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PART III. 

T H E E A R L S OF GLOUCESTER. 

By G. T. CLARK. 

The ages of Earl Wi l l iam's daughters at the t ime of his 
deatli are not on record, but they certainly were very 
young . Dugdale , fo l lowing Wals ingham, says that the 
Earl, to prevent the division of the heritage, adopted as 
his heir, at W i n d s o r in 1176, the King ' s second son, 
J o h n ; but this must have been with the understanding 
that he was t o marry one of the coheirs. M a d o x (Bar. 
Angl., p. 201) says that on the Earl 's death the H o n o u r 
of Gloucester , in which he ev ident ly includes the W e l s h 
Lordship, escheated to the crown, and H u g h Bardolph, 
in account ing to Richard I. for the issues " de tribus 
partil)ns anni," says this was " antequam rex daret 
eundem H o n o r e m Johanni fratri suo" "(Pipe Ε,οΐΐ, 1st 
R i chard I ) . Nevertheless the subsequent descents of 
b o t h H o n o u r and Lordship shew that t h e y were not 
held as male fiefs : but, like all' other property, where the 
law had its course, descended to the heiresses, subject to 
a purparty or division, and subject, o f course, dur ing a 
minor i ty t o the usual rights o f wardship. W h e n , some 
years later, the male line of the de Clares failed, bu t very 
few o f their manors reverted t o the crown : the great 
bu lk o f the estate was held b y the K i n g as in wardship, 
and so soon as it was certain that there was no male heir 
o f the b o d y o f the last Earl, on the petit ion of the 
sisters, was divided. I t is, therefore, probable that 
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the vest ing of the estate in J o h n was b y an arrange-
ment w i th Earl Wi l l i am, and that this was so is 
supported b y the fact that after John d ivorced the 
heiress he gave up the estate, t h o u g h w i th a very 
bad grace, and after considerable delay. The tit le o f 
Earl of Gloucester was certainly a personal grant b y 
H e n r y I. t o his son R o b e r t on his marriage. I t could 
no t have been a part of Mabel 's heritage, for F i t z - H a m o n 
was not an earl. W i t h the tit le H e n r y ev ident ly made 
the usual grant o f the th ird p e n n y of the county . The 
learned authors of the Peerage Repor ts d e n y this, but in 
the P ipe R o l l o f 1st R i chard I, after the passage above 
c i ted , fol lows, " et d e x x x i i libris de tercio denario 
comitatus de dimidio anno ;" and in the Ro l l o f 3rd John, 
Almaric d ' E v r e u x had x x l1 o f the third penny of the 
same county. The usual appanage of an earl in these 
days was the third penny of the pleas of his county . 

The limitation under which the earldom descended is 
obscure. It does not appear why John's marriage should 
have made him Earl of Gloucester, as his wife was not 
sole heiress of her father, although in Bristol Castle she 
possessed what was probably then regarded as the " caput 
Honoris Gloucestriae." Gloucester, which she did not 
possess, might probably be the " caput comitatus," but it 
was never held by the earls. 

O n Earl Wi l l iam 's death H e n r y stepped in, as guardian 
o f the infant coheiresses and custos o f the lands. The 
latter he held about six years, w h e n the issues were 
returned as a branch of the royal revenue. Thus, 33rd 
H e n r y I I , 1186-7, H u g h Bardo lph accounted for the 
scutages, " quia H o n o r est in manu regis," and in the 
same year is an account of £ 4 3 17s. 7d. for works at 
Kene f i t Castle, probably Kenf ig , in Glamorgan, t h o u g h 
possibly a Herefordshire fortress. 

O n Henry ' s death the wardship passed w i th the c rown 
to Richard , and the accounts, besides the third penny 
ment ioned above, shew " et comitissse Gloucestrise £ 5 0 
pro do te et maritagio suo d e dimidio anno per Ran ' d e 
Glanvil l ' precepto regis." This was the Countess Dowager . 
Other entries shew that Bardol f accounted for the Castle 
o f Caermarthen and for works at Bristol Castle, as well as 
for certain issues from the A b b o t o f Keynsham. A m o n g 
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the tenants H e n r y de Unfranvi l l o w e d £ 4 for his relief, 
and R o g e r de Maisi £ 4 5 for nine k n i g h t fees he ld of the 
Honour , b u t probably , in strictness, o f the L o r d o f 
Glamorgan. F i t z -Stephen seems t o have accounted for 
the issues o f the County , Bardol f for those of the Honour . 
R i chard held the wardship two- th i rds o f a year, and then, 
in 1189, determined it in favour of Isabel, the third sister, 
w h o m he married t o his brother John, t o w h o m she had 
been contracted in 1176. T h e accounts for 1189-90 , 
1st R i chard I, shew for saddles, etc. , for the daughter o f 
the Earl o f Gloucester and her maidens, £ 1 7 2s. 7d., and 
for various furs for her and the daughter o f the Earl of 
Chester as wel l as for the Queen and the sister o f the 
K i n g o f France, 73s. 4d. She had also three roserells. 
J o h n he ld the H o n o u r b y baronial homage and service. 
H e lost i t for a t ime w h e n disseized o f his Engl ish 
lands b y the sentence o f the royal court , b u t regained 
it on his reconciliation w i th his brother. I t seems 
to have been in the crown in the 9th R i c h a r d I , 
1197-8, when W i l l i a m de W a r e n e was custos o f 
the Honour , and was col lecting for Richard 's ransom. 
The names of some of the knights in his accounts, as 
de Cardiff, de Granvil le, and de Sanford, be long b o t h to 
the H o n o u r and to the Lordship of Glamorgan. 

On John's accession he became both chief and mesne 
- lord. Madox is careful to point out that while John's 

own services thus became extinguished, tlie tenants con-
tinued to pay theirs as holding " in capite ut cle Honore." 
Also, as an Honour was a Barony, it did not merge in 
the crown, as was the case with a knight's fee or a 
demesne manor, but was held in abeyance and distinct, 
and was described technically as holden " in dominio." 
John's marriage was opposed by Archbishop Baldwin as 
within the forbidden degrees, both parties descending 
from Henry I. While Earl of Moretaine it suited John 
to disregard this objection, but when he succeeded as 
king and had no children he revived it and obtained a 
divorce. 

According to the Annals of Tewkesbury, John's mar-
riage, though contracted for in 1176, with the proviso 
that the Pope's license was to be obtained, did not 
actually take place until Richard's accession in 1189. It 
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must have been j u s t before the marriage, during the 
episcopate of W i l l i a m de Saltmarsh, that Archb ishop 
Baldwin, accompanied b y Giraldus Cambrensis, visited 
Glamorgan, preached the crusade at Llandaff, was the 
guest o f A b b o t Conan at E w e n n y , and was gu ided across 
the treacherous marshes and sands be tween the A v a n and 
the N e d d b y Morgan ap Caradoc, Jestyn 's eldest grand-
son, and the L o r d of A v a n . Richard 's letter f rom 
Messina, written about the 25th January, 1191, is 
addressed t o John Earl o f Gloucester , and J o h n so 
styles himself in forwarding the letter to the A r c h -
bishop, a l though he se ldom used the title afterwards. I n 
1199, 30th October , he confirmed t o W i l l i a m de Berkeley 
a donation made by Rober t Earl of Gloucester, and soon 
after his marriage he, as " Comes de Moreton," or " Mori-
tonie , " granted charters o f confirmation t o Neath and 
Margam. The Neath charter has been printed, that t o 
Margam, dated Cardiff on the Tuesday before St. Hilary, 
1193, is in excel lent preservation, and bears John 's seal 
as L o r d of Glamorgan, w i th t w o passant lions on his 
shield. I t is one of a mass of similar documents in the 
possession of Mr. Talbot o f Margam, which , if permitted 
t o be examined, w o u l d no d o u b t throw m u c h l ight on the 
early history of that abbey, and on the descent o f property 
in the county in the twe l f th century. There is also 
another charter b y John, w i thout date, bu t granted before -
his accession, preserved in the Cottonian M S S . (Cleopatra, 
A vii, 73 b), printed in the New Monasticon (ii, 69). 

The divorce seems t o have occurred in M a y , 1200, and 
John's marriage t o Isabel o f A n g o u l e m e fo l lowed at once, 
so that t h e y were c rowned at Christmas. That John 
retained the Lordship and H o n o u r in his hands is ev ident 
f rom his grants after his accession. 22nd October , 1199, 
he confirmed a grant b y R o b e r t Earl o f Gloucester o f 
Eldresfield t o Wi l l i am, son o f W i l l i a m de Berkeley, and 
18th Apri l , 1200, a grant of Bedminster manor b y the 
same to the same. This indeed he m i g h t have done as 
sovereign, bu t in his first year W i l l i a m de Ealaise and 
Master Swern account for the issues o f the Honour , and 
probably o f the Lordship , which for this month are 
£ 2 2 3 12s. 3d. A lso , 1201-2, G u y de Cancellis accounted 
t o the crown for the scutages o f tlie H o n o u r of Gloucester, 
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levied upon 327^ fees, and tlie. K i n g retained also tlie 
castle and berton of Bristol. The P ipe Ro l l for the fo l -
l owing year, 3rd John, 1202, has been printed. I n i t 
W i l l i a m de Palaise accounts for the H o n o u r for the past 
year. A m o n g the tenants w h o be longed also to Glamorgan 
are H e n r y de Umfranvi l l , w h o paid 12 marks on 5 f e e s ; 
R o g e r de Meisi, 24 marcs on 4 fees ; John le Sor, 36 marcs 
on 14 f e e s ; R o g e r Corbet , 8 marcs on 1 fee ; Herber t 
de St. Quintin, 3 marcs for 10 fees : and Milo de Sumeri, 
5 marcs for 3^ fees. W i l l i a m de Montacute and R a l p h 
de Cirecest ' were al lowed £ 5 0 for the expenses o f the 
Countess [o f Gloucester ] at Bristol , b y a letter f rom 
Geof fry F i tz -Peter . K e y n s h a m A b b e y paid 40d. for 
scutage. 

I n the n e x t roll, 4th John, the fees in the H o n o u r of 
Gloucester are 304 j-, o f which 47 :| are in Glamorgan. 
The Earl of E v r e u x held 20 fees, and the Earl o f Clare 
15 fees. Also Henry cle Umphravill accounts for 20 marcs 
on 5 fees; J o h n le Sor, 60 marks on 14 fees; and H . 
de St. Quint in , 50 marks oil 10 fees. Also, 13th Apri l , 
1204, J o h n confirmed certain g i f ts in Petersfield, Hants , 
b y W i l l i a m Earl o f Gloucester and Hawise his wi fe ; and 
23rd June, 1.205, granted a " masagium" or habitation in 
Lincoln, t o be held of the Earl o f Gloucester and his heirs. 
A s k ing he also confirmed the charters t o Margam and 
Neath . To M a r g a m his confirmations, four in number , 
are dated 15th M a y , 1205 ; a second probably in the 
same year ; and the other 22nd J u l y and 11th A u g u s t , 
1207, pr inted in the R o t u l u s Chartarum, as are those t o 
Neath , 6th January, 5th August , and 11th A u g u s t , 1207. 
Also in the New Moncisticon (vi, 366) is a charter con-
firming t o St. August in 's , Bristol , the grants of Earl 
W i l l i a m be tween Cardiff and the R h y m n y , and others b y 
Countess Mabel , Wi l l iam's mother. Certain allowances, 
apparently not very liberal ones, were made t o the 
lawful heiress, w h o retained her titular rank. 

6 th November , 1201, the just ic iary was directed t o 
al low the Countess of Gloucester t o hold her lands in 
peace, " s i c u t antecessores ;" and 30th July , 1205, " Our 
be loved Countess" is to have " qualibet septimana unam 
damam." 6th February , 1206, she has £ 1 2 for her 
expenses f rom the E x c h e q u e r ; and 26th M a y the k ing 
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allows the reasonable expenses of the Earl (Countess) o f 
Gloucester at Winches ter . 20th March, 1207, a ton 
(tonellum) of wine, also charged t o t h e Exchequer , is 
al lowed, and certain necessary expenses for her at 
Sherborne, t o be certified b y her servant Hamo . The 
P ipe P o l l o f 8th John contains an entry of 40 marks for 
disseizin for Amicia , formerly Countess of Clare. 

19th September, 1207, Falkes, the K ing ' s bailiff in 
Glamorgan, has an al lowance for the repairs o f the castles 
there ; and 3rd December the Castle o f Sherborne in 
Dorset is ment ioned as be longing t o the Countess, and no 
d o u b t her residence. 

27th December , Falkes is in formed t b a t Gi lbert de 
Turbervi l le has appeased the K i n g b y the payment of a 
horse for his fine on relief for his land. 23rd March, 
1208, K e y n s h a m A b b e y is vacant, and Gi lbert de At i es 
is t o provide the canons w i th f ood and clothing, and 
Falkes is to g ive him seizin o f their land in Glamorgan. 
9th April , Falkes is d irected to let W i l l i a m de Londres 
have the Pr iory of E w e n n y , wh i ch is o f his fee. Falkes 
was the notorious Falcasius de Breaute. 

10th John, 1208-9 , a charter roll contains the accounts 
of Falkes for £ 1 0 0 for the H o n o u r of Gloucester : for 
works at Cardiff and N e a t h Castles £ 2 2 10s , and 100 
marks for the custody of Swansea Castle. F r o m Gi lbert 
de Turbervi l le 25 marks ; f r om the m o n k s of Neath 50 
marks and a palfrey. F r o m the A b b o t o f Margam 
£ 1 7 16s. 6d., and f r o m the same abbot , among the 
" oblata," 100 marks for having in free alms the Manors 
of Lalvereth and H a v e d H a l o w n wi th appurtenances, 
and similarly the Manor of P e t t u n and appurtenances, 
as in the K i n g ' s charter. A g n e s . w i d o w of Hamel in d e 
Torinton, a family related t o the Umfravi l les and 
Sullys, pays 20 marks. Phi l ip de Nerberd accounts for 
£ 2 0 for hav ing his land. Gal fr id W h y t n e y (?) accounts 
for 200 marks and a palfrey for cus tody of the lands and 
heir o f H e n r y de Umphravi l l e . 

10t.li John , W i l l i a m son of Caswallon was al lowed 
1 marc for the loss o f his horse. I n 1210 John was in 
G l a m o r g a n ; 28th M a y and 28th A u g u s t , at M o r g a n ; 
21st M a y , at N e a t h ; and 29th M a y , at Swansea. A t 
that t ime G o w e r seems t o have been in his hands, and, 



THE EARLS OF GLOUCESTER. 319 

11th N o v e m b e r 1208, he freed the Engl ish and W e l s h of 
that Lordship f rom certain burthens connected wi th the 
Castle of Swansea. I n 1210 R h y s and Owen , sons o f 
Griff ith ap R h y s , were sent as messengers to Falkes to 
t r y t o bring about a peace ; bu t notwithstanding this, 
12th John , 1210-11 , 50 marcs were expended in s trength-
ening Swansea Castle ; a not unnecessary outlay, for in 
1211 the W e l s h , under Cadwalon ap I v o r bach, burnt and 
plundered Glamorgan, as in 1212, R e e s Y a c h a n treated 
the t o w n of Swansea. 14th John, Falkes de Breaute is 
qu i t ted £ 2 0 0 for the farm of Glamorgan for the preceding 
and current years. 31st Apri l , 1213, the K i n g issued a 
brief o f inquisition into the losses sustained b y the 
Church in the late discords be tween the K i n g and the 
Clergy of England , and that for the See o f Llandaff was 
addressed to · R ichard Flandrensis o f Glamorgan and 
W a l t e r de Sulye. A s the see was not vacant, they 
were probably selected as upright and independent asses-
sors. In that year Gilbert Abbot of Margam was dis-
placed, and was succeeded, 18th M a y , b y J o h n de G o l d -
cliffe, one o f the monks . Gi lbert became a m o n k at K i r k -
stall, and died 12th M a y , 1214. 

A l i tt le before this, 12th March, 1213, the K i n g al lowed 
t o Isabel Countess of Gloucester "rat ionabi le tes tamentum 
q u o d fecit de rebus suis mobi l ibus," probably w i th a v iew 
to her marriage. A n d , 16th January 1214, Peter de 
Cancellis is t o br ing safely t o the King the Countess 
of Gloucester , n o w in his charge, probably at Bristol 
Castle. 

A f t e r about thirteen years of w idowhood , which , in a 
t ime w h e n a w i d o w wi th a large j o inture as an inheri-
tance se ldom remained single, may, wi thout m u c h fear 
of injustice t o John, b e attr ibuted t o his wish t o retain 
the earldom in his o w n hands, Countess Isabel married 
Geo f f rey F i t z - P e t e r or de Mandevi l le , the justiciary, 
who , on the death of his father, 2nd October , 1213, 
became Earl o f Essex , and had l ivery of his paternal 
estates. N o d o u b t the marriage t ook place very soon 
afterwards, for 24th January, 1214, the Exchequer was 
to allow £ 1 3 15s. 8d., t o be spent in robes for the 
Countess of Gloucester and her maidens, and b y the 
28th t h e y were married, and Geof frey had certainly been 
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admitted to her lands, seeing that in February he was 
ordered t o be disseized, because he had no t paid the fees 
due. 

The fine for the marriage was 20,000 marcs, and his 
relief on tak ing up the Ear ldom of Essex was a similar 
sum, to be paid in four equal parts. Probab ly he 
contr ived to pay the first instalment at once, for, 9th ancl 
10th of A u g u s t 1214, the K i n g informs the sheriffs o f 
th i r ty - two counties that he has g iven Isabel t o Geof frey 
de Mandevi l le to wife, and that he is to have the whole 
H o n o u r of Gloucester, and t o be installed in all Earl 
Wi l l iam's rights, except the castle, vill, and forest o f 
Bristol, and the vill o f Campden. The seizin of Geof frey 's 
o w n lands in Bucks was not g iven till the 23rd of June. 
21st N o v e m b e r in the same year, 1214, he witnessed 
John 's charter, concerning the f reedom of episcopal 
elections, as " Gaufr ido de Mandevillae, Comite Glouces -
trie et Essexie , " and as " Comes G l o u c e s t r i e " he was 
one of the t w e n t y five barons chosen under the Great 
Charter, 15th June, 121-5. In January in that year he 
had witnessed a royal proclamation as Earl o f Gloucester 
and Essex, and a late convent ion as Earl of Essex and 
Gloucester. Nicholas, however , dates his assumption of 
the Ear ldom of Gloucester f rom 1215. In the P i p e 
Rol l , 3rd John, 1202, £ 5 0 is al lowed for the expenses of 
the Countess o f Gloucester at Bristol, b y t w o briefs o f 
Geof frey Fitz-Peter, and another £ 2 0 for the same e x -
penses, " predictse comitissse," also " p e r breve G : f : 
Pe ter . " . A t this t ime the H o n o u r contained 327f0 fees, 
besides 20 fees which could not be identified. 

Geoffrey's usual style was Earl of Essex and Gloucester, 
and· that of his wife Countess of Gloucester and Essex. 
Her charter to Basalleg, printed by Hearn (A. de Domer-
ham ii, 609), combines the two, and commences " Ego, 
Isabella, Comitissa Gloucestrie et Essexie, consensu et 
assensu domini mei Galfridi de Mandevilla Comitis 
Essexie et Gloucestrie." The divorce alienated the whole 
Gloucester interest from John, who also so mismanaged 
the marriage as to throw the new earl also into opposition, 
which continued during the few months that intervened 
before his death, childless, before June, 1216, in London, 
in consequence of an accident at a tournament. John at 
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once, 19th June, granted t o Savary d e Mauleon all the 
lands which had be longed t o Geoffrey de Mandevi l le and 
his brother Wil l iam, then probably in arms against the 
K i n g . J o h n himself d ied 19th October , 1216. The 
accounts shew that of the 20 ,000 marcs Earl Geoffrey 
had paid half only, and the remainder, be ing a charge upon 
his estate, was demanded at the hands of Earl Wi l l iam, his 
brother and successor, as late as 12th M a y , 1226 ; and 
long afterwards, 18th June, 1242, Letters Patent were 
issued, al lowing the* remainder of the fine of 20 ,000 
marks made b y Geoffrey de Mandevi l le with K i n g John, 
for t h e marriage o f Isabel Countess o f Gloucester, t o b e 
paid b y annual instalments of £ 4 0 10s., out: o f the third 
penny of t h e C o u n t y o f Essex. W h i l e a w idow, Isabel 
granted a charter to Caerleon, bu t she speedily became 
the th ird wife o f H u b e r t de Burgh , then justiciary. The 
date of this marriage is not recorded, but i t must have 
been immediate , for, 13th August , 1217, all t h e lands of 
the Countess o f Gloucester were commit ted t o H u b e r t 
de Burgh (Pat. Roll, 1st H e n r y I I I , m. 4), and in the 
same year H u b e r t had l ivery of Walden, a part o f Isabel 's 
dower , and, 17th September , the K i n g informed the 
sheriffs o f nine counties that the Countess had come in to 
his fealty and service, and was to be placed as she stood 
before the war be tween the K i n g and the Barons of 
England. This was under H e n r y I I I , and jus t after the 
batt le o f Lincoln. She died a lmost immediately , for, 
15th October , was an order as t o the custody of her 
land, she be ing dead (R . R . , 1st H e n r y I I I , m. 1) ; and 
30th October , she, which must mean her estate, was, 
called upon to pay scutage. 5th H e n r y I I I , H u b e r t 
married Margaret o f Scot land. H e does not appear as 
Earl o f Gloucester , probably he had not t ime to fulfil 
the necessary formalities. H e was created Earl o f K e n t 
11th February , 1227, with remainder t o his heirs b y 
Margaret. 

Isabel having died childless, the inheritance passed, 
de jure, to the son of her eldest sister, Mabel, who had 
married Almeric or Aymar de Montfort, Comte d'Evreux, 
who as " Aumericus Comes Ebroicarum " tested a 
charter by Henry I to Conches in 1130, and is named 
in a Bull of Pope Eugenius in 1152. He died 1196, 
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while the Ear ldom o f Gloucester was in the hands of the 
crown, leaving a son, also Ahneric , whose position wi th 
regard t o his mother 's r ight is obscure. Mabel is probably 
the daughter of the Earl of Gloucester, to w h o m and her 
maidens was al lowed, in the Pipe P o l l o f 7th Richard T, 
1196, " ,£17 2s. 7d., and for vair furs about 37s., and for 
a Roserel l £ 6 . " Sandford says, H e n r y I I gave her £ 1 0 0 
portion, because her father had passed her over and 
bestowed the earldom upon John. A n d the P ipe Rol l , 
4th John, already quoted , 'shews that her t w o sisters 
were allowed a share, though a small one, of the inheri-
tance, the Earl o f E v r e u x having 20, and the Earl of 
Clare 25 knight 's fees. 

The date of the elder Earl Almeric 's marriage is not 
recorded, but the younger earl, in M a y 1200, at the 
instance of K i n g John, ceded his r ight in E v r e u x to 
Phi l ip Augustus , for which he had an equivalent. The 
cession is the subject o f a document g iven in the Gallia 
Christiana (xi , p. Inst.) , which begins " E g o Almer icus 
Comes Gloucestrie , " and states that he is acting " d e 
mandato domini mei Johannis illustris regis Ang l ian" w h o 
" in sufficiens excambium inde donavit ." W i l l i a m Mare-
schal i s one of the witnesses. This was in May , 1200, the 
very month of John 's divorce f rom Almeric ' s aunt, and 
shews that, having himself no longer an interest in the 
title, he was disposed to al low the son of the elder sister 
t o assume it, as he cont inued to do, and was al lowed 
some payments of the property. Thus, in the Pipe 
Ro l l , 3rd John , 1202. W i l l i a m de Ealaise accounts 
for 112s. 7d. issues f rom the barton outside Bristol , 
" before it was given t o Earl A lmar i c ;" and b y the 
same accounts " A lmar ic Comes Ebro ic : " was al lowed 
£ 2 0 out o f the third penny of the county . Also , 
26th January, 1205, Falaise as custos of the H o n o u r 
was directed to g ive t o Earl Almaric , Bradested ; and 
31st Apri l , Petersfield and Mapledurham ; and 30th D e -
cember, Burford ; and 16th August , 1206, certain other 
manors, all which had probably been his mother 's jo inture. 
Also , he occasionally witnesses royal charters, sometimes 
as " A : comite Gloucestr ie , " and sometimes as " A : comite 
Ebroic ' " as in 1 204 -5 ; nor is there anyth ing in the subject 
o f the documents t o account for this variety. N o docu-
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ment has been discovered in whi ch he uses the t it les 
together , nor does he ever appear as L o r d of Glamorgan 
or o f the H o n o u r of Gloucester . H e seems t o have d ied 
1212-13, and was buried at Keynsham. Some further 
obscurities arise out o f the disposition of the manors 
above mentioned. 20th November , ] 213, Gi lbert de Clare 
is t o have seizin o f t w o parts o f the land which Aumer ic 
Earl o f E v r e u x had in Mer law and Hameldon , c o . Bucks , 
and Mel isent his w i d o w the third part. Also , J 5th D e -
cember, the Countess of Gloucester is t o have her chattels 
in these m a n o r s ; and 4th January, 1214, the executors 
of the will o f " A : comitis de E b r o i c ' " are to have his 
chattels in Thornbury , Petersfield, and Mapledurham. 
Also , 15th March, 1217, W i l l i a m de Cantelupe jun ior 
and Melisant, w h o was the wi fe o f Aumar i c Earl o f 
Evreux , are t o have her dower in Mapledurham and 
Petersfield, wh i ch she had f rom the Earl her husband. 
Also , 2nd October , Gi lbert de Clare A\as to g ive to 
W i l l i a m de Cantelupe and Melisant his wi fe possession o f 
Merlaw, as part o f her dower , and he is to answer t o the 
K i n g for hav ing disseized her of it. Finally, in 1215, 
about the 2nd of July , " Melisanta comitissa de Ebroi l l , " 
appoints as her attorney H e n r y de Neford , in a plea 
concerning land, between the Countess, the Archb i shop 
of Canterbury , the Prior o f Dunstable , Geof frey de M a n d e -
ville, and Gi lbert de Clare. T h e churchmen are probably 
trustees, and Geof f rey and Gi lbert represented the other 
sisters. 

I t appears f rom Pere Anse lm's account (Hist. Geneal., 
&c., vii , 74), which, however , is full o f errors, that 
Almer ic , ev ident ly the son, married secondly Melesinda, 
daughter of H u g h de Gournay, w h o is doubtless the 
Melisant ment ioned above. I t is not improbable that the 
manors were originally sett led on Mabel , that on her 
death t h e y came t o her son Almeric , and that in 1205 he 
was ge t t ing t h e m re-settled on his marriage. The ordinary 
accounts make Mabe l die before 1199, and her son, chi ld-
less, in 1226, but the above entries shew that he was 
dead in 1213, which m a y account for Isabel 's marriage, 
and her husband's assumption of the earldom in 1214. 
Thus the succession of the Earls o f Gloucester f rom the 
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death of Earl W i l l i a m was J o h n Earl o f Moretain, A l m e i i c 
C o m t e d ' E v r e u x , and Geof f rey Earl o f Essex. 

The death o f Earl Geof f rey in 1216 and of Countess 
Isabel, probably in 1217, cleared the w a y for the succession, 
and makes it probable that the Annals o f Margam are 
correct in stating that Gi lbert de Clare assumed the 
earldom in 1217, a l though Nicholas places that event in 
1226. H e was certainly the Earl o f Gloucester t o w h o m 
the K i n g sent a messenger at a cost o f 6d., 9th March, 
1220, and another, w h o be ing sent to Clare, was paid Is. , 
17th Apri l , 1222, and who , 19th February , 1221, was 
rated for the scutage of Biham. H e also appears in the 
great charter o f H e n r y I I I . as Earl o f Gloucester . 

H o w e v e r or b y w h o m the Lordship m a y have been 
held during the for ty - three years that elapsed f rom the 
death of Earl Wil l iam in 1173 t o that o f the Earl o f 
Essex in 1216, after the latter event i t certainly ves ted 
da jure in the son of A m i c e , the second sister, who alone 
left issue, and it must be a l lowed that the new dynasty 
was one very capable of upho ld ing and extending t h e 
t it le and inheritance o f wh i ch it thus became the heir. 
T h e house o f Clare ruled in Glamorgan for four genera-
tions, dur ing a period of e ighty -e ight years, f rom 1226 t o 
1314, including the reigns o f H e n r y I I I , E d w a r d I , and 
a third part of that of E d w a r d I I , his son. T h e long-
reign of H e n r y I I I , the weakness and vacillation o f his 
character and conduct , and the general dissatisfaction w i t h 
his foreign relatives and favourites, g a v e great cause and 
great encouragement t o the nobles t o rebel, and at various 
times, and in the foremost rank o f the disaffected, were 
the Earls of Gloucester and Pembroke , the former in t h e 
male line and the latter in the female, the representatives 
o f the house of Clare, and the chief lords of the south and 
wes t W a l e s marches. Their territory ex tended almost 
f rom P e m b r o k e t o Chepstow, including m u c h of Cardigan 
and a large slice o f nether G w e n t . Their on ly rivals, t h e 
Barons Braose of Gower , Lords of Brecknock and A b e r g a -
venny , were far t oo v io lent to have a n y permanent we ight , 
or t o interfere seriously wi th the ambit ion of the house o f 
Clare. U n d e r W i l l i a m Mareschal t h e elder, L o r d of 
Cheps tow and Pembroke , and the heir o f S t r o n g b o w in 
Ireland, the Lords of the March were k e p t in tolerable 
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order, but bis death left the K i n g wi thout restraint and 
the succeeding Earls Mareschal and of Gloucester With 
ample excuse, if not sufficient reason, for tak ing refuge 
in open rebellion. 

The history of the house of Clare belongs quite as 
much to that of Eng land as o f their W e l s h Lordships, 
and a l though their near relationship to the Mareschals, 
and their differences w i th the sovereign, caused them to 
rely m u c h upon their position as marchers, they do not 
seem to have resided much at Cardiff, or to have pursued 
any steady policy, either of peace or war, w i th regard t o 
the W e l s h . 

GISLEBERT Crispin, the real founder of the Clare family , 
was the son of GODFRID or Goisfred, C o m t e d ' E u and 
de Brionne, a natural son o f RICHARD the elder, D u k e 
of Normandy . I n the foundation charter o f Bee A b b e y , 
about 1034, he describes himself as " Gislebertus Brion-
ensis Comes, primi Ricardi Normannorum ducis nepos, 
ex filio Consule Gode fr ido . " These Norman earldoms are 
involved in m u c h obscurity. Gislebert could scarcely 
have been Earl o f the territory of Brionne, for his son 
cont inued t o use the tit le o f Comes after Brionne had 
been alienated. Probab ly it was personal. The soubriquet 
o f Ci ispin was borne b y another, also distinguished, N o r -
man family, o f whose founder the M o n k of Bee records 
that h e h a d " capillos crispos et rigidos, atque sursum 
erectos, et u t ita dicam, rebursos ad m o d u m pini ramo-
rum, qui saepe t endunt sursum." H e n c e the name of 
" Crispinus, quasi crispus pinus," and such w e m a y sup-
pose t o have been the character o f the " chevelure" o f 
Godfr id ' s immediate descendants. The county of E u was 
taken f r o m Gislebert b y his kinsman D u k e R i chard I I , 
and g iven to Gislebert 's uncle, Wi l l iam. Brionne he 
retained, and Sap, said t o be so called f rom a " sapin," or 
fir tree, p lanted in f ront o f the church there. H e was 
one of the y o u n g Wi l l iam 's governors, bu t was assassi-
nated in 1035. H i s sons were Richard and Baldwin, 
who , w i t h his b ro ther " Ricardus Alius Comit is Gisleberti , " 
witnessed the conveyance charter t o B u r y A b b e y in 1081. 
(N. Mon., iii, 141) . Baldwin was Seigneur de Maule , 
and called also " de Sap, " or " le V i s c o m t e , " or 
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" d ' E x e t e r . " F r o m h i m t h e Ear ls o f D e v o n inher i ted 
O k e h a m p t o n . H i s se cond son R o b e r t h a d Br ionne . 

RICHARD F i t z - G i s l e b e r t was also cal led d e Bienfa i te , 
no t , as o f t e n said, f r o m Bene f i e ld in N o r t h a m p t o n s h i r e , a 
m a n o r he ld , as B a k e r has shewn, b y R i c h a r d Enga ine , 
b u t f r o m a N o r m a n benef ice , and d e Clare, and d e T u n -
bridge , f r o m his t w o pr inc ipal E n g l i s h fiefs. O n his 
father 's m u r d e r he and his b r o t h e r fled t o F landers , and 
re turned t h e n c e w h e n M a t i l d a marr ied D u k e W i l l i a m , 
w h o g a v e h i m Bienfa i te and Orbec . H e also h e l d Br ionne . 
H e ac compan ied W i l l i a m t o E n g l a n d , w a s present at 
H a s t i n g s , a n d w a s r i ch ly r e c o m p e n s e d in E n g l i s h lands. 
H i s possessions lay in t h e count ies o f Beds , C a m b r i d g e , 
D e v o n , Essex , K e n t , M i d d l e s e x , Suf fo lk , Surrey , and 
W i l t s . I n t h e S u r v e y he is s t y l e d ind iscr iminate ly 
R i c a r d u s Alius Gis leber t i , R i c a r d u s filius C o m i t i s G i s l e -
bert i , R i c a r d u s d e T o n b r i d g e , and R i c a r d u s d e Clara. 
H i s K e n t i s h land seems t o h a v e been main ly conf ined t o 
t h e L e u c a or L o w y o f T o n b r i d g e , b u t i t is remarkable 
t h a t ne i ther T o n b r i d g e nor t h e equal ly i m p o r t a n t B a r o n y 
o f H a s t i n g s are n a m e d in D o m e s d a y . D u g d a l e says h e 
o b t a i n e d T u n b r i d g e b y e x c h a n g e for B r i o n n e w i t h A r c h -
b i shop S t igand , b u t th is is e x c e e d i n g l y improbab le . T h a t 
t h e L e u c a was in some w a y c o n n e c t e d w i t h C a n t e r b u r y is 
certain, f r o m t h e c la im set u p for it b y B e c k e t , o n t h e 
g r o u n d t h a t c h u r c h lands w e r e inalienable. T h e c o n -
t roversy , h o w e v e r , seems rather t o have re lated t o t h e 
castle t h a n t o t h e lands, w h i c h t h e d e Clares seem a lways 
to h a v e a c c e p t e d as he ld b y grand ser jeanty o f the See. 
T o n b r i d g e and Clare conta ined anc ient Eng l i sh fortresses 
o f t h e first class. 

F i t z - G i l b e r t ' s restless spirit was n o t c o n t e n t w i t h 176 
manors in E n g l a n d : he b u r n e d for fur ther acquisit ions, 
and i n v a d e d S o u t h W a l e s , w h e r e h e c o n q u e r e d Cardigan, 
b u t m e t w i t h his death , be ing slain at L l a n t h o n y b y 
Y o r w o r t h , b ro ther o f H o w e l o f Caer leon , about 1091 . H e 
was bur ied at St . Neots , and it is r e c o r d e d o f h im, " Q u i 
in re mil itari t e m p o r e Conques tor i s o m n e s sui temporis . 
m a g n a t e s praecipit (Cot t . M S . , Y i t e l l . , F 4, f 7). 

Earl R i c h a r d marr ied Rohaise , a daughter , and e v e n -
tua l ly one o f t h e t w o coheirs o f W a l t e r Gi f fard Ear l o f 
B u c k i n g h a m b y E r m e n g a r d e Flaitel . T h i s l a d y appears 
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in D o m e s d a y , w h e r e m e n t i o n is m a d e o f t h e " Terra 
R o t h a i s u x o r i s R i c a r d i fill i G is leber t i , " in St . N e o t s , and 
she a f terwards , in 1113 , g a v e t h e M a n o r o f St. N e o t s t o 
t h e A b b e y there , o f w h i c h she w a s r e p u t e d t h e second 
foundress". She and her h u s b a n d transplanted a c o l o n y o f 
F r e n c h m o n k s f rom Bee, e x c h a n g i n g t h e m for the 
rebe l l ious E n g l i s h m e n , w h o m t h e y impr isoned in N o r -
mandy. Her charter (New Monasticon iii, 472) 
ment ions her husband , sons, and daughters . These w e r e : 
1, Gis lebert . 2; R o b e r t o f D u n m o w , w h o marr ied M a u d 
d e St . L iz , and d ied 31s t H e n r y I. H e was ancestor o f 
the fami ly o f F i t z - W a l t e r . 3, R o g e r d e Bienfa i te L o r d 
o f O r b e c and d u H o m m e t , w h o suppor ted D u k e R o b e r t 
in 1080 , b u t w a s a f terwards a t tached t o R u f u s and 
H e n r y , w h o s e life he saved at t h e bat t l e o f Brennev i l l e , 
near A n d e l y s , 1119. H e d ied chi ldless. 4, W a l t e r o f 
N e t h e r G w e n t , t h e f o u n d e r o f T in tern A b b e y in 1131. 
H e also d i e d childless. I n the i r mother ' s charter the ir 
o rder is R o g e r , W a l t e r , and R o b e r t . 5, R i chard , A b b o t 
o f E l y , d i e d 1107. T h e r e were also t w o daughters , w h o 
marr ied Raoul de Til l ieres, and B a u d r y le T e u t o n o f 
Balgenzio. 

R o h a i s e marr ied se cond ly E u d o Dapi fer , b u i l d e r o f 
C o l c h e s t e r Cast le , and f o u n d e r o f St . John ' s A b b e y there , 
w h e r e she is buried . 

GISLEBERT, m o s t l y s t y l e d " d e T o n b r i d g e , " b u t " C o m e s 
d e Clara " in his son's charter t o B u r y A b b e y . H e also 
he ld his father 's c o n q u e s t in Cardigan, and had A b e r y s t -
wi th . H i s E n g l i s h predecessor iEl f r i c , son o f W i t h g a r , 
h a d f o u n d e d a chape l d e d i c a t e d t o St . J o h n Bapt is t , w i t h 
seven secular canons , in t h e Cast le o f Clare, w h o m th is 
earl rep laced b y m o n k s f r o m Bee. H e marr ied A l i x , 
d a u g h t e r o f Ra ina ld , C o m t e d e C l e r m o n t in Beauvois is , 
a bene fac to r t o T h o r n e y A b b e y . T h e y h a d ( l ) R i c h a r d . 
( 2 ) G i lber t , cal led S t r o n g b o w , w h o re conquered Cardigan, 
and inher i ted C h e p s t o w and b r o a d lands in M o n m o u t h -
shire f r o m his uncles R o g e r and W a l t e r . H e was created 
Ear l o f P e m b r o k e in 1138. H e d i e d 1148 , and was 
b u r i e d a t Tintern . B y El i zabeth , sister o f W a l e r a n , 
C o m t e d e M e u l a n , w h o , says A n s e l m , h a d been mistress 
t o H e n r y I , h e h a d R i c h a r d S t r o n g b o w , the ce lebrated 
invader o f I re land , a n d ancestor , in t h e female l ine, o f t h e 
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Mareschals , Ear ls o f P e m b r o k e . (3) W a l t e r d e Sap. (4) 
H e r v d . (5) B a l d w i n , w h o adhered t o S tephen ' s cause, 
and w i t h his bro ther R i c h a r d w i t n e s s e d t h e conqueror ' s 
charter t o B u r y A b b e y , ( ? ) and g a v e t o t h e M o n k s o f Bee , 
Pa l l e tune j u x t a Sap (N. Mon., v i , — ) . (6 ) Louise , m a r -
r ied R a o u l , Se igneur d e C o l d o n , l i v ing 1113 . 

R I C H A R D Fitz-Gilbert, Earl of Clare, created Earl of 
Hertford. Clare seems to have been one of these personal 
earldoms like Warrene, Ferrars, and Giffard, which did 
not represent a county, and was not even annexed to 
land, for although Clare was a Manor and afterwards an 
Honour, it does not seem ever to have been regarded as a 
territorial earldom. In the return in the Black Book of 
the Exchequer the Earl of Clare prefixes his return 
"Carta de Honore Clar" without mention of himself. 
When it became the custom to adopt a surname, Gislebert 
or Richard Fitz-Gislebert, Comes, became gradually 
known by that of the chief seat of his power, and it is 
probable that his correct designation would have been, 
not " Comes cle Clara," but " Gislebert de Clara, Comes." 

The title of Hertford was altogether different. This 
was a regular earldom, representing a county, and 
endowed with the third penny from issues of the pleas 
of the county. Why that title was selected is unknown, 
for Hertford town and castle did not belong to the 
family, nor were they specially interested in the shire. 
Indeed they seem to have held at that time but one 
manor in it, that of St. Wandon ; nor were they even 
sheriffs, for that office was held by the de Magnavilles. 
The third penny however had nothing to do with land. 
It was a grant by patent from the crown and not entered 
upon by seizin. It was the official fee of the English 
earls before the conquest. The date of the creation of 
the earldom of Hertford is uncertain, but the reservation 
of the third penny in the fee-farm rents paid by the 
sheriff of the county shews it to have been either late in 
the reign of Henry I or very early in that of Stephen. 
As to the limitation, the patent for the earldom is not 
extant, but possibly it would be held now that like that 
of Oxford it was confined to the heirs male of the body, 
because on the death of Gilbert de Clare in 1314 his 
sisters did not take it. Gloucester however, almost a 
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c o n t e m p o r a r y t i t le , . d e s c e n d e d , as has b e e n seen, o n 
three occas ions t o heirs female , a n d b y the cour tesy o f 
E n g l a n d w a s a s s u m e d b y the i r husbands , Earls A l m a r i c , 
de Magnav i l l e , and d e Clare. K i n g J o h n , w h o assumed 
t h e t i t l e w i t h t h e j u n i o r coheiress, is said t o have been 
created Ear l o f G louces ter , b u t t h a t th is was unnecessary 
is clear, f o r d ' E v r e u x a n d d e Clare, w h o s e m o t h e r s w e r e 
the o ther sisters, success ive ly bore , and t h e la t ter trans-
m i t t e d , t h e t i t le . N e v e r t h e l e s s o n t h e d e a t h o f G i l b e r t 
d e Clare, G louces ter , l ike H e r t f o r d , w a s h e l d to b e 
ex t inc t . T h e Despensers , h u s b a n d a n d son o f t h e e lder 
coheir , d i d n o t c la im it , and A u d l e y , t h e h u s b a n d o f t h e 
n e x t coheir , o b t a i n e d i t o n l y b y a n e w creat ion, as d i d a 
m o r e r e m o t e Despenser . I t seems there fore t h a t t h e 
pract i ce h a d changed , a n d t h a t ear ldoms w h i c h had 
f o r m e r l y passed w i t h heirs female d i d so no longer . I t 
m u s t b e r e m e m b e r e d w i t h respect t o the ear ldom o f 
H e r t f o r d , t h a t there had b e e n no ear ly o p p o r t u n i t y o f 
p r o v i n g i ts l imitat ion , as t h e male l ine h a d n e v e r failed. 

Ear l R i c h a r d seems t o h a v e pa id m u c h a t tent i on to his 
S o u t h W a l e s possessions, and he, l ike his grandsire , m e t 
w i t h his d e a t h f r o m the nat ives , i t is said f r o m M o r g a n 
ap O w e n , in the d i s turbances t h a t b r o k e o u t a f ter t h e 
d e a t h o f H e n r y I . , in 1135 . H i s d e a t h is s u p p o s e d t o 
h a v e o c c u r r e d in 1139 , so t h a t his e n j o y m e n t o f t h e t i t le 
o f H e r t f o r d m u s t h a v e b e e n brief . H e was bur i ed at St . 
N e o t s . H e marr ied Christ iana, sister o f R a n u l p h , Ear l 
o f Chester , w h o s e name, u n k n o w n t o D u g d a l e , o c curs in 
her husband ' s charter t o B u r y A b b e y . T h e y had, 1, 
G i lber t , 2, R o g e r , success ive ly Earls , 3, W a l t e r , 4, A l i c e , 
w h o marr ied C a d w a l a d r , s e c o n d son o f Gr i f f i th a p Conan , 
P r i n c e o f N o r t h W a l e s , one o f t h o s e i l l -assorted matches , 
b y w h i c h t h e M a r c h e r l ords s o u g h t t o conso l idate the i r 
incohsesive power . I t m u s t b e th is A l i c e o f w h o m F i t z -
Stephen says, writing o f Ear l R o g e r , " Q u i e t p i d c h e r -
r i m a m t o t i u s regni sororem habebat , q u a m r e x a l iquando 
concup ie ra t . " 

Earl Richard, in 1134, removed the monks of Bee from 
his castle of Clare to the adjacent hill of Stoke. It 
appears from an Inspeximus (Pat. 1 Hen. IV, P.S. m. 25) 
of the confirmation charter of Henry II., that Earl 
Richard, son of Earl Gilbert, gave for his services, to 
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Walter Bloet the vill of Raglan and its appurtenances, to 
him and his heirs, to be held by the service of one 
knight's fee. 

GILBERT, Earl of Clare and Hertford. In 1 1 4 6 he was 
a hostage at Stephen's court, for his uncle, the Earl of 
Chester, to whom, however, he fled. He died childless, 
in 1 1 5 1 - 2 , nearly two years before Stephen, and was suc-
ceeded by his brother. 

ROGER, Earl of Clare and Hertford. The title of Clare 
seems gradually to have been dropped, as the family 
name came into use, and, finally, the Earls are invariably 
described as of Hertford, and, after the acquisition of the 
Gloucester lands, as of Gloucester and Hertford, the 
former title dating from Henry I., the latter from 
Stephen. 

He witnessed a Bury charter, printed in the Coll. 
Topog. et Gen. (i, 589), and there dated 1154, no doubt 
in error for 1134. Earl Roger married Maud, daughter 
and heiress of James de Hilary, and by her had Richard, 
his successor, and Isabel, who married William Mares-
chal, Earl of Pembroke, and thus strengthened the tie of 
blood between two powerful families, whose territorial 
interests were already also closely connected. Earl 

. Roger seems to have had a son, James, who suffered from 
some con genital disease, expected to be fatal. The Earl 
offered 40 marcs to whoever should cure him, but would 
not allow an operation. When he was two years old his 
mother took him to Becket's shrine, and implored the aid 
of the martyr, who cured him in three days. This was 
succeeded by another complaint, of which he was sup-
posed to die, and was laid out. His mother, however, 
undeterred by the rebukes of the Countess of Warwick, 
again implored the aid of the martyr, and again with 
success. (Bened. Mirac., St. Thomse, p. 255). Earl 
Roger married a second wife, whose name is not recorded. 

In Earl Roger's time, Becket claimed the Estate and 
Lewy or Honour of Tunbridge, " pridem a Cantuariensi 
alienatum ecclesia ;" a claim which gave great offence to 
both king and baronage, and which was resisted, as re-
garded the castle, by the Earl. The holding of the 
Lewy seems to have been admitted, but did not satisfy 
the Archbishop, who indeed also claimed Rochester Castle. 
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The question was not finally settled till 1264, when a 
survey of the Lewy was executed, and the terms of the 
homage agreed to between Archbishop Boniface and Earl 
Richard. The Earls held as Butlers and Sewers, or as 
Stewards, and in the one capacity had the manors of 
Bradstreet, Yielston, Horsmandene, Melton, and Petter, 
and in the other, Tunbridge and Handlo. The fees of 
office allowed by the Archbishops were splendid. The 
Homage seems to have been regularly paid, and often in 
person, at the enthronization of each Archbishop, and as 
such is specially noted at those of Archbishops Kilwardby, 
Peckham and Winchester. It was carried on by the 
de Clare heiresses, and Hugh d'Audley paid homage to 
Archbishop Stratford, in 1333, and the Earl of Stafford 
to Sudbury, in 1375. The last act of homage seems to 
have been paid to Archbishop Warham, when he enter-
tained Henry V I I I . and Charles V., at Canterbury, in 
1520. On that occasion Stafford, Duke of Buckingham, 
one of the de Clare heirs, discharged the duties of sewer 
in person. 

RICHARD d e Clare, Ear l o f Clare and o f H e r t f o r d , 
w i tnessed , as R i c h a r d F i t z -G is l eber t , H e n r y I I ' s conf ir -
m a t i o n o f t h e E a r l d o m o f O x f o r d t o A u b r e y d e V e r e . 
H e also, as R i c h a r d Earl o f Clare, w i tnessed letters b y 
R i c h a r d I , 2 0 t h M a r c h , 1190, and 17th A p r i l , 1194 , a n d 
ano ther d o c u m e n t , 7 th J u n e , 1199. 1st J o h n he marr ied 
A m i c e , d a u g h t e r and cohe ir o f W i l l i a m Ear l o f G l o u c e s -
ter, w h o s e inher i tance ne i ther he nor his w i f e l i ved t o 
possess. T o her, as t o her sister M a b e l , H e n r y I I . g a v e 
=£100 w e d d i n g port ion . T h e marr iage t o o k place be fore 
t h e 1st o f J o h n , in w h i c h year she p leaded that b y a 
p r e c e p t o f t h e P o p e she h a d been separated f r o m her 
h u s b a n d R i c h a r d Ear l o f Clare, on t h e g r o u n d o f consan-
g u i n i t y , a n d she c la imed S u d b u r y , w h i c h had b e e n hers 
at her marriage (Abb. Plac., p. 25). In the 4th of John 
she r e p e a t e d t h e c laim, and 7 t h and 8 th o f J o h n c la imed 
t h e a d v o w s o n o f St . Gregor ies , S u d b u r y , w h i c h t h e 
Prioress o f E t o n said had been g r a n t e d to E t o n b y Earl 
W i l l i a m , A m i c e ' s father (lb. pp. 51, 92) . 15th J o h n , 
A m i c e C o u n t e s s o f Clare again c la imed S u d b u r y , w h e r e 
she f o u n d e d a hospital . N o d o u b t t h e marr iage d i f f i cu l ty 
had been g o t over b y a d ispensat ion f r o m R o m e . Ear l 
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R i c h a r d ' s seal is e x t a n t , a n d bears t h e three chevrons , 
a f t e rwards so w i d e l y k n o w n in S o u t h W a l e s , a n d a d o p t e d 
b y t h e L o r d s o f A v e n e , t h e Earl ' s pr incipal W e l s h Baron. 
I n his t i m e K i n g R i c h a r d d i v i d e d the Gi f fard her i tage , 
g i v i n g t o Ear l R i c h a r d t h e c a p u t and estates in· E n g l a n d , 
and t o W i l l i a m Mareschal t h o s e in N o r m a n d y . I t is t o 
b e r e m a r k e d t h a t ne i ther heir m a d e any c la im t o t h e 
ear ldom o f B u c k i n g h a m . 

Ear l R i c h a r d seems t o h a v e d i e d in 1217 , w h e n , 
2 8 t h N o v e m b e r , W a l t e r F i t z - H u m p h r e y w a s t o h a v e 
seizin o f his lands in K e n t , " salvo rat ionabi l i t e s t a m e n t o 
e j u s d e m C o m i t i s " . . " t e s t e ipso C o m i t e ;" p robab ly 
t h e y o u n g Earl . S imilar ins t ruc t i ons w e r e sent i n t o 
o ther count ies . T h e Ear l w a s bur i ed at Clare. C o u n t e s s 
A m i c e seems t o h a v e d i e d be fore 1226 , the d a t e o f t h e 
d e a t h o f her n e p h e w A y m a r i c d ' E v r e u x . T h e i r ch i ldren 
w e r e : 1, G i l b e r t ; 2, R i c h a r d , k i l l ed in L o n d o n , 2 4 t h 
M a y , 1228 , and w h o p r o b a b l y is t h e R o g e r d e Clare, 
E a r l Gi lber t ' s brother , w h o was a l l owed £12 o n t h e 
11 th F e b r u a r y , 1226 , for his expenses in t h e K i n g ' s 
service w i t h t h e Ear l o f C o r n w a l l in P o i t o u ; 3, R o s e , 
marr ied R o g e r d e M o w b r a y . T h e chronic les s tate t h a t 
t h e d a u g h t e r o f t h e Ear l o f Clare in 1 2 1 7 marr ied R h y s 
B a h a n ( V a c b a n ) . S h e m a y h a v e b e e n a natural daughter . 
. GILBERT d e Clare, Ear l o f G l o u c e s t e r and H e r t f o r d , is 
s ta ted in t h e A n n a l s o f M a r g a m t o have t a k e n u p t h e 
ear ldom, a n d t o h a v e con f i rmed t h e a b b e y charters in 
1217 , a s ta tement corroborated b y Gi lber t ' s wi tness ing , 
as Ear l o f G louces ter , in 1218 , t h e dec larat ion that t h e 
s ignature o f H e n r y I I I . t o pub l i c d o c u m e n t s should n o t 
b e va l id unt i l he came o f age. A l s o , 2 5 t h January , 1218 , 
H u g h d e Y i v o n n e w a s o r d e r e d t o g i v e u p t h e forest o f 
K e y n s h a m to the Ear l o f G louces ter , and, p r o b a b l y in 
cons iderat ion for his " regni nov i tas , " t h e barons o f t h e 
E x c h e q u e r were " ponere in r e spec tu " t h e Earl ' s s cu tage 
t h e n due , unt i l a f ter Easter . 

W i t h his paternal possessions and those o f his m o t h e r 
A m i c e , E a r l G i l b e r t inher i ted those o f his g r a n d m o t h e r 
M a u d d e St . H i lary , and a m o i e t y o f t h e H o n o u r o f 
Gif fard. T h e inher i tance , as s h e w n b y his scutages , 
7 t h H e n r y , e x t e n d e d in to n ine teen counties . A s early as 
12th J o h n he fort i f ied B u i l t h Cast le , and t o o k an ac t ive 
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part against t h e K i n g . H e w a s one o f t h e t w e n t y - f i v e 
barons e x c o m m u n i c a t e d b y P o p e I n n o c e n t in 1215 , b u t 
at th is t i m e h e w a s a p a r t y t o t h e negoc ia t i ons for peace , 
and 9 t h N o v e m b e r h a d a safe c o n d u c t f r o m t h e K i n g , 
w h i c h w a s repeated 2 7 t h M a r c h , 1216 , after t h e fall o f 
Colchester . H e s i ded w i t h t h e barons at L i n c o l n 2 0 t h 
M a y , 1217 , and w a s t a k e n pr isoner b y his k i n s m a n t h e 
Ear l Marescl ial , w h o a f terwards marr ied h i m t o his d a u g h -
ter a n d eventua l cohe i r Isabel , a l a d y w h o s e personal 
a t tract ions p r o b a b l y m a d e t h e y o u n g capt ive a wi l l ing 
suitor. T h e annals o f T e w k e s b u r y g i v e 1214 as the d a t e 
o f t h e marriage , b u t th is is a lmost cer ta in ly an error. 
I n 1216 (?) h e was assessed for a rel ie f at =£100 for 
each o f his H o n o u r s o f G louces ter and Clare, a n d at 
£50 for h is hal f H o n o u r , p r o b a b l y o f Gi f fard , the reliefs 
b e i n g l ev i ed u p o n each H o n o u r as on a B a r o n y , w i t h o u t 
re ference t o its actual va lue , s ince Clare c o n t a i n e d 140 
fees a n d G l o u c e s t e r over 327. H e w a s also assessed u p o n 
his L o r d s h i p o f G l a m o r g a n , w h i c h t h e n conta ined 2 7 ^ fees, 
o f w h i c h W i l l i a m d e K a r d i f f h e l d one ; J o h n le Sor , 14 ; 
T h o m a s d e la Mare , 10 ; and T h o m a s B l u n d hal f a fee. 
P r o b a b l y , h o w e v e r , s o m e o f these h o l d i n g s w e r e in E n g -
land, f or m o s t o f t h e G l a m o r g a n barons he ld also o f t h e 
H o n o u r o f G louces ter . 

I n 1218 d ied C l e m e n t , A b b o t o f N e a t h , t o w h o m 
s u c c e e d e d Gerva is ; and, 1 2 t h N o v e m b e r , d i ed H e n r y , 
B i s h o p o f L landaf f , w h o wTas succeeded , Oc tober , 1219 , b y 
W i l l i a m , P r i o r o f Goldc l i f f . T h e Ear l m u c h des ired t o 
r e c o v e r the fami ly possession o f Br is to l Cast le , and H u g h 
d e Y i v o n n e was d i r e c t ed t o restore t o h i m t h e B e r t o n of 
Br is to l , t h e w o o d o f Furcas , and the chase o f K e y n s h a m . 
Th is h o w e v e r , t h o u g h t h e K i n g ' s officer, he re fused t o 
do unti l h e w a s p r o v i d e d ' w i t h t h e m e a n s o f mainta in ing 
t h e castle , f or w h i c h t h e counc i l h a d p r o m i s e d h i m £ 1 0 0 
in r e n t a n d 100 marcs in silver, n o t h i n g o f w h i c h h e h a d 
as y e t rece ived . T h e order was repeated o v e r a n d over 
again, " mul t i t o t i e s , " in t h e course o f 1.219-20, b u t w i t h -
o u t ef fect . T h e Ear ls o f G l o u c e s t e r n e v e r r e c o v e r e d 
Br is to l Castle. 

2 5 t h N o v e m b e r , 1218. Ear l W i l l i a m d e M a g n a v i l l e 
a n d E a r l G i l b e r t w e r e a l l o w e d t o sett le , b y a c oncord , a 
ques t i on re lat ing t o lands w h i c h t h e y h e l d t o g e t h e r in 
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wardship , and w h i c h e v i d e n t l y arose o u t o f t h e affairs o f 
Magnavi l l e ' s b ro ther G e o f f r e y . 6 t h H e n r y I I I . , 1 2 2 1 - 2 , 
Gi lber t , Ear l of G louces ter , is o r d e r e d n o t t o g o t o W a l e s 
t o t a k e t h e cast le o f D i n a s P o w i s , as t h e k i n g h a d sent 
R o b e r t d e Y a l l i b u s t o rece ive and de l iver i t t o t h e Earl . 
T h i s was o n t h e d e a t h o f S o m e r y , B a r o n o f D u d l e y , w h o 
w a s L o r d o f D i n a s P o w i s , and w a s e v i d e n t l y an a t t e m p t 
b y t h e K i n g t o o b t a i n " p r imer s e i s i n " in G l a m o r g a n . 
I n t h e n e x t year , 14 th M a r c h , 1223 , t h e Ear l Mareschal ' s 
bailiffs h a d a safe c o n d u c t f r o m H e n r y d e C h e t h a m t o g o 
t o D i n a s P o w i s . T h e Ear l p a i d s c u t a g e a b o u t th is t i m e 
f o r a W e l s h e x p e d i t i o n , and in 1224 t h e W e l s h i n v a d e d 
G l a m o r g a n , k i l l ing certain farm servants a n d a shepherd ' s 
b o y . M o r g a n ap O w e n b u r n e d a house , b e l o n g i n g t o 
N e a t h A b b e y , w i t h a b o v e 4 0 0 sheep, and k i l l ed several 
farm servants , and d a n g e r o u s l y w o u n d e d a m o n k and 
some lay brethren . I n 1 2 2 3 - 4 , 8th H e n r y I I I . , t h e Ear l 
h a d a safe c o n d u c t t o a t t e n d t h e K i n g . 15th J u l y , 
1224 , h e was t o have f o u r dol ia of t h e K i n g ' s bes t w ine , 
at cos t pr ice ; an order repeated t h e same d a y , in t h e 
Close R o l l s ; and 2 3 r d S e p t e m b e r , h e w a s t o have f ive 
do l ia m o r e f r o m t h e w i n e re ta ined a t Bristo l . 

1st January , 1225 , t h e Ear l is t o have f r o m t h e Sher i f f 
o f G l o u c e s t e r £ 2 0 , as his ancestors had , " n o m i n e c o m i -
ta tus , " e v i d e n t l y a part o f t h e t h i r d penny , as t h e Sheri f f 
o f H e r t s r e ce ived a similar precept . 

13 th F e b r u a r y , h e is t o h a v e f r o m t h e Cons tab l e o f 
K e n i l w o r t h one h u n d r e d " bresnas " for h is v ivaries at 
T e w k e s b u r y , " e t d e s h e p t o n ins taurand . " A messenger 
d e s p a t c h e d t o h i m b y t h e K i n g c o s t 12d. 2 8 t h A u g u s t , 
t h e Bail i f fs o f Caermar then are t o a l l ow t h e Ear l t o h o l d 
t h e lands late of T h o m a s d e L o n d r e s , o f w h i c h h e has t h e 
wardsh ip , w i t h his daughter . T h i s was p r o b a b l y as 
ch ie f L o r d of O g m o r e . E v a d e T r a c y h a d her d o w e r 
o u t o f t h e d e L o n d r e s lands, in W i l t s . W a r d s h i p s and 
the i r sale w e r e a g r e a t source o f the R o y a l p o w e r and 
income , and Ear l G i lber t , 3rd O c t o b e r , has t h a t o f t h e 
heirs o f W a l t e r d e Ta i l ly , w i t h t h e " m a r i t a g i u m , " a n d 
W a l e r a n Teuton i cus , a n d Syb i l , h is wi fe , are t o g i v e u p 
t h e daughter . 

I n 1226 t h e W e l s h b u r n e d St . Nicho las , N e w c a s t l e , 
and L a l e s t o n , and k i l l ed certain men . 2 9 t h O c t o b e r , t h e 
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E a r l pa id '2,000 marcs for l icense t o m a r r y his d a u g h t e r 
A m i c e , t h e n s ix years o ld , t o B a l d w i n d e R e d v e r s , and 
£ 2 0 0 in land w a s a l l o w e d o u t o f t h e estates o f W i l l i a m , 
Ear l o f D e v o n , B a l d w i n ' s grandfather , p r e s u m a b l y for her 
sustenance , unt i l she came o f age. I n this year , 2nd 
N o v e m b e r , t h e Earl ' s d a u g h t e r Isabe l was born . A j o i n t 
messenger , s ent b y t h e K i n g t o t h e Earl , and t h e Ear l o f 
Chester , cost 15d. I n this year t h e Ear l j o i n e d t h e Ear l 
of C o r n w a l l against the K i n g 

I n 1227 , 16 th F e b r u a r y , W i l l i a m , Ear l o f D e v o n , was 
dead , a n d t h e Ear l h a d l icense to h o l d his lands. I n 
this year t h e W e l s h b u r n e d t h e M a r g a m g r a n g e o f 
P e n n u t h , w i t h m a n y animals, and k i l l ed m a n y m e n ; also 
t h e g r a n g e o f Rossau l in , w i t h m a n y sheep, a n d d r o v e 
a w a y e leven cows , and k i l l ed a farm servant . A l s o t h e y 
c leared t h e g r a n g e o f T h e o d o r e o f animals , a n d b u r n e d 
several horses a n d g r e a t flocks o f sheep, t h e p r o p e r t y o f 
M a r g a m . N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e l ine t a k e n b y t h e Earl, 
he seems t o h a v e k e p t o n s o m e sort o f t e r m s w i t h t h e 
C o u r t , for , 4tli S e p t e m b e r , he is one o f t h e L o r d s accre-
d i t e d t o t h e P r i n c e s o f t h e E m p i r e , at A n t w e r p . 18 th 
M a y , 1 2 2 8 , t h e Ear l ' s son, W i l l i a m , was born , a n d his 
b ro ther R i c h a r d was k i l l ed in L o n d o n . K e n f i g w a s 
b u r n e d b y l i ghtn ing , a n d a horse ki l led. I n th is year 
also t h e Earl c ap tured M o r g a n G a m , o f A v e n e , a n d sent 
h im, f e t t e red b y t h e feet , in to E n g l a n d , f or secur i ty . 
T h i s w a s m i l d t r e a t m e n t c o m p a r e d w i t h w h a t M o r g a n 
ap C a d w a l a d r m e t w i th , in t h e same year , f r o m his 
n e p h e w , H o w e l ap M e r e d i t h , w h o p u t o u t his eyes , and 
o therwise m u t i l a t e d him. Th is H o w e l , in 1229 , b u r n e d 
St . N i cho las and St . Hi lary . I n t h a t year M o r g a n G a m 
w a s set free, g i v i n g hos tages for his c o n d u c t , w h i c h , h o w -
ever , d i d n o t p r e v e n t h i m f r o m b u r n i n g N e a t h , in 1231. 
I n th is y e a r t h e E a r l is said t o have d i s covered mines o f 
si lver, lead , and iron, in W a l e s . T h e t w o f o r m e r have 
n e v e r p r o v e d p r o f i t a b l e ; t h e lat ter w e r e w e l l k n o w n t o , 
and, t o s ome e x t e n t , w o r k e d b y t h e R o m a n s . 15th 
H e n r y I I I . , t h e A b b o t o f M a r g a m paid 100s for h a v i n g 
h is charter conf i rmed. 

I n 1230 H e n r y m a d e a d isastrous e x p e d i t i o n in to 
Br i t tany , and o f t h e m a g n a t e s w h o a t t e n d e d h i m , m a n y , 
says W i k e s , d i e d be fore his re turn , and s o m e after it. 
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Among t h e la t ter w a s E a r l G i lber t , w h o d i e d a t P e n r o s 
in Br i t tany , 2 5 t h O c t o b e r , 1230 . H i s funera l w a s c o n -
d u c t e d w i t h great state. T h e corpse w a s l a n d e d a t 
P l y m o u t h a n d b r o u g h t across D e v o n and S o m e r s e t t o 
Cranbourn , and t h e n c e t o T e w k e s b u r y , large do les b e i n g 
g i v e n t o t h e poor o n t h e road as i t passed , a n d s i lken 
c loths , " panni c e r i c i " t o t h e re l ig ious houses . T h e p r o -
cess ion reached T e w k e s b u r y on t h e S a t u r d a y be fore St . 
Mar t in ' s D a y , and on S u n d a y t h e corpse was laid, t e m -
porari ly , in its sepulchre be fore t h e h i g h altar. T h e final 
burial was w i t n e s s e d b y the A b b o t s o f T e w k e s b u r y , 
T intern , F l a x l e y , K e y n s h a m , a n d Ture fo rd , ? a n d an i m -
m e n s e assemblage o f persons o f b o t h sexes , lay and clerical. 
T h e Ear l seems t o h a v e l e f t t w o wil ls , one d a t e d S u w i c k -
super -Mare, 30t l i Apr i l , a n d t h e o ther in Br i t tany , 2 3 r d 
October ; both in t h e year o f his death. To Tewkesbury 
he b e q u e a t h e d a si lver g i l t cross ; and, d u r i n g t h e m i n o r i t y 
o f his son, t h e w o o d o f M u t h , b y Severn-s ide , w h i c h w a s 
con f i rmed b y H e n r y I I I in 1232 , and r e v e r t e d t o t h e earl-
d o m in 1243 . T h e m o n k s laid a s tone over his g r a v e . 

In the Monasticon (JV. M., vi, 453) is a confirmation by 
Earl Gilbert to Keynsham of a burgage in Cardiff, " which 
was Goye's," and another which had belonged to John 
Eitz-Baldwin, and of the whole park, fishing,.and fishery 
of Rumeya (Iihymny), and both the vi varies of Raz 
( Roa.tli), with the mill and great vivary under Kibwr, 
and all the land of Raz, and all the forest of Kibwr, to be 
held as under Earl William, the grantor's grandsire. 

The children of Gilbert and Isabel were : 1, Richard ; 
2, William, born J 8th May, 1228, knighted in London at 
Christmas, 1250 ; 3, Gilbert, born 12th September, 1229, 
a Clerk in Orders ; 4, Amice married Baldwin de Redvers; 
5, Agnes ; 6, Isabel, born 2nd November, 1226, married 
May 1240, Robert de Bruce of Annandale, who died 
1295 . 

C o u n t e s s Isabe l marr ied , se cond ly , 3 0 t h M a r c h , 1231 , 
R i c h a r d Ear l o f Cornwal l , m u c h against t h e wil l o f t h e 
k i n g his brother . S h e was , says W i k e s , a w o m a n o f 
marve l l ous b e a u t y . S h e w a s k n o w n as Isabe l C o u n t e s s 
o f G l o u c e s t e r and H e r t f o r d , C o r n w a l l and P o i t o u , a n d she 
d i e d in ch i ldb i r th at B e r k h a m p s t e a d , 1 7 t h January , 1239 
or 1240,_and her m o r t a l spoi ls w e r e d i v i d e d b e t w e e n three 
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communities ; her bowels went to Missenden ; her heart, 
in a gilded urn to Tewkesbury ; 

" Pars melior toto fuit . . . pro corpore missa " 
was the Tewkesbury view of the partition. The body 
went to Beaulieu. She founded a chantry for Earl Gilbert 
and herself at Market Street, and Earl Richard founded 
one for her at Wallingford. Her will disposed of a curious 
collection of relics. Her epitaph at Tewkesbury, where 
she herself had always wished to be buried, was as 
follows :— 

Postrema voce legavit cor Comitissa 
Pars melior toto fuit hue pro corpore missa 
Hsec se divisit Dominum recolendo Priorem 
Hue cor quod misit, verum testatur amorem-— 
Hiis simul eeclesife sanctre suffragia prosint. 
Ut simul in requie coelesti cum Domino sint. 

• The ancestors of Earl Gilbert had, for eight generations, 
been very considerable persons, both in Normandy and 
England ; and their next of kin, of the line of Strong-
bow, now represented through a female by the Earls 
Mareschal, were scarcely their inferiors in power. Their 
other cousins, who continued in the male line, as Barons 
Fitz-Walter, also held large estates, and had at that 
time reached the climax of their power in the person of 
Robert Fitz-Walter, styled by King John's barons " Mar-
shal of the army of God and the holy Church." In 
addition to these, their agnates, the de Clares, were 
allied by marriage to the Earls of Chester and other 
leading nobles. Besides all these sources of power, Earl 
Gilbert had received a great accession in the large inheri-
tance derived from his mother, making him, by the bend 
sinister, which was then scarcely regarded as a discredit, 
of near kin to the sovereign, and endowing him not only 
with the valuable Honour of Gloucester, but with the 
Lordship of Glamorgan, the privileges of which were of a 
regal character, and the position of which, securing to 
him an almost impregnable retreat, gave him great 
weight in the perpetual struggles between the Baronage 
and the Crown. From this time the house of Clare 
became the acknowledged head of the Baronage. Great 
personal qualities, such as those possessed by the elder 
William Mareschal or by Simon de Montfort, brought 
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t h e m at t imes t o t h e f r o n t ; b a t f or s t eady hered i tary 
in f luence suppor ted , on t h e who le , b y modera t i on o f 
c o n d u c t , a n d a lways b y g r e a t personal va lour in t h e 
f ield, no fami ly at all approached t o t h a t o f the Ear ls of 
G l o u c e s t e r and H e r t f o r d . 




