
ON THE ROMAN STATIONS " BURRIUM," " GOBANNIUM," 
AND " BLESTIUM," OF THE TWELFTH & THIRTEENTH 
ITERS OF ANTONINUS, 

BY W. THOMPSON VVATKIN. 

So little lias hitherto been either k n o w n or wri t ten 
of the above -ment ioned stations, that i t seems highly 
desirable t o p u t on record in a succinct form all the 
evidence in the shape of discoveries o f R o m a n remains 
(and the comments thereon b y various authors) wh i ch 
have taken place in the ne ighbourhood of their sites. 
The chief discoveries seem altogether unrecorded in any 
archaeological work , a l though their importance in identi -
fy ing the sites is great. 

In I t e r X I I o f Anton inus w e find the t w o first named 
stations placed 011 the route f rom Isca (Caerleon) to 
Magna (Kenchester ) , thus — 

Ab Isca. Mil Pas. 
Biirrio. Novem. 9. 
Magnis. Viginti et duo. 22. 
Gobannio. Duodecim. 12. 

In the thirteenth Iter, w h i c h runs f r o m Isca t o Calleva 
(Silchester in Hampshire ) , w e find Blestium mentioned, 
t h u s — 

Ab Isca, Mil Pas. 
Barrio. Novem. 9, 
Blest ίυ. Undecim. 11. 
Ariconio. Undecim. 11. 
Glevo. Quindecim. 15. 

The stations Glevurn and Ariconium have been identi-
fied as Gloucester and B u r y Hi l l near W e s t o n under 
Penyard , respect ively , so that i t seems certain that 
Blestium was situated somewhere on the Gloucestershire 
side of the county of M o n m o u t h , b u t the question of its 
actual site I wil l l e a v e unti l I have treated of the stations 
in the t w e l f t h Iter . 
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T h e ce lebrated H o r s l e y was, I be l ieve , t h e first ant i -
q u a r y w h o p laced t h e R o m a n Burrium a t t h e present 
town of Usk (Brit. Rom., pp. 320 and 465). The distance 
f r o m Caer leon, and the t r a c k o f t h e R o m a n road, s eem 
s t rong ev idence in f avour o f his decision. H e says o f 
U s k (p. 3 2 0 ) — " T h e s i tuat ion and shape o f th is la t ter 
t o w n , l y i n g in squares, t o g e t h e r w i t h s o m e co ins f o u n d 
there , favour i ts h a v i n g b e e n a R o m a n stat ion, t h o u g h at 
present there are no remains o f i t , " &c. T h e co ins he 
names are the first d i s c o v e r y o f t h e R o m a n p e r i o d 
re corded t o have been m a d e at U s k . S e v e n t y years 
a f terwards C o x e in his Monmouthshire (pub . 1 8 0 1 ) says 
o f t h e t o w n (p. 1 2 5 ) — - " I n d i g g i n g wel l s and making-
f oundat i ons for bu i ld ings three ranges o f p a v e m e n t h a v e 
b e e n d i scovered , and in t h e ad jacent fields p i t ched roads 
traced, w h i c h are s u p p o s e d t o h a v e b e e n streets o f t h e 
t o w n . " I n a n o t e t o th is paragraph h e a d d s — " I n a field 
cal led Cae Puta, t o t h e south o f t h e t o w n , b e n e a t h t h e 
c h u r c h and t h e t u r n p i k e road , a b o u t five years ago , a 
p a v e d road was d i scovered u n d e r g r o u n d ; i t w a s n ine 
f ee t broad, and f o r m e d o f h e w n s tones set e d g e w a y s . " 
O n t h e same p a g e he also s a y s — " A lane ca l led B o o k 
lane was p o i n t e d o u t t o m e as h a v i n g been a s treet o f t h e 
(anc ient ) t o w n . " B r i t t o n and B r a y l e y , in t h e Beauties of 
England and Wales (vol. xi, p. 144), add to the above 
a c c o u n t t h a t t h e road f o u n d in Cae Puta " w a s p r o b a b l y 
part o f t h e o ld r oad w h i c h e x t e n d e d f r o m Burrium to 
Venta Silurum." I n this case i t w o u l d l e a d near ly n o r t h 
a n d south. T h e y also a d d — " M a n y anc ient houses are 
in ruins, and o f s o m e o n l y t h e f oundat i ons remain . " 
T h e s e remains o f houses , I th ink , w e r e u n d o u b t e d l y 
( j u d g i n g f r o m recent d iscover ies ) o f t h e R o m a n period. 
I n t h e same w o r k i t is also in ferred t h a t t h e cast le (or 
rather i ts outer ba i ley ) h a d b e e n t h e R o m a n castrum, for 
a f ter t h e s ta tement t h a t its or ig in was u n k n o w n , i t is 
added , " t h o u g h f r o m s o m e o f i ts archi tec tura l features i t 
w a s o f R o m a n or R o m a n - B r i t i s h or ig in . " T h e n i t is 
r e m a r k e d t h a t t h e r e m o t e s t no t i ce o f i t f o u n d is t h a t 
i t b e l o n g e d t o R i c h a r d d e Clare, Ear l o f G louces ter , in 
t h e re ign o f H e n r y I I I . T h e outer ba i ley " is sur rounded 
b y s tra ight walls , flanked w i t h r o u n d and square t o w e r s 
des t i tute o f w i n d o w s , b u t h a v i n g occasional narrow aper -
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tures . " T h e r e are no d o u b t instances o f a R o m a n castrum 
serv ing as t h e " outer ba i l ey " of a mediaeval castle, as at 
P e v e n s e y and P o r c h e s t e r , ; b u t in t h e present instance , 
as far as I can j u d g e , there appears t o b e no s ign o f 
R o m a n w o r k in t h e arch i tec ture o f t h e castle. I wil l , 
however , leave th is f or o thers t o dec ide . 

This field, called Cae Puta (or Putta), is due south of 
the present t o w n o f U s k , and is b o u n d e d on i ts s outhern 
side b y a small b r o o k , t h e lane n a m e d b y C o x e as " B o o k 
Lane , " b u t w h i c h in o ld d e e d s is cal led " P u c k L a n e " 
(p ronounced in t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d as " P o o k " ) , unt i l 
late ly f o r m e d its n o r t h e r n b o u n d a i y . In t h e year 1842 
this field b e c a m e t h e propertj^ o f t h e c o u n t y o f M o n -
m o u t h , and a gao l was bu i l t in or a b o u t i ts centre . 
D u r i n g t h e excavat i ons necessary for its erect ion n u m e -
rous R o m a n remains w e r e b r o u g h t t o l i ght , b u t un for -
tunate ly no record o f t h e m has been preserved . F r o m 
the verba l e v i d e n c e o f t h e inhabi tants o f t h e n e i g h b o u r -
hood , h o w e v e r , i t appears t h a t t w o roads, one runn ing 
a lmost nor th and south , w e r e c o m e upon, 1 w i t h t h e 
f oundat ions o f n u m e r o u s bu i ld ings , w h i c h lat ter w e r e 
immed ia te ly des t royed . A great n u m b e r o f coins, fibulae, 
&c., w e r e also f o u n d , b u t ( w i t h t h e f e w e x c e p t i o n s n a m e d 
hereafter) w e r e d ispersed a n d lost. T h e o n l y pub l i c 
not i ce t a k e n o f t h e m at t h e t i m e w a s t h e f o l l o w i n g para-
graph in the Archceologia Cambrensis, vol. i, p. 188:—-
" A d i s covery o f a cons iderable q u a n t i t y o f R o m a n p o t t e r y , 
bricks, &c., a n d of s o m e coins, has lately been m a d e at 
U s k , in d i g g i n g for the f o u n d a t i o n s o f t h e n e w gao l . " A 
f e w articles o n l y h a v e b e e n preserved , and are n o w in t h e 
M u s e u m at Caerleon. T h e y cons is t o f a mortarium 14 
inches b y inches, inscr ibed on each s ide o f t h e s p o u t 
ALBINI, a por t i on o f a " p i l l a r m o u l d e d " glass o f green ish 
hue, a f r a g m e n t o f d e e p b l u e glass s p e c k l e d w i t h w h i t e , 
a m o s t beaut i fu l enamel led fibula or s tud ; a first brass 
co in o f D o m i t i a n Rev. VIRTVS . AVGVSTI ; a n d t w o t h i r d 
brass coins o f Gal l ienus , Rev. VBERITAS . AVG. 

Mr. Lee, in his Isca Silurum p. 55, describes also 
several v e r y beaut i fu l c o l o u r e d glass beads , f o u n d in t h e 

1 It is said that these roads were found at a depth of two feet only, but this is 
questionable. 
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garden o f I l t y d Nicho l l , Esq . , near t h e river. S o m e 
years later w h e n a n e w w i n g w a s a d d e d t o t h e gaol , a 
R o m a n p a v e d street was also c o m e upon , b u t n o t h i n g has 
b e e n r e c o r d e d as t o its d imens ions or e x a c t direction. 1 

B u t in t h e year 1876 , i t was d e c i d e d t o e rec t a n e w 
C o u r t H o u s e , ad jo in ing t h e gao l on t h e n o r t h side. T o 
do this , as t h e remainder o f t h e original field, Cae Putta, 
w a s n o t suff ic ient in size, it w a s necessary t o inc lude n o t 
o n l y a por t i on o f B o o k Lane , b u t o f a field o n t h e o ther 
s ide o f it , ca l led b y C o x e t h e " P r i o r y O r c h a r d , " b u t n o w 
a m e a d o w . T h e course o f B o o k L a n e h a d accord ing ly 
t o b e d i v e r t e d fur ther nor thwards . Th is w i l l b e bes t 
exp la ined b y t h e a c c o m p a n y i n g plan. P o s s i b l y as l i t t le 
m i g h t have t ransp ired c o n c e r n i n g a n y ant iquarian dis -
cover ies m a d e on t h e occasion, as in t h e prev ious 
instances, h a d i t n o t been for the c lerk o f t h e works , M r . 
J a m e s M . Lucas , w h o t o o k m u c h interest in t h e matter . 
D u r i n g t h e excavat i ons necessary for t h e southern wal ls 
o f t h e bu i ld ing , and also in d i g g i n g a w a t e r tank , Mr . 
L u c a s in f o rmed m e t h a t t h e w o r k m e n c a m e u p o n a 
regular p i t c h e d road r u n n i n g n o r t h and south , w i t h 
another cross ing i t f r o m (as he t h o u g h t ) E.N.E. t o w . s . w . , 
b u t the d i rec t ion o f th is lat ter has since b e e n f o u n d s o m e -
w h a t di f ferent , as wi l l b e exp la ined hereafter . T h e road 
r u n n i n g nor th and south , as m a r k e d in the plan, w a s 
t raced southwards t o t h e wal l o f t h e gaol . These roads 
w e r e laid bare at t h e p o i n t o f the ir intersect ion , a n d w e r e 
there in a m o s t per fec t state. L i k e t h o s e at P o m p e i i 
t h e y h a d raised trottoirs or f o o t p a t h s at t h e sides. T h e 
w i d t h o f t h e central r o a d w a y was nine feet , and i t was 
p i t c h e d w i t h b l o c k s o f l i m e s t o n e e x t e n d i n g fifteen inches 
in to t h e ground . E a c h s tone appeared t o h a v e b e e n 
h a m m e r dressed, and measured at t h e surface o f t h e 
r o a d w a y five inches b y t w o inches. T h e trottoirs w e r e 
three f ee t s ix inches in w i d t h , w i t h kerbstones , and w e r e 
p a v e d w i t h small r o u g h s t o n e cubes . S o m e o f these 
cubes , and one of the kerbstones , are (or w e r e ) in M r . 
L u c a s ' s possession. T h e s e roads w e r e t h e o n l y port ions 
o f t h e d iscover ies w h i c h a t t rac ted m u c h not i ce , b u t i t is 
k n o w n t h a t in leve l l ing t h e g r o u n d in f r o n t o f t h e C o u r t 

1 From the position of the wing of the been east of the one running north and 
gaol, this road must of necessity have south found in 1876. 
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H o u s e , a t t h e p o i n t m a r k e d j in t h e plan, cons iderable 
por t i ons o f wal ls w e r e f o u n d , o n l y , h o w e v e r , t o b e i m m e -
diate ly d e s t r o y e d . A m o n g s t t h e misce l laneous remains 
f o u n d w e r e several querns or h a n d mil ls , and a q u a n t i t y 
of bones o f animals. I n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h this i t m a y also 
be s tated t h a t bones o f t h e w i l d boar w e r e m e t w i t h , 
cons iderably a b o v e t h e R o m a n level . A shi l l ing o f 
James I w a s l ikewise d i s c o v e r e d near t h e surface. 

B u t t h e m o s t in te res t ing d i s c o v e r y m a d e o n th is 
occasion w a s t h a t o f a f r a g m e n t o f an inscr ibed R o m a n 
t o m b s t o n e . T h o u g h m u c h s h a t t e r e d and w o r n , e n o u g h 
remains t o i d e n t i f y i t as c o m m e m o r a t i n g t h e ch i ld o f a 
soldier o f t h e S e c o n d L e g i o n , w h o l i v e d three years a n d 
some m o n t h s . T h e le t ters ( some o f t h e m puzz l ing ) a r e — 

* . AN . Ill 
INQVE 

CVD . F. * 
* II . AVG . F. C * 
* Μ . FIL. F. Μ 

The asterisks m a r k ob l i t e ra ted a n d uninte l l ig ib le letters , 
the u p p e r part o f the s tone c onta in ing t h e n a m e o f t h e 
deceased is lost. T h e c o m m e n c e m e n t o f w h a t is l e f t has 
been v i x . ( for ν ι χ ι τ , par t o f t h e χ b e i n g v is ib le ) AN. HI. 
I n t h e se cond l ine there has been e i ther Menses (or Dies) 
(qjuinque. T h e t h i r d l ine, as i t stands, is puzz l ing . I t 
looks as i f i t c onta ined in an a b b r e v i a t e d f o r m t h e n a m e 
of the fa ther o f t h e chi ld , b u t i f so i t is n o t in i ts normal 
posit ion. I t is f o l l o w e d b y Miles Ze^ ( i on i s ) n . AVG, or i f 
not Miles, t h e t i t l e o f s o m e off icer o f t h e l eg ion is n a m e d . 
T h e let ters a f ter th is I t ook t o be F. CVR (in t h e f o u r t h 
line), f o l l o w e d b y AVIT (in a l igulate f o r m ) FIL. B.M., b u t 
all w h o h a v e seen t h e s tone agree t h a t t h e l e t ters are as 
above. A t t h e e n d o f t h e f our th l ine a f ter c there seems 
to be a l e t ter l ike R or p, w h i c h is m u c h larger t h a n t h e 
others in t h e l ine. A s i t stands, t h e l e t t e r ing b e t w e e n 
AVG and FIL is at present uninte l l ig ib le , b u t for the re-
mainder I suggest Filio Fecit Monumentum. 

I a m i n d e b t e d t o L i e u t . - C o l . M i l m a n ( g o v e r n o r o f t h e 
gaol) , in w h o s e possession t h e s tone n o w is, f or a squeeze 
of the inscr ipt ion, and t o A . D . Berr ing ton , Esq . , P a n t - y -
Goitre , f or a r u b b i n g o f t h e same. I n i ts present s tate 
the s tone measures th i r teen inches b y ten. 
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D u r i n g these e x c a v a t i o n s s o m e s e v e n t y t o e i g h t y 
R o m a n coins w e r e f o u n d , b u t t h e y w e r e d ispersed 
a m o n g s t t h e w o r k m e n a n d lost . T w o w e r e r e c o v e r e d b y 
Mr . B e r r i n g t o n a n d sent t o m e for inspect ion . T h e y 
w e r e b o t h o f t h e first brass series o f T r a j a n ; o n one t h e 
reverse was to ta l ly ob l i t erated ; t h e reverse o f t h e o t h e r 
w a s ARMENIA ET MESOPOTAMIA IN POTESTATEM P.R. 
REDACTAE. A f e w m o r e o f t h e coins f o u n d in t h e s e 
excavat i ons w e r e r e c o v e r e d by M r . O . M o r g a n , b u t I 
h a v e n o t y e t b e e n able t o see them. 

V e r y for tunate ly , a f ter hear ing o f these discoveries , I 
m a d e enquir ies of, a m o n g s t others , M r . A . D . B e r r i n g t o n 
o f P a n t - y - G o i t r e . This gent l eman , w h o is a m o s t d i l i gent 
ant iquary , h a p p e n e d t o b e abroad a t t h e t i m e t h e C o u r t 
H o u s e w a s erec ted , b u t u p o n m y correspond ing w i t h h i m 
on t h e s u b j e c t o f t h e remains f ound , he at once proposed , 
at his o w n expense , t o m a k e excavat i ons in t h e fields, &c. 
surround ing b o t h t h e G a o l a n d C o u r t H o u s e , a n d t o h i m 
I a m i n d e b t e d for t h e w h o l e o f t h e f o l l o w i n g in format ion . 
Mr . Berr ing ton ' s course o f ac t ion c a n n o t b e t o o h i g h l y 
praised, a n d w e r e t h e same zeal s h e w n b y others , w h o 
have t h e o p p o r t u n i t y o f e x c a v a t i n g on t h e s ite o f R o m a n 
stat ions in var ious parts o f t h e k i n g d o m , our k n o w l e d g e 
o f t h e t o p o g r a p h y a n d h i s t o ry o f R o m a n - B r i t a i n w o u l d 
be vas t ly increased. 

H a v i n g ob ta ined t h e c o n s e n t o f t h e V i s i t i n g Just i ces , 
Mr . Berr ing ton , on t h e 2 7 t h o f D e c e m b e r last , set f o u r 
m e n t o w o r k in t h e g a r d e n b e h i n d t h e C o u r t H o u s e , t o 
t h e east o f it. T h e first operat ion w a s t o o p e n a t r e n c h 
at t h e p o i n t m a r k e d a , w h i c h w a s c o n t i n u e d n o r t h w a r d . 
I t w a s h o p e d b y this m e a n s t h a t t h e road r e p o r t e d b y 
Mr. L u c a s as r u n n i n g E.N.E. t o s . s .w . w o u l d b e s t r u c k 
upon . A t t h e d e p t h o f s ix f ee t a layer o f b r o k e n p o t t e r y , 
w i tli s o m e f r a g m e n t s o f l ead a n d a f e w animals ' bones , 
w e r e f ound . U n d e r th i s w a s a layer o f al luvial sand, 
u n d e r th is gravel , also d e p o s i t e d b y t h e river. T h i s hacl 
b r o u g h t t h e w o r k m e n t o a d e p t h o f t e n f ee t f rom t h e 
surface, i n c l u d i n g t w o fee t o f recent filling, sti l l t h e y h a d 
n o t f o u n d t h e ant i c ipa ted r o a d w a y ; b u t in t h e layer o f 
sand w h i c h h a d b e e n c u t t h r o u g h var ious R o m a n remains 
h a d b e e n f ound . T h e layer o f p o t t e r y w h i c h w a s u p o n 
t h e t o p o f t h e sand e m b r a c e d some fine p ieces o f Samian 
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ware, one e m b o s s e d w i t h an eagle a n d leaf pat tern , 
another w i t h a d a n c i n g g o a t and b irds , o thers h a d a 
pat tern c o m p o s e d ent i re ly o f leaves, var ious p ieces o f 
coarse r e d p o t t e r y , a n d t h e h a n d l e o f an a m p h o r a bear ing 
in rel ie f t h e l e t ters MCSR, a n d r o u g h l y g r a v e n a b o v e t h e m 
was the m a r k ι . ιπ . T h e n in t h e u p p e r part o f t h e sand 
layer w e r e m o r e f r a g m e n t s o f b o t h p la in a n d figured 
Samian ware , por t i ons o f b lack w a r e and amphorae o f 
ye l l ow m o u l d e d w a r e ( one w i t h a rose t te in re l ie f ) , b la ck 
ware w i t h an e laborate pat tern , and one p iece w i t h a 
fine metal l i c glaze. A n u m b e r o f t h e f r a g m e n t s bore t h e 
potters ' names . S o m e f e w f r a g m e n t s o f t i le w e r e also 
found, one p o r t i o n o f a c u r v e d t i le b e i n g inscr ibed LEG.II., 
— t h e remainder (AVG) h a v i n g b e e n b r o k e n off. T h e 
layer o f sand w a s a b o u t three f ee t th i ck , and b e t w e e n 
one th i rd and one ha l f w a y d o w n in i t there w a s a layer 
of b u r n t w o o d . T h e remains c o n t i n u e d d o w n t o t h e 
surface o f t h e grave l , por t i ons o f Samian a n d o ther 
po t te ry b e i n g f o u n d in t h e surface o f t h e latter . 
A b o u t t h e m i d d l e o f t h e sand layer a g o o d flint kn i f e 
was f o u n d , t h e h a n d l e o f a b r o n z e i n s t r u m e n t l ike a 
small spoon , three l a r g e - h e a d e d i ron nails, s o m e p ieces o f 
thin w h i t e a n d th in b l u e glass, t h e b o t t o m r im o f a w h i t e 
glass b o w l , a n d several l u m p s o f s o m e b lack g u m or resin 
( this la t ter w i l l b e n o t i c e d hereaf ter ) . Th is t rench , w h i c h 
was d u g for t h e l e n g t h o f t w e n t y - t w o yards , in te rsec ted 
the f o r m e r course o f B o o k L a n e , b u t t h e a b o v e n a m e d 
were t h e o n l y results i t y i e lded . 

H a v i n g t h u s fai led t o c o m e u p o n t h e track o f the 
road r u n n i n g E., M r . Ber r ing ton for t h e t i m e s u s p e n d e d 
operat ions u p o n t h e l ine o f th is t rench , and sank a trial 
pit at f . A l t h o u g h th is m u s t h a v e c o m e u p o n t h e 
centre o f t h e road, t h e la t ter was n o t f o u n d , t h o u g h 
at e ighteen inches b e n e a t h t h e surface there was a 
concrete floor, b u t th is w a s no d o u b t o f a later per iod . 
A n o t h e r p i t s u n k at e h a d a b e t t e r result , t h e road 
be ing f o u n d , b u t as t h e p i t w a s f o r m e d b e t w e e n s o m e 
o f t h e r e c e n t l y m a d e drains i t c o u l d n o t b e e x t e n d e d . 
I t was, h o w e v e r , p r o v e d tha t , as h a d b e e n suspec ted , 
Mr. L u c a s h a d measured t h e angle o f t h e eastern 
road erroneously . I n s t e a d o f cross ing t h e road r u n n i n g 
N. and s. d iagona l ly , th is eastern road falls u p o n i t at 
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r i g h t angles. M r . L u c a s was , h o w e v e r , r i g h t in assert ing 
t h a t t h e road on t h e o t h e r s ide o f t h a t r u n n i n g N. a n d 
s. ran in a w e s t - s o u t h - w e s t d irect ion . I t appears t h a t 
o n l y th is l a t t e r was u n c o v e r e d in 187G far e n o u g h t o 
ascertain i ts course, w h i l s t of t h e easter ly r oad o n l y 
e n o u g h was seen t o ascertain t h a t f r o m t h e p o i n t o f 
intersect ion there was a r oad o n t h a t side. ( I n t h e t r e n c h 
subsequent ly sunk at g h t h e w e s t e r n road w a s also f ound , 
b u t m o r e o f th is anon) . A t t h e po int m a r k e d c a p i t h a d 
been sunk in 187G d u r i n g t h e b u i l d i n g o f the c o u r t house , 
b u t no t race o f bu i ld ings h a d been found . I t was de ter -
m i n e d t o l engthen t h e t r e n c h c o m m e n c e d at a in t h e 
d i rec t ion o f this p i t , and t h e result was the d i s c o v e r y o f 
apparent ly t w o r o o m s o f a R o m a n bu i ld ing o f late age 
m a r k e d η on t h e plan. T h e n o r t h e r n m o s t o f these t w o 
r o o m s was 14 f t . .by 8 ft . G in. ; t h e southern one w a s 
14 ft. f r o m E. t o w . , b u t was on ly u n c o v e r e d for G f t . in a 
southern direct ion. T h e remains o f these wal ls w e r e bui l t 
on (or near ly so) t h e t o p o f t h e layer o f sand, here f ive 
f ee t t h i c k ; b u t there w a s an o lder wall , s h a d e d o n t h e 
plan, w h i c h in tersec ted t h e n o r t h e r n r o o m a n d w e n t d o w n 
t o t h e g rave l layer. T o t h e w e s t o f th is r o o m it t u r n e d 
at a r i g h t angle in a souther ly d irect ion . T h e later wal ls 
h a d b e e n bui l t i n t o connec t i on w i t h i t , a n d t h e w h o l e 
appeared t o have f o r m e d b u t one bu i ld ing . 

T h i s earlier wa l l was t w e n t y - e i g h t f ee t l o n g o n i ts E. 
and w . side, a n d n ine teen fee t in t h e p o r t i o n r u n n i n g 
N. a n d s. T h e w h o l e o f these wal ls w e r e three f e e t in 
th ickness , and h a d apparent ly b e e n all r e d u c e d t o t h e 
same level , a t t h e same t ime , remain ing at a b o u t a u n i f o r m 
level o f f our f ee t a b o v e t h e r o a d at e. T h e o lder wal l w a s 
seven feet in h e i g h t f r o m its f oundat i on , and n o t h i n g m o r e 
c o u l d b e t raced o f i t t h a n w h a t is m a r k e d on t h e plan. 
B e y o n d its southern e x t r e m i t y there w a s at cl a c o n f u s e d 
mass o f f oundat ions , g reat quant i t ies o f b r o k e n s tones at 
t h e leve l o f the present t o p s o f these walls , as i f t h e 
smaller ones had been re jec ted , a n d t h e larger t a k e n 
a w a y for b u i l d i n g e lsewhere. T h e o lder wal l s tood t rue 
square, w i t h a fairly e v e n face, and w a s e x c l u s i v e l y o f 
quarr ied stones , t h e mortar , w h i c h h a d conta ined p o u n d e d 
br i ck , was u t te r ly r e d u c e d t o sand. T h a t th is Avail h a d 
been built on the gravel , be fo re t h e d e p o s i t o f r iver sand 
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— i n w h i c h so m a n y o f the R o m a n remains have b e e n 
f o u n d — w a s f o r m e d , seems certain, f r o m the fac t t h a t t h e 
sand was s i l ted in to the j o i n t s . T h e later wal ls , w h e r e 
built o f quarry stones, w e r e c o n s t r u c t e d in m u c h t h e same 
manner as t h e o lder one, b u t m o r e r ough ly , and in m o s t 
of t h e m r o u n d e d r iver s tones w e r e w o r k e d in. T h e 
mortar , w h e r e recognisable , c onta ined p o u n d e d br i ck and 
small pebbles , b u t v e r y l i t t le o f i t was f ound , t h o u g h in i ts 
scanty remains w e r e b r o u g h t t o l i g h t t w o coins, one o f 
which w a s a s e c o n d brass o f Vespas ian , t h e reverse ob l i te -
rated ; t h e o t h e r was i l legible. N o traces o f floors w e r e 
found in these ruins, and n o d o o r w a y in t h e nor thern one ; 
possibly there m a y have b e e n a d o o r w a y in t h e u n e x c a -
vated part o f t h e southern one. F r o m the centre o f t h e 
north wa l l o f t h e nor thern r o o m a large 
flat f o u n d a t i o n s tone p r o j e c t e d into t h e 
interior o f t h e room. U n d e r i t w a s f o u n d 
(in f r a g m e n t s ) a vessel o f pale red p o t t e r y 
(r ibbed all r o u n d ) o f th is shape. 

There was also in th is r o o m a pro j e c t i on 
f rom t h e w e s t e r n wall , as m a r k e d 111 the 
plan, w h i c h s e e m e d t o b e a hearth. 
N o t h i n g l ike ly to h a v e b e e n in th is vessel , s u c h as 
bones, ashes, &c. w e r e f o u n d . N e a r i t w a s a p iece o f 
bronze w i t h t w o r ivets in it , a n d a l i t t le a b o v e an 
i l legible t h i r d brass coin. A p i t had, at s o m e prev i ous 
t ime, b e e n s u n k in each o f these rooms, a n d t h e earth, 
wh i ch had b e e n filled in again, was m i x e d w i t h t h e b lack 
surface earth. A g o o d deal o f R o m a n p o t t e r y in large 
fragments , b e t t e r preserved t h a n usual, had been filled in 
w i t h it. A b r o n z e hair -p in , a red cornel ian pebble , 
rubbed flat on t w o o p p o s i t e sides, a n d s o m e f r a g m e n t s 
o f glass and flint w e r e also f o u n d in these rooms , b u t as 
they d i d n o t s eem promis ing t h e y w e r e filled up , as 
was t h e w h o l e o f th is t rench , w h i c h t o w a r d s b y i e l d e d 
no th ing o f t h e R o m a n per iod . 

Mr . B e r r i n g t o n t h e n o rdered a t rench , 0 p, t o be c u t 
in an E. a n d w . d i rec t i on o n t h e o ther s ide o f t h e n e w 
course o f B o o k L a n e , in t h e P r i o r y Orchard (permiss ion 
to d i g here h a v i n g been k i n d l y a n d readi ly g i v e n b y 
Mr. W a t k i n s t h e o w n e r and M r . E d m u n d s t h e t e n a n t ) 
w i th the v i e w o f in tersec t ing t h e N. and s. road. I t had 
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b e e n no t i ced t h a t in s u m m e r the grass w a s " b u r n t " in 
th is field in a l ine across it , c o r r e s p o n d i n g a lmost w i t h t h a t 
w h i c h t h e R o m a n road shou ld have taken . T h e usual 
d e p t h at w h i c h these p a v e d roads had b e e n prev ious ly 
f o u n d was a b o u t an average o f s ix f ee t s ix i n c h e s ; 
b u t ins tead o f finding t h e road as h e h a d ant ic ipated , 
Mr . B e r r i n g t o n u n c o v e r e d a hard grave l road, at three 
f ee t f r o m t h e surface, w i t h t h e f o u n d a t i o n s o f a wa l l on 
each side o f it . T w o pieces o f Samian ware w e r e f o u n d 
l y i n g on i ts surface, a n d a m u c h c o r r o d e d i ron instru-
ment . Mr . B e r r i n g t o n cons iders th is road mediseval, b u t 
the quest ion arises, is i t n o t late R o m a n , raised t o the 
h e i g h t at w h i c h i t w a s f o u n d , t o escape t h e inundat i ons 
o f t h e river, b y w h i c h its predecessor m a y h a v e b e e n 
des t royed . I n t h e w h o l e o f this l o n g t rench , on ly one 
de faced brass coin, a b r o n z e fibula, t w o b o x e s o f 
f r a g m e n t s o f p o t t e r y , a p iece o f l ead and a flint spl inter 
w e r e f ound . Cons ider ing t h a t h e h a d g o t t o o far t o t h e 
nor th , and a w a y f r o m t h e stat ion, Mr . B e r r i n g t o n at 
once h a d th is t r ench filled up. 

A t r e n c h q r was t h e n d u g in a m a r k e t garden , on t h e 
w e s t s ide o f t h e t u r n p i k e road, and here t h e R o m a n road 
runn ing w e s t w a r d s (or rather w . s . w . ) w a s c o m e u p o n at 
t h e usual level , in e x a c t l y t h e pos i t i on t o w h i c h i t ap -
peared t o p o i n t f r o m t h e j u n c t i o n o f t h e roads. T h e 
p i t c h i n g f r o m t h e centre a n d nor thern f o o t p a t h h a d gone , 
b u t t h e southern f o o t - p a t h w a s per fect . A n o t h e r small 
t rench , s t, r evea led a we l l bu i l t R o m a n drain, w i t h o u t 
a n y cover ing stones, bui l t o f t h e same s tone ancl in 
prec i se ly t h e same manner , as t h e k e r b Avail o f t h e 
R o m a n road, a n d at prec ise ly t h e same depth . I t was 
r u n n i n g w e s t w a r d s t o w a r d t h e river. 

T h e t rench , g h, was n e x t d u g in t h e e x t r e m e east o f 
t h e Cae Putta field. H e r e t h e road r u n n i n g eastwards 
w a s again f o u n d . T h e p i t c h i n g h a d b e e n r e m o v e d , b u t 
the layer o f b u r n t c lay, o n w h i c h t h e stones rested , 
r e m a i n e d , a n d a p la in b r o n z e finger-ring w a s f o u n d o n 
t h e surface. A l l o f these roads h a d a d w a r f s tone wal l , 
l ike a curb , at t h e outs ide f r o m t w e l v e t o f our teen inches 
h igh , a n d a b o u t t e n inches th i ck . T h e n came the 
f oo tpa th , t h r e e f e e t s ix inches w i d e , t h e n t h e r o a d w a y , 
e i g h t e e n i n c h e s l o w e r a n d n ine f ee t w ide . I n the case o f 
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the eastern road, as f o u n d in t h e t r ench g h, t h e southern 
f oo tpath was , at th is p o i n t k, h i gher t h a n t h e nor thern 
one, and t h e t o p o f t h e wal l at t h e s ide w a s e ight inches 
higher still, t h e f o o t p a t h s w e r e in g o o d cond i t i on , b u t n o t 
so d e e p l y p i t c h e d as t h e r o a d w a y h a d been. I t e n d e d 
abrupt ly westwards . M r . B e r r i n g t o n a f terwards ascer-
ta ined f r o m an o ld m a n res ident at U s k , that about f o r t y 
years a g o he h e l p e d t o b r e a k u p th is road, and its n o n -
appearance in t h e e x c a v a t i o n at f was thus fu l ly a c c o u n t e d 
for T h e p i t c h i n g s tones w e r e car ted t o m e n d t h e 
m o d e r n road some l i t t le d is tance f r o m U s k , a n d t h e larger 
stones f o u n d w e r e used t o b u i l d a wa l l in U s k b y t h e 
side o f t h e road l ead ing t o t h e castle. 

Fui ' ther e x c a v a t i o n s h o w e d t h a t ins tead o f th is h igher 
level at k b e i n g a curb , i t was a d e t a c h e d b l o c k o f m a s o n r y 
five f ee t in l e n g t h (parallel t o t h e road) , and three f ee t in 
w id th . T h e a n n e x e d d i a g r a m will s h e w t h e appearance 
o f a sec t ion o f t h e r o a d w a y at th is po int . 

I 1 
I L 

I t was at first t h o u g h t t h a t th is m i g h t b e a por t i on o f 
the pier o f a g a t e w a y , b u t no t race o f a c o r respond ing 
pier cou ld b e f o u n d on t h e o ther side o f t h e roacl. I t h a d 
probab ly s u p p o r t e d s o m e small erect ion. T h e m a s o n r y 
was v e r y rough , and c o n t a i n e d large f r a g m e n t s o f concre te 
f r o m o lder floors, t h e s tone used n o t b e i n g t h e same as 
that used in t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e roadways , t h e drain, 
and o ther w o r k s . O n e s tone bu i l t into it , e v i d e n t l y 
taken f r o m an o lder bu i ld ing , has apparent ly an iron r o d 
let in to it . Mr . B e r r i n g t o n , see ing t h e w o r k m e n p i c k i n g 
under th is masonry , and t h u s b r i n g i n g t o l i g h t several 
small articles, h a d i t t a k e n d o w n . I m m e d i a t e l y u n d e r i t 
was a q u a n t i t y o f b r o k e n p o t t e r y and glass, t w o or three 
coins, t w o thin p ieces o f bronze , and a large i ron kn i f e 
apparent ly a culter o f th i s shape. 
B u t o n d i g g i n g t w o or t h r e e f e e t j j 
deep u n d e r and a r o u n d it, several 1 

other co ins ( m a k i n g t e n in all 
f r o m this po in t ) , t h e o n l y l eg ib le one b e i n g a denar ius 
o f A u g u s t u s , a w h i t e b o n e s tud , s o m e d e c o m p o s e d bones , 
and a n u m b e r o f t e e t h ( n o t h u m a n ) , w e r e f o u n d , also 
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a small pol is l ied s tone i m p l e m e n t ( e v i d e n t l y Brit ish) . 
F u r t h e r t o t h e b a c k o f th is wal l w e r e a n u m b e r o f p ieces 
o f flint, s ome o f t h e ord inary t h i c k dark b lue glass, and a 
p iece of' a m u c h br ighter colour. 

T h e r e was also s ome clear glass and p ieces o f w h a t 
m u s t have b e e n a h a n d s o m e dark sherry c o l oured bo t t l e , 
w i t h a handle , " t h e remains o f w h i c h lat ter , " says Mr . 
Berr ing ton , " r e m i n d one o f a b r o w n s lug . " A. small piece 
of clear glass w i t h a raised b lue l ine on it , var ious handles 
a n d bases of tal l amphora.;, a n d f r a g m e n t s o f Samian a n d 
b lack w a r e w e r e f o u n d here. 

Tt was here not i ceab le t h a t the road w a s n o t in a l ine, 
f r o m t h e p o i n t w h e r e i t w a s f o u n d at e, b u t b e i n g f o u n d 
at t w o o ther po in ts b e t w e e n h and i, Mr . B e r r i n g t o n was 
enab led t o t race i ts correc t course, as m a r k e d in t h e plan. 
I n th is n e i g h b o u r h o o d w a s f o u n d a f r a g m e n t o f a slab of 
glass three and a hal f inches b y three inches , and s e v e n -
s ix teenths o f an i n c h t h i c k , cons is t ing o f — 

First , a layer o f d a r k b lue glass, a quar ter o f an inch 
thick. 

Second , a layer o f turquo ise b lue glass o n e - e i g h t h o f 
an i n c h th ick . 

Th ird , a layer o f o l ive green glass o n e - s i x t e e n t h o f an 
inch th ick . 

A l l these layers w e r e m o r e or less opaque . T h e d a r k 
b l u e seems t o b e t h e same as t h a t f o u n d at Caerleon, and 
descr ibed b y M r . O . M o r g a n at the M e e t i n g o f t h e 
S o c i e t y o f Ant iquar ies , M a y 3rd, 1877 . I t l o oks b y 
t r a n s m i t t e d l i g h t o f a b r o w n i s h g r e e n colour, b u t b y a 
f resh f racture i t is at once seen that , b y re f lec ted l ight , it 
is o f a dark b lue co lour . A s t h e turquo i se layer w o u l d 
n o t b e seen unless i t w a s c u t d o w n to , Mr . B e r r i n g t o n 
per t inent ly asks, was t h e glass slab i n t e n d e d f o r t h e 
p r o d u c t i o n o f a species o f cameos? P o s s i b l y this m a y b e 
t h e so lut ion o f t h e mat ter . P r o c e e d i n g southwards , an 
o l d p i t w a s c o m e upon , a b o u n d i n g in b r o k e n p o t t e r y , 
w h i c h w a s f o l l o w e d eastwards , a n d a h a n d s o m e s t ra ight 
s ided " S a m i a n " jar , m o r e t h a n hal f per fect , and o t h e r 
f r a g m e n t s o f p o t t e r y , m a n y o f w h i c h can b e f i t t ed 
t o g e t h e r w e r e f ound . P r o c e e d i n g w e s t w a r d s in th i s p i t 
m o r e b r o k e n p o t t e r y was f o u n d , and an iron i n s t r u m e n t 
shaped l ike a short s c y t h e , s ix and a ha l f inches l ong , 
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w i t h a s o c k e t at r ight angles t o 
the blade. I t r e s e m b l e s one 
figured in Mr. Lee's Isca Silurum, 
pi. x x x v i , fig. 6, b u t is larger. 

I n c u t t i n g f r o m k t o w a r d s i, 
Mr. B e r r i n g t o n says, " W e c a m e 
upon an artificial g rave l bank , w h i c h c o m p l e t e l y puzz l ed 
me . " I t is shaded in t h e p lan at I, and t h e r o u g h ske t ch 
of a sect ion is a p p e n d e d . A t t h e base o f th is bank was 
the usual large r o u g h r iver gravel , o n i t t h e usual layer 
of t w o t o three inches o f r iver sand, w i t h traces o f char-
coal. I m m e d i a t e l y o n this was a layer o f grave l , fine 
enough for a carriage dr ive , in t h e f o r m g i v e n in t h e 
section. " I t l o oks l ike a d o u b l e road w i t h a f o o t p a t h 
be tween , b u t w o u l d h a v e b e e n dangerous t o dr ive upon , 
the outer e d g e s b e i n g n e a t l y f o r m e d t o t h e f o u r t h o f a 
circle w i t h a radius o f t w o feet , t h e inner edges w i t h 
a radius o f one f oo t . T h e surface w a s q u i t e hard , 
smooth , and even , as i f c e m e n t e d , t h o u g h there w a s 

no sign o f this , b u t i m m e d i a t e l y t h e surface w a s 
broken t h r o u g h t h e grave l all ran o u t loose . I t certa in ly 
could n o t have s t o o d in th is shape w i t h o u t some c e m e n t . " 
O n t h e t o p o f th is b a n k was f o u n d a denarius of V e s p a s i a n 
Rev. c o s . ITER . ET . TER . DESIG. T h e u p p e r surface o f 
the e m b a n k m e n t was five f ee t five inches b e l o w t h e 
surface, t h e w i d t h o f t h a t por t i on s h e w n o n t h e r ight in 
the d iagram was t w e l v e feet , t h a t on t h e l e f t n ineteen 
feet s ix inches, a n d t h e p a t h b e t w e e n w a s three f ee t s ix 
inches in w i d t h . N o remains w e r e f o u n d in t h e grave l 
of t h e e m b a n k m e n t . W a s this a later r o a d w a y m a d e at 
the same per iod as t h a t f o u n d in t h e P r i o r y O r c h a r d ? 
T h e d e p t h f r o m t h e surface w a s n o t t h e same as t h e 
latter and, I bel ieve , t h e l eve l a b o v e t h e r iver grave l b e d 
was di f ferent . I t s d i re c t i on w a s s o m e w h a t similar t o 
that o f t h e o lder eastern road , b u t i t was apparent ly 
parallel t o it.1 A t rn in t h e p lan w a s f o u n d w h a t w a s 

1 Mr. Berrington, in a recent letter, croached upon the older eastern road, if 
says, " This gravel road must have en- the latter ran true." 
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apparent ly t h e k e r b wal l o f another road, w h i c h fe l l 
ra ther d iagona l ly t h a n at r i g h t angles u p o n t h e main 
( o ld ) r o a d w a y , t h o u g h n o t races o f t h e la t ter e x i s t e d at 
th is po int . I t h a d a gravel f o o t p a t h three f ee t s ix 
inches w i d e on one s ide o f it. Th is is e x a c t l y t h e w i d t h 
o f t h e f o o t p a t h s in t h e o lder roads. A n o t h e r p i t w a s 
f o u n d t o t h e east, similar t o t h e o thers ; in all o f t h e m 
p o u n d e d br i ck was s ca t tered a m o n g s t t h e f i l l ing in, such 
as lies u n d e r t h e p i t c h i n g o f the roads , p r o b a b l y t h r o w n 
in when, the lat ter w e r e par t l y des t royed . F r o m this 
p o i n t t o i t h e g r o u n d h a d b e e n m u c h d i s turbed , and v e r y 
f e w remains w e r e f o u n d , b u t a m o n g s t t h e m w e r e seven 
i l legible coins, s ix b e i n g o f t h i r d brass, a n d one o f t h e 
class cal led minimi; an ear thenware p e r f o r a t e d bead , o f 
a g reen co lour , apparent ly p r o d u c e d b y copper , e x a c t l y 
resembl ing o n e f o u n d near D o l g e l l y , e n g r a v e d in Gibson ' s 
Camden, ed i t ion 1722 ; a p iece o f b ronze , and a s tone 
i m p l e m e n t , po l ished, s o m e w h a t resembl ing in shape a 
spear-head, w i t h a n o t c h in it, a p p a r e n t l y to a t tach it t o 
a st ick . 

A b o u t a d o z e n f r a g m e n t s o f lead, chie f ly s h e w i n g that 
i t h a d been r u n into sockets , a b u n d a n c e o f large nails, 
t w o or three large r o u n d spikes, l i k e t h e p o i n t e d end o f a 
mar l ing spike, b e t w e e n four and f ive inches l ong , a coup le 
o f c ircular i ron discs (not nail heads ) , one and a quarter 
inch in d iameter , t w o m o r e w h i t e s tuds , a cornel ian 
p e b b l e par t ly r u b b e d d o w n , a j a s p e r pebble , m a n y m o r e 
f r a g m e n t s o f d a r k b lue and o f w h i t e glass, &c., w e r e 
f ound . 

D u r i n g t h e w h o l e o f the excavat i ons f l ints w e r e f o u n d , 
b u t t h e y w e r e chief ly d o w n in t h e sand layer. I t is 
probab le t h a t t h e earlier inhabi tants o f t h e p lace w e r e 
us ing f l int w e a p o n s on t h e appearance o f t h e R o m a n s . 

A t t h e po in t i t h e excavat i ons t e r m i n a t e d for t h e 
present , at t h e c o m m e n c e m e n t o f F e b r u a r y last, t h e 
t renches b e i n g again c losed u p on t h e 6 th o f t h a t m o n t h . 
I n compar ison w i t h the ir e x t e n t t h e results had been 
small , b u t one or t w o po ints , I t h i n k , m i g h t b e t a k e n for 
g r a n t e d . — 

l s t . T h a t t h e roads j o i n e d at a p o i n t outs ide t h e 
castrum. 
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2nd. T h a t t h e la t ter w a s m o r e t o t h e south , and 
apparent ly on t h e site o f t h e gaol . 

3rd. T h a t t h e bu i ld ings u p o n t h e e x c a v a t e d g r o u n d 
were probab ly o n l y o f w o o d , as e v i d e n t b y t h e s t r a t u m o f 
charcoal and t h e absence o f roo f ing tiles. 

Mr. B e r r i n g t o n , w h o , f r o m his personal a t t ent i on t o 
the excavat ions , is b e t t e r able t o f o r m an op in ion upon 
them, takes m u c h t h e same v iew. H e says, " T h e 
results at w h i c h I arrive are t h a t at t h e t i m e w h e n t h e 
R o m a n s c a m e and establ ished themse lves b e t w e e n the 
U s k and t h e O l w a y [ U s k is at the j u n c t i o n o f these 
r i v e r s ] — a n d t h e U s k is be l i eved t o have run m u c h nearer 
the site in f o rmer t imes than it does n o w — t h e g r o u n d 
was s imple r o u g h grave l c overed w i t h a couple o f inches 
o f sharp sand a n d a b o u t s ix f ee t b e l o w t h e present level , 
our g r o u n d b e i n g s o m e w h a t h igher than t h e surround ing 
country , chief ly in consequence o f the filling f r o m t h e 
foundat ions o f t h e gao l and cour t -house , t h a t t h e castrum 
lies u n d e r t h e gaol , a n d t h a t t h e roads, as y o u suppose , 
crossed one another outs ide it. I f I r e m e m b e r r ight , t h e 
road at t h e B r e c o n G a e r passes outside . [ T h i s is correct . 
— W . T. W . ] T h e n o r t h road, w h i c h m a y p r o b a b l y y e t 
be f o u n d in t h e P r i o r y Field, 1 po ints t o w a r d s A b e r g a -
v e n n y ; t h e east road po in ts d irect u p t h e O l w a y val ley , 
the w a y t o M o n m o u t h . T h e w e s t road po in ts t o t h e 
river, a l i t t le a b o v e L l a n b a d d o c k , where , assuming t h e 
U s k t o h a v e c h a n g e d i ts course, there m a y t h e n h a v e 
been a forcl. T h e r iver n o w runs against a s teep hill a t 
this place, a n d t h e f o r d is j u s t b e l o w L l a n b a d d o c k Church . 
A b o u t hal f a mi le across t h e r iver t h e road w o u l d pass a 
place cal led t h e H e l m a e n , a corrupt ion o f ' H e o l m a e n ' or 
' S tone R o a d . ' T h i s road w o u l d be t h e m o s t d irect t o 
Caerleon a n d w o u l d cross P o n t S a d w r n , b u t , as C o x e 
says, t h e present r o a d b e t w e e n Llantr issant a n d N e w -
br idge is remarkably s t ra ight , w h i c h favours his v i e w t h a t 
the R o m a n s w e n t t h a t w a y , i.e., b y t h e l e f t b a n k . H o w -
ever, I c a n n o t c o n c e i v e t h a t t h e w e s t r oad l ed a n y w h e r e 
b u t t o Caer l eon . " ( I s h o u l d h a v e prev ious ly said t h a t b y 
prob ing w i t h iron rods in t h e b r o o k south o f Cae Putta 

1 Mr. Berrington, in another letter, seeing how completely the other road has 
says:—" I was surprised that we did not disappeared in places. We found there 
come across the N. and s. road in the three or four of the pitching stones." 
Priory Field, but was no longer so after 
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a h a r d f oundat i on was f o u n d s t r e t c h i n g across t h e b r o o k , 
at t h e po in t w h e r e the southern road shou ld have crossed 
t h e river. M r . B e r r i n g t o n intends , i f possible, t o ascertain 
def ini te ly w h e t h e r th is is n o t t h e south road, carried over 
the b r o o k b y a f o rd ; s o u t h o f th is again this road has 
been f o u n d in a d isused sawpit , w h i c h has a lways been 
k n o w n t o b e u p o n it) . " T h e south road takes t h e l ine 
s u g g e s t e d b y C o x e (p. 21 ) t o w a r d s Llanl lewel l . T h e 
populat ion w h e r e I have b e e n d i g g i n g m u s t , as y o u say, 
have l i ved in w o o d e n houses , and t h e s ite m u s t have 
b e e n sub jec t t o inundat ions , as t h e surround ing fields are 
at present. T h e floods d e p o s i t e d sandy loam, and this 
h a d raised t h e surface at least t w o fee t be fore t h e p lace 
w a s burnt , t h e charred w o o d and t h e greater part o f t h e 
nails b e i n g f o u n d a b o u t a n d a b o v e t h a t level . T h e o n l y 
u n d o u b t e d l y R o m a n w o r k s f o u n d are t h e roads, f oo tpaths , 
k e r b wal ls and drain (all n e a t l y c ons t ruc ted w i t h Castle 
stone) , t h e b l o c k o f m a s o n r y at k, a n d t h e L shaped wal l 
in t h e t r ench a b. Th is wal l is a b o u t seven fee t h igh . 
I n m u c h later, b u t still v e r y anc ient t imes , o ther wal ls 
w e r e a d d e d t o t h e last w h e n it w a s still s tanding , a n d t h e 
w h o l e w e r e r e d u c e d t o their present l eve l at one t ime . 

. T h e g r o u n d has in v e r y m a n y places b e e n d u g 
into in smal l p i ts d o w n t o t h e original gravel , b u t these 
p i ts w e r e as a rule d u g be fore v e r y m u c h o f the b lack soil 
h a d accumulated , and t h e y are genera l ly m o r e a b u n d a n t 
t h a n o ther places in R o m a n po t te ry . T h e w o o d e n houses 
w e r e p r o b a b l y thatched . S o m e o f t h e charred v e g e t a b l e 
m a t t e r l ooks m o r e l ike charred grass t h a n w o o d , and falls 
t o pieces a t a touch. 1 N o s igns o f roo f ing ti les w e r e f o u n d 
e x c e p t near t h e gao l wal l , and t h e n o n l y a f e w f ragments . 
O n l y a f e w pieces o f br i ck w e r e found. P o t t e r y o f s o m e 
k i n d was p r o b a b l y m a d e at Burrium, as I have f o u n d one 
or t w o o f t h e l i t t le conical b i ts o f c lay, u s e d for separat ing 
t h i n g s in t h e k i ln , unless these w e r e used for t h e roo f ing 
t i les . " 

I am inc l ined t o t h i n k t h a t t h e l o w e r and o lder roads 
w e r e sub je c t (near t h e r iver b a n k s espec ia l ly ) t o i n u n d a -

1 It is evident that the heat of the pottery were splashed with molten lead, 
conflagration of Burrium must have been many of the bones found were calcined, 
very great. Many pieces of stone have and the upper side of a first brass coin of 
been so reddened by fire that the work- Trajan, found lying on the ground, was 
men kept them for pottery. Pieces of partially fused. 
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t ions a n d w e r e much, d e s t r o y e d in th is manner . I n t h e 
t ime o f t h e L o w e r E m p i r e t h e inhabitants , w e a r i e d o f 
floods, raised t h e g rave l roads at t h e h igher level , 
p robab ly o n l y for a short d is tance unt i l t h e l o w land 
was passed, a n d bu i ld ings w h i c h h a d b e e n d e s t r o y e d b y 
the r iver, l ike apparent ly t h a t at η ( the o lder por t i on o f 
wall ) w e r e rebu i l t at a h igher level , s imilar t o t h e t w o 
rooms w h i c h w e r e e x c a v a t e d r o u n d the. l a s t - n a m e d f rag-
m e n t o f wall.1 W i t h regard t o Mr . Berr ing ton ' s v i e w 
that the wes tern road led t o Caerleon, I t h i n k i t 
doubt ful . I t m i g h t p r o b a b l y lead t o w a r d some o f t h e 
Glamorganshire stations. T h e r e are g r e a t n u m b e r s o f 
old p i t ched roads v is ib le in t h e c o u n t y , and unt i l these 
are t raced and c o n n e c t e d i t w o u l d b e useless t o specu late 
upon them. M r . B e r r i n g t o n h a v i n g e x a m i n e d a n u m b e r 
of o ld d e e d s re lat ing to Cae Putta, finds t h a t in t h e m i t 
has been additionally called Cae Pivdd, Cae Puddoio, 
and Cae Puddon. H e t h i n k s t h a t t h e name is s i m p l y a 
corrupt ion o f t h e " B o o t h F i e l d , " as i t is said a g i p s y fair 
was occas ional ly he ld here. 

T h e d i s covery o f t h e incense, o f w h i c h Mr . B e r r i n g t o n 
sent t o m e a small f r a g m e n t , is pecul iar ly interest ing . 
That i t is R o m a n t h e r e can b e n o d o u b t whatever . I t 
was f o u n d d o w n in t h e R o m a n layer o f charcoal a n d w i t h 
undis turbed alluvial soil a b o v e it . F r o m the analysis 
made b y Messrs. S a v o r y and M o o r e , i t appears t o conta in 
m y r r h and f rankincense . T h e f r a g m e n t in m y possession, 
w h e n burnt , emi t s a p leasant smell , s imilar t o s o m e o ther 
k inds o f incense. T h e l u m p s o f i t h a d externa l ly a charred 
appearance, and t h e analyser states t h a t i t has b e e n a l ter -
ed b y heat , such as t h e b u r n i n g o f t h e houses, a l t h o u g h 
not ac tua l ly i g n i t e d or d e p r i v e d o f i ts p o w e r o f igni t ion . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y as i t w a s c o n f o u n d e d w i t h t h e charcoal , b u t 
l itt le w a s saved . Th is d i s c o v e r y is un ique in t h e r e co rd 
o f B r i t a n n o - R o m a n remains , t h o u g h thur ib les h a v e o c ca -
sionally b e e n f o u n d , a n d i t seems a m a t t e r o f surprise t h a t 
the s cent s h o u l d surv ive t h e lapse o f s ix teen or s eventeen 
centuries. T h e f r a g m e n t in m y possession, a f ter b e i n g 
burnt in one part , s e e m e d t o r e c o v e r in s o m e measure i ts 
odour, f or a f ter t h e lapse o f three m o n t h s i t still retains it. 

1 Mr. Berriugton informs mo that 
foundations of buildings were found 
near the surface, which he considered 

mediaeval, and has given no account of. 
May not these have been of the late 
Roman period like the gravel roads? 
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T h e n a m e o f Burrium appears t o o c cur in a Br i t i sh 
f o r m in t h e l i fe o f St . Cadoc , as pub l i shed b y t h e R e v . 
W . J . Rees ' (o f Cascob ) , " L i v e s of t h e C a m b r o Br i t i sh 
Saints , " f r o m t h e O o t t o n i a n M S S . in t h e L i b r a r y o f t h e 
Br i t i sh M u s e u m (Vespas ian , A x iv , p . 17, col. c u m Ti tus , 
D xx i i , p. 51) . A t p a g e 390 o f th is v o l u m e a translat ion 
is g i v e n o f a Latin passage a t p a g e 92 in t h e same v o l u m e , 
w h i c h runs as f o l l ows : — 

" 6 2 . O f t h e field w h i c h C y l ive ly η g a v e t o Saint C a d o c . 
B e i t k n o w n t h a t C y n f e l y n g a v e t h e field cal led L i s d i n 
Borr ion w i t h his b o d y , for t h e traff ic o f t h e h e a v e n l y 
k i n g d o m , t o G o d and Saint C a d o c , w h i c h w o u l d pay h i m 
annual ly s ix t ierces o f ale, w i t h bread , and flesh and 
honey . A n d C o n i g e is w i t n e s s w h o u n d e r his h a n d wrot e 
t h e correspond ing d e e d . " 

T o this a no te is a d d e d b y M r . W a k e m a n " D i n Birr ion 
occurs in the Liber Lctndavensis page 465, and was given 
b y C y n v e l y n ap C y n o g t o O u d o c e u s , t h e same person 
e v i d e n t l y as th is Cynfe l in . I t is poss ib ly U s k , t h e 
Burrium o f the It ineraries . T h e present church is d e d i -
ca ted t o St . M a r y , b u t there m a y have been a prev ious 
one d e d i c a t e d t o or b u i l t b y C a d o c . " 

St . O u d o c e u s was one o f t h e first b i shops o f L landaf f , 
a n d apparent ly c o n t e m p o r a r y w i t h St . C a d o c . T h e same 
M S . m e n t i o n s grants o f o ther lands in th is c o u n t y t o St . 
C a d o c , inc lud ing one, p . 89, " J u x t a c i v i t a t e m L e g i o n i s " 
(Caerleon) . T h e passage above re ferred t o in t h e Liber 
Landavensis seems all t h e m o r e p r o b a b l y t o refer t o U s k , 
u n d e r t h e n a m e o f D i n Birr ion , as t h e p r e c e d i n g one in 
t h e l ist is o f a p lace five mi les n o r t h - w e s t o f M o n m o u t h , 
and t h e one b e f o r e t h a t o f lands at T i n t e r n Parva , and 
all t h e grants t h a t c o m e near are in t h e distr ict , w h e r e 
t h e y can b e identi f ied. 

I t has b e e n t h o u g h t t h a t t h e " B y r t h i n , " a b r o o k 
w h i c h falls in to t h e R i v e r U s k , on t h e oppos i te side, 
a b o u t a mi le above t h e anc ient Burrium, e i ther d e r i v e d 
i ts n a m e f r o m t h e anc ient t o w n , or i tsel f g a v e t h e n a m e 
t o t h e latter . I t seems, h o w e v e r , t o o far d is tant for th is 
purpose , and its e t y m o l o g y m a y b e d e r i v e d f r o m a to ta l ly 
d i f ferent source. 

T h e p o t t e r y f o u n d d u r i n g t h e excavat i ons w a s con -
siderable, t h o u g h m o s t l y f ragmentary . A f e w per fec t 
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vessels I h a v e m e n t i o n e d prev ious ly . F o r t y large b o x e s 
were, h o w e v e r , r e m o v e d t o Mr . Berr ing ton ' s res idence 
containing f r a g m e n t s o f e v e r y descr ipt ion o f p o t t e r y , 
excep t Durobr iv ian , w h i c h s e e m e d t o b e absent . T h e 
potter 's m a r k s w e r e : O n amphorae—in add i t i on t o t h e 
one MCSR, a lready given—SARNINI, PROCVINI, and VIR, 
there b e i n g several e x a m p l e s o f t h e latter , b u t t h e y w e r e 
all reversed. O n t h e r im o f a large c ream co loured 
mortarium w a s t h e n a m e c . ATISIVS. O n t h e l ips o f o ther 
mortaria w e r e DOMV., the Ν b e i n g l igulate w i t h t h e Μ 
(this m a y be t h e same n a m e as t h a t g i v e n as DOMS. at 
Caerleon (Isca Silurum, Plate x x m , fig. 14), which 
occurs o n the hand le o f an amphora) , IOVIN ancl HURS. 
On Samian w a r e t h e f o l l o w i n g m a r k s o c c u r : — O F . NGRI. 
(doubt less NIGRI), CINTVS. M., MARTIALIS. F., OFIC. PRIME, 
IVCVI—., ATTIGI. M., BELL—., CAV. P1F—., OFFI. I—-., and 
OFFEIC—. T h e first f o u r are wel l k n o w n , b e i n g f o u n d in 
various places in t h e k i n g d o m . O n a v e r y large f r a g m e n t 
of an amphora was scratched the following: I [ [L v n i . 
There is a g o o d deal o f Samian ware , plain and figured, 
m u c h m o r e o f b l a c k ware , un f igured or w i t h 
only s cratched lines, all seeming t o be o f t h e 
same shape. S o m e v e r y fragi le y e l l o w ware kJ) 
occurred, b u t w i t h t h e quar tz sand o f mortar ia 
inside. T h e r e w e r e also s o m e vessels l ike h u g e r e d water 
bott les w i t h one handle , and t h e remains o f a g reat 
number o f amphorae. N o carved s tone o f a n y k i n d was 
found, and n o hard mortar . 

Mr . B e r r i n g t o n intends , i f possible , t o m a k e fur ther 
excavat ions in and a r o u n d t h e s tat ion short ly . F r o m 
various indicia i t seems probab le t h a t m u c h m a y y e t b e 
d iscovered t o t h e s o u t h and w e s t o f t h e g a o l and cour t -
house. W h e n fresh e x c a v a t i o n s o c cur I shall n o t fail t o 
report t h e result . 

T h e d is tance o f A b e r g a v e n n y f r o m U s k ( ten and a hal f 
to e leven E n g l i s h mi les ) o n t h e one hand , and its d is tance 
f r o m ^Kenchester (Magna) o n t h e other , i ts e t y m o l o g y , 
and i ts b e i n g s i tuated at t h e j u n c t i o n o f t w o rivers, 
t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e course o f t h e R o m a n roads, render i t 
certain t h a t i t is t h e Gohannium o f A n t o n i n u s . T h e 
R o m a n road r u n n i n g s o u t h f r o m K e n c h e s t e r is n o t a t 
present visible, t h o u g h in t h e t i m e o f H o r s l e y i t appears 
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t o h a v e b e e n so. H o w e v e r , w e have seen t h a t a road 
( this same one ) p o i n t e d n o r t h w a r d s t o A b e r g a v e n n y f r o m 
Usk. Horsley, in his Britannia Romana, p. 319, was 
t h e first w h o w r o t e u p o n it. H e s a y s — " A t A b e r g a v e n n y 
I had in format ion o f several R o m a n br i cks f o u n d a b o u t 
t h e o ld castle , s ome o f w h i c h h a d LEG. II. AVG. impressed 
o n them. T h e t w o ingenious physic ians there h a d each 
o f t h e m as t h e y t o l d m e one o f these br i cks , b u t t h e y 
were lost be fore I c a m e th i ther . Dr . R o b e r t s ob l i ged m e 
w i t h t h e s ight o f several R o m a n coins f o u n d p r o b a b l y at 
this place. A go ld O t h o was also f o u n d here. I was 
t o l d l ikewise o f a R o m a n balneum or s u d a t o r y t h a t w a s 
n o t v e r y l o n g ago t o b e seen a t t h e castle , b u t is n o w 
filled up , t h o u g h o f th is I w a s n o t so ent i re ly satisfied. 
This, together with the military icay yet visible, renders it 
suf f ic ient ly clear, t h a t there m u s t h a v e b e e n a stat ion 
here , " and he t h o u g h t that t h e course o f t h e T w e l f t h I t e r 
in t h e Itinerary t h e d is tance a n d af f inity o f n a m e p r o v e d 
it. From the Beauties of England and Wales, vol. xi, 
p. 91, w e learn t h a t Mr . W a r d w a s i n f o r m e d t h a t several 
br i cks bear ing t h e inscr ipt ion LEG. II. AVG. liacl b e e n 
f o u n d a b o u t t h e c a s t l e , — S e e also Archceologia, vol . v , 
p. 35. 

T h e castle is in a c o m m a n d i n g pos i t i on at t h e end o f a 
r idge , and w a s p r o b a b l y t h e site o f t h e R o m a n castrum. 
In the Archceologia Cambrensis, vol. for 1876, p. 341, the 
f o l l ow ing account is g i v e n o f t h e cast le : — 

" These ( the ruins) are o f considerable e x t e n t , and 
j u d g i n g f rom t h e p lan g i v e n in C o x e ' s Monmouthshire, 
t a k e t h e f o r m o f an irregular tr iangle . T h e pr inc ipal 
entrance was b e t w e e n a square and a r o u n d t o w e r a t 
t h e n o r t h - w e s t angle , a n d at t h e s o u t h - w e s t angle , b u t 
outs ide t h e wal l is t h e m o a t e d m o u n d on w h i c h s t ood 
an earlier Br i t i sh fort . T h e w h o l e o c cup ies a s l ight ly 
e l evated p lateau near t h e j u n c t i o n (aber ) o f t h e G a v e n n y 
and the U s k . T h e luxur iance o f t h e i v y concea led t h e 
masonry and archi tectural features, b u t in genera l 
character a n d d a t e i t appeared t o c o r respond w i t h t h e 
n e i g h b o u r i n g castles o f G r o s m o n t , S k e n f r i t h and W h i t e -
castle. A n accurate g r o u n d plan and descr ipt ion o f t h e 
castle are m u c h des iderated , " &c. 

I n vo l iv. o f t h e Journal o f t h e Br i t i sh Archaeological 
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Associat ion, pp. 3 1 3 - 1 4 , and in t h e W o r c e s t e r v o l u m e of 
the same Soc i e ty , pp. 2 7 3 - 4 , i t is s tated t h a t in t r e n c h i n g 
the nursery g r o u n d s o f Mr . J a m e s Saunders at A b e r g a -
venny a w o r k m a n s t ruck his spade against a c istvaen, 
composed o f five s tones r u d e l y p u t together . I n i t w e r e 
found t w o vases and t w o 'patera' o f Samian ware, &c. T h e 
d iscovery is, h o w e v e r , m o r e fu l ly g i v e n in t h e a b o v e -
named volume (1876) of the Arcliceologia Cambrensis, 
p . 348 ( the p o t t e r y b e i n g e x h i b i t e d at the t e m p o r a r y 
museum f o r m e d b y the Cambr ian Archaeological S o c i e t y 
at their A b e r g a v e n n y m e e t i n g ) as f o l l ows : — 

R o m a n o - B r i t i s h p o t t e r y f r o m a c is tvaen d i s covered 
Jan. 19th, 1848 , in Mr . Saunders ' nursery g r o u n d on t h e 
Here ford road, A b e r g a v e n n y . I n t h e c is tvaen A n d e r s o n 
the w o r k m a n f o u n d five vases, each rest ing in a patera, 
and o c c u p y i n g t h e four angles, w i t h t h e larger one in t h e 
centre. Ins ide this larger one w a s f o u n d a d a r k pas ty 
substance, a n d surround ing t h e patera charred bones t o 
the d e p t h o f a b o u t t w o inches. T h e patera is o f S a m i a n 
ware, and s t a m p e d w i t h t h e l e t ters IVLLIN, p r o b a b l y t h e 
name o f t h e po t te r , &c . " T h e v o l u m e s o f t h e Br i t i sh 
Archaeological A s s o c i a t i o n a b o v e referred t o state t h a t 
some years be fore several c ists o f a similar nature w e r e 
d iscovered in M r . Saunders ' g r o u n d s b y t h e w o r k m e n , 
but i t is b e l i e v e d t h a t in these a large n u m b e r o f g o l d and 
silver co ins w e r e c o n t a i n e d in t h e vases p laced in t h e 
cists, and w e r e so ld b y t h e w o r k m e n . T h e remains o f a 
R o m a n c a u s e w a y have b e e n t raced across t h e g r o u n d s in 
the v i c i n i t y o f t h e cists.1 

A t t h e same t e m p o r a r y m u s e u m there w a s also e x -
hibited b y G e o r g e M o o r e , Esq . , a " c i n e r a r y urn conta in -
ing bones , m o r e r e c e n t l y f o u n d in t h e g r o u n d s o f G e o r g e 
Moore , Esq . , a b o u t three h u n d r e d y a r d s f r o m w h e r e t h e 
above w e r e f ound . T h e t h i c k f r a g m e n t s are por t i ons o f a 
larger urn in w h i c h th is urn was p laced . " 

These d iscover ies p la inly ind i ca te t h e site o f t h e c e m e -
tery o f t h e s tat ion ; t h e y wi l l p r o b a b l y b e f o u n d t o h a v e 
occurred each s ide o f t h e c a u s e w a y named . W a s th is 
road t h e n o r t h and south one f r o m K e n c h e s t e r ? S y s t e -
matic excavat i ons here w o u l d p r o b a b l y reveal inscr ibed 
tombstones . 

1 Vide also vol. iii, ArcJiaologia Cambrensis, p. 172. 
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A t the same m u s e u m w e r e e x h i b i t e d : — B y Mr. J o h n 
M o r g a n — N e c k o f a R o m a n a m p h o r a d u g u p in 1874 , s ix 
f ee t u n d e r t h e surface o f t h e road, near t h e Cast le gate , 
A b e r g a v e n n y . B y Mr . H . J . E d m u n d s — N e c k and handle 
o f a R o m a n amphora f o u n d in d i g g i n g a sewer b y t h e 
S u n Inn , A b e r g a v e n n y , 1866. B y R e v . T h o m a s J o n e s — 
A bronze stylus f o u n d in Cast le street , A b e r g a v e n n y . 

S o far, th is seems t o b e the s u m to ta l o f t h e discover ies 
at A b e r g a v e n n y , b u t t h e y are suff ic ient to s h o w that 
m u c h remains b e n e a t h t h e surface, and o n l y w a n t s excava -
t ion t o b r i n g i t t o l ight . T h e r e are ves t iges o f var ious 
R o m a n roads in t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d . C o x e , p. 24 , m e n t i o n s 
a v e r y fine one l ead ing f r o m A b e r g a v e n n y t o N e a t h . 

A s I said at t h e o p e n i n g o f m y paper , t h e stat ion o f 
Blestium m u s t h a v e b e e n s o m e w h e r e b e t w e e n U s k and 
B u r y Hi l l , near W e s t o n - u n d e r - P e n y a r d , in Here fordsh i re , 
and so on t h e Gloucestershire side o f t h e c o u n t y o f M o n -
m o u t h . V a r i o u s causes po in t t o t h e t o w n o f Monmouth 
i tsel f as the site. I t is s i tuated as usual o n a lingula or 
t o n g u e o f l and at the j u n c t i o n o f t w o rivers, the W y e 
and t h e M o n n o w . W e have seen t h a t t h e road (east) 
f r o m U s k p o i n t e d in th is d irect ion , b u t its course cannot 
exac t ly b e traced. T h e r e appear t o be , f r o m var ious 
local names, such as " P e n - y - c l a w d d " (head o f the b a n k ) , 
" C o l d H a r b o u r , " " C a y ο F a r m " ( tw i ce ) , w i t h remains o f 
p i t c h e d causeways , at least t w o o ld roads r u n n i n g b e -
t w e e n U s k and M o n m o u t h , b u t i t is uncer ta in w h i c h w a s 
t h e one f o l l o w e d b y t h e I t inerary . ( I n t o t h e ques t i on o f 
t h e roads o f th is c o u n t y I h o p e t o enter at s ome fu ture 
t ime . ) A road cal led " W h i t c h u r c h S t r e e t , " pass ing t h e 
R o m a n vi l la at t h a t place , appears t o h a v e r u n f r o m 
M o n m o u t h t o B u r y Hi l l , w h i c h was t h e course o f t h e I t e r 
after l eav ing Blestium, and, as C o x e says, t h e on ly un -
d o u b t e d R o m a n road , v is ible near M o n m o u t h in his t ime , 
l ed f r o m t h e oppos i te b a n k o f t h e r iver u p t h e K y m i n (a 
hill) and so t o S t a n t o n (i.e., S t o n e T o w n ) , in G louces ter -
shire. P a r t o f a p i t c h e d road, a c c o r d i n g t o Mr . Berr ing 
ton , is still v is ible on t h e east s ide o f the K y m i n , t h o u g h 
t h e traces are faint. 

B u t t o return. H a r d l y a n y t h i n g R o m a n has been 
f o u n d at M o n m o u t h . H o r s l e y cons idered it t o lie Bles-
tium, b u t a d m i t t e d he k n e w o f n o t h i n g R o m a n h a v i n g 



AND THIRTEENTH ITERS OF ANTONINUS. 41 

ever been discovered there. Leland states that in his 
time Monmouth had four gates in its walls, but they do 
not appear to have been placed as Roman gates would 
have been. Since Horsley s time two coins of Constan-
tine the Great were found in 1767, in the garden of the 
head master of the Free School (Gough's Camden, edit. 
1789, vol. ii, p. 483). In the Caerleon Museum there is 
a third brass coin of the same emperor, found at Mon-
mouth Castle—-Rev. GENIO. POP. ROM. It was presented 
by the late Thomas Dyke, Esq.—Lee's Isca Silurum, 
p. 80 . 

I am also indebted to my friend Mr. J. P. Earwaker, 
F.S.A., for an account of a Samian bowl or patera found in 
the town. It occurs in the Ashmolean MSS, 826, f. 56, 
preserved in the Bodleian Library, and reads—" An urn 
of very fine red clay, found at Monmouth in 1649 by Mr. 
— Melborne, having on the bottom the word jsATVBxxj." 
This evidently is the mark of a well-known potter, Satur-
ninus, of whose handiwork many specimens occur in 
various parts of the kingdom. 

These, however, are trifling discoveries ; and though 
the distance from Usk is correct, eleven miles as the 
crow flies, it is strange nothing more has been found 
than what might be expected at any spot on the line 
of a Roman road. But while there is nothing at Mon-
mouth, at Stanton before-named, only three miles off, 
many evidences occur. Its name, the course of the 
Roman road, the church font made out of a Roman 
altar, immense quantities of scoriae about the fields, 
the village in fact being built upon a mass of slag, 
vestiges of entrenchments until lately visible near the 
church, and, as Mr. Berrington informs me, one of the 
fields is quite black, though those around it are of a red 
earth. Mr. Berrington also ascertained that about forty 
or fifty years ago a pot of coins was found " near the old 
castle." This, from subsequent information, must have 
been unearthed in or near the " black" field named. It 
was said to have contained " four or five quarts." Mr. 
Berrington, by great perseverance, succeeded in tracing-
one of the coins, which, I find, is of Salonina, reverse 
VESTA, FELIX. It is either a third brass, or has been a 
plated denarius, slight traces of silver being visible on 

VOL. x x x v g 
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t h e obverse . B u t t h e d is tances here f r o m Glouces ter , 
f r o m B u r y Hi l l , and f r o m U s k w i l l n o t agree. W e are 
there fore l ed t o c onc lude t h a t M o n m o u t h o n l y can b e t h e 
site o f Blestium. I t s d is tance f r o m B u r y H i l l as wel l as 
f r o m U s k suits. T h e r e appears t o have b e e n a I l o m a n 
road f r o m it, d o w n t h e w e s t b a n k o f the W y e t o w a r d s 
T in tern and C h e p s t o w , passing a I i o m a n sme l t ing furnace 
at C o e d I tbe l . I t is v e r y probab le t h a t a smal l I l o m a n 
stat ion ex i s ted at C h e p s t o w . C o x e , pp. 365 a n d 369 , 
states t h a t there are R o m a n br i cks in bo th church a n d 
castle. Mr. White (British Archceological Association 
Journal, vol. x, p. 282) was struck by the castle, it 
appear ing qu i te d i f ferent f r om a n y others o f t h e N o r m a n 
per iod w h i c h he h a d ever seen. H e a d v o c a t e d excavat i on 
t o e n d e a v o u r t o sett le t h e or ig in o f t h e castle, w h e t h e r i t 
was n o t R o m a n . A course o f R o m a n ti les " r a n r o u n d 
three sides " o f the castle, and part o f t h e f our th side, 
" a n d t h e y w e r e all e x c e e d i n g l y regular . " I n t h e Proceed-
ings o f t h e S o m e r s e t Archaeological Soc i e ty , vol . x i v , 
p . 25, i t is s t a t e d t h a t a m o n g t h e articles e x h i b i t e d at t h e 
t e m p o r a r y m u s e u m f o r m e d at t h e Br is to l M e e t i n g , A u g u s t 
27, 1867 , w e r e " a co l lect ion o f R o m a n Br i t i sh fibulre, 
s tuds , b r o n z e armlets , r ings, &c., d i s covered near C h e p s t o w 
in 1 8 6 1 — s o m e o f t h e m enamel led . Mr . W i l l i a m E d k i n s 
w a s t h e exhib i tor . M r . W . O. Seys , o f Tutsh i l l H o u s e , 
C h e p s t o w , in forms m e t h a t a b o u t 1867 h e f o u n d a b o u t 
5 0 0 yards o n t h e Gloucestersh ire s ide o f C h e p s t o w B r i d g e 
a h e a p o f b r o k e n R o m a n p o t t e r y , a n d a m o n g s t i t was a 
co in of A n t o n i n u s P ius , and several o t h e r i l legible R o m a n 
coins. H e fur ther in forms m e that h e has o f t e n seen t h e 
f o u n d a t i o n o f a R o m a n br idge across t h e W y e , at l o w 
water , dur ing h igh spr ing tides. " I t l o oks , " he says, " l i k e 
a l and ing stage, and is c o m p o s e d o f w o o d e n piles. I t is in 
t h e l ine o f R o m a n road f r o m G l o u c e s t e r t o C a e r w e n t . I 
h a v e m y s e l f s t ruck the road in three d is t inc t p laces 
w i t h i n a mi le o f t h e site o f t h e pi les on t h e G l o u c e s t e r -
shire side of the W y e . " Reynolds, in his Iter Britan-
niarum, p. 431 , says t h a t a beaut i fu l R o m a n p a v e m e n t 
w a s f o u n d a t C h e p s t o w in 1689 ; b u t I t h i n k this is an 
error, and t h a t he refers t o t h e tesse lated p a v e m e n t f o u n d 
at Caerwent (Venta Silurum) in the same year, this 
place b e i n g o n l y a f e w miles d is tant . 
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With this I must draw to a close. There are very 
many points in this same county which abound in Roman 
vestigia, in addition to those so ably described by Mr. 
Lee in his Τ sea Silurum (Caerleon and Caerwent), but 
these must for the present remain in abeyance. I have 
endeavoured honestly, though imperfectly I fear, to detail 
all that is known relative to the three stations, Burrium, 
Gobannium, and Blestium; and when other discoveries 
are made, which cannot fail to be the case should Mr. 
Berrington renew his excavations, I shall again return to 
the subject. 




