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Ciuctosque castris Antonam et Sabrinam fluvios cohibere parat. 

T h e c o u n t y of N o r t h a m p t o n is odd ly shaped. I t 
stretches for nearly seventy miles r ight athwart England , 
and goes far to span over the space b e t w e e n the W a s h 
and the Bristol Channel. F r o m the western-most edge 
o f Northants to the nearest po int o f the Severn, T e w k e s -
bury, is barely over thirty- f ive miles. 

I t has sometimes occurred to m e that its shape and 
direct ion m i g h t be due to the tradit ion surviving t o 
Saxon times, of its be ing the border land of the R o m a n s 
at one period of their history in Britain. Certain it is 
that the line this c ounty takes— rudely regardless of all 
other count ies—is co incident wit] ι the R o m a n fortif ied 
frontier, tempore Claudius, for over s ixty miles. 

This m i d - E n g l a n d frontier, be ing b u t a temporary one, 
was no t marked b y a cont inuous wall and fosses, as that 
g igant ic work in Northumberland, but· b y a chain of 
s trong-wal led camps, connected by a cont inuous roadway 
leading f rom one t o the other, and having the N e n e 
river, as far as i t went , for an outer line of defence on the 
side n e x t the enemy The period of its erection was an 
early one, viz. , about the year 47 or 48 of the Christian 
Era, i.e., about fifteen years after the Crucif ixion. A n d 
this makes these traces of R o m a n occupation, still l eg ib ly 
stamped upon the N e n e Yal ley , the more venerable and 
interesting. 

W h a t is most fortunate as regards this po int o f history 
is that the book of the Annals of Tacitus, containing the 
account of it, has not been lost (as the preceding b o o k 
has), but still surv ives—a precious f ragment of history 
for Engl ishmen. 

1 Read in the Section of Antiquities at the Annual Meeting at Northampton, 
July 30th, 1878. 
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T o m a k e m y s tory clear, I had b e t t e r g lance for one 
m i n u t e at t h e h i s tory o f the R o m a n invasions. T h e first 
a t t e m p t u p o n Britain was m a d e b y Jul ius Caesar, be fore 
Chr is t 54. H e " came and s a w , " and t h a t was near ly 
all. H e i m p o s e d a t r i b u t e on t h e S o u t h - E a s t e r n tr ibes , 
b u t i t was never paid, and Br i ta in w a s l e f t to hersel f f or 
near one h u n d r e d years more . I n t h e m e a n t i m e she was 
learning s o m e t h i n g f r o m her w o u l d - b e conquerors , and 
f r o m her Gaul i sh ne ighbours , w h o w e r e u n d e r the R o m a n 
rule. Cunobe l in (Shakespeare ' s C y m b e l i n e ) , w h o re igned 
over S o u t h e r n Bri ta in w h e n our L o r d was w o r k i n g at t h e 
carpenter ' s bench , wa,s said t o h a v e been e d u c a t e d at 
R o m e . H e had coins m u c h l ike t h e R o m a n ones, ancl 
re igned over a p e o p l e cons iderab ly l eavened b y t h e c on -
t i g u i t y of R o m a n civi l ization. 

But the R o m a n s w e r e n o t t h e peop le to let t h e B r i t o n s 
o f f so easily. T h e m y s t e r y whi ch , in R o m a n minds , lay 
r o u n d th is great a n d beauti f ul is land o f t h e e x t r e m e w e s t 
( they were n o t q u i t e sure t h a t i t was an is land) , w i t h her 
w h i t e cliffs and bo is terous , " m o n s t e r - a b o u n d i n g , " 1 seas, 
and a b o v e all t h e occas ional taste o f her oysters 2 a t R o m a n 
suppers , n o t t o m e n t i o n her pearls,3 all c o m b i n e d t o m a k e 
it certain t h a t Br i tannia m u s t one d a y s t o o p her p r o u d 
neck t o the R o m a n y o k e . T h a t d a y Celine citj liAst in t h e 
re ign o f t h e E m p e r o r Claudius . 

A b o u t t e n years a f ter R o m a n soldiers had va in ly 
g u a r d e d a sepulchre at Jerusa lem, and St . P a u l was j u s t 
b e g i n n i n g his labours on t h e coasts o f t h e Medi terranean , 
and N e r o was a harmless b o y p lay ing in t h e Imper ia l 
g a r d e n s at R o m e , t h e e d i c t w e n t f or th for t h e c o n q u e s t o f 
Britain. T h e E m p e r o r chose A u l u s P laut ius , w i t h V e s -
pasian for his s e cond in c o m m a n d , t o c o n d u c t this s e c o n d 
invas ion o f our island. I n three or f our years o f hard 
f i ght ing t h e y succeeded in s u b d u i n g t h e w h o l e o f t h e 
S o u t h and S o u t h e r n M i d l a n d s ; C laud ius be ing sent f o r 
t o p u t t h e finishing s t roke t o t h e w a r in person, t h u s 
easi ly ga in ing for h imse l f a n d his son t h e t i t le o f " Br i tan -
nicus , " and t h e h o n o u r o f a t r i u m p h at R o m e . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , as m e n t i o n e d above , t h e e l e v e n t h b o o k 
of the Annals of Tacitus, containing the narrative of 

1 Hot. Carin., lib iv, ode 14. 
- Jac. Hat., iv, 140.' 

3 See Suetonius, and Marbodceus. 
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this campaign , lias perished, and w i t h i t detai ls o f 
e x t r e m e interes t t o Eng l i sh readers. 

P . Ostor ius Scapula succeeded P laut ius as c o m m a n d e r -
in-chie f in Bri ta in , m o s t p r o b a b l y in the year 47. H e 
arr ived late in t h e a u t u m n , and f o u n d confus ion worse 
c o n f o u n d e d re ign ing in t h e island. T h e u n c o n q u e r e d 
tr ibes o f t h e N o r t h e r n Mid lands , and o f the N o r t h and 
N o r t h W e s t , w e r e m a k i n g v io lent raids u p o n the all ied 
territories , t h i n k i n g themse lves p r e t t y safe f r om reprisals, 
til l t h e w i n t e r was over at all events . T h e y l i t t le k n e w 
the ir man ! T h e general g a t h e r e d a f e w t r u s t y and l i ght -
a r m e d batta l ions , and b y rapid marches , p o u n c e d s u d -
d e n l y u p o n t h e invaders, r ou ted t h e m , and d r o v e t h e m 
b a c k in to t h e forests o f N o r t h a m p t o n s h i r e and W a r w i c k -
shire ; a n d then, in order to m a k e t h e S o u t h e r n hal f o f 
Br i ta in safe for the future against such at tacks , he re-
so lved o n a great w o r k , and f o r thwi th t o o k steps for 
carry ing i t o u t — p r o b a b l y early in 4 8 — a n d t h a t w o r k 
was the r u n n i n g o f a l ine o f forts r i ght across Br i ta in , in 
i ts narrowest p a r t — f r o m w h e r e t h e F e n s and t h e W a s h 
encroach upon t h e land on t h e east, t o w h e r e t h e g r e a t 
S e v e r n estuary cuts d e e p i n t o t h e is land on t h e w e s t ; a 
pro j e c t r e n d e r e d easier b y t w o rivers, wh i ch , t a k i n g their 
rise c lose t o g e t h e r in t h e heart o f Britain, flow severa l ly , , 
t h e one east and t h e o t h e r west , in to those t w o estuaries. 

A s this is t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t p o i n t o f m y story , and 
as i t is in fac t t h e propos i t i on w h i c h I h a v e to m a k e 
g o o d , v iz . , t h a t our N e n e va l ley camps are a por t i on o f 
t h e Ostor ian l ine m e n t i o n e d b y Tac i tus ; I th ink i t wi l l 
b e t h e bes t to read a free translation, rev ised a n d a p -
p r o v e d b y a g o o d classical scholar, o f t h e passage o f 
Tac i tus re lat ing t o the transact ion. Tac. Ami. x i i , 31 , 
free translat ion. " B u t in Br i ta in a t r o u b l e d s tate o f 
affairs g r e e t e d the arrival o f t h e n e w preprsetor, P . 
Ostor ius . T h e e n e m y had o v e r f l o w e d their bounds , a n d 
p o u r e d the i r host i le b a n d s u p o n the territor ies o f our 
allies. A n d this w i t h the m o r e reckless vio lence, as t h e y 
d e e m e d t h a t a n e w general , a s tranger t o his troops , 
and at the c o m m e n c e m e n t o f w inter , w o u l d n e v e r 
take t h e f ie ld against t h e m at once. H e , h o w e v e r , 
aware t h a t first acts are those w h i c h m a k e an impression, 
a n d b e g e t respec t or c o n t e m p t as t h e case m a y be , hurries 
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into the field some light-armed cohorts, and after slaugh-
tering those who ventured to make a stand, followed up 
the routed and separated bodies of armed men, so that 
they should not again coalesce; and, knowing that 
neither general nor soldier would ever get a moment's 
quiet under a distasteful and fictitious peace, he pro-
ceeded to disarm the suspected tribes, and take steps for 
fencing in the Nene and Severn rivers by a chain of forti-
fied camps. This latter proceeding the Iceni were the 
first to object to, a strong tribe, and unweakened by 
battles with the Romans, for they had from the first vo-
luntarily sought our alliance. Under their leadership the 
surrounding peoples chose with them as a battle field a 
certain spot." . . . . And then he goes on to describe a 
severe battle that took place at the spot aforesaid, Valpy 
thinks somewhere in Huntingdonshire (I have some reasons 
for thinking it may have been at Covington, near Kim-
bolton) ; and after the enemy had received there a severe 
punishment, and the doubting tribes had consequently all 
given in, the Nene Valley works were able to proceed. 

The above translation is from the edition of Valpy, and 
there the text which mentions the two rivers runs as 
follows: " cinctos que castris Antonam et Sabrinam 
.fluvios cohibere par at;" which I take to mean, that he 
brought those rivers together (co-habeo) and made one of 
them, so to speak, by running a line of camps along each 
and from one to the other, thus confining or fencing them 
in (in a second sense of co-habere) by a girdle or cincture 
made of forts and rivers, or rather confining the people 
who lived beyond that cincture. 

I think that the best and tersest way of construing 
this vexed and difficult passage is " He proceeded to eon-
fine the rivers Nene and Severn within a cincture of 
camps.' 

I am quite aware that this is a disputed passage, and 
that there are various readings of it. 1 will not, however, 
discuss them now. All I shall say is, that I have con-
sulted many editions of Tacitus, ancient and modern, 
foreign and English, and have come to the conclusion 
that, whatever reading we take, it makes no practical 
difference. Take which you will, and we cannot help 
seeing what Tacitus is trying to tell us, and that is :— 
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1. T h a t Ostor ius ' o b j e c t w a s t o m a k e S o u t h Br i ta in 
safe against the N o r t h . 

2. T o this end he d r e w a l ine o f forts f r o m s o m e w h e r e 
to s o m e w h e r e else. 

3. T h a t t w o Brit ish rivers, wh i ch he names, were in 
c onnec t i on w i t h these forts. 

T h e Sabrina, one o f t h e m , no one has ever d o u b t e d 
about . T h e A n t o n a , a l i t t le ref lexion wil l tel l us, m u s t 
be t h e N e n e and no other . T h e c o n t e x t be fore and after, 
t h e mi l i tary s i tuat ion , and strategical reasons, d e m a n d 
this conclusion. A g lance at t h e m a p o f E n g l a n d s h o w s 
that there was no b e t t e r l ine at w h i c h t o f o r t i f y one half 
o f E n g l a n d against the other , for nature has m a d e ha l f 
o f our " sc ienti f ic f r o n t i e r " for us. A n d so w e find that 
t h e ab lest c o m m e n t a t o r s on Tac i tus , in c lud ing C a m d e n , 
have c o n c l u d e d , t h a t t h o u g h t h e y are at a loss t o exp la in 
A n t o n a , y e t t h e y are sure he means t h e N e n e . This 
op in ion is c on f i rmed b y our great wr i te r on R o m a n mil i -
tary ant iquit ies in G r e a t Britain, General H o y ; w h o l o o k i n g 
t h e quest ion profess ional ly , has n o d o u b t t h a t t h e N e n e 
was i n t e n d e d b y Taci tus . T o d r a w the l ine f r o m t h e 
S e v e r n t o t h e Br is to l A v o n , or t h e H a m p s h i r e A v o n , as 
s o m e h a v e done , appears t o m e s i m p l y absurd. B u t 
C a m d e n is t o b l a m e f o r p u t t i n g p e o p l e on t h e t rack o f 
t h e A v o n s . E n g l a n d is a l i t t le c o u n t r y c o m p a r e d w i t h 
some w i t h w h i c h t h e R o m a n s had t o deal, and t h e y w e r e 
n o t the peop le t o n ibb le at the corners o f i t in t h a t t i m i d 
fashion. 

I f no o ther p r o o f w e r e f o r t h c o m i n g , there is p r o o f 
e n o u g h in t h e fac t t h a t the I cen i ( Iken i I suppose w e 
shou ld call t h e m ) o b j e c t e d to t h e w o r k . T h e Iceni 
o c cup ied t h e Eas tern Count ies , and H u n t i n g d o n and 
C a m b r i d g e shires (as I t h i n k is a lways g r a n t e d ) ; t h e y w o u l d 
have k n o w n l itt le and cared less a b o u t a l ine r i g h t - a w a y 
in t h e wes t . B u t w h e n these N e n e for ts w e r e threaten ing 
t o stare t h e m in t h e face, and t o cut t h e m oft' f r o m o ld 
f r iends on t h e o t h e r side, l o o k i n g m u c h l ike a c o m i n g 
sub jec t i on o f t h e w h o l e land : then t h e y c a m e t o t h e 
serious conc lus ion t o t h r o w u p the R o m a n all iance, and 
resist t h e measure t o t h e death . A s a pract i ca l c l incher 
t o t h e w h o l e a r g u m e n t , w e find a series o f c a m p s — s o m e 
o f t h e m large and s t r o n g l y - w a l l e d — a t p r e t t y regular in-
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tervals , all u p t h e N e n e V a l l e y , and, w h a t is m o r e e m -
phat ic , all on t h e h i ther or r i g h t b a n k o f the river, f r o m 
near t h e o ld e d g e o f t h e F e n s to o v e r t h w a r t N o r t h -
a m p t o n . 

I rchester is one o f these Ostor ian camps. I t is t w e n t y 
acres in ex tent , and w h e r e v e r w e c u t the val lum, w e find 
t h e mass ive f oundat i ons o f t h e walls. Co ins f r o m Claudius , 
d o w n t o t h e e n d o f t h e R o m a n p o w e r in Britain, are 
p i c k e d u p there in abundance . T h e b e d o f t h e o ld N e n e 
is at t h e f o o t o f t h e nor thern wall . These c a m p s are at 
intervals o f a b o u t seven miles. T h e n e x t b e l o w Irchester 
is C o t t o n , in R i n g s t e a d parish, where , hal f -a -mi le fur ther 
d o w n , is a se cond smaller for t , c lose t o a ford still ex i s t -
i n g over t h e N e n e . T h e n , still g o i n g d o w n , c o m e s a g a p 
o f s ix teen miles ; there ought t o b e a c a m p s o m e w h e r e 
about A c h u r c h , a n d t r u e e n o u g h , Mr . H o d g s o n , R e c t o r o f 
P i l t on , and I d i s covered some rec tangular e a r t h w o r k s in 
a w o o d o f L o r d Li l ford 's , cal led the Lynches, o n t h e r i ght 
bank , b u t th is requires m o r e examinat ion . N o t far off, 
on t h e o ther s ide o f L o r d L i l f o rd ' s park , have late! y been 
d i s covered R o m a n interments , p o t t e r y , and coins , in 
d i g g i n g for stone. 

A b o u t ten mi les b e l o w L i l f o rd w e find C h e s t e r t o n 
C a m p , on the r ight , or H u n t i n g d o n s h i r e b a n k of' t h e 
N e n e , j u s t oppos i t e t h e later c i t y o f Durobr ivse (Castor ) , 
w h i c h is on t h e N o r t h ants side o f the river. Th is camp, 
I be l ieve , was or ig inal ly Availed ; t h e va l lum is still v e r y 
c learly m a r k e d , t h o u g h it has been p l o u g h e d over for 
ages. F i v e mi les l o w e r Ave reach P e t e r b o r o u g h , and 
hard b y t h a t t o w n was t h e anc ient e d g e o f t h e Fen . 

T h e road c o n n e c t i n g these camps is still t raceable in 
m a n y places, n o t a b l y so f r o m C o t t o n t o S t a n w i c k , a 
vi l lage w h i c h (anc ient ly wr i t t en Starmwy) t a k e s its name 
f r o m this way. I n m a n y places t h e R o m a n w a y is no 
d o u b t identical w i t h our present roads. 

S i x and a half mi les a b o v e I r ches ter w e c o m e t o C o g e n -
hoe ( p r o n o u n c e d C o o k n o ) , where , a c c o r d i n g t o Mr . Sirnp-
k inson , t h e late R e c t o r o f B r i n g t o n — ( I q u o t e f r o m a 
m o s t interest ing l ec ture o f his g i v e n in N o r t h a m p t o n in 
1 8 6 2 ) — a r e traces o f R o m a n occupat ion . I h a v e not , 
h o w e v e r , been able t o d i s cover these myse l f , and I shall 
n o t v e n t u r e t o m a k e any assertion respec t ing them. 
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That this village would have formed a splendid position 
for a camp admits of no manner of doubt. But a mile 
and a half above Cogenhoe we find a strong Roman out-
post, or fort, in the form of an artificial hill, called 
Clifford's Hill—evidently from its name, in connection 
with some ford, which it was requisite to watch. This 
mound rises from the meadows sixty feet from the 
water, and has an area of about ninety feet on its top. 

Six miles above Cogenhoe we come to the country 
opposite Northampton, and at this town may have been 
a British fort, which required watching. Bridges thinks 
there are traces of Roman occupation somewhere near 
Queen Eleanor's Cross; but this, with Cogenhoe and Lilford, 
requires investigation. But might not Hunsbury, half a, 
mile higher up, have been a British fort, occupied by 
Ostorian troops ? The Romans were never slow to 
occupy sti'ong positions of the enemy, though opposed to 
their own theories of the proper form of a camp. 

But I do not feel myself responsible for Ostorius when 
he gets above Ircliester. I must leave quaint old Morton, 
or our friend Sir Henry Dryden, to trace out the line of 
Ostorius through the high lands of Northamptonshire, in 
the direction of the Severn; these are certainly not 
wanting, many strong Roman positions trending in that 
direction ; but these are beyond the scope of the present 
paper. 

It should be mentioned that, in probable connection 
with these Nene forts, are several speculae or signal hills, 
formed like large tumuli, with a foss surrounding them, 
and occupying positions commanding the Nene Yalley for 
many miles ; notably, one on high ground in Chesterton 
parish, commanding a view from Peterborough on one 
side, to the high ground above Lilford on the other. 
Another in the village of Wollaston overlooks the Nene 
Yalley from Higham to Northampton. If this strong 
line of camps on the hither side of the Nene, with a 
connecting road and signal stations, are not the forts 
mentioned by Tacitus, what are they ? When were they 
made ? and for what purpose ? No one has yet answered 
these questions. Can they be answered ? I think not. 

VOL. XXXV. 
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ORIGIN OF THE NAME NORTHAMPTON. 

W e n o w c o m e t o t h e w o r d A n t o n a . 
T h i s n a m e has a l w a y s been a s t u m b l i n g - b l o c k , f or i t 

does n o t l o o k at all l ike the w o r d N e n e T h e r e is an Ν 
in b o t h , a n d that is all t h a t can b e said. T h e great 
C a m d e n j u m p s t o t h e conc lus ion t h a t Tac i tus m u s t have 
w r i t t e n A u f o n a , w h i c h , b y d r o p p i n g o u t t h e u , w o u l d be 
A f o n a — t h e Lat in isat ion o f A f o n or A v o n — t h e Br i t i sh 
w o r d for r i v e r — m e a n i n g t h e r e b y t h e N e n e , w h o s e then 
proper n a m e d i d n o t reach Tac i tus , or else he m i s t o o k 
A v o n for a proper name. I f w e examine , h o w e v e r , t h e 
actual w o r d s o f C a m d e n , w e shall find t h a t th is n e w 
read ing w a s p u t f o r w a r d w i t h apo l ogy , a n d w i t h n o g r e a t 
assurance. H i s w o r d s are ( q u o t i n g f r o m B i s h o p G i b s o n ' s 
translat ion, for I h a v e , had no o p p o r t u n i t y t o see t h e 
o r i g i n a l ) : " H i g h e r in t h e c o u n t r y (i.e. N o r t h a n t s ) n o r t h -
ward , arises t h e r iver A u f o n a or A v o n ( for A v o n in t h e 
Br i t i sh t o n g u e is t h e genera l n a m e for all r ivers) . I t is 
cal led t h e N e n b y t h e inhabi tants . " . . . . A v e r y nob le 
r iver i t is, a n d i f I guess r ight , i t w a s garr i soned in o ld 
t i m e b y t h e R o m a n s ; f or w h e n t h e h i ther part o f Bri ta in , 
in t h e E m p e r o r Claudius ' t ime , w a s b r o u g h t u n d e r t h e 
R o m a n g o v e r n m e n t , so as t h e inhabi tants t h e r e o f w e r e 
t e r m e d allies t o t h e R o m a n s , w h e n t h e m o r e r e m o t e 
Britains also m a d e f r e q u e n t incurs ions in to th is c o u n t r y , 

and carried all be fore t h e m t h e n P . Os tor ius 
(says Tacitus) cinctos castris Antonam (Aufonam 1 would 
read, i f I m i g h t t a k e t h a t l i ber ty ) et Sabrinam cohibere 
'parat " W h a t r iver th is shou ld b e n o n e can tell. 
L ips ius ( the A p o l l o of our age) h a t h e i ther d i spe l l ed this 
mist , or I a m in a c loud. H e p o i n t s o u t N o r t h a m p t o n . " 

I t so h a p p e n e d t h a t I c a m e o n this N o r t h a m p t o n 
t h e o r y for A n t o n a , f r o m m y o w n inner consc iousness , 
be fore I had seen C a m d e n or L ips ius ; and , o f course , I 
f e l t m u c h co r robora ted w h e n I f o u n d t h e A p o l l o of t h e 
16 th c e n t u r y o n m y side. Lipsius ' o w n w o r d s are 
( q u o t i n g f r o m t h e Tac i tus o f A u g u s t u s Ernes t , Le ips i c 
1772 , w h e r e t h e d i s p u t e d t e x t is t h e same as Y a l p y ' s , 
cinctos que castris, &c), " Antona sane civitas videtur, 
manetque hodie Northamptona." That is, " Antona in-
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deed seems to be a town, and remains to this day by the 
name of Northamptona." 

It is worthy of notice that, in discussing different read-
ings of the passage (such as Sabriana for Sabrina, in 
Ptol.), Lipsius gives not the slightest hint that he had 
ever met with another reading for Antona ; nor do I 
believe that one was ever heard of till Camden came. 
In spite of Lipsius, Camden does not quite emerge from 
his cloud, for he sticks to his Aufona, and with ad-
mirable inconsequence, goes on, " and I am of opinion 
that Antona hath crept into Tacitus instead of Aufona, 
upon which Northampton is seated." Then when he 
gets to the town of Northampton (p. 518), he gives his 
own derivation of Northampton, "where, at their very 
meeting (i.e., the North and South Nene) the town called 
from the river, North-afan-ton, and by contraction North-
ampton, is so seated, &c." . . . . 

His editor Gibson (who mixes his text up with 
Camden's in the most disagreeable manner), here cuts in 
to deny any Celtic derivation whatever to Northampton ; 
he asserts it to be Saxon, and cites Southampton as a 
parallel case. 

Most unfortunately, Camden's mere suggestion about 
Aufona has been taken for the conclusion of infallible 
authority by most people since. Editors, commentators, 
antiquaries, history writers, from that day to this, in a 
long string, like sheep filing through a gap one after 
another, follow their leader with amusing fidelity. Thus 
lie has done, unwittingly, a great deal of mischief, and 
illustrates in his own person an evil, which in his Preface 
he is thoroughly on his guard against; there he says, 
" It is possible that I may have been led into errors by 
the authority of writers, whom I reckoned I might safely 
rely on. ' There is nothing more dangerous (says Pliny) 
in the search after truth, than when a staunch author 
asserts a false thing.'" 

It must be borne in mind that Camden was no great 
Celtic or Saxon scholar. He took up those languages 
after he began his Britannia, because he found he could 
not get on without them. He seems to have known 
about enough of Celtic to make him plunge at the word 
Aufona CLS CJL happy thought. 



348 o r i g i n o f t h e n a m e n o r t h a m p t o n . 348 

W e find t h e n n o real a u t h o r i t y f o r a l ter ing t h e w o r d 
A n t o n a , e i ther in M S S . or a n y t h i n g else. T h i s b e i n g t h e 
case, our present a r g u m e n t is s i m p l y this : — 

1. T h a t Tac i tus w a s qu i te correc t in w r i t i n g A n t o n a . 
2. T h a t t h e N e n e , or at least t h e u p p e r part o f i t 

a b o v e W e l l i n g b o r o u g h , was cal led A n t o n , or something-
l ike it , b y t h e Br i tons . 

3. T h a t t h e t o w n in w h i c h w e are, g o t its n a m e f r o m 
t h e river, a n d is Cel t i c , a n d n o t S a x o n in its origin. 

I shall e n d e a v o u r t o p r o v e th is t r ip le propos i t i on as 
br ie f ly as 1 can, f r o m a cons iderat ion o f : a. D o m e s d a y ; 
b. T h e parallel case o f S o u t h a m p t o n ; c. T h e t rad i t i on o f 
A n t o n still l inger ing o n t h e U p p e r N e n e ; d. T h e m e a n -
i n g o f t h e Ce l t i c w o r d A n t o n . 

a. I n D o m e s d a y N o r t h a m p t o n is spe l t H a n t o n e , w i t h -
o u t t h e N o r t h , and t h e c o u n t r y Nor thantonesc i re . Th is 
N o r m a n d o c u m e n t is a treasure o f phonet i c spel l ing, a n d 
invaluable on this account . T h e N o r m a n Commiss ioners 
h a d n o bias, e i ther t o t h e S a x o n or Ce l t i c , and s i m p l y 
tr ied t o w r i t e as near t h e sound as possible. " W h a t is 
t h e n a m e o f y o u r t o w n , m y g o o d m a n ? " " A n t o n " (pro-
n o u n c e d A r n t o n ) " A n t o n e , please y e r h o n o u r . " " D o y o u 
spel l i t w i t h an H 1 ? " " T h a t s m o r d nor I can s a y ; w e call 
it H a n t o n e , and t h e Sheer w e cal l N o r t h A n t o n e S h e e r . " 
I t is qu i te e v i d e n t t h a t the s o u n d came w i t h an N , n o t 
an M , f r o m t h e nat ives , and the t rad i t i on o f i t is still k e p t 
u p b y our N o r t h a n t s . T h a t i t s h o u l d gradua l ly c o m e t o 
be w r i t t e n w i t h an M , and a f t e rwards an Μ Ρ , is v e r y 
natural. T h e A n g l o - S a x o n m i n d does n o t l ike i n c o m p r e -
hensib le words , and changes t h e m i f poss ible ; t h u s in t h e 
sailor's m o u t h , H . M . ship " B e l l e r o p h o n " b e c a m e " B i l l y 
Ru f f i an , " and " H i r o n d e l l e , " " I ron D e v i l . " Bes ides , 
" H o m e " is a sacred w o r d ; there is n o p lace l ike " H a m e " 
t o t h e Saxon . O n t h e smal lest e x c u s e t h e y t u r n e d n a m e s 
in to H a m . T h u s t h e Ce l t i -Scand inav ian D u n h o l m b e -
came D u r h a m ; B r i g h t h e l m s t o n e b e c a m e B r i g h t h a m t o n 
before it cut i tsel f d o w n t o B r i g h t o n . I t w o u l d h a v e 
been s trange i f A n t o n had n o t b e c o m e H a m t o n . 

b. S o u t h a m p t o n (wh i ch n o d o u b t g e t s t h e pref ix S o u t h 
in contrad is t inc t ion t o th is t o w n ) is, as t o der ivat ion , an 
e x a c t l y parallel case in e v e r y w a y . C a m d e n ' s a r g u m e n t 
for the Cel t i c der ivat ion o f S o u t h a m p t o n appears t o m e 
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unanswerable, and makes my case, as regards Northampton, 
very much stronger. Southampton is in Domesday like 
this town, simply Hantone. The Roman town which 
preceded it, Camden, and other authorities, have con-
cluded to have been the Clausentum of Antoninus. In 
the British tongue this would signify the port of Entum 
or Anton. Ptolemy calls Southampton water Trisanton 
(i.e., the bay of Anton, as Camden thinks), and Camden 
has a theory that the river Test (which is called in me-
diseval documents Terstan) was called (including South-
ampton water) Ant. or Anton, by the Britons, for he 
notices that many names of places on it have that prefix 
e.g. Andover (i.e., the ford over the And or Ant), 
Amport, &c. 

Now I was told by one antiquary whom I consulted 
about Antony in Cornwall, and Canton in Glamorgan-
shire, that there is no such word as Anton in the Celtic, 
and that " the genius of the language is opposed to it." 
It will surprise my friend, and perhaps some others, to 
find that Camden's shot about the Test was remarkably 
close to the mark, for I find that; that river is still called 
by the natives Anton in its upper branches, in this Year 
of Grace 1878. 

I got this from a Hampshire clergyman, who lives not 
far from Andover. It is strange that Camden never 
heard of this local name; but it is much to his credit 
that he discovered it by the divination of genius. I have 
since found the name in an old county atlas.1 

What is passing strange is that, with the word Antona 
staring him in the face in the Annals of Tacitus, and the 
town of Hantone doing the same in the pages of Domes-
day, he did not make the same brilliant shot about the 
Nene and its capital, as he did about the Test and its 
chief town.2 

1 In a quaint old quarto, entitled 
"Viaje de Felipe Segundo a Inglaterra " 
by Andres Munoz, printed at Zaragoza, 
1554, and lately reprinted by the Madrid 
Bibliofilos (see a Review in the Athenaum 
of September 14tli, 1878). Southampton 
is called Antona. 
Anton is still to be met with as a patron-

ymic in England. In the Times police 
reports of September 3rd, 1878, will be 
found " Jabez Anton, 30, of 4, Cromwell 
Terrace, Birkbeck Road. Upper Hollo-

way, a carman, was charged with causing 
the death of Ann Shaunahan, by run-
ning over her head with a van, at Praed-
street, &c." 

2 I have received an interesting com-
munication from the Rev. Thomas Floud, 
Rector of Overton, Hants, pointing out 
other names, up country, evidently de-
rived from the Anton. He also enclosed 
me an interesting MS. of Richd, Willis, 
an Andover antiquary of Q. Ann's reign, 
on this subject. 
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c. N o w , have w e a n y ves t iges ex i s t ing , c o n n e c t e d w i t h 
the N e n e , o f the n a m e A n t o n ? I h a v e d i s c o v e r e d one 
in t h e n a m e o f a H u n d r e d a b u t t i n g o n t h e N e n e t h e 
H u n d r e d o f H a m f o r d s h o e , w h i c h compr ises W e l l i n g -
b o r o u g h , D o d d i n g t o n , Earls ' B a r t o n , and several o t h e r 
vi l lages. In D o m e s d a y t h e w o r d is w r i t t e n A n d - f e r d s - h o e 
— a n o t h e r case o f p h o n e t i c spel l ing. I h a v e h a d s o m e 
cor respondence w i t h t h e R e v . I saac Tay lo r , w h o , as is 
we l l k n o w n , is an a u t h o r i t y on t h e s u b j e c t o f " W o r d s 
a n d P l a c e s , " a n d h e t h i n k s t h a t th i s is a s t r o n g p o i n t in 
m y favour . 

Th is n a m e c o m e s f r o m no t o w n or v i l lage t h a t ever 
was. T h e syl lable f o r d g ives us a c lue t o i ts patern i ty . 
A f o rd over w h a t ? W h y it m u s t be e i ther over t h e 
N e n e or t h e Ise , w h i c h lat ter s t ream b o u n d s t h e h u n d r e d 
on the east. B u t there is n o t a n y def in i te H o e n e x t t h e 
I s e ; w h i l e t h e hill o n w h i c h D o d d i n g t o n s tands , rears 
i tsel f m o s t c onsp i cuous ly to on lookers f r o m t h e h i g h 
g r o u n d a b o u t W o l l a s t o n , a n d m a y wel l b e cal led a H o e . 
W e conc lude , there fore , t h a t t h e n a m e m e a n s t h e hill 
oppos i t e t h e f o r d over t h e A n d . N o w o n t h e H a n t s 
A n t o n w e find t h e same pre f ix A n d , r epresent ing A n t o n , 
in t h e w o r d A n d o v e r . W h a t d o e s th is A n d on t h e N e n e 
mean i f it does n o t m e a n t h e A n t or A n t o n ? Th is is t h e 
o n l y case t h a t I h a v e at present hit u p o n o f t h e survival 
o f t h e n a m e A n t o n ; b u t th is ins tance is s o m e t h i n g in t h e 
w a y o f c u m u l a t i v e ev idence . 

d. A s t o t h e m e a n i n g o f A n t o n , M r . Isaac T a y l o r 
writes m e t h u s : " I am inc l ined t o be l i eve t h a t A n t o n 
should b e d i v i d e d A n t - o n , and n o t A n - t o n . I f w e 
look at Fich, Vergleich Woterbuch, i, 487, we see that 
A n t - o n m i g h t b e e n d water , b o u n d a r y water , or f ront ier 
w a t e r ; there b e i n g an o ld K e l t i c w o r d ande, w h i c h 
answers t o t h e G r e e k αντα, άντΐ, L a t i n ante, a n d E n g l i s h 
end, a n d w h i c h is seen in t h e G e r m a n ent-gegen." I n 
his b o o k , Words and Places, M r . T a y l o r has a n o t h e r 
t h e o r y f o r A n t o n , d e r i v i n g i t f r o m aon -don , or t o n ; b u t 
th is he appears t o h a v e g i v e n u p f o r t h e rev i sed op in ion 
w h i c h I have read. T h a t t h e N e n e was an end , or f ront ier 
r iver, t o t w o Br i t i sh k i n g d o m s , is e x t r e m e l y l ike ly . T h e 
m a r k e d val ley in w h i c h i t lies, as in a t r o u g h , f o r f o r t y 
miles, and t h e forests w h i c h br i s t led on i ts fu r ther s ide 
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f or its w h o l e l ength , t o g e t h e r m a d e i t a v e r y natural 
b o u n d a r y o f peoples . P r o b a b l y t h e I cen i b o r d e r e d i t 
f r o m t h e f en t o H i g h a m Ferrers . I n t h e same w a y t h e 
H a n t s A n t o n m a y have b e e n a b o u n d a r y r iver in r e m o t e 
Ce l t i c t i m e s ; t h o u g h I suppose t h e Belgse had b o t h 
s ides o f i t in R o m a n t imes. 

O f t h e der iva t i on o f N e n e , Mr . Isaac T a y l o r wr i tes : 
" A s t o t h e N e n e , I a m inc l ined w i t h F e r g u s o n t o re fer 
i t t o N a n t , V a l l e y , (in W e l s h t h e τ m i g h t d r o p off, as 
C a n t = 100, has b e c o m e Can, see R h y s , L e c t u r e ii). S e e 
on Nant, Fich, Vergleich Wort, &e., where you will see 
t h a t in A r m o r i c a n N a n n t takes t h e f o rm A n n t , t h e init ial 
Ν d r o p p i n g off. Th is m a k e s it poss ible t h a t Ant-011 m i g h t 
h a v e b e e n N a n t - o n , the val ley water . " T h e n he refers t o 
F e r g u s o n , a n d conc ludes " y o u r A n d f e r d s h o e is, I th ink , 
a s t r o n g p o i n t . " H e a d d s : " T h e great S o u t h A f r i c a n 
r iver b e i n g ca l led t h e Vaal, i.e. t h e V a l l e y , b y t h e 
D u t c h , is e x a c t l y parallel t o t h e der ivat i on o f N e n e f r o m 
N a n t . " T h e n a m e N e n e , M o r t o n says, is used in a t e n t h 
c e n t u r y charter . I n o ld m a p s I find t h e N e n e is s ome -
t imes w r i t t e n N e a n e , w h e r e w e g e t t h e A, a n d this he lps 
us o n t o N a n t . 

T h a t a r iver s h o u l d h a v e one n a m e at its m o u t h , a n d 
another u p c o u n t r y , is qu i te a c o m m o n th ing . I h a v e 
b e e n at t h e t r o u b l e o f h u n t i n g u p about 4 5 0 n a m e d 
r ivers o f E n g l a n d , and find m a n y instances o f this , e.g. 
Thames - I s i s , H u m b e r - O u s e - U r e , I t c h e n - A l r e , &c. 

As to towns in Britain being named from rivers, in 
Roman times, Isca Silurum, on the Isca, or Usk; Der-
ventio, on the Derventio, or Derwent, might be cited. 

That the Britons had a fort on the site of North-
ampton Castle seems probable, from its commanding 
position at the confluence of two streams, and from 
British pottery having been found there, as Mr. S. Sharp 
informs me 

I much fear that I have written at too great length, 
but it is a suggestive subject, and full of matter. I had 
intended to have done a good deal of research in the 
British Museum and elsewhere, but have been quite 
prevented, by having had the superintendence of the 
diggings in the Ostorian Camp of Irchester, for the last 
seven weeks. 
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I h o p e i t w i l l b e u n d e r s t o o d that , t h o u g h I d o n o t 
m e a n t o g i v e u p t h e theor i es I have p r o p o u n d e d in th is 
paper , in a h u r r y ; y e t I s u b m i t t h e m w i t h all de ference , 
a n d in d u e humi l i ty , t o t h o s e w h o k n o w m o r e t h a n I d o 
o f the Sc i ence o f Archaeo log ica l Research . 




