
THE HISTORY OF CASTLE ASHBY.1 

By R. G. SCRIVEN. 

The history o f Castle A s h b y has already received con-
siderable attention. Bridges wrote a sketch o f i t for his 
History of Northamptonshire, and Baker afterwards wrote 
a full and detai led account, w h i c h was publ ished in 
Robinson's Vitruvius Britannicus. More lately Mr. S. S. 
Campion has written an Historical and descriptive 
sketch of the Castle and Grounds, with Biographical 
Notices of the Northampton and Compton Peerages, 
which is publ ished b y Messrs. Taylor and Son, N o r -
thampton. I n o w propose t o g ive a short sketch o f the 
early history of Castle A s h b y , condensed mainly from 
Mr. Baker 's valuable monograph ; a descriptive history 
o f the mansion and church, der ived f rom various sources ; 
and an account of the planting and other improve-
ments in the garden and parks, taken from the estate 
accounts, and corroborated b y m a n y interesting particulars 
handed d o w n b y tradition, and k ind ly furnished t o m e b y 
L o r d and L a d y A l w y n e Compton . 

Castle A s h b y is first ment ioned as " Aseb i , " in the 
t ime of E d w a r d the Confessor, w h e n it was rated t o the 
value of 20s. yearly. T h e name of its Saxon lord is no t 
recorded. A t the t i m e of the Domesday Survey , it was 
held b y H u g h under the Countess Judi th , to w h o m it 
was presented b y her uncle W i l l i a m the Conqueror , 
t oge ther w i th immense estates in other parts o f the 
country . T h e estates of the Countess Jud i th afterwards 
const i tuted the honor of H u n t i n g d o n , and on the distri-
but ion among the coheirs, consequent on t h e failure of 
the Scotch line of the earldom, the feudal service of 
this manor was inc luded in the purparty of H e n r y de 
Hast ings , ancestor o f the Earl o f Pembroke . Var ious 
owners seem to have succeeded H u g h as lord of t h e 

,1 Read at Castle Ashby, August 2nd, 1878. 
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m a n o r o f " A s e b i , " or E s s e b y , b u t no regular o rder o f 
success ion can b e t raced unt i l t h e re ign o f H e n r y I I I , 
w h e n D a v i d d e E s s e b y was lord. T h i s D a v i d , a c c o r d i n g 
t o Baker , was p r o b a b l y a n a t i v e of, and cer ta in ly d e s i g -
na ted f r om, t h e v i l lage o f w h i c h h e was lord , a n d t h e 
v i l lage w a s also i n d e b t e d t o h i m for i ts f irst d i s t inc t ive 
name , b e i n g cal led f o r s o m e t i m e after in legal d o c u m e n t s 
b y t h e n a m e o f A s h b y D a v i d . 

D a v i d d e E s s e b y f o r f e i t ed his lands in t h e re ign o f 
K i n g J o h n , f or adherence t o t h e b a r o n s ; b u t in 1st 
H e n r y IIT ( 1 2 1 7 ) a w r i t was d i rec ted t o F u l k e d e 
B r e a u t t o res tore t h e lands o f D a v i d de Asseb i , on his 
re turn t o f ea l ty and t h e service o f t h e k i n g ; and in 3rd 
H e n r y I I I ( 1 2 1 9 ) h e had t h e h o n o u r o f b e i n g one o f 
three ind iv idua ls t o w h o m t h e c u s t o d y o f the lands o f his 
p a r a m o u n t lord , t h e late Ear l D a v i d , w e r e c o m m i t t e d 
d u r i n g t h e roya l pleasure. W e d o n o t hear o f h i m again 
unt i l a b o u t 1242 , w h e n , in t h e T e s t a d e Nev i l l , D a v i d d e 
E s s e b y is cert i f ied t o h o l d one fee in E s s e b y and 
G r e n d o n , o f t h e fees o f t h e h o n o r o f H u n t i n g d o n , o f t h e 
p u r p a r t y o f H e n r y Hast ings . A l i t t le later he is re -
p o r t e d t o h a v e t a k e n part w i t h his son S t e p h e n in t h e 
r is ing o f the barons against t h e k i n g , and t o h a v e been , 
w i t h t h e Earl o f G louces ter , at t h e B a t t l e o f L e w e s , 
w h e r e t h e royal a r m y was d e f e a t e d and t h e k i n g t a k e n 
prisoner . T h e n e x t year , h o w e v e r , P r i n c e E d w a r d raised 
an a r m y and d e f e a t e d t h e barons at E v e s h a m , a f ter 
w h i c h t h e lands o f t h e o f f end ing barons a n d the i r a d -
herents w e r e conf iscated , and a m o n g s t t h e m t h e lands o f 
D a v i d d e Esseby . D a v i d , h o w e v e r , is said t o h a v e e n -
feo f fed Moef in , the J e w o f t h e m a n o r o f A s h b y , s o m e 
t i m e be fore this , w h o h a d enfeo f fed Alan la Z o u c h and 
E l e n a his wi fe , so t h a t w h e n in 1268 t h e conf iscated 
lands c a m e t o b e r e d e e m e d , there w e r e t w o appl i cants for 
t h e m — I s a b e l l a , as d a u g h t e r o f S t e p h e n , t h e son o f 
D a v i d d e E s s e b y (bo th D a v i d and S t e p h e n h a v i n g d i e d 
in t h e m e a n t i m e ) , a n d A l a n la Z o u c h , as o w n e r o f t h e 
lands b y purchase . A l a n la Z o u c h w a s con f i rmed in t h e 
possess ion o f t h e lands after cons iderable l i t igat ion, and 
d i e d shor t l y after in 1269 ; b u t Elena , his wi fe , w h o was 
j o i n t l y enfeo f fed w i t h h i m in t h e manor , s u r v i v e d h i m for 
m a n y years, a n d g a v e t h e m a n o r t o her y o u n g e r son, 
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Ol iver la Z o u c h , w h o in 1295 was cert i f ied t o h o l d 
one fee in E s s e b y , and par t o f G r e n d o n , in W y m e r s l y 
h u n d r e d o f J o h n d e Hast ings . T h e Z o u c h e s , h o w e v e r , 
d i d n o t cont inue l o n g in t h e possess ion o f t h e manor , 
f or early in t h e n e x t c entury , w e find i t in t h e possess ion 
o f W a l t e r d e L a n g t o n , B i s h o p o f C o v e n t r y and Lichf ie ld , 
w h o , in 1306 , had l i cence t o e m b a t t l e his mans ions at 
Beauderse t m Staf fordshire , A s h b y D a v i d , a n d e lsewhere . 
T h e w o r d s o f t h e record are " Kerne l la re m a n s u m s u u m , " 
a n d are interesting· as giving· t h e first h in t o f t h e castel -

Ο Ο # Ο 
l a ted b u i l d i n g w h i c h ex i s ted here at t h a t t ime , and f r o m 
w h i c h t h e parish u l t i m a t e l y t o o k t h e n a m e o f Cast le 
A s h b y . T h e b i shop had e x t e n s i v e possessions in th is and 
o ther count ies , a n d was also Treasurer o f the E x c h e q u e r , 
in which capac i ty he g a v e o f fence t o t h e P r i n c e o f W a l e s , 
w h o was o f d isso lute and e x p e n s i v e habits , b y re fus ing t o 
advance t o h i m o u t o f t h e E x c h e q u e r m o r e t h a n t h e 
l imi ted w e e k l y a l l owance ass igned h i m b y t h e k i n g . A 
quarrel ensued , in wh i ch t h e k i n g t o o k t h e part o f his 
minister , banished t h e pr ince f r o m court , a n d w o u l d n o t 
suffer h i m t o enter his presence unt i l he had m a d e satis-
fact ion. T h e b ishop , h o w e v e r , h a d soon cause t o regret 
th is quarrel w i t h t h e heir t o t h e throne , as on t h e acces -
sion o f t h e P r i n c e o f W a l e s as E d w a r d I I , h e w e n t t h r o u g h 
m a n y v ic iss i tudes o f fortune . W e find h i m first d e p r i v e d 
o f his off ice, his lands seized, a n d h imse l f impr i soned in 
W i n d s o r Cast le , a n d a f te rwards in t h e T o w e r , where he 
r emained for f our y e a r s — t h e n again res tored t o f avour in 
1311 , w h e n he was l iberated a n d his lands res tored , a n d 
h imse l f r eappo in ted Treasurer o f t h e E x c h e q u e r — a n d 
again v e r y shor t ly a f terwards d i s charged f r o m his o f f i ce 
by the Barons , w h o had b e c o m e a l l -power fu l , e x c o m m u n i -
c a t e d b y t h e A r c h b i s h o p o f C a n t e r b u r y , a n d o b l i g e d t o 
l eave t h e c o u n t r y t o appeal t o t h e P o p e . H e d i e d in 
1321 , b u t he h a d prev ious ly g i v e n t h e M a n o r o f A s h b y 
t o his sister A l i ce , w h o s e h u s b a n d , R o b e r t Pevere l , in 9 t h 
E d w a r d I I , 1315 , was cert i f ied t o b e lord. H e r h u s b a n d 
d ied , a n d she marr ied T h o m a s V e r d o n , and d i e d in 1349 , 
l eav ing J o h n Pevere l , h e r g r a n d s o n and heir , a g e d n ine-
teen , w h o , d y i n g in t h e same year , was s u c c e e d e d in his 
inher i tance b y his o n l y sister a n d heiress, M a r g a r e t , w i f e 
o f Sir W i l l i a m d e la Po l e . A t th is t i m e w e h a v e t h e first 
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m e n t i o n o f t h e n a m e o f Cast le A s h b j , in a d e e d b y w h i c h 
· ' W i l l i e l m u s d e la Po l e , miles, d o m i n u s d e Castel A s s h e -
b y , " a n d M a r g a r e t his w i f e c o n v e y e d a w a y t h e manors o f 
B r i n g t o n a n d A s h l e y . T h e d e e d is d a t e d at Caste l 
A s s h e b y in 1358 , b u t t h e n a m e o f A s h b y D a v i d c o n t i n u e d 
t o b e used occas ional ly as late as t h e re ign o f E l i zabeth . 
T h e p r o p e r t y d e s c e n d e d in d u e order t o J o h n d e la Pole , 
son o f W i l l i a m and Margare t , a n d f r o m h i m t o his d a u g h t e r 
and heiress, J o a n , w h o was also L a d y C o b h a m in r i g h t o f 
her mother , b u t f r o m this po in t t h e success ion b e c o m e s 
c o m p l i c a t e d b y a great n u m b e r o f marriages, J oan h a v i n g 
f ive husbands , wh i l e Isabel la, w h o as w i f e o f J o h n P e v e r e l 
h a d also a c la im o n t h e proper ty , h a d four . H o w e v e r , 
Isabel la marr ied for her f o u r t h husband , Sir G e r a r d d e 
B r a y b r o o k e , a n d J o a n marr ied for her second h u s b a n d his 
y o u n g e r brother , Sir R e g i n a l d B r a y b r o o k e , and b y a j o i n t 
d e e d d a t e d at A s h b y D a v i d , t h e cast le and manors o f 
A s h b y a n d C h a d s t o n e w e r e entai led u p o n t h e B r a y b r o o k e s , 
b y w h o m t h e p r o p e r t y was finally so ld t o the f a m i l y o f 
G r e y d e R u t h i n in 1424. 

I d o n o t propose t o g o part i cu lar ly in to t h e h is tory o f t h e 
n e x t h u n d r e d years , w h i c h w e r e f o r Cast le A s h b y m e r e l y 
a p e r i o d o f decay . T h e fami ly o f G r e y d e R u t h i n h a d 
the ir patr imonia l res idence at the n e i g h b o u r i n g v i l lage o f 
Y a r d l e y H a s t i n g s , a n d a l lowed t h e o ld cast le at Cast le 
A s h b y t o fall i n t o ruins. The ir o w n f o r t u n e also w a s 
w a s t e d b y t h e heedless e x t r a v a g a n c e o f the ir successor , 
R i chard , t h i r d Ear l o f K e n t , w h o in 1505 so ld t h e m a n o r 
a n d a d v o w s o n o f A s h b y D a v y t o Sir J o h n H u s s e y , w h o , 
in 1512 , reso ld i t w i t h a large q u a n t i t y o f l and ad jo in ing 
to W i l l i a m C o m p t o n , Esq . , a f terwards Sir W i l l i a m C o m p -
ton. T h e t i t l e was , h o w e v e r , d i s p u t e d o n t h e g r o u n d 
t h a t R i c h a r d Ear l o f K e n t h a d no r i ght t o a l ienate t h e 
p r o p e r t y , and it was n o t u n t i l 1573 t h a t t h e C o m p t o n s 
b e c a m e peaceab ly and i n d i s p u t a b l y possessed o f t h e m a n o r 
w h i c h has c o n t i n u e d in t h e f ami ly unt i l t h e present t ime . 

I h a v e s h o w n t h a t t h e o ld cast le p r o b a b l y fel l i n t o 
ruins soon after t h e p r o p e r t y c a m e in to t h e hands o f the 
fami ly o f G r e y d e R u t h i n . L e l a n d t h u s descr ibes i t 
shor t ly a f terwards , " A l m o s t in t h e m i d d l e w a y b e t w i x t e 
W e l l i n g b o r o w a n d N o r t h a m p t o n I passed A s h e b y m o r e 
than a mi le o f on t h e le f t hand , w h e r hath b e e n a castle 
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t h a t n o w is c lene d o w n , and is m a d e b u t a s e p t u m for 
bes tes . " 

Sir W i l l i a m C o m p t o n leased i t in 1522 for s i x t y one 
years t o G e o r g e Car le ton , and i t is descr ibed in a s u r v e y 
o f 1565 as " t h e m a n o r and farm o f A s h e b y D a v i d , w i t h 
all t h e desmesne lands, w h e r e u n t o per ta ine th the o ld 
ru ined cast le and a b u i l d i n g cal led le P o r t e r ' s L o d g e or 
le G a t e h o u s e , " a n d an enc losure cal led t h e " Caste l l 
Y a r d e , " conta in ing b y es t imat ion t w o acres o f pasture 
w o r t h 2s. 6d. each year ly . I m a y m e n t i o n here t h a t a 
p iece o f mass ive f o u n d a t i o n f r o m t h e corner o f an o ld 
b u i l d i n g w a s f o u n d in r e m o v i n g t h e earth for t h e n e w 
g a r d e n levels in 1860 , w h i c h m a y h a v e b e l o n g e d t o t h e 
o ld castle , b u t w i t h th is d o u b t f u l e x c e p t i o n n o t race o f 
i t remains. 

T h e lease e x p i r e d in 1583 , a n d B a k e r fixes t h e date o f 
t h e c o m m e n c e m e n t o f t h e present mansion b e t w e e n t h a t 
t i m e and 1589 , w h e n H e n r y L o r d C o m p t o n died. T h a t 
H e n r y L o r d C o m p t o n b e g a n t h e b u i l d i n g is certain f r o m 
t h e f o l l o w i n g m e n t i o n o f i t in C a m d e n ' s Britannia, " F r o m 
h e n c e N e n e m a k e t h haste a w a y b y Cast le A s h b e y , w h e r e 
H e n r y L o r d C o m p t o n began t o bu i ld a faire s tate ly 
h o u s e ; " b u t i t m a y poss ib ly h a v e been earlier t h a n t h e 
exp i ra t i on of t h e lease, as t h e arms o f his first wi fe , L a d y 
F r a n c e s H a s t i n g s , d a u g h t e r o f t h e Ear l o f H u n t i n g d o n , 
appear w i t h his in t h e spandri l o f t h e n o r t h d o o r w a y 
o f t h e wes tern t o w e r l ead ing i n t o t h e inner court . 
H o w e v e r this m a y be, t h e b u i l d i n g was c o n t i n u e d b y 
W i l l i a m , t h e s e c o n d L o r d C o m p t o n , t o w h o m i t was one 
o f t h e special requests o f his wi fe , t h e rich heiress o f Sir 
J o h n Spencer , that he w o u l d " bui ld u p A s h b y h o u s e . " 
T h e original b u i l d i n g cons is ted o f three sides, and w a s 
p r o b a b l y c o m p l e t e w h e n K i n g J a m e s and his q u e e n 
v i s i ted i t in 1605 , t h e cloisters and gal lery on t h e 
s o u t h s ide w h i c h c loses t h e quadrang le and s o m e con -
s iderable por t i on o f t h e east f r ont h a v i n g been d e s i g n e d 
a n d a d d e d b y I n i g o J o n e s a f e w years later. B r i d g e s d e -
scribes t h e b u i l d i n g as f o l l ows : " I t was finished in 1624 , 
t h e s ides t o t h e n o r t h and east w e r e d e s i g n e d b y I n i g o 
Jones . T h a t on t h e east w a s or ig inal ly open w i t h c loisters 
t o t h e garden , b u t t h e y are n o w filled up. W i t h i n t h e 
q u a d r a n g l e o n t h e southern side is a cloister, and at t h e 
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east e n d is a h a n d s o m e chapel . T h i s w i n g is a d o r n e d w i t h 
t h e f ami ly crests, m a n y mi l i tary trophies , and o t h e r 
ens igns o f honour . A t t w o o f t h e corners is a h i g h small 
t o w e r , w i t h these w o r d s , N i s i D o m i n u s , at t h e t o p , and 
on t h e b a t t l e m e n t s runn ing r o u n d t h e eastern s ide in 
g r e a t le t ters o f s tone , is th is verse o f t h e P s a l m s : NISI 
DOMINVS AEDIFICAVERIΓ DOMVM IN VANVM LABORAVER-
VNT QUI AEDIFICANT EAM, and th is conc ludes w i t h t h e 
date , 1624. A n s w e r i n g t o i t on t h e o t h e r s ide is a l ike 
verse . " I m u s t h o w e v e r t a k e e x c e p t i o n t o B r i d g e s ' s tate -
m e n t , t h a t t h e east s ide was or ig inal ly o p e n w i t h c lo isters 
t o t h e g a r d e n as b e i n g o f d o u b t f u l accuracy . B r i d g e s does 
n o t s tate f r o m w h a t source he d e r i v e d his in format ion , 
w h i c h is ent i re ly u n c o r r o b o r a t e d b y a n y t h i n g I h a v e b e e n 
able t o d iscover . T h e appearance o f arches over t h e w i n -
d o w s o n t h e east s ide m i g h t at t h e first g lance g i v e some 
c red i t t o t h e idea, b u t a m o r e c lose inspec t i on wi l l s h o w 
t h a t t h e m o u l d i n g s o f t h e arches are c o n t i n u e d d o w n t h e 
perpendicu lars o f t h e w i n d o w s u n d e r n e a t h t h e m , w i t h o u t 
a n y a p p a r e n t break , a n d there is no def ini te l ine o f 
separat ion b e t w e e n the m a s o n r y o f the piers o n w h i c h 
t h e arches rest, and t h e wal l b e t w e e n t h e m , w h i c h w o u l d 
p r o b a b l y h a v e b e e n t h e case i f t h e y had b e e n filled u p at 
a later date . I there fore o n l y g i v e Br idges ' s ta tement for 
w h a t i t is w o r t h . 

In Colin Campbell's Vitruvius Britannicus, published 
in 1731 , is an e levat ion o f t h e south f r o n t and t w o 
plans o f t h e house. T h e s e h o w e v e r d o n o t require m u c h 
c o m m e n t . T h e e levat ion seems t o h a v e b e e n t a k e n 
f r o m I n i g o Jones ' or iginal des ign for t h e a l terat ion o f 
t h e house , and t h e author does n o t seem t o h a v e t a k e n 
t h e t r oub le t o c ompare i t w i t h t h e actual state o f t h e 
house , or he w o u l d h a v e ind i ca ted t h a t a great part o f t h e 
d e s i g n w a s n e v e r carried out . I t i n v o l v e d n o t o n l y t h e 
c o n n e c t i n g c lo ister and gal lery , b u t an a lmost ent ire 
re cons t ruc t i on o f t h e t w o wings , w h i c h h o w e v e r sti l l 
remain in the ir original state. T h e plans s h o w t h e house 
in v e r y m u c h its present state , w i t h one i m p o r t a n t 
e x c e p t i o n , t h a t there was an o p e n c o u r t y a r d d e e p l y 
recessed o n t h e n o r t h front , w h i c h h o w e v e r w a s filled u p 
in 1720 , or t en years be fore t h e d a t e o f pub l i cat ion o f 
Campbe l l ' s Vitruvius. I find in s o m e o ld estate a c c o u n t s 
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t h e f o l l o w i n g entr ies w h i c h re fer t o th is a l terat ion. 
O c t o b e r 3rd t o N o v e m b e r 21st , 1719 , t e n m e n e m p l o y e d 
" b u i l d i n g a n e w b o w w i n d o w t o t h e h o u s e , " and again 
f r o m M a r c h 1720 , t o F e b r u a r y 1722 , or a b o u t t w o 
years, f our teen m e n w e r e e m p l o y e d a lmost c o n s t a n t l y 
" b u i l d i n g part o f t h e nor th f r o n t o f t h e h o u s e . " T h i s 
a l terat ion was v e r y ski l fu l ly m a d e , and t h e m a s o n r y so 
care fu l ly cop ied , t h a t i t w o u l d escape observat i on i f n o t 
special ly p o i n t e d out . 

T h e n e x t a l terat ion o f any i m p o r t a n c e was m a d e in 
1771 . t o t h e great hall. T h e hall h a d p r o b a b l y or ig inal ly 
an o p e n t i m b e r roof , and is s h o w n in s o m e o l d pa int ings 
w i t h a h i g h p i t c h e d gable , e l eva ted a b o v e t h e rest o f t h e 
bu i ld ing . I find, o n t h e 1st J u n e , 1771 , s o m e m e n e m -
p l o y e d in " ass ist ing in t a k i n g d o w n t h e g r e a t hal l , " a n d 
on the 1st D e c e m b e r , 1772 , " c l e a r i n g t h e g r e a t hal l f or 
flooring," and in 1774 a bi l l was pa id o f £ 4 5 12s. 6d. , f or 
n e w r o o f t o g reat hall , t h o u g h t h e w o r k was d o n e m o s t 
probab ly soon after t h e t a k i n g d o w n o f t h e o ld one. T h e 
n e w r o o f was m a d e t o t h e same leve l as t h e rest o f t h e 
house , w i t h a p o o r plaster cei l ing u n d e r it . T h e ce i l ing 
has b e e n re cent ly taken d o w n , a n d t h e hall is n o w again 
in process o f reconstruct ion . T h e o n l y o t h e r i m p o r t a n t 
a l terat ion t o t h e ex ter i o r was t h e add i t i on o f t h e t h i r d 
t e x t , BEATI OMNES QUI TIMENT, &c., r u n n i n g r o u n d 
t h e n o r t h side, w h i c h was a d d e d b y S p e n c e r J o s h u a A l -
w y n e , s e cond Marquis , and w h i c h bears t h e d a t e 1827. 
T h e house conta ins a large n u m b e r o f va luable pa int ings 
and w o r k s o f art, c o l l e c t ed b y t h e success ive nob le pro -
prietors. 

T h e parish church , w h i c h is s i tuated in t h e g r o u n d s 
i m m e d i a t e l y ad jo in ing t h e castle, f o r m i n g a c h a r m i n g 
f o r e g r o u n d t o t h e landscape , wi l l b e f o u n d o f cons iderable 
interest t o t h e archaeologist. I t consists o f a nave , nor th 
and s o u t h aisles, and porches , a chancel , l a d y chapel , and 
a small e m b a t t l e d t o w e r , c on ta in ing five bells. I t is g e n -
erally cons idered as d e d i c a t e d t o St . M a r y M a g d a l e n e , as 
t h e feast f o l l ows t h a t d a y , b u t B r i d g e s says, w i t h o u t 
g i v i n g his author i ty , t h a t i t o u g h t " m o r e proper ly t o 
f o l l o w Nicho las t h e B i s h o p . " T h e nor th p o r c h is t h e 
o ldes t part o f the bu i ld ing , a n d has a lways b e e n a c r u x 
t o archaeologists, c o m b i n i n g , as i t does , t h e late N o r m a n 
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z igzag w i t h t h e E a r l y E n g l i s h d o g t o o t h . I n t h e op in ion 
o f Mr . E d m u n d Sharpe , o f Lancaster , q u o t e d in M r . 
Taylor ' s p a m p h l e t , t h e d o o r w a y is transit ional , whi le , on 
t h e o t h e r hand , i t is s u g g e s t e d t h a t i t w a s or ig ina l ly pure 
N o r m a n , a n d t h a t t h e d o g t o o t h o r n a m e n t has been sub -
sequent ly c u t u p o n t h e square m o u l d i n g s o f t h e N o r m a n 
arch. H o w e v e r th is m a y be , t h e arch is p r o b a b l y par t o f 
an o lder c h u r c h at Cast le A s h b y or e lsewhere , and w a s 
rebui l t in i ts present pos i t ion at t h e t i m e of t h e bu i ld ing 
o f t h e n o r t h aisle. O v e r i t is a parvise , w i t h t h e remains 
o f a staircase c o m m u n i c a t i n g w i t h t h e church , in w h i c h 
l ived , so late as 1624 , a c c o r d i n g t o loca l t rad i t i on , an o l d 
w o m a n , w h o w a s t h e first t o d i s cover t h e fire w h i c h d e -
s t r o y e d part o f t h e mans ion in t h a t year . T h e n o r t h aisle 
is o f t h e D e c o r a t e d per iod , t h e w i n d o w s at each e n d o f i t 
b e i n g s ingular ly beautiful .1 T h e small chape l at t h e east 
e n d o f t h e aisle w a s or ig inal ly separated f r o m i t b y a 
screen, s o m e f r a g m e n t s o f w h i c h remained at t h e c o m -
m e n c e m e n t o f t h e present century . T h e remainder , and 
larger part o f t h e church , t h e nave and chancel , w i t h t h e 
south aisle a n d t h e t o w e r , is in g o o d P e r p e n d i c u l a r w o r k 
o f an early per iod . I s h o u l d here n o t i c e t h a t t h e small 
n i che in t h e wal l o f t h e s o u t h aisle is n o t part o f t h e 
or ig inal fabric , h a v i n g been b r o u g h t f r o m one o f t h e 
n e i g h b o u r i n g vi l lages , a b o u t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e present 
century . I n t h e chance l is a fine brass, w h i c h • is d e -
scr ibed in H u d s o n ' s M o n u m e n t a l Brasses o f N o r t h a m p -
tonshire . I t represents t h e figure o f an ecclesiastic , 
w e a r i n g a cope , a n d bear ing on his breast t h e arms, a 
saltire, o n a ch ie f a l ion p a s s a n t ; on t h e c o p e are t h e 
figures o f ten saints, w i t h the i r e m b l e m s and names 
w r i t t e n in G o t h i c c h a r a c t e r s — o n t h e r i g h t side, St . 
Pe ter , St . Pau l , St . A n d r e w , S t . N icho las , and St . L a w -
rence ; a n d o n t h e le f t , St . A n n a , St . Cather ine , St . 
M a r g a r e t , St . M a r y M a g d a l e n e , a n d St . Elena. 

Mr . H u d s o n n o t e s t h a t i t h a d or ig inal ly f our shields, 
one at each corner o f t h e slab, a n d was s u r r o u n d e d b y a 
marginal inscr ipt ion, all o f w h i c h , h o w e v e r , have b e e n ab -
s tracted , a n d t h e figure a lone remains in per f e c t preserva-
t i on , t o t es t i f y t o t h e pr ist ine b e a u t y o f t h e who le . T h e 

1 The eastern window has lately been the Ascension, painted by Lady Marian 
filled up with stained glass, representing Alford. 
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loss o f the inscr ipt ion is t h e m o r e t o b e regre t ted , as i t 
w o u l d poss ib ly h a v e t h r o w n s o m e l i g h t u p o n t h e d a t e o f 
t h e bui ld ing . T h e figure is ident i f i ed b y t h e arms as 
t h a t o f W i l l i a m E y r e m y n , w h o w a s rec tor o f t h e par i sh 
f r o m L367 t o 1401 , and I w o u l d v e n t u r e t o s u g g e s t t h a t 
t h e Perpend i cu lar part o f the church m a y h a v e b e e n c o m -
p le ted d u r i n g his l o n g i n c u m b e n c y , and t h a t t h e brass 
was laid in t h e chance l par t l y in c o m m e m o r a t i o n o f t h e 
event . 

O n t h e floor o f t h e L a d y Chape l is a v e r y in teres t ing 
m o n u m e n t a l e f f igy o f ear ly date , w h i c h is v e r y fu l ly d e -
scribed in Hartshorne's Recumbent Monumental Effigies 
of Northamptonshire, a n d is a t t r ibuted b y Mr . H a r t s h o r n e 
t o D a v i d d e E s s e b y , w h o has b e e n a l ready m e n t i o n e d as 
l o rd o f t h e m a n o r in t h e early par t o f t h e th i r teenth cen-
tury . T h e e f f igy , w h i c h is t h a t o f a k n i g h t in a c lose ly 
fitting suit o f r ing mail , ca rved in h i g h l y po l i shed P u r b e c k 
marble , or ig inal ly lay on an altar t o m b under t h e arch 
b e t w e e n t h e chancel and t h e L a d y Chapel , b u t was re-
m o v e d t o its present pos i t ion w h e n t h e c h u r c h w a s restored. 
T h e c h u r c h also conta ins some v e r y beaut i fu l m o d e r n 
m o n u m e n t s . T h e earliest, in m e m o r y o f Margaret , wi fe o f 
Spencer t h e s e c o n d Marquis , w h o d ied in 1830 is b y 
Tenerani o f R o m e , as is also t h e fine ange l figure u n d e r 
t h e t o w e r arch, e rec ted in m e m o r y o f Spencer , s e cond 
Marquis , w h o d ied in 1851 , b y his son t h e late M a r q u i s 
o f N o r t h a m p t o n . T h e v e r y beaut i fu l m o n u m e n t w h i c h is 
p la ced u n d e r a recessed arch in the wal l of t h e n o r t h 
aisle in m e m o r y o f L a d y M a r g a r e t L e v e s o n C o w e r , is b y 
B a r o n Maroche t t i , and was one o f his latest works . 

T h e church, w h i c h has recent ly been v e r y c o m p l e t e l y 
restored , also contains t h e fine o a k pu lp i t w h i c h was v e r y 
p r o b a b l y d e s i g n e d b y I n i g o Jones . 

H a v i n g n o w descr ibed t h e pr incipal ob j e c t s o f interest 
t o t h e s t u d e n t o f arch i tec ture in Cast le A s h b y , a br ie f 
s k e t c h shall b e g i v e n o f t h e var ious alterat ions w h i c h 
h a v e been m a d e f r o m t i m e t o t i m e in the gardens and 
park surround ing t h e mansion. A l t h o u g h t h e house was 
finished in 1624 , i t seems hard ly l ike ly t h a t m u c h pro -
gress w a s m a d e in l a y i n g o u t t h e grounds , o w i n g t o t h e 
d i s turbed s tate o f t h e c o u n t r y f r o m t h e c ivi l w a r w h i c h 
b r o k e o u t soon a f terwards . T h e C o m p t o n s suf fered m u c h 
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in t h e roya l cause, o f w h i c h t h e y w e r e ardent supporters , 
a n d s e e m at t h a t t i m e a n d for s o m e years a f ter t h e re -
s torat ion t o h a v e m a d e the i r chie f res idence at C o m p t o n 
W y n y a t e s , w h e r e t h e y rebui l t t h e c h u r c h in 1663. W e 
find t h e m , h o w e v e r , r e turn ing t o A s h b y t o w a r d s t h e e n d 
o f t h e c e n t u r y , and, in c o m m o n w i t h m a n y o f t h e l and -
o w n e r s o f t h e t ime , inspired w i t h t h e l ove o f i m p r o v e m e n t , 
w h i c h t h e pub l i ca t i on o f E v e l y n ' s Silva in 1664 h a d d o n e 
so m u c h t o p r o m o t e . E v e l y n h imse l f v i s i ted Cast le A s h b y 
in 1688, and g i v e s an amus ing a c c o u n t o f his v is i t , w h i c h 
does n o t seem t o h a v e b e e n a pleasant one. H e was 
s t a y i n g w i t h L a d y Spencer , w h o d r o v e h i m over f r o m 
A l t h o r p . H e says, " M y l a d y carried us t o see L o r d 
N o r t h a m p t o n ' s seat, a v e r y s t r o n g large house , bu i l t w i t h 
stone , n o t a l t o g e t h e r modern . T h e y w e r e en larg ing t h e 
garden , in w h i c h was n o t h i n g extraord inary , e x c e p t t h e 
i r on g a t e o p e n i n g in to t h e park , w h i c h indeede w a s v e r y 
g o o d w o r k e , w r o u g h t in flowers pa inted w i t h b lue a n d 
g i lded . T h e r e is a nob le w a l k o f e lms t o w a r d s t h e f r ont 
o f t h e house b y t h e b o w l i n g greene . 1 was n o t in a n y 
r o o m e o f t h e house bes ides a l o b b y l o o k i n g into t h e 
garden , w h e r e m y L o r d and his n e w C o u n t e s s e enter -
ta ined the C o u n t e s s e and her daughter, the Countesse o f 
A r r a n , with so l i t t le good g race and so d u l l y that our 
v is i te was v e r y short , and so w e r e t u r n e d to Althorp, 12 
miles d i s tant . " Th is was in t h e t i m e o f G e o r g e , f o u r t h 
Ear l o f N o r t h a m p t o n , w h o w a s u n d e r age w h e n he suc -
c e e d e d his fa ther in 1 681. T h e " noble w a l k o f e lms, " o f 
w h i c h E v e l y n speaks , is no part o f t h e present avenue , 
w h i c h was n o t t h e n p lanted . G e o r g e , f o u r t h Earl , d i d a 
g r e a t dea l f or t h e i m p r o v e m e n t o f t h e place , and I a m able 
f r o m t h e estate accounts , w h i c h w e r e v e r y c o m p l e t e l y 
k e p t , t o g i v e e x a c t detai ls o f t h e e m p l o y m e n t o f t h e 
labourers . 

T h e g r e a t a v e n u e was or ig inal ly a v e r y fine example . 
I t h a d f o u r r o w s o f trees on each s ide for t h e greater par t 
o f t h e d is tance , and the l ines w e r e p l a n t e d w i t h l imes a n d 
e lms a l ternate ly . T h e t w o o u t e r r o w s h a v e b e e n a lmost 
ent i re ly c u t a w a y , a n d t h e l imes, w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f 
s ix , h a v e b e e n c u t o u t o f t h e inner rows , so t h a t 
o n l y t h e e lms rerrfain. Bes ides t h e pr inc ipal avenue , 
three o thers w e r e p lanted in t h e f o l l o w i n g years , 1702 , 
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1706 , and 1709 . I n 1701 t h e m e n w e r e e m p l o y e d in 
" m a k i n g a n e w p o n d in P a r k e , " and in 1708 -9 l eve l l ing 
and wal l ing n e w k i t c h e n gardens , g r e e n h o u s e gardens , 
and a b o w l i n g green , w h i c h f o r m e d part o f a g reat g a r d e n 
e x t e n d i n g d o w n t h e p a r k far b e y o n d t h e boundar ies o f 
t h e present f l ower garden , and o f w h i c h t h e f o u n d a t i o n s 
n o w remain. A n o t h e r n e w p o n d w a s m a d e in 1 7 1 8 - 1 9 , 
and in 1723 w e have a v e r y interes t ing en t ry o f seven 
m e n " t a k i n g u p chesnuts in t h e nursery and p lant ing in 
P a r k , " w h i c h are probab ly t h e great horse - chesnuts n o w 
s tanding . I t m a y be interest ing t o s tate t h a t t h e w a g e s 
o f masons and carpenters at th is t i m e w e r e 14d. per d a y ; 
o f labourers, 8d. ; w h e a t , a l u x u r y , w a s a b o u t 30s. per 
q u a r t e r ; bar ley , 16s . ; beans, 16s. ; oats , 12s . ; b u t t e r was 
5d. a p o u n d , and e g g s 4d. a dozen. 

A f t e r the d e a t h o f L o r d N o r t h a m p t o n in 1727 t h e 
w o r k came t o a pause, and h is successors seem to h a v e 
b e e n satisfied w i t h k e e p i n g u p w h a t h a d been a l ready 
done . I n 1760 , a v e r y c o m p l e t e s u r v e y was m a d e o f 
t h e parish w i t h an admirab le map. F r o m th is i t wi l l b e 
seen t h a t t h e f our g r e a t avenues e x t e n d e d south , east, 
w e s t and nor th , w i t h a series o f small p o n d s rather 
formal in outl ine. T h i s plan w a s p r o b a b l y m a d e pre -
paratory t o t h e n e x t g r e a t c h a n g e w h i c h was b e g u n 
a b o u t th is t i m e e i ther b y Charles , s eventh Ear l o f 
N o r t h a m p t o n , w h o d i e d in 1764 , or b y his i m m e d i a t e 
successor , Spencer , e i g h t h earl, f r o m t h e plans, and u n d e r 
t h e m a n a g e m e n t o f L a w r e n c e B r o w n , wel l k n o w n as 
Capab i l i ty B r o w n . A t th is t i m e t h e o ld wa l l ed g a r d e n 
w a s ent ire ly s w e p t away,, t h e t w o p o n d s k n o w n as the 
P a r k P o n d a n d the M e n a g e r i e P o n d , w e r e m a d e o u t o f 
t h e small p o n d s a l ready referred t o , and t h e w h o l e o f t h e 
p lantat ion w a l k s s u r r o u n d i n g t h e park w e r e laid o u t a n d 
p lanted . I t is r e c o r d e d t h a t t h e n e x t heir t o t h e 
p r o p e r t y , Charles, n in th E a r l and first Marquis , w h o was 
b o r n in 1760 , w a s f o r b i d d e n w h e n a b o y t o j u m p over 
t h e great cedar t ree w h i c h n o w stands in t h e plantation. 
T h e w o r k o f i m p r o v e m e n t h o w e v e r came t o a s u d d e n 
te rminat i on o w i n g t o t h e embarrassment caused b y t h e 
e x p e n s e a t t e n d i n g t h e great e lec t ion o f 1767 -8 , in w h i c h 
L o r d N o r t h a m p t o n w a s one o f t h e pr incipal movers . 
" C a p a b i l i t y " B r o w n was pa id for his w o r k b y t h e g i f t 
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o f a manor , one o f m a n y lost t o t h e fami ly at t h a t t ime , 
and a m o n g s t t h e papers at Cast le A s h b y is a cur ious 
m e m o r a n d u m o f l and at F e n n y C o m p t o n c o n v e y e d t o 
" L a w r e n c e B r o w n , Taste , esquire, in re turn for tas te , " 
b y S p e n c e r L o r d N o r t h a m p t o n . 

L o r d N o r t h a m p t o n w e n t abroad soon after , a n d re -
s ided for t h e remainder o f his l i fe in Swi tzer land , and 
t h e t rustees in w h o m t h e p r o p e r t y was v e s t e d h a d 
e n o u g h t o d o t o m a k e b o t h ends m e e t , w i t h o u t under -
t a k i n g a n y expenses w h i c h w e r e n o t abso lute ly necessary. 
N o t h i n g o f a n y consequence was, there fore , d o n e unt i l 
t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e present c entury , w h e n Charles , 9 t h 
Ear l and 1st M a r q u i s o f N o r t h a m p t o n , came t o t h e pos -
session o f t h e estate. H e b e g a n t h e series o f p o n d s e x -
t e n d i n g a l o n g t h e n o r t h s ide o f t h e park , a n d p l a n t e d a 
g r e a t deal o f t i m b e r in t h a t d irect ion . Th is w o r k was 
also c o n t i n u e d b y his son, Spencer J o s h u a A l w y n e , 2 n d 
Marquis , b y w h o m it w a s c o m p l e t e d in its present f o rm. 
T h e i m m e d i a t e surround ings of t h e mansion, h o w e v e r , re -
m a i n e d as t h e y were l e f t b y Capab i l i ty B r o w n , unt i l t h e 
access ion t o the p r o p e r t y o f Charles Doug las , t h e 3rd 
a n d late M a r q u i s o f N o r t h a m p t o n , t o w h o m t h e p lace 
o w e s m u c h o f i ts magni f i cence . H e laid o u t t h e beaut i fu l 
gardens , which , r is ing terrace a b o v e terrace, f o r m so f i t -
t i n g a b a s e m e n t for the house ; and t h e ar rangement o f 
t h e f l ower b e d s is main ly f r o m his o w n design. H e 
also b r o u g h t f r o m R o m e t h e i r o n w o r k , w h i c h was m a d e 
i n t o t h e h a n d s o m e g a t e s fac ing t h e great avenue . H e 
m a d e a n e w k i t c h e n g a r d e n at a g rea ter d is tance f r o m t h e 
house , a n d on t h e site o f the o ld k i t c h e n g a r d e n he la id 
o u t a beaut i fu l w i n t e r garden , sur rounded b y cho i ce 
shrubs , a n d a d o r n e d b y n e w greenhouses , one o f w h i c h is 
p r o b a b l y one o f t h e finest bu i ld ings o f t h e k i n d in t h e 
k i n g d o m . H e m a d e n e w w a t e r w o r k s , t h o s e c o m p l e t e d in 
1700 h a v i n g b e c o m e insuff ic ient . H e also laid o u t a n d 
p l a n t e d t h e n e w park near t h e stat ion, and m a d e a g r e a t 
n u m b e r o f o ther i m p r o v e m e n t s on t h e estate , w h i c h wi l l 
furnish m u c h mater ial for t h e f u t u r e historian. 




