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1 ABSTRACT 

  

 

1.1 An archaeological evaluation was undertaken by Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited 

between the 5th and 8th May 2009 on land at Howard School, Derwent Way, 

Gillingham, Kent. 

 

1.2 A total of 15 evaluation trenches, each measuring 1.80m by 20m, were excavated 

across the site with the objective of establishing the nature of a large, long, U-shaped 

hollow and to evaluate the presence/absence of archaeological horizons prior to the 

redevelopment of the site.  

 

1.3 No archaeological features or artefacts were observed within any of the trenches. 

Instead chalk bedrock was observed within all the trenches beneath 30-40cm of 

topsoil. 

 

1.4  It is interpreted that the U-shaped hollow was originally the end of a dry river valley 

which was subsequently quarried and landscaped into its present state. 
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2 INTRODUCTION 

 

2.1 An archaeological evaluation was undertaken by Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited 

between the 5th and 8th May 2009 on land at Howard School, Derwent Way, 

Gillingham, Kent (Fig. 1). The project was designed and managed by Peter Moore of 

Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd and was commissioned by Play Football Ltd.  The site 

was supervised by Guy Seddon. 

 

2.2 The evaluation was conducted prior to the construction of ten artificial five-a-side 

football pitches and associated changing and car parking facilities at the site.  

 

2.3 The site was located to the north of the present school buildings on playing fields 

immediately to the south of the A2 London Road, and was centred on National Grid 

Reference TQ 8070 6607.  It covered an area of approximately 2.8 hectares and 

consisted of a large and long U-shaped hollow containing two large and one small 

terraces. The contour maps of the area and the geology maps indicate that the site 

lies at the head of a dry valley dropping northwards to the Medway1. 

 

 

                                                      

1 Mason 2008  
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3 METHODOLOGY 

 

3.1 The evaluation was conducted according to the specification2 prepared by Simon 

Mason, Kent County Council, and the written scheme of investigation3 proposal 

prepared by Peter Moore of Pre-Construct Archaeology Ltd The fieldwork was 

designed to assess the presence or absence of significant archaeological remains, 

which may require further investigation.  

 

3.2 A mechanical excavator fitted with a 1.8m wide flat ditching bucket was used under 

archaeological supervision to remove non-archaeological soils down to the highest 

archaeological horizon or natural level. A total of 15 trenches were opened across the 

study site (figure 2) configured to evaluate right across the site with particular 

attention as to the levels of natural (Fig. 2).   

 

3.3 Features identified within the trenches were then to be cleaned and investigated by 

hand. Investigation was limited to identifying the extent and nature of the deposits and 

to recover dating evidence. The soils were assigned individual context numbers.   

 

3.4 Heights above Ordnance Datum and the trench locations were recorded on site by 

the use of GPS. 

 

3.6 After recording the trenches were then backfilled under supervision. 

 

 

                                                      
2 ibid 
3 Moore 2009 
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4 PLANNING BACKGROUND 

 

4.1 The development of the land has been permitted by Medway Council under consent 

MC07/05681007. Condition 18 requiring a programme of archaeological works has 

been attached to the consent following recommendations by the Heritage 

Conservation Group at Kent County Council.  

 

4.2 In November 1990 the Department of the Environment issued Planning Policy Guidance 

Note 16 (PPG16) “Archaeology and Planning”, providing guidance for planning 

authorities, property owners, developers and others on the preservation and 

investigation of archaeological remains.  
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5 GEOLOGICAL AND TOPOGRAPHICAL BACKGROUND 

 

 

5.1 According to the British Geological Survey the site lies on Upper Chalk with a strip of 

Head present through the northern part of the site.  

 

5.2 No geotechnical information is available for the site but it was been observed on site, 

and the school is aware4 that areas of the school grounds land have been subjected 

to terracing operations in the past.  

 

 

 

                                                      
4 Dave Collins pers. comm. 
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6 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

 

6.1 The archaeological and historical background to the area is thought to be 

one of an intensively occupied landscape in the prehistoric and Roman 

periods between the North Downs and the coastal marshlands. The main 

Roman road between London and Canterbury (then Watling Street and now 

the route of the A2), formed a focus for rural settlement and trade and forms 

the northern boundary of the subject site. 

 

6.2 In the Saxon period a number of estates were formed between the 

Downs and coast with estate centres lying close to the route of the road 

and cemeteries lying mostly to the north. The site has been open 

agricultural land since at least the 19th century though it is unclear if the 

woodland, which by this time lay immediately to the southwest, may have 

extended into the site at an earlier date.    

 

6.3 The site lies at a prominent point overlooking the Medway, and the 

distinctive cut back into the slope and terracing is believed at the school to 

have resulted from landscaping in the 1930’s.5 Kent CC suggested that the 

site lies at the head of a dry valley, so the current landscape may have 

resulted from the terracing of an existing feature. 

 

 

                                                      
5 Ibid. 
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7 ARCHAEOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION 

  

7.1 All trenches consisted of 30-40cm of topsoil [1] over chalk bedrock [3] (Fig. 3 – a 

sample section). There was no subsoil and the chalk surface was relatively smooth 

with occasional patches of brickearth [2] present. There was no evidence for any “cut 

and fill” methodology in the terracing, rather the steps were rock-cut covered in the 

same 30-40cm of topsoil. 

 

7.2 The hollow and three terraces dropping downwards towards London Road would 

therefore be the result of modern quarrying and landscaping. The hollow had a 

maximum height of 65.27m AOD at the southern end and a minimum height of 

53.74m AOD at the northern end (Fig. 4 – N-S and E-W transects across the hollow 

and through the trenches). 

 

7.3 No archaeological features, deposits or artefacts found or observed. 
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8 CONCLUSIONS 

 

8.1 From geological maps6 it appears that the study site probably started life as the head 

of a dry river valley.  The natural hollow that this produced was then utilised as an 

open chalk quarry, which was then landscaped and flattened in the recent past for 

use as the school playing ground.   As a result of this any archaeological features that 

may have been present in the past have long since been totally removed.  

 

 

 

                                                      
6 Mason 2008. 
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Site Code
Context 

No. Plan
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Elevation Type Description  Date Phase Photos No.
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KHOW 09 2 6 to 15 6 to 15 Layer Natural Brickearth 06/05/2009 1
KHOW 09 3 1 to 15 1 to 15 Layer Natural Chalk Bedrock 06/05/2009 1
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