construction of a wattle and daub burldmg and in the Docklands Light Ra|lway shaft
in Lothbury where a small 10" 11" century timber building was revealed®. It was
observed that the Roman building in the shaft was probably left standing as a ruin
into the 10" century, providing proof that the area was not utilised for over 500 years.
Single sherds of Saxon pottery were found at Angel Court® and 12-18 Moorgate®.
However, much of the rest of the area would seem not to have been reoccupied until
the late 11™/12" centuries®”

Medieval

The earliest mention of the Walbrook is in a charter of William | dated 1068. It is
though that the name derives from ‘stream of the Britons™®®. Once the Romans
drainage system had been abandoned the flooding of the Walbrook would have
become a perennial problem causing the area to become a swampy marsh. There is
evidence that the marsh known as Moorfields to the north of the City wall may have
extended considerably farther south into the central northern sector of the City. The
site at Angel Court, to the south of the development area, marked a limit of the marsh
as late as the 14" century. The revetments and culverts which controlled the
Walbrook and the drainage of the area during the Roman period were neglected in
the medieval period and meant that the region reverted to a swampy area until
comprehensive drainage was re-established in the 15" and 16" centuries. The
relatively unattractive nature of the land is reflected in the unusually large size of the
tenements that were held in this area. William King, who died shortly before 1396
held most of the land between Coleman Street and the Walbrook. Most of the area

> Swift, D., 2001, 8-10 Throgmorton Avenue, London, EC2, City of London, An
Archaeological Post-excavation Assessment and Updated Project Design. Museum of
London Archaeology Service, unpublished report.
% Sherley -Price, L., (trans.), Bede, A History of the English Church and People, p104.
Maloney, C. with de Moulins, D., 1990, The Archaeology of Roman London Volume 1: The
Upper Walbrook in the Roman perlod CBA Research Report 69, p79.
%8 Schofield, J. with Maloney, C., (eds.), 1998, Archaeology in the City of London: a Guide to
Records of Excavations by the Museum of London, p272.
% SMR 042142.
% SMR 044638.
o1 Maloney, C., with de Moulins, D., 1990, The Archaeology of Roman London Volume 1: The
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2 Wilmott, A., 1991, Excavations in the Middle Walbrook Valley, LAMAS Special Paper 13,
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would have used as gardens as it still was as shown on 16" century maps. Many of
the documents between 1287 until the mid 14" century refer to ditches and streams,
as property boundaries and the area must have been very wet in the winter and
subject to flooding. After this drainage of the area must have been undertaken in a
more comprehensive fashlon as after 1412 there is no further mention of the An%el
Court tributary and by the 16™ century widespread drainage schemes were in place

5.5.2 Although all medieval deposits had been truncated at 4-6 Copthall Avenue®,
excavations at 10-12 Copthall Avenue in 1905 revealed a medieval well, 6.1m deep,
with a timber-lined well shaft®®. The excavations at 15-35 Copthall Avenue recorded
medieval peaty waterlogged deposits at a he|ght of 8.4m OD. Whilst excavations in
1988 at 20-56 Copthall Avenue recorded an 11" century east-west ditch, interpreted
as an attempt to re-establish drainage in the area®. At 22-25 Austin Friars
excavatlons revealed ragstone walls founded on timber piles, forming part of a
building®”.

5.5.3 Excavations at Northgate House, 20-28 Moorgate, revealed evidence that the area
remained largely marginal during the medieval period, probably due to the marshy
nature of the ground. However, a large drainage ditch and some timber-lined pits
were recorded from the site, the contents of which suggest that the area was used for
a number of industrial purposes. These activities included the dumping of waste from
the slaughter of animals, probably from the meat markets within the city, as well as
horn working, cat skinning, tanning and metal- worklng

5.5.4 Recent excavations at 6-8 Tokenhouse Yard provided evidence of medieval activity
comprising a layer containing pottery dating from c. AD 970 to 1100. A wood lined
cesspit and connecting east-west sewer drain dated to between AD 1000-1150, cut
this layer, suggesting that the area was sufficiently drained for domestic activity
recorded at a level of c. 8.90m OD. An east-west revetted ditch, which had begun to
be infilled from the mid to late 12" century, was re-cut. Industrial activity was
evidenced in an overlying layer, dated from AD 1270-1350, which contained evidence
of metal- worklng probably the smelting of copper alloy, and included two cylindrical
crucibles®

555 At Angel Court to the south of the site the earliest medieval layers were dated to the
late 12" or early 13" centuries. The tributary of the Walbrook observed during the
Roman phases was no longer seen. Attempts to drain the land were revealed by the
presence of a drainage ditch and widespread dumping across the area. A 14"
century barrel well was the first evidence of features associated with buildings on the
site”®

63 Dyson, T., Historical Survey in Blurton, T.R., 1977, Excavations at Angel Court, Walbrook,
1974, LAMAS vol.28, p15.
5 Maloney, C., with de Moulins, D., 1990, The Archaeology of Roman London Volume 1: The
Upper Walbrook in the Roman period, CBA Research Report 69, p79.
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% Drummond-Murray, J. and Liddle, J., 2003, Medieval industry in the Walbrook valley,
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Leary, J., 2003, Assessment of an archaeological excavation at 6-8 Tokenhouse Yard, City
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Evidence of medieval bwldmgs was also revealed at 8 Telegraph Street where a
medieval hearth was found”", at the Bank of England where two 13" century wells,
one a barrel well, and a wall were found™

Post-Medieval

The site is apparent on the Agas Map of ¢.1562 and the Braun & Hogenberg Map of
1572. All show the area to the north of the church of St Margaret Lothbury up to the
City wall as largely turned over to gardens. This was probably due to the unsuitable
nature of the ground for building because of the Walbrook stream.

John Stow in 1598 described the Walbrook as “this watercourse, having divers
bridges, was afterwards vaulted over with brick, and paved level with the streets and
lanes wherethrough it passed; and since that, also houses have been built thereon,
SO that7the course of Walbrook is now hidden under ground, and thereby hardly
known""®

The site of Drapers’ Gardens was originally attached to Drapers’ Hall located on the
north side of Throgmorton Street. Drapers’ Hall had been built for Thomas Cromwell
on land previously occupied by small tenements (the previous occupants having been
unceremoniously ousted). Unhappy with only a ‘reasonable’ plot of land for his
garden, Cromwell ordered the fences of the surrounding gardens to be taken down
and a high brick wall to be erected, again this was done without prior notification to
the owners of the gardens. John Stow’s father had a house and garden nearby and
Stow tells us of his father’s surprise at finding, with no warning, that the neighbouring
house had been lifted up, set on rollers and moved into his garden, to make way for
Cromwell’s grand garden. When Stow’s father spoke to the surveyors about this, their
response was “that their master Sir Thomas commanded them so to do” and he notes
that “no man durst go to argue the matter, but each man lost his land, and my father
paid his whole rent, which was 6s. 6d. the year, for that half which was left. Thus
much of mine own knowledge have | thought good to note, that the sudden rising of
some men causeth them in some matters to forget themselves.”’

The hall and garden passed to the Drapers Company in 1541. The Drapers’
Company was a brotherhood since the 12" century and received its first charter in
1364, and is the third City Livery Company in order of civic precedence. The
members traded at different Perlods in the export and import of wool cloth, becoming
very wealthy and influential”®. The gardens were used to dry and bleach clothes,
however following a complamt by the gardener in 1551 that thls was damaging the
herbs this became limited to only the past and present wardens’®

At the beginning of the 17" century a number of buildings in the vicinity of the site
were owned by the Clothworkers’ Company, a guild connected with textiles. In 1607
the Clothworkers’ Company decided to survey the boundaries of their extensive
properties and in 1611 they commissioned Ralph Treswell, a painter-stainer, to
complete the task. Treswell presented his survey a year later in 1612, and asked for
£50 in payment. The Company paid him £35 and had him survey their lands in Sutton

"' SMR 043299.
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Valence, Kent and Essex’’. Treswell’s survey shows that two properties existed in the
area of the site in 1612. The properties both had gardens, the western garden with a
building to the north, and the eastern one with a garden to the south. Peter Doby,
undertenant of Mr. Samwayes, held the west property, whilst the eastern property
was held by Edward Colley, undertenant of Mr. Street. The western building was on a
platform raised above the garden by a low wall and steps, and comprised ground
floor rooms in a L-shaped with a garret over one of them. This building can be seen
within the footprint of the present-day 2 Copthall Avenue. The eastern building was a
lobby-entrance house on two floors, with the stairs to the first floor in the porch.
Although this building is seen to be outside the footprint of the site, an out-building at
the northern end of the garden as well as a bowling alley, which could have been
accessed from the main road, lies within the footprint7 .

The Great Fire of 1666 destroyed the area to the south of the site, including Drapers’
Hall, which was rebuilt in 1667, although it was partly burnt and rebuilt in 1772-47°.
Leake & Hollar's Map of 1667 and Ogilby & Morgan’s Map of 1676 show that the fire
was stopped just before the site, no doubt helped by the open space provided by the
gardens. After the Great Fire the gardens were opened to the public, and soon
became a fashionable promenade an hour before dinnertime®®. Ogilby & Morgan’s
1676 map shows that the properties recorded in Treswell’'s 1612 survey remained,
although both buildings in the eastern property had been considerably extended and
a formal garden laid out in the western property.

Cartographic evidence throughout the post-medieval period, from Agas’ map of 1562
until the Ordnance Survey Map of 1873, shows the area of Drapers’ Gardens to be an
open area of gardens/small park. Marked development can be seen around the
gardens but it remains open ground over the entirety of this period. The Ordnance
Survey Map of 1894 however shows a drastic change. The site has now been
cong?leted developed, with three buildings and two small avenues now occupying the
site” .

In the early 1960s the building which became known as the Drapers’ Gardens tower
was erected. It was designed by Richard Seifert, the architect also responsible for the
Grade Il Listed Building Centre Point and Tower 42. It was this building which was
demolished during the archaeological excavation, the tallest building ever to be
demolished in the UK.

" Schofield, J., 1987, The London surveys of Ralph Treswell.

’® Schofield, J., 1994, Medieval London Houses.

" Harben, H. A., 1918, A dictionary of London being notes topographical and historical
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1 Mills Whipp Partnership, 2001, Revised Archaeological Desk Top Assessment of Drapers’
Gardens, London EC2, City of London. Mills Whipp Partnership, unpublished report.
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6.1

6.2

METHODOLOGY

An archaeological evaluation conducted in 2003, consisted of the monitoring of
geotechnical test pits, boreholes and window samplessz. The evaluation appeared to
confirm the presence of two tributaries of the River Walbrook, the base of the stream
channels were filled with up to 2.25m of natural riverlain alluvium. This was overlain
by up to 3.60m of low grade dumping and mass reclamation. No evidence of Roman
structures was found. Based upon this evaluation a mitigation strategy was
formulated by Mills Whipp Partnership in consultation with Kathryn Stubbs, Senior
Archaeology and Planning Officer of the Corporation of London. This methodology is
described in detail in the Method Statement® but a brief summary of the original
phased works are as follows:

Phase 1 will consist of the monitoring of enabling works. This will consist of pile
probing around the entire perimeter of the site in preparation for the insertion of steel
piling. In addition ground anchors will be inserted into the soil under Throgmorton
Avenue on the eastern side of the development to support the sheet piling. These
ground anchors are to be inserted at two distinct levels.

Phase 2 will consist of three excavations across the eastern part of the site. These
excavations will be dug through the Roman deposits down to the top of the natural
stream deposits with environmental sampling thereafter.

Phase 3 will consist of an excavation along the southern part of the site. This
excavation will be dug through the Roman deposits down to the top of the natural
stream deposits with environmental sampling thereafter.

Phase 4 will consist of the archaeological monitoring of the reduction of the area to
the north-west of the central tower. From available information it is indicated that
previous truncation will have removed all but the deepest archaeological remains.

Phase 5 will consist of two excavations to the east and southeast of the central tower.
These excavations will be dug through the Roman deposits down to the top of the
natural stream deposits with environmental sampling thereafter.

Phase 6 will consist initially of the archaeological monitoring of the removal of
concrete slabs and pile caps down to the top of the archaeological horizons. The later
archaeological requirements in this western access area will be dependent on the
finalisation of the foundation design.

Phase 7 will consist of brief observations beneath the central tower.

Phase 8 will consist of archaeological monitoring of any support works necessary on
the remainder of the site.

The proposed development at Drapers’ Gardens required demolition of the thirty
storey tower and ground reduction work across the whole site to a formation level of
5.50m OD. The original excavation methodology was tied into these phases of
sequential demolition and ground reduction events. Phase 1 consisted of the
monitoring of an enabling works trench around virtually the entire perimeter of the site
for the insertion of sheet piling. Henceforward this will be referred to as the enabling
works watching brief. This involved the removal of the concrete slab, modern
overburden and any deposits below these by the demolition contractors utilising
mechanical excavators with breakers and flat bladed ditching buckets down to a level

%2 Harward, C., 2003, Drapers’ Gardens, 12 Throgmorton Avenue, London EC2, City of
London, An Archaeological Evaluation Report. Museum of London Archaeology Service,
unpublished report.

% Butler, J., 2006, Method Statement For An Archaeological Excavation At Drapers’ Gardens,
London EC2, City of London. Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd, unpublished report.
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which enabled the insertion of sheet piles. This work was undertaken under
archaeological supervision.

The original Phase 2 area, henceforward to be referred to as Area A (Fig. 2), was to
consist of three stepped trenches across the eastern half of the site. This involved the
breaking out and removal of the existing basement concrete slab along the whole
eastern part of the site utilising mechanical excavators with breakers and a flat bladed
ditching bucket. This was conducted under archaeological supervision. Once
archaeological deposits were visible and confirmed to be low grade dumping the
location of the three trenches would be confirmed by the Corporation of London’s
Senior Planning and Archaeology Officer. However, once the entirety of the concrete
slab was removed it was clear that the archaeological deposits were much more
complex than the dump deposits extrapolated to survive. Following consultation with
the aforementioned Senior Planning and Archaeology Officer and Mills Whipp
Partnership a new methodology was formulated and it was deemed necessary to
hand excavate the entirety of this area, Area A. All investigation of archaeological
levels, features and structures was by hand, with cleaning, examination and recording
both in plan and in section. During the course of the excavation, following
consultation with the Senior Planning and Archaeology Officer, a strategy was
formulated which involved the excavation of all complex archaeology by hand down
to the top level of the low grade dump material. Hand dug slots would then be
excavated through this material down to the formation level of 5.50m OD or until
natural geology was encountered. The rest of the dumped material would then be
reduced down to the formation level by mechanical excavator under archaeological
supervision.

The original Phase 3 and 5 areas, henceforward to be referred to as Area B (Fig. 2),
the whole western part of the site, followed the same methodology as the original
Phase 2 (Area A) as described above. Stepped trenches were to be excavated
through the potentially low grade dump deposits. However, as Area A had revealed
such a complex sequence of archaeological deposits, this strategy would be reviewed
once the concrete slab was removed with the potential being for another open area
excavation. As previously, once the concrete slab was removed the complex nature
of archaeological deposits dictated that the entire area had to be excavated by hand.
A similar strategy was implemented of excavating the entirety of the complex
archaeology down to the top of the dumped material and then hand dug slots would
be excavated through these to the proposed development’s formation level of 5.50m
OD or until natural geology was encountered. However, complex archaeology was
encountered in one of these slots below the low grade dump material. After
consultation with the Senior Planning and Archaeology Officer and Mills Whipp
Partnership, it was decided that the low grade material would be removed by
mechanical excavators under archaeological supervision down to the top level of the
next phase of complex archaeology. Excavation by hand would continue at this point
until the complex archaeology was recorded, the formation level was reached or
natural geology was encountered.

The Phase 4 area, the north-western area of the site, will henceforward be referred to
as Area C (Fig. 2). The original methodology for this area involved excavating to the
formation level of 5.50m OD by the ground works contractors using mechanical
excavators. This was to be done under archaeological supervision as a
watching/stopping brief, as it was thought to be truncated down to the natural London
Clay. This involved the removal of the concrete slab, modern overburden and any
deposits below these by the demolition contractors utilising mechanical excavators
with breakers and flat bladed ditching buckets. If any archaeological features or
deposits were encountered they would be excavated and recorded.
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The Phase 6 area, a slot in the western area of the site, will henceforward be referred
to as Area D (Fig. 2). The original methodology for this area involved the removal of
the concrete slab, pile caps and modern backfill. This was to be done by the ground
works contractors using mechanical excavators under watching brief conditions.
Once archaeological horizons were identified they would be cleaned to determine
their nature. The archaeological horizons were recorded at this level and left
unexcavated; three power-augered boreholes were then undertaken through the area
in an attempt to better understand the underlying archaeological and natural
sequence. The area was then protected by means of terram geotextile and backfilled.
Further work would be determined following consultation with Kathryn Stubbs, Senior
Planning and Archaeology Officer of the Corporation of London once the foundation
design for the area is finalised.

Power-augered boreholes were undertaken in a variety of locations across the site.
As mentioned above three were undertaken in the western slot area, Area D. Three
were also undertaken along the southern area of the site, Area A. These were
undertaken following consultation with the Corporation of London’s Senior Planning
and Archaeology Officer, Kathryn Stubbs, and the archaeological consultants Mills
Whipp Partnership.

All investigation of archaeological levels, features and structures was by hand, with
cleaning, examination and recording both in plan and in section. The hand excavation
continued to the proposed development formation level of 5.50m OD, or until natural
geology was encountered.

The site archive was organised as to be compatible with its eventual deposition with
the London Archaeological Archive and Research Centre (LAARC) at Eagle Wharf
Road. Individual descriptions of all archaeological strata and features excavated and
exposed were entered onto prepared pro-forma recording sheets which include the
same fields of entry as found on the recording sheets of the Museum of London.
Sample recording sheets, sample registers, finds recording sheets, accession
catalogues, and the photography record cards followed the Museum of London
equivalents. This requirement for archival compatibility extends to the use of
computerised databases.

A record of the full extent in plan and section of all archaeological deposits as
revealed in the investigation was made; these plans were on polyester based drawing
film, were related to the site grid and at a scale of 1:10 and 1:20. ‘Single context
planning’ was used on stratified deposits. Where possible the information was
digitised for eventual CAD application.

OD heights of all principal strata and features were calculated and indicated on the
appropriate plans and sections.

A ‘Harris Matrix’ stratification diagram was used to record stratigraphic relationships.
This record was compiled and fully checked during the course of the excavations.
Spot dating was incorporated where applicable during the course of the excavation.

Full photographic records of the investigations were prepared. This included black
and white prints and colour transparencies (on 35mm film), illustrating in both detail
and general context the principal features and finds discovered. The photographic
record also included ‘working shots’ to illustrate more generally the nature of the
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archaeological investigation. The transparencies were mounted in suitable frames for
long-term curation in preparation for deposition with the archive.

The excavation area and watching brief trenches were surveyed into the National
Grid and a CAD drawing produced showing their location.

Multiple temporary benchmarks were established on the site for the various phases of
works, including 9.16m OD and 9.04m OD in Area A and 7.78m OD in Area B. All
temporary benchmarks were traversed from the Ordnance Survey benchmark of
13.10m OD located on a wall near the intersection of London Wall and Blomfield
Street.

The site was given the site code DGT 06.
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THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SEQUENCE

Phase 1: Natural Geology

Natural London Clay was recorded in various locations across the site, following the
very general trend of sloping down from north to south. An area of natural terrace
gravels were also recorded in the northern half of Area B.

The earliest deposit encountered was the natural London Clay. As discussed in
Chapter 4 above the London Clay was a greyish brown to grey colour. The upper part
of the London Clay was weathered a mottled orange and brown colour. In the
northwestern area of the site, Area C, the upper weathered London Clay was
recorded at a height of c. 6.70m OD. Auger results in the extreme west of the site,
Area D, recorded the upper weathered London Clay at levels of between c. 6.25m
and 6.45m OD. In the south of Area B the upper weathered London Clay was
recorded within a slot at c. 4.70m OD. To the east it was encountered in the southern
part of Area A at levels between 4.64m and 5.24m OD.

In the northern half of Area B natural terrace gravels, [4661], were recorded. These
terrace gravels had a recorded area of c. 324 square metres and was at a highest
level of c. 7.30m OD. The gravels gradually sloped down to south where it abruptly
dropped off to a height of c. 6.30m OD.

Phase 2: Pre-Roman Stream Channel & Alluvial Deposits (Fig. 4)

A natural pre-Roman channel was recorded in Area C, representing one of the
Walbrook streams which are extrapolated to be crossing through the site, in this case
most likely the ‘Western Stream’. Also recorded across the site were alluvial deposits
representing overbank alluviation from the various Walbrook streams crossing
through, and passing by the site.

Cutting through the natural London Clay in the northwestern area of the site (Area C)
was a palaeochannel, [5021]. This natural watercourse ran through the site from the
north aligned virtually north-south and then turned southwest towards 4-6 Copthall
Avenue. Despite being heavily truncated, high energy fluvial sands and gravels were
recorded filling the palaeochannel. The palaeochannel was recorded at c. 6.80m OD
and was approximately 8m across at its widest point. The channels depth was not
recorded as it went the below the proposed developments formation level in this area.

Sealing the London Clay across the site were a variety of alluvial flood deposits
associated with the various Walbrook tributaries crossing and passing by the site. In
the northern part of Area A alluvial gravels were recorded within a sondage at c.
5.60m OD, this was the earliest deposit recorded in the northern part of this area with
no further excavation taking below as the developments formation level was reached.
In the south of Area B a sequence of alluvial sands, gravels and organic layers were
recorded at a height of 5.60m OD and had a total thickness of 0.90m.

Phase 3a: AD 50-70 (Fig. 5)
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The earliest recorded Roman activity on site consisted of a timber corduroy structure
with an associated channel to the north and ditch to the south, all on the same
alignment. These combined features may have delineated and demarked a boundary.
Evidence for early water management, in the form of the revetting of channels was
also recorded.

Sealing the alluvial deposits in Area B was a group of dumped layers. These mixed
deposits were encountered at a highest level of 6.16m OD and had a maximum
thickness of ¢. 0.55m. Laid upon the dumped deposits in the southern end of Area B
was a timber corduroy structure [4798]. The structure was aligned eastnortheast-
westsouthwest and it measured, as seen, 18.40m long x 4.10m at its widest point but
continued beyond the limits of excavation. It was recorded at a highest level of 6.20m
OD at its western end and sloped down steadily to 5.92m OD to the east. This
structure was composed of timber logs lain side by side horizontally, aligned roughly
north-south, forming the corduroy pattern. A small area of corduroy, [4972], appeared
to extend south off the main structure [4798]. It extended c. 2m south and was 2m
wide. At its southern end it appeared to have slumped slightly into the side of ditch
[4864]. Within the corduroy was another square timber structure [4865], measuring
2.5m x 2.5m. This was constructed of similar timber logs, except larger than before,
which lay horizontal on the opposite alignment of the corduroy structure [4798], east-
west. These larger timbers appear to have collapsed around four leaning timber
posts, which formed a rectangle and would originally have been vertical. These larger
timbers of structure [4865] had also collapsed over elements of the corduroy [4798].
Structure [4865] was not intrusive, or later than, corduroy structure [4798] but was an
integral part of the overall structure undoubtedly constructed at the same time. Below
these timbers a linear cut, [4935], was recorded. This ran northnorthwest-
southsoutheast apparently connecting ditch [4864] with channel [4591] (see below).
Structure [4865] would appear to be the remains of a bridge over cut [4935].
Dendrochronological results from a number of the individual timbers of corduroy
structure [4798] date very specifically to AD 62, two dating to the winter of AD62 and
one to the spring AD 62 (Appendix 17).

Cutting the dumped layers at the southern extent of Area B was ditch [4864]. This
ditch ran eastnortheast-westsouthwest directly south of corduroy structure [4798], to
which it was associated. It measured 9.60m in length but would have continued in
both directions beyond the limit of excavation. It was recorded at a height of 5.93m
OD and was c. 1.10m deep. The ditch was backfilled with a series of mixed silty clay
deposits. Recorded at the western end of this ditch was a single timber plank
supported by a timber pile, [4982]. No further evidence of revetting, or any other form
of timber structure was recorded throughout the length of the ditch. This ditch
appears to have been re-cut not long afterwards, [4561], along the same line but not
as wide. Again this ditch was backfilled with a series of mixed silty clay deposits.
Recovered from fill [4947] was a coin of Marcus Agrippa, probably struck between AD
37-41 and almost certainly lost before the death of Nero in AD 68. Also recovered
from one of the fills was an iron ballista bolt SF1153.

Cutting through the alluvial deposits to the north of timber corduroy structure [4798] in
Area B was a large channel [4591]. Running virtually parallel to the corduroy it ran
through the length of this area of the site, c. 18.50m and was 8.75m wide, it was
encountered at c. 6.43m OD. This man made channel was c. 1.05m deep and was
filled with a sequence of natural silting and backfilled material. The channel may have
originally been a natural feature which was diverted to flow along a controlled route.

Between timber corduroy structure [4798] and channel [4591] was a line of eight
driven timber stakes, [4830], cutting through the dumped deposits. The line of timber
stakes measured c. 5m eastnortheast-westsouthwest. The timbers were encountered
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at a highest level of 5.97m OD and ranged in diameter from 0.06m to 0.10m. These
formed a relatively neat line running parallel along the edge of channel [4591],
possibly representing a temporary fence line due to the relatively small size of the
timber stakes.

Recorded in the southwestern part of Area A was a timber pile and plank revetment
structure, [1921]. Aligned approximately eastnortheast-westsouthwest only the
northern side of the structure appeared to survive. It was encountered at a height of
c. 5.80m OD, the surviving length of which was 2.80m. No dating evidence was
recovered from the silty organic fills. This revetment structure represents the earliest
recorded attempt to formally canalise one of the Walbrook streams on the site.

Phase 3b: AD 50-70 (Fig. 6 )

The next phase of this early Roman activity consisted of a re-cut of an earlier channel
which is subsequently blocked off at one end, most likely for the installation of a
timber corduroy sub-structure and an enclosure defined by a timber fenceline. A small
area outside the enclosure contained four timber boxes, three of which contained
human infant and neonate remains.

Channel [4591] appears to have been re-cut, [4783] during this phase. Still running
eastnortheast-westsouthwest, the channel is now c. 6.80m wide, around 2m narrower
than previously existing channel [4591]. This channel was filled with a sequence of
natural silting and backfilled material [4704], [4705], [4706], [4707], [4936], with a
maximum depth of c. 1.05m. A coin dating to AD 69-79, an As from the House of
Vespasian was recovered from fill [4705]. Along the northern edge of the channel
three timber uprights were recorded, [4550-4552], running in a straight line parallel to
the channels edge. These timbers were equalled spaced with a gap of c. 1.25m
between them and were recorded at c. 6.04m OD. These may represent the timber
piles which would have supported planking of a revetment structure which is now
gone. No other evidence of a revetment structure was recorded within the channel.
The remains of a largely complete amphora [4546] was placed on the northern bank
of the recut channel. Recorded at the eastern end of channel [4783] were two parallel
rows of timber piles and planks, [4800], blocking off the channel creating a causeway.
These timbers were encountered at 6.27m OD. Dendrochronological results from the
timbers date to; spring AD 71, winter AD 70 & AD 65-101 (Appendix 17). Also cutting
through channel [4783] at its eastern end was ditch [4785]. This curvi-linear ditch
appeared to run east-west from timber causeway structure [4800] before almost
immediately turning south, continuing outside the southern limit of excavation. It was
recorded at 6.10m OD and measured 8.85m long by 0.58m wide, it had a maximum
depth of 0.65m. This ditch may have served to drain channel [4783] before the
installation of timber causeway structure [4800].

Cutting through the eastern end of channel [4783] was a timber fence line or
palisade, [4831]. Running northwest-southeast this fence line consisted of a number
of timber pales set vertically in a line next to each. It was recorded at 6.47m OD; its
length measured 5.25m and would have continued outside the limit of excavation
northwest and southeast. Dendrochronological results from the timbers date to; winter
AD 70, AD 42-73 & after AD 37. This timber fence line structure may relate to a
similar timber structure, [4493], in the north of Area B, described below.

Lying directly north of channel [4783] was a whole timber door laid flat, [4554], just
north of which were four small timber boxes, [4555], [4986] & [4987] & [4504]. Timber
box [4555] was recorded at 6.54m OD, rectangular in shape it measured 0.60m long
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by 0.25m wide. Within this box human remains [4579] were recorded. These remains
were in moderate condition, with all areas of the skeleton represented and were of a
neonatal individual, at full term, or 2 months either side. Timber box [4986] was of
bentwood construction, measured 0.60m long by 0.27m wide and was encountered at
6.75m OD. Within this box human remains [4991] were recorded. The remains were
in poor condition with only skull fragments surviving, the dental development of
surviving dentition suggests that the infant was probably less than 6 months in age.
Timber box [4987] was recorded at c. 6.79m OD, rectangular in shape it measured
0.65m long by 0.17m wide. Within this box human remains [4734]/[4742] were
recorded. These remains were again in poor condition with skull fragments, vertebral
neural arches, two long bones fragments, rig fragments and a distal phalange being
recovered. As no complete long bones or dentition survived an accurate age could
not be determined but the general size of the remains suggest that the infant was less
than full term but perhaps in the later stages of foetal development. Timber box
[4504] was recorded at c. 7.15m OD, rectangular in shape it measured 0.82m long by
0.24m wide. This timber box contained no human remains. Timber door, [4554], had
been laid flat, apparently in association with the burials. Dendrochronological results
from the timber date to AD 53-89 (Appendix 17).

Laid upon backfilled channel [4783] was a timber sub-structure, [4743]. Aligned
eastnortheast-westsouthwest, the same as the backfiled channel it sat upon, it
measured c. 11.50m long by c. 1.90m wide. It was recorded at c. 6.15m OD. This
timber structure was constructed of timber logs and piles, the logs being relatively
equally spaced c. 1m apart from each other, forming a loose corduroy pattern. These
would originally have sat upon the timber piles, but were now displaced. At the
western end of this structure only the piles survived.

Cutting the natural gravel [4661] in the north of Area B was a ditch [4540]/[4417]. The
ditch ran northeast-southwest measuring 9.50m long by 2.25m wide, its southern end
would have continued outside the limit of excavation, with the northern end being its
apparent terminus. It was encountered at 7.40m OD and was c. 1.05m deep. The
ditch appears to have been backfilled with [4432], [4437], [4438] & [4453], and then
replaced by a timber fence line or palisade, [4493], which starts halfway along the
original ditch and continues on the same line northeast past where the ditch
terminated. The fence line was recorded at a highest level of 7.32m OD and its full
length measured 9.60m, the timbers survived to a height 0.80m. Dendrochronological
results from the timbers include; after AD 31, after AD 41, AD 58-94 & AD 54-90
(Appendix 17). This timber fence line may be associated with a similar timber
structure [4831] in the south of Area B, described above.

Phase 4: AD 70-120 (Fig. 7)

The next phase of Roman activity involved a structured effort to consolidate and raise
the ground level, the end result of which would enable the area to be built upon and
settled. This took the form of a series of drainage ditches prior to the mass dumping
of imported material raising the ground level c. 2m. Integral to this undertaking was
the ability to control the Walbrook streams crossing the site, this was done by
revetting the channel with timber piles and planks, canalising the stream.

Sealing the natural alluvial deposits in Area A was a sequence of dump layers
imported to consolidate and raise the ground level, prior to formalised settlement of
the area. In this area these dumps were recorded at c. 7.80m OD and had a total
thickness of c. 2m. These layers were a sequence of mixed silty clay, clay and gravel
deposits imported from somewhere off site. Remnants of two ditches were recorded
within the sequence of dumped material described above. Ditch [3280] was recorded
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in a slot that was excavated through the dump material excavated to the south of
Area A. It was aligned northwest-southeast, was recorded at 7.25m OD and was
0.40m wide by 0.60m deep. Ditch [3071] was recorded within a northern slot through
the dump material in Area A. It was aligned northwest-southeast, was recorded at
7.28m OD and was 1m wide by 0.50m deep. These ditches likely represent drainage
of the area during the consolidation event and may even allow separation between
consolidation events which may have been a staged process.

Recorded between consolidation dumps in the south central part of Area A was a
layer of compacted gravels, [681]. These gravels were encountered at c. 7.70m OD
within a slot excavated through the consolidation material. This horizon may
represent some form of metalled surface, possible even a road, especially as it’s in
the same area where a later road surface was installed (see Phase 5a). However as
only a small area of this deposit was recorded within a slot, it cannot be conclusively
interpreted and may only be another episode of dumping, part of the overall land
consolidation event happening during this phase.

Cutting thin dump layers which sealed timber structure [4743] and channel [4783] in
the south of Area B were ditches [4711] and [4541]. Both ditches ran approximately
northwest-southeast; [4711] measured 8.75m long by 0.60m wide, was recorded at
6.09m OD and was c. 0.35m deep. Ditch [4541] measured 9.75m long by 0.60m
wide, was recorded at c. 6.36m OD and was c. 0.60m deep. These ditches likely
represent attempts to drain the land just prior to the mass consolidation which took
place subsequently, described below.

Sealing the cut features described above in Area B was a similar mass consolidation
event, similar to the sequence described above in Area A of dump layers imported to
consolidate and raise the ground level. These raised the ground to a height of c.
7.50m OD and had an overall thickness of c. 1.5m. Remnants of two ditches, [4426]
and [4543], were recorded within the sequence of dump material as excavated in a
slot through these deposits. Ditch [4426] ran northeast-southwest, was recorded at
6.74m OD, and was 0.40m wide and 0.26m deep. Ditch [4543] ran eastnortheast-
westsouthwest, was recorded at 6.20m OD, and was 0.55m wide and 0.42m deep.
Again, these ditches likely represent localised drainage in between events of dumping
and consolidation. Also recorded within the sequence of dumping at two distinct
levels were two groups of postholes. The first group consisted of two postholes,
[4557] and [4559]. These were both encountered at ¢. 6.17m OD, had diameters of c.
0.25m and depths of 0.20m. Neither of these postholes had any timber remains
surviving. The second group consisted of three driven timber posts, [4403], [4404] &
[4405]. These were recorded at c. 6.80m OD, and had diameters of ¢c. 0.25m. The full
depth of these timbers was not recorded.

Recorded within the consolidation deposits in the northern end of Area A, was a
timber pile and plank revetted channel, [4154]. This revetted channel ran northeast-
southwest and measured c. 16.50m long and was c. 2m wide. It was recorded at a
highest level of c. 7m OD at its northeastern end and appeared to slope gradually
down to c. 6.85m at its southwestern end. In some areas two courses of planking was
recorded, supported by timber piles. In places where timber piles no longer existed
the planking had slumped slightly inwards into the channel. The channel was c. 1m
deep along its length and was filled by various silty clay and organic silt deposits,
[4147-4148], [4200-4205], [4212-4218], [4163-4164], [4169-4169] & [4177].
Dendrochronological results from timber recovered from the revetment dates to AD
69-105. Further southwest, along the same line, another section of revetment
structure was recorded, [3058]. Only a limited area of this structure was recorded in a
slot but followed the same alignment as [4154]. Timber revetment [3058] was again a
pile and plank structure, recorded at c. 7.15m OD it was c. 2m wide. The revetment
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was c. 1m deep and was filled by silty clay deposits, [2763], [2891] & [2965]. The
western side of this structure showed signs of disrepair as the planking had collapsed
inwards. Recorded in the south central zone of Area A was another timber pile and
plank revetment structure, [1919], [1920] & [1980]. This structure was again on the
same northeast-southwest aligned, its recorded length being c. 5.25m by c. 2m wide.
It was recorded at c. 6.60m OD; it was c. 0.50m deep but was not fully excavated. On
top of the eastern side of this structure the remnants of four timber planks, [2628], laid
flat next to each other were recorded. They were at c. 6.60m OD and may represent
a timber bridge across the revetted channel or even capping to the revetment
structure. The possible continuation of these structures was also recorded in the
southeast of Area B, in the form of timbers [4401], [4725] & [4726]. These were
recorded at ¢c. 6.60m OD with only a small area of them revealed next to the limit of
excavation.

7.5.7 This series of timber structures appear to represent one overall channel running
northeast-southwest across the site, revetted with timber piles and planks. This may
originally have been one of the sinuous natural Walbrook streams crossing the site
which was then canalised during the Roman period in an attempt to control the water
flow, in this case in conjunction with an organised event of mass consolidation of the
area upon which to build. The consolidation and raising of the land could not have
happened without first attempting to control the free flowing Walbrook streams.

7.6 Phase 5a: AD 120-160 (Fig. 8)

7.6.1 Phase 5a saw an organised layout imposed upon the site. This comprised a road
running northnortheast-southsouthwest through the site, along both sides of which
ran revetted channels, diverted from their original courses to run parallel to the road,
most likely serving as drains. This phase also saw the first structure erected, a timber
framed building, in the south of Area A. Associated ditches and pits were also
recorded during this phase.

Road (Fig. 23)

7.6.2 Laid on top of the dump deposits in the south central part of Area A was a metalled
road surface, [641]. These heavily compacted gravels were recorded at c. 8.40m OD
and were 0.35m thick. This surface was c. 8m wide and appeared to be running
northnortheast-southsouthwest through this area of the site. A small area of this road
was also recorded at the northern extreme of Area A, [2957] and in the central part,
[2779]. This small northern area of compacted road gravels, [2957], measured 2.30m
in length by 0.80m in width but would have continued beyond the northern and
western limits of excavation. They were recorded at c. 8.43m OD and were 0.30m in
thickness. The line of this road appears to correspond with the road recorded to the
north of the site at 8-10 Throgmorton Avenue in 1999, extrapolated to be crossing
through the site®. Directly west of the road in the south of Area A was a timber
revetment structure, [404] (Fig. 18). This channel was revetted with timber piles and
planks and ran parallel to gravel road [641], northnortheast-southsouthwest. It was
recorded at 7.50m OD, was 2.25m wide and c. 1.30m deep. Only 7.75m of its length
was revealed in this area and would have continued both north and south beyond the
limits of the excavation. It was filled with various organic silts which had accumulated
over time within the confines of the revetment structure. Recorded running
perpendicular to the revetted channel, and apparently running directly into was a
bored timber pipe, [215]. Measuring 1.90m in length, it was recorded at c. 7.69m OD.

% Swift, D., 2001, 8-10 Throgmorton Avenue, London, EC2, City of London, An
Archaeological Post-excavation Assessment and Updated Project Design. Museum of
London Archaeology Service, unpublished report.

42



7.6.3

7.6.4

7.6.5

7.6.6

Recorded at the eastern end of this pipe was a line of timber stakes, [735], running
perpendicular to the pipe and parallel with the revetted channel. This line of stakes
measured c. 3.10m in length and appear to represent a small fenceline. How this
fenceline relates to the bored timber pipe is uncertain, such bored timber pipes
usually provide water under pressure to buildings. In this case however, it may have
been used to drain water into the channel, possible off a roof associated with the
fenceline. Ditch [966] was recorded directly west, and parallel to, revetment structure
[404]. This was recorded at 7.24m OD, was 2.5m wide and 0.92m deep. Only 5.25m
of its length was revealed but it would have continued north and south outside the
limit of excavation.

Running parallel, northnortheast-southsouthwest, directly east of gravel road [641]
was another revetted channel, [671])/[1882], [1998]/[2099], [1784]/[1833]/[3170],
[3904]/[4197]/[4152]. This timber pile and plank revetment ran through the length of
Area A for c. 50m. At its northern end it was recorded as structure [3904]/[4152] at c.
8.15m OD, was 2.25m wide and was c¢. 0.70m deep with two courses of planking
surviving. In the centre of the site it was recorded as structure [1998]/[2099] at c.
8.04m OD, was 2m wide and c. 0.60m deep. At the very southern end it was
recorded as structures [671]/[1882] at c. 7.80m OD, measured 2.25m wide, and was
c. 0.50m deep. This revetted channel running directly east of, and parallel to the road,
represents the diversion of one of the canalised Walbrook streams to serve as
drainage. As would be expected with an area of open water it also served the dual
function of a being used as a drain into which refuse, and potentially votive offerings,
were placed. The channels were filled with various silt and organic silt deposits
containing large assemblages of pottery, bone, building material and numerous small
finds.

At the northern end of Area A the revetted channel appeared to fork off to the
northeast. This heavily altered and repaired revetment, structures [3351], [5004],
[3482] & [2716], ran on the same line as the earlier channel [4154]. Timber planking,
[3664], also appears to have been installed to connect it with structure [4152]. This
implies that despite the installation of the revetted channels which ran parallel
alongside the gravel road [641], the northern section of the previously existing
northeast-southwest channel remained in use creating this fork at the northern end of
Area A. In the centre of Area A, where only the timber piles relating to major
northnortheast-southsouthwest revetment structure were present, a wider line of
timber piles and planks, [3170], appeared to line up with the northeast-southwest
branch.

Cutting through the dump material at the northern end of Area A was a cut, [4223],
containing human remains [4207]. The remains were aligned northeast-southwest,
with the upper body at the northeastern end. These articulated remains were
recorded at c. 7.36m OD. The remains were of an adult male; with c. 80% of the
skeleton present, the skull, cervical vertebrae and right arm were all absent. No
evidence exists for the removal of the skull and associated cervical vertebrae prior to
burial. It is interesting to note that the alignment of the remains respected that of the
revetted channels in the area and the possibility exists that they may have been
dumped into the side of one of the early phases of channel.

Between the two revetted channels in the north of Area A was a timber lined pit,
[4226]. Rectangular in shape, the pit measured 2.50m by 1.90m and was 0.80m
deep. It was recorded at 7.32m OD. The pit was lined with two courses of horizontal
on-edge timber planking held in place by small stakes, [4225]. The pit was filled with
accumulated organic peat deposits [4211] and [4209], one of which, [4209], contained
numerous finds including a whole toilet spoon SF925. Just to the north of this pit two
more pits were recorded, [4145] & [4124]. Both were sub-circular in plan and were
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recorded at c. 8m OD. Pit [4145] measured 1.40m by 1m and was 0.80m deep. Pit
[4124] measured 0.65m by 0.70m and was 0.30m deep. Both were filled by silty-clay
deposits and probably represent rubbish pits.

Cutting the dump deposits in the centre of Area A was a large rectangular pit, [3589].
Measuring 6m by 2.80m, it was recorded at 7.85m OD and was 0.50m deep. Two
ditches, [4069] & [3656], aligned eastsoutheast-westnorthwest, apparently ran into pit
[3589] from the east. Neither of these ditches continued on the western side of the pit.
These ditches ran parallel to each other, [3656] being to the north of [4069], both
being recorded at c. 7.90m OD. Ditch [3656] was 1.25m wide and 0.90m deep. Ditch
[4069] was 1.50m wide and 0.45m deep. It appears that these ditches served as
drainage, either into, or out of, large pit [3589].

Building 1

To the east of the revetted channel in the south of Area A was the first structure
constructed on the site, Building 1. Recorded at c. 7.90m OD Building 1 represents
the north-east corner of a structure which continued outside the limit of excavation to
the south and was truncated by later medieval channel cut [133]. It can be assumed
however that Building 1 would have respected the edge of the revetted channel to
west. Respecting the northnortheast-southsouthwest alignment of the aforementioned
channel, Building 1 appeared to be square or possibly rectangular in shape.
Constructed of horizontal timber beams supported by timber piles, these combined to
form the buildings baseplate. Mortise holes were identified within the beams from
which upright timbers would have formed the upstanding walls. Building 1 consisted
of an outer and inner wall running parallel, almost concentric squares, implying a
corridor ran around a central room. Dendrochronological results from one of the
timber piles, [3556], dates to the winter of AD 129 (Appendix 17). The overall
dimensions of Building 1 as seen within the limits of excavation were 6.25m
northnortheast-southsouthwest by 6.25m eastsoutheast-westnorthwest. Recorded in
the central room was a mixed clay floor surface [3419], the dimensions of this room
were 3.50m by 3.75m. Just to the north of Building 1 was a ditch [3360]. Parallel to
Building 1, running eastsoutheast-westnorthwest, the ditch measured 4.75m in
length; it was truncated at its western end by later activity. At its eastern end the ditch
appeared to terminate. The ditch was c. 1m wide and was 0.30m deep. Within the fill
a degraded timber plank, [3406], was recorded which may represent the remnants of
a timber lining to the ditch suggesting it served as drainage.

In the centre of Area A small group of pits, [3982], [4002], [4032] & [3988] together
with a group of timber stakes were recorded. The small pits were recorded at c.
7.65m OD, were all elongated ovals in plan ranging in size from 0.74m long by 0.22m
wide to 1.20m long by 0.40m wide. The pits were all approximately 0.15m deep and
filled with burnt charcoal material. The fourth pit differed in size, measuring 1.60m by
1.40m and was c. 0.10m deep. The stakes, [3976-3980] & [3983] were all recorded at
c. 7.65m OD and had a diameter of 0.06m. These formed a fairly loose square
pattern and may represent some small temporary timber structure.

Cutting the consolidation dumps in Area B was ditch [4385]/[4593]. Running
northwest-southeast across the entire excavation area for c. 20m, it was 1.5m wide.
The ditch was recorded at c. 7.40m OD and was 0.70m deep. It was filled by a
mixture of silty clay and organic silts, some of which were peaty in composition
[4581], [4582], [4386], [4406] & [4702]. Of particular note was secondary fill [4581],
located within the eastern end of the ditch, the composition of which was a large
assemblage of animal bone and horn core, indicators of industrial activities such as
leather working and tanning, amongst others. This ditch appears to have been in use
as drainage, most likely into ditch [966] or possibly into revetted channel [404] to the
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east (described above) and may also have served the dual purpose of delineating a
boundary. Directly north of the eastern half of ditch [4593], cutting through the
consolidation deposits was a pit, [4584]. The pit was recorded at c. 7.50m OD, was
ovoid in plan, it measured 8.30m east-west by 1.70m north-south where it would have
continued north past the limit of excavation. This pit, of unknown function, was only
0.14m deep and was filled with a clean sand deposit, [4583].

Cutting the natural terrace gravel, [4661], in the north of Area B were two pits, [4571]
& [4586]. Pit [4571] was circular in plan and measured 3.75m in diameter. It was
recorded at 6.96m OD and was 1m deep. Pit [4586] was sub-circular in plan and
measured 2m north-south by 2.25m east-west where it would have continued outside
the limit of excavation. It was recorded at 6.97m OD and was c. 0.92m deep. Both of
these pits were filled with broken pottery, animal bone and leather fragments, all
domestic refuse, [4569], [4570], [4580], [4588] within pit [4571] & [4572] & [4578] from
pit [4586].

Also cutting the dumped deposits in Area B were three driven timber stakes, [4490-
4492]. These were recorded at c. 7.35m OD and all had a diameter of c. 0.12m.
These timbers formed an ‘L’ shape, and with a fourth timber would have formed a
neat rectangle. These timbers don’t appear to relate to any other features and may
have represented some form of small timber structure.

Phase 5b: AD 120-160 (Fig. 9)

Phase 5b saw a large scale development of the area of the site. The small building
which previously had stood on the site was replaced by a large structure which
encompassed most of the southern half of Area A. This large structure had evidence
of organised settlement including clean water being piped under pressure into the
household. Industrial activity was also prevalent in this period. The fragments of a
structure which had been erected to the west of the road, in the south of Area B were
also observed.

Metalled gravel road [641]/[2957] in Area A continued to be in use during this phase
as did revetted channel [404] directly west of it. Driven through the gravel road were a
group of five timber stakes [639]. These were all recorded at ¢. 8.35m OD and ran in
a single row on the same alignment as the road itself, northnortheast-southsouthwest.
The stakes all had a diameter of ¢. 0.16m and the full length of their line was 3.10m.
This line of stakes is interpreted as a small, probably temporary, timber fenceline
running along the road.

Directly west of revetment structure [404] in the southwest of Area A was a ditch
[840]/[761]. Running northnortheast-southsouthwest, this ditch was 4.75m long by
1.35m wide and would have continued north and south beyond the limits of
excavation. This ditch was c. 0.55m deep and was filled with organic silt deposits,
[760] & [839].

The revetted channel which ran parallel directly to the east of the road [641] in Area A
also remains open into this period, timber structures [671]/[1882], [1998]/[2099],
[3904]/[4197]/[4152], [1784]/[1833]/[3170]. Newly constructed during this phase,
within revetment structure [1998] in Area A, were two timber footbridges, [1258] &
[1259], crossing the structure. Bridge [1258] was constructed of three horizontal
timber planks laid next to each other; these were then keyed into the edge of the
revetment structure it bridged. The bridge was 0.80m wide and was recorded at
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8.14m OD but the timbers had broken in the centre and subsequently collapsed but
remained mostly in place due to the way they were keyed into the side. Bridge
structure [1259] was c. 3.50m north along the channel from [1258]. This timber
structure was constructed in a similar way to [1258] being keyed into the side of the
revetment, but hadn’t survived in as good a condition as [1258] with the timbers
collapsed and displaced. Bridge [1259] was recorded at c. 8.33m OD and was 0.60m
wide. Timber footbridge [1259] aligned itself with a corridor separating structures
[3049] and [1265], within Building 2, described below.

The northeast-southwest branch of revetted channel also continued to remain open
into this phase, structures [3351], [5004], [3482] & [2716]. A slight alteration appears
to have been made, however. Another line of timber planks and piles, [4061], was
installed at the northern end of the channel slightly changing the course towards the
northnortheast. Only the western side of this appears to survive however as no
corresponding eastern side to it was observed. This single course of planking was
recorded at c. 8.36m OD and its full length measured c. 6.60m.

Building 2

Built upon the area previously occupied by Building 1 during this phase was another,
larger structure, Building 2 which encompassed most of the southern half of Area A.
Composed of timber beams supported by timber piles, these combined to form the
baseplate for Building 2. Mortise holes were observed within the timber sill beams
into which uprights forming the standing walls would have connected. It appeared to
be L shaped in plan which ran parallel to, and directly alongside, the revetted channel
with its northern end turning ninety degrees and continuing outside the limit of
excavation. The southern end would also have continued south outside of the limit of
excavation. The overall dimensions of Building 2 as seen within the limits of
excavation were c. 27m northnortheast-southsouthwest by 14.50m eastsoutheast-
westnorthwest. Building 2 was recorded at a general level of c. 7.90m OD. Nine
rooms and two corridors were recorded within the building;

Room A was recorded at the northern end of the building. Its recorded area was c.
10.60m eastsoutheast-westnorthwest by 5.60m northnortheast-southsouthwest. A
number of degraded timbers, [5019], were recorded with the room at ¢. 7.73m OD,
interpreted as representing disturbed joists which would possibly supported a floor.
Sealing these was a rough clay surface, or possible make-up for another surface,
[3404]. This was recorded at 7.80m OD and was c. 0.10m thick.

Room B was located south of Room A in the northern end of the building. It
measured  8.20m  eastsoutheast-westnorthwest by  5m  northnortheast-
southsouthwest. Recorded within this room was a disturbed tile oven [4044], at c.
7.80m OD. To the west of this was a group of small pits, group [5022], filled with
heavily burnt charcoal material, associated with the oven. These pits were recorded
c. 7.85m OD, were all sub-circular in shape, ranging in size from 0.45m by 0.50m to
0.80m by 1m. They varied in depth from 0.20m to 0.50m. The remnants of a timber
box drain, [3648], were recorded running eastnortheast-westnorthwest at c. 7.85m
OD. It measured c. 3m long by 0.30m wide.

Room C was located east of Room B in the northeastern area of the building. The
room was delineated by timber sill beams to west and south but the northern sill
beam was not present, with only the timber piles remaining, and may even have been
robbed out and re-used. A small internal support beam was also recorded within the
room. A small area of disturbed tiles was recorded within this room, [3968], at c.
7.80m OD. Measuring 0.60m by 0.80m this may have been the remnants of a small
hearth. Sealing this was clay and sand levelling layers, [3203] & [3554], upon which
an opus signinum floor surface was built, recorded at c. 7.90m OD. The rooms
dimensions were 5.25m northnortheast-southsouthwest by 5m eastsoutheast-
westnorthwest but would have continued east outside the limit of excavation.
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Room D was located on the western side of the building south of Room B. The room
was delineated by timber sill beams, all of which had clay sills recorded upon them.
This room measured 3.30m northnortheast-southsouthwest by 4.60m eastsoutheast-
westnorthwest. Clay floor slab, [3040], was recorded constructed upon levelling layer
[3106]. This clay floor was recorded at c. 7.90m OD and was 0.10m thick. Installed
against the eastern wall upon the clay floor was a small hearth structure [3020],
constructed of two parallel rows of tiles.

Room E was located in the western area of the building to the south of Room D. The
room was delineated by timber sill beams, one of which had a clay sill surviving,
[2900], with plaster adhering to it. Within this room a rough mortar surface was
recorded at c. 7.95m OD and was c. 0.50m thick. The room measured 3.50m
northnortheast-southsouthwest by 3.75m eastsoutheast-westnorthwest.

Room F was located in the west of the building south of Room E. The room was
delineated by timber sill beams. An internal partition timber beam was recorded in this
room upon which was laid a rough mortar surface. This was recorded at c. 7.89m OD
and was 0.05m thick. The room measured 1.60m northnortheast-southsouthwest by
3.75m eastsoutheast-westnorthwest.

Room G was located in the southwestern end of the building. A clay sill sealed the
western timber beam. A clay surface, [3135], was recorded within this room at c.
7.85m OD and was c. 0.05m thick. The room measured 3.15m northnortheast-
southsouthwest by 3.75m eastsoutheast-westnorthwest.

Room H was located at the southern end of the building. No surface was recorded
within this room. The western part of this room was truncated by later activity. The
room measured 3.60m northnortheast-southsouthwest by 2m eastsoutheast-
westnorthwest.

Room | was located at the southern end of the building to the east of Room H. The
room was delineated by timber sill beams to the north, south and west and the
eastern wall of Building 1 from the previous phase which it re-used. A small remnant
of a clay surface was recorded within the room at c. 7.95m OD and was 0.05m thick.
The room measured 3.60m northnortheast-southsouthwest by 2.25m eastsoutheast-
westnorthwest.

Room J was located at the very southern end of the building. The room was
delineated by two beams to the north and the eastern wall of Building 1 from the
previous phase which it re-used. The western side of the room was truncated by later
activity and the southern end would have continued outside the limit of excavation.
No evidence of any surfaces was recorded within this room. The room measured c.
2.70m northnortheast-southsouthwest by 4m eastsoutheast-westnorthwest.

Corridor A ran along the eastern side of the building and turned towards the east at
the northern end of the building. A small remnant of painted plaster adhering to a clay
wall was recorded at the southern end of the corridor. The corridor was 2.25m wide
and measured c. 12.25m along the northnortheast-southsouthwest length and c. 8m
along the eastsoutheast-westnorthwest length but would have continued east outside
the limit of excavation. A possible threshold area was recorded in the southeastern
area of the corridor consisting of two short lengths of timber beams recorded at c.
7.90m OD.

Corridor B ran westnorthwest off Corridor A between Rooms D and E. Painted
plaster was recorded on both sides of the walls within this corridor, [2900] & [3064].
Corridor B measured c. 4.30m eastsoutheast-westnorthwest and was 0.75m wide.
Corridor B was aligned to bridge structure [1259] which crossed the revetment
structure directly west of Building 2.

Recorded at the southern end of Area A, directly east of the major revetted channel
running northnortheast-southsouthwest through the site was a small area of tiles,
[357]. Recorded at c. 7.93m OD this area of tiles measured 2.30m by 2.40m and was
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only a single course thick. Although it appears to be unrelated to Building 2, it may
represent a tile surface or possible hearth relating to it.

Respecting the internal edge of the courtyard area of Building 2 was timber box drain
[3286]/[3277]/[3318] This box drain, consisting of a flat timber base and vertical
timbers ran along the western wall of the internal courtyard area. It appeared to end
at the northwest corner of the courtyard but it is assumed that it would originally have
continued southeast along the northern courtyard wall. The full length recorded of the
box drain was c. 13m; it was 0.60m wide and c. 0.60m deep. It was recorded at c.
7.90m OD. From OD heights along the base of the box drain it appeared that it ran
down the site, flowing from north to south. Dendrochronological results from timbers
recovered from the box drain include; after AD 121, AD 132-67 & AD 142-78
(Appendix 17). To the east of this was a series of bored timber water pipes, most
likely supplying clean water under pressure to the building. Bored timber pipes [3473],
[3474],] were recorded running eastnortheast-westsouthwest for ¢. 8.75m in length,
including the area it was robbed, and would have continued outside the eastern limit
of excavation. Two more bored timber pipes, [3369] & [3370], ran east-west next to
the line of [3473] & [3474]. The eastern end of these pipes was recorded at c. 8m OD
and sloped down to c. 7.85m OD at the western end. Dendrochronological results
from timber pipe [3370] date it to AD 155-87 (Appendix 17). A number of robber cuts
truncated the line of the bored timbers, [3148], [3524] & [3876]. Robber cut [3524]
had small section of timber pipe, [3927], apparently discarded back into the cut.
These timbers were robbed out to be re-used for a variety of purposes. Recorded to
the south and north of the timber water pipes were groups of timber piles, [5005] &
[5017]. Group [5005] consisted of twelve driven timber piles, recorded at c. 7.80m
OD, and had no particular form to their cluster. Group [5017] consisted of five driven
timber piles, recorded at ¢. 7.90m OD, also with no particular form to their shape. It is
unclear what these two groups represent and they didn't seem to directly relate to
Building 2.

Building 3

Sealing ditch [4593]/[4385] in Area B was a series of dump layers upon which
Building 3 was built. Building 3 was recorded at c. 7.70m OD with only the lowest
level of structural elements remaining. It was constructed of timber sill beams
supported by timber piles forming the baseplate for the structure. These timbers were
degraded and the exact dimensions of the original structure could not be determined.
Elements of this structure continued into the southwest part of Area A. Building 3
appeared to be rectangular in shape, aligned perpendicular to revetted channel [404],
it measured c. 12.25m northwest-southeast by c¢. 5m northeast-southwest. It
consisted of seven timber beams representing the baseplate and internal joists for a
floor surface. No associated floor surfaces were recorded, however, remnants of a
clay sill sat upon two locations of the degraded baseplate, [4393], these were
recorded at c. 7.80m OD. An anomalous timber beam, [4335], was recorded to the
southwest of Building 3 on the same alignment. Measuring 2.75m northeast-
southwest it may represent an element of the same structure but with no other related
timbers associating it with Building 3 it cannot be interpreted as thus. Cutting a layer,
[4394], a possible foundation for a floor surface was a possible un-urned cremation,
[4412]. Provisional assessment of the burnt bone recovered suggests the remains to
be a mixture of dog, sheep and cattle. Ritual faunal remains are well documented in
the Roman period suggesting this may be a ‘foundation’ deposit associated with the
construction of the building. Recorded at c. 7.77m OD it had a diameter of 0.36m and
was 0.20m deep. Such ritual offerings below buildings and floor surfaces are well
documented in the Roman period. Two pits were also recorded at this horizon, [4261]
& [4268]. Both were sub-circular in shape, pit [4261] measured 1.30m by 0.84m and
was 0.15m deep. Pit [4268] measured 1.60m by 0.70m and was 0.10m deep; its
northern half was truncated by later activity.
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Phase 6a: AD 160-250 (Fig. 10)

Phase 6a saw the site continue to develop with rebuilds of earlier structures and the
additions of new ones. The large building complex recorded in the previous phase
continued in use but with alterations to the interior and new structures associated with
it being erected. Changes to the nature of the revetted channels also occurred during
this phase, with the blocking off of one of the channels branches. Other buildings
were also located across the site suggesting this to be a period of intense activity.

Metalled gravel road [641]/[2957] in Area A continued to be in use during this phase.
Revetted channel [404] was replaced by another timber revetment structure, [4999],
during this phase. This new structure wasn’'t as wide as the one it replaced,
measuring c. 1.50m in width.

The revetted channel which ran parallel directly to the east of the road [641] in Area A
again remained open into this period, timber structures [853]/[1398], [1998]/[2099],
[3904]/[4152], [1784]/[1833]/[1660]. However, various localised repairs and alterations
were made along the line. At the southern end of Area A the previously existing
revetment structures [671]/[1882] were replaced by another structure, [853]/[1398].
Running on exactly the same alignment as the previous phase of revetting this new
one was recorded at c. 8.15m OD. This structure was constructed in exactly the same
way as before, vertical on edge timber planking was held in place by driven timber
piles. Measuring 2m in width, 0.25m thinner than the previous phase, it was c. 0.60m
deep. This structure would have continued south beyond the limit of excavation.
Further north along the line of the channel, previously existing structures [1998] &
[2099] continued in use during this phase. So too did the two timber footbridge
structures [1258] & [1259], with [1259] still relating to a corridor with a Building 2
directly east of the revetment. Further north along the main line of revetted channel
new revetment structures were constructed during this phase, [2330], [3025] &
[2221]. These structures were recorded at c. 8.30m OD, but only the eastern side of
the structure was recorded. These were again constructed of the same method of
vertical on edge timber planks supported by driven timber piles. Directly east of these
structures an area of horizontal timber planking laid flat was recorded, structure
[2328]. This structure ran parallel to the revetment structure directly west, it measured
c. 4.40m in length by 0.60m wide and was recorded at c. 8.11m OD. This disturbed
structure may represent some form of boardwalk between the revetted channel and
the building to the east. Originally it may have extended further north and south along
the channel’s edge.

New revetment structures were recorded during this phase further north along the
channel’s length. The remnants of structures [1784] & [1833] were retained, mostly in
the form of the timber piles, but a new addition was added, structure [1660].
Revetment structure [1660] measured c. 2m wide and was recorded at c. 8.25m OD.
At the northern end of Area A revetment structures [3904] & [4152] are also retained.
However, during this phase two rows of parallel timber planking were installed
perpendicular to the alignment of the channel, creating a causeway, [4130] & [3887].
Both structures were composed of vertical timber planks blocking off the channels
interior. The area between the two rows of planking appears to have then been
backfilled with deposit [3934], creating the causeway. The area of this causeway
measured 2.60m long by 2.30m wide. The two rows of planking were recorded at c.
8.20m OD and were c. 1.20m deep. The channel to the north and south of this
causewayed area remained open until the next phase (6b) when they were backfilled
and a building was erected upon the area (see Phase 6b below).

49



7.8.5

7.8.6

The northeast-southwest branch of the revetted channel also continued to remain
open into this phase, structures [3351], [2716], & [1773]. Some of the structures from
the previous phase appeared to go out of use during this time however.

Building 2 Alterations

Building 2, as described in the previous phase above, continued in use into this
phase. Some of the rooms have been altered during this phase however, mostly
along the western frontage of the building, Rooms D, E, F & G.

Room K was an alteration of Room D from the previous phase. The room was
delineated by timber sill beam [2736], sealed by clay sill [2672], and clay sill [2692].
Clay floor surfaces were recorded at c. 8.12m OD & 8.16m OD and were 0.02m &
0.03m thick respectively. The room had exactly the same dimensions as the original
Room D, 3.30m northnortheast-southsouthwest by 4.60m eastsoutheast-
westnorthwest.

Room L was an alteration of Rooms E & F from the previous phase. It now appeared
that previous Rooms E & F had become a single room. The room was delineated by
timber sill beams [2594], [2597], [3235] & clay sill [3155]. A clay sill was recorded
upon timber beam [2597] at c. 8.20m OD. In the south of the room the small
remnants of a tile hearth were recorded, [2303], at c. 8.21m OD. This area of tiles
measured 0.50m by 0.80m. A shallow pit, [3156], was recorded in the north of this
room measuring 1m by 1.20m which contained burnt material, [3134], possibly from a
hearth. A small beamslot, [3231], was recorded perpendicular from the northern wall
[3155]. Measuring 1.20m in length by 0.10m wide, it was 0.09m deep. This may
represent an internal partition wall diving up the room or the remnants of floor joists. A
posthole containing the remnants of two posts, [3235] & [3236], were recorded in the
room at c. 8.02m OD. Two other possible postholes were also recorded within the
room, [2826] & [2828] within post pit [2824]. Posthole [2826] had a diameter of 0.28m
and was 0.24m deep. Posthole [2828] had a diameter of 0.15m and was 0.15m deep.
Both these postholes were encountered at c. 8.00m OD, The room measured c.
4.60m northnortheast-southsouthwest by 4m eastsoutheast-westnorthwest.

Room M was an alteration of Room G from the previous phase. The room was
delineated by timber sill beams [2370], [2591], [2593] & [2674]. Clay sill [2369] was
recorded upon beams [2370] & [2591] at c. 8.20m OD. Remnants of painted plaster,
[2368] & [2592] were recorded on the east and west sides of clay sill [2369]. No
evidence for surfaces was recorded within the room. The room had exactly the same
dimensions as the original Room G, 3.15m northnortheast-southsouthwest by 3.75m
eastsoutheast-westnorthwest.

Room N was located in the area previously occupied by Room | in the southern area
of Building 2 which was also altered in this phase. The room rebuild consisted of
timber sill beams supported by driven timber piles which combined to form the
baseplate for the structure. Lain upon these timber sill beams were tiles, [2759],
forming the walls. These tiles were recorded at c. 8.20m OD with three courses of
them surviving, 0.30m high. The eastern wall of this room did not survive and was
represented only by the timber piles which would have supported the sill beam. A
possible threshold was recorded within the western wall of the room, represented by
a horizontal on edge timber plank, [2963], in use as shuttering for an area backfilled
with clay. This threshold area measured 0.72m wide. Within the room
bedding/levelling layers [3122] and [2839] were sealed by a gravel surface, [2821],
which was recorded at 8.04m OD. This surface was sealed by occupation layers
[2807] and [2769], the highest level of which was c. 8.08m OD and had a combined
thickness of c. 0.10m. Sealing this was a horizontal timber plank laid flat, [2762],
which may represent the remnants of a later floor. This was sealed by a mortar layer
[2566] which may represent another floor surface or the make-up for one. This mortar
deposit was recorded at 8.14m OD. A tile dump, [2524], was recorded above this at c.
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8.20m OD and may have represented a floor surface, or collapse from the walls or
roof of the structure.

Recorded within the area of Room A of Building 2 during this phase was a large
group of small pits, group [5023], filled with a very similar charcoal deposit. These pits
were sub-circular in shape and ranged in size from 0.25m by 0.36m to 0.57m by
1.07m and ranged in depth from 0.12m to 0.35m. These pits were recorded at c.
7.90m OD. All of these small pits were filled with a very similar dark grey/black
deposit composed almost entirely of charcoal. These pits most likely relate to the
oven [4044] which continued in use in Room B of Building 2, directly to the south. The
remnants of a tile hearth were also recorded directly east of the pitting, [3051]. These
were recorded at 7.90m OD and their area measured 1m by 0.65m. These tiles
showed evidence of having been burnt in situ. A displaced timber beam was also
recorded in this area, [2162]. It was recorded at c. 7.94m OD but didn’t appear to be
in situ.

Building 4

Within the possible courtyard area of Building 2 a new structure, Building 4, was built.
Building 4 was constructed upon a series of dumped levelling layers which sealed the
bored timber water pipes described in the previous phase. Building 4 was constructed
of timber sill beams supported by driven timber piles which combined to form the
baseplate for the structure. Also recorded were six timber joists, upon which was a
remarkably well preserved timber plank floor, [2565]. This timber plank floor was
recorded at 8.04m OD. Recorded upon the southern timber sill beam of the building
were the remains of a wattle wall, [2754]. Only c. 0.05m of this wattle wall survived
upstanding in situ. A small area of collapsed wattle, [2564], was recorded sealing the
timber planked floor, most likely representing collapse from a wall. This collapsed
deposit was recorded at c. 8.10m OD. Building 4 measured c. 6m in length,
eastsoutheast-westnorthwest, by c. 4.25m wide, northnortheast-southsouthwest.
Dendrochronological results from the timber plank floor date to after AD 127
(Appendix 17). Building 4 may represent a warehouse or some other storage building.

In the centre of Area A, west of the major revetment structure which ran east of the
road, was a timber lined box drain, [2526]. Cutting through a layer of dumped gravels,
this drain didn’t appear to relate to any structures nearby. The timber lined box drain
ran parallel to the channel, northnortheast-southsouthwest, for c. 2m in length and
was 0.25m wide. The drain would have continued north and south but remained
unexcavated due to health and safety and access issues. It was recorded at c. 8.19m
OD and was 0.20m deep. Normally such drainage features would be related to
buildings or structures.

Building 5

Directly west of revetted channel [4999] remnants of a structure in Area B were
recorded as Building 5. Building 5 was comprised of a series driven timber piles and a
wattle wall. This wattle wall and the timber piles formed two neat parallel rows
measuring 3.20m north-south by 2.50m east-west. The wattle wall itself, [667], was
recorded at c. 7.57m OD, measured 1.68m in length by 0.12m wide, it was 0.10m
high. To the south was an east-west aligned clay wall [222] which may have formed
the southern wall of the building. To the south of this was the remains of a clay floor,
[307], and a group of intercutting pits, [325], [317], [490], [666] & [492] and a posthole,
[323], were recorded. These were all recorded at c. 7.70m OD and were sub-circular
in plan. They ranged in size from 0.50m by 0.60m to 1.10m by 0.70m and were all c.
0.50m deep. Posthole [323] was c. 0.20m in diameter and was 0.27m deep.
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Cutting dumped layers in the centre of Area B was a heavily truncated possible ditch,
[4325]. Only one edge, the southern, was recorded of this feature. It appeared to be
running westnorthwest-eastsoutheast but only c. 3.50m of its length, and c. 1.55m of
its width was recorded. Recorded at c. 7.64m OD it was filled with a silty clay deposit
and was 0.44m deep. It was truncated to the north and east by modern concrete.
Cutting through thin dumps above Building 3 was another ditch, [4312]. This ran on a
similar alignment to ditch [4325], westnorthwest-eastsoutheast but was narrower.
Recorded at 7.67m OD, it measured 2m in length and was 0.80m wide. It was
truncated at its western end and appeared to terminate at the eastern end. It was
0.30m deep becoming shallow to 0.10m deep at its terminus. It was filled by a sandy
silt deposit. Ditch [4312] may represent the continuation of ditch [4325], however, as
the full size of ditch [4325] was not recorded this cannot be conclusively identified.
Further east in Area B, cutting Building 3, was a pit, [4397]. Sub-circular in plan,
measuring 1.50m by 0.96m, it was recorded at 7.84m OD. Filled by a sandy silt
deposit, [4396], it was 0.20m deep.

Cutting thin dump layers which sealed Building 3 in Area B was a circular feature,
[4301]. Measuring c. 1.87m in diameter, it was recorded at 7.57m OD and was c.
3.60m deep. At the very bottom of this cut a single course of horizontal on-edge
timber planking, [4732], square in shape, was recorded at 5.40m OD. These timbers
represent the remnants of a timber lined well structure. It was filled with various silt
deposits, [4739], [4731], [4590], [4589], [4371] & [4269].

Building 6

Sealing dump layers in the centre of Area B was a possible rough surface [4247].
Composed of silty gravel; only a small area of this possible surface survived, c. 6m by
2.30m, it was recorded at c. 7.81m OD and was 0.05m thick. Cutting through this
surface was fragmentary evidence for another structure, Building 6. Building 6
consisted of four postholes, [4290], [4292], [4294] & [4296], and a possible beamsiot,
[4244]. These postholes were recorded at 7.80m OD and had diameters of 0.13m.
Posthole [4296] differed in size measuring 0.30m by 0.23m and contained the
remnants of a timber post, [4298]. The three smaller postholes formed an L shape,
with the larger post offset to one side. Possible beamslot [4244] cut through the
western end of surface [4247]. It was recorded at 7.80m OD, measured 0.86m in
length by 0.33m wide, and was 0.13m deep.

Recorded at the southern end of Area B was a ditch [4241]. Running north-south this
ditch was recorded at c. 7.53m, it measured 2.35m long by 0.73m wide and was
0.38m deep. It appeared to terminate at its northern end and would have continued
south beyond the limit of excavation. This may represent some form of drainage ditch
originally cut from higher up but subsequently horizontally truncated.

Further north in Area B another possible external surface was observed, [4389].
Recorded at c. 7.41m, it measured 6.50m by 6.80m and was 0.10m thick. It was
composed of silty gravels compacted to form a rough external surface. It was
truncated at its northern end and would have continued west outside the limit of
excavation. Recorded at this level was a line of four driven timber stakes, [4374],
[4362], [4361] & [4365]. Forming a rough line running northnorthwest-southsoutheast
they were recorded at c. 7.35m OD and had diameters of 0.07m. They may represent
a small temporary fence line.

Phase 6b: AD 160-250 (Fig. 11)
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Phase 6b saw another change to the layout of the site, with the redevelopment and
alteration of existing buildings and new structures being erected. The large building
complex from the previous two phases was replaced by a new structure. Some of the
structural elements however remained in use, illustrating continuity of property
boundaries and divisions. A new building was also erected in the north of the site
upon a backfilled revetted channel. The nature of the site continues to be one of very
intense occupation.

Metalled gravel road [641]/[2957] in Area A continued in use during this phase.
Revetted channel [4999] from the previous phase was now replaced by a new timber
structure, [5000]. Again, as with the previous phase of revetment which replaced the
original channel [404] the channel became thinner during this phase. It was now c.
1m wide. This area in the centre of the channel was truncated by a modern concrete
beam and therefore obscures the relationship between the timber piles and planks on
either side of it.

The revetted channel which ran parallel directly to the east of the road [641] in Area A
again remained open into this period, with exactly the same structures in use as the
previous phase, timber structures [853]/[1398], [1998]/[2099], [1784]/[1833]/[1660].
Possible timber boardwalk structure [2328] also continued in use during this phase.
At its very northern end the channel no longer existed after the blocking off of channel
structures [3904] and [4152] with causeway structure [4130] & [3887]. The major
channel running through Area A appeared to now run down from the northeast corner
through the northeast-southwest branch. In the northern half of the area it met the
channel which ran parallel and directly next to the road [641], from where it continued
south down through the site and continued beyond the limits of the excavation. This
northeast-southwest branch, albeit with multiple phases, appears to have existed for
as long as the Romans had been trying to control the Walbrook via canalising the
streams.

Recorded directly on top of the backfilled channel [3904]/[4152] in the north of Area A
was a degraded timber sill beam, [3158]. This was aligned northwest-southwest and
was recorded at c. 8.06m OD. Associated with this was a group of driven timber
posts, [3182-3186]. These were recorded at a similar height to timber beam [3158],
but didn’t seem to form any particular structure. It is unclear what these elements
relate to, despite being on a similar alignment to the later Building 7; it is however
stratigraphically earlier and may represent the remnants of some other structure.

Building 7
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Now located in the north of Area A, constructed upon backfilled channel [3904]/[4152]
was Building 7. This structure was composed of timber sill beams supported by
driven timber piles which combine to form the baseplate for the structure. Also
recorded were internal timber beams representing joists which may have supported a
floor, possibly of timber planking. Building 7 was aligned northwest-southeast and
measured c. 8.60m northeast-southwest by c. 6.25m northwest-southeast. It was
recorded at a general level of 8.40m OD and would most likely have continued north
and east beyond the site’s limit of excavation. The six internal joists recorded were
relatively equally spaced c. 0.60m apart from each other. Set within a cut between
two of the joists was an in situ amphora, [2110]. Recorded next to this was a small
remnant of a compacted gravel surface. This was recorded at c. 8.35m OD,
measured 3.40m by 1.60m and was 0.20m thick. Another small area of metalled
surface was recorded just to one side of the amphora, at a level of ¢. 8.30m OD. It
measured 0.70m by 0.80m and was 0.05m thick. A number of postholes were
recorded at a similar level to Building 7 within the area of the structure and may relate
to features within the building.

The northeast-southwest branch of revetted channel, directly east of Building 7, also
continued to remain open into this phase, with the same structures as the previous
phase existing, [3351], [2716], & [1773]. This branch had now become the only
channel at the northern end of Area A after the previously existing revetment was
reclaimed and subsequently built upon with Building 7, described above.

Buildings 8,9 & 10

The centre of Area A was now dominated by the rebuilding of the previously existing
structures to form Buildings 8, 9 & 10. Buildings 8 & 9 were constructed upon
elements which started out as part of Building 2 in phase 5b. All three strip buildings
were constructed of timber sill beams supported by driven timber piles which together
formed the baseplate for the structure. The buildings were aligned northwest-
southeast and were recorded at a general level between 8.40m OD and 8.20m OD.
Buildings 8, 9 & 10 had overall dimensions of c. 18.70m northeast-southwest by
13.75m OD northwest-southeast. All three buildings would have continued east
outside the limit of excavation, however, the southeastern corner of Building 10 was
recorded just inside the site boundary.

Building 8

Building 8 consisted of a single recorded room, delineated by timber sill beams.
Recorded within the room were the remnants of a possible tile hearth or oven, [2605],
[2118], [2528], [2581]. These were recorded at ¢. 8.20m OD and measured 2.80m by
2m. A small beam, [2245], may represent part of the subdivision of the room. In the
southern half of the room, running parallel to the southern sill beam was a series of
six connected bored timber water pipes, [1142]. These were connected to one
another by iron collars. On top of the western most timber pipe was a lead spout fitted
onto a hole in the timber, [1215]. The length of pipes measured c. 10.30m and would
have continued east outside the limit of excavation. It was recorded at c. 8.11m OD at
the eastern end and c. 8m OD at the western end. Recorded directly west of this line
of timber water pipe was a square cut, [1326], within which was the degraded
remnant of a timber lining which was in turn lined with clay. This rectangular feature
measured 2.10m in length by 1.40m and was c. 0.40m deep. This may represent a
water tank directly related to the bored water pipes, which would have provided clean
water under pressure to the building. Dendrochronological results from the timber
pipes date to after AD 144 and after AD 143 (Appendix 17). Postholes were also
recorded within the room, directly south of oven/hearth [2605], [2035] & [2636]. These
were recorded at c. 8.15m OD and had diameters of c. 0.15m. The building measured
c. 10.30m northwest-southeast by c. 5.75m northeast-southwest.
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Building 9

Building 9 measured c. 13.25m northwest-southwest by 5.60m northeast-southwest
and consisted of two recorded rooms;

Room A was located in the western end of the building. Within this room two tile
ovens were recorded, [1378] & [1876]/[3038]. These keyhole ovens were recorded at
8.25m OD sat approximately 2.55m apart from each, facing opposing ways to each
other. Oven [1378] measured c. 2.50m in length by c. 2m wide and survived in
excellent condition. Oven [1876]/[3038], which appeared to have been constructed in
the area of an earlier oven from a previous phase, was heavily disturbed. Its
remnants measured c. 2.50m by c. 1.60m. Both ovens had an on edge horizontal
timber plank in the end outside the oven forming an area where fire debris would be
raked, and then shovelled out. Two postholes, [2079] & [2082] were recorded
southwest of oven structure [1378], aligned roughly northeast-southwest, and may
relate to this structure in some way. Recorded at c. 8.15m OD these two postholes
were c. 0.45m in diameter. Two timber stakes were also recorded east of oven
structure [1876]/[3038]. These were recorded at c. 8.10m OD and had diameters of
0.10m and 0.15m. External to Room A, at its western end between the building and
the revetted channel, were a group of four beamslots, [2602], [2585], [2612] & [2616].
Three of these beamslots contained the degraded remains of timber beams, [2601],
[2583] & [2610]. These were aligned northwest-southeast and were recorded at c.
8.10m OD. A series of timber stakes and postholes were also recorded within this
area, [2072-2078]. Timber stakes [2072-2075] formed a fairly neat line running
roughly northeast-southwest, located in between the four beamslots described above.
At the southern end of these three more stakes, [2076-2078], formed a small cluster.
These stakes were all recorded at c. 8.15m OD, stakes [2072-2075] had diameters of
c. 0.20m and stakes [2076-2078] had diameters of c. 0.15m. These beamslots and
postholes may relate to some form of structure along the front of the building, such as
a boardwalk, or raised platform.

Room B was located in the eastern end of the building. The room was delineated by
timber sill beams [2626], [4993] & [2452]. Clay sills, [2135] & [2182], were recorded
on timber sill beam [2452], at c. 8.25m OD. Clay surface [2544] was recorded in this
room at c. 8.25m OD and showed evidence of burning. Upon this tile structure [1025]
was recorded at c. 8.30m OD. The remnants of this possible hearth measured 0.66m
by 0.69m. Room 3 measured 5.60m northeast-southwest by 3.70m northwest-
southeast but would have continued beyond the eastern limit of excavation.

Building 10

Building 10 measured c. 13.75m northwest-southwest by 7m northeast-southwest
and consisted of four recorded rooms;

Room A was located in the western area of the building. A clay wall, [2672], was
recorded at c. 8.30m OD sealing timber beam [2736] to the north. Remnants of a clay
surface were recorded within the room at c. 8.40m OD. Remnants of a small hearth
were recorded in this room at c. 8.41m OD and measured 0.80m by 0.75m. Evidence
for another beamslot, [716], existed just east of beamslot [664], suggesting this
eastern boundary to the room may have shifted slightly. Room A measured 4.75m
northeast-southwest by 3.75m northwest-southeast.

Room B was located in the east of the building. Clay walls were recorded on the
northern timber sill beam at c. 8.25m OD. Another clay wall was recorded on the
southern timber beam at c. 8.35m OD. In the eastern half of the room a group of
beamslots representing internal joists was recorded, [2371]. These were aligned
northeast-southwest and were recorded at c. 8.25m OD and they covered an area
4.70m by 4.10m. These joists would mostly likely have been throughout the room
originally. Sealing these was a clay slab recorded at c. 8.40m OD upon which a very
small area of tiles was recorded. This was recorded at 8.43m OD and may represent
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the remains of a tile surface or hearth. Room B measured c. 9.70m northwest-
southeast by c. 4.40m northeast-southwest.

Room C was located at the southern extreme of the building. A clay surface was
recorded within this room at c. 8.30m OD. Laid upon this surface was a spread of tiles
[1364] recorded at c. 8.35m OD. This area of tiles measured 1.80m by 1.13m and
may represent a surface or hearth. Also cutting the clay surface to the west of the
tiles were a small group of postholes. These were encountered at c. 8.30m and all
had diameters of c. 0.15m. Room C measured c. 3.45m northwest-southeast by c.
2m.

Room D was located at the southeastern extreme of the building. On edge timber
planking was used as shuttering within an eastern beamslot upon which a clay wall
was recorded. A clay wall [992] was also recorded on the northern timber beam. A
clay wall formed the western boundary to the room. These clay sills were recorded at
c. 8.25m OD. Multiple clay surfaces were recorded within this room, the highest level
of which was c. 8.35m OD. Room D measured 2.20m northeast-southwest by 3m
northeast-southwest.

Rooms C and D represent additions to the main structure of Building 10. Despite
appearing to be separate from each other they were probably both within a ‘range’
along the southern edge of the Building.

Directly north and south of Building 8, 9 & 10 were two associated box drains,
[1395]/[1743] & [2713]. These box drains were constructed with a flat timber base and
on edge vertical timbers planks making up the sides. Box drain [2713] had evidence
of a timber cap to the drain. Box drain [1395]/[1743] ran parallel, northwest-southeast,
to timber sill beam [3517] just outside the northern extent of the Building 8. Running
for c. 8.50m in length, it would have continued east outside the limit of excavation, the
western end would presumably have run into the revetted channel. Recorded at c.
7.97m OD at its eastern end, and at c. 7.85m OD at its western end, it was 0.30m
wide and was c. 0.30m deep. The levels appear to confirm that the box drain was
flowing from east to west into the revetted channel. This timber lined box drain was
filled with a mixture of naturally accumulated silts and backfilled material, [1742],
[1161] & [1155]. Box drain [2713] ran parallel, northwest-southeast, to Building 10
directly south of it. Running for c¢. 14.50m in length, it would have continued east
outside the limit of excavation, the western end would presumably have ran into the
revetted channel. Recorded at c. 7.94m OD at its eastern end, and at ¢c. 7.88m OD at
its western end, it was 0.20m wide and was c. 0.20m deep. Evidence of the timber
capping to the box drain was recorded in three locations along the line of the drain.
This timber lined box drain was filled with a mixture of naturally accumulated silts and
backfilled material. The levels appear to confirm that the box drain was flowing east to
west into the revetted channel there.

Outside the area of Building 10 to the south were a sequence of external surfaces,
[2071], [2037] & [1703]. These surfaces are installed upon a sequence of dump and
demolition horizons relating to the disuse of Buildings 2 & 4. The first surface remnant
[2071] was recorded at c. 8.18m OD, with only a small area of it surviving, 2m by 1m.
This rough surface was composed of CBM and gravel and was c. 0.05m thick.
Sealing this was surface [2037], composed of compacted gravels, recorded at c.
8.29m OD. An area of 8.70m by 9m was recorded of this surface and it was 0.15m
thick. Above this was the last phase of external surface in this area, [1703]. Recorded
at c. 8.36m OD, this rough surface was composed of compacted gravels and flints,
with @ maximum thickness of 0.10m. The surviving area of this surface measured
9.98m by 13m.

Cutting through demolition horizons associated with Building 4 in the south of Area A
was the remnant of a linear feature, [245]. Aligned northwest-southeast this linear
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feature was truncated at its southeastern end but would likely have continued past
the limit of excavation whereas the northwestern end appeared to terminate.
Measuring 1.20m in length by 0.60m wide, it was recorded at c. 8.30m OD and was c.
0.15m deep. This possible linear feature was filled with a clay silt deposit which
contained domestic refuse.

Building 11

Directly west of revetted channel [5000] were the remnants of a possible structure,
Building 11. Building 11 consisted of the structural elements of two postholes, [231] &
[233] and a possible beamslot, [294]. Posthole [231] was encountered at 7.53m OD,
measured 0.34m by 0.18m and was 0.15m deep. Posthole [233] was recorded at
7.46m OD, measured 0.46m by 0.26m and was 0.26m deep. Beamslot [294] was
recorded at c. 7.51m OD; its surviving area measured 1.12m long by 0.36m wide and
was 0.13m deep. These three structural elements were aligned perpendicular to the
revetted channel in a line running eastsoutheast-westnorthwest. Directly north of
these building elements, possibly the interior of the building were two timber barrel
bases, [40] & [44]. Timber barrel [40] was recorded at a highest level of c. 7.93m OD
with the barrel base recorded at c. 7.53m OD. The barrel had a diameter of ¢. 0.75m
but the northern area had been truncated by modern intrusion. Timber barrel [44] was
recorded at a highest level of c. 7.90m OD with the base of the barrel at c. 7.53m OD.
The timber barrel appeared to have a similar diameter to barrel [40] of 0.75m but was
more heavily truncated by modern intrusion. These barrels were located c. 1m apart
from each other. The area of Building 11 measured c. 3.75m eastsoutheast-
westnorthwest by 4.80m northnortheast-southsouthwest.

Recorded south of, and external to, Building 11 were a series of pits, [239], [280],
[142], [220], [49], [283], [292], [269] & [458]. These were recorded between 7.70m OD
and 7.60m OD. They ranged in size from 0.34m by 0.18m to 1.38m by 1.25m and
ranged in depth from 0.13m to 1.36m. A driven timber post, [497], was recorded
within this area but didn’t appear to relate to anything. A beaten earth floor, [195] was
recorded to the north of this posthole. The remainder of Area B was represented in
this sub-phase by exactly the same features as discussed in the previous phase (see
Phase 6a above).

Phase 7: AD 250-350/400 (Fig. 12)

Phase 7 saw another phase of buildings recorded across the site. These were more
fragmentary however as the majority of horizontal stratigraphy associated with them
had been truncated away. Many of the structures and features were represented by
deeper cut features and driven timber piles. This phase also saw continued evidence
of water management with the installation of a major new rebuild of revetted channel
along the line of an earlier one in the northern half of Area A.

Metalled gravel road [641]/[2957] in Area A continued in use during this phase
together with revetted channel [5000] directly west of its southernmost extent. At the
southern end of channel [5000] a line of timber planking and piles, [2630], has been
installed running perpendicular to the channel, apparently blocking off the channel.
Only a small area of this timber structure was recorded however making interpretation
difficult. This timber planking within the channel interior may relate to Building 16
which was directly to the west (see below).

The revetted channel which ran parallel directly to the east of the road [641] in Area A
again remained open into this period. The southern end of the channel was still
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represented by structures [853]/[1398]. Recorded within revetment structure
[853]/[1398] was a series of ten timber planks. These were recorded at c. 7.55m OD
and appeared to have dumped into the channel. In the centre of Area A revetment
structures [1998] & [2099] from the previous phase were replaced by revetment
structure [1766]. Not as wide as the structure it replaced, [1766], measuring c. 1.25m
wide and was recorded at c. 8.41m OD. Further north revetment structures
[1784]/[1833]/[1660] were replaced by new structures, [2233] and [949]. These
structures started as c. 1.50m wide to the south but got thinner towards the north and
became c. 0.80m wide. In the centre of this area revetment structure [949] showed
evidence of continual collapse and subsequent repair. Along the northeast-southwest
line of revetting the previously existing structures [3351], [2716], & [1773] were
replaced by the thinner structure [599]/[3228]. This structure now measured c. 0.75m
wide and was recorded at a highest level of 8.36m OD.

Building 12

Directly northwest of the revetted channel structure [599] was another structure,
composed of tile walls and associated surfaces, Building 12. Only what appeared to
be the southeast corner of this building was recorded with the rest of the structure
continuing north outside the limit of excavation. Building 12 was aligned northeast-
southwest and consisted of tile wall [1293] running northeast-southwest and the base
of another wall [1848] which was comprised of ragstone, tile and amphora fragments.
The southeast corner of the structure was represented by tile structures [968] & [969].
External tile spreads were also recorded just south and southwest of the building,
[1593] & [1846]. A foundation for a possible wall composed of ragstone, tile and
amphora fragments was also recorded apparently just south of the corner of the
building, [1789], but this may be a disturbed surface. Within the building heavily burnt
tile structures [1292] & [1315] may represent an oven or hearth. Also recorded within
the building was a square cut, [829], containing the degraded remains of two timber
planks, [827], possibly representing the base of a barrel. A circular cut, [984],
truncated an area along the southwestern wall, possibly for the robbing out of wall
material. Building 12 was recorded at a general level of c. 8.56m OD and measured
c. 4m northwest-southeast by 2.75m northeast-southwest.

Building 13

Recorded to the south of Building 12 was a series of postholes and beamslots
possibly representing another structure, Building 13. This building consisted of
beamslots [961] & [604] both aligned northeast-southwest and measured 3.75m in
length. Beamslot [604] contained the stain of a previously existing timber beam.
Remnants of a possible beamslot [1361] running northwest-southeast was recorded
in the area of the northwest corner of the building. A number of postholes were also
recorded in the area of the northwest corner of the building, [1150], [1041] & [1307]. A
large linear cut [588], running northeast-southwest from the corner of the building
may represent robbing out of material relating to Building 13. A number of other
postholes were also recorded in this area relating to the building, [1100], [1254],
[1237] & [1301]. Linear feature [1013], running northwest-southeast, may represent
the southern boundary to this building. This feature measured 2.80m in length by
1.25m wide and may represent another robber cut of structural elements. It was
recorded at c. 8.31m OD and was c. 0.42m deep. Cutting beamslot [961] was pit cut
[2173]. Sub-circular in shape it measured 2.20m long by 0.64m wide, but would have
continued west past the limit of excavation. It was recorded at c. 8.50m OD and was
0.20m deep. Building 13 was recorded at a general height of c. 8.55m OD. The area
of the building measured c. 7.50m northeast-southwest by 6.25m northwest-
southeast. Beamslots [961] & [604] may represent an internal division meaning that
the building would have extended west past the limit of excavation. Directly south of
linear [1013] pit [1244] was recorded. Sub-circular in shape this pit measured 2.20m
by 1.48m and was c. 0.15m deep. It was recorded at c. 8.35m OD.
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Recorded in the northern half of Area A were two square timber lined wells, [569] &
[2923]. Both timber lined wells were constructed of a series of courses of horizontal
on edge timber planks one on top of the other. Well [569] was recorded at a highest
level of c. 8.23m OD, it measured c. 1.25m by 1.25m and was c. 2.21m deep.
Recovered from the backfill of the well’s construction cut were two coins of
Constantinian issue, dating to AD 330-335 and AD 335-341. These dates provide a
terminus post quem for the wells construction. Well [2923] was recorded at a highest
level of c. 7.51m OD and measured c. 1.25m by 1.25m. This well was excavated to a
depth of over 2m but due to health and safety reasons the base of the well was not
recorded.

Building 14

Driven through various dumped deposits in the centre of Area A were two parallel
lines of timber piles, timber groups, [1261]/[1262] & [1269]/[1263]/[1267], representing
Building 14. Although in the area of the previously standing Buildings 8 & 9, these
timber piles were on a slightly different alignment, westnorthwest-eastsoutheast.
Originally timber sill beams would have sat upon these piles, creating the baseplate
for a building, exactly like the structures recorded on site described through the
various phases above. These timber piles were recorded between 8.39m OD and
8.27m OD. The top level of these timber piles may not represent the level upon which
the timber beams were originally installed. The tops of the piles appeared to be
degraded and may also have been truncated in antiquity. The area of this building
was c¢. 12.50m westnorthwest-eastsoutheast by c. 6.90m northnortheast-
southsouthwest, but it is interpreted that the building would have continued east
beyond the limit of excavation. The western end of the structure would have ended at
the revetted channel. This structure appears to have been a long thin strip building
similar to those described in the previous phase (Phase 6b, Buildings 8, 9 & 10).
Within the interior of this structure a possible beamslot, [872], was recorded. Located
within the eastern end of the building it was aligned the same as the timber pile lines,
westnorthwest-eastsoutheast. Its area measured 2.80m in length by 0.25m wide and
was 0.20m deep. It was recorded at c. 8.30m OD. The beamslot's western end
appeared to terminate and the eastern end would have continued beyond the limit of
excavation. Also recorded within the interior area of the building were two intercutting
pits, [575] & [546]. These heavily truncated sub-circular pits were recorded at c.
8.30m OD. The area of these pits was c. 2.50m by 1m and they were c. 0.15m deep.

Building 15

Recorded in the south of Area A was another fragmentary structure, Building 15.
Building 15 was constructed of timber sill beams supported by timber piles, which
together formed the baseplate for the structure. Many of the timber sill beams did not
survive, with wall lines represented by timber piles and fragments of timber beams.
The building was aligned, westnorthwest-eastsoutheast, perpendicular to the revetted
channel to the west. The area of the building measured c. 7.80m northnortheast-
southsouthwest by 13.50m westnorthwest-eastsoutheast. The building was truncated
by later activity at its western end and would have continued east and south outside
the limit of excavation. The building was recorded at a general height of 8.45m OD.
Three rooms were indentified within the building:

Room A was located in the north-western area of the building. The room was
delineated by a series of timber pile lines on the northern, eastern and southern
sides. The western end of the room was truncated by later activity. Recorded on the
line of the southern timber piles which define the room were two whole pots, [108] &
[110]. These two pots were set deliberately within cuts below the building. They both
showed evidence of being ritually killed and appear to represent ‘foundation’ deposits
associated with the buildings construction. Both these pots were recorded at c. 8.42m
OD. In the western side of the room a series of features were recorded. Running
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northnortheast-southsouthwest within the room was the remnant of a possible
beamslot, [1496], which might suggest that the room was subdivided. This beamslot
was 2m long by 0.40m wide and was 0.12m deep. It was recorded at c. 8.38m OD
and may represent the beamslot for a floor joist. Also recorded in the room were the
truncated remains of a tile hearth, [1236]. These truncated remains were recorded at
c. 8.44m OD and its area measured c. 0.60m by 0.60m. Recorded within the hearth
area were a number of dark grey ashy deposits relating to the hearth’s use. A
truncated pit was also recorded within the room, [931], cutting the northern end of
possible beamslot [1496]. The surviving area of the pit measured 0.80m by 0.75m
and was 0.17m deep. It was recorded at c. 8.33m OD. Two postholes and a beamslot
were also recorded in the room, [848], [821] & [838]. Posthole [848] had a diameter of
0.27m and was 0.10m deep. Posthole [821] was square in shape, measured 0.34m
by 0.31m and was 0.15m deep. These were both recorded c. 8.35m OD. Possible
beamslot [838] was heavily truncated with only a small area of it remaining. Aligned
westnorthwest-eastsoutheast it measured 1m long by 0.36m wide and was 0.10m
deep. These three features may represent structural elements relating to possible
interior features of the room. Cutting possible beamslot [838] was a circular pit, [733].
Within this cut was the base of a timber barrel, [732]. This pit was recorded at c.
8.45m OD, measured 1.04m by 0.90m and was 0.40m deep. This barrel probably
represents another storage barrel similar to ones already described above. The
heavily truncated remnants of a timber box drain were also recorded in the room,
[814]. The timber remnants within the cuts were badly degraded. This box drain was
recorded at c. 8.35m OD, measured c. 3m long by 0.20m wide and was 0.20m deep.
This box drain was truncated by two intercutting pits, [724] and [677]. Pit [724] was
sub-circular in shape, measured 1.53m by 1.20m and was 0.48m deep. Pit [677]
truncated the northern end of [724], was rectangular in shape measuring 0.90m by
1m and was 0.25m deep. Both these rubbish pits were recorded at c. 8.45m OD.
Room A measured 9.40m westnorthwest by 5.35m northnortheast-southsouthwest.

Room B was located in the eastern area of the building. The room was delineated by
a timber pile line to the west and a linear cut [759] to the north. Recorded within this
room was a degraded timber pipe [137]. This timber was recorded at c. 8.17m OD
and followed the same alignment as the building, northnortheast-southsoutheast. The
surviving area of the timber measured 3.85m in length. This timber pipe appears to
have been re-used as a beam or joist within the room. Also recorded within the room
was an arrangement of five timber posts, [115], [125], [126], [1068] & [1069], which
formed an ‘L’ shape within the area exposed. It is likely that these timbers would have
originally formed a square or rectangle within the entire area of the room. This area
may represent a corridor around a room, or multiple rooms. As this area lies
unrecorded outside the limit of excavation it cannot be determined precisely. Linear
cut [759], which defined the northern boundary of the building, may represent some
kind of robbing event. This cut was aligned westnorthwest-eastsoutheast and
measured 4.40m in length by 0.70m wide. This was recorded at c. 8.40m OD and
was 0.11m deep. Truncating the centre of linear cut [759] was another cut [103]. This
oval shaped cut measured 2.20m by 1.25m and was c. 0.25m deep. It was recorded
at 8.49m OD and may be a robbing out of timber [137] described above. The room
measured c¢. 4.70m westnorthwest-eastsoutheast by 5.30m northnortheast-
southsouthwest but would have continued south and east outside the limit of
excavation.

Room C was located in the south of the building. The room was delineated by a
timber pile line to the north. The room continued south beyond the limit of excavation.
Recorded within the room were two parallel lines of tiles, [131]. These tiles were
recorded at c. 8.50m OD and their area measured 2.25m by 0.90m. Recorded
between the parallel rows of tiles was the base of a timber barrel, [275]. The barrel
was recorded at 8.40m OD with the base of the barrel being at c. 8.20m OD. The
barrel had a radius of 0.85m and the southern half continued south outside the limit of
excavation. Directly north of tile structure [131] was a badly degraded timber water
pipe, [130]. This bored timber pipe, most likely supplying water under pressure to the
building, was recorded at c. 8.41m OD. It followed the same alignment as the
building, westnorthwest-eastsoutheast; its surviving length measured 3.15m. The
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room measured c. 5.60m westnorthwest-eastsoutheast by 2.50m northnortheast-
southsouthwest.

Approximately 2.5m north of Building 15 was a degraded timber water pipe,
[1455]/[1807]. Running parallel to the building this fragmentary and badly degraded
bored timber pipe was recorded at c. 8.49m OD. Its surviving length measured c.
10.50m; it is assumed that its eastern end would have continued beyond its recorded
length. At its western end a square pit was recorded, [2171]. This pit measured 1.20m
by 0.80m, was recorded at c. 8.22m OD and was 0.52m deep. Lining the interior of
this pit was the remnants of degraded horizontal on-edge timber planking, [2176].
This timber lined pit may represent a water tank associated with the bored timber pipe
which would have supplied clean water under pressure to the buildings around. Also
recorded between Building 15 and the timber pipe [1455]/[1807] were two pits, [252]
& [265]. Pit [252] was rectangular in shape, measured 0.70m by 0.86m and was
0.22m deep. Pit [265] was sub-circular in shape, measured 0.55m by 0.53m and was
0.24m deep. Both pits were recorded at ¢. 8.40m OD.

7.10.10 Recorded to the north of Timber pipe [1455]/[1807] were a series of cut features.

Linear feature [2120] was aligned northwest-southeast and measured 3.75m long by
1m wide and was 0.20m deep. Recorded at c. 8.20m OD, It was truncated at both
ends. A posthole, [2087], which contained timber post [2117], truncated the western
end of [2120]. A series of demolition and dumped deposits sealed this features. The
highest level these deposits were recorded at was c. 8.40m OD and they had a
combined thickness of c. 0.30m. These demolition deposits most likely relate to
Buildings 8, 9 & 10 which were located in this area in the previous phase (6b) and
subsequently went out of use. Cutting these deposits was a square pit, [313]. The pit
was lined with a series of timber planks, [312]. The pit measured 1.06m by 0.96m and
was 0.34m deep. It was recorded at c. 8.35m OD and probably represents a storage
feature. Recovered from a fill of the timber lined pit was a large assemblage of animal
bone, especially horn core, which was used to backfill the pit. Such animal bone
material and horn core is indicative of industrial activity which must have taken placed
on, or near, the site.

7.10.11 Also recorded in the area of timber lined pit [313] were a series of other cut features.

Posthole [2203] had a radius of 0.40m and a depth of 0.15m. East of this stakehole
[2165] was recorded which had a radius of 0.10m and a depth of 0.12m. Pit [2345]
was also recorded in this area. Sub-circular in shape it measured 1.10m by 0.87m
and was 0.25m deep. Just south of this another pit was recorded, [1482]. This pit had
a degraded timber plank within its base, [1481], which may represent the remnants of
a timber lining, similar to pit [313] described above. This badly truncated pit was sub-
circular in shape, measured 1.60m by 1.40m and was 0.21m deep. These features
were all recorded at c. 8.30m OD. A series of driven timber posts and stakes were
recorded in this area, [1080-1081], [1098] & [2019-2020], but didn’t appear to form
any meaningful structure. Also recorded within this area was a possible ditch [306].
Running northwest-southeast it measured 4.10m in length and was 1m wide. The
ditches eastern end continued outside the limit of excavation whilst the western end
appeared to terminate sharply. This ditch was recorded at c. 8.43m OD and had a
maximum depth of 0.25m. Recovered from the fill of the ditch was a large proportion
of animal bone, many of which appeared to be the detritus associated with industrial
activities. The remnants of a possible gravel surface were recorded within this area,
[2310]. This rough, compacted gravel surface was recorded at c. 8.24m OD,
measured 1.60m by 2.10m and was 0.05m thick.

7.10.12 Further north a square pit and two smaller intercutting pits were recorded, [582],

[653] & [646] respectively. Pit [582] was c. 1m square and 0.15m deep. Pit [653] was
an elongated rectangle measuring 0.59m in length by 0.20m wide and was 0.06m
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deep. Truncating its southern end was oval pit [646]; it measured 0.40m by 0.74m
and was 0.23m deep. All three of these features were recorded at c. 8.40m OD and
were probably originally cut from higher up with only the lower portion of them
surviving.

7.10.13 Recorded north of Room B of Building 15 on the eastern edge of the excavation was
a series of cut features, including pits and postholes. Rectangular pit cut [2753] was
recorded at c. 8.05m OD, measured 1.32m by 1.42m and was 0.35m deep. The pit
continued east outside the limit of excavation. A small area of another rectangular pit,
[1806], was recorded in this area. Recorded at 8.15m OD, it measured 1.15m by
0.66m and was 0.31m deep. This pit also continued east outside the limit of
excavation. Truncating pit [1806] was a small linear cut [1696]. Aligned northwest-
southeast it measured 0.80m in length by 0.20m wide and was 0.10m deep. The
western end of this small gully appeared to terminate and its eastern end would have
continued outside the limit of excavation. Recorded at c. 8.20m OD this linear may
represent a small drainage gully or possibly the remnants of a beamslot. Two
postholes were also recorded within this area, [2487] & [1667]. Posthole [2487]
measured 0.16m in diameter and was 0.23m deep. Posthole [1667] had a diameter of
c. 0.36m and was 0.30m deep. The fill of posthole [1667] contained moderately sized
CBM fragments and stones representing post-packing for timber post that had been
removed. These postholes were recorded at c. 8.15m OD and were roughly aligned
northnortheast-southsouthwest from one another. This alignment respects Building
15 to the south and may represent some other structure which may have continued
east outside the limit of excavation or they may have been part of Building 15 itself.
Two other pits were recorded in this area, [228] & [342]. Pit [228] was sub-circular in
shape measuring 0.95m by 0.90m and was 0.25m deep. Pit [342] appeared to be
sub-circular in shape but only its apparent western extent was recorded as it
continued east outside the limit of excavation. The area recorded measured 3.60m by
1m and was 0.25m deep. These pits were recorded at c. 8.40m OD and probably
represent rubbish pits.

7.10.14 Cutting through the eastern end of timber pipe [1455]/[1807] was a circular pit, [940].
Set within this circular cut was a timber barrel base, [944]. This sunken barrel had a
radius of c. 0.97m, was 0.40m deep and was recorded at c. 8.25m OD. This feature
may have represented a sunken storage barrel.

7.10.151In the area between Buildings 14 and 15 various cut features were recorded,
described above. The presence of deeper cuts features such as square timber lined
pit [313] suggests that this area between the two buildings may also have been a
building. However, no structural evidence survives in this area and so therefore it
cannot be determined precisely as an interior of a building.

Building 16

7.10.16 This phase of activity on the western side of gravel road [641] and its associated
revetted channel [5000] is mostly represented by deeper cut features and low level
structural elements such as driven timber piles. Recorded running perpendicular to
the channel and road was a structure composed entirely of driven timber piles. This
timber line continued into the Area B excavation together with a number of other
related timber piles, all of which combine to form Building 16. Building 16 was entirely
represented by timber piles, which originally would have supported the timber sill
beams forming the building’s baseplates. Building 16 comprised two parallel lines of
timber piles, aligned northwest-southwest, and perpendicular rows of piles forming
the building’s outline. These timber piles were recorded between 7.70m OD and
7.60m OD in Area B and at c. 7.90m OD in Area A. The entire area of the building
measured c. 13.10m northeast-southwest by c. 14.60m northwest-southeast. The
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building would have continued north and south outside the limit of excavation. Three
basic room areas were identified within the building and may actually represent three
different strip buildings:

Room A was located in the northern end of the building, in both Areas A & B, and
would have continued north outside the limit of excavation. The room measured c.
6.90m northeast-southwest by c. 14.60m northwest-southeast. Within the western
end of this room more timber piles were recorded running perpendicular to the main
walls, northeast-southwest. These may represent internal partitions within the room.

Room B was located in the centre of the building, in both Areas A & B. The room
measured c¢. 6.25m northeast-southwest by c. 14.60m northwest-southeast.
Throughout the room more timber piles were recorded, possibly forming three or four
lines running perpendicular to the main walls, northeast-southwest. These again may
represent internal partitions within the room.

Room C was located in the south of the building and would have continued south
outside the limit of excavation. The area of the room recorded measured c. 3.10m
northeast-southwest by c. 6.25m northwest-southeast.

Building 17

7.10.17 Directly west of Building 16 another series of timber piles were recorded, Building 17,

on the same northwest-southeast alignment. These timber piles appear to be directly
related to timber lined well [4251], described below, around which they cluster. These
timbers appear to enclose the well in a small outbuilding or lean-to structure, external
to Building 16 directly to the east. This small rectangular structure measured c. 8.75m
northwest-southeast by c. 6m northeast-southwest. This structure may have been
opened sided with a roof, to cover and house the well. Just to the south a possible
entrance or corridor into this covered area was recorded.

7.10.18 Recorded within Building 17 was a square timber lined well, [4251]. Recorded at a

7.11

7.11.1

7.11.2

highest level of ¢c. 7.90m OD, it measured c. 1Tm by 1m and was c. 4m deep. The
timber lined well was constructed of a series of courses of horizontal on edge timber
planking one on top of the other. Also recorded within the well, in two opposing
corners, were timber struts which supported the planking. The construction cut for the
well was backfiled with a clean clay deposit, presumably for waterproofing.
Dendrochronological results from a number of the timbers recovered from the well
dated to; the winter AD 250, spring AD 251, AD 239-75, after 222, AD 241-75 and
after AD 227 (Appendix 17). This timber lined well is most likely related to Building 16
described above and would originally have been cut from higher up in the sequence.

Phase 8: AD 350-420 (Fig. 13)

The late Roman period was represented by deeper cut features which remained open
until the end of the Roman occupation. This is represented by the revetted channel
which ran through the length of Area A and two timber lined wells. A small amount of
other cut features appeared to represent a variety of drainage ditches and gullies in
the area of the major revetted channel.

The revetted channel which ran through the entirety of Area A continued to remain
open into the late Roman period, structures [853]/[1398], [1766], [2233], [949] &
[699]/[3228] as described in the previous phase (7). Recovered from a number of the
upper fills of these structures were pottery forms dating to after AD 350, the late
Roman period. These pottery forms, indicative of activity after AD 350, include;
Portchester D/Overwey Ware (PORD), German Mayen Ware (MAYEN), Oxfordshire
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White Painted Red Colour Coat (OXRC) and Late Roman Calcite-gritted Ware
(CALC) (Appendix 1).

Recorded along the edge of the revetted channel was an extensive gully [411].
Aligned northnortheast-southsouthwest, this gully measured c. 16m in length, was
0.54m wide and varied in depth between 0.30m at the northern end and 0.55m at the
southern end. This gully was recorded at a highest level of c. 8.56m OD. This was
filled with a mixture of naturally accumulated and deliberately backfilled material.
Truncating the northern end of gully [411] was a ditch, [423]. Running virtually east-
west ditch [423] measured c. 6m in length and was c. 1.05 wide. It would have
continued west past the limit of excavation and at its eastern end was an apparent
terminus. This ditch was recorded at a highest level of ¢. 8.65m OD and was c. 0.26m
deep. Another ditch was cut through the line of the revetted channel in the centre of
Area A, [500]. This ditch ran north-south for ¢. 12.75m and was 1m wide. It was
recorded at a highest level of ¢. 8.48m OD and was c. 0.34m deep. Ditch [614] was
also recorded in the centre of Area A. Aligned east-west, it measured 2.25m in length
and was c. 1.05m wide. It was recorded at a highest level of 8.46m OD and was c.
0.38m deep. The eastern end of this ditch appeared to terminate and the western end
appeared to run into the revetted channel located there. These ditches appear to
represent drainage activities during this period.

Also recorded in the centre of Area A, to the west of the revetted channel was large
cut [463]. This feature appeared to be rectangular in shape, measuring 8.50m north-
south by 3.60m east-west, the western edge was not recorded as it continued past
the limit of excavation. Recorded at c. 8.48m OD it was c¢. 0.35m deep. This feature
may represent a large, but shallow pit, however as its entire area was not revealed
this could not be definitely identified. Cutting [463] was another apparent ditch, [361].
Aligned north-south it measured c. 2.58m in length by 0.90m wide. Recorded at a
highest level of c. 8.53m OD it was c. 0.38m deep. This ditch was heavily truncated
with an apparent terminus at its northern end. Cutting this ditch was a shallow pit,
[352]. Sub-circular in shape this pit measured 2.50m north-south by 2.25m east-west
and was c. 0.23m deep. It was recorded at a highest level of c. 8.44m OD. Cutting
this pit was another pit, [335]. Rectangular in shape it measured 2.24m north-south
by 1.20m east-west but would have continued west past the limit of excavation.
Recorded at c. 8.61m OD it was c. 0.42m deep. Cutting ditch [361] was a small linear
cut, [344]. Aligned east-west it measured 1.02m in length by 0.30m wide, its eastern
end was truncated by a modern intrusion but the western end appeared to terminate.
It was recorded at c. 8.52m OD and was c. 0.20m deep. The fill of this linear
contained a packing of large stones, suggesting that this feature represents
something structural. However, no other structural features associated with this cut
seem to survive.

Timber lined wells [569] and [2923], described in the previous phase (7), both
continued to remain open into this period. Recovered from within fills [3637] & [3930]
of well [569] was a hoard of twenty copper-alloy, pewter and iron vessels. This hoard
was comprised of; a copper-alloy bucket, a wine bucket, a set of three nested bead-
rim dishes and two other similar dishes, the remains of a four-looped zoomorphic
hanging bowl, several cauldrons and bowls, one with a hemispherical base, an iron
trivet, two shallow one-handled bowls used as dippers, a lead-alloy small dish and
flagon and an iron ladle (Appendix 7). Also recovered from fill [3930] were two coins
of the House of Valentinian struck at Arles in the name of Gratian, dating to AD 367-
375 and AD 375-378. This provides a terminus post quem for the deposition of this
hoard; it must have been deposited in or after AD 375.

Sealing the two timber lined wells [569] and [2923] was an extensive dump layer,
[416], which covered much of the centre of Area A. Recorded at a highest level of c.
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8.62m OD; it measured c. 13.90m by 10.90m and varied in thickness between 0.20-
0.30m. In the south of Area A this same dump horizon was recorded as [297]. This
was recorded at a similar height of 8.65m OD, measured 12m by 10.50m and varied
between 0.30m-0.35m in thickness. This homogenous layer was composed of a
mixed sandy silty clay matrix with various fragments of ceramic building material,
mortar, painted plaster, and charcoal and oyster shell. As this deposit was
stratigraphically above the securely dated well [569], the deposition of the hoard
within it is no earlier than AD 375, this means that it post dates this event. As the
hoard may have been deposited some while after this date, the potential exists that
these dumped deposits may even date to as late as the early 50 century AD.

Phase 9: Medieval (Fig. 14)

The medieval period was represented by deeper cut features such as ditches and pits
and low level structural elements illustrating basic building outlines and sizes.

In the northern half of Area A a medieval pit, [905], was recorded cutting the Roman
deposits. Sub-circular in shape this pit measured 1.95m by 1.68m and was c. 1.01m
deep. Recovered from the fill of this pit were pottery forms dating to AD 1270-1350
(Appendix 3). Also recorded in Area A was a ditch cut, [586]. Aligned northnortheast-
southsouthwest it measured 4.50m in length and was 1.75m wide. This ditch would
have continued north past the limit of excavation and apparently terminated at its
southern end. The ditch was recorded at c. 8.52m OD and was 0.28m deep. This
ditch probably represented a drainage feature and/or delineated a boundary.

Recorded at the southern end of Area A was a large medieval cut, [133]/[277].
Aligned northnortheast-southsouthwest it measured 11.25m in length by 6.25m at its
widest point. This linear feature would have continued south past the limit of
excavation whilst at its northern end it apparently terminated. Recorded at c. 8.55m
OD it was c. 0.30m deep. Recorded along a section of the eastern edge of this
feature was a line of collapsed timber planks and timber posts, which would originally
have held the planking vertical in place, [281]. This area of collapsed timbers
measured 2.25m in length and was recorded at c. 8.55m OD. Dendrochronological
results from the timbers dated to AD 1164-1200, AD 1177-97, after AD 1124 and the
winter of AD 1188 (Appendix 17). Pottery recovered from fills [106], [107] & [276] date
to AD 1240-1300, AD 1240-1270 and AD 1170-1350 respectively (Appendix 3). This
feature is located directly over a section of the Roman revetted channel controlling
the Walbrook stream and may represent an equivalent medieval feature serving a
similar function.

Building 18

To the east of [133]/[277] was a series of five groups of timber piles representing the
foundations for a structure, Building 18. Each pile group consisted of a cluster of
small beech piles, ranging from two to six timbers, recorded at c. 8.35m OD. Two of
these pile groups were sealed by chalk pads, [112] & [295], measuring c. 1.25m by
1.25m. These were recorded at c. 8.50m OD. The building was aligned
northnortheast-southsouthwest, the total area of which measured c. 9.40m
northnortheast-southsouthwest by c¢. 8m eastsoutheast-westsouthwest. It is
presumed that the building would have continued east and south outside the limit of
excavation. Another area of chalk was recorded further north in Area A, [408], but
didn’t appear to relate to Building 17. This was recorded at c. 8.60m OD and
measured 2.40m by 1.75m and may represent the remnants of an external surface.
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Recorded between Building 18 and possible channel [133]/[277] was a linear group of
timber stakes, group [5024]. This line of timber stakes was aligned northnortheast-
southsouthwest, like the rest of the medieval features, and measured c. 10.60m in
length. These stakes were recorded at c. 8.50m OD and varied in diameter between
0.05m and 0.07m. These stakes may represent a fenceline associated with Building
18 to the east, possibly separating it from possible channel [133]/[277] directly to the
west.

Another group of timber piles were recorded to the south of Area A, [3542]. This
group of six timber stakes were recorded at 8.08m OD and ranged in diameter
between 0.10m to 0.16m. This group was truncated by possible medieval channel
[133]/[277] and may relate to Building 18.

Phase 10: Post-Medieval (Fig. 15)

As with the medieval period, the post-medieval period was represented by deeper cut
features consisting in this phase of a well and pitting.

Cutting through the medieval pit [905] in the north of Area A was a post-medieval
barrel well [593]. The barrel comprised of timber barrel staves and hoops forming the
lining to the well. The highest level of barrel staves had been deliberately pushed into
the interior of the well. The latest fill, [590], sealing these timbers contained pottery
dated to 1650-1700, providing a terminus post quem for the usage of the well
(Appendix 3). This barrel well was recorded at c. 8.50m OD, had a diameter of 1.15m
and was c. 0.95m deep.

Partially truncating timber barrel well [593] was a pit, [870]. This pit was ovoid in
shape, measuring 1.04m long by 0.64m wide. It was recorded at c. 8.40m OD and
was c. 0.61m deep. Fill [869] within the pit contained a Chinese porcelain saucer,
along with other small pottery sherds, dating it to the 18" century (Appendix 3).

Cutting through the area of the major revetted channel which was previously located
in the centre of Area A was a single driven timber post [415]. This apparent post-
medieval timber was recorded at c. 8.60m OD and didn’t appear to relate to any other
feature in the area.

Another pit, [161], was recorded at the top of the sequence in the southern central
part of Area A. Most likely representing the very base of a pit it was recorded at c.
7.80m OD. Sub-circular in shape and heavily truncated by modern activity it
measured c. 0.86m by 0.78m and was c. 0.32m deep. No dateable finds were
recovered from the single fill, [160], of this feature.

Phase 11: Modern

Sealing the archaeological deposits across the site were a series of Victorian and 20"
century concrete slabs. These concrete foundations covered the entirety of the site
and were recorded at a variety of levels; ranging from c¢. 10.30m OD to ¢. 9m OD. In
some areas, most notably the central core of the 1960s building, the concrete was
recorded as low as c. 4.80m OD, truncating any archaeological deposits completely.
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8.1

8.1.1

8.2

8.2.1

8.2.2

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PHASE DISCUSSION

Discussion of Phase 1 — Natural

The earliest deposit encountered on the site was the natural London Clay. These
natural deposits were recorded across virtually the entirety of the site at varying
levels. In the north of the site, in Area C the upper weathered London Clay was
recorded at c. 6.70m OD. In the extreme west of the site, Area D it was recorded at
levels of between c. 6.25m and 6.45m OD. In the south of Area B the upper
weathered London Clay was recorded within a slot at c. 4.70m OD. To the east it was
encountered in the southern part of Area A at levels between 4.64m and 5.24m OD.
The natural London Clay follows a very general trend of sloping down from north to
south, towards the River Thames.

In the northern half of Area B an area of natural terrace gravels, [4661], were
recorded. These natural gravel deposits were recorded at a height of c. 7.30m OD
and sloped down to c. 6.30m OD to the south. At the southern extent of these gravels
a Roman channel, [4591], was recorded cutting east-west across them.

Following the archaeological evaluation of the site in 2003 a topographic model of the
natural London Clay was extrapolated. This was created from the results of test pits,
window samples, boreholes excavated during the evaluation and a reassessment of
boreholes undertaken in the 1960s. This model suggested that the northern half of
the site was divided by two ridges of London Clay, between which, possible channels
were located. The London Clay was then thought to drop off considerably to the south
and the southeast. The London Clay recorded during the excavation generally
conforms to this model with roughly similar OD heights. The steep slopes off to the
south and southeast, along with the valley along the eastern side of the site almost
certainly relate to the location of Walbrook channels, discussed below. The natural
terrace gravels recorded during the excavation in Area B however were not
encountered during any of the evaluation work and represents the only anomalous
feature recorded during the excavation which is not represented on the topographic
model. The natural terrace gravels in the area of the site have mostly been scoured
away by the various Walbrook streams, but its survival in Area B of the site is again
due to the location of these streams, discussed below.

Discussion of Phase 2 — Pre-Roman Stream Channel and Alluvial Deposits

Recorded cutting through the natural London Clay in Area C of the site was a natural
palaeochannel, [5021]. This natural palaeochannel ran south down through the area
where the Western stream is extrapolated to be located passing through the
northwest area of the site. Instead of continuing to run straight south through the rest
of the site, as extrapolated, it appeared to turn southwest, heading towards 4-6
Copthall Avenue. This palaeochannel was recorded at c. 6.80m OD and was 8m
across at its widest point. The channel was filled with fluvial sands and gravels
representing high energy deposition. The depth of the channel was not recorded as it
went below the formation level of the excavation.

Recorded throughout the site were a variety of alluvial flood deposits associated with
the various Walbrook tributaries extrapolated to be crossing through and around the
site. This is unsurprising as in some locations of the upper Walbrook valley the
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floodplain has been identified as wide as c. 37m®. The presence of possibly as many
as four tributaries would contribute to overbank alluviation across and around the site
over a widespread area.

Following the archaeological evaluation of 2003 a reconstructed surface of the pre-
Roman streams deposits complete with predicted Roman channels superimposed
upon it was extrapolated. This was created from the results of test pits, window
samples, boreholes excavated during the evaluation and a reassessment of
boreholes undertaken in the 1960s. The levels of the alluvial deposits, where
recorded during the excavation, match those from the reconstruction reasonably well.
However, the excavation provided information about the pre-Roman streams which
differs to their extrapolated courses. Evidence for the western stream, extrapolated to
be running roughly north-south through the western half of the site, was recorded in
Area C in the northwest of the site. However, as already mentioned, this stream
turned almost immediately southwest towards 4-6 Copthall Avenue and did not
continue south through Area B. The presence of the natural terrace gravels in Area B,
just south of the channel also dictates that a channel could not have passed south
through this area as it was extrapolated to be.

No other evidence of the location of the pre-Roman streams was recorded across the
site. However, the location of the later Roman revetted channels may provide clues
as to where the original natural streams may have been located. The various Roman
revetted channels will be discussed later in their appropriate phases but a brief
discussion of their overall nature in relationship to the natural streams which they
canalised is pertinent at this point.

From the reconstruction of the surface of the pre-Roman streams and channels and
the topographic model, both from the results of the 2003 evaluation and the
excavation, an account of the various Walbrook streams can be postulated. It is,
however, necessary to differentiate between the natural pre-Roman streams of the
Walbrook and the Roman manipulated and revetted channels which often drastically
diverted the natural course of the river. The most westerly steam was predicted to cut
across on a northwest-southeast alignment from 4-6 Copthall Avenue towards the
southwest corner of the site. The only evidence for a major feature in the southwest
of the site was the large possibly recut channel aligned roughly east-west to the north
of the corduroy. It is possible that this represents a canalised version of this channel.
Evidence from 2 Copthall Avenue to the west suggested the presence of a large east-
west palaeochannel which probably is part of the westernmost tributary%. To the
eastern another tributary of the river known as the Western Stream was predicted to
cross the western part of the site on a north-south alignment. The Western stream
crossed through the northwest corner of the site as original extrapolated and was
recorded as palaeochannel [5021] in phase 2. Instead of continuing south though it
would appear to turn to the southwest, heading towards 4-6 Copthall Avenue and to
join the stream to the west, as it was not present in the southern part of Area B. The
Blomfield Street stream to the east was predicted to have run roughly north-south
through Area A during this period too. However, the evidence from the site would
suggest that it ran initially from the northeast corner of the site on a northeast-
southwest alignment across Area A into Area B. This was represented by the
remnants of revetted channel [1921] and [4982] which were recorded in phase 3. The
Winchester Square stream (the furthest east of the four predicted streams) was
predicted to cross the southeastern corner of the site but would appear to lave lain

% Maloney, C., with de Moulins, D., 1990, The Archaeology of Roman London Volume 1: The
Upper Walbrook in the Roman period, CBA Research Report 69.

% Humphrey, R., 2008, An Assessment of an Archaeological Excavation and Watching Brief
at 2 Copthall Avenue, City of London, London EC2 Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd
unpublished report.
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just to the south and east of the site as no evidence for the stream within the site was
found. During phase 4 a single channel, [4154], was recorded running from the
northeast corner of the site down to the southwest for virtually the entire length of the
site. This probably represents the canalisation of the Blomfield Street stream. In the
next phase (5) a Roman road was constructed, alongside which ran revetted
channels. The channel on the western side of the road probably represents the
diverted Western Stream which once crossed the northwestern corner of the site. The
revetted channel on the eastern side of the road was most likely the diverted
Blomfield Street stream.

Discussion of Phase 3 — Roman AD 50-70

Sub-Phase A

This early phase of Roman occupation would have been heavily influenced and
effected by the topography of the sinuous Walbrook streams crossing through the site
and associated waterlogged deposits. The earliest deposits recorded were a small
group of dump layers lain down upon alluvial deposits in an attempt to create a
reasonable surface upon which to build. Constructed upon this was a timber corduroy
structure, [4798], running eastnortheast-westsouthwest through the south of Area B.
Running parallel directly to the south of this corduroy structure was an associated
ditch, [4864]. Directly north of the corduroy a wide channel, [4591], discussed below,
also ran parallel. Such corduroy timber structures are well recorded during the
Roman period and have been used for a variety of purposes related to wet ground.
They have been used as foundations for roads, trackways and ramparts in
waterlogged areas which would have required a more stable base upon which to
build. In the varying cases either rammed/compacted gravel would be installed over
the corduroy forming a road or, in the case of a rampart, the up cast of an associated
ditch would have been laid on top creating the upstanding defensive bank. No
evidence of either a bank or compacted gravels was encountered above the corduroy
complicating the interpretation of the structure.

Further complicating this feature’s interpretation was another timber structure, [4865],
within it. This structure consisted of similar logs laid side by side like the corduroy but
substantially bigger and aligned on the opposite axis. These timbers appeared to
have collapsed around four leaning timber uprights which must originally have been
vertical. These timbers were also on top of elements of corduroy [4798] which ran up
to the timber posts. Recorded below timber structure [4865] was a vague linear cut
running through the central void between the four displaced timber uprights. These
collapsed timbers appeared to bridge this void beneath it. This feature may represent
a small gully between the channel to the north of the corduroy and the ditch to the
south, draining from one into the other. Such a feature would be unnecessary if the
corduroy was a road or trackway as drainage would run off the sides of this road into
the associated roadside ditches.

Dendrochronological results from the corduroy structure [4798] may aid in the
interpretation of this feature. Numerous timbers recovered gave the specific date of
AD 62. This date is around a year after the Boudican revolt when the queen of the
Iceni sacked Colchester, London and St. Albans. Corroborating this date was a coin
recovered from the fill of the ditch directly south of the corduroy structure. This coin
was of Marcus Agrippa, probably struck between AD 37 and 41 and almost certainly
lost before the death of Nero in AD 68. This date of the corduroy structure then has
certain implications. It must have been related to the reclaiming of London following it
being burnt to the ground. The structure may have been a makeshift or temporary
trackway to assist in transporting materials and people back into the area during this
post-Boudican revolt. As mentioned above such corduroy structures are also used in
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the construction of ramparts in waterlogged areas. It may have been such a rampart,
on a smaller scale however, with timber structure [4865] possibly representing a
similar feature to an interval tower see in larger forts or fortlets. However, these
timbers don’t appear large enough to support a tower and probably would not have
been recorded at a level slumped below the corduroy itself. It is worth noting that
recovered from the ditch directly south of the corduroy was an iron ballista bolt,
SF1153 (Appendix 6). Such a military item may relate to the function of the corduroy
structure. However, if a military presence existed during this time it would be
expected that substantially more military artefacts would have been recovered. The
corduroy may also represent some form of embankment or causeway, serving
multiple purposes including delineating a boundary. It may have been constructed
directly south of channel [4591], which already formed a natural boundary that the
embankment/causeway then reinforced. This corduroy was not recorded in Area A,
where it would be assumed that it would have continued. It may have been that the
corduroy was only laid down in very specific locations, where the ground was
particularly waterlogged. The boundary that this feature potentially delineated may
even have been the northernmost boundary of Roman Londinium at this time.

Evidence of water management was also recorded during this very early Roman
phase. To the east of the corduroy structure, in Area A, a revetted channel was
recorded, [1921]. Only one side of this timber pile and plank revetment was recorded
running roughly northeast-southwest. This revetting was stratigraphically lower than
another revetted channel from the next phase (4) which appeared to run northeast-
southwest and possibly link up with a similar structure at the northern end of Area A.
Recorded at the western end of ditch [4864] directly south of the timber corduroy was
another small area of timber revetting, [4982]. This remnant was only comprised of a
single timber plank supported by a solitary timber pile. No other evidence of timber
revetting survived along the rest of the length of the ditch. This remnant may be a
continuation of revetment structure [1921] further to the east in Area A, represented
another revetted channel which ran along the south of the corduroy structure.

North of the timber corduroy structure a relatively wide channel was located, [4591].
This channel ran parallel alongside the corduroy throughout Area B. The channel was
around 8.75m in width and ran through the entirety of Area B. It is unclear if this
channel represents the position of one of the natural Walbrook streams. It appears to
be man-made due to its relatively regular and linear edges, but it may have re-cut
along the line of a natural stream. A later re-cut of this channel showed evidence of
being revetted with timber piles and planks. The possibility exists then that this
channel was also revetted at some point. It seems unusual that this channel was so
wide if it was man-made as usually the Walbrook streams were revetted into thinner
channels. It is interesting to note that the natural pre-Roman Walbrook stream
recorded in Area C was around 8m in width, whereas the widest revetted channels
recorded across the site were between 2 to 2.5m wide.

Located between the timber corduroy structure and the channel was a line of small
stakes, [4830]. This line represents a roundwood wattle fence, which are usually
uncommon in Roman London. Normally in urban settlements fencelines and walls
were constructed of more robust timber or masonry. The potential date of this feature,
it being directly associated with the timber corduroy structure dating to AD 62, may
explain its presence here. At this early time the Upper Walbrook valley wasn’t the
formalised bustling urban centre it was later to become after a programmed event of
consolidation. This consolidation which considerably raised the ground level created
a stable landscape upon which subsequent development took place. Therefore this
early date may attest to the apparent ‘rustic’ nature of this structure, a trait it also
shares with the corduroy structure [4798].
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Sub-Phase B

A change to the layout of the site occurred not long after the corduroy structure [4798]
was constructed. The channel recorded in the previous sub-phase, [4591], was re-cut
during this phase, [4783]. This re-cut was not as wide as the previous channel and
did not appear to be in use for very long. The channel was subsequently blocked off
at its eastern end with two parallel rows of timber planking, [4800], forming a
causeway structure. Possibly part of this process was ditch [4785], which appeared to
run up to one of the lines of these planks. This may have been used to drain off the
channel prior to the installation of the causeway structure ultimately blocking it off.
Constructed directly on top of the backfilled channel was a timber sub-structure,
[4743]. These timbers may have been the sub-structure to some form of timber
boardwalk replacing the embankment or causeway structure represented by timber
corduroy structure [4798]. Recorded directly east of the two parallel rows of timber
planking which blocked off channel [4783] was a line of timber fence pales, [4831].
These must have been installed after the blocking off of the channel and may even
have been the reason for it. This palisade or fenceline ran northwest-southeast but
was only recorded within a small area, both ends would have continued beyond the
limits of excavation. The southeastern end appeared to carry on into Area A, but no
evidence of it was recorded in this location. However, recovered from this area, re-
used within another feature, was what would have been the top of one of these
palisade timbers, complete with carved spear tip. The northwest end of this palisade
may potentially have originally connected to a similar structure recorded at the
northern end of Area B, [4493], discussed below. The area between these two
structures was completely truncated however so no evidence that they were directly
connected survived. This meant that the possibly interior of the area enclosed by
these two palisade lines was also wholly truncated.

Recorded on the north bank of channel [4783] were four small timber boxes, [4555],
[4986], [4987] & [4504], three of which contained human remains. Three of these
timber boxes were rectangular in shape; timber box [4986] however was oval in
shape, of bentwood construction. The majority of the human remains recorded within
these boxes were badly degraded and fragmentary. Human remains [4579], within
box [4555], were the most complete, being in moderate condition with all areas of the
skeleton represented. These human remains were of a neonatal individual, at full
term, or two months either side. The human remains, [4991], within the bentwood box
[4986], were in poor condition with only skull fragments surviving. The dental
development of the surviving dentition suggests that the infant was probably less than
six months in age. The human remains within timber box [4987] were also in poor
condition but the surviving elements suggested they were an infant less than full term
but perhaps in the later stages of foetal development. Timber box [4504] contained no
surviving human remains. It is assumed however that due to its proximity and location
to the other infant burials, it also would originally have contained human remains. The
age range of all these human remains is similar; they all died either at or around the
time of birth. One of these perhaps survived a few months at least. Two of them
probably didn’t reach full term in utero (Appendix 19). Clearly this area was set aside
for these burials. During the Roman period it was usual for infants not to be buried
within the main cemeteries and were often buried under floors or in pits and ditches.
They have therefore clearly been shown more care in their burial than was usually
afford young infants during this period, especially being interned within coffins. It is
also interesting that these human remains were inhumations at a period when most
bodies were cremated. The location of these burials outside the boundary
represented by timber corduroy structure [4798] and associated channel [4591] &
[4783] may be significant. This apparent infant burial area may also have been
associated with and outside the area enclosed by timber palisade [4493] to the north.

An anomalous find located directly next to the area of infant burials and on the edge
of a channel, was a whole timber domestic door, [4554]. The timber door was laid flat
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on the edge of channel [4783], directly southeast of infant burial [4555]. Its location
and function here is unusual. The fact that the door was laid flat could represent
some kind of small, temporary, working platform, although for what purpose is
unknown. lts proximity and apparent association with a channel and infant burials,
itself unusual, suggests ritual connotations. Votive offerings, especially in the vicinity
of watery places, are well attested to before, throughout and after the Roman period.
It has also been argued that the Walbrook valley itself is a centre for such votive
depositsB7. Proving any ritual aspects to the presence of the door is impossible;
however, it is worth noting the presence of an amphora within the channel almost
directly southeast of the door. This amphora, [4546], was set perfectly within the
channel edge, albeit inverted. It didn't appear to have been casually discarded or
thrown into the channel due to its precise position; it appeared to be more deliberately
placed. The reasons for its presence here again difficult to determine with certainty,
but it may add some weight to a possible ritual interpretation to this area north of the
channel containing the infant burials and the timber door.

In the northern half of Area B, cutting through the area of natural terrace gravels,
[4661], a ditch was recorded, [4540]. This ditch was aligned northnortheast-
southsouthwest through the area, its southwestern end continued beyond the limits of
the excavation. Its northeastern end terminated within the site. This ditch which
probably delineated a boundary and served as a drainage feature was subsequently
backfilled and replaced with a line of timber fence pales representing a palisade,
[4493]. This fenceline appeared to begin halfway through the original ditch, but
continued northeast past where the ditch terminated. The northeastern end of the
palisade line was truncated but it is assumed that it would have continued in that
direction. No other features relating to this enclosure were recorded in the north of
Area B due to the area being horizontally truncated. This palisade, or fenceline, may
be a continuation of a similar timber palisade or fenceline, [4831] recorded further to
the southeast. If this is indeed the case the area on the eastern side of fenceline
[4493] would have been the interior of the enclosure. However, no archaeological
remains survived which may have related to the interior of the possible enclosed
area.

From the artefacts recovered during this phase (3a & b) certain interpretations can be
made as to the type of activities, industrial or otherwise, taking place on the site. This
phase seems to be generally dominated by craft working/small-scale industrial
objects, including objects relating to textile manufacture/repair and styli, indicating
literacy and record keeping. A lack of personal adornments recovered is unusual, it is
suggested that this represents low status non-domestic activity (Appendix 6).

Discussion of Phase 4 — Roman AD 70-120

The period represented by Phase 4 saw significant change to the area of the site and
the whole of the Upper Walbrook Valley. An organised mass consolidation event is
well documented to have occurred at the end of the first century / beginning of the
second century AD, raising the low-lying ground level in preparation for formalised
settlement of the area®®. This could only have taken place in conjunction with the
ability to manage and control the Walbrook streams within the area.

%7 Clark, J., Cotton, J., Hall, J., Sherris, R, Swain, H., 2008, Londinium and Beyond: Essays
on Roman London and its hinterland for Harvey Sheldon, CBA Research Report 156.

% Maloney, C., with de Moulins, D., 1990, The Archaeology of Roman London Volume 1: The
Upper Walbrook in the Roman period, CBA Research Report 69.
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Both open excavation areas of the site recorded a complex sequence of timber
revetting within man made channels, rationalising the Walbrook streams, and a full
sequence of reclamation and consolidation. In Area A around 2m of dumped mass
consolidation material was recorded sealing natural alluvial material relating to the
pre-Roman stream deposits. Recorded between dumped consolidation deposits in
Area A were other small drainage features and possibly even an early metalled road
surface. This possible predecessor to the major road which was constructed in Phase
5 was only recorded in a slot and cannot be interpreted definitely as a road surface. It
may only be another gravel dump within the overall consolidation. It's apparent
metalling and heavy compaction however suggests otherwise. The presence of this
possible surface and the other ditches and gullies recorded within the consolidation
event may help to date more precisely this event and even suggests that this
organised process may have happened in staggered stages over a period of time.
The level at which these drainage features were cut may represent a hiatus between
consolidation stages.

Recorded running northeast-southwest through Area A was a revetted channel,
[4154]. In the north of Area A this channel was recorded as cutting through the mass
dumped consolidation deposits. Further southwest along its line however, evidence of
an earlier phase to this channel was recorded, described above. This suggests that
this line was in continuous use during, and at the end of the mass consolidation event
and therefore may be the alignment of one of the original natural Walbrook streams. It
is interesting to note that this alignment, at least in the north of Area A, continues in
use during the entire Roman period.

A similar sequence of mass dumped consolidation material was also recorded in Area
B of the site; this time however it appeared to be around 1.5m in overall thickness.
Below this mass consolidation in Area B was a series of drainage ditches and gullies.
These appear to drain into the revetted channel running northeast-southwest across
the site. These drainage features may have be installed to drain the marginal land of
any standing water prior to the mass importing of dump material involved in the
consolidation of the area.

From the artefacts recovered during this phase certain interpretations can be made
as to the type of activities, industrial or otherwise, taking place on the site. However
as many of the deposits in this phase were dumps most likely to have come from a
location off site the information that they provide may not relate directly to activity
happening on the site. Therefore only those finds from fills of features and not from
the dump deposits are discussed here. Personal adornments are now well
represented; in particular a silver signet ring is of relatively high status. Household
items such as a bone hinge are also represented. Writing and literacy is again
represented. A single copper-alloy bell may be associated with agricultural activities
or possibly ritual or religious practices (Appendix 6).

Discussion of Phase 5 — Roman AD 120-160

Sub-Phase A
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The organised mass reclamation and consolidation recorded in the previous phase
comes to fruition during Phase 5, with the construction of a formalised street layout
consisting of a metalled gravel road with associated drainage on either side,
represented by timber revetted channels. Excavations at 8-10 Throgmorton Avenue
(site code TGM 99) in 1999, directly north of the site, recorded a similar sequence of
metallgg gravels representing a road and an associated channel revetted with
timber™.

The metalled road surface ran northnortheast-southsouthwest across the site with the
revetted channels running parallel to, and directly alongside it. This road was one of
three local roads running south towards the existing grid system of roads which was
first laid out during AD 50-60. This early pre-Flavian settlement of Londinium was
initialled located in the area of Cornhill, but early settlement was also recorded on the
western slopes of the Walbrook valley®.

At the northern end of the eastern revetted channel a separate branch of revetted
channel was recorded, running northeast-southwest. This branch was located in the
same location as the revetted channel recorded in Phase 4, described above. Both
these channels appear to be open and in use at the same time. Various alterations
and repairs appear to be made to the northeast-southwest branch and may reflect its
continual need to be maintained. This may be due to its apparent ‘rough’
construction, not being as finely made as the northnortheast-southsouthwest channel.
Recorded in the triangular strip of land between these two channel branches at the
northern end of Area A was a large timber lined pit, [4225]. During the Roman period
the Upper Walbrook Valley is known to be a centre of industrial activity. This timber
lined pit may represent the burgeoning industrial activity on the site, taking advantage
of its proximity to a fresh water source.

The first building on site appeared during this initial phase of formalised development,
Building 1. This apparently square timber framed building was located at the very
southern end of Area A, directly east of the revetted channel located there. In plan
this building appeared to be composed of two concentric squares, similar in layout to
Romano-Celtic temples recorded elsewhere. However, the western extent of the
building was truncated away by later activity and the revetted channel appears to be
too close to the building for its walls to return to the south, forming the western side of
the concentric squares. For the building to form a perfect square it would have to
continue to the west into the area occupied by the eastern part of the road and the
eastern revetted channel. If this was the case it would suggest that Building 1 was
erected before the construction of the road and the diverting of the northeast-
southwest channel. It is possible that the building’s form outside the southern limit of
excavation, where it continues, may have been drastically different to that area
recorded on site. Nevertheless its similarity to Romano-Celtic temples cannot be
ignored, and if indeed it was identified as such it would add weight to the argument of
the ritual landscape of the Upper Walbrook VaIIey91. In addition to its exact layout
Building 1’s usage is hard to ascertain. Further study of associated finds within and
around the building, and possibly finds within the nearby revetted channel, may aid in
interpreting the building’s function.

% Swift, D, 2001, 8-10 Throgmorton Avenue, London, EC2, An Archaeological Post-
excavation Assessment and Updated Project Design. Museum of London Archaeology
Service, unpublished report

% Perring, D., 1991, Roman London, Seaby

I Clark, J., Cotton, J., Hall, J., Sherris, R., Swain, H., 2008, Londinium and Beyond: Essays
on Roman London and its hinterland for Harvey Sheldon, CBA Research Report 156.
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Area B was less well represented during this phase. This area appeared to be less
developed with only pitting and a ditch being recorded during this phase. This ditch,
[4385], most likely served as a drainage feature and possibly even to delineate a
boundary, had a particularly interesting fill within it. Fill [4581] was composed almost
entirely of animal bone, especially cattle, and horn cores. The sheer volume of this
assemblage across the length of the ditch again suggests intense industrial activity in
the area of the site. Further analysis of this material can reveal more detailed
information on the type of industries taking place within the area. The presence of this
evidence for industrial activity during this phase, when the first buildings also appear
on site is interesting. This suggests that development and settlement of the area may
have been directly related to industrial activity. The various Walbrook streams are
also directly related to this as industrial activity most likely first begun in this area due
to the availability and proximity of fresh water.

Sub-Phase B

Development of the area continued unabated during the next phase. This continued
settlement was located alongside the road and its associated revetted channels on
either side which served as drainage. Building 1 which was located in the southern
end of Area A had now been superseded by a larger timber framed structure, Building
2, which dominates virtually all of Area A. Some of the structural elements of Building
1 were re-used in Building, illustrating continuing property boundaries. This continuity
of property boundaries and structural elements carries on for large periods of the
Roman period and will be discussed further later.

Building 2 appeared to be a single large structure, either square or rectangular in
shape, with an internal courtyard area. Around most of this central courtyard a
corridor was located from which access to the rest of the building could be gained.
Various size rooms were located all around the building. A handful of these rooms
had small hearths located within them. Within the northern area of the building an
oven or kiln was located, illustrating some form of industrial or craft activity. A series
of small intercutting pits were also located within this area, these were all filled with a
similar charcoal material. These pits must have been directly associated with the
oven or kiln located within the same area, suggesting it was a workshop. A small
internal corridor ran off perpendicular to the main outer corridor in the west of the
building. This smaller corridor, which had upstanding painted plaster surviving on
both walls, led out to a small timber footbridge which crossed the revetted channel
located there, allowing access to the road. Another small timber footbridge was
recorded to the south of the other. This only appeared to align itself with a room
located in the building, with no obvious entry point recorded like the corridor
discussed above. Evidence of a fresh water supply, under pressure, to the building
was recorded in the area of the courtyard.

Although it appears that this single large structure was suddenly constructed upon the
site it may have come into existence in a more sequential way. It has already been
noted that some of the southern elements of the building were reused from Building 1
which stood in the previous phase. The possibility also exists that the northern most
sections of Building 2, the areas represented by Rooms A, B & C, may have
originated as a different building. These rooms may represent either a single, or two
earlier strip buildings which extended east off the road and channel. These property
boundaries continued to be used, despite varying alterations to the rest of the area of
the site, until at least the 3™ century. Potentially these structures were in existence at
the same time as Building 1 to the south and subsequently the area between them
was developed, creating Building 2. The western range of Building 2, located along
the revetted channel to the west, was added and the main corridor around the
courtyard built around these and the northern buildings. The slight difference in
alignment between the northern section of the building and the rest may attest to this.
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It is a difficult to interpret what Building 2, especially in its latest manifestation was. As
discussed above it may have evolved from earlier elements into this large structure.
Some form of industrial or craft activity was taking place in the northern end of the
building. This is attested to by the location within it of a kiln or oven, and numerous
charcoal pits relating to it and its usage. Its layout of rooms around a central
courtyard invites comparisons to an enclosed market or macellum. These market
places were normally located in towns in addition to the larger forum. Such buildings
are normally square in shape with a series of shops, normally all the same size,
located around a central covered courtyard. An excavation at 5-12 Fenchurch Street,
uncovered an aisled building which has been interpreted as such; however, it was
interpreted as a meeting place for a guild, or collegiumgz. Some comparisons
between Building 2 and an enclosed market can be made; a series of room do exist
around a central courtyard area, around which a corridor runs. However, the northern
extent of the building definitely has some form of industrial or craft activity taking
place in it. It may have been that the original buildings started as small scale
workshops and shops, from which Building 2 evolved with a further series of small
shops and workshops located around a central open market place. This interpretation
cannot be absolutely determined, further study of the finds assemblages associated
with the building and its various rooms may aid in identifying the activities which took
place within it. This will aid in the interpretation of the building’s function.

To the north of Building 2 an open area existed where the two separate channels
were located. The northeast-southwest channel branch saw continued repair and
alteration again, whereas the other branch remained fairly stable. This northeast-
southwest branch appeared to need this constant repair and stabilisation suggesting
that certain conditions within it required the constant maintenance. This probably
reflects the fact that this part of the channel had a greater flow of water running
through it than the branch to the west.

During this phase the first structure west of the road was recorded, Building 3. Only
the basic outline of this building survived. The timber framed building was located
direct west of the revetted channel on that side of the road in Area A and continued
into Area B. Only a small area of it was recorded as it continued north outside the
limit of excavation. Recorded below the foundations however, was a small un-urned
cremation. This contained a mixture of animal remains from dog, sheep and cattle,
fired to a very high temperature. Such ritual faunal remains are well documented in
the Roman period suggesting this may be a ‘foundation’ deposit associated with the
construction of the building. As above further analysis of the finds assemblages
associated with Building 3 may aid in identifying its function.

From the artefacts recovered during this phase (5a & b) certain interpretations can be
made as to the type of activities, industrial or otherwise, taking place on the site. As
this phase represents the beginnings of intensive occupation activity the amount of
artefacts recovered increased proportionally. Personal adornments are well
represented, the majority of which are hair pins, but also recovered were a ring, an
earring, a bracelet, and a brooch. Toilet instruments were also well represented. A
large number of textile working equipment was recovered including wooden spindles,
the majority of which were needles in bronze, copper-alloy and iron. Household
objects, including furniture handles and lamps were also recovered. Recreational
activities were represented by bone, pottery and glass gaming pieces. A wooden ruler
was also recovered suggesting weighing and measuring. Record keeping and literacy
is again represented by a large group of styli, iron and copper-alloy and wooden
writing tablets. A number of tools, including knives, a hammer, a punch and hones

2 Perring, D., 1991, Roman London, Seaby.
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were recorded, amongst others. Fixtures and fittings were also recorded, including
loops, studs and nails. Religious objects are represented by fragments of two
pipeclay figurines, a mother goddess and Venus. This large and varied collection of
artefacts is a reflection of the intense occupation and activity that was now taking
place on and around the site (Appendix 6).

Discussion of Phase 6 — Roman AD 160-250

Sub-Phase A

The next phase of activity saw continuity of property boundaries with some internal
alterations to room layouts. The large Building 2 continued in use into this phase.
Virtually the entire western extent of the building, which fronted onto the channel and
road, saw some form of rebuilding or alteration. Rooms were restructured and resized
possibly adapting to their changing uses. One particular room at the southern end of
the site, Room N, had walls installed composed of tiles. The rest of the basic
structure to Building 2 remained in place however, various rooms around a courtyard
area, between which was located a corridor. Within the northern area of the building,
in Room B, the oven or kiln continued in use. However, during this phase a much
larger group of pits, virtually identical to the charcoal pits described in the previous
phase, were now recorded in the adjacent room, A. Previously these pits had been
located in the same room as the oven/kiln. The continuous usage of the kiln/oven and
the sheer volume of charcoal material produced probably dictated the expansion of
dumping it into the next room. It is odd however that this material, like the majority of
other industrial waste material including leather and animal bone, was not dumped
into the revetted channel directly west of the building.

Recorded between the revetted channel and Room B of Building 2 was a fragmentary
timber structure, [2328], possibly representing a boardwalk structure. This was only
recorded in the area outside Room B but it may have been that this boardwalk or
platform was originally located along the whole length of the building. Such a
boardwalk would have allowed access along the western length of Building 2
between it and the revetted channel located there and kept access dry and above the
wet and muddy edge of the channel.

Newly constructed during this phase was a timber framed building located in the
courtyard area of Building 2. This structure, Building 4, had a remarkably well
preserved timber plank floor laid upon timber joists. Timbers recovered from the
building date via dendrochronology to after AD 127. This unfortunately does not
provide a firm date for the buildings construction as the timbers may be re-used. The
southern wall of the building had the remains of a wattle wall upstanding, an unusual
construction method (Appendix 16). The only other comparable structure was
excavated at the Courage Brewery site in Southwark, where an even more
remarkably preserved timber planked floor was recorded. This represented a
waterfront warehouse constructed c. AD 100; it was half cellared with a solid oak
plank floor and oak walls*. Despite the Courage Brewery warehouse being part of a
waterfront complex, Building 4 may have had a similar warehouse usage despite
being in a completely different context. It seems unusual that this building was
erected in the location of an open courtyard area. Competition for space during this
time of intense development may have dictated its location. The buildings function
may also have dictated its location close by to workshops or other necessary
facilities.

% Perring, D., 1991, ‘Roman London’, Seaby
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This phase saw an alteration to the revetted channel branches at the northern end of
Area A. Installed during this phase within the northnortheast-southsouthwest channel,
at the northern end, were two parallel rows of timber planking, [4130] & [3887]. The
area between these parallel lines of planks was then backfilled effectively blocking off
this channel, creating a causeway. The northeast-southwest branch remained open
and in use however. It is unusual that this channel was blocked off so far north as an
area of over ten metres would have remained open, collecting water. It would be
assumed that to block off this branch one would do it closer to the junction. It may be
that this area was backfilled soon after, discussed below, as the next phase saw this
area built upon. An assumed by product of this blocking off of the channel would be
that the stream would back up north of the causewayed area, outside the limit of
excavation. This would have caused the stream to overspill its confines, flooding the
immediate area. The obvious solution to this would be that the channel had been
diverted further upstream, outside the limit of excavation. No evidence of flood
deposits was encountered at the very northern extent of the area implying that the
stream had been diverted elsewhere. The date of this blocking off event, around AD
200, may have some relation to the construction of the stone city wall further north
around the same time. Detailed analysis of surrounding sites may reveal more
information relating to how the installation of the city wall affecting the immediate
area.

Directly west of the revetted channel on the eastern side of the road Building 3
appeared to have now been demolished. Located in this area during this phase was
Building 5. This building is composed of a wattle fenceline and a series of driven
timber piles. These structural elements appear to form a rough rectangular shape,
however, little else was recorded which could suggest what this building represented.

The western side of the site, Area B, again recorded only fragmentary evidence for
structures and settlement activity. Building 3 which existed during the previous phase
now appeared to have gone out of use out of use and been demolished. The
fragmentary remains of Building 6, which was composed of a truncated beamslot and
associated postholes, was now located in the area. Along with these structural
elements rough external surfaces were recorded, one of which was located further
north in Area B. These combined features illustrate continued settlement during this
period west of the road but reveal little else about the nature of the activity and usage
of the building.

Also recorded in Area B was a circular well, [4301], at the base of which was
recorded the remnants of a square timber lining, [4732]. This timber lining would
originally have been throughout the well to its top. This well was most likely
associated to Building 6 just to the west. The well's presence also illustrates that this
immediate area of the site was an external area outside any buildings.

Sub-Phase B

This next phase of activity again saw a change to the layout of the buildings on site
but with some elements of continuity of property boundaries. The centre of Area A
was now dominated by a series of strip buildings, Buildings 8, 9 & 10. Buildings 8 & 9
represent the continued use of the northern area of Building 2, rooms A, B & C.
Building 2 originated in Phase 5b and may potentially have originated slightly earlier
than that. As discussed above this northern area of Building 2 may have been in use
before the whole of Building 2 took shape. This su(rqgests that the continuity of these
building boundaries started in the first half of the 2" century and carried on through to
sometime in the 3™ century. With the exception of the road and its associated
revetted channels on either side, these buildings remain the most constant features in
the landscape of the site throughout the Roman period. Development took place
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around them, mostly directly south, but these property boundaries continued. Internal
alterations took place over the years and further study of the finds assemblages may
provide information on the usage of the buildings and how it may have changed and
evolved over time.

Building 8 was located at the northern end of this range of three buildings, Buildings
8, 9 & 10. Within this thin strip building which continued east outside the limit of
excavation, a single room was identified. Within this building a disturbed tile hearth
was recorded, [2605]. By this phase the pitting which was taking place in the previous
phase has been covered over. Industrial activity must still have been occurring as the
oven/kiln from the previous phase was still located in the next building and was joined
by a second oven/kiln. It may be that a change in the industrial activity taking place
occurred or that another place to dispose of, or way of disposing of, the waste
material had been found. Running through the southern area of this building was a
line of bored timber water pipes, [1142]. This timber water pipe would have supplied
clean water, under pressure, to the building. Directly west of the pipe a rectangular
feature, backfilled with clean clay was recorded [1392]. This feature probably
represents a tank within which water would have been stored. Located on the
western end of the timber pipes, between them and the tank, was a lead ‘spout’ fitted
to the top of the timber. Water would therefore have be pumped under pressure
through the timbers and up through the spout into the tank, or vice versa.
Dendrochronological results from the timber pipes date to after AD 144 and after AD
143 but it appears that they were used in a period after this date.

Building 9 was located in the centre of the range of three buildings. In the previous
phase a tile oven or kiln was located within the room. During this phase this oven/kiln
continued in use after a rebuild or repair and was now joined by a second oven or
kiln, [1378]. These kilns/ovens faced opposing directions and may have been used in
the baking of bread on a larger than domestic scale. An interesting associated find,
albeit from an earlier phase (3) and a different part of the site, Area B, was the
recovery of an iron bread shovel (SF 1118). Although no similar finds were recovered
relating to the building or the ovens/kilns, such an implement could have been used
with regard to these ovens or kilns. Another room was recorded directly east of the
area of ovens, within which a small tile hearth was recorded. At the western end of
the building, between the revetted channel and the building itself, an apparent timber
boardwalk structure was recorded. This possible boardwalk structure was only
recorded outside this area of building but may have continued further along the edge
of it. This may relate to this end of the building being open sided, potentially allowing
access into the area occupied by the ovens/kilns.

Building 10 was located at the very southern end of the range of three buildings. This
building appeared to be similar to Buildings 8 & 9 with the exception of having a
range of two buildings added onto the southern side, similar to lean to structures. In
the main area of the building two or possibly even three rooms were identified. Within
these rooms, unlike Buildings 8 & 9, no evidence of industrial or craft activity was
present. Within one of the lean to rooms to the south, an area of tiles, showing signs
of moderate burning, may represent possible small scale industrial activity or more
likely a domestic hearth. Further analysis of associated finds may help to determine
the activities taking place within this room and the rest of Building 10. Such further
study may also provide information as to when these apparent lean to structures were
added to the building.

Buildings 8, 9 & 10 have been discussed as separate, individual, strip buildings, but it
is worth noting that they may have representing one whole unit within which a variety
of activities took place. These buildings, and the activities which took place within
them, will be better understood by studying their artefactual assemblages in
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conjunction with one another. Recorded directly north of Building 8, and directly south
of Building 10, were small timber lined box drains. These two box drains at either end
of the row of three buildings defines and delineates them as a single ‘unit’. The layout
and character of the various rooms within the three buildings also may suggest it
being a single building. The northern half of the building appears to be concerned
with small scale industrial activity involving the ovens/kilns, whereas the southern
area appears to be more domestic in nature. These elements combine to form an
overall building and household. External surfaces were also recorded to the south of
the buildings and possibly to the north. It is also interesting that the small triangle of
land, between Building 8 and the northeast-southwest branch of revetted channel,
remained undeveloped throughout the Roman period. Its proximity to the channel
may offer an explanation; however, the land on the opposite side of this channel was
developed with a building erected there.

Discussed in the previous phase was the blocking off of one of the channel branches
at the northern end of Area A. This area was subsequently backfilled and built upon
with a timber framed structure, Building 7, erected. Building 7 was a well preserved
timber framed building with surviving timber joists throughout its area, upon which a
timber plank floor would possibility have sat originally. It is hard to delineate any
rooms within the building as only the timber baseplate and the internal joists survived.
However, this may suggest that this was a single internal open area, similar to
Building 4 located in the south of Area A in the previous phase (6a). This implies that
the building was a similar type of storage and warehouse building. Recorded within
the building however was a sunken amphora, [2110], set within the ground. Such in
situ amphorae have been interpreted as either storage features or sometimes
latrines. It would seem unusual if this possible warehouse had an internal latrine
installed, however, its location in the southeast corner of the building could have been
segregated off from the rest of the building. No archaeological evidence for any
partitions within the building was recorded however. The construction of this building
directly over a backfilled channel doesn’t seem to be the most obvious place to build.
Competition for space may have been a factor in this decision in what was a well
developed area of Roman Londinium. To the south of Building 10 however, a larger
area of open space appears to exist. It may have been that factors directly in the area
of Building 7, outside the limit of excavation, forced this area to be developed. It may
also have been that the landowner decided to develop and expand within his own
property boundaries, forcing the backfill of the channel.

Directly west of the revetted channel on that side of the road in Area A another
structure was indentified, Building 11. Building 11 was represented by fragmentary
structural remains including a beamslot and postholes. Little information from these
remains was forthcoming especially as such a small area of it was visible. Within the
building however two timber barrel bases were recorded, [40] & [44]. These truncated
barrel bases may represent storage features within the building, analysis of which
may provide information about what was stored within them and what this suggests
about the buildings usage and function.

Area B remained identical to the previous phase (6a above).

The large time span of this phase may be problematic. Timber framed buildings are
considered to have a life of ¢c. 20 years and perhaps even 40 or 50 years with
extensive repairs (Appendix 16). As part of the overall refining of the archaeological
sequence and the possibility of tighter dating of the various buildings across the site,
it may be that more definitive time spans may be given to the sub-phases which make
up this phase.
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made as to the type of activities, industrial or otherwise, taking place on the site. An
assemblage of over two hundred small finds was recovered from features relating to
this phase. Thirty of these were personal adornments, including hairpins, a brooch
and a bead amongst others. Toilet instruments were represented by three items.
Textile working was represented by three wooden spindles and twelve bone needles.
Household utensils included box fittings and furniture fragments. Four counters or
gaming pieces represent recreational activities. Record keeping and literacy is
represented by styli and a writing tablet. Buildings and services are indicated by
various wooden objects including slats and a weatherboard. Thirty tools, including
knives, punches and whetstones were recovered. Two fragments of pipeclay figurines
represent religious objects (Appendix 6).

Discussion of Phase 7 — Roman AD 250-350

Intense occupation of the area of the site continued into this phase but now much of
the structural evidence was more fragmentary. Some of these structures were only
represented by timber pile lines providing minimal information about their functions.
During this phase a major new phase of the eastern revetted channel was installed
along the northeast-southwest line and down to the southsouthwest to around
halfway through Area A, structures [2233], [949] & [599]/[3228]. The northern area of
this new revetting was not as wide as the one it replaced and as it continued south
through the site widened out to meet the revetment structures further south. This
decrease in width and therefore potentially the volume of water flowing through may
be due to the drop in water levels which occurred during the later Roman period.
Nonetheless, the installation of this structure and the renewed management and
control of the stream which this activity implies suggests that water management was
still an integral part of the urban landscape as late as the 3™ and 4" centuries.

Recorded in the very northern end of Area A, on the northwestern side of the revetted
channel were two structures, Buildings 12 & 13. Only the southeastern corner of
Building 12 was recorded, the rest of the structure continued beyond the limits of the
excavation. Building 12 was unusual on the site in that its walls were constructed of
tiles, mud bricks and large amphora fragments as oppose to the usual timber framed
buildings observed. Recorded in the corner of the building was a possible tile hearth
or oven, showing signs of moderate burning. Fragments of a timber barrel base were
also recorded within the building. This combination of features suggests industrial
activity was taking place within the building but only perhaps on a small scale.
Building 13, directly south of Building 12 was much more fragmentary. The remnants
of timber beams and postholes represent structural evidence; however, no other
structural elements survive. Two linear features however, both with fairly irregular
sides, may represent robber cuts along the lines of the timber sill beams. If this is the
case then these features may define the outline of Building 13.

Constructed during this phase north of Building 14 in Area A were two timber-lined
wells, [569] & [2923]. Recovered from the backfill, [728], of the construction cut of well
[569] were two coins of Constantinian issue, dating to AD 330-335 and AD 335-341.
These dates provide a terminus post quem for the well’'s construction. Well [2923]
showed signs of a later rebuild, possible using different wood. It cannot be precisely
determined which properties these wells were associated to but it seems likely that
the southern well, [569], could have been associated with Building 14 just to the
south.

Recorded in the centre of Area A during this phase was Building 14. Located in the
area of the previously existing Buildings 8, 9 & 10, this new building represents a
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slight change in alignment. Building 14 was, however, only represented by two
parallel rows of driven timber piles which originally would have supported a timber
baseplate. These minimal remains to this building can provide only basic information
about the structure such as dimensions. Like many other buildings recorded on the
site it ran up to the revetted channel which ran alongside the road. Most likely
representing a long thin strip building its eastern end continued beyond the limits of
excavation.

To the south of Building 14 another structure was recorded, Building 15. Unlike the
majority of the other buildings recorded during this phase, Building 15 had more
structural elements than just the timber piles remaining. Still fragmentary however,
Building 15 was a timber framed structure supported by driven timber piles. As with
virtually all structures on site the building would have ran up to the revetted channel
which ran parallel to the road and then extended off to the east. The area of the
building in the area of the channel was truncated however by later medieval activity.
The rest of the building continued east and south beyond the limits of the excavation.
Multiple rooms were identified with the building but only one had remains surviving
related to activities within the building and its usage. Room C in the south of the
building, only a small area of which survived, contained the base of a timber barrel,
[275]. This barrel appeared to be within a tile structure [131]. Also recorded along the
line of an internal wall dividing Room A from Room C were two whole pots, [108] &
[109]. These two pots also showed signs of being ritually ‘killed’. Such remains are
normally considered ‘foundation’ deposits associated with the construction of
buildings, normally located below floor surfaces. More detailed analysis of the finds
assemblages associated with the rooms of this building and in particular Room C
containing the barrel base, may provide information about the building’s usage and
character.

In the area between Buildings 14 & 15 a number of features were recorded
suggesting that this may also have been internal within another building or structure.
Timber-lined pits, a very degraded bored timber pipe and a number of postholes all
imply that this area was internal. The possibility exists that this area may have been
delineated by the southernmost wall of Building 14 and the northernmost wall of
Building 15. If this was the case it may have been that these buildings were similar to
the range of structures represented by Buildings 8, 9 & 10 in the previous phase (6b),
which most likely combined to form one large unit or building.

The western side of the road during this phase was represented by the revetted
channel which ran parallel to it and two apparent structures, Buildings 16 & 18. Both
of these buildings were represented by the driven timber piles which would have
supported the timber baseplates of the buildings. Because of this only minimal
information about the buildings can be interpreted. Building 16, similar to those
already recorded on the eastern side of the site, appears to be a series of strip
buildings aligned perpendicular to the road up to which they would have run. Of note
is the sheer concentration and amount of timber piles along the building lines. The
longest line encountered, passing from Area B into Area A had a large amount of
piles along its length, this may suggest that the ground was particularly soft in this
location and required more heavy piles to maintain stability. Where this pile line met
the revetted channel west of the road an area of timber planking within the channel
was recorded. This planking ran perpendicular to the line of the channel, apparently
blocking it off at its southern end. This blocking off may have been related to the
construction of Building 16.

Directly west of Building 16 and external to it was a timber-lined well, [4251].
Dendrochronological results from a number of the timbers recovered from the well
date to; the winter AD 250, spring AD 251, AD 239-75, after AD 222, AD 241-75 and
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after AD 227 (Appendix 17). It is assumed that this well would originally have been
cut from higher up in the sequence. Housing this well was another structure
represented only by driven timber piles, Building 17. More fragmentary than Building
16, Building 17 may represent an open sided external structure tacked onto the back
of Building 16 to house and cover well, [4251], which would have served the property.
A series of timber piles at the southern end between Building 16 & 17 could be
interpreted as being a corridor between the two structures which would have
continued south beyond the limit of excavation.

The large time span consigned to this phase may be problematic as with the previous
phase. As part of the overall refining of the archaeological sequence and the
possibility of more specifically dating of the various buildings across the site, it may
be that this phase can be broken down into further sub-phases.

From the artefacts recovered during this phase certain interpretations can be made
as to the type of activities, industrial or otherwise, taking place on the site. A total of
three hundred and thirty seven objects were recovered from this phase. Forty-eight
items representing personal adornments were recovered; forty-one of these were hair
pins. A handful of toilet instruments, including probes, tweezers and spoons, were
recovered. Textile manufacture was represented by ten needles. Household objects
were well represented, thirty eight objects recovered is rather more than is usual.
These include fragments of copper-alloy and lead alloy vessels, a pewter cup, and a
considerable number of box fittings and handles. Five gaming pieces or counters
represented gaming and recreation. Literacy is represented by seventeen styli. Three
hipposandals, a horseshoe fragment and a possible cart fitting represent objects
associated with transportation. Tools were well represented with a large assemblage
of thirty nine objects. These included knives, punches, saws, a file and tongs. Five
lock plates and three keys were also recovered. Possible ‘military’ equipment
included an arrowhead and a spearhead, both of which, however, could have been
used in hunting. Religious objects were represented by three fragments of pipeclay
figurines of Venus (Appendix 6).

Discussion of Phase 8 — Late Roman AD 350-420

The late Roman period was well represented across the site. The majority of the
features from this period were deeper cut ones such as the wells and the channels,
however, other smaller features were present together with some dumped deposits.
Something which cannot be determined precisely, however, is when the road which
ran through the site went out of use. In the area of the site that it was recorded no
features or other deposits seal it and therefore an accurate date cannot be given to
the end of its usage. As no building remains were present during this phase on the
site it might be assumed that the road had gone out of use during this period.
However, there is definitive evidence that occupation took place in the area, if not
directly on the site. This evidence comes mostly from pottery and other artefacts
recovered from the channel which clearly remains open during this period. More
importantly, however, was the discovery or a hoard of copper-alloy vessels from a
well which were deposited no earlier than AD 375 (discussed below). The fact that
the well was still open up to this period would suggest that it was associated with
buildings which were either located to the east of the site or which had not survived
into the archaeological record due to the widespread truncation of the 4" century
horizons.

Although the top of the sequence in the western revetted channel was truncated and
provided no evidence of very late Roman deposits the eastern channel was proved to
have remained open into the late Roman period. Certain pottery forms are indicative
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of active in the late Roman period, post AD 350. These pottery forms include;
Portchester D/Overwey Ware (PORD), German Mayen Ware (MAYEN), Oxfordshire
White Painted Red Colour Coat (OXRC) and Late Roman Calcite-gritted Ware
(CALC). Large assemblages which included many of these forms were recovered
throughout the length of the channel. This confirms that the channel remained open
into the late 4", and possibly even the early 5™ century.

8.8.3 The two timber lined wells, [569] & [2923] constructed in the previous phase remain
open into the late Roman period also. This is attested to by the discovery within well
[569] of a hoard of twenty copper-alloy, pewter and iron vessels. This hoard was
comprised of; a copper-alloy bucket, a wine bucket, a set of three nested bead-rim
dishes and two other similar dishes, the remains of a four-looped zoomorphic hanging
bowl, several cauldrons and bowls, one with a hemispherical base, an iron trivet, two
shallow one-handled bowls used as dippers, a lead-alloy small dish and flagon and
an iron ladle. Recovered from the below the hoard were two coins of the House of
Valentinian struck at Arles in the name of Gratian, dating to AD 367-375 and AD 375-
378. This provides a terminus post (guem for the deposition of this hoard; it must have
been deposited in or after AD 375%. The possibility exists however that this hoard
may have been deposited even later than AD 375, potentially even in the early 5"
century. It has been suggested that the deposition of this hoard may be a southern
outlier of a regional pattern of ritual hoarding focussed on the Cambridgeshire fens
and that such a ritual act was a communal event, marking the abandonment of this
part of Londinium with a sacrifice of prestigious objects%.

8.8.4 A handful of linear features were recorded in the northern half of Area A. These thin
gullies were all located around the area of, and alongside the revetted channel.
These gullies most likely represent drainage features associated with the channels.
The possibility exists that some of these features may even post-date the Roman
period, representing activities along the channel after it has gone out of use. Roman
pottery was recovered from the majority of these features, however, even if they did
post date the Roman period a certain amount of residual Roman pottery would be
recovered as the gullies would have been dug through Roman deposits.

8.8.5 Sealing a large part of the north of Area A was a homogenous dump deposit, [416].
This deposit also sealed the two wells, [569] & [2923]. In the south of Area B an
equivalent layer, [297], was also recorded. As dump layer [416] seals well [569] which
contained the copper-alloy hoard which was deposited late in the 4" century or
possibly the early 5 century this dump may represent the end of the Roman
sequence on the site and the abandonment of Roman Londinium.

8.8.6 From the artefacts recovered during this phase certain interpretations can be made
as to the type of activities, industrial or otherwise, taking place on the site. Personal
adornments were present in the form of pins, rings and bracelets. Two toilet
instruments were also recovered. Two needles represent textile working. Four
gaming counters suggest recreational activities. Styli are again present indicative of
literacy and record keeping. Tools are present including a hook, knife and hammer.
Fittings recovered included keys, lockplates and locks. Two individual items
recovered during this phase are of particular note; a carnelian intaglio decorated with
a legionary eagle and a shale waste core from the production of shale bracelets.
Such an item is well known from shale working sites in the Isle of Purbeck but only
one other example is known from London. It is doubtful however that its presence
here is indicative of shale working (Appendix 6).

* Gerrard, J., forthcoming, The Drapers’ Gardens Hoard: a preliminary account. Britannia.
% ibid
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Discussion of Phase 9 — Medieval

The medieval period, much like the later Roman period was represented by deeper
cut features which survived Victorian and modern truncation on site. The outline of a
structure, Building 18, was recorded. The basic structural elements which survived
were clusters of softwood timber piles upon some of which chalk post pads were
recorded. Located in the southern end of Area A Building 18 continued outside the
limit of excavation and therefore its exact dimensions are unknown. No dateable
evidence was recovered relating to Building 18. The building is ascribed to the
medieval period due to its construction style of chalk post pads supported by beech
timber piles.

Directly west of Building 18 were the remains of a large linear feature along one side
of which was recorded a collapsed line of timber planks supported by piles. This was
located directly over one of the Roman revetted channels which were in use from the
beginning of the first century AD right through to the end of the Roman period. This
feature most likely represents a similar revetted channel attempt to control the
Walbrook streams crossing through the site. After the Roman abandonment of the
City the Roman revetted channels would have fallen into disrepair. The City was
reoccupied in the late 9" century but it wasn't fully settled until after the Norman
Conquest. Dendrochronological results from the collapsed timbers of this revetment
dated to between AD 1124-1200. Recovered from the organic silt fill of this feature
was pottery dating to AD 1170-1350. A pit in the northern end of Area A also had
pottery dating to AD 1270-1350. A line of timber stakes was also recorded between
Building 17 and the revetted channel. These stakes represent a fenceline along the
edge of the revetted channel, separating it from Building 17 to the east. All of these
features are on the same alignment suggesting they are all contemporary. The late
12" century date for reoccupation of the area is compatible with the date of the first
medieval features on other sites in the Walbrook valley. As the area was marshy and
often waterlogged it was an area into which settlement did not penetrate until all other
areas within the City had been occupied.

The Augustinian Friary of Austin Friars, as illustrated on Lobel’s reconstruction on the
area c. 1270, directly east of the site was founded in 1253%. Lobel's reconstruction of
the area in both c. 1270 and c. 1520 both show the area of the site to be open, with
no buildings or other structures located there. The Copperplate map of the 1550s also
illustrates no buildings on the site. It may be that the medieval revetted channel and
Building 18, recorded on the site, may relate to occupation of the area in the years
just prior to the construction of Austin Friars directly to the east.

Discussion of Phase 10 — Post-Medieval

As already mentioned above, the area of the study site lies undisturbed on the
Copperplate map of the 1550s. The area of land occupied by the site, and other plots
around, were bought by the Drapers’ Company in 1543. The site, which was already
a garden, became the Drapers’ Gardens associated with their hall to the southeast.
The site remained open gardens until the end of the 19" century when some of the

% Mills Whipp Partnership, 2001. Revised Archaeological Desk Top Assessment of Drapers’
Gardens, London EC2, City of London. Mills Whipp Partnership, unpublished report.
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site was sold off and new roads were constructed”. This lack of development
explains the distinct lack of post-medieval intrusions recorded across the site.

8.10.2 Some post-medieval activity was recorded on site which consisted only of deeply cut
features. Recorded at the northern end of Area A was a timber barrel well, [593].
Pottery recovered from the latest fill of the well dates to AD 1650-1700. This provides
a terminus post quem for the well’'s usage. However, the date of the construction of
the well cannot be determined exactly. Further analysis of the construction style of
the timber barrel may further refine its date of installation.

8.11 Discussion of Phase 11 — Modern

8.11.1 As mentioned above the site saw modern development starting at the end of the 19"
century. This was recorded on site in the form of concrete slabs associated with
Victorian buildings. These directly sealed the archaeological deposits. Further
truncation was recorded throughout the site in the form of intrusive concrete piles and
beams associated with the 1960s Drapers’ Gardens tower. These were sealed by
concrete slabs representing the basement levels of the tower.

" Mills Whipp Partnership, 2001. Revised Archaeological Desk Top Assessment of Drapers’
Gardens, London EC2, City of London. Mills Whipp Partnership, unpublished report.
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9.1

9.11

ORIGINAL AND REVISED RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

Original Research Objectives

The original research objectives of the archaeological evaluation conducted by
MoLAS in 2003, despite being addressed within that document, are still valid for the
excavation phase of the site and were as follows®:

What is the nature and level of the natural topography?

The natural topography across the site was recorded by observation of the London
Clay during excavation and from boreholes. These results, in conjunction with those
undertaken during the evaluation in 2003%, should combine to form a fairly complete
model of the underlying natural topography across the site. The results from the
excavation do differ slightly to those from the evaluation however. The northwest
corner of the site, Area C, recorded a natural palaeochannel cutting the London Clay,
which was recorded at c. 6.70m OD. Just to the south of this an island of natural
terrace gravels were also recorded. The high point of these gravels being at c. 7.30m
OD, this area which would have stood out as a substantially higher piece of land. The
rest of the site then appears to slope gradually down to c. 4.60m OD at the south of
the site. Boreholes from Area D recorded the London Clay between 6.45m OD and
6.22m OD, apparently following the general slope down from north to south. The two
valleys interpreted from the topographic model created after the evaluation were not
definitively identified during the excavation. The western valley most likely equates to
the palaeochannel recorded in the northwest corner of the site, Area C. It may also
explain why the valley appears to stop halfway down the site on the topographic
model as the palaeochannel was recorded turning towards the southwest heading
towards 4-6 Copthall Avenue. The level of the London Clay in the area of this
palaeochannel is higher than the topographic model however; the evaluation also did
not record the area of terrace gravels. The eastern valley on the topographic model
was also not encountered directly during the excavation. However, none of the
boreholes were located directly within it and the excavated slots did not go below the
new developments foundation level of 5.50m OD. As this level is higher than the
extrapolated valley floor its presence cannot be definitively interpreted. Overall the
natural topography was one of the known general slope from north down to south
with a higher area of terrace gravels on the western half of the site. These were cut
through by the palaeochannel in Area C and most likely by one which was not
recorded running straight through Area A, as extrapolated in the topographic model
following the evaluation.

What are the earliest deposits identified?

The earliest deposits identified on site were high energy water lain gravel deposits
within a pre-Roman palaeochannel which cut through the natural London Clay. These
were presumably deposited during the Holocene when the Walbrook streams
scoured out the London Clay.

What are the latest deposits identified?

% Harward, C., 2003. Drapers’ Gardens, 12 Throgmorton Avenue, London EC2, City of
London, An Archaeological Evaluation Report. Museum of London Archaeology Service,
unpublished report.

* ibid
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The latest deposits recorded on the site were intrusive concrete foundations
associated with the 1960s building. These cut through a 19" century concrete raft
which lay directly over the archaeological deposits. Archaeologically speaking, the
latest deposits were recovered from a post-medieval pit, dating to the 18" century.

Did the pre-Roman topography and environment influence or encourage
settlement or exploitation of the Walbrook Valley?

The pre-Roman topography was one of sinuous, free-flowing streams meandering
through gravel valleys. The early Roman settlement of London took place further
south in the area of the Lower Walbrook. The presence of numerous streams across
the area of the Upper Walbrook Valley probably meant that it was not considered a
viable area for long term settlement and so sat on the periphery of the initial
settlement to the south. This problem of excessive water and flooding may also have
had its benefits due to the close proximity of a water source, something which may be
directly related to the reason why this area later became a centre for industrial
activity. As Roman Londinium expanded outward however, the area of the Upper
Walbrook Valley appears to become an intensely occupied and settled area. This was
only made possible however by the canalisation and control of the various Walbrook
streams coinciding with the mass consolidation and reclamation of the ground, raising
the low-lying area between 1.5 and 2m.

Does the site suggest any activity in the Walbrook Valley during the AD 1%t
century? If so, is it possible to define the nature of the activity?

A complex series of archaeological features were encountered dating to the AD 1%
century. Recorded in the south of Area B was a timber corduroy structure, running
eastnortheast-westsouthwest. Directly associated with this timber structure, running
parallel to it, was a ditch to the south and a channel to north. These features can be
interpreted in a number of ways; however, as a relatively small area of it was
encountered a definitive interpretation proves difficult. The date of these features is of
particular relevance. Dendrochronological results from timbers recovered from the
corduroy structure date specifically to AD 62, approximately a year after the Boudican
revolt. It is therefore assumed that these features were related to the reclamation and
re-settlement of London post-Boudican revolt. The possible interpretations of the
timber corduroy structure include a trackway, a rampart or some form of boundary.
This corduroy is best interpreted as some form of causeway or embankment which,
combined with the channel directly to its north and the ditch to the south, delineated
or demarked a boundary.

Development of this early landscape subsequently continued with the channel being
re-cut, blocked off with parallel rows of timber planking and subsequently backfilled.
Built upon this backfilled channel was another timber structure, possible representing
a boardwalk. Recorded on the northern side of the channel four small timber boxes
were recorded. Within three of these boxes human remains were encountered. These
remains all had a similar age range, they all died either at or around the time of birth.
One may have survived a few months and two of them probably didn’t reach full term
in utero. Directly next to this was a whole timber door, an anomalous feature which
may have ritual connotations. Also recorded during this period were two timber
fencelines, or palisades. These may have connected to enclose an area of the site.
However, no direct evidence of the two structures connecting was recorded, nor was
any archaeological remains relating to the potential interior of the enclosure recorded,
due to modern truncation.

Later AD 1% century activity is represented by the mass consolidation and
reclamation of the area. This began sometime after AD 70 and culminated in the
ground level being raised by as much as 2m. The area was then settlement in the
early AD 2" century.
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Can the site provide any additional information about the sequence of
revetment / consolidation of the Walbrook streams during the 2m century?

The sequence of revetting and controlling of the Walbrook tributaries and subsequent
mass consolidation is key to understanding the early development of the area during
the Roman period. Recorded across the site were multiple revetted channels dating
from the late first century AD to the fourth century AD. The full sequence of
consolidation which is well documented within the Upper Walbrook valley was also
recorded in multiple places across the site during the excavation. These cross
sections through the mass consolidation event and the detailed recording of the
revetted channels can be used better understand this reclamation and consolidation
undertaken at the end of the 1% century/early 2™ century AD.

What evidence is there for industrial activity on the site and can this be related
to evidence from other sites in the vicinity?

A large amount of evidence for industrial activity was recorded across the site. This
was in the shape of archaeological and artefactual remains. Archaeological remains
recorded across the site which suggests industrial activity include numerous ovens
within various phases of buildings and large groups of small pits filled with heavily
burnt charcoal material. A very large assemblage of animal bone was recovered, the
majority of which came from the various revetted channels, from across the site. This
assemblage represents waste materials from a variety of industrial activities including
tanning, butchery and horn working (Appendix). Within this assemblage there is also
a distinct lack of evidence for bone working, which is unusual. Very large
assemblages of artefacts, especially tools, were also recovered from across the site.
These artefacts also provide evidence for the types of activities, industrial or not,
which took place within the site. Textile manufacture is well represented by numerous
needles and spindles. A single iron bread shovel suggests baking on a larger than
domestic scale. A large variety of tools relating to various activities were recovered
throughout the site, these include; knives, hammers, files, punches, various handles,
whetstones, hooks and chisels amongst others.

The large assemblages of animal bone, artefacts and other evidence recovered from
the site, which is one of the largest ever undertaken within the area, can be compared
to the already existing corpus of information from surrounding sites. This combined
information will greatly advance the knowledge of industrial activities taking place on
the site and across the Upper Walbrook Valley, an area well attested to as a centre
for industrial activity.

What is the evidence for buildings on the site? Can the nature of this
occupation (domestic vs. industrial) be determined from the remains and/or
artefacts recovered?

Multiple timber framed buildings were recorded across the entirety of the site dating
from early second century to the medieval period. The first building on site dates to
the first half of the 2™ century AD. After this the site developed on a rapid scale with a
number of buildings being located along either side of a road running through the
centre of the site. Various phases of buildings continued through to the 4™ century AD
in one form or another. Some of these buildings can be allocated an industrial
character due to the presence of large ovens and other industrial refuse such as
charcoal filled pits. Many of the other buildings defy precise characterisation of their
nature. It seems likely that most of the buildings recorded across the site would have
a more diverse nature with domestic and industrial occupation taking place within the
same structures. Spatial analysis of the finds from within the buildings and from the
revetted channels, into which all the detritus relating the buildings and everyday
activities was discarded, may reveal more detailed information about the nature of
occupation within the many buildings.
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Was there activity on the site in the later Roman period and, if so, can the
remains and artefacts from the excavation tells us anything about the nature,
extent and date of this occupation?

Activity in the later Roman period remained relatively intense, timber framed buildings
survived on much of the eastern half of the site until at least AD 350. Constructed
around this time were two timber lined wells. Recovered from within one of these
wells was a hoard of twenty copper-alloy and pewter vessels deposited sometime
after AD 375. The presence of such an assemblage of vessels, used for the
preparation and display of food illustrates activity in the area of a moderate status.
The potential exists that this hoard was deposited as late as the 5 century which
would have implications to the extent and date of this late Roman activity. A major
revetted channel also ran through the entire length of the eastern half of the site,
recovered from the fills of this channel was a large quantity of pottery dating to the
late Roman period, post AD 350. A number of other finds including animal bone and
registered small finds were also recovered from these later revetted channel fills. The
fact that this channel remained open and in use during this period implies activity was
taking place on and around the area of the site. The aforementioned finds
assemblages can also provide information about the nature of this late Roman
activity. The small finds produced a wide range of items suggesting various activities,
these include; personal adornments such as pins, rings, bracelets and toilet
instruments, textile working is represented by needles, styli illustrate record keeping,
fittings such as locks and lockplates were also present as were a large number of
tools including hooks, knives and a hammer. These all represent a broad range of
activities typical of an urban Roman city, further analysis of which may help to define
more closely the nature and extent of late Roman activity across the site and in the
immediate surrounding area.

Is there evidence for the desertion of the area and responses to changes in
ground water conditions in the later Roman period?

Little evidence of desertion of the area or responses to changes in ground water
conditions in the later Roman period was recorded on the site. Roman timber framed
buildings occupied much of the eastern half the site until at least the mid 4" century.
Also constructed around this time were two timber lined wells, from one of which was
recovered a hoard of twenty copper-alloy and pewter vessels. These were deposited
sometime after AD 375 illustrating that activity was still taking place that late into the
4" century. It is also possible that this hoard was deposited as late as the 50 century
which would imply that settlement within the area also continued into the 5" century.
Similar hoards have been encountered elsewhere across the southeast of England
and have been interpreted as ‘closure’ deposits, marking the abandonment of a
feature such as a well, a building or an area. If such an interpretation can be seen as
correct further refining of the sequence to define more precisely when this hoard was
deposited may suggest when this area in the Upper Walbrook Valley was finally
abandoned. Sealing these wells was homogenous dump deposits covering large
areas of the site and was the main representations of post-Roman abandonment of
the area. Further study of the pottery and finds recovered from these widespread
deposits may also help to refine the final date of desertion of the area. As little
evidence of flooding appears to have been recorded the reasons for the desertion of
the area may been related to socio-political events at the end of the Roman period
such as barbarian raids and invasion.

Do the surviving deposits contain any information which might suggest the
nature of activity in this area of the city during the medieval/post-medieval
periods?

A small amount of activity dating to the medieval and post-medieval periods was
recorded on the site. A collapsed revetment structure located directly over its Roman
predecessor was dated to the latter half of the 12" century AD. Associated with this
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were a fenceline and the lowest level structural elements of building. This evidence
demonstrates that the area was settled and that the Walbrook streams were once
again being maintained. Other than this little evidence for the nature of activity during
the medieval period was recorded on site.

Even less activity was recorded for the post-medieval period in the sites
archaeological record with only a handful of cut features being recorded. The most
interesting of the post-medieval features was a timber barrel well recorded in the
north of Area A. This barrel well goes out of use in the latter half of the 17" century.
This lack of activity during the post-medieval activity is a reflectlon of the sites land
use throughout this period. Cartographic sources from the 16" century through to the
19" century show the site to be open formal gardens, in later years associated with
the Drapers’ Hall just to the southeast of the site. No development took place on the
site until the very end of the 19" century when the land was sold off and a new road
layout was imposed upon the site.

Are there any remains on the site which might help to more closely define the
date at which the marshy area was finally reclaimed and the development
commenced?

A medieval revetted channel was recorded in the south of the site directly over one of
its Roman predecessors. Dendrochronological results from the collapsed timbers of
this feature date to AD 1124-1200. Pottery recovered from the revetments organic silt
fills date to AD 1170-1350. The presence of this revetting illustrates the fact that the
Walbrook streams were once again being managed and maintained. Medieval
London is known to be once again well settled at this period; locally the Augustinian
Friary of Austin Friars, to the east of the site, is constructed in 1253. As a medieval
building was recorded on site just to the east of the revetted channel, it can only be
assumed that the Walbrook streams were under control again and the marshy area
reclaimed to enable this settlement. Therefore this reclamation and control of the area
must have happened sometime previously. However, no archaeological activity was
recorded between the medieval period described above and the late Roman period.
Therefore no new information can be gleaned as to when this reclamation occurred
precisely; only that it predated the mid 12" century.

Can the finds and environmental assemblages associated with remains of
these periods cast any light on the nature of craft and commerce in the area?

Very few artefacts were recovered dating to the medieval and post-medieval periods.
The only noteworthy assemblages, albeit fairly small, were recovered from the
medieval revetted channel and the post-medieval barrel well. Of particular note from
the medieval period was a South Hertfordshire grey ware jar which had perforations
and a residue which imply an industrial process, albeit unidentified. Further analysis
of this jar may reveal more detailed information on the industrial process which it was
used for. Recovered from the post-medieval context were sugar refining vessels
indicating that this industry was located in the vicinity. Further analysis of the small
medieval and post-medieval assemblages may glean more information about craft
and commerce in the surrounding area.

Revised Research Objectives

Following the evaluation a further series of research questions were posed'®:

19 Butler, J., 2006. Method Statement For An Archaeological Excavation At Drapers’
Gardens, London EC2, City of London. Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd, unpublished report.
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Is it possible to reconstruct the prehistoric environment of the Walbrook valley
from analysis of environment samples from the pre-Roman stream deposits?

Only a single pre-Roman stream was recorded on the site. Only a small area of it was
encountered in the northwest corner of the site, Area C. This was in an area
truncated horizontally to a deeper level than the majority of the rest of the site and
therefore only the high energy basal fluvial gravel deposits of the palaesochannel were
recorded. These deposits would not have yielded any useful environmental results
from which the prehistoric environment could have been reconstructed. Across the
rest of the site only Roman deposits and the underlying pre-Roman alluvial deposits
associated with the various streams were recorded. These continued below the new
developments formation level of 5.50m OD and therefore no opportunity to record the
pre-Roman streams and their deposits was possible.

The Walbrook valley is known to have been subject to periods of flooding.
Were these episodes due to natural events and changes or are they a response
to manmade interventions in the management of the area?

Overbank alluvial deposits were recorded across the site sealing the London Clay.
These were associated with the various pre-Roman Walbrook streams which crossed
through and in the vicinity of the site. However, little evidence of flooding during the
Roman period was recorded, despite a number of revetted channels passing through
the site. This is unusual in itself as various flooding events have been recorded on
many of the sites excavated in the surrounding area. The lack of apparent flood
deposits across the site may have been due to the amount of revetted channels
recorded across the site. These revetted channels which were continually maintained
and repaired may have been enough to control the Walbrook streams, something
which would have been vital in a heavily populated location. These flood horizons
recorded on nearby sites were due to a variety of reasons including manmade
interventions and inadequate water management features. The installation of the
stone city wall around AD 200 is also known to have caused major changes to the
Walbrook Valley both inside and outside of the wall. Subsequent to the wall’'s
construction the streams backed up causing the areas on both sides of the wall to
become very boggy and marshy. Of note here is that around the same time as the
construction of the aforementioned stone city wall in AD 200 one of the two branches
of revetted channel recorded in the north of Area A of the site was blocked off with a
revetted causeway structure and subsequently backfilled. These two events may be
directly related with the redundancy of one of the channels being a consequence of
the city walls construction. Further refining of the archaeological sequence may be
able to identify possible small flooding horizons previously unidentified.

Why was the area abandoned at times during the Roman period? Was this due
to a desertion of the area followed by a lack of management of the drainage
system followed by flooding of the land? Or conversely was the abandonment
a response to the flooding and changing natural conditions?

Little evidence of the area being abandoned during the Roman period until the very
end was recorded on site. Roman activity was recorded as early as AD 62 on the site,
with a continuous sequence of settlement right through to the mid to late 4" century.
A possible indicator of the abandonment of the area was a hoard of copper-alloy
vessels recovered from a timber lined well. This timber lined well is tightly dated;
recovered from the backfill of the construction cut were two coins of Constantinian
issue, dating to AD 330-335 and AD 335-341. This provides a terminus post quem for
the construction of the well. This in itself is evidence for occupation during the latter
part of the Roman period. Recovered from below the hoard of 20 copper-alloy
vessels were two coins of the House of Valentinian struck at Arles in the name of
Gratian, dating to AD 367-375 and AD 375-378. This provides a terminus post quem
for the deposition of this hoard; it must have been deposited in or after AD 375. The
potential exists that this hoard may even have been deposited sometime later than
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this date, possibly even into the 5" century. Such ritual deposits are sometimes
thought of as ‘closure’ deposits, signifying the abandonment of an area or buildingm.
If this is the case, it may provide a potential date of abandonment to the area during
the Roman period.

e The evaluation produced a surprisingly large proportion of 3™ century pottery.
What is the nature of the 3™ century activity on the site?

The excavation recorded a sequence of Roman archaeology from the 1% to 4"
centuries. Large assemblages of pottery were recovered dating to virtually the entire
Roman occupation. Therefore it is unsurprising that the excavation recovered a large
proportion of pottery dating to the 3 century. The 3 century was one of intense
activity on site. With the installation of a road and revetted channels across the site in
the early Roman period numerous buildings, and phases of buildings, were then
erected and the area became densely populated right through to the mid 4" century.
The 3" century was a continuation of this occupation of the area with timber framed
strip buildings located along the road, within which evidence of industrial and craft
activities were recorded including kiln/oven structures.

¢ Ritual activity from the Roman period has been attested on a number of sites in
the City and Southwark, including the deposition of 20-30 skulls in the
Walbrook immediately to the north of the subject site. What evidence of
Romano-British ritual can be learnt from the deposition of finds, both organic
and inorganic, in the Walbrook?

As with many other sites throughout the Walbrook Valley, a ritual element to finds
deposited in the various channels cannot be overlooked. The ritual aspect of the
Walbrook valley has recently been discussed'®. Votive offerings in and around
watery places are well attested to before, and after, the Roman period. However,
such a ritual approach will always be problematic and may never be fully proven. The
skulls mentioned in the question have counter theories to the ritual aspect; the main
one being the result of incidental erosion, accidental drowning, suicide and fluvial
action. Recovered across the site were a number of human skulls, much like those
from the site immediately to the north. These were deposited within the various
channels across the site and also from within other features such as pits and dump
deposits. A number of other disarticulated human bones were also recovered from
across the site. None of the finds recovered from Drapers’ Gardens particularly prove
either the ritual theory or the rational theory mentioned above. It does seem unusual
however that if incidental erosion disturbed buried remains upstream then you would
expect to recover a more diverse selection of human bones and not mostly skulls
(see Appendix 19).

From the finds recovered during the excavation the major evidence for ritual activity
were the fragments from pipeclay figurines of Venus and a Mother goddess. Other
items have been identified as possibly having ritual connotations, these include thirty
bent styli, toilet instruments and other objects. The styli in particular are all bent in a
virtually identical fashion, something which has been identified as having ritual
significance (Appendix 6). A number of ‘killed’ pots have also been identified along
with specific vessels usually associated with ritual (Appendix 1). Analysis of the
spatial distribution of these potentially ritual items across the site, and more
importantly from within the various channels, may provide more evidence and
information about the ritual aspect of the Walbrook valley.

Worthy of note however, although not recovered from the Walbrook itself is the hoard
of twenty copper-alloy and pewter vessels encountered within a timber lined well on
the site. Discussed in more detail elsewhere such deposits have ritual and rational

1" Gerrard, J., forthcoming The Drapers’ Gardens Hoard: a preliminary account. Britannia.
12 Clark, J., Cotton, J., Hall, J., Sherris, R., Swain, H., 2008. Londinium and Beyond Essays
on Roman London and its hinterland for Harvey Sheldon, CBA Research Report 156
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explanations. The rational explanation has the hoard hidden for some reason with the
expectation of recovering it when any possible danger is over. Such deposits have
also been interpreted as ritual offerings, signifying the abandonment of a building or
area. Such hoards have been recorded elsewhere in the southeast of England and
are usually accompanied by unusual faunal remains. Recorded above the hoard of
twenty vessels was virtually the entire skeleton of a young, possibly only a few
months old, red deer. This adds further weight to the hoard’s ritual interpretation. A
horse skull and a pit filled with cremated animal bone were also possible evidence of
foundation deposits placed below buildings for ritual reasons.

¢ When was this area of the city finally abandoned in the Roman period?

As discussed above Roman archaeology dating from the middle of the 1% century
right through to the end of the 4"/early 5" century was recorded on the site. A
possible indicator of the abandonment of the area of the site was the hoard of copper
alloy vessels recovered from a timber lined well, mentioned above. The construction
of this well is tightly dated and a terminus post quem for the deposition of the hoard is
provided by two coins of the House of Valentinian struck at Arles in the name of
Gratian, dating to AD 367-375 and AD 375-378 located below the hoard. This
provides the terminus post quem for the deposition as in or after AD 375. The
possibility does exist, however, that this hoard was deposited even later that this
date, possibly as late as the early 5 century. As discussed above such ritual
deposits are sometimes thought of signifying the abandonment of an area or
buildingm, possibly providing a potential date for the abandonment of the area during
the Roman period. Stratigraphically only widespread homogenous layers were
recorded before medieval activity occurred on the site. These layers will also provide
more detailed dating to the final abandonment of the area in the Roman period.

e What is the first evidence of occupation or exploitation of the area after the
Roman period?

The first evidence of activity after the Roman period dated, via dendrochronology and
recovered pottery, to the mid 12" century with a revetted channel being recorded.
This revetment structure was located directly over one of its Roman predecessors in
the south of Area A. Directly east of this revetted channel was the basic structural
elements of a building. As a building appears to be in use at this point, it can be
assumed that control of the Walbrook has again been achieved and any marshy
areas reclaimed. Therefore these activities must have begun sometime earlier;
however, no archaeological evidence for this was recorded.

e Can the nature of local flora be determined by analysis of environmental
samples?

A number of environmental samples were taken from a variety of deposits across the
site. Assessment of these samples has been carried out (Appendix 22) and further
analysis will lead to conclusions regarding the nature of the local environment and
flora being made. The conclusions have been organised by phase which should
reflect the changing usage of the landscape as it becomes more urban and settled.
No evidence of the vegetation cover was recovered relating to Phase 2. Phase 3
recorded pollen from the daisy and grass families suggesting an open environment
modified by human activity. Waterlogged wood of beech, hazel and oak indicated
woodland utilisation. The majority of the environmental samples relating to Phase 4
were from the dumped deposits relating to the mass consolidation of the ground.
Therefore they do not directly represent the local environment and may not be
contemporaneous with that period of occupation. Pollen from Phase 5 indicates
woodland and grasslands on the margins of the streams. A wide range of

1% Gerrard, J., forthcoming The Drapers’ Gardens Hoard: a preliminary account. Britannia.
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waterlogged wood of alder, hazel, holly, ash, willow, elm, pine and oak illustrates
woodland utilisation. The pollen preservation from Phase 6 was poorer than the
previous phases but it did indicate grassland and open woodland. Waterlogged wood
of hazel, oak, willow, alder and maple indicated woodland utilisation. Pollen
preservation was also poor from Phases 7, 8 & 9 and indicated a similar floral and
waterlogged wood assemblage to Phase 6.

Do the finds recovered from the infilled Walbrook streams and the dumped
material conform to previously known assemblages?

No infilled Walbrook streams were recorded across the site. Only natural high energy
fluvial palaeochannel fills were recorded and the later fills of the Roman revetted
canalisation of the streams. The mass dump material which followed the infilling of
the Walbrook streams was recorded across virtually the entirety of the site. These
dump deposits, consolidating and raising the ground level in preparation for
subsequent settlement, have been recorded across many other sites in the vicinity.
Sites such as 10-12 Copthall Avenue (COV 87), directly west of the site, Northgate
House (MRG 95) slightly further west of the site and 2-3 Cross Key Court (OPT 81)
and 15-35 Copthall Avenue (KEY 83) all recorded this dumped material. Finds
recovered from the dumps from these sites included leather shoes and leather waste,
bone and glass, much of which suggested industrial processes. These finds all
conform with those recovered from the dumped material recorded across the site, a
mixed assemblage of animal bone, leather waste, pottery and various building
material.

What is the importance of timber structures and objects in determining the
nature of Roman timber technology?

Without the survival of timber structures and objects the nature of Roman timber
technology could not be completely and accurately determined. This is especially true
in a province on the periphery of the Roman Empire where things were not always
undertaken in the pro forma Roman technique. The area of the site lies in the
Walbrook valley, an area described as “a nationally important waterlogged repository
of Roman timber structures” (see Appendix 16). The area is well known as a wetland
zone where water logging and the lack of air has meant remarkable preservation of
organic remains including woodwork. Numerous sites excavated around the area
from the post-War era to the more systematic excavations from the 80s and 90s
onwards have encountered timber structures and objects. These have been very
similar to those recorded at Drapers’ Gardens, including building remains,
revetments, fences and wells. The site recorded a number of typical and atypical, and
unusual, timber structures. Amongst these unusual finds were little known carpentry
details recorded with regard to Building 1 in phase 5a and an unusual construction
technique used in a well lining in phase 7. These are only two of a number of these
rare and unusual techniques and finds. Waterlogged sites preserving Roman timber
are however a disappearing resource, placing more emphasis on the importance of
the sites Roman timber assemblage in furthering the knowledge of Roman timber
technology. Therefore further study of the woodwork recovered, especially the more
unusual detail and objects, from the site will be made and the results will be
combined with the known corpus of timber from other sites in the Walbrook valley and
from wider afield in Roman London.

How does the site and its recording of the Walbrook and its environs compare
with other observations from within the Walbrook Valley?

The site’s recording of the Walbrook valley is comparable to many other excavations
in the immediate vicinity. Like many of these sites it shows a sequence of pre-Roman
streams through the low-lying ground before being infilled and the land consolidated
during the late1st/early 2 century. As part of this formalised program of reclamation
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a number of phases of drainage ditches were constructed, many revetted with timber
piles and planking, effectively canalising the various Walbrook streams. The ground
was also raised considerably upon which roads were constructed alongside which
revetted Walbrook channels served as roadside drains. Subsequently timber framed
buildings were erected and intense settlement began. This sequence of events is well
documented elsewhere; sites such as 10-12 Copthall Avenue (COV 87), directly west
of the site recorded a number of dumped deposits levelling and raising the ground for
early 2M century buildings. Northgate House (MRG 95) slightly further west of the site
also recorded dumped deposits to raise and stabilise the ground level onto which
settlement activity began in the early 2 century. Excavations at 2-3 Cross Key Court
(OPT 81) and 15-35 Copthall Avenue (KEY 83) again recorded dumps which raised
the ground level. However, the site also recorded early Roman activity pre-
reclamation and later 4‘h/possibly 5 century activity. Such activity may not have been
encountered elsewhere because of truncation but also the large open area
excavation at Drapers’ Gardens enabled a greater insight into the Roman sequence
and the almost untruncated nature of the deposits allowed whole buildings to be
recorded.

What influence did the construction of the city wall have on the management of
the Walbrook? Can comparisons be made between the Walbrook valley both
within and outside the city walls?

No obvious influences on the management of the Walbrook following the construction
of the city wall around AD 200 can be inferred across the site. Of note however was
that one of the two branches of revetted channel at the northern end of Area A
appeared to become redundant at around the same time as the city wall's
construction in AD 200. This channel was blocked off with a revetted causeway
structure and subsequently backfilled, upon which a timber framed building was later
erected. The natural conclusion of blocking off this channel would have been water
backing up further north and ultimately spilling its banks and flooding. No evidence of
this was recorded on the site but it would have been centred further north outside the
site’s limits. It may have been therefore that with the blocking of this channel that it
may have been diverted elsewhere further north along its line. The fact that this event
occurred around the same time as the city wall's construction may only be
coincidental but further study of the surrounding sites archaeological sequences, in
particular 8-10 Throgmorton Avenue (TGM 99), could provide further information
regarding any influence the city wall had on the management of the Walbrook.

General comparisons between the Walbrook valley both within and outside the city
walls can be made. However, the area of the upper Walbrook valley, particularly in
the area of the site, has a very individual character due to the sheer number of
streams located in such a small area. This would make managing these streams
problematic, but it was something which was integral to day to day life, especially in
what was a highly populated area.

What impact did the construction of the existing building have on the
archaeological deposits?

The construction of the 1960s Richard Seifert designed Drapers’ Gardens tower
impacted the underlying archaeological deposits to a variety of depths. The central
core of the tower completely truncated all archaeological deposits down to the
London Clay. Area C was also truncated down to the natural London Clay, however,
a palaeochannel was recorded in this area. The western side of the site, Area B, was
truncated down to between 7.90m OD and 7.70m OD. The eastern side of the site,
Area A, appeared to be constructed upon an earlier, Victorian, concrete raft. This
Victorian activity had truncated this area down to between 8.50m OD and 7.90m OD.
Numerous concrete piles and a small number of concrete beams across the entirety
of the site, relating to the 1960s tower, completely truncated the archaeological
deposits in very localised areas.
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9.3

The excavation work undertaken raises further research questions.

Can a military presence be identified from the finds relating to the early Roman
activity on the site?

Can a parallel for the early Roman timber corduroy structure, dated to AD 62,
be found within London? Can its exact function be determined?

Normally infant remains are discarded with little care and attention and often
buried below buildings and floors as ‘foundation’ deposits. Can parallels for
the apparent careful burial of the infants within timber boxes be found? How
does the whole timber door, laid flat upon the ground, relate to these infant
burials?

Can analysis of the associated finds assemblages determine the character and
function of the palisade enclosure?

Can the various pre-Roman Walbrook streams be more accurately located
following the new results of the excavation?

Can the mass consolidation and reclamation event be more accurately dated?
How long did this potentially staged process take? Can the location of where
these dump deposits were imported from be accurately determined?

Can the possible early road surface [681] be associated with any buildings or
settlement activity?

Can any parallels be found to the unusual timber framed Building 1? Do the
finds associated with this building determine its function? In particular are
there any explicitly ritual finds confirming its potential usage as a temple?

Can the various timber framed buildings recorded across the site be more
accurately dated? Can their exact usage be determined from the finds
assemblages?

Can the evolution of nominal Building 2 be more precisely determined? Can its
function as a large scale building be determined?

Can the finds from the various channels identify any potential ritual deposits
within them? One particular fill from a channel, [1708], appears to have a
number of unusual and rare items, including a glass inkwell, only the second
example from London found, a glass medallion with a head on it, clipped from a
jug, and a number of coins of contemporaneous date, possibly representing a
small hoard. Can further analysis of the finds from this channel fill reveal more
information about ritual activity in the Walbrook?

Can spatial analysis of the finds from within the channel help to determine the
functions, including industrial activities, of the various buildings across the
site?
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Can the volume and speed of water flowing through the various revetted
channels be determined? Do these reflect changing water levels throughout the
Roman period?

Can the sequence of buildings recorded on the site help to accurately
determine the life span of timber framed buildings during the Roman period?

An apparent lack of flooding from the channels was recorded across the site.
Can further analysis and refining of the sequence identify any flood horizons,
potentially being associated with the disuse and rebuilding of structures?

Can the blocking off of one of the channels in the northern end of the site
around AD 200 be related to the construction of the masonry city wall around
the same time? How does this relate to the archaeological sequence as
recorded in 8-10 Throgmorton Avenue (TGM 99) directly to the north?

Can the late Roman activity on the site be more definitively characterised?

Can the deposition of the copper-alloy hoard recovered from the well be more
precisely dated? Can the reason for its deposition within the well ever be
determined?

Will refining the archaeological sequence aid in more accurately determining
the final abandonment of the area in the late Roman period?

Does the medieval activity on the site represent the next settlement of the site
after the Roman abandonment?
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10.1

10.1.1

10.1.2

10.1.3

10.1.4

IMPORTANCE OF THE RESULTS, PROPOSALS FOR FURTHER
WORK AND PUBLICATION OUTLINE

Importance of the Results

The investigations at Drapers’ Gardens have produced one of the most significant
archaeological sites in the City of London in recent years. The site is certainly the
best preserved large site to have been excavated within the Upper Walbrook Valley.
As the area was largely turned over to gardens for most of its history due to the
marshy nature of the land the site has escaped widespread truncation caused by
medieval and post-medieval pitting and cellars on other sites. With the obvious
exception of the central part of the site in which all archaeological remains had been
removed with the construction of the 1960s tower, a series of perfectly preserved
Roman horizons were revealed. This revealed a c. 46m length of revetted channel of
the Walbrook to be investigated together with its associated road and the remains of
some 17 buildings which lined the road over a period of some 300 years. Unusually
for Roman sites in the City because of the lack of truncation not only were whole
buildings observed but individual rooms within structures could be identified allowing
layouts of the premises to be attempted.

One of most significant aspects of the site was the large assemblages of artefacts
that were recovered. Large assemblages of pottery, animal bone, ceramic building
material and leather were retrieved from the site. Such assemblages have the
potential to provide significant information on the lifestyles, material goods, trade and
diet of the Roman inhabitants of Londinium. Pride of place on the site must of course
go to the hoard of metal vessels recovered from the late 4" century well which is of
national and even international significance. However, the well preserved small finds,
including large numbers of metal and wooden objects, are in many ways of equal
significance in helping to determine the nature of objects that were present in the
everyday lives of the Romano-British. Several fittings from and pieces of wooden
furniture were found which are unusual survivals as the anaerobic and waterlogged
conditions on site led to the almost perfect preservation of both organic and metal
objects. Athough a number of metal objects have been recovered from the Walbrook
channels over the years the vast majority have no precise provenance, the finds from
the present site are well stratified and closely dated and may help refine the dating of
similar objects recovered by builders and contractors over the years.

The site is of major importance in determining the course of the tributaries of the
upper reaches of the River Walbrook. Three or possibly four stream channels were
predicted to cross the site. It is important to differentiate between the natural streams
of the Walbrook and those that have been diverted and revetted by the Romans. The
site provided significant information about both the prehistoric and Roman Walbrook
which taken together with the results of other archaeological investigations in the
vicinity and borehole data previously carried out on the present site will help to
construct a better topographic model of the area.

The early Roman activity on site is of great significance for the history of Roman
London. The corduroy, whether it represents a trackway or part of a boundary
rampart, is an unparallelled find for Roman London. The date of AD 62 is of course
significant as it suggest that the corduroy was laid in the immediate aftermath of the
Boudican revolt and was part of the rebuilding of the settlement after the destruction.
It would suggest an attempt to either mark a boundary to the rebuilt town or at least a
beginning to the exploitation of the Upper Walbrook Valley. It represents the earliest
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10.1.6

10.1.7

10.1.8

activity as yet found within the area. The possible enclosure, infant burials and
possible ritualised landscape represented by the cemetery, door and amphora are
also unique finds for Roman London and are worthy of further study.

The consolidation of the area with the mass dumping to raise the ground and the
transformation of the landscape from one of waterlogged marshland to a settled area
with a major road, revetted channels and the first buildings has been an occurrence
hinted at on other sites in the Upper Walbrook Valley. On Drapers’ Gardens it is the
sheer quantity of evidence of the transformation which is significance. A 46m long
area was studied in detail and the development of buildings with associated domestic,
industrial and craft activities was seen across the site whereas on previous sites
piecemeal survival allowed only a glimpse of such settlement and activities.

The survival of building wall baseplates, together with clay walls often with surviving
painted wall plaster adhering and floors constructed from such different mediums as
wood, opus signinum, clay and beaten earth has allowed the layout of many of the
buildings to be determined with individual rooms with associated ovens/hearths and
drainage to be revealed. On many sites the truncation caused by later pitting and
cellars has meant that only glimpses of Roman structures were forthcoming, on
Drapers’ Gardens whole rooms were able to be reconstructed. A number of
interesting building types were apparent which will add to our knowledge of the area.
The enigmatic possibly square Building 1 with its possible ambulatory invites
comparisons with Romano-Celtic temples. Building 2, which appeared to grow from
smaller individual elements to form a large structure with an internal corridor
surrounding an open courtyard, suggests the appearance of a macellum or market
building. The small Building 4 has one of the best surviving timber floors from Roman
London and its wattle construction is an unusual building technique for the Roman
period. Further analysis of these structures and many of the others found on site
together with their associated finds assemblages may help to determine their nature
and use.

Although late 4" century buildings were not found on the site which may either be a
product of the fact that later truncation had removed these horizons or that they were
further from the road and the revetted channels than previous phases and thus
located off the site, there was important evidence of late Roman activity. The two 4"
century wells and the large assemblage of late 4" century pottery recovered from the
latest fills of the eastern revetted channel suggest that occupation of this part of the
Upper Walbrook Valley continued right up to the end of the roman period. The hoard
of metal vessels might also suggest that a building of some status was present in the
near vicinity. This late Roman activity and the artefacts associated with it is a
significant finding for the site and will be studied in detail at analysis stage.

The first medieval activity on site would appear to be dated to the second half of the
12" century and suggest that reoccupation of the area after the Roman period did not
occur until less marshy and less inaccessible areas of the city had been settled. The
dating of reoccupation of different parts of the Upper Walbrook valley will help to add
to the picture of the growth of London during the medieval period. The stretch of
medieval Walbrook which was found on the eastern part of the site is an interesting
discovery and was the only remains of the previous 3-4 Walbrook streams found on
the site. It is probable that once the Roman revetments failed that the various
channels of the river would have attempted to run on their old courses. While deeper
truncation on the western side of the site precluded the survival of any of the
medieval western channels the width of the medieval Walbrook on the east, c. 6m, is
significant as it is much wider than the channels which the Romans tried to confine it
to within revetments and much nearer to the c. 8m width of the pre-Roman
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palaeochannel found in the northwest corner of the site. This continuing
transformation of the Walbrook will be a further avenue of investigation.

Further Work

The phasing of the site will be refined following further analysis of the building layouts
and further analysis of the coins and the pottery, especially the Samian ware. The
archaeological sequence will be compared to other sites in the vicinity to place the
results in a Walbrook-wide context, but especially concentrating on the Upper
Walbrook valley. Further research will be undertaken on the form, development and
history of Roman development on other sites from within the Walbrook to place the
Drapers’ site within a general pattern of development and activity. Previous sites,
both published and unpublished, will be studied, if archives are available, in order to
inform on the activity, history and development of the site.

The finds assemblages will be further analysed and spatial distribution of material
across the site will be attempted in order to attempt to determine the function of
certain buildings and rooms within buildings if possible. Further study of the finds
assemblages will help to determine the nature of the activity on site and whether it is
domestic, industrial or craft related. If possible zoning of such occupations will be
attempted. Further work for individual finds assemblages will follow as far as possible
the recommendations as outlined in the individual specialist reports (see appendices).

A study of the water management of the Walbrook stream on the site will be
conducted by Tony Taylor. This study will use an examination of a numerical water
discharge model of the Walbrook valley to postulate likely water flows through
Drapers’ Gardens at various periods of the site development. The water flows will
then be tested against the discharge characteristics of the revetted channels based
on their measured dimensions, construction and Iongitudinaldgradient. This part of the
study may throw some light on the effect if any of the 2™ century defensive wall
construction constricting the Walbrook flows. Where information is available, the
downstream flows will also be checked against other sites comparing water levels
and gradients. The study may shed some further light on the Walbrook as a water
resource.

Publication Outline

The complexity and significant nature of the archaeological sequence found during the
excavation of Drapers’ Gardens warrants comprehensive publication. It is therefore
recommended that the site be published as part of the Pre-Construct Archaeology
monograph series. A brief synopsis of the proposed monograph contents are detailed
below although details of the layout should not be considered fixed as they may be
subject to revision later in the publication process. The publication will to a large
extent be a synthetic text with much of the finds information integrated into the main
text. However, certain key aspects of the finds assemblages will be discussed in
chapters devoted to specialist reports. Catalogues and tables will to a large extent not
be included in the publication but will either be appended on an accompanying
compact disc or available on a relevant website. It is proposed that the publication will
be in the order of 300-400 pages in length. The monograph will be peer reviewed by
one or more archaeologists who are deemed experienced in this area of research.
Individuals will be approached once the draft is nearing completion.
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Archaeological Investigations at Drapers’ Gardens

By Neil Hawkins
PCA Monograph Series

Frontispiece
Title Page
Contents
Contributors
Figures
Tables
Summary

Acknowledgements

Chapter 1 Introduction
Circumstances of the Investigations

A general introduction to the site detailing the background to the archaeological
investigations

The Monograph and the Archive

The format of the publication is discussed and the location and quantity of the archive
is detailed.

Geology and Topography

The geology and topography of the site will be discussed at length. Previous models
of the area especially with regard to the pre-Roman Walbrook will be discussed. The
evidence from the site will challenge the previous models and suggest a new model
based on the most up to date information from the Drapers’ Gardens and surrounding
sites.

Archaeological and Historical Background

The archaeological and historical background of the area will be discussed especially
with regard to other sites in the Walbrook Valley.

Chapter 2 Early Roman Activity

The 1% century activity on site will be described concentrating on the corduroy and
channel together with the palisades and the infant burials and door. The occupation
on site prior to massive consolidation of the marshland will be characterised.

Chapter 3 Consolidation and transformation of the landscape

The Roman sequence consisting of the consolidation of the area, the controlling of
the Walbrook by revetments, the construction of the road and the erection of the first
buildings on the site will be described. The development of the occupation on site will
be related with the function of different buildings and rooms within structures
described. Activities taking place on site will be characterised whether they are
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domestic, industrial or craft related in nature and different zones of activity will be
attempted through study of the finds assemblages.

Chapter 4 Late Roman Occupation and the Hoard

Late Roman occupation will be described with emphasis on the late Roman pottery
recovered from the revetted Walbrook channel. The Hoard of metal vessels
recovered from the late 4™ century well will be described and discussed in detail.

Chapter 5 The Medieval and Post-Medieval Archaeological Sequence

The activity after the end of the Roman period until the post-medieval period will be
described focusing on medieval drainage and controlling of the Walbrook and the first
post-Roman structures being established on the site. The subsequent history of the
site will be explored with reference to map evidence.

Chapter 6 Specialist Reports

Roman Pottery by James Gerrard with contributions by Gwladys Monteil
(samian), David Williams (Amphora) and Kay Hartley (mortaria)

Post-Roman Pottery by Chris Jarrett

Coins by James Gerrard

Small Finds by James Gerrard

The Metal Vessels Hoard by James Gerrard
Inscriptions & Grafitti by Roger Tomlin

Iron Slag and Related Debris by Lynne Keys
Glass by John Shepherd

Building Materials by Kevin Hayward
Painted Wall Plaster by Berni Sudds
Leather by Quita Mould

Human Bone by Kathelen Sayer

Animal Bone by Kevin Rielly

The Timber by Damian Goodburn
Environmental Samples by Nick Branch and QUEST

Chapter 7 Discussion of Roman and Medieval Activity

A discussion of the Roman activity will begin by placing the site in its topographic and
geological context. The early Roman activity will be discussed and compared to other
sites in the city at this time in the aftermath of the Boudican revolt. The consolidation
and transformation of the area with the revetting of the Walbrook, the construction of
the road and the erection of buildings alongside the road will be discussed. The
evidence from the site will be compared with that of other sites along the Walbrook
Valley especially with regard to those within the Upper Walbrook Valley but also
those in the Middle and Lower parts of the valley. The buildings will be compared to
contemporary structures from the rest of Londinium. The late Roman activity will be
compared to other dated occupation in the city. Comparisons of the large finds
assemblages will be made with those from other large sites in the City most notably
No. 1 Poultry. The medieval reoccupation of the site and the managing of the
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Walbrook will be compared to the date of such activity on other sites within the Upper
Walbrook Valley.

Chapter 8 Conclusions

The significance of the site as a whole will be discussed, detailing what new aspects
of Roman London have been discovered from an analysis of the archaeological
remains and artefacts from the site at Drapers’ Gardens.
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CONTENTS OF THE ARCHIVE

Paper Records
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APPENDIX 1: ROMAN POTTERY ASSESSMENT

James Gerrard
Introduction

The excavations produced a substantial assemblage of 44,544 sherds weighing 1570.742kgs
(1447.58 EVEs). This material survived in a variety of states from very abraded to fresh with a
spread in assemblage size from very small (1-30 sherds) to large (100+ sherds) and very
large (several boxes). There were a number of groups and examples of intact or semi-
complete vessels as well as a variety of amphora, samian, mortaria and other exotica.

Methodology and recording

The methodology used for recording this ceramic assemblage is based on the scheme
proposed by the Museum of London Specialist Services and widely used in London and its
immediate hinterland (Symonds 2002; Rayner and Seeley 2008). The pottery types and
fabrics have been recorded using Museum of London form and fabric codes except where
reference to other typologies allows greater precision of description or dating (for instance
Young 1977, Lyne and Jefferies 1979). The pottery has been quantified using the standard
measures of sherd count, weight and Estimated Vessel Equivalents (EVEs) and all data has
been recorded directly into an Access 2000 database. The database design is that used by
medieval and post-medieval pottery specialists within Pre-Construct Archaeology (with some
variation) and is ultimately based on standards established by the Museum of London’s
Archaeology and Specialist Services (Symonds 2002). A copy of this database is available for
consultation in the archive.

Once the pottery was quantified, ‘specialist wares’ (samian, amphora and unusual mortaria)
were extracted for further analysis. In the samian’s case much of this analysis has been
undertaken by Dr Gwladys Monteil and her report is provided below. The amphorae and
mortaria assemblages have been summarised and await specialist comment. Further
discussion of this can be found below.

Fabrics

A wide variety of fabrics were present and virtually all of these are already well attested from
other excavations in London and Southwark. Table 1 lists all of the fabrics by MoLAS fabric
code, provides a common name for the fabric and a number of sherds to indicate its
scarceness or otherwise. There are some fabrics that are, for a number of methodological
reasons, under-represented in the assemblage. This is particularly noticeable in the case of
Copthall Close Grey Ware (CCGW) and Local Coarse White Slipped Ware (LCWS) where
confusion with AHSU or SAND and VCWS fabrics can happen with relative ease. These
issues and some of the more problematic identifications were discussed with Dr Malcolm
Lyne who provided guidance and advice.

‘Specialist wares’
The samian

The entire samian assemblage was identified and quantified by Dr Gwladys Monteil. It is the
subject of a separate report (see Appendix 2).

The amphorae

The excavations produced 3881 sherds of amphorae weighing 627.227kg. The majority of the
amphorae sherds were from Gaulish wine amphorae or Baetican ‘Dressel 20’ olive oil
amphorae (Table 2). A single Gauloise 1 amphora (SF1454) from Phase 4 context [1045]
bears a painted ink inscription and four Dressel 20 rims have post-firing inscriptions (SF1058,
[4496]; SF840, [3911]; SF1150, [4250] and SF1456, [1758]) that relate to the vessel’s reuse
(van der Werff 2003) (see Appendix 14). Other sherds from these thick-walled vessels seem
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to have been reused as building materials (Phase 7 wall [1789]). There are also two
examples of these large vessels being deliberately set in the ground or in a channel. The first
is a rimless Baetican amphora [2110] associated with Phase 6b Building [2525] and the
second was also a Baetican amphora [4546] and placed in Phase 3b channel [4548]. The
remainder of the amphorae assemblage includes fragments from Campanian wine amphorae
and North African vessels and a large assemblage of unsourced fragments.

There is a single amphora stamp on a sherd of Baetican amphora [341]. It reads RC.G, which
is not listed in either Callender’s (1965) or Funari’s (1995) work.

It is recommended that the amphorae assemblage be examined by Dr David Williams.
The mortaria

The mortaria assemblage accounts for some 1051 sherds weighing 113.762kg. Almost half of
this material (458 sherds, 53.485kg) was manufactured in the early Roman VRW and VCWS
fabrics. Most of these sherds were probably produced in the Walbrook Valley at the Moorgate
kilns (Seeley and Drummond-Murray 2005) or other, as yet unidentified, sites. Mortaria forms
represented in these fabrics are predominantly 7BEF and 7HOF. The remainder of the
assemblage is dominated by products of the late Roman kilns in Oxfordshire (OXWW,
OXWS, 178 sherds, 14.587kg) with forms 7M18, 7M22 and 7WC7 accounting for the majority
of vessels. Rarer forms include 7M2, 7M10, 7M14, 7M19, 7M21. The 7M2, 7M10 and 7M14
are (if correctly identified) unusual early Roman occurrences of OXWW in Londinium (Young
1977). The remainder of the mortaria includes material from a variety of sources with definite
continental (RHMO / SOLL) products present.

The mortarium assemblage (with the exception of standard Oxfordshire and ‘Verumlamium
Region’ products should be examined by Kay Hartley. This includes twenty-six partial or
complete mortarium stamps.

Potential groups for publication

The potential of the Drapers’ Garden pottery assemblage to support statistical analysis is
high. Debate rages over how large a group of pottery should be to enable such analyses
(Orton et al. 1993, 166-181). A minimum of twenty EVEs has been suggested in some
quarters (Orton and Pearce 1984, 35) but in practice groups as small as five EVEs have been
published (for instance Drummond-Murray et al. 2002, Table 93). At Drapers’ Gardens fifty-
five individual contexts contain more than 5 EVEs and sixteen contexts contain more than 10
EVEs (Table 3). Furthermore, some of these groups are associated with good coin dates or
dendrochronological dates (see Appendices 9 & 17). Thus all of these contexts are
candidates for potential publication and larger, statistically more valid groups, can be created
once the pottery from particular groups of contexts (or instance contemporary channel fills,
levelling layers etc) is considered.

Discussion of the Pottery by Phase
Phase 3: AD 50-70 (Fig. 1)

A total of 31.58 EVEs of Romano-British pottery was recovered from Phases 3a and 3b. The
combined assemblage is dominated by South Gaulish samian (SAMLG) and ‘Verulamium
region’ products (VRW, VCWS, VRG). At this date such vessels are likely to have been made
outside of the London area as the Moorgate kilns were not yet functioning (Seeley and
Drummond-Murray 2002). The Copthall Close Greyware (CCGW) is likely to be intrusive in
this phase. Other types of pottery present include ‘Early Roman Sandy wares’ (ERSA,
ERSB), products of the Highgate Wood kilns (HWB, HWC) and Alice Holt / Surrey ware
(AHSU). In many respects the assemblage is typical of what Davies et al. (1993, 186-192)
termed ‘Roman Ceramic Phase 1b’, which they dated to c. AD 60-75.

The assemblage from sub-Phase 3a is too small to be of much statistical use (3.35 EVEs) but
appears to be more characteristic of ‘Roman Ceramic Phase 1a’ (Davies et al. 1993, 167-
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186) (c. AD 50-60). South-Gaulish samian (SAMLG) predominates with other fines wares
mainly represented by the fine micacaeous (FMIC) fabrics and the coarsewares split between
AHSU, HWB, SAND and VRW. There is little that feels ‘military’ in this assemblage (LYON
being absent, for instance), although closer analysis of the samian forms present might shed
some light on this issue.

Phase 4: AD 70-120 (Fig. 2)

Phase 4 deposits and features produced a total of 72.3 EVEs of pottery. Some of this at least
is likely to be intrusive. For instance, this phase is too early for BB1, BB2 and SAMEG to be
present. The assemblage is dominated by South Gaulish Samian, ‘Verulamium Region’ wares
(especially VRW and VRG) and products of the kilns at Highgate Wood. The importance of
HWB and the ‘Early Roman Sandy fabrics’ has declined with a concomitant rise in AHSU. The
relative proportions of HWB compared to the finer, sandy HWC are of interest as the latter is
present in large quantities. This is the opposite of what might be expected for this phase of
pottery supply to Londinium (Davies et al. 1993, 195) and may be significant in terms of the
site’s status. In other aspects the pattern seems typical of Davies et al.’s (1993, 192-199)
Roman Ceramic Phase 2.

Phase 5: AD 120-160 (Fig. 3)

Phase 5 saw an exponential increase in activity on the site with the formalisation of the street
grid, property boundaries and the construction of buildings. Related to this is a massive
increase in the discard of pottery. The ceramic assemblage from this phase totals 365.62
EVEs more than a threefold increase on the assemblages recovered from Phases 3 and 4.
This phase is also one of profound changes in ceramic supply to the site.

In common with the rest of Londinium the first decades of the second century see a shift away
from locally produced coarse wares (AHSU, HWB, ERS) toward handmade Black Burnished
wares produced in south-east Dorset (BB1) or wheel thrown varieties manufactured in the
Thames estuary (BB2). It is also noticeable that VCWS, most of which was probably being
made at the Moorgate kilns, has become a more significant fabric in this phase. Both of these
phenomena are attested elements of second-century ceramic supply (Davies et al. 1993, 205-
219). Lezoux samian (SAMCG), along with other Central Gaulish samian suppliers, also
(unsurprisingly) begin to make an impact during this phase with South Gaulish samian
(SAMLG) continuing to be a strong component. This may be due to the long use-lives for
samian vessels.

Phase 5 is also notable for having a number of fabrics present that are improbable at such an
early date. In particular, Oxfordshire wares (OXRC, OXWW), Alice Holt / Farnham ware
(AHFA), Eifelkeramik (EIFL) and Local Coarse White Slipped ware (LCWS) are all too late to
be expected in such an early phase. Intrusion and the difficulties of excavating complex
channel fills are likely to explain their presence. NVCC is also likely to be intrusive in this
phase. Conversely, the presence of SLOW, considered a pre-Flavian indicator (Davies et al.
1993, 29) might indicate the dumping of earlier occupation material from elsewhere in the
City.

It has not proved possible at assessment stage to sub-divide the period AD 120-160 into two
periods corresponding to Davies et al.’s (1993) Ceramic Phases 4 and 5. This is largely due
to the similarities in pottery used during these phases. The presence of HWC 2F jars,
considered to be post-AD140 (Davies et al. 1993, 83; Symonds et al. 2004, 22-25),
throughout Phases 5 and 6 (though with an apparent peak in Phase 6b) is of little assistance
in resolving this chronological issue (Table 4). However, more detailed analysis of the pottery
by group may enable this phase to be sub-divided in the future.

Phase 6: AD 160-250 (Fig. 4)

The period AD 160-250 is a problematic one in the study of Roman pottery in London and
Britain. On a national scale the early third century has long been seen as difficult to identify
archaeologically (for instance Going 1992, 95-96) and this is a product of the decline in
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samian production and issues related to the circulation and deposition of coinage. In the City
truncation has often removed third-century and later deposits and it is worth noting that the
volume on early Roman pottery in London ceases at AD 160 (Davies et al. 1993) and the
article on late Roman supply to the City starts with a small group of pottery that may be as
early as AD 180 but is possibly post-AD 200 in date (Symonds and Tomber 1991, 67). Early
third-century pottery is covered by the finds from New Fresh Wharf (Richardson 1986) but
these are dockside assemblages and presumably not typical of the City as a whole.

The date of c. AD 160 is thought to mark the collapse of many of Londinium’s local pottery
producers (Davies et al. 1993). The kilns at Highgate Wood, Moorgate (Seeley and
Drummond Murray 2002) and other centres may all have ceased production at this date.
However, doubts are expressed over this terminal date in some quarters (for instance
Symonds et al. 2005, 25; Dr M. Lyne pers. comm.) and it seems possible that some of these
industries continued producing until AD 200 or even AD 250. For this site the key ceramic
indicators for this date were (excluding samian): the shift from the coarse decorated BB2 ’pie-
dishes’ (4H1-4) to the undecorated silky grey version (4H5-7) (Richardson and Wilmott 1991,
93), the appearance of NVCC, EIFL, NGGW and MOSL and CGBL (Richardson 1986) and
the occurrence of incipient-beaded-and-flanged bowls (4G226) in BB1. TSK greywares,
thought to be a post-AD 180 indicator in Southwark (Symonds and Tomber 1991, 67), appear
less common in the City but remain of some use as a chronological indicator. The terminal
date for this phase of AD 250 is marked by the appearance of the late Roman ‘super-
producers’ (OXRC, AHFA) in quantity and the shift to obtuse-lattice decoration on BB1
vessels and the appearance of the 4M flanged bowl and copies.

The phase produced 326.59 EVEs and consideration of the breakdown of this total by fabrics
shows considerable similarities with the preceding phase. BB1 and BB2 are present in similar
quantities, HWC is still present and the only major change in samian supply is the drop in
South Gaulish sherds present in this phase. VRW and VCWS both continue to feature
strongly, although for the first time VCWS is present in greater quantities than VRW. This
‘VCWS'’ probably includes the similar LCWS (Seeley and Drummond Murray 2005, 131) and
given the general acceptance that these fabrics ought to be in decline at this date it will be
worth exploring the nature of the ‘Verulamium Region’ assemblage in greater detail at a later
date. Late second- and third-century indicators (CGBL, NVCC, MOSL, TSK, EIFL) are all
present as are a number of intrusive (AHFA) or residual (for instance ERS, HWB) fabrics.

Phase 7: AD 250-350/400 (Fig. 5)

The pottery of the late Roman period is marked by a shift in pottery supply to large regional
producers located in rural areas (Symonds and Tomber 1991). There are also a number of
typological changes during the mid-third century. This phase covers a period of 100-150
years and it is likely that further subdivision of this phase could be undertaken. It is also worth
noting that the latest Roman groups are assigned to Phase 8, which overlaps with this phase.
This is largely due to the ambiguities and uncertainties relating to the dating of Romano-
British pottery during the late fourth and early fifth century.

Phase 7 produced 299 EVEs of pottery. In general terms much of this pottery looks residual.
Most of the BB2, although not necessarily all of it given the presence of some late forms, is
residual, as are the various ‘Verulamium Region’ wares. The samian is all technically residual
during this phase as even the latest East Gaulish ware are unlikely to have reached Britain
much after AD 250/260. However, the samian may well be ‘residual in use’ — that is carefully
curated, cherished and used long after its production date.

A large percentage (16%) of the pottery is BB1 from Dorset. This is common in London during
the late third and fourth centuries and the poor showing of AHFA and Oxfordshire wares
would seem to indicate that most of the activity in this phase pre-dates AD 350. The most
common BB1 forms are ‘late’ vessel types (2F13, 4G226, 4M and 5J) which are appropriate
to this phase. CALC and PORD (both of which are probably more suited to a late fourth-
century date) are present in tiny and presumably intrusive quantities. Interestingly, Argonne
ware from Eastern Gaul, which is sometimes seen as a later fourth-century phenomenon, is
present in small quantities.
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Phase 8: AD 350-400/450 (Fig. 6)

The final phase of Romano-British pottery supply and use contained 147.85 EVEs and is
approximately half the size of the preceding phase’s assemblage. The majority of the Phase 8
pottery came from cut features including the revetted channel [599]. Its depositional context is
thus somewhat different to that of earlier phases when large groups of pottery were derived
from dumped layers.

There are two key issues that influence the definition and interpretation of the pottery
assemblages of Phase 8. The first issue relates to the start date of c. AD 350. This date is
established by the presence of particular fabrics (notably PORD but also CALC, MAYEN and
GROG) in groups of pottery and the presence of Oxfordshire (OXRC) wares displaying
particular decorative schemes (notably white paint (WPD) and rouletted or stamped
(RSD/STD) decoration). However, many of these diagnostic indicators are very rare. PORD
and CALC rarely form more than 1% or 2% of an assemblage by sherd count. Other
indicators, like the relationship between AHFA and BB1 can be used, but essentially the late
fourth-century is identified in ceramic terms by the presence of particular wares. In their
absence it is difficult to ascertain with confidence whether a group pre-dates AD 350 or is
post-AD 350 in date. Thus there is overlap between this and the preceding phase, which
terminates at AD 350/400 (Symonds and Tomber 1991).

The second issue relates to the end of Roman pottery use. This is a complex problem (for
instance Gerrard 2004, 2005; Cool 2006, 223-235) but the current convention of ¢. AD 400 is
an archaeological construct. Given the absence of new coins after c. AD 388-402 dating
assemblages becomes highly problematic, there is little typological change and thus it is
impossible to give a precise ‘end’ date. Certainly most Roman pottery production must have
ceased before c. AD 450 (another archaeological construct used as a start date for Anglo-
Saxon material culture in Britain) and it seems reasonable to be explicit about this ambiguity.
Some of the groups of AD 350+ pottery from the site may have been deposited as early as
AD 350-360 but others could have been dumped as late as AD 440-450.

The pottery from Phase 8 is typical of the latest Roman assemblages from London,
Southwark and the surrounding area. AHFA is now present in very large quantities and
outnumbers BB1 by a ratio or 2 : 1. ARGO, PORD, CALC, GROG, MHAD and MAYEN are all
present in minor but significant quantities, while OXRC and NVCC supply the bulk of the fine
wares. Residual pottery is present in these groups in small quantities. Samian (SAM) is still
significant but none of the Verulamium fabrics makes up more than 5% of the assemblage
and BB2 now forms less than 10% of the assemblage. In short, more than half of the ceramic
supply is concentrated in the hands of no more than four major suppliers.

Imports continued to reach the site with ARGO (see Appendix 2), MAYEN and LRMA being
good examples. The late Spanish amphorae could be from the rare late Dressel 23 form and
some of the unsourced amphora is probably of North African origin.

Functional Analysis

One of the major advantages in having an assemblage quantified by EVEs lies in the ability to
undertake functional analysis of groups of pottery. Little work has been carried out on the
Drapers’ material in this way. However, a broad overview by phase has been completed and
this reveals some significant patterns (Fig. 7).

Superficially the breakdown of forms by phase reveals a pattern that does not seem to vary in
obvious ways. However, flagons are a little less important in Phases 7 and 8; beakers appear
somewhat more important from Phase 6; mortaria seem more significant in Phase 8 and
amphora (unsurprisingly) are less important from Phase 7. Clear cut interpretation of these
patterns is not possible. The changes in Phases 7 and 8 (more mortaria, beakers less flagons
and amphora) may be related to a changes in site specific factors (such as a shift from
commercial to domestic occupation) or connected to wider issues like the decline in long-
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distance trade in amphora-borne commodities and the greater availability of glass for vessels
like flagons.

More detailed analysis is probably needed to bring out the finer detail and significance of
these patterns. Flagons provide a good example (Fig. 8). In Phases 7 and 8 residual flagons
have been excluded from the analysis and this demonstrates that whereas in Phases 3-6
flagons formed c. 20% of the assemblage in Phases 7 and 8 flagons in late Roman fabrics
only formed 10% and 6% respectively. Similarly, more detailed analysis of functional category
‘9’ (other forms) reveals that lids (9A) form 2.5-6% of the assemblage for Phases 3-6 (Fig. 9).
However, by Phases 7 and 8 lids in late Roman fabrics form less than 1% of the assemblage.
Is this to be related to a shift in cooking practice, storage or a move to the use of more
wooden lids (Cool 2006)? If the latter is the preferred interpretation then it is noticeable that
wooden discs (‘pot lids’) were not present in anything like the quantities required to fulfil the
role left by the absence of ceramic lids in the late Roman period. Clearly, further work on this
type of issue will aid in the interpretation of the site, specific features and buildings.

Ritual Activity

The nature of activity in and around the Walbrook Valley and whether it had a ‘ritual’ or
religious aspect has been fiercely debated for some years (see Appendix 6). The pottery
assemblage offers few clear-cut insights into this question. However, ceramic forms that may
have served ‘ritual’ functions are listed in Table 5. The forms considered as potential ‘ritual’
vessels are: ‘face pots’ (2FACE); tazza (9C); triple vases (9E); lamps (9LA) and unguentaria
(9N and 9NP). Interestingly, the site produced no examples of the Cam306 form (4C306).
This bowl is generally considered to be a ritual vessel and examples are known from nearby
excavations at Tokenhouse Yard (Leary and Butler in prep.).

One other phenomenon is sometimes seen as an indicator or ‘ritual’ activity: complete
vessels. The excavations produced thirteen complete pots (Table 6) and two of these had
post-firing holes drilled in them. A single tazza (9C) had its footring deliberately removed but
was otherwise intact.

It is difficult to determine whether the ‘ritual’ vessels and ‘whole pots’ represent ritual activity.
Furthermore, if they do represent such activity then it is difficult to determine its scale.
Domestic ritual has an altogether different significance to the type of ritual activities
associated with temples of religious landscapes. Further work is needed on this aspect of the
pottery assemblage and integration of the ceramic evidence with that provided by the small
finds, and faunal remains is necessary.

Research Questions

Can the chronology of the site and specific buildings be refined using the pottery evidence?
What evidence is there for local pottery production? Does any of this evidence include wares
or forms that were not produced at the Moorgate kilns or pre- or post-date production at those
kilns?

What are the trade links of the site and how did these change over time?

What was the function of the site and how did it change over time?

Can the pottery aid in discriminating between different types of activity using breakage or
functional studies?

Is there any evidence in the pottery assemblage for ritual activity? How does this relate to
other classes of artefactual and ecofactual material?

Can the site shed any light on the state of ceramic supply in the city during the early third
century?
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Can any work be undertaken on resolving the absolute chronology of the latest Roman
pottery assemblages?

Is the site typical of the City, the Walbrook region and how does it compare to Southwark?
Recommendations

It is recommended that a detailed publication report be prepared and published as part of an
excavation monograph on the site. This should involve a discussion of pottery supply to the
site by phase, discussions of individual groups and specialist reports on the samian, mortaria
and amphorae. Wider research themes should also be addressed.

It is recommended that the amphora assemblage be examined by Dr David Williams. A
sampling strategy should be established in consultation with him that focuses on the
unidentified (ie non-BAET and GAUL) fabrics and the late Roman amphorae. These are
potentially important assemblage that could shed much light on long-distance exchange in the
period AD 250-450.

The mortaria (excluding unstamped VRW, VCWS vessels) should be examined by Kay
Hartley. There are a number of third-century German vessels (SOLL, RHMO) and stamped
sherds that are particularly significant either intrinsically, for dating purposes or for
understanding the trade in such vessels.

Given the well published nature of pottery from Roman London, only a relatively small
quantity of pottery requires illustration. Approximately twenty sherds a phase will require
illustration (160 in total) with perhaps another forty or so unusual vessels requiring publication
in their own right. Amphorae and mortaria will also require illustration but it is difficult to
estimate the scale of this work at present. It seems unlikely that more than fifty illustrations
will be required for these wares.

Some time should be spent discussing some of the more unusual elements of the pottery
from this site with Beth Richardson of MoLAS.

Further work on the groups of pottery associated with the Phase 3a ‘corduroy’ is necessary.
Can the pottery shed any light on the function or significance of this structure?

Twenty or so thin sections will be required to confirm the provenances of some of the more
unusual and unidentified pottery sherds in the assemblage.

Close co-operation between the pottery specialist and the site supervisor is needed to resolve
specific chronological issues and identify groups that could be subjected to functional
analysis.

The latest Roman groups (Phase 8) are of great importance in assessing the nature of activity
in this part of the Walbrook during the fourth century and after (Merrifield and Hall 2008, 121).

They should be published. It would also be worth radiocarbon (AMS) dating large, fresh
herbivore bones from these contexts. Two radiocarbon dates would be needed.
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Fig. 3: Pottery from Phase 5 quantified by fabric and EVE
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Fabric Code Fabric Name Sherd Count
AHFA Alice Holt / Farnham Ware 1345
AHSU Alice Holt / Surrey Ware 796
AMPH Unknown amphora 1056
ARGO Argonne ware 23
BAET Baetican Amphora fabric 1732
BAETE Baetican Amphora fabric (early) 22
BAETL Baetican Amphora fabric (late) 209
BB1 Dorset Black Burnished ware Type 1 4215
BB2 Black Burnished ware Type 2 7007
BBS Black Burnished Style 7
BHWS Brockley Hill white Slipped ware 1
BLEG Black Eggshell Ware 1
CADIZ? Cadiz amphora? 1
CALC Late Roman ‘Calcite gritted’ ware 51
CAMP Campanian amphora 4
CcC Unknown Colour Coated ware 3
CCGW Copthall Close Grey Ware 110
CGBL Central Gaulish Black slipped ware 12
CGBLE Central Gaulish Black Slipped ware (early) 1
CcGGW Central Gaulish Grey Ware 9
CGOF Central Gaulish Other Fine fabric 9
CGWH Central Gaulish White Ware 104
COLCC Colchester Colour Coated ware 220
ECCW Eccles Ware 1
EIFL Eifelkeramik 5
ERMS Early Roman micaceous sandy ware 7
ERSA Early Roman sandy ware A 184
ERSB Early Roman sandy ware B 161
FINE Unknown Fine ware 167
FINEWW Unknown Fine White Ware 1
FMIC Fine Micaceous ware 458
GAUL Gauloise amphora 722
GAUL4 Gaulsoise4 amphora 2
GROG Grog tempered ware 51
GROGSH Grog and Shell tempered ware 5
HADBS Hadham Black Slipped ware 4
HADG? Hadham Grey ware? 4
HOO Hoo ware 213
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HWB Highgate Wood B 275
HWB/C Highgate Wood B/C 4
HWC Highgate Wood C 2124
HWC+ Highgate Wood C with added sand 4
IMPORT Unknown import 2
KOAN? Koan amphora? 1
KOLN Cologne Colour Coated Ware 136
LCWS Local Coarse White Sipped Ware 5
LIPR? Lipari amphora? 2
LOEG Local Eggshell Ware 67
LOMI London micaceous ware 431
LOMI1244 London micaceous ware 1244 2
LONW London Ware 58
LOXI Local Oxidised ware 746
LRMA Late Roman Marbled Ware 1
LYON Lyon Colour Coated ware 3
MARB Unknown Marbled ware 3
MAYEN Mayen ware 11
MEDPOT Mediaeval pottery 5
MHAD Much Hadham ware 111
MHWW Mancetter Hartshill White Ware 1
MICA Mica dusted ware 51
MISC Miscellaneous small sherds 1359
MLEZ Micaceous Lezoux samian 24
MORT Unknown Moratium 256
MORT- Mortarium North French / South East Britain?

NFSE? 1
MOSL Moselkeramik 201
NACA? North African Cylindrical amphora? 1
NAFR North African amphora 4
NFCC New Forest Colour Coated ware 1
NFSE? North French / South East British mortarium 4
NGGW North Gaulish Grey Ware 9
NGWH North Gaulish White Ware 3
NKFW North Kent fine ware 117
NKSH North Kent Shell tempered ware 375
NKWS North Kent White Slipped ware 2
NVCC Nene Valley Colour Coated ware 1291
NVWW Nene Valley White Ware 15
OXID Oxidised ware 785
OXPA Oxfordshire Parchment ware 8
OXRC Oxfordshire Red Colour Coated Ware 353
OXWS Oxfordshire White Slipped ware 27
OXWW Oxfordshire White Ware 152
PATCH Patchgrove Ware 1
PKG Pink Grog Tempered Ware 16
PORD Portchester D / Overwey 121
PPOT Prehistoric Pot 3
RBGW Romano-British Glazed Ware 1
RDBK Ring and Dot Beaker fabric 15
RETT Rettendon Ware 1
RHMO Rhineland mortarium fabrics (other than Soller) 4
RHMO/SOLL Rhineland/Soller mortarium fabrics 1
RHMO? Rhineland mortarium fabrics (other than Soller)? 5
SAM Samian 10
SAMCG Central Gaulish samian 2861
SAMEG East Gaulish samian 771
SAMLG La Graufesenque samian 1309
SAMMT Montans samian ware 14
SAMMV Les Martres-de-Veyre samian (inclusion-less) 261
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SAMRZ Rheinzabern samian ware 25
SAMTR Trier samian (Trier | and Trier Il) 11
SAND Unsourced Sand tempered ware 2913
SESH South Essex Shell tempered wares 17
SHEL Unsourced Shell tempered wares 13
SINZIG Sinzig beaker 1
SLOW Sugar Loaf Court Ware 7
SOLL Soller Mortarium 22
TN Terra Nigra 2
TSK Thameside Kent grey ware 932
UNIDWW Unidentified White Ware 2
UNK Unknown 5
VCWS Verulamium Coarse White Slipped Ware 2517
VRG Verulamiun Region Grey ware 321
VRW Verulamium Region White ware 3838
XX Small unidentifiable sherds from samples 561

Table 1: Fabrics present in the assemblage
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SC w EVE
AMPH 42 3681 0
BAET 80 | 30706 0.43
BAETE 12 1941 0
GAUL 35 4838 1

6

SC w EVE
AMPH 237 | 17118 1.39
BAET 601 | 123218 5.18
BAETL 1 55
CAMP1 2 452
GAUL 232 | 11977 1.32

4

sC w EVE
AMPH 64| 7041 1.43
BAET 141 28399| 1.15
BAETE 1 132 0
GAUL 65| 3313 1.82
GAUL4 1 76 0

7

sC w EVE
AMPH 378 | 35188 | 1.48
BAET 410 | 77837 | 1.37
BAETL 171 | 43107 1.9
GAUL 161 6216 0.4
NAFR 2 151

5
SC w EVE
AMPH 162 | 13548 2.92
BAET 402 | 87765 3.43
BAETE 10 2255 0.85
CAMP 1 14 0
GAUL 402 | 87765 3.43
8
SC w EVE
AMPH 143 | 14624 0.58
BAET 67 | 19278 0.76
BAETL 37 5926 0.86
GAUL 21 606

Table 2. Amphora quantified by fabric and phase
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EVE Context | Phase Latest associated coin date
5.04 2325 5b

5.05 4012 5a

5.06 1582 5

5.08 3136 5b

5.33 4394 5b

5.37 3495 5a

5.44 4258 6

5.63 273 7

5.81 592 7 241-243
5.83 1240 6b

5.98 4178 5a

6.01 3542 9

6.01 4705 3b 69-79
6.12 3034 6b

6.14 3877 5b

6.24 4366 6

6.49 1684 6,7

6.53 610 7,8

6.74 1275 7,8

6.79 4422 5b

6.91 4269 6

7.14 2666 5

7.29 424 8 354-3647
7.36 2841 5b

7.41 1383 6b

7.49 3128 6a

7.58 1045 4

7.67 609 8

7.95 4536 4

8.05 3926 5a 54-68
8.55 1639 5,6

8.64 4165 5,6

9.02 4256 5b

9.33 1297 7,8 141-144
9.64 1028 7

9.79 297 8

9.98 4143 5a, 5b

10.24 4246 6

10.92 3296 5b

11.37 425 8 C3/C4
11.54 4068 5a

11.68 4496 5b 69-79
13.00 2395 6b

14.76 4706 3b

15.68 1038 8 354-364
15.90 4583 5a

16.66 416 7

17.00 1638 6,7

17.75 1708 5,6 166-169
18.30 3615 5a

19.40 1583 6,7 81-96
19.92 4250 5b

22.16 403 8 318-324
53.65 613 7 154-155

Table 3. Contexts containing more than 5.00 EVEs of pottery
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Phase HWC 2F jars (EVE) % of all HWC jars

5a 0.65 10.22
5b 1.23 12.08
6a 0.33 9.71
6b 2.93 60.66

Table 4. The presence of 2F jars in HWC by phase.

Phase Context number Form Sherd Count
4 1045 9C 2
4 1045 9LA 1
4 1274 9N 1
4 1967 9C 1
4 3200 9C 1
4 3243 9E 1
4 3375 9C 1
4 4402 9NP 1
4 4547 9NP 1
4 4703 9C 3
4,5 2763 9C 1
5 2666 9C 1
5,6 1639 9E 1
5,6 1708 2FACE 17
5,6 1708 9C 1
5,6 1708 9C 1
5a 2210 aC 1
5a 3470 9C 1
5a 3472 9NP 1
5a 3494 9C 1
5a 3495 9C 3
5a 3615 9C 1
5a 3615 9C 1
5a 3615 9C 1
5a 3926 9C 6
5a 4068 9LA 1
5a 4144 aC 1
5a 4410 aC 1
5a 4410 9N 1
5a, 5b 1710 9E 1
5a, 5b 1711 9C 1
5a, 5b 3642 9C 1
5a, 5b 4143 9C 1
5b 2325 9C 2
5b 2558 9C 1
5b 3008 9C 1
5b 3171 9C 5
5b 3554 9C 1
5b 4028 9C 1
5b 4028 9C 2
5b 4028 9C 2
5b 4044 aC 4
5b 4062 9C 1
5b 4250 9E 1
5b 4250 9LA 1
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5b 4256 9LA 1
5b 4370 9C 1
5b 4422 9C 1
5b 4496 2FACE? 1
6 1399 9C 2
6 2351 9NP 4
6 4242 2FACE 2
6 4246 2FACE? 1
6 4246 2FACE? 1
6 4246 9N 1
6 4258 9NP 1
6 4269 9C 1
6 4269 9C 1
6 4269 9C 2
6 4311 9NP 1
6 4326 9C 3
6,7 1239 2FACE? 1
6,7 1583 2FACE? 1
6,7 1583 9C 8
6,7 1583 9NP 1
6,7 1583 9NP 1
6,7 1583 9NP 1
6,7 1684 9C 1
6a 2240 9E 1
6a 2498 9C 1
6a 2498 9C 1
6a 2582 9C 1
6a 2660 9C 1
6a 2661 9C 1
6a 2661 9C 1
6a 2780 9LA 1
6a 2907 9C 2
6a 3128 9NP 1
6a 3404 9N 2
6a 3934 9E 1
6b 219 9C 2
6b 983 2FACE 1
6b 1155 9N 1
6b 1161 2FACE 8
6b 1703 2FACE? 2
6b 1703 9C 1
6b 1872 9N 1
6b 2010 9C 3
6b 2015 9NP 1
6b 2085 9C 1
6b 2112 9E 1
6b 2151 9E 1
6b 2184 9C 1
6b 2387 9NP 3
6b 2395 9C 1
6b 2395 9C 1
6b 2395 9C 1
6b 2395 9NP 10
6b 2638 9C 1
6b 2732 9LA 1
6b 3034 9C 1
6b 3131 9C 2
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6b 3202 9C 1
6b 3202 9NP 1
7 416 2FACE 1
7 587 9C 1
7 592 9C 1
7 613 2FACE 1
7 613 9C 2
7 613 9LA 1
7 613 9NP 1
7 613 9NP 1
7 613 9NP 1
7 649 2FACE 4
7 730 9E 1
7 970 9C 1
7 1000 2FACE? 1
7 1004 9C 2
7 1012 2FACE 1
7 1032 9C 1
7 1164 9C 2
7 1196 2FACE 1
7 1454 9C 1
7 1495 2FACE 1
7 1658 2FACE 2
7 1658 9NP 1
7 1847 9LA 1
7 2580 9NP 4
7,8 333 2FACE? 2
7,8 610 2FACE 3
7,8 610 9C 1
7,8 979 2FACE 1
8 297 9C 1
8 297 9C 1
8 297 9E 1
8 297 9E 2
8 403 9C 1
8 424 2FACE 1
8 424 2FACE 1
8 499 9C 1
8 609 2FACE 1
8 609 2FACE 1
8 750 2FACE 1
8 750 9E 1
8 1038 9NP 1
8 1877 9C 1
9 2326 9C 1
9 3542 9C 1
4 1045 9C 2
4 1045 9LA 1
4 1274 9N 1
4 1967 9C 1
4 3200 9C 1
4 3243 9E 1
4 3375 9C 1
4 4402 9NP 1
4 4547 9NP 1

Table 5. ‘Ritual’ vessel forms by phase
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Phase Context Form Comments

5,6 1934 | 2F Complete
5a 3615 | 2F1 Complete, post-firing hole
5a 3615 | 9C Complete, footring deliberately removed
5a 4410 | 9N Complete
5b 868 | 4H1-4 Complete
6,7 1583 | 9 Complete
6,7 1638 | 9A Complete
6a 2902 | 2E Complete
613 | 9NP Complete
613 | 2F Complete
613 | 6DR33 | Complete
1787 | 9 Complete
2580 | 9NP Complete

1429 | 2F Complete, post-firing hole

, 8
able 6. Complete vessels
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APPENDIX 2: SAMIAN POTTERY ASSESSMENT
Gwladys Monteil

Introduction

In total the excavation produced some 5288 sherds of samian — weighing approximately
107kg (table 1). The largest group comes from the east side of the site (Area A) with 3988
stratified samian sherds (table 2). The samian vessels were recorded following the
methodology and codes used at Museum of London Specialist Services and Museum of
London Archaeology Service (Symonds 1999). The fabric of each sherd was examined, after
breaking, under a x 20 binocular microscope. Each entry consists of a context number, fabric,
form and decoration identification, condition, sherd count, EVEs, rim diameter and weight,
notes and a date range. The presence of patterned internal wear, repair and graffiti was also
systematically recorded.

243 vessels have stamps, when possible a reading of stamp was recorded and some
suggestion of potters offered. Very brief notes about the decorated vessels were also taken.
The following assessment report highlights the main components and interesting features of
the samian assemblage and offers recommendations for future work.

Condition

The samian assemblage is, on the whole, in good condition and consists of fairly large and
fresh sherds. The average sherd weight is 28g and the percentage of unidentified forms low
(1.74% of the sherds). Some groups display particularly large sherds and near complete
vessels ([613], [1708], [4250]).

Twelve sherds show evidence of repair, 0.23% of the total assemblage. The figure is quite
low when compared to other groups from Roman London, particularly in the City (Marsh
1981; Monteil 2005, 108). Most of the repaired material is 2 century in date with 10 Central
Gaulish pieces and one East Gaulish. This fits with the high percentage of 2 century
material in this group (table 1). The reminder is a South Gaulish Dr37. Decorated samian is
generally more repaired than plain samian (Monteil 2005, 108) but here the repaired
examples are divided equally with six plain sherds and six decorated. This is again probably
related to the date of the group, there is less decorated material available once Central and
East Gaulish kilns are the main source of imports (Darling 1998; Willis 2005). Three still have
a lead rivet in situ and one displays an unusual lead/pewter sheet on the rim (a Dr42 from Les
Martres de Veyre in [2841]).

47 vessels display signs of internal wear, often very idiosyncratic, particularly on ‘cups’.
Biddulph (2008) has studied the existence of form specific wear and the evidence from this
group fits with his findings. Several Dr33s display similar wear that seems to concentrate on a
thin band at the internal junction of the base and base. More open cups such as Dr27 and
Dr35 display a different type of internal wear concentrating on an inner patch. Eight plain
bowls of the form Dr38 and five decorated bowls-one Dr30 and four Dr37-were used for
mixing or grinding.

The assemblage

The samian assemblage contains a wide range of fabrics (table 1) and forms and is in that
sense typical of such groups from Roman London and major civil centres. It departs from
most samian assemblages from London (Marsh 1981; Monteil 2005) in that 2 century
material dominates-Lezoux samian represents more than half of the total (table 1). This is
particularly marked on the east side of the site (Area A) (table 2) where Central and East
Gaulish samian wares add up to more than 80% of the group. This reflects the development
of the site - truncation on the Western side (Area B) and occupation developing from AD 120
on the Eastern side (Area A).
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fabric sherds | % Total | weight | % Total | EVEs | % Total
ARGO 11 0.21% 620 0.58% 0.7 0.37%
MLEZ 24 0.45% 1164 1.08% 25 1.32%
SAM 5 0.09% 136 0.13% 0.09 0.05%
SAMCG | 2856 54.02% | 59762 | 55.61% | 104.77 | 55.33%
SAMCO 2 0.04% 46 0.04% 0.07 0.04%
SAMEG 771 14.58% | 20206 | 18.80% 27.7 14.63%
SAMLG 1308 24.74% | 17754 | 16.52% | 43.08 | 22.75%
SAMLY 1 0.02% 36 0.03% 0.00%
SAMMT 13 0.25% 168 0.16% 0.51 0.27%
SAMMV 261 4.94% 5188 4.83% 8.37 4.42%
SAMRZ 26 0.47% 1750 1.63% 1.42 0.75%
SAMTR 10 0.19% 630 0.59% 0.15 0.08%
Total 5288 100% | 107460 | 100% 189.36 100%

Table 1: Samian Fabrics present in the assemblage (including unstratified) — sherds,
weight and EVEs - and as a proportion of the samian assemblage

East

Side

fabric sherds | % Total | weight | % Total | EVEs | % Total
ARGO 11 0.28% 620 0.74% 0.7 0.51%
MLEZ 18 0.45% 1040 1.24% 2.15 1.55%
SAM 5 0.13% 136 0.16% 0.09 0.06%
SAMCG 2412 60.48% | 50298 | 59.98% 86.21 62.22%
SAMCO 2 0.05% 46 0.05% 0.07 0.05%
SAMEG 726 18.20% | 19254 | 22.96% | 25.11 18.12%
SAMLG 608 15.25% 7375 8.80% 18.08 13.05%
SAMLY 1 0.03% 36 0.04%

SAMMT 7 0.18% 111 0.13% 0.28 0.20%
SAMMV 162 4.06% 2556 3.05% 4.3 3.10%
SAMRZ 26 0.65% 1750 2.09% 1.42 1.02%
SAMTR 10 0.25% 630 0.75% 0.15 0.11%
Total 3988 100% 83852 100% 138.56 100%

Table 2: Samian Fabrics for the East Side — sherds, weight and EVEs - and as a
proportion of the samian assemblage

West

Side

fabric sherds | % Total | weight | % Total | EVEs | % Total
MLEZ 6 0.51% 124 0.61% 0.35 0.80%
SAMCG 380 32.34% 7792 38.53% | 14.95 | 34.20%
SAMEG 30 2.55% 482 2.38% 1.51 3.45%
SAMLG 661 56.26% 9757 48.25% 234 53.53%
SAMMT 6 0.51% 57 0.28% 0.23 0.53%
SAMMV 92 7.83% 2010 9.94% 3.27 7.48%
Total 1175 100% 20222 100% 43.71 100%

Table 3: Samian Fabrics for the West Side — sherds, weight and EVEs - and as a
proportion of the samian assemblage
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Two functional profiles are available for each phase- one is based on EVEs, the other one on
sherd count (fig.1). Both types of profiles provide different kind of evidence, the one based on
sherd count will systematically favour larger vessels such as dishes and bowls but will allow
to compare the group with other studies of samian in London (Monteil 2005) while the one
based on EVEs will offer a more balanced pattern, particularly for the cups. The figures are
based on the groups assigned to a single phase (see table 5 in appendix for raw values). For
the purpose of the functional analysis, the entries for mould decorated forms Knorr 78,
Déchelette 64 and Déchelette 67 were combined under decorated beakers. Other beakers
(Déchelette 72, Ludowici Vd) are grouped under closed form.

Functional types (EVES)
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Fig.1 The samian assemblage by functional types for each phase (% of total EVEs
and sherds in each phase)
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Phase 3: AD 50-70

200 sherds (7.12 rim EVEs) were recovered from contexts assigned to Phase 3. Only 54
belong to sub-Phase 3a - 53 of them are South Gaulish. One was identified as Central
([4784]) but it is most probably intrusive. Most of the material from sub-Phase 3a comes from
channel [4591] and it represents the earliest material from the site with one stamped cup RT8
and two bowls form RT12. More examples of the platter Dr15/17 than the Dr18s are present
in Phase 3a, a typical pre-Flavian trait.

Sub-phase 3b has a slightly larger assemblage with 146 sherds and an EVEs figure of 5.85.
Most of them come from feature [4783], a re-cut of [4591].

Considering the importance of the post-Boudican corduroy and associated features, special
attention was paid to the functional profile of the samian assemblage from Phase 3 hoping
that it could help shed light on the nature of the structure. Dishes and platters dominate the
functional profile at c. 45-50% of total sherds and EVEs (fig.1) more than at any other periods,
which could fit with a military profile (Willis 2005, chart 13). Cups closely follow and this could
again add argument towards a typical military samian functional profile.

The low proportion of decorated bowls whether based on EVEs or sherds count and the
absence of samian inkwells however make the samian group far from unequivocal in
providing evidence for a strong military connection for this phase. In the formative period of
Roman London (AD 50-69), inkwells mainly occur in the eastern core of the City, ink writing is
at this period overwhelmingly related to trade and the military (Monteil 2008). Samian groups
from military sites do tend to include inkwells (ibid; Willis 2006).

The pre-Flavian samian group from Drapers’ Gardens does compare well to contemporary
samian functional profiles from Roman London. Two sites show particularly close pictures, the
pre-basilican levels of Leadenhall Court and the site of Plantation House (Monteil 2005, 208
and appendix 2). The pre-Flavian (period 2) occupation at Leadenhall Court is completely
different- it is peripheral to the main urban core and of a dispersed and possible agricultural
nature and dated to c. AD 60 (Milne and Wardle 1993).

At Plantation House a post-Boudican military enclosure was uncovered (Maloney and Holroyd
2001, 70; Maloney and Holroyd 2002, 5) and although based on a different quantification
method, the row, the profile shows similar quantities of dishes, cups and relatively low
quantities of decorated bowls. At Plantation House the samian proportion for the pre-Flavian
period was one of the lowest for the period and other imports (amphorae and Lyon ware in
particular) made up most of the assemblage- a typical military profile, especially clear in
higher quantities of Lyon ware when compared to samian (Greene 1979; Willis 1996, 218;
2003). There doesn’t seem to be particularly large quantities of amphorae from that phase
however and Lyon Ware was found residual in later contexts on the site (J. Gerrard, pers
comm.).

Phase 4: AD 70-120

The group of samian ware from Phase 4 is slightly larger than in the previous period with 385
sherds for an EVEs figure of 13.52 but the phase is longer and the increase in samian
quantities needs to be understood in that light. South Gaulish samian ware still dominates the
group but Central Gaulish material (Les Martres de Veyre and Lezoux) contributes to c. 19%
of the group. The functional profile based on EVEs (Fig.1) for Phase 4 differs slightly from the
previous one, it is more diverse and the cup category dominates. The appearance of mould
decorated beakers in Phase 4 (Fig.1) can be related to two factors - the fact that forms such
Dé67 and Kn78 start being produced in the Flavian period and the presence of two rims of
Dé67 in the dump/levelling layer [886] and the rim of a Kn78 in [1178] a fill for a possible
water tank. These two forms are present in several other groups from contemporary sites in
London but rarely together. Most of them are in the City, and the Guildhall is the only other
assemblage with both (Monteil 2005, fig.74).

When combined with the other mould-decorated forms however, this suggests a high
proportion of decorated vessels for this phase (c. 17% total EVEs and c. 26% total sherds).
This figure is however in keeping with other assemblages from the period where the
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percentage of decorated ware is generally high in consumption groups gravitating between 20
and 30% (Monteil 2005, figs.100 and 102).

Phase 5: AD 120-160

The samian assemblage from Phase 5 is the largest with a total of 1709 sherds for an EVEs
figure of 60.13 (Phase 5a has 26.81 EVEs for 686 sherds and Phase 5b has 33.32 for 1023
sherds).

South Gaulish material still accounts for ¢. 30% of the total sherds, a figure in keeping with
the rest of Britain (Ward 1993, 17) and London (Monteil 2005) where 1** century samian
material still make relatively large percentages of Hadrianic groups. Central Gaulish samian
fabrics dominate the assemblage at 65% of the total number of sherds with a particularly high
percentage of the early Central Gaulish industry of les Martres material at c. 9% of the total
sherds count for the period. While more detailed examination of the decorated pieces is still
needed, the styles of the Les Martres potters X-2, X-4/Igocatus, X-11 and X-12 were
identified. This is also the phase with the highest quantities of pre-import Micaceous Lezoux;
it only adds up to 11 sherds but includes several decorated bowls, one by the potter Libertus
in [4386]. Lezoux material accounts for c. 56% of the total sherd count.

The range of forms widens considerably with at least 46 different types identified, 16 more
than in the last phase. There are almost equal quantities of dishes and cups on the functional
profile based on EVEs. The fact that half of the examples of the fairly uncommon forms
Dr30R come from this phase and were classified as cups might go some way towards
explaining this.

The percentage of decorated vessels based on sherds count fits with other samian
assemblages from Roman London of the period (Monteil 2005, fig.106) where the average
gravitates around c. 20-25%. The percentage of unidentified forms is extremely low and puts
this group in par with assemblages from the waterfront, particularly Billingsgate Lorry Park.

A black-slipped fragment from a Central Gaulish beaker form Dé72 or 74 (J. Bird, pers
comm.) comes from this phase (dump layer [4256]). The figure with a cloth wrapped around
its left arm is close to one used on mould-decorated samian ware (Oswald type 638) but the
Oswald type is without the seat/box behind it (J. Bird, pers comm.). Further research might
provide better definition of this piece.

Phase 6: AD 160-250

There are 1112 sherds from phase 6 for an EVE figure of 39.92. Lezoux fabric still dominates
the assemblage (68%) but the proportion taken by East Gaulish material increases
dramatically with c. 13% of the total number of sherds for the phase. The freshness of the
assemblage is again revealed by the low percentages of unidentified forms (c. 1.62% of sherd
for the period), an unusual figure for samian assemblages of the period in London where the
proportion of small unidentifiable samian forms is usually between 10 and 20% of the group
(Monteil 2005, appendix 2). Samian mortaria and a more diverse range of plain bowls make
their appearance in the samian repertoire and this is reflected on the functional profile (Fig.1).
Plain samian bowls Dr38, Dr44, Cu21 and Wa81 are a late introduction to the samian
repertoire

The percentage of decorated vessels is high (c. 20% of total sherds and c.15% total EVEs-the
highest percentage of all periods), particularly when compared to contemporary assemblages
from London (Monteil 2005, fig.108 and table 23). Unusually very little is South Gaulish and
therefore residual in origin - South Gaulish decorated vessels account for only 2.16% of the
total samian sherd count for Phase 6 - and most of the decorated material is Central or East.
This makes the samian assemblage from Drapers’ Gardens comparable to sites from the
waterfront such as Billingsgate Market Lorry Park and Three Quays House where single
dumps of large quantities of imported wares were deposited (Symonds 1995)

A Lezoux Dr37 with an intra-decorative retrograde stamp (PATERNFE) by Paternus Il comes
from this phase ([2660]). Joining sherds from [4246] and [4248] make up a large proportion of
another Lezoux Dr37 with an intra-decorative stamp but this time by Albucius ii. Another Dr37
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with an intra-decorative stamp by Albucius is in [1867]. At least three vessels by the late Les
Martres de Veyre potter Cettus were identified in this phase, in [2722], [4269] and [4366].

A large handle, unusually plain, from a rare East Gaulish samian dish form Dragendorff 39
(Oswald and Pryce 1920, PI LVII, no.5 and 6) was found in [1771], a floor layer in the strip
building [942] (Phase 6b). The form is rare in Britain (Bird 1993, 6) but examples are known in
London, particularly on the waterfront (Bird 1986, 145).

The other half of the fairly uncommon forms Dr30R comes from this phase.

Phase 7: AD 250-350/400

712 sherds of samian ware are present in Phase 7. The decrease in the proportion taken up
by decorated bowls (c. 14%) is paralleled by an increase in plain bowls. The share taken by
closed forms (plain beakers mostly) increases also to 5% of the samian EVEs in this phase.
Both phenomena are again chronological, beakers such Dé72 and Ludowici Vd are late
samian forms imported from the late 2" century to the mid 3™ century AD. The complete rim
of a rare jar form close to Ludowici KMb with handle attachment, a cupped rim with bifid lid
and barbotine decoration (Oswald and Pryce 1920, pl LXXXIII, no. 4, 7 and 8) was found in
[3006], a dump layer and accounts for the high EVEs figure.

An unusual dish form close to Ludowici To’ from Rheinzabern with overslip buff barbotine
decoration dating to the 3" century (Bird, pers comm. and 1993, fig.3) was recovered from
context [1038] a fill in the timber revetment structure [1766] dated to Phases 7 and 8.

Bowls of the form Ludowici SM with barbotine decoration were recovered from [675] and
[1028], dumpl/levelling layers. Both originate from Rheinzabern.

Phase 8: Very Late Roman AD 350+

There are 383 sherds in phase 8 for an EVEs figure of 15.74. Some of this material is most
probably residual in this phase but some of it is quite late, particularly the Argonnes ware with
roller stamped decoration. Three examples of the bowl Dr37/Chenet 320 from the Argonnes
particularly stand out-two with little squares of geometric patterns and one with an elaborate
stamped scroll. A possible bowl form Gose 64 with rouletted decoration on the upper band
recovered in [403], one of the latest samian forms recorded in Britain (Bird 1993, 10-11).

Inkwells

Samian inkwells are by far the most common types of inkwells recovered on Roman sites
(Willis 2006). Samian inkwells form a good body of indirect evidence for ink writing because
they are less dependent on conditions of preservation than wood and metal. Since they are
relatively common artefacts, they offer the potential for an assessment of the extent of literacy
and contexts of ink-writing within Roman London. There are eight entries in the dataset for
samian inkwells - one has burnt residues inside ([1638]) and another four display ink staining
([1583], [4263], [4250] and [4710]). A single inkwell is Central Gaulish; the others are South
Gaulish in origin. Several other types of finds relating to literacy were recovered from the site,
14 writing tablets and several styli.

Context type Phase [fabric Form | Spot-date

1378 Kiln structure 6b |SAMLG |inkwell | 50-100
Fill of revetment

1583 structure (2221) 6,7 |SAMLG |inkwell | 180-250
Fill of revetment

1638 structure (2221) 6,7 |SAMLG |inkwell | 130-160

4250 Dumpl/levelling layer| 5p |SAMLG |inkwell | 160-200

4258 Make-up layer 6 |SAMCG |inkwell | 160-200

4263 Organic dump layer | 5p |[SAMLG |inkwell | 120-160

4339 Dump layer 4 SAMLG |inkwell 70-100

4710 Fill of ditch/gully 4 |SAMLG |inkwell 70-120

Table 4: contexts with samian inkwells
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Two inkwells were recovered in contexts assigned to phase 4 ([4339], [4710]) and this would
place Drapers’ Gardens amongst the sites with a relatively high number of inkwells in Roman
London in the period AD 70 to AD 120 (Monteil 2008, fig. 4.2.2, 179). The number of sites
with inkwells in the upper Walbrook Valley is generally small at this period (ibid) and this site
adds another layer of evidence for this period. An inkwell from a group spot-dated AD 90-100
was recovered at 8-10 Throgmorton Avenue nearby (Monteil 2005, 85).

Most of the inkwells were found in contexts with a spot-date in the second century AD and
assigned to phases 5 to 7 (table 4). This is in keeping with previous studies of inkwells
distribution in Roman London (Monteil 2005, 86 and 2008) and Britain (Willis 2006) whereby
South Gaulish samian inkwells seem to have benefited from a long life span. The context of
recovery is typical of the upper Walbrook valley - made-ground and refuse.

Recommendations for future work

This is a particularly important and interesting samian group mainly because of its date. Since
most of the material is Central and East Gaulish in date, the emphasis is on the 2" and early
3" century AD. Such large and fresh domestic samian groups are still rare in Londinium as
the period between AD 160 and 200 corresponds to an all-time low in discarded samian
quantities (Monteil 2005). This is often related to a contraction of the town and a reduction in
population (Marsden and West 1992; Perring 1991, 76-78; Perring with Brigham 2000, 159;
Symonds and Tomber 1991, 82). Most large samian assemblages of this date are on the
waterfront.

There are 243 stamps and signatures in this group, 223 of which from phased Roman
contexts. Most of them are on plain ware but four are base stamps on South Gaulish Dr29
([4704], [4705], [1294], [4422]); two are South Gaulish infra-decorative signatures on Dr37,
three are Central Gaulish intra decorative stamps Dr37 and three are East Gaulish intra
decorative stamps on Dr37. A full catalogue of the potters stamps and die identification would
provide closer date ranges.

Full analysis of the decorated pieces - particularly the stratified ones in Phases 6 and 7. There
are at least 81 decorated vessels (150 sherds) of East Gaulish origin and a full identification
of potters could potentially be of great value and add to the other two major East Gaulish
groups from Roman London-St Magnus House (Bird 1986) and Shadwell (Bird 2002;
forthcoming). Attention should also be paid to the Central Gaulish decorated group,
statistically dominant; much can be learned from studying the potters’ styles present.

Rubbings of the stamps and the more interesting decorated pieces-once mounted; they can
be scanned for illustration purposes (in greyscale, 300dpi) and form part of the archives.

Once groups are defined, further functional analysis and spatial analysis are recommended.
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Appendix

EVEs phases

types 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total
24

closed form 0.25 0.9 1.05 0.2

dec beaker 085 | 026 0.05 1.16

bowl 036 | 052 | 348 | 407 | 271 161 12.75

dec bow 077 | 14 779 | 597 | 208 0.8 18.81

dish 3.29 4.86 23.51 14.37 7 6.28 59.31

cup 2.7 5.89 24.81 14.44 6.09 6.05 59.98

mortarium 0.03 0.17 0.88 0.75 183

Total 7.12 13.52 60.13 39.92 19.81 15.74 156.24

sherds phases

types 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total
85

closed form 2 18 30 26 9

dec beaker 9 6 1 1 17

bowl 5 32 104 124 103 50 418
871

dec bowl 42 91 355 230 102 51

dish 101 154 752 447 299 175 1928

cup 52 89 441 242 112 60 996

mortarium 2 18 57 32 109

. 6

inkwells 2 2 2

. 71
unid form 6 29 18 13 5
Total 200 385 1709 1112 712 383 4501

Table 5: raw values for each phase
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APPENDIX 3: POST-ROMAN POTTERY ASSESSMENT
Chris Jarrett
INTRODUCTION

A small sized assemblage of pottery was recovered from the site (four boxes). The pottery
dates from the medieval to the post-medieval periods. Very few sherds show evidence for
abrasion and were probably deposited fairly rapidly after breakage. The fragmentation of the
pottery ranges from sherd material to identifiable forms and a small number of vessels have
complete profiles. Pottery was recovered from 20 contexts and individual deposits produced
small to medium sized groups of pottery (under 30 sherds or up to 100 sherds).

All the pottery (155 sherds and none are unstratified) was examined macroscopically and
microscopically using a binocular microscope (x20), and recorded in an ACCESS database,
by fabric, form, decoration, sherd count and estimated number of vessels. The classification
of the pottery types is according to the Museum of London Archaeological Service. The
pottery is discussed by types and its distribution.

THE POTTERY TYPES

Chronologically the pottery from the site can be divided into 120 sherds of medieval, 31
sherds of a post-medieval date and three sherds that span both periods. Additionally there is
a single sherd of either Mid Saxon to early medieval pottery that requires further identification.

Middle Saxon- early medieval

Unidentified sandy shelly ware (XX) jar, surviving as a rim sherd with an everted, simple
profile, medium to deep neck and a burnished finish. It is hard fired with reduced very dark
grey surfaces and a grey core. The main inclusions are moderate to abundant fine, ill-sorted,
sub-angular clear quartz, sparse to moderate shell fragments up to 1mm and sparse flint. This
sherd could be Mid-Saxon in date, which would make it an anomaly for this area of London or
a non-local early medieval ware.

Medieval
Early medieval

early medieval sandy ware (EMS), 970-1100, one sherd, form: jar; rounded.
early medieval shell-tempered ware (EMSH), 1050-1150, one sherd, form: jar; rounded.

London glazed red earthenwares

Coarse London-type ware (LCOAR), 1080-1200, one sherd, form: early rounded jug.
London-type ware (LOND), 1080-1350, 37 sherds, forms: jug; rounded.

London-type ware baluster jug (LOND BAL), 1180-1350, three sherds.

London-type ware in the highly decorated style (LOND HD), 1240-1350, two sherds, form:
jug.

London-type ware with Rouen-style decoration (LOND ROU), 1180-1270, one sherd, form:
jug.

Late London-type ware (LLON), 1400-1500, one sherd, form: jug.

Non-local glazed wares

Late medieval Hertfordshire glazed ware (LMHG), 1340-1450, one sherd, form: bowl or dish.
Mill Green ware (MG), 1270-1350, one sherd, form: jug.

Unidentified sherd (XX): pink fabric with abundant fine sand and occasional red clay pellets
and an internal red slip. Possibly a fabric variant of Earlswood-type ware (EARL), 1200-1400,
two sherds, form: jug.
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Surrey whitewares

Cheam whiteware (CHEA), 1350-1500, one sherd, form: unidentified.

Coarse Surrey-Hampshire border ware (CBW), 1270-1500, nine sherds, forms: jar or cooking
pot.

Coarse Surrey-Hampshire border ware cooking pot with bifid rim, (CBW BIF) 1380-1500, two
sherds.

Kingston-type ware (KING), 1240-1400, six sherds, forms: dish; small, jug.

Kingston-type ware in the highly decorated style (KING HD), 1240-1300, three sherds, form:

Jjug.
Wheel-thrown coarse greywares

South Hertfordshire-type greyware (SHER), 1170-1350, 31 sherds, forms: bowl; spouted, jar;
rounded (one vessel adapted to an industrial use, jug.

South Hertfordshire-type flint-tempered greyware (SHER FL), 1170-1350, 31 sherds, form:
jar; rounded.

Shelly-sandy ware (SSW), 1170-1350, one sherd, form: ?jar.

Imports

Red-painted ware with olive fabric (REDP OLV), 900-1250, one sherd, form: pitcher.
Saintonge ware with mottled green glaze (SAIM), 1250-1650, one sherd, form: jug.

Medieval/post-medieval wares
Imports

Dutch red earthenware (DUTR), 1300-1650, two sherds, form: dish; flared., jar; small
rounded.
Siegburg stoneware (SIEG), 1300-1630, one sherd, form: unidentified.

Post-medieval
Surrey-Hampshire border wares

Surrey-Hampshire border whiteware with green glaze (BORDG), 1550-1700, one sherd, form:
unidentified.

Surrey-Hampshire border green-glazed whiteware flat-rimmed chamber pot (BORDG (CHP2),
1650-1750, three sherds.

Surrey-Hampshire border whiteware with olive glaze (BORDO), 1550-1700, one sherd, form:
unidentified..

Surrey-Hampshire border whiteware with yellow glaze (BORDY), 1550 —1700, one sherd,
form: unidentified.

Local red earthenwares

London-area post-medieval redware (PMR), 1580-1900, 21 sherds, forms: sugar cone
moulds.

London-area early post-medieval redware (PMRE), 1480-1600, one sherd, form: unidentified.
London-area post-medieval slip-decorated redware (PMSL), 1480-1600, one sherds, form:
unidentified.

London-area post-medieval slipped redware with green glaze (PMSRG), 1480-1650, one
sherd, form: bowl or dish.

London-area post-medieval slipped redware with clear (yellow) glaze (PMSRY), 1480-1650,
one sherd, form: bowl; carinated, type 2.

English Stonewares

London stoneware (LONS), 1670-1926, one sherd: form: ?tankard.
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Imported wares

Chinese blue and white porcelain (CHPO BW), 1590-1900, one sherd, form: saucer.
Spanish olive jar (OLIV), 1550-1750, one sherd.

DISTRIBUTION

Table 1 shows the contexts containing pottery, the number of sherds, the pottery types in the
deposit, the date range of the pottery types, the latest dated ware and a spot date for the
group. Pottery occurs in phases 5-10 and the characteristics of the assemblage are discussed
by phase.

Date range ofLatest pottery type

Context Phase SC Pottery types Spot date
pottery types date range
[106] 9 28 900-1400 1240-1400 KING, KING HD, LOND, LOND HD, 1240-1300
REDP OLV, SHER, SSW, XX.
[1071 9 21 970-1400 1240-1400 EMS, EMSH, KING, KING HD, LOND, 1240-1270
LOND BAL, LOND HD, LOND ROU,
SHER.
[276] 9 2 1080-1350 1080-1350 LOND. 1170-1350
[282] 6¢C 1 1080-1350 1080-1350 LOND. 1080-1350
[345] 8 1 1080-1350 1080-1350 LOND. 1080-1350
[356] 8 1 1080-1350 1080-1350 LOND. 1170-1350
[424] 8 2 1080-1900 1580-1900 LOND, PMR. 1580-1900
[488] 9 32 1080-1350 1170-1350 LOND, SHER FL 1170-1350
[499] 9 1 1080-1350 1080-1350 LOND 1170-1350
[584] 7 1 1080-1350 1080-1350 LOND 1170-1350
[590] 10 28 1080-1900 1580-1900 LOND, BORDO, BORDY, CBW, KING, 1650-1700
LLON, LMHG, LOND, OLIV, PMR,
PMRE, PMSL, PMSRG, PMSRY, SAIM,
SHER
[594] 10 3 1080-1500 1270-1500 CBW, LOND, SHER. 1270-1350
[607] 10 12 1080-1900 1580-1900 CBW, CBW BIF, DUTR, LOND, PMR, 1650-1900
SIEG.
[722] 1 1270-1500 1270-1500 CBW 1270-1500
[869] 10 12 1080-1900 1590-1900 CHEA, CHPO BW, DUTR, LOND, PMR. 18TH C
[906] 9 5 1080-1350 1270-1350 LCOAR, LOND, MG 1270-1350
[1684] 6¢C 1 1670-1900 1670-1900 LONS 1670-1900
[3926] 5 1 XX Mid Saxon — early
medieval
[4255] 5 1 1170-1350 1170-1350 SHER 1170-1350
[4257] 5 1 1550-1700 1550-1700 BORDG 1550-1700

Table 1. DGTO6: Distribution of pottery types showing individual contexts containing pottery,
what phase the context occurs in, the number of sherds, the date range of the latest pottery
type, the fabrics present and a suggested deposition date. SC: sherd count.

Phase 5, 120-160 AD

Three sherds of intrusive Mid Saxon to medieval dated pottery types came from the same
number of layers. All the sherds appear to be intrusive in firmly dated Roman contexts.

Phase 6¢, 160-280 AD

There are single sherds of medieval and post-medieval pottery found in two Roman layers
and therefore the Post-Roman pottery is intrusive.

Phase 7, 250-400 AD

Two sherds of medieval pottery were found solely in layers [584] and [722] and are anomalies
for this phase.
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Phase 8, 350+ AD

From three deposits in this phase there were recovered four sherds of Post-Roman pottery
and all are residual.

Phase 9, medieval
This phase produced a total of 89 sherds of medieval pottery from six contexts.

Cut [133]/[277] produced 51 sherds of medieval pottery in its fills [106] and [107]/[276] and the
majority of the pottery types were contemporary in the mid and late 13" century. In this
feature the main function of the pottery is as drink serving forms i.e. jugs as 66% by sherd
count and mostly in London-type ware (LOND, LOND BAL, LOND HD), besides Kingston-
type ware (KING, KING HD) and the possible Earlswood (XX) sherds but a typical thumbed
and stabbed decorated jug handle is also recorded in the South Hertfordshire greyware
tradition (SHER). The other function of the pottery is as kitchen or storage wares in the form
of jars or cooking pots (10%) and contemporary forms are only in South Hertfordshire-type
ware. However, one of the SHER jars has perforations (holes made post firing) in its base and
appears and contains a residue that is partially glaze like in appearance. This vessel seems
to have been adapted for an as yet unidentified industrial function. This pattern of glazed
wares supplying mostly jugs and the greyware industry providing mainly jars is a pattern
noted previously in the 13‘h-century London ceramic profile.

Fill [488] of ditch [500] produced 32 sherds of pottery, but only one sherd is from a London-
type ware jug, the rest are as two jars in South Hertfordshire-type flint-tempered greyware
(SHER FL) and 29 of these sherds comes from one vessel.

A single sherd of a white slip and green-glazed London-type ware jug was recovered from
layer [499].

Cut [905] produced five sherds of pottery in its fill [906] and all in the form of jugs and includes
a residual early rounded type in Coarse London-type ware, while contemporay London-type
ware and Mill Green sherds are the other fabric types.

Phase 10, post-medieval

In this phase there are 55 sherds of pottery recorded in four contexts, but residual medieval
sherds are frequent.

The majority of the pottery from this phase is associated with a barrel well feature [593]. The
construction well back fill produced three sherds of medieval pottery, probably derived from
deposits truncated by the construction cut for the barrel lined feature. Fill [607] produced
mostly medieval pottery, but a sherd of local post-medieval redware sugar cone mould with
an internal white slip, probably dates the feature to between ¢.1650-1700. Of note in this fill is
a Dutch redware dish with a complete profile. The top fill [590] of the barrel well produced 18
sherds of post-medieval pottery, the rest being medieval. Eleven sherds are as internally
white-slipped local post-medieval redware sugar cone moulds, whilst amongst the other local
redwares is a rare slip-decorated (PMSL) sherd. A largely complete waster or second dish in
this type of ware was found near by at Moor House and may have been made within the limits
of that site during the late 16" century (Sudds 2006). Imported pottery in this fill are sherds of
Spanish olive jar (OLIV) and mottle-green glazed Saintonge ware (SAIM), the latter possibly
residual. The Surrey-Hampshire border whitewares with the sugar cone moulds indicate
deposition between ¢.1650-1700.

Fill [869] of cut [870] is dated to the 18" century by a saucer in Chinese porcelain and the
only other post-medieval wares are a sherd of PMR and the shoulder of a Dutch redware
small jar.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE COLLECTION
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The pottery has significance at a local level as it reflects domestic and industrial activity on or
close to the site. The paucity of Post-Roman ceramics indicates that land use was not
intensive during the medieval and post-medieval periods. The source of the pottery could
have been derived from on site activities, but the material could also have been dumped there
from another location. The ceramic profile of the site is mostly in keeping with the London
area, although the occurrence of a possible Middle Saxon jar is something of an anomaly as
the Lundenwic settlement was largely centred on the Aldwych and Covent Garden area to the
southwest, although a religious enclave is documented in AD 604 at St Paul’'s Cathedral, to
the east and at a shorter distance to the site.

Medieval

The medieval pottery is fairly typical for the London area but only 12"-mid 14" century pottery
types are stratified in Phase 9 and earlier Post-Roman pottery types are either residual or
intrusive in other phases. The late medieval pottery types are residual in post-medieval Phase
10 contexts. The functional uses of the stratified medieval pottery is typical for medieval
London as the glazed redwares supply the jug forms, whilst the greyware industries provide
mostly jars or cooking pots. Of note is the South Hertfordshire grey ware jar with perforations
and a residue indicating that it had an industrial process and therefore this vessel provides an
insight into technologies in medieval London.

Post-medieval

The post-medieval pottery is on the whole fragmentary and relatively few diagnostic forms
could be identified. The pottery types present are in keeping with the ceramic profile of
London, although a sherd of white slip-decorated local redware (PMSL) is a rare find. The
most notable component of the post-medieval pottery assemblage are the sugar refining
vessels indicating that this industry was located elsewhere.

POTENTIAL

The pottery has the potential to date the features in which it was found and to provide a
sequence for them and a number of vessels would merit illustration or photographing. Other
local comparable assemblages of post-Roman pottery have been excavated at 6-8
Tokenhouse Yard (THY01) (Sudds 2003) and Moor House, Moorgate (MRLO1) (Blackmore
2006).

Medieval

The potential of the medieval pottery on the site is relatively minimal, except for informing on
the types of pottery marketed to this area of London. The South Hertfordshire greyware jar
used for an industrial process gives an insight into London medieval industries. Documentary
evidence for the medieval land use of the area of the excavation may give a better
perspective on the importance of the pottery from this period and the importance of its
functions on the site.

Post-medieval

The potential of the post-medieval pottery is rather limited, but the Dutch redware dish
provides an addition to the corpus of forms found in London for this ware. The presence of the
sugar cone moulds also adds to our knowledge for the distribution of this industry in London.
RESEARCH AIMS

A number of research aims can be used as avenues of further research.

Can residue analysis of the contents of the South Hertfordshire greyware jar inform upon
what industrial use it had?
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Are any known sugar refining premises located in the vicinity of the site from which the sugar
cone moulds might have been derived?

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER WORK

A short pottery report is required for the publication of the site. Up to six illustrations of
vessels are required and photographs of the highly decorated medieval sherds would be
useful to supplement the text. Two pottery types require further identification and Post-Roman
pottery specialists at the Museum of London are recommended for consultation. Chemical
analysis of the contents of the South Hertfordshire greyware jar are required to determine
what industrial process it was involved in. None of the ceramics are recommended for display.
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APPENDIX 4: CERAMIC BUILDING MATERIAL ASSESSMENT

Kevin Hayward

Introduction

A very large assemblage (3708 examples) 1037kg of ceramic building material'®® was
retained from excavation at Drapers’ Gardens. The assemblage was examined at Pre-
Construct Archaeology between September 2008 and February 2009 as part of an

assessment of the building materials.
Aims

This assessment serves a number of purposes.

> The identification (under binocular microscope) by form of the main Roman ceramic
fabrics at Drapers’ Gardens. Brick; Tegulae; Imbrex; Box-Flue; Miscellaneous Daub; opus
signinum;

> The identification (under binocular microscope) of the main medieval ceramic fabrics
at Drapers’ Gardens.

> In each section - identify any interesting or unusual pieces that warrant retention.

> A phase summary relating the fabric and form of the different ceramic building

materials with the separate phases of Roman (Phases 3a-8) and medieval (Phase 9) activity
at the site. In particular what materials were being used in the flooring and walling of the
structures on-site and how much of the assemblage can be accounted for by the many
dumping episodes.

> Ascertain whether the type and form of the ceramic building material can tell us
something about the status of the demolished buildings represented by the dumped deposits.
One area of interest is whether any mid-first century bath-house buildings, identified from
demolition rubble elsewhere in Roman London (Pringle 1995; 1996) can be identified from the
fabric, impression work and form of the box-flue tiles and tegula mammatae.

> How typical is the assemblage compared with other Roman sites along the Walbrook
Valley — especially 8-10 Throgmorton Avenue (TGM 99); Tokenhouse Yard (THY01) and 2
Copthall Avenue (CXA 06).

> Make recommendations for further study and research especially thin-section
analysis.
> The compilation of a ceramic building material catalogue (Draperscbm.cat), which

accompanies this assessment.
Methodology

The building materials were examined using the London system of classification with a fabric
number allocated to each object. Cbm tesserae are treated separately in this report to the
stone tesserae (see Drapers’ stone) although comments on the overall character of the
mosaics are made in both reports. The application of a 1kg mason’s hammer and sharp chisel
to each example ensured that a fresh fabric surface was exposed. The fabric was examined
at x20 magnification using a long arm stereomicroscope or hand lens (Gowland x10). Where
possible, comparison was then made with the Pre-Construct Archaeology Building Material
reference collection in order to provide a match. After analysis the common fabric types were
discarded. Any unusual or interesting fabrics were retained.

Condition and Distribution

At a site where the predominant structures are timber-lined there is surprisingly a very high
quantity of ceramic building material (3708 examples) represented at all phases of activity.
Much of the assemblage was recovered from dumped and levelling deposits, especially
Phases (5a-7). Phase 6b has by far the highest quantity (280kg — 27%) and an appreciable
amount of this relates to the kiln structures associated with strip Buildings 8, 9 and 10 (124kg)

19 Including daub and opus signinum
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[964] [1260] [1364] [1378] [1876]. The earliest occupation Phases (3a-4) also contain an
appreciable amount of material (86kg), however, this is all fragmentary and intermixed,
reflecting its use as dumped material in levelling layers (see below).

Roman tile and brick

Fabric overview
Given the extensive period of Roman activity (AD 50-400 - Phases 3a to 8) on-site it was not
surprising that as many as thirty-four individual fabrics have been identified. The quantity and
weight are summarised in the table below.

Phase|Number| Weight (g) [
0 49 27448
3A 60 11189
3B 126 30556
4 178 43212
5 47 6372
5A 278 75363
5B 363 116650
6 213 57635
6A 198 85318
6B 1068 279546
7 851 198484
8 220 91006
9 55 13717
10 2 470

Date
Fabric Fabric Description Range |Number| Weight (g)
2452 Very fine early compact sandy 55-160 683 135599
Roman fabric
2453 Non local calcareous clay fabric | 140-300 4 1037
2454 Fine Eccles Fabric 50-80 251 30285
2455 Very Fine Eccles Fabric 50-80 16 2996
2457 Non local calcareous clay fabric | 140-300 12 4360
2459a Fine early Sandy Roman fabric 50-160 569 252941
2459b Fine Sandy Micaceous fabric very | 120-250 | 210 114407
fine moulding sand

2459c Fine Sandy Micaceous fabric chaff | 140-250 23 14633

mouldings
2815 Vitrified or unidentifiable early 50-160 217 41404

Roman sand
3004 Very coarse quartz rich early 50-160 92 38015
Roman sand fabric

3006 Coarse quartz rich early Roman | 50-160 301 112920

sand fabric
3009 Silty brick fabric lots of angular | 100-120 2 437

large inclusions of clay and
sandstone Hampshire
3011 Silty Weald Clay fabric beige silt | 60-200 1 554
inclusions frequent red iron oxide
very coarse
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Date
Fabric Fabric Description Range |Number| Weight (g)
3012 Non local possibly calcareous 180-350 1 542
fabric
3013 Non local possibly calcareous 180-350 5 787
fabric
3018 Silty Weald Clay large blocky silty | 100-120 15 6700
inclusions
3019 Silty Hampshire 100-120 4 495
3022 Coarse Eccles Fabric 50-80 61 14166
3023 Iron Oxide Radlett Fabric 50-120 321 97524
3023b Coarse Iron Oxide Radlett Fabric | 170-230 20 5463
3026 Non local calcareous fabric 140-300 1 222
3028 Silty Weald Kent Fabric 60-120 1 2256
3028nr3238 Silty Weald Kent Fabric 60-120 2 486
3050 Reigate Fabric rose quartz silty | 140-230 1 743
streaks
3051 Hampshire Brick Fabric lots of 50-120 1 462
stone inclusions fabric
3054 Grog tempered Brick fabric 70-140 9 4608
30557 Clay inclusion rich silty clay 200-350 1 1464
inclusions brick
3057 Silty clay inclusions 75-100 4 1595
3059 Sussex ware lots of chaff 70-140 15 18108
3060 Radlett ware lots of red iron oxide | 50-120 69 26482
3060b Coarse Radlett ware lots of red iron| 170-230 7 2511
oxide
3238 Silty fabric common silty bands 71-100 15 4503
3500 Roman fabric 50-400 2 415
NEW Roman or medieval fabric 2 27
REDSILT Early Roman fabric very fine lots of| 50-400 91 17888
dissolved pores some with red silt
SAND Roman or Medieval Fabric 2 76
SHELLYFAB | Probably a non local calcareous | 140-300 1 401
fabric

In terms of broad fabric groupings their proportion can be divided up into the following:

London Group - sandy fabric coarse moulding sand 2452; 2459a; 3004, 3006; 2815; Red
silty ware

1953 fragments - 599kg By far the most common group in keeping with Roman sites
elsewhere in London these were manufactured between AD 50 and 160 but are present as
reused material throughout the site.

The exception is a variant of the fabric 2452 and 2459a, Red silty ware, which has numerous
cavities and occasional red silty inclusions this is also early as it appears in the early Phase
3b dumps but may have continued to be manufactured well into the 2 century. It was not
possible to trace a comparable texture from the PCA reference collection but it has been
identified recently in the HGAO2 bath-house site (Douglas et al. in prep.). It is common at
Drapers’ with 91 examples amounting to 18kg.
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This fabric group were also recovered in large quantities, used and reused as paving brick in
the Phase 5b-7 oven kilns such as Phase 5b Building 2 [3933]; [3968], Phase 6a repairs
(Building 5) [670], Phase 6b Building 8 [2605] and Phase 7 Building 12 [1293].

Later London group — sandy fabric — fine moulding sand 2459b; 2459c

223 fragments — 129kg — these later sandy fabrics are more micaceous and either have a
very fine moulding sand 2459b or are chaff-tempered 2459c. The fabric 2459b is particularly
common the Phase 6a oven tile base of Building 5 [2759] — 12kg and at other in situ kiln
structures from Phase 5b onwards

North Hertfordshire (Radlett) fabrics 3023; 3023b; 3060; 3060b

417 fragments — 132kg A vast majority (124kg —94%) of these iron-oxide fabrics have fine
quartz inclusions which mean that date from between AD 50-120. Some of this fabric has
been identified in brick reused in in situ ovens such as the Phase 6 Building 9 key-hole ovens
[1876]/[3038] and Phase 7 Building 15 Room C [131]. The later coarser versions 3023b and
3060b (AD 170-230) are not nearly as numerous.

Eccles Fabrics 2454, 2455; 3022

328 fragments — 47.5kg

These very fine early (AD 50-80) white/pink/grey examples of ceramic building material made
from Wealden clay sources are widespread throughout Drapers’ Gardens and occur as early
as Phase 3b. Nearly all of this material is found in demolition debris. Of interest is their
widespread use in mosaics dumped in Phase 6b [2067] along with other early stone and CBM
fabrics.

Non local calcareous fabrics 2453; 2457; 3012; 3013; 3026; Shelly fabric new possibly
2456 Source Weald

24 fragments — 7.4kg. Examples from the (AD 140-350) shelly calcareous group so
characteristic of late Roman (AD 140-350) ceramic building material in London are poorly
represented. They occur in small quantities only in the dumps and pits associated with later
Roman activity (especially Phases 7 and 8). Of interest is one example of a very shelly fabric,
comparable to the rare 2456, in the fill of a Phase 8 timber well structure 569 [573]. This is
probably the latest dated (AD 270-350) fabric at Drapers’ Gardens coming from a kiln outside
of London, in Bedfordshire and has been identified from the adjoining site at Tokenhouse
Yard (THYO1) (Sudds in prep.).

Silty Wealden fabrics 3009; 3011; 3018; 3028; 3028nr3238; 3057; 3238

43 fragments-16kg. Tile and brick made from a range of early banded and blocky silty fabrics
(AD 60-120), from a source in NW Kent or the Weald are present in moderate quantities in
dumps throughout the site. A small quantity of brick was re-used in key-hole oven kilns found
in Phase 6b Building 9 [1378] [3038].

West Sussex fabrics 3054, 3055; 3059

24 fragments 22.8kg. These early (AD 70-140) distinctive grog-tempered bricks sourced to
kilns in the Hampshire/West Sussex region are used in bricks, roller stamped box-flue tiles
and thick curved tile (ceramic column) from Phase 3a onwards. Once again a small quantity
of brick were re-used in later oven kilns on site such as the Phase 6b key hole oven kilns from
Building 9 [1378] Phase 7 Building 12 [969] and Building 15 Room A [1236]. The brick from
[1378] had curious circular wedged incisions (20mm width) which may have functioned as
purchase (grip) on floor tiles (see section on brick).

Reigate fabrics 3050;

1 fragment 743g

This rare late [AD 140-230] busy fabric sourced to kilns in East Surrey has been identified in a
solitary tegula from a Phase 5b levelling layer [3456]. It is also possible that a tesserae
fragment from another Phase 5b levelling layer [3072] was made of this fabric.

Form

Hypocaust Material
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Throughout the site at Drapers’ Gardens numerous dumped examples of box-flue tile; half-
box flue tile, tegula mammatae, chimney pots and curved tile have been recovered from
Phase 3b dumps onwards. All of this material attests to the presence of buildings with heated
rooms or a possible bath-house(s) in the vicinity of the Walbrook.

Box-Flue Tile
62 examples 17.2kg

There is a great variety both in the form, fabric and markings of the fragmentary box-flue tile
assemblage with 99% dateable by fabric from AD 50-160. This variety is a common feature of
early dumps throughout Roman London and Southwark and has been attributed to the
technological changes in hypocaust material during the first century (Pringle 2007, 209).
However, because of the fragmentary nature of almost the entire assemblage it is often not
possible to subdivide it up into the discrete types of box-flue form proposed by Pringle (2006;
2007). Rarely is more than one side of the box flue preserved e.g. [1712] and even then it is
not possible to ascertain its true dimensions.

From Phase 3b onwards there is scattering of dumped box-flue deposits but they concentrate
in Phase 6 and 7 dumps e.g. [2395].

Phase|Type| Suffix |Number Weightl
3A BX |HALF 1 460
3B BX |HALF 1 144
3B BX |HALF 3 520
4 BX |HALF 1 87
4 BX |SCORE 1 261
5 BX |COMB 2 76
5A BX |COMB 4 1463
5A BX |HALF 1 289
5A BX |ROLL 2 469
5B BX |COMB 2 912
5B BX |ROLL 1 163
5B BX |SCORE 1 134
6 BX |COMB 1 190
6A BX |COMB 1 60
6A BX |ROLL 2 536
6B BX |COMB 12 3352
6B BX |CURVE 1 134
6B BX |ROLL 2 863
6B BX |SCORE 1 629
7 BX |COMB 10 2056
7 BX |ROLL 2 1102
7 BX [TEGMAM 1 45
8 BX 1 225
8 BX |COMB 8 2044
8 BX |ROLL 4 619
8 BX |[TEGMAMM 1 1656

Fabric

London sandy fabrics (AD 50-160) 2452; 2459a; 3004 3006 (63%)

Radlett fabrics (AD 50-120) 3023; 3060 (23%)
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Eccles fabrics (AD 50-80) 2454, 3022 (1.2%)

Weald silty fabrics (AD 100-120) 3009 (0.4%)
Hampshire fabrics (AD 70-140) 3054; 3059 (11.6%)
Late Radlett (AD 170-230) 3023b (0.4%)

Late sandy fabric (AD 120-1250) 2459b (0.4%)
Markings

Scoring 3 examples 1kg 2452; 2459b

The earliest type of key markings — the diagonal scored relatively thin-walled box-flue
fragments (15-22mm) are very rarely present at Drapers’ Gardens. Just one example from a
Phase 4 [3377] dump may be the very early (mid first century) Box-flue type 1 lattice scored
example of Pringle (1995, 1125). All were made from the local London sandy fabrics.

Combing 40 examples 10.2kg 2452; 2459a; 3004; 3006; 3023; 3060

The most common type of key marking is the combed form. All are early fabrics but only
appear from Phase 5 dumps onwards. Half of the assemblage is made up of the coarse
London sandy 3006 (AD 50-160), with Radlett fabrics (9 examples) relatively common.

There is some variability in the design of the combed patterns which is to be expected given
that at least 80 identifiable patterns have been recognised (Brodribb 1987). These range from
very fine wavy line patterns [1876] through to coarser curved [2198] and crossed examples
[3554] and finally examples using very coarse 4 combed teeth [587] [1708]. Unfortunately it
was not possible to relate these different styles to a particular fabric or phase.

Roller or Relief Patterning 13 examples 3.7kg  2459a; 3006; 3009; 3054

A wide range of roller stamp dies were recovered in these later (Late 1% - 2™ century) reused
box-flue tiles all of which could be identified in the Corpus of Relief-Patterned Tiles in Roman
Britain (Betts et al. 1997). These include

Reused Die 58 Chevron design in fabric Radlett fabric 3060 (AD90-120) [332] [568] (requires
illustration) also found at Angel Court (Throgmorton Street) (ACW 74)

Die 24 Lowthers billet group (Betts et al. 1997) Maze type design is the only example
represented by silty Hampshire fabric 3009 [100-120] (requires illustration) [120] used in early
at Angmering (West Sussex) no single site in London has >1% of this stamp. First time fabric
3009 from Hampshire used.

Die 23 Lowthers billet group (Betts et al. 1997). A variation on the Maze type of design 24 the
example from the Phase 6b dump [2395] is quite thick 24mm Box-Flue in fabric 3054 or a
variation of as it is particularly silty. This has black sooty residue on its surface confirming it
was once used as part of the heated hypocaust system.

Die 12 [273] Plain chevron design fabric 3023 (requires illustration)
Die 78 chevron design [613] 3023b AD 170-230 (requires illustration)

Die 33 lattice design [764] very rare second known example from London the other King
Street (KNG 85) (Betts et al. 1997) (requires illustration) fabric 2459a (AD 50-160)

Half Box-Flue Tile 2459a 3006; 3023
5 examples 1.3kg

A very small quantity of unkeyed very thin (15-18mm) fragmentary tegulae shaped objects
were uncovered from the earliest phases (AD 50-70) of activity in the entire site. These were
identified in the fills of the ditches associated with the corduroy in Area B Phase 3a [4930]
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[4567] [4784]. These tiles, in which the flanges on the long-side act as spacers to form a
cavity have been described at numerous sites in the city (Pringle 2007, 207) It is possible,
however, that they may be the small box-flue type 3 of Pringle (Pringle 2006, 125). Either way
they represent demolition material from buildings with heated rooms or some of the earliest
bath-houses in London, possibly mid-first century (Pringle 2007).

Curved tile (ceramic column)

Fabric 3054

Two examples [+]; [1378] <135> 2.9kg

Examples of dumped thick large curved tiles with roller stamp key patterning are very rare in
Roman Britain (Betts et al. 1997, 12) yet at Drapers’ Gardens there are two examples, one
unstratified the other from Phase 6b [AD 160-250] keyhole oven of an open framed timber
building [1378]. This example is blackened but has the distinctive Hampshire Grog fabric
3054 (AD70-140) (lan Betts pers. obs.) with a type A low profile tequla mammata Type A of
Brodribb (1987) is attached to the interior. The roller stamp die is identical to Type 37 die
large diamond pattern observed at Trinity Square, London which also has a comparable
thickness.

Roller stamped dies only come in after AD 80-80 in London and the use of the Hampshire
Grog fabric 3054 would date its original use to between AD 80 and AD 140.

The unstratified example also of this fabric is thicker (52mm) but lacks the roller stamp and is
clearly a different example of a curved tile.

As to the function of these pieces — one of their uses it has been suggested is as a column or
an engaged column infilled with rubble concrete (Betts et al. 1997, 12) but this does not
account for the tegula mammata boss on the interior. Clearly the keying was meant to carry or
be set in mortar or another adhesive material and the appearance of tegula mammata and the
heavily vitrified nature of the fabric would indicate that it was associated with the channelling
of hot air that may relate to a bath-house or was possibly reused for this purpose in the Phase
6b oven.

Chimney pot or related function

Fabric 3006, 3060b
Two examples [+] [1713] <1133> 240g

The occurrence of chimney pots once again attests the presence of hypocaust or bath-house
structure in the vicinity. The example from a Phase 7 dump [1713] <1133> is particularly
striking. This is a knife cut chevron patterned narrow (80mm) base neck louvre on a chimney
with a castile shape somewhat similar to Ashstead-type chimneys (Parsons 1971) but lacking
the thumb and forefinger frilling, These designs were identified from a solitary bath-house at
Footscray and have also been uncovered at Silchester. Their most likely function was as a
specialist chimney pot for a bath-house for downward smoking flues from hypocaust (Parsons
1971). Two examples of lamp chimney fragments have also been uncovered at the adjoining
site of 8-10 Throgmorton Avenue TGM 99 (Betts 2001).

The coarse sandy London fabric used in the example from [1713] dates the original use of
this example to between AD 50 and AD 160.

The second example has been identified (James Gerrard pers. obs.) to be a Lockleys St.
Albans pottery fabric.

Tesserae (including Mosaic Fragments)
514 examples 5.4kg London sandy fabric 2452; 2459a;
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2459B; 2815; 3004, 3006
Radlett Group 3023
Eccles Group 2454; 3022
Silty Group 3018; 3238

Individual large ceramic tesserae (average size 25x25x20mm) are scattered throughout the
site in dumps and levelling layers from Phase 3b onwards. These are dominated (90%) by the
London sandy fabric group (AD 50-160) with smaller quantities of the Radlett (20 examples)
Eccles (5 examples) and Silty group (3 examples). The much smaller border tesserae
(12x12x10mm) characterised by the fine red London sandy fabric 2452 and white Eccles
group 2454 are much rarer. All these cubes were manufactured between AD 50 and AD 160
and evidently belonged to different early Roman mosaic floors.

Dumped (mainly border) mosaic chunks (total 1.5kg) are especially common from the Phase
6b dump [2067]. These contain large quantities of small white Eccles 2454 (102 examples)
(AD 50-80) and fine red iron oxide 2452 (AD 55-160) (147 examples) that curve around an
array of early stone types (see stone report Appendix 5) including black Kimmeridge
Dolostone, yellow/brown weathered White Lias and Indurated chalk. This combination of early
ceramic fabrics and stone types indicates that they once represented ornate flooring from an
early (mid-late first century) building of some pretension.

Brick

569 examples 462kg

Fabrics

The variety of brick fabrics encountered from this very large assemblage can best be
summarised in the pie chart below (Fig. 1). Due to the fragmentary and intermixed nature of
much (340kg) of this assemblage, however, it is not easy to pick out individual dumps of brick
material characterised by a single fabric type. The earliest dumping episodes (Phases 3-5)
have a mixture of very early local London Sandy fabrics, white Eccles, Radlett fabrics and to a
lesser extent the more exotic West Sussex and Kent silt groups, all of which date to between
AD 50-160.

Figure 1 Proportions of main brick fabric groups at Drapers’ by weight

1) Early London Sandy Group 2452; 2459a; 3004; 3006 group AD 50-160 (310kg)
2) Late London Sandy Group 2459b; 2459¢ AD 120-250 (55.2kg)

3) Eccles Group 2454, 2455; 3022 AD 50-80 (14kg)

4) Radlett Group 3023; 3060 AD 50-120 (43kg)

5) Other Groups - West Sussex Grog Group 3054, 3055; 3059 AD 70-120 (20kg)
Kent Silt Group 3011; 3018; 3028; 3028nr 3238; 3238 AD 60-120 (11kg)

Red silty fabric (3kg); Calcareous Group 2453; 3012 AD 140-350 (700g)

<N :

O3
o4
m5
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Form and Function

Much of the dumped fragmentary material has been reused with evidence of mortar on
broken surfaces from as early as Phase 3b onwards which indicates use away from the site.
This part of the assemblage should be treated separately to the brick used in the numerous
oven and hearth structures associated with buildings constructed on site between Phases 5b
(AD 120-160) and 7 (AD 250-350/400). These hearth/oven bricks are all located in Area A in
Phase 5b Building 2 Rooms B, C, D [4065]; [3933]; [3968]; [3020] Phase 6a Building 5 Rooms
K, | [2759]; [2776]; Phase 6b Building 8 [2118]; [2605], Building 9 [1378]; [1876]; [3038] and
Building 10 [1364]; Phase 7 Building 12 [969]; [1292]; [1293];[1315]; [1593] and Building 15
[131]; [1236]

The first difference relates to the condition of the brick. Although burnt, a large quantity (140
examples — 122kg) of brick retained from these oven structures or hearths is often complete
or near-complete either as small square bessalis (22cm x 22cm) e.g. Phase 6a Building 5
[2776], larger pedalis (29cm x 29cm) and occasional rectangular lydion (29cm x 38cm) both
found for example in the Phase 5b Building 2, Room C [3933] [3968].

Second, the presence of regular wedge-shaped circular [1378] and rectangular depressions
[1236] in reused early West Sussex grog group bricks 3059 and coarse sandy London fabric
group 3004.

Third, the presence of the shallow-bossed “type A” (Brodribb 1987) tequlae mammata [1876]
[2605] which is normally thought to be added to assist bonding.

Finally, the reuse of very large quantities of early sandy, silty, iron-oxide and Hampshire
fabrics in these much later kilns. Although important the later 2"°-3 century fabrics 2459b
and 2459c form only 40% - 50kg of the total assemblage.

Normally large quantities of complete bessalis and pedalis bricks would be an indicator of
structural support associated with hypocausts and therefore heated rooms or bath-houses.
Furthermore quantities of box-flue tiles in dumps from the site would normally support this.
However, very little of this cavity-walled material is associated with the ovens and hearths and
must be associated with demolition of early buildings with heated rooms or bath-house
structures in the vicinity. One of the other major uses of bessalis, pedalis and lydion are as
flooring for ovens (Brodribb 1987) and the size of the structures (2 metre square) and vitirified
character of the bricks at Drapers’ Gardens would support this. Furthermore, it seems likely
that the regularly linear, circular and wedge shaped ridges and depressions present in some
of the bricks (see above) would have acted as a floor grip.

The other use of brick was as walling as with the large group of brick (35kg) used in structure
[2759], Building 1. These narrow rectangular bricks formed 3 bonded courses on the west,
south and north walls.

Roofing Tile

1881 examples 488kg

Very large quantities of flanged tegula (634 examples 271kg), curved imbrex (331 examples
63kg) and ridge tile (9 examples 5.5kg) as well as undifferentiated (probably broken tegula)
(907 examples 148 kg) form the greatest proportion by weight (47%) and number (50.7%) of
ceramic building material on site. However, as with other large assemblages of roofing tile
found in dumps associated with timber clad buildings in Roman London one cannot be sure
whether any was used in these structures. The absence of any complete tegula and imbrex
would indicate that a majority, at least, come from demolition debris belonging to buildings not
within the immediate vicinity.

Tegula and Roman Tile miscellaneous

634 examples 271kg (tegula)
907 examples 148kg (broken tile)
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These two tables illustrate the vast quantities of broken tegulae and undiagnostic tile present

from all periods in dumps, pits and consolidation levels at Drapers’ Gardens.

a) Distribution of Tegulae at Drapers’ Gardens

Phase|Type|Suffix]Number|Weight (g)[
3A R |[TEG 12 3411
3B R |TEG 32 10551
4 R |TEG 56 20869
5 R |TEG 11 3536
5A R |TEG 49 26020
5B R |[TEG 78 31605
6 R |TEG 35 11427
6A R |TEG 35 18326
6B R |[TEG 115 56277
7 R |TEG 116 49846
8 R |TEG 76 29126
9 R |TEG 6 3858

* including PPBR inscription

b) Distribution of undiagnostic tile at Drapers’ Gardens

Phase|Type|Number|Weight (g)[
3A RT 32 4449
3B RT 57 6321
4 RT 55 9056
5 RT 14 831
5A RT 75 10400
5B* |RT 98 14650
6 RT 51 7605
B6A RT 30 17794
6B RT 229 39871
7 RT 191 24400
8 RT 54 9475
9 RT 13 1651

The intermixing and widespread reuse of the different fabrics (dominated by the local sandy
fabric group 2815) and tegula flange profiles (most common Type 1) and cut/aways (most
common Type B) has made it difficult to identify any patterning in the dumping of this material.

One tile of particular interest had the procuratorial stamp the PPRB from a Phase 5b (AD 120-
160) dump in Area A [3325]. This is commented on under the section tile inscription and

markings.

Imbrex
331 examples 62.6kg

Early Roman 2815 AD 50-160 (especially coarse 3006) (52%)

Radlett Iron oxide fabric group AD 50-120 (17%)

Eccles fabric group AD 50-80 (especially coarse 3022) (13%)

Silt fabric group AD 60-120 (3009; 3019) 2 examples

Other (calcareous; Red silt; late Roman sandy fabric 2459b) 18%
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Fragmented lower angled roofed convex tiles or imbrices are found in quantity in levelling
deposits throughout the site. The earliest Phase 3a-4 dumps (AD 50-120) and ditch fills from
Area B have a surprisingly high concentration (52 examples), containing a variety of early
fabrics and forms. The Eccles (AD 50-80) fabric group 2454 and 3022 are especially thick 25-
27mm with 9 examples from [4706], whilst the iron oxide group (AD 50-120) and coarse
examples of early sandy fabric 2815 (AD 50-160) are thinner (14-19mm).

Ridge Tile 9 examples 5.6kg
2452; 2459a 3004; 3006 Early Roman sandy fabric group 2815 AD 50-160
2459b Late Roman sandy fabric group AD 120-250

Small quantities of fragmentary highly angled convex (>50°) ridge tile used to cover the gap
where the tegulae meet at the apex of the roof were identified, particularly from Phase 4
dumps [885]; [886]; [1035]. All the examples were made from the early Roman sandy fabric
group 2815, especially the coarse 3006.

Tile and Brick Markings
No animal prints were observed in the assemblage whilst the brick and tile had signatory
marks typical of the early fabrics 2815, 3023 and 2454.

One procuratorial stamp marked PPR was identified on a 20mm thick tile (tegula) from the
Phase 5b dumps [3325] <760>. It was made from the same fabric 2459a (AD 50-160) as
used in the other procuratorial stamps in Roman London (Betts 1995, 209). The double
border and bold lettering are consistent with the common Die 10, represented in London by
44 examples in lan Betts study (1995, 210)

The full title of the stamp is PPR.BR interpreted as

procuratores provinciae Britanniae

Procuratorial stamps were manufactured between AD 70-120 by government owned tileries
as part of the massive late first to early second century public building programme (Betts
1997, 221). However, there are no major public buildings in the Upper Wallbrook Valley,
where other procuratorial stamps have been identified at sites such as CHL84, OPT81 and
LOW 88 (Betts 1997, 216-217) and a die 10 example from the adjoining Tokenhouse Yard
(THYO01) (Sudds in prep).

Its occurrence in a Phase 5b dump (AD 120-160) is to be expected given the manufacture
and use of these tiles at the end of the first century and into the second century.

Roman Mortar, Daub, opus signinum

Fabric overview

Date
Fabric Fabric Description Range |Number |Weight (g)
3101R Mortar 50-400 135 4358
3102R Daub 1400BC- 457 33721
400
3104 Opus signinum 100-400 44 34006

Daub and Keyed Daub
457 examples 33.7kg

Much of this sizeable assemblage consists of small degraded undiagnostic lumps of daub
deposited in demolition layers in both Area A e.g. [2382] and Area B e.g. [4327], which may or
may not relate to the on-site timber framed buildings that are a feature of this site from Phase
5a onwards.
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Two types of daub fabric were identified — first examples characterised a fine grey/brown
texture with numerous clear wattle impressions [4313] and then examples having a reddened
almost burnt texture with occasional larger shell and quartz pieces associated with keyed
daub as well as plain daub. Both were in use early on as they have been identified in Phase
5b dumps [4313].

The form of some of the material, also warranted closer examination. In particular 4 examples
of keyed chevron daub. [4370]; [4422]; [4496]; [4313] found in Phase 5b and 6a dumps in
Area B. The example from [4496] is moulded into a tegula shape and is likely to have formed
the corner or edge of a timber and daub building. The habit of keying daub to ensure
application of plaster dates from around the mid first to second century (Betts ef al. 1994) so
its identification during the mid second century at Drapers’ Gardens is not surprising. Area B
has evidence for timber and clay-lined structures from this phase (Building 3) so it is possible
that they may derive from them.

Larger examples of dumped walling daub are also identified in Area A, with a 15kg section of
a collapsed wall identified in [2335].

Mortar

135 examples 4.4kg

Sizeable quantities of gravel type mortar have already been identified at Drapers’ Gardens
from Phase 4 as being used as arriccio that backs and supports the painted wall plaster (see
Appendix 11). This small group of mortar fragments are generally undiagnostic One example,
from a Phase 8 ditch or gully [410] <78> is moulded into a smooth crenulated rectangular
edge with an intancio or thin plaster layer. Its function is unknown.

Opus signinum mortar

44 examples 34kg

Examples of opus signinum, mortar which has crushed tile inclusions, have already been
identified from 38 examples of arriccio that backs and supports the wall plaster at Drapers’
Gardens (see Appendix 11). However there are sizeable 9kg chunks of this waterproof
material being used as flooring in the Phase 5b Room C of Building B2 [2840]. Opus signinum
is a second century innovation so its use in essentially a 2 century building is unsurprising.

Medieval tile

A very small quantity (27 examples) of medieval roofing and flooring tile was recovered from
Area A. This reflects the low level of activity at this time.

Fabric and form overview

Date
Fabric Phase Fabric Description Range Number Wq(a;g);ht
1678 10  |Flemish Tile Silty Fabric 1350-1550 1 303
2271 9 Reduced Sandy Medieval |1180-1800 19 1401
Peg Tile Fabric
2272 9 Coarse Sandy Medieval Peg|1135-1220 1 248
Tile Fabric
2273 8 Coarse Sandy Medieval Peg|1135-1220 3 264
Tile Fabric
2276 10 Fine Sandy Post-Medieval |1480-1900 1 167
Peg Tile Fabric
2587 9 Iron Oxide Medieval Peg |1240-1450 3 486
Tile Fabric
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Peg-Tile and Ridge Tile 2271; 2272; 2273; 2586

A group of coarse medieval (sometimes glazed) peg tile and ridge tile was recovered from the
fill [106]; [107] of a medieval ditch [133]. Examples of very coarse sandy 2271-2273 and iron
oxide 2586 fabrics can be dated from the mid 12" to the mid 13" century.

Floor Tile 1678
A solitary example of a medieval Flemish floor tile with a busy silty fabric was recovered from
the fill [509] of a post-medieval well.

Post-Medieval Tile and brick

Just two examples of post-medieval building material, a fine peg-tile and post-Great Fire
frogged brick (1750-1850) were recovered from Drapers’ Gardens (see below). The brick,
recovered from a late Roman demolition layer [911] must be intrusive whilst the peg tile [509]
is from the fill of a post-medieval barrel well.

Date
Fabric |Phase Fabric Description Range |Number|Weight (g)
2276 10 Fine Sandy Post-Medieval |1480-1900 1 167
Peg Tile Fabric
3032 7 Post Great Fire Frogged |1750-1850 1 495
Brick

Discussion
Phase summary

The phasing summary will assess the overall character of the ceramic building material
assemblage from each phase and (where possible) relate their fabric and form (including
evidence for reuse) to the proposed date and function for each occupation phase at Drapers’
Gardens and comment will be made to the building material from important structures and
features.

Phase 1 and 2 Natural and Overbank Flooding
No ceramic material recovered.

Phase 3: AD 50-70 Early Roman: Corduroy Structure, Channel & Infant Burials

Sub-phase A

11kg (9 contexts) of broken up ceramic building material, all of it from the corduroy part of
Area B, was identified from this phase. This assemblage is dominated by broken roofing
material (9kg) made from early Roman sandy fabrics 2452; 2459a; 3006 (AD 50-160). The
only other fabrics from this phase are the Radlett Group (AD 50-120) and a fragment of brick
made from a West Sussex Grog fabric 3054. (AD 70-140) [4916]. One example of a
fragmentary half box flue tile [4930] may derive from a mid-first century building with a heated
room or a bath-house (Pringle 2006; 2007).

Some of this material came from contexts representing the initial dumping episode at Drapers’
Gardens [4930], whilst the remainder especially [4780], where over half (32 examples) of the
assemblage were uncovered accumulate in the slightly later channel deposits that align with
the timber corduroy structure dated to AD 62. The ceramic building material assemblage is
not exceptional and simply represents small-scale mid first century dumping episodes from
low-status buildings in the vicinity. There is nothing to relate the form of the building material
(e.g. stamps) with any possible military involvement in this area.

Sub-phase B
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Much larger backfill accumulations (31kg — 9 contexts) of broken up ceramic building
concentrate in the re-cut channel [4783] immediately to the north of the old corduroy structure
(e.g. [4706] 20kg). The ceramic building material here had essentially the same form and
fabric as the preceding ditch fill Phase 3a, with two minor differences. First, the appearance of
the very early Kent white Eccles fabric (AD 50-80) in some quantity and then the high
concentration of imbrex roofing tile fragments, 16 in the large backfill deposit [4706]. As with
sub-phase A there is no daub, whilst box-flue tiles are represented by the early half-box form
only. Taken as a whole the assemblage dates to the mid/late first century date which
corroborates with the dating evidence from both Phase 3a and 3b. Most of the assemblage is
indicative of low-status construction material, with the notable exception of some black and
red painted wall plaster (see Appendix 11) and complete Purbeck marble inlay [4706]
(Appendix 6) which are clearly higher status.

One final point of note is the near total absence of ceramic building material to the north of the
re-cut channel in the area containing the 4 timber neonate burials and the door.

Phase 4: AD 70-120 Early Roman: Consolidation

Quantities of dumped fragmentary building material increase during this phase (43kg —178
examples) and this must relate to mass ground consolidation of the entire area (A & B)

The overall character of the dumped assemblage remains consistent throughout the site and
has also changed very little since Phase 3b. The sizeable dumps (10kg in total) in Area B for
example [4339] [4402] [4703] contain essentially the same early fragmentary roofing tile
fabrics 2815 (80%) and 3023 (15%) as those dumps [501] [885] [886] and revetment fills
[1045] [2763] in Area. A. This would indicate that the dumping episodes throughout the site
were broadly contemporary and had derived from the demolition of the same type of low-
status structures identified from the rubble in Phase 3. Although a quantity of dumped
decorative polychrome painted wall plaster (Appendix 11) would suggest that some of these
early structures were of importance.

Of note are a small concentration of rare roofing ridge tiles in the dumps represented by [885]
[886] [1035] and the rarity of cavity walling materials, daub and opus signinum. Where box-
flue tiles do occur they are either half boxed [501] or scored [3377] which typify late first
century forms.

Phase 5a: AD 120-160 Road Layout and First Buildings

There is another increase in the quantity (81kg — 75 contexts) of building material during this
phase, most of which, despite it representing the early development of the formalised
settlement, is still to be found in a fragmentary condition.

To illustrate the point none of this ceramic building material has been identified in the earliest
structure, Building 1 [3331]. Instead they are found broken up in large quantity in the large
central [1895] and southern sections [1708-1712] of the northeast-southwest trending
revetment structures that criss-cross the site during this phase. Other material was used to
level the new road [641] whilst smaller quantities were present as dumps and consolidation
layers in Area B [4467].

In each case the assemblage remains essentially the same as Phase 4, with large quantities
of broken and reused roof tile and brick featuring in all of these contexts. The fabric is once
again dominated by early London sandy fabric 2875. There are, however, some important
additions including the first use of later Roman fabrics e.g. 2459b (AD 120-250) and the iron
oxide 3023b — which is a sure indication that this dumped deposits are later. Furthermore, the
small quantities of box-flue tile are now either combed [1582]; [1711] or roller stamped [1711];
[762]. These techniques were in widespread use during the second century. One striking
example was retained the rosette design [764] is very rare for London.

Another important difference is the increase in t