
M O N U M E N T A L B R A S S E S I N S H R O P S H I R E . 

By MILL STEPHENSON, B.A., E.S.A. 

[Read at Shrewsbury, July 25tli, 1894.] 

Shropshire, although large in area, does not contain 
many examples of this class of monument. Twenty 
brasses with effigies and one inscription with devices 
have been noticed, but others may still be found, especi-
ally in the remoter districts. 

The brasses of the county as at present known, may be 
roughly divided as follows :— 

Armed figures alone ... ... ... ... 1 
„ „ with ladies ... ... ... 4 

Civilians alone ... ... ... ... ... 3 
with ladies ... ... ... ... 5 

Ecclesiastics ... ... ... ... ... 4 
Ladies alone ... ... ... ... ... 2 
Miscellaneous ... ... ... ... ... 2 

21 

Inscriptions only are not included, some few are given, 
but the list is not complete. 

The effigies at Harley, Tong (Ralph Elcok, 1510), and 
Withington exhibit marked peculiarities and are probably 
the work of some local artists, possibly of a school of 
metal-workers established at Coventry in the adjoining-
county of Warwick during the latter half of the fifteenth 
century. Much of their work may be found in the counties 
of Northampton, Stafford, and Warwick. The fine brass 
at Acton Burnell may possibly belong to this class, but in 
this case a northern origin must be looked for, and in all 
probability it may be attributed to the earlier provincial 
school established either in Lincolnshire or Yorkshire, 
more probably the latter, at the close of the fourteenth 
century. Nothing is known of the history of these local 
engravers except in the case of Norwich where some trace 
of a family named Brazier, bellfounders and braziers, has 
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come down to us. At Upton Cressett on a late brass, 
1640, there occurs a maker's name, " B . Grigs, sculpsit," 
but this is the only instance which has been noticed in the 
county. 

The finest military figures are those at Acton Burnell 
to Sir' Nicholas Burnell, 1382, and at Tong to Sir 
William Vernon, constable of England, 1467. The later 
examples at Harley, c. 1475, and Withington, 1512, 
belong to the local school. At Adderley is a very late 
example of date 1560. 

The earliest figure of a civilian is that of William Mayn-
waryng, 1497, at Ightfield, all the other seven examples 
belong to the last half of the sixteenth century, and pre-
sent no points of interest. 

Of ecclesiastics there are four examples, but one, 
unidentified, either an abbot or a bishop, c. 1390, at 
Adderley, is of great interest. The mitred head and the 
inscription are unfortunately lost, the vestments are the 
amice, albe, dalmatic, maniple, and chasuble, but neither 
the tunic, stole, sandals, nor gloves appear. In the right 
hand is a crozier, and in the left a book. All attempts at 
identification have so far failed. At Tong is a small figure 
to Balph Elcok, 1510, a brother of the college, in cassock, 
surplice, and almuce This brass is of local origin, and 
the inscription is somewhat blundered. In the same 
church is a fine figure to Sir Arthur Vernon, warden of 
the college and rector of Whitchurch, 1517, representing 
him in the dress of a master of arts of the University of 
Cambridge. Above the figure is a pretty little chalice 
with a rayed wafer inscribed with the letters " Ihc." The 
last of the series is a figure in cassock, surplice, almuce, 
and cope, to Adam Graffton, " the most worshipful priest 
living in his days," but somewhat of a pluralist according 
to the inscription. Amongst his many preferments he was 
parson of Withington and was there buried in 1530. 

Of ladies alone there are two fine examples, one at 
Burford, unfortunately mutilated, to Dame Elizabeth 
Cornewavlle, c. 1370, and one at Ightfield to Dame 
Margery Calveley, widow of Bhilip Egerton, she died in 
1509, but the brass was engraved in her lifetime, c. 1495, 
after her marriage with her third husband, Sir Hugh 
Calveley. This brass has a fine triple canopy with a 
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curious figure of St. John the Baptist on the centre 
finial. 

Of ladies accompanying their husbands the fine figure 
of Lad}7 Vernon at Tong is a good example of a widow's 
costume. At Harley is an example of the butterfly head-
dress, but the rest of the series calls for no special com-
ment. At Edgmond is a curious brass to Francis Yonge, 
1533, representing him in a shroud, whilst his wife Anne, 
who predeceased him, is in ordinary attire. 

At Clun is an inscription, on a quadrangular plate, to 
Sir Eobert Howard, K.B., 1653, with a running pattern 
of flowers and leaves with various devices in the angles. 

Of canopies there are but two examples, at Acton Bur-
nell, 1382, and at Ightfield, c. 1495 ; the former is a 
single canopy of the cinquefoiled ogee shape, and is an 
early example of the use of groining, the head of the figure 
being carried into the midst of the groining. The latter 
is triple, but of debased character with much ornament 
and heavy crockets. 

Heraldry is well represented on the Yernon brasses at 
Tong; early examples of shields also occur at Burford, 
and at Edgmond there was until recently a shield bearing 
the emblems of the Passion. The arms of the town of 
Coventry appear on the Onley brass at Withington. 

An account of the brasses in the destroyed church of St, 
Alkmund, Shrewsbury, is attempted, principally drawn 
from Owen and Blakeivay's History of Shrewsbury, and 
from a manuscript in the British Museum, viz., Add. MSS. 
21, 236-37. Draivings of Monuments and Inscriptions 
from churches and chapels in Shropshire, executed by the 
Rev. Edward Williams, 1792-1803, with indexes, 2 vols., 
paper, folio. 

The writer is indebted to the Eev. T. Auden, F.S.A., 
chairman of the council of the Shropshire Archasological 
Society, to Mrs. and Miss Auden, the Eev. J. E. Field, the 
Eev. Ε. M. Serjeantson, and to other friends for the loan 
of rubbings and for much kind assistance in the prepara-
tion of this paper. 

Ε 
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ACTON BUENELL. 

I . 

SIR NICHOLAS BURNELL, 1 3 8 2 . 

Eull length effigy in complete armour of the " camail" 
period ; the bascinet is acutely pointed and to it is attached 
by laces the camail, the hawberk also of mail is covered 
by the jupon, whilst the shoulders are defended by epau-
lieres composed of overlapping plates, the arms by bras-
sarts and vambraces, the elbows by coutes, and the hands 
by gauntlets. The thighs, knees, and legs are protected 
by plate alone, the sollerets are extremely pointed and 
have rowel spurs buckled over the instep. At the feet is 
a very fine lion, the sword is suspended diagonally behind 
the body from a richly ornamented bawdric and to it on 
the right hand side, in front of the body, is fastened the 
misericorde or dagger. 

A good single canopy of the cinquefoiled ogee shape 
surrounds the figure, it has, for this early date, the unusual 
feature of groining and the head of the figure is carried 
into the centre of this groining. The bases of the pinna-
cles are ornamented with wolves' heads and the base of 
the canopy itself, with large quatrefoils filled with foliage. 

The inscription, in three lines black letter, is at the 
head of the canopy and not as usual under the effigy. It 
reads:— 

f£tc iacct bus JJicfrus 23 uvntil miles tins 
Bt Jjolgot' (jut obiit χίχο iitc gjanuaruj^nno 
DnT JPlmn <£©φπο Urat'io CTut ate ppicict' bs am. 

Two shields of arms and parts of the finials of the canopy 
are lost. 

The brass lies on a high tomb in the north transept. 
The figure is 46 inches in height and the size of the whole 
composition is 6 ieet 6 inches by 2 feet. It has been 
engraved in The Archceological Journal, vol. ii, p. 329; 
Boutell's Monumental Brasses and Slabs, p. 54 ; The Oxford 
Manual of Brasses, p. 70 : and Haines' Manual, Introd., 
p. 138. 



l i i t - tac i t Dns a m n i s fcimidl.atilestms 
&ChoIj}«t qui nhiit n f iiif fmnuatn · a n n o 
D m {U-CvZif · LiJt i ) 0 - C\tfaxr,rpuittTs " 

S I R N I C H O L A S B U R N E L L , KNT. 
1382. 

A C T O N B U R N E L L , S A L O P . 
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Maud Burnell, the heiress of the Burnell estates, married 
for her second husband John de Handlo, who died in 1346, 
leaving one son, Sir Nicholas, who assumed his mother's 
name and eventually succeeded to the estates. For an 
account of Sir Nicholas' controversy with Robert de 
Morley concerning his right to bear the Burnell arms, see 
the Archaeological Journal, vol. ii, p. 330. 

II. 

ELISA WHITNEY, C. 1 6 5 0 . 

Inscription only. Size of plate 21 by 7 inches. 

EFSVRGAM. 

Filia Doctor is Bright, whitney chara marita 
Oormit Elisa solo eorpore, mente polo 
Lucida nubae viae, patriae splendore refulget. 
Gandoris plenam vestit et alba stola. 

Now mural. Chancel. 

I I I . 

MARGARET SMYTH, 1 6 5 5 . 

Inscription only. Size of plate 13^ by 6-̂  inches. 

HERE LYETH THE BODY OF MARGARET 

SMYTH THE WIFE OF THOMAS SMYTH 

OF RVCIVLEY GEN; BEING THE ELDEST 

DAUGHTER OF THOMAS UNTON OF 

DREYTON ESQ: SHE DEPARTED 

THIS LIFE THE 5 T H OF FEBRUARY 

1 6 5 5 BEINGE 5 4 YEARES OF AGE. 

SHE HAD OXE SON 1 3 YEARS OF AGE H E 2 2 T H OF F E B R U A B Y , 1 6 5 5 . 

Now mural. Chancel. 
ε 2 
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IV. 

MARTHA TROYELL, 1 6 6 0 . 

Inscription only. Size of plate 15 by 6^ inches. 

Ι : AM : SVRE : THAT : MY : REDEEMER : LIVETII : AND : 

HE : SHAL : STAND : THE : LAST : ON : THE : EARTH : AND : TIIOVGH R 

AFTER : MY : SKINNE : WORMES : DISTROY : THIS : BODY : 

YET : SHAL : Ι : SEE : GOD : IN : MY : FLESH : WHOM : Ι : MY-

SELFE : SHALL : SEE : AND : M Y : EYES : SHALL : BE : HOLD : AND : 

NO : OTHER : FOR : ME : THOVGH : MY : REINS : ARE : 

CONSVMED : WITH : IN : ME : MARTHA : TROVELL : 

V L B G O : EOITRE : SCORE : AND : NEINE : OF : AGE : IN : M A B C H : LAST : 1 6 6 0 . 

Now mural. Chancel. 

ACTON SCOTT. 

THOMAS MYTTON, AND WIFE ELSABETH, 1 5 7 1 . 

Effigies kneeling at prayer desks 011 which lie open 
books and on the side panel of each desk is a lozenge 
enclosing a skull. Thomas Mytton, " a gentle by race " 
is in civil costume and behind him are the kneeling 
figures of his nine sons. His wife Elsabeth, a daughter 
of Sir Edward Gryvell, " a Warwykeshere knight," wears 
the " Paris Hede a small ruff and an overgown with 
turned back collar and short sleeves puffed at the 
shoulders, the gown is confined round the waist by a 
girdle. Behind her are the kneeling figures of her two 
daughters in similar dresses. 



A N E C C L E S I A S T I C . 

C . 13S0. 

A O D E R L E Y , S A L O P , 
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Below the figures is a black letter inscription in eleven 
lines :•—-

3%rc lijcti) entombeti in claye tijc carcase 
of Elsabctf) Jttutton toijo late luas tfic imiffc 
of <Ei)omas Jiljjtton a Gentle by racc 
toijtf) issue alcbcn gob bless tit tljct'r Itiffc 
®f)eu gjoweb together anil liffc leirti arigijt 
Ucscenijctr of CScntrnc, anil bought9 sftc boas 
of ^ 5£ijh3arb (Srybell a ®Kartorjfesi)ere fmigijt 
Srije liclbcii fjcv brcati) ana cnbecti |cr racc 
tfjc alebentij of marri) anil i_ir ijcrc of gracc 
a tfiousanb fwbc tuntireb sebentye anS one 
to iubomc goij grant a -Jjoiifull resurrection. 

The male effigy measures 1 i n c h e s in height and the 
female 10^ inches. The size of the whole composition is 
about 20 by 21 inches. It is now mounted on an oak 
panel and hangs in the chancel. 

A O D E R L E Y . 

I . 

A N ECCLESIASTIC (ABBOT OR BISHOP), C. 1 3 9 0 . 

Full length effigy (head with mitre lost), in amice, albe, 
dalmatic, maniple and chasuble, holding in the right hand 
a crozier (head lost) encircled with the vexillum, and in 
the left a clasped book. Neither the tunic, stole, sandals, 
nor gloves are represented. 

The inscription, the head of the figure and the head of 
the crozier are lost. 

This figure presents an early instance of an ecclesiastic 
holding a book. Later examples may be found at Beeford, 
Yorks.7 1472, and at Carlisle Cathedral, 1496. After the 
Eeformation the practice becomes common. 

In its present condition the figure measures 41 inches in 
height and lies on the chancel floor. 
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All attempts at identification have so far failed. The 
brass is not mentioned by the Eev. Edward Williams 
although he visited the church on September 1, 1794 
(Brit. Mus. Add. MS. 21, 236, fol. 176). Bandle Holme 
also visited the church at a much earlier period but 
only notices some shields in glass (Harl. MS. 2, 129, fol. 
1 5 4 A ) . 

II. 

SIR BOBEKT NEDEHAM, AND WIFE AGNES, 1 5 6 0 . 

Full length effigies turned sideways. Sir Bobert is 
represented bare-headed in armour, his hands are without 
gauntlets and frills appear at the neck and wrists. The 
figure is badly proportioned and very clumsy, the armour 
is of the usual type of this period and calls for no 
comment. His wife wears the "Faris hede" together 
with the usual over and under gown accompanying this 
style of head-dress. 

Below the figures is a five line inscription in black 
letter: 

]Bcrc lictij b u r n t i unfcer tljis stone tijc bobes of SMJV l i o b a v t 
i i c t j d j a m ftnigfit anb frame g jgncs fit's iojifft baugfjter of 3 )o l jn 
J U a i m f o a r i n g of peber esquire tofjicb s a u b l l o b a r t iicrcasscii tijc 
tut banc of 3 j u n c g j n n o bomtnt 1 5 5 6 a nil tfjc sanb Stgncs 
bctcasscb tfje it banc of mage gJnno bomt'nt 1 5 6 0 . 

Below the inscription are the smaller effigies of seven 
sons in civil attire and two daughters in similar costume 
to their mother. 

The male effigy measures 19 inches in height and the 
female 18 inches. The size of the whole composition is 
3 feet 6 inches by 2 feet, and lies in the chancel. 

Sir Bobert Nedeham married Agnes, a daughter of John 
Maynwaring, Esq., of Bever or Beover, Cheshire. 
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I I I . 

JOHN PODMORE, RECTOR, 1 6 7 3 . 

Inscription only. Size of plate 9 by 7|· inches. 

SUB SPE RESURRECTI-

ONIS HIC SITUS EST 10-
HANNES PODMORE QU-
ONDAM HUIUS RECTOR 

ECCLESI-IE OBI IT ANNO ΜΓ-
ATIS SVIE LXXIII ANNO 

QUE· DOMINI 1 6 7 3 . 
Nave. 

ALYELEY. 

JOHN GROVE, 1 6 1 6 . 

Full length effigy turned sideways and wearing ruff, 
doublet and gown with long false sleeves. 

Inscription in Eoman capitals :— 
HERE LYETH BVRIED THE BODY OF JOHN GROVE 

GENTLEMAN AND A FREEMAN OF THE RIGHT WORSFL 

COMPANY OF GROCERS OF LONDON WHO WAS BORNE 
IN THIS PARISH OF ALVELEY AND HATH GIVEN FOR 

EVER TO A SCHOOL MASTER TO TEACH SCHOL-
LERS WITHIN THE SAID PARISH OF ALVELEY AND 

OTHER TEN POVNDES TO FIVE POORE AGED MEN & 
IMPOTENT WHO HAVE BIN LABORING MEN OF HONEST 

CONVERSATION AND HAVE BIN DECAIED THROVGH 
AGE OR INFIRMITY HE DYED THE XII DAY OF DECEM-

BER ANNO DNI 1 6 1 6 BEING OF THE AGE OF FIFTY 
SIX YEARES. 
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iove the figure are two shields of arms :— 
(Lxter)—(Erm.) on a chevron engrailed (gu.) three 

escalps (arg.). GROVE. 
(Siister)—Arg., a chevron gu. between seven cloves A: and 

3 sa. COMPANY OF GROCERS. 
Tls brass was formerly in the chancel but is now on 

the suth side of the nave. 
Jon Grove, gentleman and freeman of the Grocers' 

Comply of London, founded the school at Alveley and 
was kewise a benefactor to the parish as stated in the 
inscrbtion. 

B U R F O R D . 

DAME ELIZABETH DE CORNEWAYLLE, C. 1 3 7 0 . 

Large full length effigy, head resting on embroidered 
cushion, lower part of figure restored in recent times. 

Dame Elizabeth, wife of Mons. Esmon de Cornewaylle, 
wears a close cap with its front edges plaited, carried 
straight across the forehead and down the sides of the 
face. Over this is a veil or kerchief falling on the back 
and shoulders. The tight fitting sleeves of the kirtle are 
seen at the wrists ; the close fitting overgown has also 
tight sleeves and curious slits or pocket holes in front 
through which may be seen the plain girdle of the kirtle. 
Over all is worn a long mantle fastened across the breasts 
by a short cord. 

Of the marginal inscription only a few words remain, it 
is in French in thick black letter :-— 

^Ecri gist frame (!rlt?abcfjt feme a mons' esmon ire GDornehjarlle if 
motust '. 

Two shields of arms above the head are lost, two others, 
one on each side of the neck bear :— 

(Dexter)—Arg., a lion rampant gu., armed and langued 
az., ducally crowned or, within a bordure engrailed sa. 
bezantee. CORNEWAYLLE impaling . . . . two lions 
passant in pale. . 

(Sinister). . , two lions passant in pale. . . 
perhaps ERDINGTON—or, two lions passant in pale az. 



DAME ELIZABETH DE COKNEWAYLLE. C. 1370. 
BUEFORI), SALOP. 
About J ; linear. 
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The effigy now measures 66 inches in height, the 
restored part being 9 inches. It lies on the chancel 
floor. 

An engraving of this brass may be found in Haines* 
Manual of Brasses, In trod., p. 167. 

C L U N . 

SIR ROBERT HOWARD, K . B . , 1 6 5 3 . 

A quadrangular plate measuring 22 by 15J inches. In 
an oval in the centre is the inscription with four shields 
of arms, one at the top, one at the bottom, and one on 
each side. In the four corners are a skull, a skeleton 
holding a dart, an hour glass and a pair of crossed thigh 
bones. The remainder of the plate is entirely covered with 
a running pattern of flowers and leaves enclosed within a 
border of leaves. 

The inscription reads :— 
HERE LYETII THE 

BODY OF S K . BOBERT 
HOWARD KNIGHT OF THE 

BATH (FIFTH SON OF THOMAS 
EARLE OF SUFFOLK LORD 

HIGH TREASURER OF ENGLAND) 
W H O DECEASED APRIL T H 2 2 
A 0 DNI. 1 6 5 3 H E MARRIED 

KATHERINE NEVILL DAUGHTER 
OF HENRY LORD ABERGAVENEY 

B Y AVHOM HE HAD ISSUE 
HENRY EDWARD AND 

BOBERT 

At the bottom of ilie plate under the lowermost shield 
is :— 

IETAT SuiE 63. 
The upper and two side shields bear the Howard arms 

with crest and mantling, viz.—Quarterly. I. Gu., on 



Μ . " r l ·» 
Η -ν 

Υ - . ^ Ν - Α Ν ^ 
M Y » 5 - ; 

IYV ••<. M W ^ ' J F M E R E ΓΥΕΤΗ T H E X ^ 
Ύ -Γ /BODY OF S" .ROBERT \ Υ Σ -
M L ^ M / 7 H O W A R D KNIGHT OFTHE Y W ^ ® 

BATHIRFTH SON OF THOMAS 
HLV W I / E A R L E OF S U F F O L K L O R D 
ίΗ^-ΐΛί?!''^' f i l l · r . I" i S ^ L E T J H I G H TREASURER OF ENGLAND; I 
P I ^ ^ V ^ H O DECEASED Μ Κ Ι Ι Ά , Φ Ά Μ 
• F I G M F T F E D N U ^ J H E M A R R I E D ^ 

R , ' : - - " V KATHERINE NFVIIL DMJGHT? .',',· ^ Y K S 

1 ^ ' O F HENRY LXXD Α Κ Κ Μ Γ Ε Ν Κ Σ. • Φ . V ' B 
$ ; ; ^ : M B Y W H O M HE H A D I S S U E / Y / ' 

: V \ H E N R V E D W A R D A N D / 

i ^ f e m x KODLRT JmwMm mm 

S I R R O B E R T H O W A R D , K . B . 

1653. 

C L U N , S A L O P . 
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a bend between six crosses crosslet fitchy arg., an escut-
cheon or, charged with a demi-lion rampant pierced 
through the mouth ivith an arrow, within a double tressure 
flory counter-flory of the first. HOWARD. II. (hi., three 
lions passant guardant in pale or, in chief a label of three 
points arg. BROTHERTON. · III. Chequy or and az. 
WARRENNE. IV. Gu., a lion rampant arg., armed 
and languid az. MOWBRAY. Over all a crescent. . 
for difference. 

Crest:—On a chapeau gu. turned up erma lion statant 
guardant crowned and ducally gorged or. 

The lower shield bears Howard as above impaling 
Nevill, Lord Abergavenny—Quarterly of six. I. Gu., on 
a saltire arg. a rose of the first, seeded or, barbed vert. 
NEVILL, LORD ABERGAVENNY. II. Or, fretty gu., on a 
canton per pale erm. and of the first a ship with sails 
furled sa. NEVILL of Bulmer. III. Chequy or and az. 
WARRENNE. IV. Or, three chevrons gu. CLARE. V. 
Quarterly arg. and gu., in the second and third quarters a 
fret or, over all a bend sa. LE DESPENCER. VI. Gu., a 
fess between six crosses crosslet or, the fess charged with a 
crescent. . . for difference, BEAUCIIAMP. 

Crest as above. 
This plate was formerly attached to a handsome marble 

monument on the south wall of the chancel but is now 
fastened to the east wall of the north aisle of the church. 
A lithograph facsimile has recently been published. 

Sir Bobert Howard, K.B., was the fifth son of Thomas 
Howard, Earl of Suffolk and Lord High Treasurer of 
England. He married Katherine, daughter of Henry 
Nevill, Lord Abergavenny, by whom he had three sons, 
Henry, Edward, and Bobert. Sir Bobert died on the 22nd 
of April, 1653. 

The Bector of Clun—The Bev. Brebendary Warner— 
has very kindly searched the registers for entries relating 
to the Howard family, but as the earlier register is missing 
the search proved fruitless. 
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D I D D L E B U B Y . 

T. 

BICIIARD B A W D Ε WIN 1 6 2 3 , AND WIFE MARGERY, 1 6 1 4 . 

Inscription and shields of arms. 

QVI MARE QVI EERRYM DVR.E QVI VINCVLA T v R R I S 

QVONDAM TRANSIVIT NUNC INGENS ATROPOS OCCA 

ΝΟΜΕΝ SI QVIERAS SOBOLES QVOT QV.E EVIT VNOR 

OCCVBVIT QVANDO QVIE SVBSVNT ILEC TIBI MOSTRA 

THOMAS PRIMOGENITVS RICIIARDI BAWDEWIN DE 

DIDLEBVRIE ET MARGIRLE VXORIS EIUS FILI.E L A W -

RENCH LYDLOWE DE MOREHOWSE DVXIT IN VXORE 

GERTRVDAM EILIAM BOBERTI CORBET DE STAND-

WARDINE DE QVA GENVIT TRES FILIOS EDWARDVM 

IOHANNEM ET BICHARDVM ET DVAS EILIAS DORO-

TIIEAM ET SUZANNA ET YALEDICIT MYNDO 

(1). Quarterly I. Arg., a saltire sa. BALDWIN. II. 
Barry of six az. and arg. a chief erm. WIGLEY. I I I . 
Gu., a chevron erm. between three eaglets close arg. CHILDE. 
IV. Per pale gu. and or, a fleur-de-lys counter changed. 
ACHELEY. 

Crest:—On a mound vert a cockatrice with icings addorsed 
arg., beaked, combed, ducally gorged and lined or. BALD-
WIN. 

( 2 ) . BALDWIN impaling or, a lion rampant sa. 
LUDLOW 

Mural. North wall of chancel. 

ANNO D N I 1 6 1 4 JETATIS SYVE LXVIII 

Arms : 
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II. 

CHARLES BALDWYN, ESQ., 1 6 7 4 . 

Small quadrangular plate with, inscription and shield of 
arms. 

M. S. 
Carolus Baldwyn de Elsich 

Armiger Hie situs est 
Obiit 14 Die Fehruarii 

Anno Dni 1674. 
Arms : 
Quarterly I. BALDWYN. II. WIGLEY. III. CHILDE IV. 

ACHELEY, with a crescent for difference in the centre. 
Crest—BALDWYN, with helmet and mantling. 
Mural. North wall of chancel. Engraved in Miscel-

lanea Genealogica et Ileraldica, 2 S. "Vol. iii. p. 136. 

DBAYTON. 

ROWLAND CORBET, c . 1 5 8 0 . 

Quadrangular plate, 24 inches by 18 inches, with small 
kneeling effigy of Rowland Corbet in civil dress with a 
scroll from his mouth inscribed :— 

J W t s r a t e met fccus. 

He wears a long gown, open down the front and 
fastened round the waist by a cord, the sleeves are close 
fitting and from the shoulders hang long false sleeves. 

Below is a black letter inscription in eight elegiac 
verses:— 

K o u l a n i j u s pa t r t s (Corbett tuUtct's ficrcs 
Drett tmae s tuKi f s t rmpora laeta terens 
Intf lr i t in m o r b u m subi to bitaq? migraut t 
" D e s t r u e n s cijart fculcta bota p a t r i s 
B o t i b u s J u n e barit's n a t u r a b e n i a n a crcauit 
i t t o r s nttllt parccns tnufotosa tul i t 
j l u n c fruiter C f m ' s t o eelcsti scbe rcccpttts 
|3rcccss t t brcut'tcr nosq? scqunnttr c u m . 
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On the upper part of the plate are two shields of 
arms :— 

(Dexter)—Quarterly of seven—I. Or, a raven ppr. 
CORBET. II. Az., six lioncels rampant 3, 2 and 1 within 
a bordure engrailed or. LEYBOURNE. III. Gu., semee 
of crosses crosslet a lion rampant or. HOPTON. IV. Gu., 
semee of crosses crosslet three lucies hauriant 2 and 1 or. 
LUCY. V. Arg., three chevronells sa. ARCHDEACON. 
VI. Gu., two bars vair. SAYE. VII. Barry of six sa. 
and or, on a chief of the second two pallets of the first, an 
escutcheon of pretence erm. charged with three bars gu. 
BURLEY. Over all a mullet . . . for difference. 

(Sinister)—Az., two bars arg., on a canton sa., a chevron 
between three pheons of the second, charged with a wolfs 
head erased between two mullets gu. HILL. These arms 
were allowed to Alice Corbet by William Hervey, Claren-
cieux, in 1562 (See Trans. Shropshire Arch. Soc., vol. vi, 
p. 449). 

Below the inscription are the two shields impaled. 
The whole is enclosed within an ornamental border and 

is fixed on the east wall of the chancel. 
Rowland Corbet was son and heir of Beginald Corbet, a 

judge of the Common Pleas, 1559-66, by his wife Alice, a 
daughter of John Gratewood, by Jane, sister of Sir 
Rowland Hill, Knt., Lord Mayor of London. 

E D G M O N D . 

FRANCIS YONGE, ESQ., 1 5 3 3 , AND WIFE ANNE. 

A curious brass originally consisting of two figures, an 
inscription, two groups of children, a shield with the 
emblems of the Passion and two scrolls, two shields of 
arms, and the symbols of the Evangelists. The inscription, 
the shield of the Passion, one scroll, and one daughter now 
lost. 

The effigies are turned sideways. Francis Yonge in a 
shroud open at the top and bottom to show the bust and 
feet and gathered up under the right arm, his hair is long 
and curly. 



F R A N C I S Y O N G E , ESQ . , A N D W I F E A N N E . 
1533. 

E D G M O N D , S A L O P . 
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Anne his wife is represented in ordinary attire, she 
wears the kennel shaped head-dress, an undergown with 
tight slashed sleeves with frills at the wrists, an over-
gown cut low at the neck and having short wide sleeves. 
This gown is looped up in front, trimmed with fur and 
fastened round the waist by a girdle with an ornamented 
buckle from which hangs a chain terminating in a 
pomander box. A rosary is also suspended from the 
girdle. 

Below the figures was the following inscription, now 
lost, but here given from Eandle Holme's transcript in the 
British Museum, Harl. MS. 2,129, fol. 194 b (or 145) :— 

" © f g t cf jaritg ge s f i a l l g r a g for g * sot t l l s of ffranct's l ^ o n g e sonte= 
t g m e s of © a g n t o n <£sq? sonc & fjctre of t K t t t §£>onge f i t : Sc 
b a m c margtt f j i s totfc bat t . of j a i c l j : © g t o n l E s q ? for& ffrancis 
bcpteb tfjt's toorlb g * l a s t b a g of tnarci) g E gcare of our H o : iHfto 

xtxtt jo . & for g t so l of 3 n e late to iff to ffrancts b a u : of 
cjjoriton of g tpp leg e s q ? & l E l t s a b r t fit's to if ε trougijter to 

®3t' ! f j i ' i a g n t o a r g n a o f Id j t f e l f r torf> f i n e beccsseb xxtttj b a g of 
A u g u s t g c geare of our ILorb bt j on toljos s o u l s B ) u f jabt 

mrrcg & m e n . " 

Below the inscription and under the man is a group of 
nine sons in civil dress. Note the curious position of their 
heads. Under the lady is a group of five daughters, the 
fifth unfortunately lost, the first, third, and fourth have 
long flowing hair with close fitting gowns with fur cuffs 
and edging. The second has a somewhat similar dress 
with the addition of an overgown with large turned back 
collar, her hair is confined in a sort of cap. These figures 
are rather worn. 

Between the heads of the principal figures was a 
shield bearing the emblems of the Passion. This has dis-
appeared within recent years. Above the shield were two 
scrolls, but one only remains on the dexter side. It bears 
the following inscription :— 

©tt tnct j ® t t l r t c r n bet s u n t 
tncbtctna a t e mcc 

The sinister was lost before 1793, but is given by Randle 
Holme as bearing;— 

" © r a pro me s i te 
3 Jo f ) annes i o a p t t s t a " 
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Above the figures are two shields of arms, that over the 
man bears;— 

Quarterly I. Or, three roses 2 and 1 gu. YONGE. II. 
Arg.. seven lozenges conjoined each charged with an ermine 
spot, HELSTOW. III. Arg., a pale nebidy sa. CAYNTON. 
IY. Or, a fess between three lions rampant gu. BENARTON. 
impaling Quarterly I and I Y . Or, a fret az. EYTON. 
II and III. Gu., two bars erm. PANTULF. 

That over the lady bears :—Quarterly I and IY. Or, a 
lion rampant gu., debruised by a bendlet, arg. CHARL-
TON. II and III. Gu., ten bezants, 4, 3, 2, and \. 
ZOUCH. impaling Quarterly I and IY. Arg., two bars gu. 
MAYNWARYNG. II and III. Chequy arg. and sa. WARREN. 

At four corners of the stone are the symbols of the 
Evangelists, St. Mark in the upper dexter, St. Matthew in 
the upper sinister, St. John in the lower dexter, and St. 
Luke in the lower sinister corner. 

The effigies are 30 inches in height, and the size of the 
whole composition is 7 feet by 3 feet 6 inches. It is on 
the nave floor. 

Eandle Holme gives a sketch of the brass perfect, and 
notes " this gravestone in the middle ile over against the 
pulpit." 

Francis Yonge, Esq., of Caynton, was the son and heir 
of Sir William Yonge, Knt., sheriff of Shropshire in 1492, 
by Dame Margaret his wife, a daughter of Nicholas 
Eyton, Esq., of Eyton. Francis Yonge married Anne, a 
daughter of Bichard Charlton, Esq., of Appley, by his wife 
Elizabeth, a daughter of William Maynwaryng, Esq., 
of Ightfield. Francis died in 1533, and Anne in 
1507. The Visitation of Shropshire, 1623, gives the 
names of their children, viz., Cecilia, Anne, Elizabeth, 
Margaret, William, Boger, Bichard, John, Thomas, John, 
George, Anthony, Adam. The sixth son, John, succeeded 
his father, the rest seem to have died early or childless. 
All the daughters were married. 

The heraldry on this monument is somewhat singular, 
for in each case there is the impaled shield of the father 
and mother of the persons commemorated, but there is no 
shield showing the alliance between husband and wife. 

The brass is also curious from the fact that the survivor 
is represented in a shroud. The wife, who died in 1507, 
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is here shown in the ordinary costume worn at the date of 
her husband's death. There does not seem to be any re-
cord of a second \vife who survived him, and the heraldry 
points conclusively to his wife Anne Charlton. Had there 
been a second and surviving wife, she would either have 
added her own figure with her shield of arms properly 
displayed, or have^caused the first wife to be represented 
like her husband in a shroud. Figures of husband and 
wife in shrouds are not uncommon, but in the case of one 
surviving the other it is more usual to find the survivor 
represented in ordinary attire. 

GLAZELEY. 

THOMAS W Y L D E , ESQ., 1 5 9 9 , AND WIFE ELIZABETH. 

Full length effigies turned sideways. Thomas Wylde in 
doublet, ruff, trunk hose and cloak, with long sword 
suspended from a narrow belt. His wife Elizabeth, 
daughter and heiress of Bichard Cooke, Esq., wears the 
" Paris hede," a large ruff, a long peaked stomacher, an 
embroidered petticoat, and an upper or overgown with a 
large farthingale extending the dress from the hips. 

Below the figures is an inscription in five lines: 
HERE LYETH BVRYED THE BODYE OF THOMAS WYLDE 

ESQ. DECEASSED, WHO MARRYED W T H ELIZABETH THE 
DAVGHTER & IIEIRE OF RICHARD COOKE ESQ. BY WHOM 
HE HAD ISSVE 4 SONNES & 2 DAVGHTEES, AND ENDED 

THIS MORTALL LIFE THE XX DAY OF IVNE A 0 . DNI. 1 5 9 9 . 

On plates below the inscription are the effigies of the 
four sons and two daughters. The two elder sons are in 
doublet, trunk hose and cloaks, the two younger in long 
tunics alone; the elder daughter, a larger figure than any of 
the children, wears a costume similar to that of her mother, 
with the addition of a high-crowned hat; the younger 
daughter, a very much smaller figure, is in a similar 
costume with the exception of the hat, but much plainer in 
•detail. 

F 
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Above the figures are three coats of arms. The centre 
one on a square plate with helmet, crest and mantling 
bears—Quarterly I and IY. arg., a chevron, sa., on a 
chief gu. three martlets of the first, WYLDE. II and III. . 
. . a cross . . . charged with a crescent for difference 
Crest. A lion passant gu. resting the dexter 'paw on an 
escutcheon arg. WYLDE. 

The shield on the dexter side bears—Quarterly. 
I . . . a chevron between three beasts' heads erased . . . 

COOKE. II. Erm., on a chevron . . . three escallops 
or. III. . . . a fess between three birds' heads erased . . 

IV. (sa)., three goats passant (arg.), within a bordure 
(or) pellety. STANFIELD. 

The shield on the sinister side bears WYLDE impaling 
COOKE. 

The effigies measure 28 inches in height and the brass 
is now placed on the chancel wall. 

HARLEY. 

A MAN IN ARMOUR (OF THE LACON FAMILY?) AND 
WIFE, C. 1 4 7 5 . 

A curious brass evidently the work of some local 
school of engravers, most probably from Coventry. The 
male effigy is in complete plate armour, bare lieaded with 
head resting on tilting helmet. Round the neck is a chain 
composed of plain links. The shoulder pieces are of a 
curious shape and have upright ridges. The elbow pieces 
are small; the gauntlets have overlapping plates and large 
peaked cuffs. The skirt of taces is composed of two 
layers only but has fair sized tuilles strapped to the lower-
most layer on the sides of the thigh. The knee pieces 
have plates above and below and larger plates spreading 
out behind. The sollerets are long and pointed with 
unguarded rowel spurs. At the feet is a greyhound. The 
sword is suspended from a narrow belt crossing the taces 
diagonally, and a small dagger is suspended on the right 
side. 
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The lady wears the butterfly or wired head-dress which 
necessitated the figure being turned sideways in order to 
show it to advantage. Her overgown is cut low at the 
neck and has fur edging and cuffs, the long skirt is 
gathered up and hangs over the left arm. 

Below the figures are eight Latin verses in black letter, 
four under each figure : 

^jjutrfoa J a p s a taro r o s u m t t 9 bt fim9 agro 
© a m c cu flato be 9 f r i ga t Etfjcre d a r o 
(Bt s u t p ^ w t r a p o n a t 9 sorbe r e p u l s a 
( S t t a ?ncxa s i t l a t r t m a s c m p a u u l s a . 

© t i t s q u t s cris qu i H a s t e n s s t a pleat p lora 
5©u quoit eris fuera φ quo& cs ρ mc p 9cor ora 
ffioxs bita m a c t a t at'am xps q? reuibat 
® t r a t 9 r a tegat sp t r i tu s a l t a petat . 

Which may be expanded thus : 

Putrida lapsa caro consumitur ut fimus agro 
Carnem cum flato deus erigat ethere claro 
Et sui prse dextra ponatur sorde repulsa 
Gloria connexa sit lacrima semper avulsa. 
Quis quis eris qui transieris sta perlege plora 
Sum quod eris fueram que quod es pro me precor ora 
Mors vitam mactat animam Cristusque revivat 
Terram terra tegat spiritus alta petat. 

Of this the Eev. J. E. Field has kindly made the 
following translation: 

" Rotting and wasting away is my flesh like dung in the furrow: 
That flesh upon heaven's bright way may God's Breath upraise on 

the morrow; 
Set it at His right hand, and from all pollution deliver, 
Where is the glory attained, and the tear is banished for ever." 

" W h o so thou art that passeth this part, stay and read with 
contrition: 

I am what thou shalt be and I once was like thee : bid for me thy 
petition. 

Though my life by death's hand be slain, yet my soul may Christ 
quicken again : 

Though my dust in the dust may lie, let my spirit be wafted on 
high." 

F 2 
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Below the inscription are the smaller effigies of eight 
sons (the heads of three lost) in civil dress, and of five 
daughters (the head of one lost). 

One shield only remains, now above the man's head, it 
bears—Quarterly per fess indented (erm.) and (az.), in the 
first quarter a bird . . . LACON. impaling . . . 
three bends . . . , again impaling . . . on a chief 
. . . a bird . . . 

Three other shields and, according to the Shropshire 
Transactions, a double canopy above the figures are lost. 

The male effigy measures 26|· inches in height and the 
female 25 inches. 

The brass was formerly in the north aisle but at the 
restoration was moved into the Tower. It is engraved in 
the Transactions of the Shropshire Archceologicat Society, 
vol. vi, p. 329. 

IGHTFIELD. 

I . 

DAME MARGERY CALVELEY, WIDOW OE PHILIP EGERTON, 
DEC. 1 5 0 9 , BUT BRASS ENGRAVED, C. 1 4 9 5 . 

Large full length effigy under good triple canopy with 
marginal inscription. The figure turned slightly to the 
right, is represented wearing the kennel-shaped head-dress 
with long ornamented lappets, a plain close fitting gown, 
cut square at the neck and having large fur cuffs at the 
wrists. Bound the hips is an ornamented girdle clasped by 
three rosettes from which hang a long chain terminating 
in a bell-shaped ornament. On the right, at the feet of 
the figure, are the small effigies of four sons in civil dress. 
On the left are four daughters in kennel-shaped head-dresses 
and close fitting gowns. From the mouth of the figure of 
Dame Margery proceeds a scroll inscribed:— 

j c c e f3>otjncs b a p t i s t a © r a pro m 

Above the figure is a triple canopy of a debased 
character, highly decorative but heavy in its detail; in the 



D A M E M A R G E R Y C A L V E L E Y , 
C. 1495. 

I Q H T F I E L O , S A L O P . 



ST. JOHJT THE BAPTIST, FBOM THE BBAS3 TO 
DAME MABOEBY CALYELP.Y, C. 1 4 9 5 . 

IGHTFIELD, SHBOPSHIEE. 
§ linear. 
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centre pediment is a quatrefoil enclosing a shield 011 which 
is the initial P. Μ. E. for Philip and Margery Egerton. 
The centre finial terminates in a small figure of St. John 
the Baptist holding in his left hand a book whereon is the 
Holy Lamb and banner. A curious feature in St. John's 
raiment is the representation of the camel's neck and head 
forming a pendant to his skin robe. Some of the smaller 
finials of the canopy are lost. 

A marginal inscription in black letter encloses the 
whole:— 

Igeti) barne J W a r g e r g CTalbeleg bofogbter OTltHtam 
J W a g n f o a r g n g late of I g b t f e l b Sbutgme fogf unto Pbt l t 'pp ©ger ton 
la te of (JBgerton sqttger b g tfje fobtcb (Pbtlt'pp sf je b a b tfjise C b t l b r e n 
tije tofjicf) IDeeessgb tbe b a g of_ tijc gere of o h m lotb 

on fofjos soule tf)u babe meg ante. 

At the four corners in the place of the usual symbols of 
the Evangelists are four shields all apparently bearing 
chequy (arg.) and (sa.), for WARREN, of Ightfield. 

The effigy measures 42 inches in height and the size of 
the whole composition is 7 ft. 6 ins. by 3 ft. 6 ins. It lies 
at the west end of the north aisle. 

Dc\me Margery, a daughter of William Maynwaryng, of 
Ightfiekl, was thrice married; firstly to Bhilip Egerton, 
Esq., of Egerton, who was aged 26 years in 38 Hen. VI., 
and died 13 Edw. IV. (Inquis. post mort). Of their 
children, John, the eldest son was 15 years of age at the 
time of his father's death, and died 1 Bic. III. (Inquis. 
p. in.). The second son, Sir Balph, was chief ranger of Dela-
mere forest and standard bearer of England. The other two 
may have died young. The daughters were Anne, Katherine, 
Ellen, and Elizabeth, all subsequently married. Dame 
Margery's second husband was Thomas Hurleton, of whom 
no details are known; her third, Sir Hugh Calveley, Knt., 
of Lee, who was aged 12 years in 11 Hen. VI. and died 
10 Hen. VII. (Inquis. p. m.). Dame Margery died 
1 Hen. VIII. (Inquis. p. m ). 

The brass was laid down in her lifetime and after her 
third marriage, but the date of death has never been 
filled in. 



" T H E G O O D " W I L L I A M M A Y N W A R Y N G . 
1497. 

I G H T F I E L D , S A L O P . 
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IT . 

WILLIAM MAYNWARYNG, 1 4 9 7 . 

Full length effigy, head lost, wearing a long tunic lined 
with fur, the sleeves full, of uniform breadth and edged 
with fur. The close fitting sleeves of an under-dress 
appear at the wrists. The tunic is confined round the 
waist by a girdle to which are attached a rosary, one end 
of which is secured by a tassel and the other by a hook 
from which hangs a signet ring, a gypciere or pouch and 
a long anelace with a small knife, called the " bastardeau," 
placed beside the hilt. This is a late example of the use 
of the anelace ; the same method of carrying the knife may 
be seen on a stone effigy of a knight at Yatton, Somerset, 
and on the effigy of William Canyngs, at St. Mary Bedclifie, 
Bristol. The shoes are broad with round toes. 

Below the figure is a black letter inscription in four 
lines:— 

Wttxc hietfj tfie © o o i j S S a i l l t a m i t t a i m t o n v i m a tfic £beconb sone of 
f ^ a f o f q m J t t a n n t o a r g n g 

ζ J i l a r g a t e t e fits togf bottgfiter ζ fieire of ( K r g f f g n ( E S a r e n ζ H a b g of 
Egfitefelbe tofit'cfie _ 

M i l i t a n t toas S s p c c i a l l bnfactoi ' to tfiis ©fiurcfie anil fie b g s s e s g b 
tfie S b g i t b a g of 

J t l a r e f i c a n n o bnt mi l l to o n tofios & o f o I e s 
gob a lntggf i tg fiaue nt'ecg g l m e n . 

The figure in its present condition measures 39 inches 
in height and 14 inches from elbow to elbow. The 
inscription plate measures 28 inches by 5 inches. The 
head was lost previously to 1793. 

" The good " William Maynwaryng was the second son 
of Hawkyn Maynwaryng by his wife Margaret, daughter 
and heiress of Gryffin "VVaren, and Lady of Ightfield. He 
was also a special benefactor to the church. 

For many years this brass has been missing from the 
church. It disappeared during a restoration, in fact 
passed as a builder's perquisite, probably because it 
wanted a head. However, within the last few months it has 
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been fortunately recovered and is now in the possession of 
the Eev. J. Cooper Wood, the Clive Vicarage, Shrewsbury, 
to whom the writer is indebted for facilities for taking the 
rubbing from which the illustration is reproduced. Mr. 
Wood proposes to replace the brass in its original place.1 

Of its identification there can be no doubt, in the British 
Museum, Add. MSS. 21,236, fol. 266, is a sketch of the 
brass made in Ightfield Church on August 28th, 1793. It 
is also mentioned in Haines' Manual under Ightfield. 

MYDDLE. . 

Haines' in his List of Brasses, under Middle mentions 
the existence of (1) A man in armour, c. 1490, peculiar 
{i.e., by a local or Warwickshire artist); (2) A fragment, 
seven sons (Corbet family?), c. 1530. 

Of these two brasses there is no record. No mention 
of them occurs in Gougli's History of Myddle, nor is anything 
to be found in the various manuscript collections of Shrop-
shire church notes in the British Museum. The present 
rector, who hac held office for nearly fifty years, has never 
seen any trace of them. 

I . 

ARTHUR CHAMBUE, 1 5 6 4 , AND WIFE MARGARET. 

Full length effigies turned sideways. Arthur Chambre 
in ruff, doublet, trunk hose, and fur-lined gown, with long 
false sleeves. His wife wears the " Paris hede," rufl, 
overgown with turned back collar and puffed and slashed 
sleeves, from the waist the overgown is open showing 
the undergown and from a long cord hangs an ornament, 
perhaps a pomander-box. 

1 Since the above was written the 
brass has been placed in the hands of 
Mr. A. P. He.ywood Lonsdale, patron of 
the living of Ightfield, who is about to 

have it placed in a new slab and laid down 
in the church ; the head is to be restored 
and a short inscription stating this 
added. 
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Below the figures is a black letter inscription in six 
lines:— 
I B ere Igrtf) buryeti I n tfje mercy of E f j c su s C f j r i s t ye botme of , 3 r tbu= 
re ( E b a m b r e gc ty lma trcine ^ J a t r o n e of t f j i s p t s s f j t cfmrefje of j i¥ i ia= 
tile anU J W a r g a r e t t f its toyfe by fjtr Ijc b a b i s s u e one Sonne a n a 
one aougf j ter foijtrfje .^r t f iure a e e e a s s y a tfje xt.x a a y of A u g u s t 
in tf)c yerc of our to i t goa a foijois boayc ζ 
sou l l ( S o a graunte a g j o y e f u l l resurrexeyon H m c n . 

Below the figures are the small etfigies of a son and a 
daughter on a single plate. 

Above the figures is a shield of arms:— 
Arg., a fess compony or and az. between three lions' heads 

erased s-a., within a bordure gu. charged with eight escallops 
of the first, CHAMBRE. impaling, Quarterly I. and IV. 
Or, a lion rampant gu .CHARLTON. II. and III. gu. ten 
bezants 4 . 3 . 2 . and 1. ZOUCH. 

The effigies measure 21 inches in height and the brass 
lies on the chancel floor. It has been reiaid. 

Arthur Chambres, " de Petton," married Margaret, 
daughter of Francis Charlton, of Appley, Salop. 

II. 

KAPHE KINASTON, M . A . , PARSON, 1 6 2 9 . 

Inscription only. Size of plate by 10^ inches. 

HERE LYETH YE BODY OF RAPHE KINASTON 

M B OF ARTS, PREBEND OF ST ASAPH, CHAP-

LAIND ΤΟ KING IAMES, PARSON OF MIDDLE 

WHEARE AFTER 3 3 YEARES HE HAD CARE-

FULY AND BELIGIOVSLY PERFORMED HIS 

CALLING, HIS SOVLE WENT VNTO HIS 

MAKER TO GIVE ACCOVMPT THEEREOF 

NOVEMBER THE 8 : ANNO : DNI 1 6 2 9 

ANNO : 2ETAT : 6 9 

Chancel. 
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SARAH, WISE OF JOSHUA RICHARDSON, 1 6 5 1 . 

Inscription only. Size of plate 26 by l l f inches. 
HEERE LIETH INTERRED THE BODY OF SARAH THE 
WIFE OF IOSIIVA RICHARDSON OF BROVGHTO GENT 

BY WIIOME HEE HAD ΤΕΝΝΕ SONS, & SIX DAVGHTER8 

SHEE DEPARTED THIS LIFE THE XI™ DAY OF MAY. All0 

THY GAINE .MY LOSSE MY GREIFE I MUST SVPPRESSE 
LEAST I SHOVLD SEEME TO GRVDGE THY HAPPINESS 

MY STARR IS SETT ON EARTH IN HEAVEN TO SHINE 
RISE SOVLE EMBRACE THE SVN THY LOSSE IS GAINE 

Inscription only. 
I n obi tum borotfic p j m 
cbau'sstmac uxorts Έ. 

HERE LIES DIVORCED FROM HER HVSBAND'S SIDE 
ONE THAT BY DEAL'H IS MADE HER SAVIOVR'S BRIDE 

FOR ON GOOD FRIDAY HE DID HER BETROTH 
VNTO HIMSELF FOR EVER WHERE HE GOTH 

AND TIIVS VNITED SHE A GVEST BECAME 
VNTO THE MARRIAGE SVPPER OF THE LAMBE 

LEAVING HER EARTHLY MATE GRIEFE TO SVSTAINE 
TILL DEATH BY STRICKING HIM WEDDS HER AGAINE 

OH LANGVISH THEN MY SOVLE VNTILL I SEE 
MY DEAREST WIFE IN HER FELICITIE. 

Dni: ] 651 Anoqz JEtatis suae sexagesima 

Chancel. 

O N I B U R Y . 

DOROTHY PYTT, 1 6 5 7 . 

1 6 5 7 . 

South wall of chancel. 
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SHIPTON. 

Inscription only. 

®fit ' s C f i a u n c d l foas reebificb a n b bu i lbrb 
of mine f rom tfir founbact'on a n b g la? tb 
a t tfic cfiarbgcs of g j o f i n Huttotcfi younges t 
s o n n e of B i c f i a r b Huttoicfi of Huttotcfie 
tn tfic rat i jrarc of tfic © r a c t o t t s 
re t 'pe of © u c c n c 15It?abetfi 1 5 8 9 . 

North wall of chancel. 

SHREWSBURY, ST. ALKMUND. 

LOST BRASSES. 

" At the hasty and most shameful destruction of the 
church of St. Alkmund, Shrewsbury, about the close of 
the last century, ' no care was taken to preserve the 
numerous gravestones, brasses, tombs, and other ancient 
memorials with which the aisles and chapels abounded. 
They were involved, with very few exceptions, in the 
general havoc, the brasses were sold by weight, and the 
gravestones dispersed and converted to common uses.'" 
Haines' Manual, Introd. p. 258 quoting Owen and Blake-
way s Hist, of Shrewsbury, II. p. 299. 

" I n 1791 a gentleman went to copy the inscriptions on 
the brasses at St. Alkmund's, Shrewsbury, and found that 
they had been sold by order of the churchwardens to a 
neighbouring brazier." Gent. Mag., 1794, pt. II, 
p. 1,087. 

" Some of the Shrewsbury brasses are probably in the 
possession of a gentleman in the neighbourhood." Haines, 
Introd. p. 258. 

The gentleman referred to was Mr. Smith, of 
Radbrook, near Shrewsbury, in whose possession were the 
following :—I. A civilian, c. 1520. II. A civilian, c. 1520. 
III. A lady, c. 1520. IV. A civilian and wife, c. 1530, 
Haines, Private Possession, &c., p. 235. See also Notes and 
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Queries, I S, vol. xi, p. 499. Mr. Smith has been dead 
for many years and all trace of these brasses is now lost. 

In the British Museum, Add. MSS. 21, 236-37, are two 
volumes entitled—Drawings of Monuments and Inscrip-
tions from churches and chapels in Shropshire executed by the 
Rev. Edward Williams, 1792-1803, with indexes to each 
volume. Paper. Folio. Some of the St. Alkmund brasses 
are drawn in 21, 236, fol. 71, et. seq., under date May 24th, 
1793. Others are figured in Owen and Blakeway's History 
<>f Shrewsbury, vol. ii, p. 286, principally taken from 
Mr. Mytton's MSS. 

The volume containing Mr. Mytton's drawings is not 
with his other collections now in the British Museum. A 
MS. of Dugdale's also referred to by the Shrewsbury 
Historian is not now to be found. 

From the above and other minor sources the following 
account is drawn. 

I . 

SIMON WALSHE AND WIFE JOAN, C. 1 3 7 0 . 

Owen and Blakeway, vol. ii, p. 288, give a rough 
engraving of this brass and the following account:— 

" A rich brass, in the middle aisle, of a man and woman under two 
rich niches. He in a coat to his knees, and short cloak, with a 
beast at his feet, and this inscription on a plate of brass fixed on a 
large marble " :— 

" btc faccnt S i m o n <S2SaIsi)c & g j o f t a n a uxor c^tts q u o r u m a n i m a b u s 
p 9 pi t ie tur tmprccor b c u s . " 

The Bev. Edward Williams' drawing in Add. MS. 21, 
236, fol. 74, taken May 24th, 1793, makes the brass small 
but set in a very large stone. The indent of the inscription 
plate is shown as long and narrow. The brass was then 
" in the middle of the nave on a grey marble slab." 
Unfortunately neither Blakeway nor Williams give the 
dimensions of the slab or the size of the brass. 

This brass must have been a very curious one, and may 
have been of foreign origin, but neither of the drawings 
are satisfactory, and leave much to be desired. The 
general design showed the figures of a civilian and wife, 



S I M O N W A L S H E A N D W I F E J O A N . 

C. 1370. 

S H R E W S B U R Y , S T . A L K M U N D . 

A C I V I L I A N . 
O. 1400. 

From drawings in Brit. Mus., Add. MS. 21,236,/ols. 74, 83. 
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c. 1370, under a double canopy. Below was a narrow 
inscription plate. The man was represented with long 
hair and beard, and wore the short tight fitting cotehardie 
with cape and hood ; from under the cape hang the long 
liripipes or streamers of the hood. Round the hips was 
an ornamented belt, and the legs were clothed in tight 
hose. At his feet was a "beast," but whether lion, dog, 
or what, it is impossible to say. 

The lady apparently wore some sort of head-dress with 
a veil, and according to Blakeway's engraving a tight 
fitting kirtle, but Williams' drawing gives ii\ addition long 
liripipes hanging from the shoulders. 

The canopy consisted of two arches with cusping in the 
heads, the shafts ornamented with quatrefoils carried 
round the heads. The outer buttresses divided into 
niches with small figures (saints or weepers ?) therein, 
two on each side, and finished with pinnacles. Over 
the main arches was a mass of tabernacle and finial 
work. 

The design of the canopjr is somewhat similar to that of 
the Flemish example at North Mimms, Middlesex c. 1360. 
As regards size, if Mr. Williams' drawing is to be relied 
upon, the small Flemish brass at Aveley, Essex, may be 
compared with this example. 

II. 

A MAN IN ARMOUR AND WIFE, C. 1 3 8 0 . 

Add. MS. 21, 236, fol. 82, gives only the figure of the 
lady together with the canopy, but the engraving in Owen 
and Blakeway shows the lower portion of the man. 
When the Rev. Edward Williams made his drawing on 
May 24th, 1793, the brass was " under north wall of 
chancel on west side of north transept." 

The figures had their right hands joined, the left hand 
of the man grasped his sword belt, whilst his wife held 
the cord of her mantle. Judging from Blakeway's 
engraving the man seems to have worn the bascinet and 
camail with a tight fitting jupon over his body armour. 
A rich bawdric supported his sword, on the centre boss 
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was the letter The legs were protected by cuisses, 
large genouillieres, and jambs of plate. The feet were 
then wanting. 

The lady wore the nebule head-dress with the hair 
falling to the shoulders, a close-fitting kirtle buttoned 
down the front, the sleeves tight and buttoned under-
neath, the cuffs large and reaching to the knuckles. 

Over all was a mantle fastened across the breast by a 
short cord. From her left hand hung a short chain ter-
minating in a small ornament. At her feet was a small 
dog with a collar of bells. 

Over each figure was a triple canopy with an entab-
lature above, and according to the drawings the canopy 
was groined. There appears also to have been a marginal 
inscription. 

Nothing is known of the persons represented on this 
brass. Owen and Blakeway give an illustration, Vol. ii, p. 
286, and the following account:— 

" A n extremely rich brass, representing a warrior and lady hand 
in hand, under two most elaborate Go thick canopies : at her feet a 
little dog. This is unnoticed by Dugdale; and the upper half of the 
man was stripped off before Mr. W. Mytton saw it. It was let into a 
very large slab of granite, 8 feet by 3 feet 7 inches; but without 
either arios or legend to indicate the persons intended. The stone, 
however, had uocn subsequently employed to record the interment 
of another person—hy the following inscription, which ran along the 
ledge :— 

MARY DAUGHTER ΤΟ IHON OTTELEY GENT. AND WYFE TO 
RICHARD OWEN MERCER GENT. DECESSED AN'O D'NI 1 5 6 8 . 
The fourth word of this legend must, we conceive, be the remains of 
T H O M . : for Mary, the daughter and co-heir of THOMAS Ottley, of 
Shrewsbury, did marry Richard Owen of the same town, and we can 
find no other family of the names in which so many particulars 
concur. The time aerrees as well as the names, for the articles of the 
marriage bear date, Oct. 9, 23 Hen. V I I I . 1531, and from this union 
sprung the learned judge Thomas Owen." 

I I I . 

A CIVILIAN, c . 1 4 0 0 . 

In Owen and Blakeway, vol. ii, p. 288, is a rude 
engraving of a brass " supposed Barker's," showing the 
figure of a civilian, with mantle and anelace, under a 



A M A N IN A R M O U R ( L O S T ) A N D W I F E . 

C. 1380. 

S H R E W S B U R Y , S T . A L K M U N O . 

From a drawing in Brit. Mus.,Jdd. MS.21,236,fol. 82. 
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single canopjT, tlie side shafts then existing but the upper 
part lost and shown in outline only. The indents of two 
shields above the canopy are also shown, one on the 
sinister apparently a merchant mark as the cross and 
streamers appear above the shield proper. The following 
account is also given:— 

" On a stone 7 feet 8 inches by within the rails of the 
communion table towards the south, a brass of a man in a gown, 
with a dagger by his side, standing under a rich canopy. In 
Mr. Mytton's time this was ' supposed to be one of the Barkers of 
H a g h m o n d ' : but that family did not settle there till after the 
Dissolution, and this brass seems much more ancient. If the dagger 
did not oppose the notion, we should call the figure an ecclesiastick." 

The Eev. Edward Williams' drawing in Add. MS. 21, 
236, fol. 83, dated May 24th, 1793, represents the figure 
alone, and is apparently reversed; his drawing may 
perhaps have been copied from an impression taken by 
means of printer's ink, and the fact that he was drawing 
from a reversed impression overlooked. That Mr. Williams 
occasionally made such impressions is proved by a copy 
of the Pontesbury inscription taken at this date and now 
bound into his collections. 

The figure represented a civilian with close cropped 
hair and forked beard. The closely buttoned tight-
fitting sleeves of an under-dress appeared at the wrists, 
over this was a tunic with close fitting sleeves, and over 
all an ample mantle buttoned on the right shoulder and 
gathered up under the left arm. From an ornamented 
belt passing over the left shoulder hung an anelace. 
The shoes were long and pointed. To the mantle was 
attached a hood. Similar figures exist at Northleach, c. 
1400, and at Chipping Campden, 1401, both in Gloucester-
shire, and engraved in BoutelCs Series of Monumental 
Brasses. 

I V . 

THOMAS CORBET, ESQ., 1 4 3 6 , AND WIFE ANCARET. 

Owen and Blakeway, vol. ii, p. 287, give an engraving 
of this brass and the following account:— 

" A large slab, 10 feet 7 inches by 4 feet 9 inches, in the south aisle, 
thereon brasses of a warrior and lady : he is helmeted and in plate 
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armour, his face disclosed, his hands joined in prayer, by his side a 
sword and dagger ; his feet resting on a lion. The lady in a flat but 
highly adorned head-dress, her veil thrown back : robed in a long 
open mantle; at her feet two small dogs. Four shields decorated this 
tomb: three of which had disappeared in Mr. Mytton's t ime : but 
when Dugdale visited the church, that over the man's head bore the 
single raven of Corbet, and the fourth, under the lady's feet, bore the 
same coat, impaling three pallets surmounted of Barry of seven: 
intended, no doubt, for the arms of Barre. There was no inscription 
remaining, but Mr. Mytton describes the stone as remaining in the 
Talbot's chaneel, and said to be of that family : and he afterwards 
found in a book of William Salusbury's of Rug, the great genealogist, 
the following inscription, which proves the correctness of the tradi-
tion." 

" 3Bic jarrnt S t o m a s (Corbet tic J i lor ton anntner ct gtnarijorcta 
uxor EJUS filt'a tTijomae i3nrrc militts junior k tin a: gUt'cta uxoris tf 
soror9 3joi)is &nt © a l b o t qui quitem S t o m a s obiit J¥l . <£<&©<£% 
X 3 O T E Sc pica aniiarcta obiit trie anno . " 

The Kev. Edward Williams gives a very careful drawing 
of this brass in Add. MS. 21, 236, fob 71, under date 
May 24th, 1793, and notes that it was then in the " South 
Chancel." 

The brass consisted of two effigies, four shields of arms on 
large quatrefoils, and a marginal inscription with, probably, 
the symbols of the Evangelists at the corners. Thomas 

J ο 

Corbet was represented in complete plate armour, 
wearing the slightly pointed bascinet, plate gorget, 
epaulieres composed of overlapping plates, coutes slightly 
heart shaped, gauntlets with large peaked cuffs, breastplate 
with pallets to defend the armpits. A long skirt of taces 
with two small tui]les buckled on the bottom, cuisses, 
genouillieres, and jambs protect the legs, the feet being 
encased in pointed sollerets with rowel spurs. The sword 
was suspended from a narrow ornamented belt crossing 
the skirt of taces diagonally. At the left side was fastened 
the misericorde. Under the feet was a lion. 

His wife Ancaret, wore the horned head-dress with 
flowing veil, tight fitting kirtle and mantle. At her feet 
were two small dogs with collars of bells. 

The lower sinister quatrefoil, the only one remaining 
in 1793, bore a shield charged with—Or, a raven sa. 
CORBET, impaling Paly arg. and sa. four bars gu. 
BARRE. 



T H O M A S C O R B E T , ESQ., A N D W I F E A N C A R E T . 

1436. 

S H R E W S B U R Y , S T . A L K M U N D . 

From a drawing in Brit. Mus., Add. MS. 21,236,/oZ. 71. 
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Thomas Corbet, Esq., of Morton, married Ancaret, a 
daughter of Sir Thomas Barre, Knt., by his wife Alice, 
sister of John, Lord Talbot. Thomas Corbet died in 1436 
without issue. His widow is said to have afterwards 
married Jenkin Hanmer, Esq., of Hanmer. 

V. 

JOHN HERVY, 1 4 7 0 , JOHN HUMFRESTON, 1 4 9 7 , AND THEIR 
WIFE MARGERY. 

BRASS ENGRAVED C. 1 5 0 0 . 

Owen and Blakeway give no illustration but supply the 
following account in vol. ii, p. 288 :— 

" A marble 6 feet 11 inches by 2 feet 11-J inches, towards the ascent 
to the altar, with the brass of a woman between two men in long 
gowns edged with fur : under the man on the left hand three daughters 
and a son : under the other man, six sons and as many daughters. 
A t the two left hand corners, i.e., over and under Humfreston, a 
shield of his arms: an eagle displayed, debruised by a chevron 
charged with three roses : at the upper right hand corner a trades-
man's mark." 

The Bev. Edward Williams under date May 24, 1793, 
gives a sketch of this brass in Add. MS. 21,236, fol. 73, and 
notes it was then " On the north side of the chancel 
betw ye seats & the steps leading to y" communion table." 
The figures of the children were then lost. 

From Owen and Blakeway's account and from Mr. 
Williams' drawing a full account of the brass is obtainable. 

In the centre was the figure of the wife turned sideways 
so as to be looking towards her second husband John 
Humfreston whose figure was on her right hand, on her 
left was the figure of John Hervy. Both the husbands 
were represented full face and wore similar dresses, viz., 
long fur-lined gowns with wide sleeves also lined with 
fur. Both had long hair and broad round toed shoes. 
Attached to their girdles were gypcieres or pouches. 

Their wife Margery wore the kennel shaped head-dress 
and the close fitting gown with fur edging and cuffs 
usually associated with this head-dress. Bound the hips 
was a broad ornamented belt with a long pendent end 

G 
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terminating in ornamented metal work. Below the 
figures was a black letter inscription in five lines:— 
I© i t {acent 3 )o ! j cs ?Bcrbij ct ?Bumfreston 23uvgcnscs btllc 

salopic ct j t l a v g c n ' a u x o r e o r 3 

ct pijict3 3)oDcs IBerbi) obiit ϊιηί millto C i L ' C C l U ' X ct piuct9 

3)o i j cs p^umfres ton obtit ult imo 
iric nTcss marctt ύ α ϊιηί mil l lo (CCC(L*C nonagcs imo bit ac etiam 

i l t a r g c r i a uxor piiictor9 obiit 
trie n u n s i s i 3 n n o tint millto quingentcsimo qtior9 

gtn imab? pptctet5 fcc9 amc 

Below tlie inscription were the groups of children. 
Under Humfreston three daughters and one son in two 
groups; under Hervy six sons and sis daughters also in 
two groups. 

At the four corners were shields, the upper and lower 
dexter charged with the arms of HUMFRESTON :—An/., 
an eagle displayed sa., over all a chevron gu. charged with 
three roses oj the first—; the upper sinister bore the 
merchant mark of John Hervy, the lower sinister was 
lost in 1793 but probably contained a similar mark. 

Owen and Blakeway state that " John Humfreston was 
a vintner in Shrewsbury, and a son of William Humfreston, 
of Humfreston. He was admitted a burgess of Shrewsbury 
in 15 Edw. IV." 

Margery survived her second husband and caused the 
brass to be made about the year 1500, leaving a blank for 
the date of her own death. This blank, as usual, had 
never been filled in. 

THOMAS PONTISBURY, 1 5 1 4 , AND WIFE ELIZABETH. 

Mentioned in Owen and Blakeway, vol. ii, p. 288 :— 

" The earliest memorial with a date was the fo l lowing ,not iced by D n g -
dale. On another plate of brass let into marble " : 

" pH'c f a a n t C i j o m a s ^ o n t i s b u r n j juoirt jani mcrcator stapulc 
© a l i s t e qui obiit 26 tite J l l a r t t s an ο ϊιηί 1 5 1 4 ct 1SIi?abcrf)a uxor 
e jus que obtit nono trie Sceptcmbrts ao 1 5 1 3 . " 



J O H N H E R V Y , J O H N H U M F R E S T O N , A N D T H E I R W I F E M A R G E R Y . 

O. 1500. 

S H R E W S B U R Y , S T . A L K M U N D . 

From, a drawing in Brit. Mus., Add. MS. 2 1 , 2 3 6 , f o l . 73 . 
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" T h e person here recorded was bailiff of the T o w n three times 
between 1469 and 1489. H e was not the first of the name interred 
in this church : f o r our M S . Chronicle, under 1400, says, ' this yeare 
W m . Ponsbury died, and lyethe in St. Alkmoond 's , ' and another 
W i l l i a m Pontysbury , the same, no doubt , w h o was bailiff in 1493, in 
his will , the probate of which bears date 15 March, 1510, and in 
which he mentions Elizabeth his wi fe , and Helyne and D o r o t h y his 
daughters, the f o r m e r of them then married to Thomas Buryton , 
orders himself to be buried in this church . " 

There is no mention of this brass in the Eev. Edward 
Williams' collections. 

Y I . 

GEORGE PONTESBURY, 1 5 5 0 , AND WIFE JANE, 1 5 5 3 . 

W I T H ADDITIONS IN 1 6 3 6 . 

In Add. MS. 21,236, fol. 83, is an unfinished drawing of 
the armed figure of George Pontesbury. At fol. 88, is an 
impression taken with printer's ink, " from a brass plate 
lying in the closet on the north side of St. Alkmund's 
church, Shrewsbury, originally fixed in a marble monument 
in the chancel of that church, Oct. 4, 1793." 

This was the inscription below the figures. 
In Owen and Blakeway, vol. ii, p. 289, is an engraving 

of the brass, here reproduced, and the following 
account:— 

" A marble inlaid w i t h brass. T h e inscriptions are g iven thus by 
Dugdale , somewhat more fully than in the engraving . " 

" f i f t c jacet (Seorgtus f jontt ' sburt ct 3 ) a n a uxor e jus et corum buo 
filti bt5 ( t f j o m a s $ o n t : ct (Seorgius p o n t e s : necnon D o r o t h e a 
© t o n una turn ;©ara una Slfar3 sLitdjarOt © a t l e g fcc }3itcf)fori;c 
armtgert quae futt uxor libtoartit © i o e n ar. filtt iricttc Doro thea : qui 
ct ipse i)tc situs est in iromt'no . 0 l o n u m e n t u m autcm Jjoc secundum 
boluntatem patris fieri fecit filius e jus ^ o n t c s b u r g natu maxtmus 
3<> i t t . © e r C O C O X X F i . " 

" On a plate at the feet of their portraitures " : 
I B ere Ipcti) (Seorgc $3ontesburg ge sone of ® t o m a s -pontesburg 
late of ia&brtgbtlgc fajcij iy^cls tfjc tcntf) frag of © c t o b e r j j m ' 
1 5 5 0 anb in gc ffofortf) gere of tbe ragcmc'of IXimctc (Sbfoarb 
tbe sixt anU a l so g ja l jne j i s toiffe one of tbe bougbtcrs of Sbtr 
l i t cbat 'b H a c o n fmictijt fofjtcb tfieb tbe last bag of 3 )une in tftc 
sebentb gere of g c ragane of g c abobc narncb toortbic p'nee fitnge 
Ebtoarb g* s i x ? on febom ge lorb for 3Jesus © b u s t ' saftc babe 

m a r c g . " 
G 2 
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" And below " : 

" ®t)omas ^ontsburn " ffieorgtus ̂ ontcsbuni 
obiit an font JW<ZD®©eD®F." obiit 1589 april m n 

" The fourth shield, now a blank, bore in Dugdale's time, the arms 
of Ottley." 

" The inscription as engraved, and also as it exists in Dugdale's 
transcript, presents an insurmountable difficulty, making the stone 
to have been laid down in 1536 to the memory of persons, all of 
whom, except one, died many years after that date. But Mr. W . 
Mytton's drawing supplies the deficient century by adding a sixth C : 
and the inscription was assuredly cut in 1636. There is exactly the 
same mistake of a century in the date of the second Thomas 
Pontesbury, who certainly died in 1605, as is proved by the parish 
register and here also Mr. Mytton supplies a sixth C." 

A short pedigree will better show the relationship of 
the persons mentioped in the inscription: 

Thomas Pontesbury, of Adbrightlee, =j= Elizabeth, clau. of 
" " Richard Grafton, 

dec. 9 Sept., 1513. 
Merchant of the Staple of Calais, dec. 
26 March, 1514. 

George Pontesbury, of Adbrightlee, Jane, dau. of Sir Richard 
dec. 10 Oct., 1550. 

I 
Thomas 

dec. 17 March, 
1605. 

George 
dec. 7 April, 

1589. 

Lacon, knt., 
June, 1553. 

dec. 30 

Dorothy =f= Edward Owen, of 
bur. 27 Oct., I Salop. 

1593. 

Edward Owen, of Adbrightlee, 
living in 1623. 

Sarah, dau. of Rich-
ard Oteley, of 
Pitchford. 

Thomas Owen, 
»t. 6 in 1G23. 

Pontesbury Owen, 
filius et hseres, 
set. 10 in 1623, 

bur . 24 April, 
1652. 

1 
Margaret, 

set. 12 in 1623. 

The brass consisted of two effigies, an inscription below, 
six shields of arms, four scrolls and a marginal inscription. 
Two scrolls and one shield were lost at the time the 
drawing was made. 

The figure of George Pontesbury was in armour with a 
mantle over it. His wife wore the " Paris head" with 
depressed centre, an overgown and apparently a ruff. 

Of the shields the upper dexter and two centre bore the 
arms of PONTESBURY—Sa., on a fess between three 
martlets or as many fleur-de-lys az. The upper sinister 
LACON—Quarterly of six I and YI. Quarterly per fess 
indented erm. and az. LACON. II . . . . a cross engrailed 



S H R E W S B U R Y , ST. A L K M U X D . 

" T H E POXTESBUET BRASS. " 

From Owen and Blakeway's History of Shrewsbury. 



84 MONUMENTAL· BRASSES IN SHROPSHIRE. 85 

. . . I I I . Or, a bend cotised sa. HARLEY. I Y . AZ., 
three round buckles or, REMEVILL. Y . two 
chevrons within a bordure engrailed· . . . The lower 
dexter, OWF.X—Or, a lion rampant gu. The lower sinister 
according to Dugdale, OTLEY—Arg., on a bend az., three 
oat garbs or. 

The marginal inscription states that Pontesbury Owen 
caused the monument to be placed in 1636, but the 
costume of the figures agrees more with the date of the 
deaths of George and Jane Pontesbury. Most probably 
Pontesbury Owen added the marginal inscription and the 
various shields to the two figures and inscription already 
on the stone. 

Y I I . 

RICHARD PROWDE, 1 6 0 8 , AND WIFE ALICE. 

Mentioned by Owen and Blakeway, vol. ii, p. 290 : 
" In the south aisle. On a plate of brass, having the figures of a 

man and woman, the man in a gown, and under them this inscrip-
t i o n " : 

" HERE LYETH THE JSODT OF RICHARD PROWDE DRAPER, HUSBAND 
OP ALICE PROWDE, DECEASSED THE 2 5 DAY OF AUGUST 1 6 0 8 , A N D 
HAD YSSUE 2 SONS RICHARD & JAMES & SIX DAUGHTERS, ANNE, 
MARY DECEASED, ELIANOR, MARY, SARAH, M A R G A R E T . " 

S H R E W S B U R Y , ST. M A R Y . 

JOHN GARDINER, 1 6 2 8 . 

Inscription with shield of arms Size of plate 22 by 7 
inches. 

IN MEMORIAM SPECTATISSEMI VIRI DOMINI 
JOIIANNIS GARDINERI 

G R A T I A SANCTA D E I TIBI FVLSIT CHARE J O H A N N E S 
EX RE NOMEN HABES HOC TV A VITA PROBAT 

H O R T I C Y L T O R ERAS TIBI CVRA SOLOQ POLOQ. 
PLANTAS EGREGIAS ADDERE SVMA FVIT 

RESVRGENTIS LETITIA 
HINC SVRGO PROPERAT MEDIATOR IN AERE CHRISTVS 

OBVIVS HVIC RAPIOR SEMPER EROQ COMES 1 6 2 8 . 
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In the lower sinister corner is a shield charged with the 
arms of GARDINER—per fess arg. and sa. a pale counter-
changed and three griffins' heads erased of the second. 

Mural. North Transept. 

TONG. 

I . 

SIR WILLIAM VERNON, .1467, AND WIDOW MARGARET. 

Full length effigies of Sir William Vernon in armour, 
and Dame Margaret in widow's attire, seven sons, five 
daughters (two lost), eight shields of arms and marginal 
inscription. 

For good workmanship, general effect, and wealth of 
heraldry this is the finest example in the county. 

Sir William is represented in armour, bare-headed, his 
head resting on a tilting helmet having the Vernon crest— 
a hoars head—and rich mantling. His armour consists 
of a collar of mail with vandycked edge, breast-plate with 
demi-piaccatfs pauldrons or shoulder pieces differing in 
shape, that on the_left arm being further strengthened by 
a serrated ridge, the coutes or elbow pieces are of an extra-
vagant size, the gauntlets are shell backed with long 
peaked cufis, the fingers defended by small overlapping 
plates, the skirt of taces is long and terminates in a mail 
fringe over which are buckled two large and heavy tuiles, 
the genouillieres have plates behind, and the sollerets are 
long and pointed with unguarded rowel spurs. The sword 
is suspended diagonally in front of the body, from a plain 
narrow belt whilst the misericorde is attached to the 
taces on the left side. Above the figure is a scroll 
inscribed;— 

JSctu&tctus bnts in bonis suts. 
Dame Margaret is represented in widow's attire. She 

Wears the veil head-dress, a barbe covering the shoulders 
like a cape, a gown with tight sleeves and a sideless cote-
hardie; over all is a mantle lined with ermine and fastened 
by a cord and tassels. At her feet is a curious repre-
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sentation of an elephant, and from her mouth proceeds a 
scroll bearing:— 

lint fill irautii miserere nob9 

Below the effigies are the small figures separately inlaid— 
except in the case of the two youngest sons and the two 
eldest and two youngest daughters—of seven sons and five 
daughters. The sons are all in civil costume; from the 
mouth of the eldest proceeds a scroll inscribed :— 

Scp'attt in itno ct ereptat me. 
From the mouth of the second son :— 

ffilt bet memento met. 
From the mouth of the fourth the scroll is lost. 
From the mouth of the fifth :— 

Bnc lettaut atarn mea a& te. 
The third, sixth, and seventh sons have no scrolls. 
The daughters—originally five in number but the figures 

of the two youngest are now lost—wear a modified type 
of the butterfly head-dress and close fitting gowns cut 
low at the neck ; the figure of the third daughter is some-
what larger than the others, her gown is trimmed with fur, 
and from her mouth proceeds a scroll inscribed:— 

lint fili9 matte pietat9 miserere nobis 
There are eight shields of arms inlaid in the slab, three 

at the top, three at the bottom, and two in the centre 
between the figures. 

Top row:— 
(Dexter). Az., three bars or. PEMBRUGE. 
(Centre). Az., crusily two pipes or. PYPE. 
(Sinister). Sa., a fess chequy az. and or, between six 

escallops arg. DURVASSALL. 

Centre:— 
(Upper). Arg.,fretty sa. VERNON. 
(Lower). Arg., a lion rampant gu, collared and crowned 

or. STACPOLE. 
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Bottom row: 
(Dexter). Az., three lions passant in pale arg. CAM-

VILLE. 
(Centre). VERNON impaling PYPE. 
(Sinister). Arg., a bend engrailed gu. (?). TREAMTON (?) 

This last coat occurs amongst the Vernon quarterings on 
the tomb of Sir George Vernon, " the king of the Peak," 
1567, in Bakewell church, Derbyshire. (See Notes on the 
Churches of Derbyshire, by J.-Charles Cox, vol. ii, p. 22). 

A marginal inscription inlaid in the chamfered edge of 
the tomb surrounds the whole :— 

* pMc intent ins Sffitlfms Fernon ittilcs ffiuonfcm Jfltles 
constahulanus Anglic filius et ijeres ϊιηί JUcar&t Fernon Jttt litis 
qui quonbm crat Cijcsaurartus GTalesie qui quifcem tons (ESillms 
obiit ultimo trie JWensis ^junii gtnno Bo mint JMlimo (TCCC0 

I L X F I I ©t iMargareta uxor bict SSJilli filta I5t Ijerctiitar9 tint 
Hlobertt 3,3)jpts (5t jjpernores ittilitis que qutUem Jllargareta obiit 

trie ittensis anno Domini jhtllimo C (££(·> !.£ 
quorum Itnimabus r̂opicietur 3Beus IlJi i l©Ji. 

The figures measure 3 feet in height and the size of the 
whole composition is 7 feet by 3 feet. It rests on a high 
tomb in the nave. 

Engravings of this brass may be found in Waller s Series, 
pt. xi, and in Griffiths' History of Tong, p> 42. 

Mr. Waller gives the following account of the persons 
commemorated by this brass :— 

" Sir William Vernon, of Tong, Shropshire, also of 
Haddon, Derbyshire, and Harlaston in the county of 
Stafford, was son of Sir Eichard Vernon, speaker of the 
parliament held at Leicester in 1426, and Treasurer of 
Calais 1445-51, by Benedicta, daughter of Sir John 
Ludlow, widow of Sir Fulk de Pembruge. Sir William 
held the appointment of knight constable of England, at 
what date does not appear, but probably as successor to 
Sir Sampson Meverill, who held it from, and in the life-
time of, John duke of Bedford. The knight constable was 
deputy of the lord high constable of England and kept 
the constable court. A statute passed 13 Bic. II, 1389, 
c. ii., declares the jurisdiction of the constable of England, 
and the power of the court in the pleas which might be 
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held in it. ' To the constable,' says the Act, ' it pertaineth 
to have cognizance of contracts touching deeds of arms 
and of war out of the realm, and also of things that touch 
war within the realm which cannot be determined nor 
discussed by the common law.' Sir William Vernon 
inherited from his father large possessions chiefly in the 
counties of Derby, Leicester, Salop, and Stafford, and 
became interested by marriage in other estates to which 
his wife was heiress. By his will, made on Sunday before 
the feast of SS. Peter and Paul, 1467, two days before his 
decease, Sir William Vernon, ' myghty of mynde,' desired 
to be buried in the church of St. Bartholomew at Tong, 
where a tomb was to be made after his own ' devyse,' and 
a priest to sing thereat for three years. He leaves to 
his wife Margaret the lordship of Marpul or Tong for life, 
in lieu of her jointure, which she had given up to their 
son Henry and his wife ; to his four daughters Elizabeth, 
Margaret, Benett, and Alice, a marriage portion of 500 
marks each, provided they dispose themselves according 
to the wishes of their mother; to his son William an 
annuity of twenty marks; to Richard the manor of 
Hasilbach for life; to Ralph the manor of Reworth in fee 
and all the testator's purchased lands for life ; and he 
appointed Margaret his wife executrix with William 
Cumberforth and John Penyston, priest. The testator 
died on the 30tli of June, 1467, and the will, still pre-
served at Somerset House, was proved at Lambeth 27th of 
June 1468, chaplain Penyston renouncing the exe-
cutorship." 

" Margaret, wife of Sir William Vernon, only daughter 
and heiress, as it appears, of Sir William Swynfen, of 
Pipe Ridware, Staffordshire, by Jocosa or Joyce, younger 
daughter and co-heir of Sir William Durvassal alias Sper-
nore, senior, is described upon the brass as ' daughter 
and heir of Sir Robert Pype and Spernore,' an error which 
at one time caused much perplexity to genealogists, who 
found the addition at variance with authentic records. 
In a deed dated 13 Hen. IV, 1435-6, quoted by Shaw in 
his History of Staffordshire from a manuscript in the 
Harleian collection, John de la Hay, rector, grants to 
Richard Whitehill for life a moiety of certain lands in 
Rushale and Wallesal, co. Stafford, remainder to Margaret 
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wife of William de Vernon, daughter and heir of Jocosa, 
late wife of William Swynfen, Esq., and to her heirs 
for ever. William Swynfen, who inherited the Pype estate 
from his mother Agnes, sister of Sir Robert Pype, styled 
himself in 1415 William de Pype, and Lady Vernon as 
heir to her father was sometimes called Margaret de Pype, 
being, in fact, not daughter, but grandniece to Sir Robert. 
The Spernore lands she inherited from her mother Jocosa, 
so that the style ' Sir Robert Pype and Spernore' is 
altogether a misnomer. The original clause of the 
inscription, before its obscuration by the scribe or 
engraver, was perhaps not very different from the 
following:—Et Margareta uxor dici Willi filia dni Willi 
Pypis et hereditar' dni Roberti Pypis et dni Witti 
Spernores Militis, &c." ( Waller, Mon. Brasses.) 

" I n Dr. Ducarel's Anglo-Norman Antiquities con-
sidered in a tour through Normandy, London, fol. 1767, 
this brass and tomb are described as being in the church 
of Vernon, in Normandy. Whether a duplicate memorial 
to Sir William and Lady Vernon ever was erected there 
cannot now perhaps be ascertained, and is in fact very 
unlikely, but the engraving which illustrates the author's 
text is an undoubted, though somewhat inaccurate, 
reduction of the monument at Tong." (Ibid.) 

II. 
RALPH ELCOK, 1 5 1 0 . 

Full length effigy, 25 inches in height, wearing cassock, 
surplice, and almuce. 

Black letter inscription: 
pHc tacct Haiiulpt)2 ©kok ccPrclofraf istf roUgii 
qui natus fuit in tulla stopfortiic infra lomitatu 
UFcstrtc qui obtit in fcsto scc fcatcrinc btrgint's 
rt martcv ,̂ ηηο Mi mtUmo CTOTCrCCCo brst'mo. 

A peculiar figure evidently the work of a provincial 
artist, possibly made at Coventry. The word following 
the surname may be intended for a contraction of 
" cellerarius " but it is not at all clear. 

The figure is a good deal worn especially in the upper 
part. It is now mural in the South Aisle, and is engraved 
in Griffiths' History of Tong, p. 96. 
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I I I . 

SIR ARTHUR YERNON, M.A., 1 5 1 7 . 

Full length effigy in the dress of a master of arts of the 
University of Cambridge, viz., cassock, surplice, tippet 
and hood. Above the head of the figure is a chalice 

Ο 
(7 inches in height) with conical bowl, open work knop 
and spreading base with small knops at the points of the 
feet. Above this is the wafer with a rayed edge and 
inscribed in the centre with " lt)l." 

FROM THE BRASS TO SIB A R T H U R 
VERNON, 1 5 1 7 . 
TON&, SALOP, 

i-linear. 
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Below the effigy is a black letter inscription in three 
lines:— 

©rati spcctalctrv pro ata font girrtntri "Fernon 
In glrttbus rnagrt biuVsitatis rantibrigtc qut_obttt 

XBA foic August! font Jtto Ibtfn cut9 ate pptctet2 foe9 

At the corners of the stone are shields of arms :— 
I. (Upper dexter)—Arg., fretty sa. VERNON. 
II. (Upper sinister)—Quarterly of six, I. VERNON. 

II. Az., three lions passant in pale arg. CAMVILLE. 
III. Arg., a lion rampant gu., collared and crowned or. 
STACKPOLE. IV. Barry of six or and az. PEMBRUGE. 
V. VERNON with a canton gu. VI. Az., crusily hvo pipes 
or. PYPE. 

III. (Lower dexter) as No. II. 
IV. (Lower sinister) as No. I. 
The effigy measures 42 inches in height and the size of 

the whole composition is 8 feet (5 inches by 4 feet. It is 
on the floor of the Vernon Chantry where it was found 
during the restoration in 1892. Cole, the Cambridge 
antiquary, noted the figure on the occasion of his visit in 
1757, but there is no notice of it in the Rev. Edward 
Williams' Collections (Add. MSS. 21, 236-37), taken 
between 1792-1803, so that it was probably floored over 
sometime between 1757-1803. 

The brass is engraved in Griffiths' History of Tong, p. 55. 
Arthur Vernon was the fifth son of Sir Henry Vernon 

by his wife Anne, daughter of John Talbot, second Earl 
of Shrewsbury. He was a master of arts of the University 
of Cambridge, rector of Whitchurch and warden of the 
college of Tong. He died 15 August, 1517} and must 
have been one of the first persons buried in the chapel 
erected by his father and only completed in 1515. By 
will dated the last day of September, 8 Hen. VIII, he 
desires his body to be buried " in the same parish church 
where I die " and to have a stone " what myn executours 
thinke best for me and my picture drawen therupon and 
for the making of my stone I bequeth xxx-s·." (P. C. C., 
Holder, fol. 35v.) 

In the west wall of the same chantry is a curious stone 
half effigy under a canopy with shields of arms to the 
same Arthur Vernon. 





93 MONUMENTAL· BRASSES IN SHROPSHIRE. 

IV. 

DAME ELIZABETH DAUNSEY, 1 5 4 9 . 

Inscription with shield of arms. Size of plate 17|- by 
inches. 

3£ere bn&er Inert) tntcrrctf tijc boijtr of Bame (SBtoabetf) 
Babnseg Utscrnttcij of tije fjottse κ familn of jjf B̂ccfecs 
first mariefc to §btr -^ofjn jbUeffington knigbte 
somtgme Scljertffe of nonfood after marrteit 
to ̂ rgjofm Babnsan fcnigijte. <JM>iit tint. 1549. 
tThouaijc birtues rare &fo in tin's iotafjte abottnire 
glntf toelttc at toill tftts toortfjte labte iiiir poresse 
Jiet notf)inge in gc entie |)er praise btG more resottniie 
tficn fattljc In ^esus GFIjrist tottf) sober go&Itnes 
ύη eie to blynft a Inme to lame slje foas 
®o poore a frenb <jff bpnne in ccljc iiectre 
Botft fionoureb ζ belouefo too Ioe tfjis footfje btrtu pas 
®o place appointed bn tfje IorUe tofjere hlesseir nt sfcal be. 

Below this plate is a smaller one measuring 9|· by 3J 
inches with the initials J. R., G. S., J. T., in a lozenge 
between the words 

" |iostterttnt petatis ittonutnentum." 
Above the inscription is a shield bearing the Skeffington 

quarterings impaling PECKE or Peche—Or, three eagles 
displayed az., the upper dexter one charged on the breast with 
a crescent for difference. 

For the Skeffington quarterings see JSTO. Y . 
Mural. Chancel. Engraved in Griffiths' History of 

long, p. 86. 

Y . 

WILLIAM SKEEFINGTON, ESQ., 1 5 5 0 . 

Inscription with arms, crest, helmet and mantling. Size 
of plate 17 ·̂ by 9̂ - inches. 

f̂ ere bnfcer Inert) interred rtje bofcne of ®XiIIiam §?ftef= 
fington late of rtje 5®f)ite Hafotes Ssquire Sonne anil 
Ijeire of ^ir gjofjn f̂teffington sometime of 
Hon&o itnigijte. ©biit &no ϊιηί. 1550 
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esquier fie foas rigfjtc ijarbue to tfje ftaltrc 
glnb faitfjfull to tjis 3̂njncc in; quiet tgmc of peace 
23ut tofjen Ins course on eartftc f>c Sab fullfiliic 
©f)e Horiie of toorlbln tooes bib fn'm release 
&nb to fit's lungbomc tijen fris soule bib call 
f^is bobne to bust rcturneb from tofjencc nt came 
®t6icf) rape agagnc fie toill to -̂ jon celcstiall 
®ll)erc bobne anb sonic sljall eber prapse fn's name. 

Below is a smaller plate similar in all respects to the one 
on No. IV. 

Above is a square plate rounded at the top, bearing the 
arms, crest, &c., of Skeffington. 

Quarterly of six, I. Arg., three bulls' heads erased sa. 
SKEFFINGTON. II. . . a bend between two cotises 
and six mullets . . . III. . . . three birds . 
IV. . . . a fess dancettee between three crescents . 
V. Erm., a bend . . . VI. Erm., on a chief indented 

. three escallop shells . . . In the fess point a 
crescent . . . for difference. 

Crest:—A mermaid with comb and mirror, all proper. 
Mural. Chancel. Engraved in Griffiths' History of 

long, p. 84. 

UPTON CKESSETT. 

BICHARD CRESSETT, ESQ., AND WIFE JANE, 1 6 4 0 . 

A quadrangular plate measuring 23 by 20 -̂ inches. 
In the centre are the effigies of Eichard Cressett and his 
wife Jane kneeling at a prayer desk on which lie open 
books. Bichard Cressett wears a doublet with square 
turned-back collar, trunk hose, high boots and long cloak. 
Two sons in similar costume kneel behind him. His wife 
wears a close-fitting hood with lace edging, a gown with 
large turned-back collar also edged with lace, the sleeves 
puffed at the shoulders, slashed on the £fore arms and 
terminating in short lace-edged cuffs. Three daughters 
in similar attire kneel behind their mother. All kneel oil 
cushions on a chess-board pattern floor and are enclosed 
by a flat-topped arch, from the centre of which hangs a 
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shield bearing the arms of CRESSETT—az., a avss engrailed 
ivithin a bordure also engrailed or—impaling HUXLEY of 
Edmonton—erm., on a bend cotised gu. three crescents or. 

Below is an inscription in Roman capitals : 

P. M. S. 
EEQVIESCIT SVB HOC CESPITE DEPOSITVM Janie cressett 
Eichardo cressett ARMIGERO MAKITAT® Georgio Huxley 
ET Catharine VXORI DE Wyrehall IN PARETLE EDMVNTON" 
AGRI MIDDLESEXESII (SED ILLE Cestria ORIVNDO) PROG-

NATIE. QVIE POST DUODECENNIYM CONIVGIALE OCTONAQ 

PVERPERIA SYPERSTITIBVS QUINQ LIBERIS EOBERTO ET EICII-

ARDO MASCVLIS, Catharina ElizaBetha ET Alisia FJEMELLIS. 

EEBYS HVMANIS EXCEDENS PLACIDE OBDORMIVIT. 

Ne quod MNEMOSYNVM desit marmorqj 
dolorq? Coniugis seterno NECTAHE Nomen 
asunt Pignoraqj ingeniis et matrissantia 
formisTot stant Historic tot Monumenta 
tibi. 

Ε . G E I G S SCVLPSIT. 

This seems to be the only plate in the county upon 
which a maker's name appears. Instances of the maker's 
or engraver's names are scarce. Two inscriptions dated 
1654 and 1656 at Darley, Derbyshire, were made by 
" Eobert Thorpe in Sheffield the carver " ; an inscription 
dated 1629 at Nunkeeling, East Yorkshire, ends " Gab. 
Hornbie Sculp."; at Eudston and Lowthorpe, both in the 
same Eiding, are inscriptions bearing " Tho. Mann Eboraci 
sculp." They are dated 1665 and 1677. Another inscrip-
tion at Ormskirk, Lancashire, 1661, reads " Bichard Mosok 
Sculpsitt." 

The Cressett brass is on the wall of a chapel on the 
south side of the chancel. This chapel is said to have 
been a mortuary chapel belonging to the Cressett family, 
but is now used as a vestry. 

Eichard Cressett, Esq., married Jane, a daughter of 
George and Catherine Huxley, of Edmonton, Middlesex. 

DIE VIIBRIS VI j 

ANO DNI MDCXL -<J 

IETATIS XXIX 
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She died on the 6th of September, 1640, aged 29, leaving 
issue two sons, Eobert and Richard, and three daughters, 
Catherine, Elizabeth and Alice. 

WENLOCK, MUCH. 

RICHARD RIDLEY, 1 5 9 2 , AND WIFE ELEANOR. 

Small effigies kneeling on cushions at a table whereupon 
lie open books. Richard Ridley wears the usual civilian 
dress of the period. His wife has the " Paris hede," ruff 
and overgown. 

Below is a black letter inscription in ten lines. 
i2ccr bnto tf)t's place Iyetf) bttrieb tf)c boby of iftttfjarij lilibley, sonne 
gtntr fjcyrc of Baynofb Hylrtcy of Hynlcy Gent' ζ of i l l ice licigfjton 

fit's 
(ffliifc, fnrste maryeb to ®f)omas itlotonsloe of <£attgf)Iey CSSEN®, 

by tofjomc sfje fjab 
issue one sonnc ζ b baugfjtcrs. (Tfjc sayb liltcfiarb libeb in goob 

name ζ 
Mepovt ζ foas tfoysc 23ayly of tfjis totonc of ®lenIocfi ζ ψ ffran= 

cfjescs 
tfjcrcof. fbe martjeb ilcanot Daughter of -Jjobn Sbybenfjam of 

Cfjilfoortfjy in 
Co. Somerset ζ fiab no Issue. Wtt bcpartcb out of tins transitory 

lyfc tfjc tit 
of January 1592 ζ tfjc sayb Eleanor jjis foyfc surbibing Jjtnt causcb 

tfjis 
jilonument to be sett up for a pcrpctualf token of fter singular ζ 

obebient 
Iouc totoarb fji 

Above the figures are three shields of arms: 
Dexter—Arg. on a mouncl vert a bull statant gu., armed 

or. RIDLEY of Lynley. 
Centre—BIDLEY impaling SYDENHAM as in the sinister 

shield. 
Sinister—Quarterly of six—I and YI. Arg., three rams 

passant 2 and 1, sa. SYDENHAM, of Combe, co. Somerset. 
II. arg., a bend fusilly sa. KITSFORD. III. arg., a cross 
engrailed gu., in the dexter-chief a mullet. IV. Barry of 
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six erm. and gu. V. sa., a bend or between six fountains 
ppr. STOURTON. 

The effigies are 9̂ · inches in height and the size of the 
whole composition is 19 by 20 inches. It is on the north 
wall of the chancel. 

Eichard Ridley, son and heir of Eaynold Eidley, of 
Lynley, by his wife Alice Leighton, widow of Thomas 
Mownsloe of Caughley, by whom she had one son and 
five daughters, was twice Bayley of Wenlock and married 
Eleanor, daughter of John Sydenham, of Chilworthy, 
Somersetshire, by whom he had no issue. He died 
3rd January, 1592, and his widow erected the monument 
to his memory. 

II. 

ROBERT THORNE, 1 6 4 5 . 

Inscription and three shields of arms on a small quad-
rangular plate on the north wall of the chancel. 

NERE VNTO THIS SCVLPTVRE LYETH INTERRED YE BODY 

OF ROBERT THORNE GENT. LATE OF SPONHILL WHO 
SEVERALL TYMES WITH PRVDENCE FIDELITY AND JVSTICE 
DISCHARGED THE OFFICE OF BAYLIFFE IN THIS ANCIENT 
CORPORATION OF WENLOCK HE LIVED A LOYAL SVBJECT 
TO HIS KINGE A LOVING SERVANT TO HIS COVNTRY AND 
IN ALL ENDEAVOVRS MANIFESTED HIMSELF A TRVE IIO-
NOVRER OF THE NOBLE FAMILY OF THE LAWLEYS THVS 
HE LIVED THEN DIED THE 1 8 DAY OF MARCH AO 1 6 4 5 

AGED 7 0 YEARES FOR WHOSE PIOVS MEMORIE HIS MOVRN-
FULL KINSMAN EDWARD THORNE HATH FOR SVRVIVING 
AGES LEFT THIS TESTIMONY OF HIS LOVE AND GRIEFE 

Arms on the dexter and sinister . . . . three 
lozenges in fesse . . . . THORNE 

In the centre—THORNE impaling . . . . a chevron 
between three leopard's faces . . . . 

II 
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W H I T C H U R C H . 

I . 

MATTHEW FOWLER, M . B . , 1 6 7 7 . 

Inscription with shield of arms, crest, helmet and 
mantling. The whole enclosed in an ornamented border. 
In the upper part are a candlestick, hour-glass and skull 
and crossbones. 

Size of plate 24 by 24^ inches. 

M. 8. 

MATTHIEI FOWLER GEN81: ET IN MED: 

BACC : QVI LVTETLE PARISIORVM VARIOLIS EXTINCT™, 

PEREGRINATIONI SVJE MVNDANJE EINEM POSVIT ET IN 

CIELESTI PATRIA SEDEM EIXIT PERPETVAM VLTIMO 

DIE JANVARII A D . 1 6 7 7 8 ANNO ^ETATIS SVJE 24™ 

ΟΡΓΒΫΕ SPEI JUVENIS, CORPORE EORMOSYS : 

DOTIBUS ANIM2E INSIGNIOR, PIETATIS ERGA : 

DEVM, ET PARENTES, YERACITATIS, PREDENTIN, 

CASTITATIS, COMITATIS, MORUM DENiqj BONORVM 

OMNIVM LAVDABILE EXEMPLAR, EXTERIS ET 

IGNOTIS GRATVS, AMICIS CARVS, PARENTVM DVM 

YLXIT SOLATIVM NON MEDIOCRE ET POST 

MORTEM LVCTVS EXTREMVS ; 

Qui Filia TJnica hac Quale eumqz Monumentum, ne 
Inutilia TJixisse Uideatur, Maesti Posuerunt. 

Arms:—Az., on a chevron arg. between three lions 
passant guardant or, as many crosses pattee sa., a mullet in 
chief for difference. FOWLER. 

Crest:—An owl arg., ducally gorged or. 
Mural. North Aisle. 



J O H N O N L E Y A N D W I F E J O A N . 

1512. 

W I T H I N G T O N , S A L O P . 
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II. 

JAMES EGERTON, 1 7 3 5 , 

Inscription with skull and crossbones. Size of plate 
13 by 9 inches. 

Here lyeth the Body of 
James Egerton son of the Honble 

And Eight Revet* Henry Lord 
Bishop of Hereford and the 

Bight Honb" Elizabeth his Wife 
Who Departed this life 
The 6'4 of Aug'., 1735 

In the 4<4 year of his age. 

•Chancel. 

WITH1NGTON. 

JOHN ONLEY, 1 5 1 2 , AND WIFE JOAN. 

John Ouley, son and heir of Sir Robert Onley, of the 
town of Coventry, is represented bare-headed with long 
hair, his armour consists of a plate gorget, a breast-plate 
strengthened with demi-placcates, pauldrons of a curious 
shape, small coutes, gauntlets with shell backs and peaked 
cuffs, short skirt of taces with mail fringe, over which are 
strapped the tuiles, large knee pieces with plates behind, 
jambs and round-toed sabbatons with rowel spurs. 
The sword is suspended diagonally in front of the body 
from a narrow belt once inlaid with colour. There is no 
misericorde. The left arm of the figure is broken away. 

His wife Joan is represented slightly turned to the 
right, she wears the kennel-shaped head-dress with plain 
lappets, a close-fitting overgown cut square at the neck, 
•showing the finely plaited partlet and undergown below, 
the cuffs are large and edged with fur, whilst the long 
skirt is gathered up under the left arm. 

Η 2 
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Below the figures is a three-line black letter inscrip-
tion : 

iattt 3>ol)cs onlcg Kltus ct ijcrcs bnt robcrtt onlcy 
mil i f cibttat9 cobcntc qui ofcutXIXnw itc nuns9 yjumi tint 
intllmo ©©©CffiSH ft tofina ttx9 tt9 quor9 aiab? pptctV9 fie' ac 

Below the inscription there were on the original slab a 
group of seven sons in civil dress under the father (these 
still remain); and under the mother the indent of a group 
of three or four daughters (the latter were lost before-
1795). 

AR3IS OF THE TOWN OP COVENTRY, 
i linear. 

At the four corners of the slab were originally shields-
of arms (the upper dexter was lost before 1795) ; the 
upper sinister (now placed under the brass of Adam 
Graifton) bears—· 

Quarterly I. and IV. or, three piles gu., on a canton of the 
second a pierced mullet of the first. ONLEY. II and III. 

three stirrups 2 and 1. . . The lower dexter 
bears the arms of the TOWN OF COVENTRY—Per pale 
gu. and vert an elephant, on his back a tower triple towered 



A D A M G R A F F T O N . 
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•or. The lower sinister (now lost) bore—. . . a bend 
between six birds. . . 

In the British Museum (Add. MSS. 21, 236, fol. 109) is 
a sketch of this brass taken June 6, 1794, showing it in 
its original slab then in the nave. Some years ago the 
church was rebuilt, the brass taken from its slab; this 
disappeared and the brass itself was for some time in the 
custody of a neighbouring rector. It is now nailed on 
the north wall of the tower in a somewhat irregular 
fashion. 

The figures are 22|- inches in height. 
This brass possesses considerable interest in that it is 

the work of a " l o c a l " or Warwickshire school of 
engravers, most probably settled in the town of Coventry. 
Compare the figure at Harley. 

II. 

ADAM GRAFFTON, PARSON, 1 5 3 0 . 

Full-length effigy in cassock, surplice, almuce and 
cope. 

Black-letter inscription in five lines :— 
fî cve Ij)tti) InmjciJ fttastcr SI tram (Sraffton tfjc most foorsin'pfull 

prcst 
Inbmig in figs bays sumtijmc cljaplcijne to tijc ffantofos prtncns feimg 
©tifoarb tfu IJtfj ζ pvnnce .itrtijurc arrijctrccon of staff9 i®arifcn of 

ti)c battcll 
fftlia Scane of scgnt JMavy CTollcgc In £ca!op κ pson of tfius 

©ijurcijc 
totjiicij trcccassijti gf xxbti tag of Jjult ϊιηί Ji lF^SSS foljos soul 

gob r(est) 
A shield of arms belonging to the Onley brass is now 

inaccurately fixed below this inscription. 
The figure measures 29|- inches in height and formerly 

lay in the nave, it is now fastened to the south wall of the 
tower. The original stone is lost. 

Master Adam Graffton, LL.B., was not only " the most 
worshipful prest lyving in his days " but also warden of 
Battlefield College, to which post he was admitted 17 
November, 1478 ; chaplain to Edward V. and Prince 
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Arthur; vicar of St. Alkmuncl's Shrewsbury, 1473-1489 ; 
rector of Upton with Withington, 1494 ; canon of St. Chad's 
1494; prebendary of Lichfield, 1497; archdeacon of 
Salop, 1504-1514 ; archdeacon of Stafford and dean of St. 
Mary's Salop. He erected or completed the tower o f 
Battlefield church in 1503. See Battlefield Church, by the 
Rev. W. G. Dimock Fletcher, F.S.A. 

CHRONOLOGICAL L I S T OF BRASSES WITH EFFIGIES. 

BURFORD. Dame Elizabeth Cornewaylle. 
ACTON BURNEI.L. Sir Nicholas Burnell. 
ADDEHLEY. An ecclesiastic (abbot or bishop). 
TONG. Sir William Vernon and wife Margaret. 
H A R L I Y . A man in armour and wife. 
IGHTFIELD. Dame Margery Calveley. 
IGHTFIELD. William Maynwaryng. 
TONG. Ralph Elcok, priest. 
W I T H I N G T O N . John Onley and wife Joan. 
TON'G. Sir Arthur Yernon, M.A., priest. 
W I T H I N G T O N . Adam Graffton, priest. 
EDGMOND. Erancis Yonge and wife Anne. 
A D D E R L E Y . Sir Robert Nedeham and wife Agnes. 
MIDDLE. - Arthur Chambie and wife Margaret. 
ACTON SCOTT. Thomas Mytton and wife Elsabeth. 
DRAYTON. Rowland Corbet. 
M U C H W E N L O C K . Richard Ridley and wife Eleanor. 
GLAZELEY. Thomas Wylde and wife Elizabeth. 
A L Y E L E Y . John Grove. 
U P T O N C R I S S E T T . Richard Cressett and wife Jane. 
CLCN. Sir Robert Howard, K.B. (inscription withj_ 

devices). 

L IST OF B R A S S E S A C C O R D I N G TO COSTUME. 

A R M E D FIGURES : — 

( а ) alone : 
A C T O N BUKNELL, Sir Nicholas Burnell, 1382. 

(б ) with ladies : 
TONG. Sir William Vernon and wife Margaret, 1467. 
H A R L E Y . A man in armour and wife, c. 1475. 
WITHINGTON. John Onley and wife Joan, 1512. 
ADDERLEY. Sir Robert Nedeham and wife Agnes, 1560-

c. 1370. 
1382. 

c. 1390. 
1467. 

c. 1475. 
c. 1495. 

1497. 
1510. 
1512. 
1517. 
1530. 
1533. 
1560. 
1564. 
1571. 

c. 1580. 
1592. 
1599. 
1616. 
1640. 
1653. 
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CIVILIANS : 

(а) alone: 
IGHTFIELD. William Maynwaryng, 1 4 9 7 . 
DRAYTON. Rowland Corbet, c. 1580. 
A L V E L E Y . John Grove, 1 6 1 6 . 

(б) with ladies: 
M I D D L E . Arthur Chambre and wife Margaret, 1 5 6 4 . 
A C T O N SCOTT. Thomas Mytton and wife Elsabeth, 1 5 7 1 . 
M U C H W K N L O C K . Richard Ridley and wife Elianor, 1 5 9 2 . 
GLAZELEY. Thomas Wylde and wife Elizabeth, 1 5 9 9 . 
UPTON CRESSETT. Richard Cressett and wife Jane, 1 6 4 0 

ECCLESIASTICS : 

A D D E R L E Y . An abbot or bishop, c. 1 3 9 0 . 
TONG. Ralph Elcok, 1510. 

Sir Arthur Vernon, M.A., 1517. 
W I T H I N G T O N . Adam Graffton, 1 5 3 0 . 

L A D I E S : 

BURFORD. Dame Elizabeth Cornewaylle, c. 1 3 7 0 . 
IGHTFIELD. Dame Margery Calveley, c. 1495. 

MISCELLANEOUS : 

EDGMOND. Francis Yonge (in shroud) and wife Anne, 1 5 3 3 

CLUN. Sir Robert Howard, K.B., 1653 (inscription with 
devices). 


