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Fonts have always taken a high place in Christian art, 
and among the small but important class of English fonts 
made of lead one more must be added to those that have 
already been recorded,2 so that the total number now 
known to exist is thirty-one.3 

Until recently the church of St. Margaret, Halstow, 
Kent, possessed a font which appeared to be devoid of 
artistic beauty, consisting apparently of a rectangular mass 
of plaster containing a lead lining used as a basin. The 
font was attached to the western side of the north arcade, 
and was supported on a central octagonal pillar possessing 
a circular capital and base and two small western shafts. 
During the great war the concussion caused by the powerful 
anti-aircraft guns posted on the banks of the Medway 
cracked the plaster round the basin. In the early summer of 
1921 the vicar of St. Margaret's, Halstow (the Rev. E. R. 
Olive), sent for the local mason to repair the damage, and 
the workman opened out the plaster to the leaden basin, and 
then discovered that the exterior was richly ornamented. 
This newly-discovered leaden font 4 is of twelfth-century 
craftsmanship, and may be dated about 1150. It is cylin-
drical in form 5 and is adorned with Norman arcades 
containing full-length figures (plate i).6 In classification 
by design this font comes under the series of Norman 
bowls where the chief feature is a large arcade containing 

1 R e a d before the I n s t i t u t e , 7 t h D e c . , 

1921 . 
2 See Arcb. Journ. lv i i , 40-51 ; lviii , 97-

102 ; lxv , 287-288 ; also W e a v e r ' s English 

Lead Work, 1 - 2 2 . 
8 Berkshire : C h i l d r e y , L o n g W i t t e n h a m 

( 1 3 t h cent . ) , W o o l s t o n e (Norman) . Bucking-

hamshire : P e n n (date uncerta in) . Derby-

shire : A s h o v e r (Norman) . Dorset: W a r e h a m 

( N o r m a n ) . Gloucestershire : F r a m p t o n - o n -

Severn, L a n c a u t (preserved at S e d b u r y Park, 

L a n c a u t church be ing in ruins), Siston, O x e n -

hal l , T i d e n h a m , Sandhurst (these six are 

N o r m a n and all cast f r o m the same patterns) , 

Haresfield (14th cent . ) , D o r a H a t h e r l e y , 
S l imbridge (Renaissance). Hampshire: 

T a n g i e r (Renaissance). Herefordshire : 

B u r g h i l l (probably N o r m a n ) , A s t o n Ingham 

(Renaissance). Kent: Brookland, Halstow 

(Norman) , W y c h l i n g (probably Ear ly 

Engl ish) , E y t h o m e (Renaissance). Lincoln-

shire : B a r n e t b y - l e - W o l d (Norman) . Nor-

folk : Brundal l (probably early English). 

Oxfordshire : D o r c h e s t e r (Norman) , War-

b o r o u g h ( 1 3 t h cent.) . Surrey : W a l t o n - o n -

t h e - H i l l ( N o r m a n ) . Sussex: E d b u r t o n , 

P y e c o m b e (early English), Parham ( D e c o r a -

ted) , G r e a t h a m House , P u l b o r o u g h (date 

uncertain) . 
4 Internal d iameter = 1 f t . 9 i n . ; internal 

d e p t h = I 2 | i n . ; external d e p t h = I 2 § in. 
4 T h e d i a m e t e r at t o p and bottom" is 

near ly the same measurement . 

' H e i g h t = 8 J in. 
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figures u n d e r a r c h e s . 1 O n n i n e of t h e s e f o n t s t h e figures 
are s e a t e d , w h i l e a t A s h o v e r , W a r e h a m a n d H a l s t o w 
t h e y are s t a n d i n g . T h e figures o n t h i s n e w l y - d i s c o v e r e d 
b o w l are an a n g e l a n d a k ing . T h e w i n g e d a n g e l ( p l a t e 11) 
is d r a p e d a n d possesses a n i m b u s ; t h e k i n g ( p l a t e 111) 
is r o b e d , c r o w n e d a n d h o l d s a s c e p t r e i n h i s r i g h t h a n d . 
If t h e h e a d of t h e k i n g h a d also b e e n n i m b e d , w e m i g h t 
h a v e c o n j e c t u r e d t h a t t h e figure w a s i n t e n d e d f or 
S t . E d m u n d ; b u t t h e N o r m a n c r a f t s m a n has n o t d e p i c t e d 
h i m p i e r c e d w i t h arrows , or h o l d i n g an a r r o w or arrows in 
h i s h a n d , n o r is t h e f a i t h f u l w o l f p o r t r a y e d w h i c h g u a r d e d 
h i s h e a d . 2 If t h e art ist i n t e n d e d t o r e p r e s e n t t h e r e i g n i n g 
m o n a r c h of his t i m e , t h e n i t m u s t h a v e b e e n e i t h e r k ing 
S t e p h e n 3 or H e n r y I I , f o r t h e b o w l was m a d e e i t h e r in 
t h e c l o s i n g years of t h e r e i g n of t h e first-named k i n g or in 
t h e ear ly years of his successor . N o o t h e r l e a d e n b o w l 
ex i s t s w i t h an a n g e l a n d a king , a n d t h e H a l s t o w f o n t is, 
t h e r e f o r e , i n n o w a y a repl ica or v a r i a n t of a n y o t h e r 
N o r m a n f o n t of t h i s class. 

T h e s e m i c i r c u l a r arches c o n t a i n i n g t h e figures are 
r e p e a t e d in pairs r o u n d t h e b o w l ; t h e arches b e i n g a d o r n e d 
a l t e r n a t e l y w i t h a scrol l p a t t e r n , a n d a p la in b a n d w i t h a 
r o w of p e l l e t s a b o v e a n d t h e c a b l e p a t t e r n b e l o w . 4 T h e 
spandre l s are d e c o r a t e d w i t h c o n v e n t i o n a l l eaves t u r n e d in 
o p p o s i t e d i r e c t i o n s , a n d t h e piers are a l t e r n a t e l y spiral 
t w i s t s w i t h t w o spiral b a n d s d e c o r a t e d w i t h p e l l e t s a n d 
v e r t i c a l g r o o v e s . T h e s e sha f t s possess bases a n d c u s h i o n e d 
cap i ta l s , w h i l e t h e cab le p a t t e r n enc i rc l e s t h e b o t t o m of 
t h e b o w l . 

L e a d - f o u n d i n g w a s a flourishing i n d u s t r y i n E n g l a n d i n 
t h e t w e l f t h c e n t u r y , a n d t h e H a l s t o w b o w l is so w e l l 
p r e s e r v e d t h a t i ts r i ch d e c o r a t i o n a n d d e l i c a c y of m o u l d i n g 
makes i t a v a l u a b l e a d d i t i o n t o t h e l e a d w o r k w e st i l l possess 
of t h a t p e r i o d . 

A l l t r a d i t i o n of t h e e x i s t e n c e of a n a n c i e n t f o n t in t h e 
o l d S a x o n c h u r c h of St . M a r g a r e t , H a l s t o w , has l o n g a g o 

1 F r a m p t o n - o n - S e v e r n , L a n c a u t , O x e n -

hal l , Sandhurst , Siston, T i d e n h a m 

(Gloucesterhire) , A s h o v e r (Derbyshire) , 

W a r e h a m (Dorset) , B u r g h i l l (of B u r g h i l l 

al l is restoration e x c e p t the t o p of the 

arcade) (Herefordshire) , D o r c h e s t e r ( O x f o r d -

shire), W a l t o n - o n - t h e - H i l l (Surrey) all 

possess large arcades conta ining figures u n d e r 

arches. 
2 T h e figure of S t . ' E d m u n d in H e n r y the 

S e v e n t h ' s chapel , Westminster , ' has n o 

e m b l e m or arrow or w o l f . 
3 K i n g S t e p h e n died in 1154· 
1 T h e thickness of the lead is about J in . 
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disappeared, and the exact date when the rectangular 
encasement of plaster was constructed will probably remain 
a mystery. The enemy to leaden fonts has ever been the 
intrinsic value of the material, and Edward VI's visitors 
who purged the parish churches at the abolition of the 
chantries knew well the value of lead and would gladly 
remove a richly-decorated font if it could be brought 
under their inventories of superstitious objects. However, 
the visitors appointed by the earl of Manchester in 1643 
to destroy and demolish altars, candlesticks, pictures and 
images in churches found sufficient plea to remove or 
mutilate a work of art even if it possessed the figure of an 
angel. For example, we read in William Dowsing's Diary1 

that he visited Southwold in 1643, and he wrote thus : — 

' We brake down one hundred and thirty superstitious 
' pictures, St. Andrew, and four crosses on the four corners 
' of the vestry ; and gave orders to take down thirteen 
' cherubims, and to take down twenty angels, and to take 
' down the cover of the font.' 

Seeing this iconoclast was determined to remove the 
angels as well as the cherubims, it is, therefore, not unlikely 
that the parishioners of Halstow considered the easiest 
method of preserving their font was to encase it in a mass 
of plaster, so as to hide the beautiful nimbed angels. This 
too, was the date when preparations were being made for 
the Civil War, and the prudent churchwardens may also 
have desired to hide a font which could so easily have been 
converted into bullets. 

We offer our warm thanks to Mr. George C. Druce, 
F.S.A. for allowing his beautiful photographs of this most 
interesting font to illustrate our paper. Mr. Druce's 
photographs were taken after the font had been restored, 
and it will be seen that there are certain letters near the 
heads of some of the figures. These are repeated and 
are apparently due to the mould, but, unfortunately, only 
one or two are distinct and the whole cannot be deciphered. 
Above four of the angels the letters Ε Ν and probably I 
can be seen and there are some letters over the head of 
one of the kings, which are difficult to make out. 

1 W i l l i a m D o w s i n g was appointed b y the gives interest ing particulars of the w a y ' h e 

earl of M a n c h e s t e r as ' visitor of the Suffolk carried o u t this mission, 

churches, ' D e c e m b e r 1643, and hi» Diary 
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