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During groundworks at the Crossness Sewage Works (STW), Thamesmead, London Borough of 
Bexley, associated with the construction of a new reed bed filtration system, a number of driven 
timber posts were uncovered.  The pit was the most southerly of three that are to be excavated as 
part of this project. Upon discovery of the posts work in the immediate vicinity ceased and Pre-
Construct Archaeology were called in to assess the situation.  
 
Pre-Construct Archaeology undertook an archaeological evaluation at the site between September 
and October 2007. Evaluation trench 1, the smallest undertaken, was located in the general vicinity of 
the current groundworks. The results of that evaluation trench are appended below, but no similar 
posts were uncovered. 
 
A total of nine posts had been unearthed, only one of which was still in situ.  They were in good 
condition, with some recent damage primarily towards their bases and measured between 1.50m - 
2.35m in length and had width of between 0.10m - 0.15m. The posts had evidently been squared off 
and tapered at the base to a sharp point.  There was no evidence of prehistoric-type axe marks in the 
timber and the profile of the posts suggests a post-medieval date. In addition the wood appears to 
have been a soft wood, usually indicative of post-medieval timber. 
 
The posts had been found cutting across the southeastern corner of the reed bed in a single line on a 
NNE-SSW alignment, indicative a fence line.  The one remaining post that was viewed in situ was 
vertical.  The top of the post was only c.0.60m below the current ground surface, surrounded by a 
light grey colluvial deposit, beneath which was a thick band of peat. The probability is that the row of 
posts extend beyond the current limits of the current pit. 
 
These posts are not part of the buried prehistoric woodland as unearthed in Trench 3 of the 
evaluation. 
 
Works are currently suspended at this location. 
 



 

Plate to show area where the post were found and the approximate alignment on which they ran. 
Note the thick band of peat overlain by alluvium. 



Plate to show the longest surviving post.  Note pointed end. (scale at 25cm intervals) 

 



 

 
Plate to show squared off timber post (scale at 10cm intervals). 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Figure 1: Location of Watching Brief Observation 
 





APPENDIX 1 RESULTS AT EVALUATION TRENCH 1 
 
The earliest deposit identified in Trench 1 was peat layer [20]. It had a thickness greater than 0.50m, 

a maximum height of –1.56m OD and a minimum of –2.08m OD. Within the peat, at a depth of 

between –1.70m and -1.82m OD, was a lens of clayey silt, [21]. Lens [21] may have been the 

remnant of a washed out flood deposit, perhaps representing a short period of marine transgression.  

 

Peat deposit [20] was sealed by another, slightly darker layer of peat, [19]. Layer [19] was only visible 

to the south of the trench and contained frequent small pieces of wood. It was found at a depth of 

between –1.50m and –1.64m OD and had a thickness greater than 0.58m (not fully excavated). 

 

Overlying the peat deposits was deposit [18]. It was a firmly compacted, mid yellowish brown deposit 

and had a thickness of between 0.76m and 1.22m. This deposit probably relates to the drainage and 

utilisation of the marshes during the medieval and post-medieval period.  

 

Sealing deposit [18] at a height between 0.03m and –0.02m OD was a topsoil layer [17], which had a 

thickness of between 0.50m and 0.80m. 
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