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THE LAND OF MORGAN.—THE CHIEF LORDS. 

BY G . T . C L A R K . 

ROBERT F I T Z - H A M O N , o f w h o m and his conquest some-
th ing has a h e a d y been said, married Sybil , a daughter of 
R o g e r de M o n t g o m e r y , and sister t o R o b e r t de Belesme, 
and b y her had four daughters . A t the instance of his 
wi fe he e n d o w e d the o ld Mercian foundation o f T e w k e s -
bury, f ounded in 715, and of wh i ch Brichtr ic had been 
the patron, and this so liberally that he was ever re-
garded as the real founder. H e found it subject t o 
Cranbourn in Dorset , b u t reversed their relative posit ion 
b y the removal o f the Cranbourn Pr iory t o the n e w 
establishment, o f which i t was cont inued as a cell only. 
The n e w T e w k e s b u r y was f ounded in 1102, and was 
confirmed b y W i l l i a m R u f u s in a charter o f wh i ch 
F i t z - H a m o n was one o f the witnesses, as h e was also 
of that k ing 's charters t o St. Peter 's , Bath, and t o the 
church of Lincoln, bo th preserved among the public re-
cords. Rober t ' s charter was again confirmed b y H e n r y I , 
R o b e r t and his brother H a m o n be ing witnesses ; and the 
same k ing granted a second charter after Robert ' s death, 
in whi ch he inserted a donat ion for the weal o f his friend's 
soul. This is the charter in whi ch is ment ioned the parish 
church o f St. M a r y at Cardiff, and the chapel o f the 
castle there. Sybi l occurs in the foundat ion charter o f 
N e a t h A b b e y , and, w i t h her husband, in his charter t o 
A b i n g d o n . In 1101 F i t z - H a m o n witnessed the charter 
k n o w n as the " Inst i tut iones Henr ic i regis ;" at least his 
name occurs in the Worcestershire version. A s early as 
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1 0 6 4 his n a m e appears in N o r m a n d y , in t h e B a y e u x 
Charters , and again in 1074 . 

R o b e r t bu i l t t h e t o w e r and m u c h o f t h e ex i s t ing c h u r c h 
o f T e w k e s b u r y , d e d i c a t i n g i t t o St . M a r y , b y t h e hands 
o f t h e B i s h o p o f W o r c e s t e r , 23 O c t o b e r , 1123 . Gera ld 
d ' A v r a n c h e s w a s t h e first abbot . A m o n g t h e e n d o w -
m e n t s w e r e St . M a r y ' s church , t h e cast le chapel , a n d 
lands a n d t y t h e s in C a r d i f f ; a fishery, m e a d o w , a n d 
v i l lage o n t h e T a f f ; a n d t h e t y t h e s h e l d b y F i t z - H a m o n ' s 
barons in W a l e s . T o St . Pe te r ' s at G l o u c e s t e r he g a v e 
t h e c h u r c h o f St . C a d o c in L lancarvan , w i t h Ti 'eyguf f , 
g i f t s c on f i rmed b y S t e p h e n in 1158 . H e g a v e also 
fifteen h ides o f l and in P e n h a n or P e n o n . A m o n g F i t z -
H a m o n ' s w i d e possessions occurs t h e m a n o r o f Kyrne , 
near B o s t o n , n o w consp i cuous f o r i ts anc ient b r i c k t o w e r , 
and w h i c h m a n o r w a s h e l d b y R a l p h d e K y m e , and 
a f terwards u n d e r t h e Ear ls of' G l o u c e s t e r b y Phi l ip , and, 
11th of John, by Simon de Kyme .— {Abb . Plac., 65.) 

F i t z - H a m o n w a s fa i thful t o H e n r y as h e had b e e n t o 
R u f u s . H i s last pub l i c appearance w a s at t h e b a t t l e o f 
T inchbrai , 28 September , 1106 , w h e r e a spear w o u n d in 
his t e m p l e r e d u c e d h i m t o imbec i l i ty , in w h i c h cond i t i on 
h e d i e d in t h e f o l l o w i n g year . March , 1107 . H i s b o d y 
w a s la id in t h e chapter h o u s e at T e w k e s b u r y , w h e n c e i t 
w a s t rans lated t o t h e p r e s b y t e r y o f t h e church b y A b b o t 
R o b e r t in 1240 -1 , and over it , in 1397 , a chapel or o ra tory 
w a s c ons t ruc ted b y P a r k e r , t h e e i ghteenth abbot . H i s 
descendants , L o r d s o f G lamorgan , w e r e a lways recogn ised 
as patrons o f t h e a b b e y , and exer c i sed t h e usual l i g h t s 
o n t h e e lect ion o f each n e w abbot . I t w a s also t h e 
bur ia l p lace o f t h e d e Clares and le Despensers . 

T h e inher i tance w a s n o t at t h a t t i m e t h o u g h t t o b e so 
large as t o be dangerous t o t h e peace o f t h e k i n g d o m , 
a n d t o require t o b e d iv ided . H e n r y , m o r e o v e r , h a d his 
o w n v i e w s concern ing it . O f t h e daughters , C i c e l y a n d 
H a w i s e b e c a m e A b b e s s e s o f S h a f t e s b u r y and W i l t o n . 
A m i c e is said t o h a v e marr ied t h e Ear l o f B r e t a g n e , b u t 
seems t o h a v e d i ed early and childless. Mabe l , ca l led 
S y b i l b y W i l l i a m o f J u m i e g e s , was r e g a r d e d as t h e sole 
heiress and t rea ted ac cord ing ly . S h e w a s t h e g r e a t 
m a t c h o f her day , inher i t ing t h e H o n o u r o f G l o u c e s t e r 
a n d t h e L o r d s h i p o f G l a m o r g a n , her father 's o t h e r lands , 
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and those o f her unc le , H a m o Dapifer , 1 in E n g l a n d a n d 
N o r m a n d y . T h e lat ter possessions i n c l u d e d T h o r i g n y , 
o n t h e borders o f B a y e u x a n d Coutances , t w o mi les f r o m 
t h e b o u n d a r y s tream o f L a V i r e . H e r e , at a later per iod , 
her h u s b a n d bu i l t a large and s t rong castle. 

I t has b e e n s tated t h a t H e n r y r ev ived his mother ' s 
c la im t o Br ichtr i c ' s anc ient H o n o u r , a n d i t has b e e n 
supposed , b u t on w e a k author i ty , t h a t m o s t o f t h e lands 
w e r e male fiefs, a n d as such w o u l d rever t t o t h e c rown . 
P r o b a b l y , h o w e v e r , H e n r y w a s c o n t e n t w i t h t h e w a r d -
ship o f t h e lands a n d t h e " m a r i t a g i u m " o f t h e heiress, 
and a l l o w e d t h e m t o v e s t in her. Certa in i t is t h a t 
M a b e l exerc i sed r ights o f ownersh ip , b o t h d u r i n g h e r 
marr ied life and her w i d o w h o o d . 

T h e h u s b a n d se l e c ted for M a b e l w a s t h e e ldest o f 
H e n r y ' s natural sons, b y n a m e R o b e r t , a n d d i s t inguished , 
p r o b a b l y f r o m his b i r th place , as ROBERT o f Caen. T h e 
genera l be l i e f has l o n g b e e n t h a t his m o t h e r w a s N e s t , a 
d a u g h t e r o f R h y s o f T w d w r , w h o cer ta in ly l i v e d w i t h t h e 
k i n g for s o m e t ime , and w h o h a d f r o m h e r fa ther t h e 
L o r d s h i p o f Caerau or C a r e w in P e m b r o k e s h i r e , a n d b y 
her husband , G e r a l d d e W i n d s o r , was ancestress o f t h a t 
fami ly , w h o d e r i v e d the i r s i rname f r o m the i r off ice o f 
Caste l lan o f W i n d s o r Castle . L a p p e n b e r g , w h o accepts 
N e s t as R o b e r t ' s m o t h e r , thus ac counts for t h e n u m b e r o f 
W e l s h w h o f o l l o w e d h i m t o t h e b a t t l e of L inco ln , a n d 
P a l g r a v e rests u p o n it a c i rcumstant ia l narrative, b u t 
there is n o e v i d e n c e for t h e fact , w h i c h m o r e o v e r was n o t 
a c c e p t e d b y D u g d a l e . 

T h e dates o f R o b e r t ' s b i r th a n d marr iage are unrecor -
d e d , a n d can o n l y b e inferred. H e w a s cer ta in ly b o r n 
be fore his father ' s accession in 1100 , a n d h e seems t o 
h a v e b e e n t h e e ldes t o f H e n r y ' s m a n y natural chi ldren. 
H e n r y h imse l f w a s b o r n in 1068 . R o b e r t ' s d a u g h t e r was 
marr ied t o t h e Ear l o f Ches ter shor t ly b e f o r e t h e ba t t l e o f 
L i n c o l n in 1141 , b u t as w o m e n w e r e t h e n marr ied early 
th is p roves l i t t le . I n 1140 , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e G e s t a 
Stephani , a f ter t h e capture o f t h e Dev izes , R o b e r t ' s son 

1 This statement, which there seems no 
reason to doubt, assumes that Hamo 
died, at the latest, soon after his niece's 
marriage, but a "Hamo dapifer" witnessed 
a precept by Heury I concerning Savigny 

Abbey in 1112, and a charter by Hugh 
Wade in 1168, and other documents in 
Normandy. He is called "Dapifer" or 
"I'inccrna," indifferently. Who was he? 
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was sent t o share t h e c u s t o d y o f t h e castle. A b o u t 1142 , 
Phi l ip , another son, is s p o k e n o f as t a k i n g an ac t ive par t 
011 his father 's side, and h e w a s marr ied t o a niece or 
g r a n d a u g h t e r o f R o g e r d e B e r k e l e y . S u p p o s i n g P h i l i p 
b o r n about 1120 , a n d n o t t h e e ldest son, i t seems poss ib le 
t h a t R o b e r t m u s t h a v e marr ied as early as 1 1 1 6 - 1 7 or 
e v e n a f e w years earlier.1 S u c h is t h e conc lus ion o f 
M r . F l o y d , w h o has w o r k e d o u t t h e p o i n t w i t h his 
usual sagac i ty . Th is w o u l d g i v e t h e adminis t rat ion 
o f t h e estates t o t h e c r o w n for a b o u t t e n years. I f t h e 
marr iage t o o k place in 1117 , t h e lady , F i t z - H a m o n ' s e ldest 
daughter , c ou ld n o t h a v e b e e n less than fourteen , and 
was p r o b a b l y nearer t w e n t y . H e n r y w a s n o d o u b t w e l l 
aware o f t h e g r e a t abil it ies o f his son, and t h o u g h t h i m a 
safe m a n t o w ie ld so g r e a t a n d pecul iar a p o w e r . 

T h e w o o i n g was c o n d u c t e d b y t h e k i n g in person, and, 
i f fa i th fu l ly re lated b y R o b e r t o f G louces ter , g ives a h i g h 
n o t i o n o f t h e lady ' s g o o d sense : — 

" The kynge of sogte hyre sayth ynon, so that atten end 
Mabyle hym answerde . . ." 

S h e t o l d h i m his w o o i n g was m o r e for w h a t she h a d 
t h a n for herself , and t h a t w i t h s u c h an her i tage she 
o u g h t n o t t o marry a l o v e r unless h e h a d a t o - n a m e or 
s irname, a n d that as F i t z - H a m o n ' s d a u g h t e r she c o u l d 
ask n o less. 

" So vayr, as ych abbe, yt were me gret ssame, 
Vor to abbe an loverd, bote lie abbe an tuo name.'' 

H e n r y a d m i t s this , and says his son shall b e ca l led 
" R o b e r t le F i t z le R o y , " a s i rname w h i c h h o w e v e r h e 
does n o t s eem ever t o h a v e borne . T h e n , w i t h an 
eye t o t h e future , M a b e l asks w h a t the i r son is t o b e 
cal led. 

" Robert Erie of Gloucestre by name I sal he and ys 
Yor he ssal be Erie of GHoucestre, and hys eyrs ywys." 

S h e a n s w e r s — 

1 In 1118 lie witnessed a Charter by Henry 1 to Savigny as " Robertas Alius regis. 
— Gall: Christ: xi, 112. 
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. well lykoth me thys 
" In this forme yeliolle, that all my thyng be liys. 

This was ei'lene hondred yer, and in the yer ryght. 

And of the kynges crounement in the (ninthe) yere 
The vorst Erie of Gloucestre thus was mayd then 
Robert, that spoused the ryght eyr, King Henry's sone, 
That vor hys gode dede worth, ych were evene in mone." 

M a l m e s b u i y says o f t h e C o u n t e s s — " S h e w a s a nob le 
and exce l l ent w o m a n , a l a d y d e v o t e d t o her husband , a n d 
b l e s t w i t h a n u m e r o u s a n d beaut i fu l p r o g e n y . " 

T h e actual conferr ing o f the t i t le seems t o h a v e f o l l o w e d 
t h e marr iage , a n d R o b e r t cer ta in ly bore i t 1119 , 2 0 t h 
H e n r y I. I n t h e chronic les o f t h a t per iod t h e northern 
t i t le o f E a r l is o f t en r endered b y t h e L a t i n " Consu l , " 
and Ear l R o b e r t is o f t e n cal led Consu l o f G louces ter , or 
" R o b e r t Consu l . " 

D u r i n g t h e s i x t e e n or m o r e years t h a t passed b e t w e e n 
this creat ion a n d H e n r y ' s d e a t h R o b e r t ' s chief" a t tent ion 
seems t o have b e e n g i v e n t o his W e l s h lordship , and 
w h a t e v e r F i t z - H a m o n m a y have ach ieved in s u b d u i n g 
t h e nat ives , t h e real w o r k o f organiz ing a n d adminis ter ing 
t h e conquest , a n d p r o v i d i n g de fences for t h e c o n q u e r e d 
terr i tory , seems t o h a v e b e e n in a great measure t h e w o r k 
o f Ear l R o b e r t . F i t z - H a m o n m u s t necessari ly h a v e 
p r o v o k e d m u c h personal e n m i t y , a n d h is c lose a t t e n d a n c e 
u p o n R u f u s , a n d his large estates in N o r m a n d y p r o b a b l y 
o c c u p i e d m o s t o f his t i m e d u r i n g t h e seventeen years in 
w h i c h h e s u r v i v e d his c onques t , n o r is there any t rad i t i on 
or mater ia l t race o f any , e v e n mi l i tary , w o r k in G l a m o r g a n 
w h i c h can b e ascr ibed t o him. E a r l R o b e r t , o n t h e o t h e r 
h a n d , w a s n o t assoc iated w i t h a n y o f t h e acts o f v i o l ence 
c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e conques t , and his roya l c onnec t i on , 
vas t p o w e r , a n d t h e g r e a t m o d e r a t i o n o f his character , 
w e r e all ca l cu la ted t o lead t h e W e l s h t o s u b m i t t o his 
rule. H e a l l o w e d t h e m e n in t h e hills t o retain u n m o -
les ted the ir " M o e s - y - D e v o d " or local c u s t o m s t o w h i c h 
t h e y w e r e a t tached . T h e sons o f J e s t y n w e r e c on f i rmed in 
the ir possessions, as w a s C y n f r i g , w h o s e t w o descendants , 
I e v a n D a v i d ap L l e w e l y n V a c h a n , a n d M o r g a n L l e w e l y n 
ap I e v a n M a d y , w e r e t h e patr iarchs o f t h e n u m e r o u s 
families w h o d w e l t in Misc in . T h e W e l s h L o r d o f S e n g h e -
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l i y d d was a l l owed t o retain his p a t r i m o n y , and w i t h i t a 
power , w h i c h in t h e n e x t generat ion b e c a m e t roub lesome . 
O n t h e whole t h e W e l s h o f M o r g a n w g seem t o h a v e accep-
t e d t h e inevitable , and t o h a v e respec ted t h e lord 's d e m e s n e 
lands and those o f his dependants , and t h a t t h e y were , on 
the w h o l e , peaceable subjects , and t h a t there was a 
d ispos i t ion t o g i v e t h e m fair play, m a y be perhaps inferred 
f r o m t h e const i tut i on of t h e local inquests in t h e suc ceed ing 
century , w h e n , e v e n in t h e distr icts border ing on t h e hills, 
t h e jurors w e r e a lmost all W e l s h m e n . T h e c o n q u e s t was , 
h o w e v e r , far t o o recent , a n d t h e W e l s h spirit far t o o 
j ea l ous o f contro l t o a l low t h e lord ' s a u t h o r i t y t o rest 
a lone u p o n an equi table s y s t e m o f g o v e r n m e n t . Ear l 
R o b e r t , w h o is k n o w n t o h a v e bu i l t Br i s to l Cast le , is 
r epor ted also t o h a v e b u i l t t h a t o f Cardif f , and t h e 
mater ia l e v i d e n c e o f t h e p o l y g o n a l k e e p and o f t h e o u t e r 
wa l l is in h a r m o n y w i t h this tradit ion. T h e cast le w a s 
cer ta in ly a p lace o f g r e a t s t rength , w h e n , in 1126 , D u k e 
R o b e r t was r e m o v e d f r o m t h e D e v i z e s a n d p laced in 
charge o f t h e Earl , w h o l o d g e d h i m first at Bristo l , a n d 
v e r y soon a f terwards at Cardif f , w h e r e h e d i e d in 1134. 
Ear l R o b e r t seems also t o h a v e b u i l t a castle a t L l a n -
trissant, and t h e accounts o f t h e L o r d s h i p in 1 1 8 4 s h o w 
t h a t the castles o f N e w p o r t , K e n f i g , and N e a t h w e r e a t 
t h a t t i m e regular ly establ ished fortresses. P e n l l y n e 
k e e p , w i t h i ts h e r r i n g - b o n e masonry , is p r o b a b l y a w o r k 
o f Ear l R o b e r t ' s t ime , a l though t h e Norr ises d o n o t 
appear t o h a v e h e l d t h e fief unt i l R o b e r t N o r r i s r e ce ived 
i t f r o m W i l l i a m , t h e Earl ' s successor , w h o s e v i c e c o m e s h e 
was. T h e o lder remains o f t h e castles o f Su l ly , F o n m o n , 
Cast le ton , D u n r a v e n , a n d O g m o r e , t h e seats o f t h e 
famil ies o f Su l ly , S t . J o h n , N e r b e r d , B u t l e r a n d D e 
L o n d r e s , po ints t o t h e same date , as d o t h e wal ls a n d 
g a t e o f t h e cast le o f N e w c a s t l e , a n d t h e o ldes t part o f t h e 
Turberv i l l e castle o f C o y t y . 

Ear l R o b e r t ' s rule also p r o d u c e d w o r k s o f a m o r e 
paci f ic character. I n 1147 h e f o u n d e d t h e A b b e y o f 
M a r g a m and e n d o w e d it w i t h lands b e t w e e n K e n f i g a n d 
t h e A v a n . T o d e Granvi l le ' s f o u n d a t i o n o f N e a t h A b b e y , 
t o w h i c h h e s u c c e e d e d as patron , lie g a v e P o n t e and 
Blackscarr , and these t w o foundat ions , t h o u g h occasional ly 
a t t a c k e d b y t h e W e l s h , were , on t h e who le , popu lar w i t h 
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t h e m , and rece ived f r o m t h e nat ive lords v e r y large 
add i t i ons t o the i r possessions. 

A l s o , in 1126 , h e hea led a l o n g o p e n sore b e t w e e n t h e 
l o rds o f G l a m o r g a n and the i r b ishops . T h e E a r l g a v e 
u p a fishery o n t h e E l y , 100 acres of cu l t ivab le land in 
t h e marsh b e t w e e n Taf f a n d E l y , t h e r i ght t o t a k e l ime 
f r o m t h e forests f o r t h e repairs of t h e church, t h e chapel 
o f S t u n t a f f or W h i t c h u r c h , t h e parishioners o f w h i c h he 
a l l o w e d t o a t t e n d L landa f f at Christmas, Easter , a n d 
P e n t e c o s t , a n d t o b e b u r i e d in Llandaf f , a n d o ther 
matters . T h e B i s h o p agreed t o set aside d ivers c o m -
plaints h e h a d t o m a k e , a n d so t o ad just h is we i r t h a t 
t h e p i p y e o f t h e r iver s h o u l d ne i ther b e i m p e d e d b y 
floods f r o m a b o v e or b e l o w . T h e jur i sd i c t i on o f t h e 
B ishop ' s m a n o r c o u r t w a s sett led , and i t was agreed t h a t 
ordeal b y fire shou ld b e t r i ed at Llandaf f , and b y water . 

fossa judicialis aqua, on the Bishop's land near Cardiff 
Castle . Jud i c ia l duels w e r e t o b e f o u g h t o u t in t h e 
castle, sav ing t h e B i shop ' s r ights . T h e c o n c o r d was 
drawn u p be fore t h e K i n g w i t h some formal i ty , a n d 
a m o n g t h e wi tnesses are f o u n d A r c h d e a c o n TJcketred, 
Isaac t h e B i s h o p ' s chaplain, R i c h a r d V i c e c o m e s cle K a r d i , 
P a g a n d e Tuberv i l l e , R o d b e r t F i t z - R o g e r , R i c h a r d d e St . 
Quint in , M a u r u d e Londres , O d o Sor, and G a u f f : d e Maisi . 

Ear l R o b e r t ' s a t t ent i on t o his W e l s h L o r d s h i p d i d n o t 
lead h i m t o n e g l e c t t h e interests o f his father. H e served 
w i t h H e n r y at t h e bat t l e o f B r e n n e v i l e in 1119 , (?) and w a s 
at t h e t a k i n g o f B y t o n Cast le in 1122 , and in 1 1 2 7 w a s 
a m o n g those w h o swore in H e n r y ' s presence an oath o f 
a l legiance t o his d a u g h t e r , a p l e d g e w h i c h he a m p l y 
r e d e e m e d , t h o u g h s u p p o s e d b y some wri ters t o have had 
an e y e h imse l f t o t h e succession. 

N e a t h A b b e y was f o u n d e d about 1129 b y R i c h a r d d e 
Granvi l le , F i t z - H a m o n ' s chie f baron, and p r o b a b l y his near 
relat ive. T h e f o u n d a t i o n charter is n o t dated , b u t i t runs 
in t h e names o f R i c h a r d d e Granvi l l e a n d Cons tant ia his 
wi fe , and prov ides f o r t h e wea l of R o b e r t , Ear l o f 
Gloucester , M a b e l his wi fe , a n d W i l l i a m the i r son. 
A m o n g s t t h e wi tnesses w e r e R i c h a r d d e St . Quint in , 
R o b e r t d e U m f r a v i l l e , P a g a n d e Turbervi l le , William 
Pincerna , a n d R o b e r t d e Granvi l le , all G l a m o r g a n Barons , 
and t h e Ear l u n d e r t o o k t o g u a r d and d e f e n d t h e g i f ts . 
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H e n r y d i e d 1 D e c . , 1135 , and , i t is s ta ted b y Order i c , 
p laced , o n his d e a t h bed , in t h e h a n d s o f R o b e r t £ 6 0 , 0 0 0 
for t h e p a y m e n t o f his h o u s e h o l d and i m m e d i a t e fo l lowers . 
H i s death was f o l l o w e d 15 Apr i l , 1136 , b y a r is ing in 
S o u t h W a l e s , in w h i c h R i c h a r d F i t z - G i l b e r t , son o f t h e 
conqueror o f Card igan , w a s slain. T h e W e l s h inburs t 
was severe. W h e t h e r t h e y ac tua l ly r e c o v e r e d G o w e r 
f r o m H e n r y d e B e l l o m o n t is uncerta in , b u t t h e y d e s t r o y e d 
m a n y castles, churches , a n d houses , and s laughtered b o t h 
r ich and poor . Th is is t h e r is ing t h a t seems t o have 
caused d e Granvi l le t o ret ire f r o m N e a t h t o his D e v o n 
lordship, l eav ing h is fief in t h e hands o f his ch ie f L o r d . 
Gira ldus says, " a f t e r cross ing t h e N e d d w e p r o c e e d e d 
t o w a r d s t h e R i v e r L o c h e r , t h r o u g h t h e plain in w h i c h 
H o w e l ap M e r e d i t h o f B r e c k n o c k , a f ter t h e d e a t h o f 
H e n r y I , g a i n e d a s ignal v i c t o r y over t h e Eng l i sh , and 
F l o r e n c e o f W o r c e s t e r m e n t i o n s a severe ba t t l e f o u g h t 
in G o w e r 1 Jan. , 1136 , b e t w e e n t h e N o r m a n s and t h e 
W e l s h , a f ter w h i c h t h e main inroad occurred a n d R i c h a r d 
F i t z -G i lber t fe l l . " T h e W e l s h oc cupat ion o f G o w e r m u s t 
h a v e rendered D e Granvi l le ' s pos i t i on on t h e N e d d one o f 
g r e a t danger , and i t w a s p r o b a b l y u n d e r th is pressure 
t h a t h e ret ired. 

Earl R o b e r t re turned t o E n g l a n d w i t h H e n r y ' s corpse , 
and p r o b a b l y at t h a t t i m e regarded Mat i lda ' s cause as 
hopeless , f or he m a d e t e rms w i t h S t e p h e n , and g a v e in 
his al legiance, t h o u g h u p o n c o n d i t i o n s w h i c h g a v e t o his 
adhes ion a g r e a t air o f equal i ty . I n 1136 his n a m e as 
R o b e r t , Earl o f Gloucester , appears as a wi tness t o 
S tephen ' s Charter de libertatibus, etc . I n 1138 he re ce ived 
f r o m S t e p h e n a conf i rmat ion o f F i t z - H a m o n ' s g i f t s t o St . 
Peter ' s , G louces ter , and t h o s e o f St. Michae l ' s , O g m o r e , 
and St . Br ide 's , w h i c h a le t ter o f H e n r y , B i s h o p o f W i n -
chester , Papa l L e g a t e in 1 1 3 9 - ] 148, m e n t i o n s as p r o c e e d -
i n g f r o m Maur i ce d e Londres . T h e L e g a t e ' s l e t ter relates 
t o a chapel bu i l t in L lancarvan parish cont rary t o the w i sh 
o f t h e Abbot o f St . Peter ' s , and in w h i c h t h e b i shop is 
d i rec ted n o t t o a l low service t o b e per formed . This l e t t e r 
is en forced b y one o f a similar character f r o m A r c h b i s h o p 
Theoba ld . According t o t h e G l o u c e s t e r car tu lary t h e 
donat ions o f Maur ice , son o f W i l l i a m d e L o n d r e s , w e r e 
m a d e in 1141 , b u t i f t h e d a t e o f S tephen ' s charter b e 
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correct th is m u s t h a v e b e e n a conf i rmat ion only . T h e 
donat ions w e r e St . Michae l o f E w e n n y , St . Br ide ' s , w i t h 
t h e chapel o f O g m o r e o f L a n f e y , a n d t h e church o f St . 
Michae l ' s o f C o l v e s t o n (Co lwins ton ) , o f O y s t e r m o u t h in 
G o w e r , a n d o f Penbrae . 

I n 1138 Ear l R o b e r t bu i l t Br i s to l Castle, a v e r y s t rong 
fortress, a t the j u n c t i o n o f t h e F r o m e w i t h t h e A v o n , in 
a v e r y l o w m a r s h y distr ict . Th is cast le has l o n g been 
d e s t r o y e d , save a c rypt . I t is said t o h a v e h a d a 
rec tangular k e e p , w h i c h , in such a pos i t ion , is probable , 
and o f w h i c h t h e we l l has been re cent ly d i scovered . T h e 
k e e p was faced w i t h C a e n stone. In the f o l l o w i n g year , 
la te in t h e summer , t h e Ear l b r o u g h t over his sister t o 
E n g l a n d , l and ing at P o r t s m o u t h , w h e n c e he l o d g e d her a t 
A r u n d e l , t h e p o l y g o n a l k e e p a n d gatehouse o f w h i c h h a d 
re cent ly b e e n c o n s t r u c t e d b y W i l l i a m d 'A lb in i , w h o h a d 
marr ied A d e l i z a , t h e s e c o n d w i f e and w i d o w o f H e n r y I . 
O n hear ing of t h e Empress ' s arrival S t e p h e n at once b r o k e 
u p the s iege o f M a r l b o r o u g h and appeared be fore A r u n d e l . 
B y some accounts his c o u r t e s y was such t h a t he a l l owed 
her t o ret ire w i t h her b ro ther t o W a l l i n g f o r d , t o Br ian 
F i t z - C o u n t , w h e n c e she w e n t t o Mi l o , t h e Constab le o f 
E n g l a n d , at G louces ter , and t h e n c e , as a v e r y strong-
retreat , t o Bristo l . E a r l y in O c t o b e r Ear l R o b e r t ' s 
preparat ions w e r e c o m p l e t e d , and in D e c e m b e r , wh i l e 
S t e p h e n was a t t a c k i n g W a l l i n g f o r d b y means o f a g reat 
w o o d e n t o w e r or malvoisin, he t o o k W o r c e s t e r , and in t h e 
f o l l o w i n g Apr i l , N o t t i n g h a m . S t e p h e n in t h e m e a n t i m e 
h a d a t t a c k e d a n d fa i led be fore Bristol , a n d h a d ravaged 
a part o f t h e H o n o u r o f G louces ter , in Somerset . I n 
1141 R o b e r t l o d g e d s o m e o f his E n g l i s h hos tages wi th 
t h e C o u n t o f A n j o u , Mat i lda ' s husband , and in t h e same 
year he f o u g h t t h e bat t l e o f L inco ln , h a v i n g led into t h e 
field a large b o d y o f W e l s h m e n , th is b e i n g p r o b a b l y t h e 
first t i m e t h a t t h e N o r m a n L o r d o f G l a m o r g a n had b e e n 
so suppor ted . S t e p h e n , there t a k e n capt ive , w a s sent t o 
Br i s to l Castle , and soon a f terwards at O x f o r d M a t i l d a 
c reated M i l o o f G louces ter Earl o f H e r e f o r d , Earl R o b e r t 
a t t e s t ing t h e creation. 

These successes w e r e in jur ious t o the character a n d 
cause o f t h e Empress , w h o d i sgus ted her supporters , a n d 
in consequence h a d t o flee t o W i n c h e s t e r , wl iere she he ld 
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t h e royal cast le at one end o f t h e c i ty , and laid s iege t o 
t h e b i shop in his castle of W o l v e s e y at t h e other. H e r e 
she was b l o c k a d e d b y Stephen ' s fr iends, and b e t w e e n t h e m 
and t h e b i shop was so pressed, t h a t she escaped, i t is 
said, in a coffin, and reached Gloucester , whi le Ear l 
R o b e r t , c o v e r i n g her flight, was t a k e n and c o m m i t t e d t o 
t h e castle at R o c h e s t e r , w h e n c e h e was speed i ly e x c h a n g e d 
for Stephen . T h e w a r w a s cont inued , t h e Ear l f rustrated 
Stephen ' s a t t e m p t s u p o n W a l l i n g f o r d , t h e n one o f t h e 
s t rongest places in t h e south o f E n g l a n d as i n d e e d its 
e x t a n t ear thworks still t es t i fy , and h e also h o v e r e d over 
S tephen ' s m a r c h t o W i n c h e s t e r , and m u c h i m p e d e d his 
m o v e m e n t s . 

T h e Ear l n e x t rev is i ted t h e c ont inent a n d b r o u g h t 
over G e o f f r e y P l a n t a g e n e t , l and ing at W a r e h a m , w h e r e 
w i t h some d i f f i cu l ty and de lay h e t o o k t h e castle. I n 
1143 , 1 J u l y , h e a t t a c k e d S t e p h e n at W i l t o n and d r o v e 
h i m out , and C o u n t G e o f f r e y r e t u r n e d t o A n j o u , t a k i n g 
w i t h h i m H e n r y , t h e future k ing . 

I n 1145, d i ed R i c h a r d t h e first A b b o t o f N e a t h . I n 
1146 , B i s h o p U c h t r e d o f L landaf f relates in a charter h o w 
in this year , b y t h e m e d i a t i o n and concess ion o f Ear l 
R o b e r t , peace was establ ished b e t w e e n t h e b i s h o p and t h e 
a b b o t and m o n k s o f T e w k e s b u r y , t h e b i shop g i v i n g 
consent t o the ir h o l d i n g all t h e t y t h e s and benef ices g iven , 
or t o b e g iven , lawfu l ly t o t h e m in his d iocese , and t h e y 
y i e ld ing t o the b i shop the ir t y t h e o f t h e cu l t i va ted 
d e m e s n e in the m o o r b e t w e e n Ta f f a n d E l y , and t w o parts 
o f the t y t h e o f M e r t h y r - M a w r a n d that a t t a c h e d t o St . 
John ' s Chapel . F u r t h e r , sav ing t o Llandaff ' its o w n 
claim, t h e y consent t o a l l ow t o t h e B ishops o f L landaf f a 
burial at T e w k e s b u r y , o f w h i c h pr iv i lege h o w e v e r t h e y 
d i d n o t avail themselves . T w e n t y years be fore this t h e 
Ear l h a d set t led his o w n di f ferences w i t h U r b a n , t h e 
b ishop 's predecessor , in an amicable manner , and some 
t i m e a f terwards B i s h o p U c h t r e d ' s c o n c o r d was in l ike 
manner con f i rmed b y B i s h o p Nicho las , w h o s u c c e e d e d 
h im. 

A l s o in 1146 t h e A b b o t and C o n v e n t o f G louces ter 
farmed out for five years , f or a fine o f .£80 in silver, P e n o n 
w i t h the C h u r c h o f L lancarvan , t o R o b e r t H a r d i n g , w i t h 
p o w e r t o de termine t h e a g r e e m e n t on a rateable r e p a y -
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ment . Th is a g r e e m e n t was w i tnessed b y the Ear l w i t h 
the w h o l e " c omi ta tus " o f Cardiff . A f t e r w a r d s d u r i n g 
the episcopate o f B i s h o p Nicho las , 1 1 5 3 - 1 1 8 3 , t h e a b b o t 
le t T r e y g u f f and t h e church o f L lancarvan , sav ing the 
t y t h e , t o A r c h d e a c o n U r b a n , at GOs. per annum. S o o n 
a f terwards , h o w e v e r , t h e archdeacon , p r o b a b l y fee l ing a 
scruple o f consc ience a b o u t the matter , w i t h t h e b ishop 's 
consent , r e n o u n c e d his lease. 

Earl R o b e r t , a f ter h a v i n g b o r n e t h e b r u n t o f t h e c iv i l 
war , w a s denied t h e satisfact ion o f w i tness ing t h e close o f 
it , and his n e p h e w ' s accession. H e ' d i ed at Br is to l in 
Oc tober , 1147 , seven years be fore t h e paci f icat ion o f 
W a l l i n g f o r d a n d t h e d e a t h o f S tephen . Ear l R o b e r t 
f o u n d e d M a r g a m in 1147 , the last year o f his life. I n 
1148 B i s h o p U c h t r e d d ied , and was succeeded at L landa f f 
b y Nicho las , son o f B i s h o p G w r g a n . 

Ear l R o b e r t was one o f t h e greatest soldiers and m o s t 
p r u d e n t or perhaps as tute statesman o f his day. W h a t -
ever , u n d e r o ther c ircumstances , he m a y poss ib ly h a v e 
in tended , he w a s a loyal p r o m o t e r o f his sister 's interests, 
and d i d m u c h t o correc t or rather t o c h e c k her w e a k b u t 
imper ious character . L i k e his father Beauc lerc , he was a 
great p a t r o n o f l i terature and h imse l f a m a n o f letters. 
H e w a s t h e f r i end o f C a r a d o c o f L lancarvan, and p r o b a b l y 
the cause o f t h e N o r m a n bias o f t h a t historian. T o 
h i m G e o f f r e y o f M o n m o u t h ded i ca ted his vers ion o f the 
Brut, a n d W i l l i a m o f M a l m e s b u r y his h is tory , a t t r ibut ing 
to h i m t h e m a g n a n i m i t y o f his grandsire t h e Conqueror , 
the muni f i cence o f his unc le W i l l i a m R u f u s , a n d the 
c i r cumspec t i on o f his father. I t was un for tunate for t h e 
g o o d g o v e r n m e n t o f G l a m o r g a n t h a t E n g l i s h affairs 
o c cup ied so m u c h o f t h e lat ter part o f his life. 

Bes ides his W e l s h e n d o w m e n t s , Ear l R o b e r t was a 
liberal bene fac tor t o t h e church u p o n his Eng l i sh estates. 
H e f o u n d e d t h e P r i o r y o f St . J a m e s at Bristol, in t h e 
choir o f w h i c h h e was bur ied , and w h e r e his e f f igy carved 
in w o o d , t h o u g h p r o b a b l y n o t q u i t e o f c o n t e m p o r a r y 
date, is still preserved . T o St . Pe ter ' s at G louces ter 
he gave , 1130 -39 , Treygo f f , and in a later charter , 1 1 3 9 -
47, he con f i rmed T r e y g o f f w i t h P e n o n and the church o f 
L lancarvan, a n d t o E w e n n y t h e g i f t s o f M a u r i c e d e 
Londres , all f or t h e weal o f his soul and t h a t o f M a b e l 
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his countess , w h o wi tnessed t h e charter. I n i t R o b e r t 
sty les h imsel f " R o b e r t u s regis filius Gloucestriae Consu l . " 
I n another l onger charter , p r o b a b l y o f t h e same date , he 
conf irms t h e g i f ts o f Maur i ce d e L o n d r e s and G i l b e r t d e 
Turbervi l le to E w e n n y , and a d d s t w e n t y - o n e acres o f 
arable land outs ide the gates o f K e n f i g . H e also conf irms 
his qu i t tance o f to l l t o E w e n n y . A l l th is he does " A m o r e 
beat i Michael is archiangel i . " Earl R o b e r t is said t o h a v e 
bu i l t a castle at F a r i n g d o n in Berkshire , b u t th is w a s 
probab ly a s l ight a n d t e m p o r a r y w o r k , i t m a y b e o f t imber . 

Countess M a b e l surv ived her h u s b a n d t e n years , d u r i n g 
w h i c h t i m e she seems t o h a v e a c t e d w i t h author i ty in 
G lamorgan . H e r earliest charter clS cl w i d o w , g i v e n 
p r o b a b l y in 1147 , is a conf i rmat ion t o St . Pe ter ' s o f 
G louces ter , and c o m m e n c e s " Μ : Comit i ssa Gloucestrise , 
e t W i l l e l m u s comes , filius ejus, W i l l e l m o filio S t e p h a n i 
constabulario suo e t c . " F i t z S t e p h e n w a s constab le o f 
Cardi f f Castle . T h e lands con f i rmed are Treygo f f , L l a n -
carvan and P e n o n . M a b e l also g a v e t o St. A u g u s t i n ' s , 
Bristo l , s i x t y acres o f land in t h e marsh o f R h y m n y , a n d 
in E a r l Wi l l iam 's charter t o N e a t h , h e adds t h e assent and 
c o n s e n t o f M a b e l his mother . S h e d i e d in 1157 . 

H e r chi ldren w e r e — 1 , W i l l i a m ; 2, R o g e r , B i s h o p o f 
W o r c e s t e r in 1 1 6 4 ; he w a s H e n r y ' s m e s s e n g e r t o R o m e 
after B e c k e t ' s m u r d e r in 1167 , a n d d i e d at T o u r s 9 A u g . , 
1179, 3, H a m o , w h o w i tnessed his bro ther ' s f o u n d a t i o n 
o f A r d e n n e s in 1139 as " H a m o filius comit i s Gloucestr ise , " 
a n d w h o d i e d at t h e s iege o f T h o u l o u s e in 1159 . 4, 
Phi l ip , w h o marr ied a d a u g h t e r o f R o g e r L o r d B e r k e l e y , 
a n d lat ter ly t o o k part w i t h S tephen . 5, A son m e n t i o n e d 
b y W i l l i a m o f Jumieges , a n d w h o p r o b a b l y w a s t h e 
" R i c h a r d , son o f R o b e r t Ear l o f G l o u c e s t e r , " w h o , says 
Order ic , r e c e i v e d in 1135 t h e Bishopr i c o f B a y e u x . A s 
b i shop in 1138 , h e w i t n e s s e d a d e e d o f c o m m u t a t i o n , 
b e t w e e n R o g e r , A b b o t o f F e c a m p , and E a r l R o b e r t , 
c o n c e r n i n g the pr i o ry o f G i l v e s (?), and in t h e same year 
f o u n d e d A r d e n n e s , an a b b e y near Caen, in t h e charter for 
w h i c h h e is s t y l e d " R i c h a r d , B i s h o p o f B a y e u x , son o f 
R o b e r t E a r l o f G louces ter , son o f t h e k i n g o f E n g l a n d . " 
O f an addi t ional donat ion i t is s ta ted " D e d i t a u t e m e t 
R o b e r t u s regis filius Gloucestriee consul . " B i s h o p R i c h a r d 
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d i e d 3 A p r i l , 1 1 4 2 . — G a l l . Ch., x i , 78, Inst . G, M a u d , 
w h o marr ied R a l p h Gernons , Ear l of Chester . 

WILLIAM, t h e se cond Ear l of Gloucester , s u c c e e d e d his 
father in 1147 and his m o t h e r in 1157 , and he ld t h e 
L o r d s h i p f r o m t h e f o rmer per iod t h i r t y - s i x years. H e is 
first m e n t i o n e d in t h e f o u n d a t i o n charter o f N e a t h in 
1129 , and n e x t as g o v e r n o r o f W a r e l i a m Cast le d u r i n g 
his father 's absence in N o r m a n d y in 1142 , w h e r e he w a s 
a t tacked b y S t e p h e n and t h e castle taken. H e c o m -
m e n c e d his rule, p r o b a b l y w i t h an unders tand ing w i t h his 
mother , b y a charter d a t e d J a n u a r y 1148 , addressed in 
regal s ty le t o his dapifer , barons , v i cecomes , a n d t o his 
l ieges general ly , F r e n c h , Eng l i sh , or W e l s h . I t is special ly 
addressed t o H a m o d e Y a l o i g n e s , one o f a fami ly then-
considerable in t h e c o u n t y , and i t a l ludes t o t h e f o u n d a -
t ion o f t h e churches o f St . M a r y and St . T h o m a s at 
Cardiff . B y another charter h e c on f i rmed certain g i f t s t o 
T e w k e s b u r y . 

I n 1153 his n a m e as " W i l l i a m Ear l o f G l o u c e s t e r " is 
a t tached t o t h e c o n v e n t i o n b e t w e e n S t e p h e n and M a u d . 
A l s o in 1153 d i e d W i l l i a m , the f irst A b b o t o f M a r g a m , 
w h o - was s u c c e e d e d b y A b b o t A n d r e w , w h o d i e d 31 
D e c e m b e r , 1155 . I n 1154 , 25 Oc tober , S t e p h e n d ied and 
H e n r y I I s u c c e e d e d t o t h e throne . I n 1156 , Geo f f rey , 
B i s h o p o f L landaf f , d i e d whi l s t e n g a g e d at mass. 

A great e v e n t in Ear l W i l l i a m ' s reign, a c cord ing t o t h e 
W e l s h Chronic le , was his w a r w i t h I v o r ap M e y r i c or I v o r 
bach , L o r d o f S e n g h e n y d d , o f w h i c h t h e Ear l threatened 
t o depr ive h im, and w h o s e s t rongho ld seems t o have been 
on t h e h i g h g r o u n d a b o v e t h e later fortress of Caste l l c o ch 
o v e r l o o k i n g t h e plain o f Cardiff , a n d p laced m o s t c on -
v e n i e n t l y for a dash at t h a t castle. N o d o u b t t h e h o p e s 
o f t h e W e l s h w e r e at t h a t t i m e m u c h e x c i t e d b y t h e ill 
success o f H e n r y ' s e x p e d i t i o n in N o r t h W a l e s in 1157 , 
b u t Ivor ' s enterprise, as r e corded b y Giraldus , w h o h o w -
ever p laces i t in 1153 , was n o t t h e less a marve l o f 
audac i ty . Cardi f f Cast le , as m a y y e t in part b e seen, 
was d e f e n d e d b y a wa l l 40 feet h i g h and 11 f ee t th i ck , 
and w a s at t h a t t i m e garr isoned b y 120 m e n at arms 
and a large b o d y o f archers and a s t rong w a t c h . I n 
the c o n t i g u o u s t o w n w a s also a s t ipendiary force . 
I vo r , h o w e v e r , w i t h his W e l s h m e n scaled t h e wal l 
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at n ight , surprised t h e garrison, carried o f f t h e Earl, his 
countess , and their son t o t h e hills, and d i c ta ted his o w n 
terms. T h e W e l s h pedigrees , b y w a y o f r o u n d i n g off t h e 
story , m a k e h i m marry t h e Earl 's daughter , b u t the m o r e 
reliable E n g l i s h records g i v e no suppor t t o this part o f 
it. Ivor ' s descendants l o n g c o n t i n u e d t o be t h e 
m e s n e L o r d s o f S e n g h e n y d d , and still , b o t h in the male 
and female line, retain considerable p r o p e r t y w i t h i n and 
a long i ts b o r d e r ; b u t th is raid p r o b a b l y g a v e occasion, a 
c e n t u r y later, t o t h e cons t ruc t i on o f t h e t o w e r o f W h i t -
church, t h e castel lets o f Caste l l c o c h a n d Morlais , and 
the g rand border fortress o f Caerphi l ly . 

5 t h H e n r y I I , 1158 -9 , Thomas , n e p h e w t o t h e Ear l 
of Gloucester , o w e d f i f ty marcs t o t h e E x c h e q u e r for his 
land at Chi lchester , D e v o n ; and in t h e s i x th year th is is 
entered " d e p l a c i t i s " o f W i l l i a m F i t z J o h n , w h o is 
r e m i t t e d the fifty marcs b y t h e k ing . W h o T h o m a s was 
is n o t k n o w n ; n o d o u b t t h e same w h o in 1176 , as the 
n e p h e w t o t h e Ear l o f G louces ter , w i t h R i c h a r d his son, 
o w e d f o r t y marcs t o t h e E x c h e q u e r . In 1160 , d u r i n g t h e 
k ing ' s p r o l o n g e d s tay in N o r m a n d y , Ear l W i l l i a m t o o k 
par t in an exped i t i on against R h y ^ ap Gri f f i th, w h o 
retal iated in t h e year f o l l o w i n g b y b u r n i n g t h e g r a n g e o f 
M a r g a m . I n 1165 -6 , u p o n t h e aid for m a r r y i n g t h e 
k ing ' s d a u g h t e r to H e n r y t h e L i on , D u k e o f S a x o n y , t h e 
Ear l was rated u p o n 3 6 ^ fees in K e n t , and e lsewhere on 
274 fees, in all 3 0 9 ^ fees, o f w h i c h 2 6 1 ^ w e r e in t h e 
H o n o u r o f Gloucester . Th is was exc lus ive o f his W e l s h 
lordship , w h i c h seems r e c e n t l y t o have been a u g m e n t e d 
b y t h e acquis i t ion o f Caer leon f r o m M e r e d y t h ap H o w e l . 
I n 1166 R o b e r t , Ear l W i l l i a m ' s brother , d ied . I n 1169 
t h e Ear l f o u n d e d K e y n s h a m A b b e y . 

I n t h e a u t u m n o f 1171 , and in M a r c h 1172 , H e n r y 
passed t h r o u g h Cardi f f o n his w a y t o and f r o m Ire land. 
O n t h e latter occas ion o c curred t h e inc ident re lated b y 
Giraldus , and w h i c h is t h o u g h t t o m a r k t h e c o m m e n c e -
m e n t o f t h e m o v e m e n t for k e e p i n g h o l y t h e L o r d ' s day , 
w h i c h b e c a m e popular in t h e re ign o f K i n g John . H e n r y 
b e i n g at Cardi f f o n L o w S u n d a y (23 A p r i l ) h e a r d mass in 
St . Per ian 's Chapel , in Shoemaker - s t ree t , and as he came 
for th and w a s about to m o u n t his horse, a m a n addressed 
h i m in Eng l i sh , s a y i n g — " G o d k e e p thee , Ο k i n g ; Chr i s t 
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and his H o l y M o t h e r , J o h n the Bapt i s t , and P e t e r t h e 
A p o s t l e g r e e t thee , a n d b y m e order thee t o f orb id all 
fairs and m a r k e t s on t h e L o r d ' s d a y , a n d all n o t necessary 
labours, and take t h o u h e e d t h a t t h e sacred offices be 
d e v o u t l y adminis tered , so shalt t h o u prosper . " " A s k t h e 
master , " said t h e k i n g in N o r m a n F r e n c h , t u r n i n g t o Sir 
Ph i l ip Marcross , " w h e t h e r he d i rec ted t h i s ; " on w h i c h t h e 
man repeated his admoni t i on , a n n o u n c e d troubles at hand , 
and d isappeared , w h i l e t h e k i n g , h a v i n g m o u n t e d , r o d e 
a w a y over R h y m n y b r i d g e in to Eng land . I t w a s d u r i n g 
this Ir ish j o u r n e y t h a t H e n r y s u m m o n e d Y o r w o r t h o f 
Caer leon and his sons t o m e e t h i m at N e w p o r t on U s k , 
address ing t o t h e m a safe c o n d u c t . W h i l e on t h e road 
one o f the Ear l o f G louces ter ' s m e n m e t t h e m , and k i l l ed 
O w e n ap Y o r w o r t h , on w h i c h Y o r w o r t h , d istrust ful , 
re turned , and laid w a s t e t h e c o u n t r y t o w a r d s Gloucester . 
H e n r y finally t o o k possession o f Caerleon, in r e v e n g e for 
wh i ch , in J u l y 1174 , w h e n H e n r y w a s b e y o n d the sea, 
Y o r w o r t h and M o r g a n ap Sissylt ap Dyrival d e s t r o y e d 
Caer leon t o w n and castle and w a s t e d the n e i g h b o u r h o o d , 
t h e n in E n g l i s h occupat ion . I n 1 1 7 1 - 2 t h e B i shop of 
Llandaff , t h e see b e i n g m u c h impover ished b y these 
repeated harryings , r e ce ived 66s. 8cl. t h e k ing ' s g i f t , and 
a c o r r o d y o f 13s. f r o m H y d e A b b e y . 

I n 1173 t h e P i p e R o l l enters f r o m Gi lber t d e U m f r a n -
vi l le £ 4 4 10s. 2d. " p r o rehabenda terra sua , " o f w h i c h 
the Ear l o f G l o u c e s t e r h a d d e f o r c e d h im. T h e r e w a s in 
the t reasury £ 9 6s. 8d. , and h e o w e d £ 3 5 3s. Gel., and in 
t h e n e x t year 's a c c o u n t h e h a d p a i d 101s. 8d. Th is l ooks 
as t h o u g h t h e earl 's lands w e r e in t h e k ing ' s hands , 
w h i c h is s trange, unless i n d e e d t h e k i n g h a d t a k e n t h e m 
in h a n d on a c c o u n t o f t h e earl 's adherence t o t h e p a r t y 
o f the y o u n g H e n r y , t o w h i c h for a t i m e h e e i ther g a v e 
his aid, or at least d i d n o t suppor t t h e k i n g , a f fec t ing 
neutral i ty . T h a t t h e k i n g w a s dissatisf ied w i t h h i m is 
also s h e w n b y his h a v i n g ac tua l ly impr isoned h i m w i t h 
the Ear l o f L inco ln , and b y his inc lud ing h i m a m o n g 
those w h o m h e dispossessed o f the ir castles, w h e n he 
a t tached t h a t o f Bristo l t o t h e C r o w n . Th is was in 1175, 
in w h i c h year H e n r y rece ived at G louces ter t h e W e l s h 
m a g n a t e R h y s ap Gri f f i th , and w i t h h i m M o r g a n ap 
Caradoc ap J e s t y n o f A v a n , w h o s e m o t h e r G w l a d y s w a s 
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P r i n c e R h y s ' s sister, a n d Gr i f f i th ap I v o r b a c h o f S e n g h e -
n y d d , t o g e t h e r w i t h another n e p h e w o f R h y s , also a son o f 
his s ister ; w i t h t h e m came Y o r w o r t h ap O w e n o f Caerleon. 
I t shou ld be observed that b o t h M o r g a n and Gr i f f i th w e r e 
vassal barons of t h e Ear l of G louces ter , a n d h a d he b e e n 
in a pos i t ion t o enforce his r ights t h e y w o u l d n o t h a v e 
b e e n a d m i t t e d t o t h e sovere ign. I n L e n t , 1177 , at t h e 
assembly in L o n d o n in w h i c h H e n r y arb i trated b e t w e e n 
t h e K i n g s o f Casti le a n d Navarre , Ear l W i l l i a m appears 
as one o f the witnesses o f t h e con f i rming d o c u m e n t . 

I n 11-81 H e n r y proc la imed an assize o f arms, cer ta in ly 
m u c h needed , o n t h e W e l s h borders , b u t w h i c h w a s an 
assumpt ion b y the C r o w n o f t h e r ight t o t a x rents and in 
some degree personal chattels . E v e r y h o l d e r o f a k n i g h t ' s 
fee was t o b e p r o v i d e d w i t h a cuirass, a he lmet , a shield, 
a n d a lance, and so m a n y fees as h e m a y ho ld , so m a n y o f 
each was he t o prov ide . E v e r y free layman, hav ing chatte ls 
or a rental equal t o s ix teen marcs, w a s t o p r o v i d e a h a u -
berk , an iron headpiece , a n d a lance. N o m a n is t o sell, 
t o p ledge , or t o l end these arms ; no l o rd is t o se ize ' them. 
T h e y are t o descend t o t h e heir , a n d i f h e b e an infant 
t h e guard ian is t o use t h e m unti l t h e o w n e r b e able t o 
bear arms. N o m a n is t o possess m o r e arms t h a n t h e 
above . I n 1182 t h e W e l s h s lew R a n u l p h Poer , t h e 
k ing ' s sherif f f or Gloucestershire . Nicho las , B i s h o p o f 
Llandaf f , d i e d 6 Sep. , 1183. 

Ear l W i l l i a m d i e d o n t h e n i g h t o f St . C lement ' s , 
23 N o v . 1183 , t h e anniversary o f his b i r th , and p r o b a b l y 
a b o u t t h e s ix t ie th o f his age. A m o n g his w o r k s w a s t h e 
b u i l d i n g o f the t o w n o f K e n f i g , and t h e f oundat i on o f 
K e y n s h a m a b b e y at t h e request o f his d y i n g son. T o t h e 
m o n k s o f N e a t h he con f i rmed his father 's g i f t o f Blackscarr , 
t o w h i c h he a d d e d t h e r i ght o f w r e c k u p o n the ir sea shore. 
T o M a r g a m he g a v e b y charter , be fore 116G, t e s t e d b y his 
countess and addressed t o his sherif f and barons " S i w a r -
d u m pa lmi fe rum, " w i t h his house and curt i lege , b y t h e 
h a n d o f R o b e r t his son. B y another charter he g a v e t o 
t h e m o n k s o f St . Peter ' s , G louces ter , f r e e d o m f r o m tol l in 
Bristo l , Cardiff , and N e w p o r t , f o r t h e soul 's w e a l o f h i m -
self, his countess , a n d the i r son. T o St . A u g u s t i n e ' s , 
Bristo l , h e g a v e t h e t y t h e s o f his mi l l s at N e w p o r t , and a 
t e n t h o f his forest rent for Candelan , w i t h lands o n t h e 
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r iver R h y n m y near C a r d i f f ; a n d to t h e c h u r c h o f St . 
G u t h l a c , H e r e f o r d , f r e e d o m f r o m to i l t h r o u g h o u t his 
W e l s h possessions, a n d t h e same f r e e d o m t o t h e m o n k s 
o f Goldc l i f f , in Bristol , Cardif f , N e w p o r t , Caer leon, and 
C h e p s t o w . B y another charter preserved in t h e B r a d e n -
s t oke Car tu lary h e g a v e t o a certain " S t e m o r " his b u r g a g e 
in Card i f f a t 12d. p e r a n n u m r e n t instead o f 2s. A n o t h e r 
charter , t e s t e d b y his countess , re lates t o w h a t M r . 
F l o y d supposes t o b e t h e parish church o f St . M a r y at 
Cardiff , w h i c h he seems t o have rebui l t and d e d i c a t e d t o 
St . M a r y and St . T h o m a s , t h e n re cent ly m a r t y r e d . T h e r e 
are also o t h e r charters b y Ear l W i l l i a m re lat ing t o d o n a -
t ions in G l o u c e s t e r a n d Dorset . 1 H e was bur ied a t 
K e y n s h a m . 

Ear l W i l l i a m marr ied H a w i s e d a u g h t e r of R o b e r t 
Bossu, Ear l o f Le icester . S h e d i e d 24 th A p r i l , 1197 , 
h a v i n g h a d t o s tand u p for her v idual r ights . 1st R i c h a r d I 
she h a d £ 5 0 a l l o w e d h e r for h e r mar i tag ium for t h e ha l f 
year , in t h e a c c o u n t s o f t h e H o n o u r o f G l o u c e s t e r ; a n d 
7th R i c h a r d I , j u s t be fore her death , she a c c o u n t e d for 
200 marcs , or £ 6 6 13s. 4ch, in t h e P i p e R o l l o f D e v o n and 
Somerset , as her p a y m e n t o n her d o w e r a n d mar i tag ium. 

T h e i r ch i ldren were — 1, R o b e r t , m e n t i o n e d in t h e 
P i p e R o l l 1155 as " R o b e r t u m filium Comi t i s Glouces tr i se ; " 
he w a s b o r n a n d d i e d at Cardif f , a n d w a s bur i ed a t 
K e y n s h a m . 2, Mabe l . 3, A m i c e . 4, Isabel . A s R o b e r t 
d i ed y o u n g a n d childless, the three sisters b e c a m e coheirs. 

I t was Ear l W i l l i a m w h o presented K i n g H e n r y w i t h 
the s p o t t e d g r e y h o u n d so ce lebrated for his f ide l i ty t o 
O w e n ap Caradoc ap J e s t y n , h a v i n g r e c e i v e d seven 
w o u n d s in de f ence o f his master , w h o w a s slain b y 
Cadwalader ap Caradoc , his b ro ther , w h o also c a m e t o an 
u n t i m e l y end. 

U p o n t h e earl 's d e a t h t h e lordship fell i n t o t h e c u s t o d y 
o f t h e c r o w n , a n d i ts a c c o u n t s appear in t h e P i p e R o l l s o f 
t h e 3 0 t h H e n r y I I , 1183 -4 , in w h i c h year there was pa id 
l ivery f o r f o u r h o s t a g e s o f t h e Ear l o f G louces ter , f or 129 
days 4 3 s . ; a n d in t h e a c c o u n t o f t h e earl 's lands rendered 
b y H u g h B a r d o l f appear f i f t y measures o f w h e a t and f i f ty 

1 He also granted certain lands to the house of Boley near Torigny. — (Gall. 
Christ., xi, 456. 
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bacons for P e m b r o k e Cast le , £6 9s., a n d t h e same for Caer -
m a r t h e n Castle . A l s o t o H a m o d e Yalo in i i s f or enc los ing , 
" c l a u d e n d o , " t h e v i l l o f K e n f i g , £ 1 6 ; so t h a t i t is 
probab le t h a t t h e t rad i t i on o f t h e b u i l d i n g o f K e n f i g t o w n 
b y Ear l W i l l i a m is we l l f o u n d e d , and t h a t t h e enc los ing i t 
b y a wal l or s o m e k i n d o f de fence w a s t h e c o m p l e t i o n o f 
his w o r k . W i l l i a m d e C o g a n h a d t w o marks , ba lance o f 
his last year ' s pay . F r o m Cornwal l came 100 bacons , 
500 cheeses, and 200 c ranocks o f w h e a t for N e a t h C a s t l e ; 
w h i c h l ooks as t h o u g h t h e Granvi l les re ta ined some 
interest in it. T h e cost and t h e carriage w e r e £ 3 0 . 4s. 8d. 
A l s o Maur i ce d e B e r k e l e y a c c o u n t e d for £ 7 9 . 13s. 4d . f or 
" s e r v i e n t e s " in t h e k ing ' s service , and t h e cost o f s e n d i n g 
t h e m f r o m Br is to l t o Cardi f f w a s £ 6 9 . 13s. 4d . 

I n 1184 H e n r y was at W o r c e s t e r o n S o u t h W a l e s ' 
affairs. R h y s ap Gr i f f i th h a d a safe c o n d u c t and c a m e t o 
t h e k ing , and p r o m i s e d his sons and n e p h e w s as hostages . 
T h e y , h o w e v e r , re fused t o r e d e e m t h e promise . I t is 
rather strange, a f ter w h a t h a d passed, t h a t H o w e l o f 
Caer leon should be in t h e k ing ' s service against h is 
c o u n t r y m e n . 

I n 1185 t h e W e l s h , unrestra ined b y a n y g i v i n g o f 
hostages , i n v a d e d G l a m o r g a n . T h e y b u r n t K e n f i g and 
t h e t o w n o f Cardiff , and laid s iege t o N e a t h Cast le , 
a t t a c k i n g i t fiercely. I t was , h o w e v e r , re l i eved b y t h e 
N o r m a n s , w h o b e a t o f f t h e s w a r m o f W e l s h m e n , and 
b u r n e d the ir machines o f war. I n th is year W i l l i a m , 
P r i o r o f St . A u g u s t i n e ' s , b e c a m e B i s h o p o f L landaf f , a n d 
in 1187 consecrated t h e altar o f t h e H o l y T r i n i t y in t h e 
A b b e y o f M a r g a m . 

O n the 6 th J u l y , 1189 , K i n g H e n r y d ied , t h e l o rdsh ip 
b e i n g still in t h e h a n d s of t h e C r o w n . 




