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T h e i m p o r t a n c e o f f i x i n g t h e d a t e o f t h e L a d y 

C h a p e l a t W e l l s w i l l b e r e c o g n i z e d b y e v e r y s t u d e n t 

o f t h e h i s t o r y o f E n g l i s h m e d i e v a l g l a s s . 1 I t i s 

d e s i r a b l e , t h e r e f o r e , t o s e t o u t w i t h s o m e f u l n e s s t h e 

e v i d e n c e o f f e r e d b y e x t a n t r e c o r d s a n d b y a r c h i t e c t u r a l 

v a r i a t i o n s , w i t h a v i e w t o d e t e r m i n i n g t h e p l a c e t h i s 

c h a p e l m u s t h a v e h e l d i n t h e s e r i e s o f b u i l d i n g o p e r a -

t i o n s w h i c h o c c u p i e d t h e l a s t y e a r s o f t h e t h i r t e e n t h 

a n d t h e first t h i r t y y e a r s o f t h e f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

I n 1 2 3 9 B i s h o p J o c e l i n h a d m a r k e d b y a s o l e m n 

c o n s e c r a t i o n t h e p r a c t i c a l c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e c h u r c h 

w h i c h h a d b e e n b e g u n u n d e r B i s h o p R e g i n a l d s o m e 

fifty y e a r s b e f o r e . 2 T h i s w a s t h r e e y e a r s b e f o r e h i s 

d e a t h , w h i c h o c c u r r e d o n N o v e m b e r 1 9 , 1 2 4 2 . I n t h e 

p e r i o d w h i c h f o l l o w e d t h e c h a p t e r w a s i n v o l v e d i n 

e n o r m o u s d e b t s , i n c u r r e d a t t h e R o m a n C o u r t i n t h e 

c o n t e s t w i t h t h e m o n k s o f B a t h o v e r t h e e l e c t i o n o f 

b i s h o p s ; a n d t h e s u c c e s s i v e b i s h o p s w e r e t h e m s e l v e s 

b u r d e n e d w i t h t h e e x t o r t i o n s o f p a p a l o f f i c i a l s . A f t e r 

t w e n t y y e a r s , h o w e v e r , t h e financial p o s i t i o n w o u l d 

s e e m t o h a v e b e c o m e e a s i e r ; f o r i n 1 2 6 3 B i s h o p 

B i t t o n I w a s a b l e t o r e s t o r e t o t h e c h a p t e r t h e t w o -

t h i r d s o f t h e f r u i t s o f a l l v a c a n t b e n e f i c e s , t e m p o r a r i l y 

s u r r e n d e r e d f o r t h e p a y m e n t o f h i s d e b t s , a n d t o 

a p p r o p r i a t e t h e p r o f i t s a s i n e a r l i e r d a y s t o t h e f a b r i c 

o f t h e c h u r c h . 3 

I n 1 2 7 5 c a m e B i s h o p R o b e r t B u r n e l l , t h e k i n g ' s 

c h a n c e l l o r a n d i n t i m a t e f r i e n d , t h e o w n e r , m o r e o v e r , 

o f g r e a t e s t a t e s i n S h r o p s h i r e , a n d a n e n t h u s i a s t i c 

b u i l d e r . I n t h e h a l l o f h i s s p l e n d i d h o u s e a t A c t o n 

1 Reference must here be made to building has been elaborately inves-
an article on ' T h e Fourteenth tigated by Dr. Bilson in a former 
Century Glass at Wells ' in the forth- number of the Journal (xxxv, 1-68). 
•coming volume of Archaeologia. 3 Church, Early History of the 

2 This stage in the history of the Church of Wells, 266 ff. 
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B u r n e l l t h e p a r l i a m e n t m e t t o p a s s a f a m o u s s t a t u t e -y 

h i s h a l l a n d c h a p e l a t W e l l s w e r e o n a y e t m o r e m a g n i -

ficent s c a l e . M o r e o v e r , i n 1 2 8 4 t h e c h a p t e r e l e c t e d a s 

t h e i r d e a n T h o m a s B i t t o n , t h e n e p h e w o f a f o r m e r b i s h o p , 

a n d a m a n o f e n e r g y , w h o h i m s e l f m a d e h i s m a r k a s 

a b u i l d e r a t E x e t e r a f t e r h i s p r o m o t i o n t o t h a t s e e . 

I t i s n o t s u r p r i s i n g t h a t u n d e r t h e s e f a v o u r a b l e 

c o n d i t i o n s a t t e n t i o n w a s o n c e a g a i n d i r e c t e d t o t h e 

f a b r i c o f t h e c h u r c h a n d a n e w e r a o f b u i l d i n g a c t i v i t y 

c o m m e n c e d . A t t h e i n s t i g a t i o n , a s i t w o u l d s e e m , o f 

t h e b i s h o p a s p e c i a l m e e t i n g o f t h e w h o l e c h a p t e r w a s 

h e l d o n A p r i l 2 6 , 1 2 8 6 , t o c o n f e r o n t h e s t a t e o f t h e 

f a b r i c . I t w a s t h e n a g r e e d t h a t , i n v i e w o f t h e p r e s s i n g 

n e c e s s i t y o f ' finishing t h e n e w s t r u c t u r e l o n g s i n c e 

b e g u n , ' a n d a l s o o f r e p a i r i n g a n d m a i n t a i n i n g t h e o l d e r 

w o r k , e a c h o f t h e c a n o n s s h o u l d c o n t r i b u t e a t e n t h o f 

h i s p r e b e n d f o r t h e n e x t five y e a r s . 1 

W h a t , t h e n , w a s t h e ' n e w s t r u c t u r e ' w h i c h h a d 

b e e n l e f t u n f i n i s h e d f o r s o l o n g a t i m e ? T h e r e c a n b e 

l i t t l e d o u b t t h a t P r o f e s s o r W i l l i s w a s r i g h t i n s a y i n g 

t h a t i t c o u l d b e n o o t h e r t h a n t h e c h a p t e r h o u s e . 2 

1 T h e unique significance of this 
meeting of the chapter is indicated 
by the elaborate form of its record in 
the register (Reg. i, 198 b •. Cal. of 
Wells MSS, i, 237). It begins: 
' Memorandum, that when Thomas 
the dean and the chapter of Blessed 
Andrew of Wells, in accordance with 
the will ( juxta voluntatem) of the 
venerable father the lord Robert by 
the grace of God bishop of Bath and 
Wells, all and singular the canons of 
the church of Wells who were bound 
to be summoned according to the 
approved custom of that church were 
duly and peremptorily called to 
appear in the chapter of the church of 

Wells on the Wednesday next after 
the Sunday on which is sung Quasi-
modo in the year of our Lord 1286, to 
treat of various concerns of their 
church, to do and receive such things 
as, for the utility and honour of God 
and the church there, with unanimous 
consent by the said dean and chapter 
should be ordained, wholesomely 
defined or decreed, even if it should 
happen that order be there made 
concerning a contribution to be 
bestowed for the necessity or honour 

of that church. There appearing 
the said day and place certain canons 
in person but others by proctors 
having full authority for this purpose,, 
when there had been set forth the 
various concerns of that church, and 
diligent discussion had regarding 
t h e m ; After consideration among 
other matters of the urgent necessity 
under which the church labours, as 
well for the completion of the new 
structure long since begun, as for the 
repair and maintenance of the old 
fabric thereof (tam in nova structura 
jam diu incepta perficienda, quam 
antiqua fabrica ipsius reficienda et 
sustentanda), and the insufficiency o f 
the supplies thereto assigned ; T h e 
said dean and chapter present and 
the proctors of the absent . . .' 
This is but half of the document y 

which proceeds to record the self-
taxation decreed and the penalties 
attaching to defaulters. T o this 
solemn decree, by the unanimous 
consent of all, the common seal was 
affixed on April 26, 1286. 

2 Proc. of Archaeol. Institute (Bris-
tol, 1851), p. xxv i i i ; Proc. of Som. 
Archaeol. Society, X I I , i. 20 (1863). 



FIG. I . WELLS CATHEDRAL : PLAN OF CHOIR AND LADY CHAPEL 



ΐ6θ DATE O F T H E LADY CHAPEL AT W E L L S 

T h e d e s i g n o f t h e c h a p t e r h o u s e f a l l s i n t o t h r e e d i v i -

s i o n s : ( i ) t h e u n d e r c r o f t , e r e c t e d p r a c t i c a l l y o n t h e 

s a m e l e v e l a s t h e c h u r c h i t s e l f , a n d e n t e r e d b y a 

p a s s a g e l e a d i n g f r o m t h e n o r t h a i s l e o f t h e c h o i r ; 

(2) t h e g r e a t s t a i r c a s e , b u i l t o u t s i d e t h i s t o t h e w e s t , 

a n d e n t e r e d f r o m t h e d o o r i n t h e n o r t h t r a n s e p t a i s l e ; 

(3) t h e c h a p t e r h o u s e i t s e l f . 

T h e u n d e r c r o f t , w i t h i t s m a s s i v e m a s o n r y a n d i t s 

n a r r o w a n d h e a v i l y b a r r e d l a n c e t w i n d o w s , w a s m e a n t 

t o b e t h e t r e a s u r y o f t h e c h u r c h a s w e l l a s t h e s u b s t r u c -

t u r e o f t h e f u t u r e c h a p t e r h o u s e . I f w e e x a m i n e t h e 

t o o l i n g o f t h e s t o n e s i n t h e i n t e r i o r o f t h i s b u i l d i n g , 

w e f i n d t h a t u p t o t h e s i l l s o f t h e w i n d o w s — a h e i g h t o f 

a b o u t e i g h t f e e t — i t is d i a g o n a l , b u t a b o v e t h a t i t i s 

v e r t i c a l . T h i s is t h e c a s e o n s e v e n s i d e s o f t h e o c t a g o n ; 

b u t o n t h e s i d e n e x t t o t h e e n t r a n c e - p a s s a g e t h e t o o l i n g 

i s d i a g o n a l a l l t h e w a y u p , a s i t i s a l s o , w i t h o c c a s i o n a l 

e x c e p t i o n s d u e t o l a t e r m o d i f i c a t i o n s , i n t h e p a s s a g e 

i t s e l f . O n t h e e x t e r i o r i t i s p r e c i s e l y t h e s a m e , a n d 

t h e d i a g o n a l t o o l i n g is f o u n d n o t o n l y o n t h e w a l l i n g 

b u t a l s o o n t h e w h o l e o f t h e p l i n t h b o t h o f t h e w a l l i n g 

a n d o f t h e g r e a t b u t t r e s s e s o f t h e c h a p t e r h o u s e . 

M o r e o v e r , w h e n w e p a s s o n t o t h e w e s t w a l l o f t h e 

c h a p t e r h o u s e s t a i r c a s e w e f i n d t h e d i a g o n a l t o o l i n g 

u p t o t h e s a m e h e i g h t a s b e f o r e . H e r e , t h e n , w e h a v e 

t h e i n d i c a t i o n s o f o n e b u i l d i n g o p e r a t i o n , c u t o f f b y a 

s t r a i g h t j o i n t , a t t h e o n e e n d f r o m t h e n o r t h a i s l e o f 

t h e c h o i r , a n d a t t h e o t h e r e n d f r o m t h e n o r t h t r a n s e p t . 

B u i l d i n g w a s f o r a t i m e d i s c o n t i n u e d a t t h e h e i g h t o f 

e i g h t f e e t f r o m t h e g r o u n d ; b u t t h e p a s s a g e h a d 

a l r e a d y b e e n b u i l t u p a n d p e r h a p s t e m p o r a r i l y c o v e r e d 

i n t o s e r v e a s a s a c r i s t y o r t r e a s u r e - h o u s e . 1 

N o w t h e c h a n g e f r o m d i a g o n a l t o v e r t i c a l t o o l i n g i s 

t o b e t r a c e d i n t h e w a l l i n g o f t h e n a v e ; a n d a c c o r d i n g 

t o D r . J o h n B i l s o n ' s i n v e s t i g a t i o n s t h e l a t e s t d i a g o n a l 

t o o l i n g , v i z . t h a t f o u n d i n t h e c e n t r a l t o w e r , m a y b e 

a t t r i b u t e d t o a b o u t t h e y e a r 1 2 2 0 . T h i s s e e m s t o 

s h o w t h a t t h e c o m p l e t e s c h e m e f o r t h e c h a p t e r h o u s e , 

t h o u g h n o t p a r t o f t h e o r i g i n a l d e s i g n , h a d b y t h a t 

d a t e b e e n d e t e r m i n e d o n , a n d t h a t i t s e x e c u t i o n h a d 

1 T h e portions of the building blank outlines of the walls in the plan 
above referred to are indicated by the (Fig. i) . 
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f o r a w h i l e b e e n e n e r g e t i c a l l y c a r r i e d f o r w a r d . T h i s , 

t h e n , m a y w e l l h a v e b e e n ' t h e n e w s t r u c t u r e l o n g s i n c e 

b e g u n , ' w h i c h i n 1 2 8 6 i t w a s d e s i r e d t o c o m p l e t e . 

H o w m u c h m o r e h a d b e e n d o n e i n t h e i n t e r v a l i t i s 

n o t e a s y t o s a y : b u t i t s e e m s l i k e l y t h a t t h e w a l l s o f 

FIG. 2. WINDOW ON CHAPTER HOUSE STEPS 

Scale : J inch = 1 foot. 

t h e u n d e r c r o f t h a d b e e n c a r r i e d u p a n d i t s s t u r d y 
v a u l t i n g c o m p l e t e d ; a n d i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e p a s s a g e 
f r o m t h e n o r t h c h o i r a i s l e h a d r e c e i v e d i t s v a u l t i n g 
a n d finely c a r v e d b o s s e s . 
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W e a r e o n s u r e r g r o u n d w h e n w e c o m e t o t h e 

s t a i r c a s e . ' T h e s t y l e o f t h e c h a p t e r h o u s e i t s e l f , ' s a y s 

P r o f e s s o r W i l l i s , ' i s s o g r e a t l y i n a d v a n c e o f t h e 

s u b s t r u c t u r e a n d s t a i r c a s e a s t o s h o w t h a t a c o n s i d e r -

a b l e i n t e r v a l o f t i m e e l a p s e d b e t w e e n t h e o n e a n d t h e 

o t h e r . T h e g r e a t w i n d o w s o f t h e s t a i r c a s e a r e i n t h e 

e a r l i e s t g e o m e t r i c a l s t y l e , r a t h e r i n a d v a n c e o f t h o s e 

o f S a l i s b u r y a n d W e s t m i n s t e r . T h e w i n d o w s o f t h e 

c h a p t e r h o u s e , a l t h o u g h of g e o m e t r i c a l t r a c e r y , h a v e 

p a t t e r n s o f m u c h g r e a t e r i n t r i c a c y , s u c h a s b e l o n g t o 

t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f s u c h t r a c e r y . ' 1 N o w t h e w i n d o w s 

o f W e s t m i n s t e r c h a p t e r h o u s e w e r e i n p l a c e i n 1 2 5 3 , 

t h o s e o f S a l i s b u r y n o t u n t i l a f t e r 1 2 7 2 . I t i s n o t t h e n 

u n r e a s o n a b l e t o s u p p o s e t h a t t h e s t a i r c a s e a t W e l l s 

w a s i n b u i l d i n g a b o u t t h e y e a r 1 2 8 6 . A n d t h i s is 

b o r n e o u t b y t h e f a c t t h a t t h e t r a c e r y l i g h t s s h o w a 

g r o o v e f o r t h e g l a s s , w h e r e a s i n t h e l o n g l i g h t s t h e 

g l a s s w a s s e t , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e e a r l i e r f a s h i o n , i n a 

w o o d e n f r a m e fixed a g a i n s t a r e b a t e o n t h e e x t e r i o r 

o f t h e s t o n e - w o r k . 2 T h e fine t r a c e r i e s o f t h e t w o 

a r c h e s o f t h e v e s t i b u l e o f t h e c h a p t e r h o u s e a r e o f t h e 

s a m e p e r i o d a s t h e s t a i r c a s e . 

A t t h i s p o i n t w e h a v e a n o t h e r b r e a k i n t h e h i s t o r y 

o f t h e b u i l d i n g , a n d a p a u s e o f a t l e a s t t w e n t y y e a r s . 

S u c h a n i n t e r v a l i s i n d i c a t e d , a s W i l l i s o b s e r v e d , b y 

t h e t r a c e r i e s o f t h e w i n d o w s . T h e c h a p t e r h o u s e 

w i n d o w s w e r e d o u b t l e s s o r i g i n a l l y p l a n n e d o n t h e 

l i n e s o f t h o s e o n t h e s t a i r c a s e ; b u t t h e l a t e r m a s o n 

w o r k e d o u t t h e d e s i g n i n t h e t e r m s o f h i s o w n p e r i o d . 

T h e m o u l d i n g s a n d t h e t r a c e r i e s , w h i c h b e g i n t o s h o w 

t h e o g e e f o r m , a r e s u c h a s b e l o n g t o a d a t e n o t m u c h 

e a r l i e r t h a n 1 3 1 0 . M o r e o v e r , t h e s i d e s o f t h e w i n d o w s 

d i s p l a y t h a t p r o f u s i o n o f t h e b a l l - f l o w e r o r n a m e n t 

w h i c h i s s o c o n s p i c u o u s i n A b b o t T h o k y ' s w i n d o w s o f 

1 3 1 8 i n t h e s o u t h a i s l e o f G l o u c e s t e r n a v e . A c c o r d -

i n g l y w e a r e n o t s u r p r i s e d t o find t h a t t h e first d o c u -

m e n t a r y e v i d e n c e t h a t t h e c h a p t e r h o u s e w a s a c t u a l l y 

i n u s e i s o n t h e o c c a s i o n o f a s p e c i a l m e e t i n g o f a l l t h e 

1 Som. Arch. Soc. Proc. X X I , i, 
20 (1863). For the traceries of these 
windows see Figs. 2 and 3. 

2 Sir Charles Peers tells me that 
he has not found the groove earlier 

than 1270. I desire, without making 
him in any way responsible for my 
conclusions, to thank him for several 
suggestions which proved very help-
ful. 
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c a n o n s s u m m o n e d t o a s s e m b l e in domo capitulari o n 

J u l y i i , 1 3 1 9 . 

H o w a r e w e t o a c c o u n t f o r t h e l o n g b r e a k o f s o m e 

t w e n t y y e a r s , a n d w h a t w a s h a p p e n i n g i n t h e i n t e r v a l ? 

T h e p a u s e m a y h a v e b e g u n a s e a r l y a s 1 2 9 0 a n d h a v e 

l a s t e d t i l l a l i t t l e a f t e r 1 3 1 0 . 

N o w i n 1 2 9 2 B i s h o p B u r n e l l u n e x p e c t e d l y d i e d 

w h i l e h e w a s o n t h e k i n g ' s b u s i n e s s a t B e r w i c k , a n d i n 

t h e s a m e y e a r T h o m a s B i t t o n , t h e d e a n , p a s s e d t o t h e 

b i s h o p r i c o f E x e t e r . N e w l e a d e r s a p p e a r o n t h e 

s c e n e : W i l l i a m d e M a r c h i a w a s b i s h o p f r o m 1 2 9 3 t o 

1 3 0 2 ; a n d i n t h i s s h o r t p e r i o d t h e r e w e r e t w o d e a n s , 

W i l l i a m B u r n e l l ( 1 2 9 2 - 9 5 ) a n d W a l t e r d e H a s e l s h a w , 

w h o w a s p r o m o t e d t o t h e b i s h o p r i c i n 1 3 0 2 . I t i s j u s t 

p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e c h a n g e o f m e n w a s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e 

c h a n g e o f p o l i c y b y w h i c h a t t e n t i o n w a s d i v e r t e d f r o m 

t h e c h a p t e r h o u s e , a n d a v a s t s c h e m e w a s i n i t i a t e d f o r 

t h e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e e a s t e r n p o r t i o n o f t h e c h u r c h 

• — a s c h e m e w h i c h i n v o l v e d t h e b u i l d i n g o f a n e w L a d y 

C h a p e l a n d t h e l e n g t h e n i n g o f t h e c h o i r b y t h r e e b a y s , 

a s w e l l a s t h e e r e c t i o n o f a n e a s t e r n t r a n s e p t b e t w e e n 

t h e L a d y C h a p e l a n d t h e c h o i r . B u t t h e m a t t e r 

d e s e r v e s a c l o s e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

I n s e e k i n g t h e m o t i v e o f s o e x t r a o r d i n a r y a c h a n g e 

o f p l a n i t i s w e l l t o r e m e m b e r h o w m a n y w e r e t h e 

p e r s o n a l l i n k s a t t h i s p e r i o d b e t w e e n t h e c h a p t e r s o f 

W e l l s a n d E x e t e r . T o s p e a k o n l y o f o u r d e a n s : 

E d w a r d d e l a C n o l l e w a s a c a n o n o f E x e t e r , a n d o n 

h i s d e a t h i n 1 2 8 4 h e w a s s u c c e e d e d i n h i s p r e b e n d b y 

H e n r y H u s e e , w h o h a d a l r e a d y h e l d a n o t h e r s t a l l t h e r e . 

T h o m a s B i t t o n b e c a m e b i s h o p o f E x e t e r , W i l l i a m 

B u r n e l l w a s a c a n o n , a n d , t h o u g h W a l t e r d e H a s e l s h a w 

w a s n o t , h i s b r o t h e r R o b e r t w a s : s o a l s o w a s J o h n 

d e G o d e l e e . A n d i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e s e d e a n s s e v e r a l o f 

t h e c a n o n s w e r e h o l d i n g p r e b e n d s i n b o t h c h u r c h e s . 1 

N o w a t E x e t e r a l i k e s c h e m e of e a s t e r n e n l a r g e m e n t 

w a s a l r e a d y i n p r o g r e s s . 

B u t i t w a s n o t o n l y E x e t e r t h a t a f f o r d e d a s t i m u l u s 

t o W e l l s . B e h i n d b o t h o f t h e s e w a s S a l i s b u r y , w h e r e 

t h e n e w c h u r c h w a s b e g u n i n 1 2 2 0 a n d f i n i s h e d , s o f a r 

1 1 have worked out the details in Som. and Dors. Notes and Queries, 
xix, 25-9 (June 1927). 



FIG. 4 . WINDOW IN LADY CHAPEL 

Scale : J inch = 1 foot. 
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a s t h e i n t e r i o r w a s c o n c e r n e d , b y 1 2 5 8 . T h e a m a z i n g 

p r o p o r t i o n o f i t s e a s t e r n l i m b w a s a c h a l l e n g e t o t h e 

t w o c a t h e d r a l c h u r c h e s f u r t h e r w e s t . S a l i s b u r y h a d 

o f f e r e d a n e w i d e a l i n S t . O s m u n d ' s c o n s t i t u t i o n o f d e a n 

a n d c h a p t e r , a n d i n t h e l i t u r g i c a l r i t e s w h i c h w e r e 

g r a d u a l l y d e v e l o p e d a f t e r h i s t i m e . W e l l s h a d t a k e n 

o v e r S t . O s m u n d ' s c o n s t i t u t i o n i n 1 1 4 0 , a n d t h e n c e -

f o r t h r e g a r d e d S a l i s b u r y a s i t s g u i d e i n l i t u r g i c a l 

m a t t e r s : E x e t e r h a d f o l l o w e d s u i t u n d e r B i s h o p 

B r u e r e i n 1 2 2 5 . A n d h e r e , i t i s t o b e b o r n e i n m i n d 

t h a t t h e s e g r e a t e x t e n s i o n s , w h i c h w e r e i n d e e d e v e r y -

w h e r e t h e o r d e r o f t h e d a y , w e r e n o t m e r e d i s p l a y s o f 

a r c h i t e c t u r a l g e n i u s o r a m b i t i o n : t h e y w e r e t h e 

r e s p o n s e t o a c u l t u r a l d e m a n d . T h e n a r r o w s p a c e s o f 

t h e e a s t e r n p a r t s o f E x e t e r a n d W e l l s w e r e q u i t e 

i n a d e q u a t e f o r t h e d u e p e r f o r m a n c e o f t h e e l a b o r a t e d 

c e r e m o n i a l o f S a l i s b u r y . E x e t e r w a s t h e f i r s t t o g o 

f o r w a r d o n t h e i n e v i t a b l e p a t h o f e n l a r g e m e n t : i t 

w a s n o t h a m p e r e d b y t h e b u i l d i n g o f a c h a p t e r h o u s e 

• — B i s h o p B r u e r e h a d s e e n t o t h a t . W e l l s c o u l d n o t 

l a g b e h i n d , a n d t h e c o m p l e t i o n o f i t s c h a p t e r h o u s e 

h a d t o w a i t , t h o u g h w o r k u p o n i t m a y n o t h a v e 

e n t i r e l y c e a s e d . 

I t h a s b e e n s u g g e s t e d a b o v e t h a t B i s h o p 

B u r n e l l ' s d e a t h i n 1 2 9 2 , a n d t h e d e p a r t u r e o f t h e 

d e a n , T h o m a s B i t t o n , i n t h e s a m e y e a r t o t h e s e e 

o f E x e t e r , m i g h t p o s s i b l y a c c o u n t f o r t h e c h a n g e 

o f p o l i c y , b y w h i c h t h e c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e c h a p t e r 

h o u s e w a s p o s t p o n e d i n f a v o u r o f a n e w s c h e m e f o r 

t h e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e e a s t e r n p a r t o f t h e c h u r c h . 

B u t i t i s w o r t h w h i l e t o c o n s i d e r a n a l t e r n a t i v e 

e x p l a n a t i o n . 

S o m e t h i n g m a y b e l e a r n e d b y o b s e r v i n g t h e b u r i a l -
p l a c e s o f t h e s u c c e s s i v e b i s h o p s . 

Jocelin (I1242) lay in the middle of the old choir. 

Roger ( f i 2 4 7 ) was buried at Bath. 

William Bitton I (11264) rested at first in the old Lady Chapel, 
and was afterwards removed to the new. 

Giffard was translated to York in 1266. 

William Bitton II (Ί-1274) lay between two pillars on the south 
side of the choir. 
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B u t a f t e r t h i s w e find a c h a n g e , a n d n o b i s h o p i s 

b u r i e d i n t h e e a s t e r n p a r t of t h e c h u r c h u n t i l 1 3 2 9 . 

Robert Burnell (11292) was buried in the nave ; 

William de Marchia (f 1302) in the south transept ; 

Walter de Haselshaw (Ί-1308) near Burnell in the nave. 

Drokensford (-1-1329), however, was laid in the new eastern 
transept south of the Lady Chapel ; and 

Ralph of Shrewsbury (Ί-1363) in the middle of the new 
presbytery. 

FIG. 5 . WINDOW IN W. BAY AND 4 T H BAY FROM 

W. IN S. CHOIR AISLE, 4 T H BAY FROM W. IN N. CHOIR 

AISLE, W. SIDE OF CHAPELS OF ST. KATHERINE AND 

ST. ANNE, E. WALLS OF CHAPELS OF ST. JOHN AND 

ST. STEPHEN 

Scale : J inch = ι foot 
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W h y w a s B i s h o p B u r n e l l b u r i e d i n t h e n a v e ? 

M u s t w e n o t s u p p o s e t h a t h e w a s w e l l a w a r e o f t h e 

w o r k w h i c h w a s i n f u l l p r o g r e s s a t E x e t e r u n d e r h i s 

c o n t e m p o r a r y B i s h o p Q u i v i l ( 1 2 8 0 - 9 2 ) , a n d t h a t h e 

f o r e s a w t h a t W e l l s m u s t s o o n f o l l o w s u i t ? M a y w e 

n o t e v e n b e l i e v e t h a t h i s w a s t h e m a s t e r - m i n d t h a t 

p l a n n e d t h e g r e a t s c h e m e of r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ; t h a t h e 

i n t e n d e d t o p r e s s i t o n w i t h a l l p o s s i b l e s p e e d , a n d 

h a d t h e r e f o r e c h o s e n a p l a c e f o r h i s t o m b w h e r e h e 

m i g h t h o p e t o r e s t u n d i s t u r b e d a s t h e w o r k w e n t 

f o r w a r d i n t h e y e a r s t o c o m e ? 

B u t , t o r e t u r n f r o m t h i s d i g r e s s i o n , w e h a v e n o w 

t o a s k w h a t w a s t h e n e x t w o r k t a k e n i n h a n d , w h e n 

t h e c h a p t e r h o u s e s t a i r c a s e w a s c o m p l e t e d . H e r e 

a g a i n , t h e t r a c e r i e s o f t h e w i n d o w s o f f e r u s g u i d a n c e . 

T h e d e s i g n o f t h e five g r e a t w i n d o w s o f t h e L a d y 

C h a p e l i s p e r h a p s u n i q u e . 1 I t i s n o t t h e n e t w o r k 

t r a c e r y w h i c h p r e s e n t l y b e c a m e c o m m o n . T h e s t y l e i s 

s t i l l g e o m e t r i c a l , t h o u g h o f a l a t e r t y p e t h a n o n t h e 

c h a p t e r h o u s e s t a i r c a s e , a n d i t i s d e v i s e d w i t h e x t r a -

o r d i n a r y s k i l l . I t h a s b e e n a d j u d g e d t o b e s u c h a s 

m i g h t w i t h p r o b a b i l i t y b e f o u n d b e t w e e n t h e y e a r s 

1 2 9 0 a n d 1 3 0 5 . I t i s c e r t a i n l y e a r l i e r t h a n t h e t r a c e r i e s 

o f t h e c h a p t e r h o u s e , o f w h i c h w e h a v e s p o k e n a b o v e . 2 

A n d h e r e i t i s I m p o r t a n t t o o b s e r v e t h a t t h e b a l l -

flower o r n a m e n t , w h i c h o c c u r s i n t h e c h a p t e r h o u s e 

w i t h i n a n d w i t h o u t m o r e t h a n t h r e e t h o u s a n d t i m e s , 

i s a l t o g e t h e r a b s e n t f r o m t h e L a d y C h a p e l , a s i t i s a l s o 

( e x c e p t a s a n i s o l a t e d o r n a m e n t ) f r o m t h e r e s t o f t h e 

g r e a t s c h e m e of e n l a r g e m e n t — t h e e a s t e r n t r a n s e p t 

a n d t h e n e w w o r k o f t h e c h o i r . 

S o w e a r e l e d t o t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t t h e n e x t g r e a t 

o p e r a t i o n a f t e r t h e c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e s t a i r c a s e (c. 1 2 9 0 

1 See Fig. 4. In the clerestory of various irregularities in the masonry 
the nave at Exeter the second pair of which may perhaps be taken as 
windows from the W . show a closely indications of a considerable pause in 
similar pattern, but the workmanship the operations after the completion 
is of a much later date (? c. 1350). of the Lady Chapel. See Figs. 5, 6. 

2 T h e chapels next to the Lady Fig. 7 shows the tracery of the great 
Chapel begin to show the flowing east window, the ' Jesse,' at the close 
tracery of the Decorated period, yet of this period of building (c. 1330). 
later stages of which appear in the I owe these measured drawings and 
aisles of the choir. From the win- the plan to M r . A . Wheeler, till lately 
dows of these chapels the hood- assistant to M r . F. W . J. Bray, our 
mould found outside the Lady Chapel master mason, whose valuable help 
windows is absent, and there are I also desire to recognise. 
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o r 1 2 9 2 ) w a s t h e e r e c t i o n o f t h e n e w L a d y C h a p e l . 

T h i s w a s p l a n n e d o n a s i t e s o f a r e a s t o f t h e o l d e r 

L a d y C h a p e l a s t o b e c a p a b l e o f c o m p l e t i o n w i t h o u t 

d i s t u r b a n c e o f t h e e x i s t i n g b u i l d i n g s o r i n t e r f e r e n c e 

w i t h t h e a c c u s t o m e d s e r v i c e s o f t h e c h u r c h . 

W e h a v e u n f o r t u n a t e l y n o f a b r i c s r o l l s o f t h e p e r i o d 

w h i c h w o u l d e n a b l e u s t o c o n t r o l b y d o c u m e n t a r y 

N. CHOIR AISLE 

Scale : J inch = 1 foot 

e v i d e n c e t h e c o n c l u s i o n s w h i c h w e h a v e s e e m e d 
j u s t i f i e d i n d r a w i n g f r o m t h e f a b r i c i t s e l f . B u t t h e r e 
a r e a f e w i n c i d e n t a l n o t i c e s i n c h a r t e r s w h i c h g i v e u s 
a l i t t l e h e l p . 

T h u s t h e o b i t a r r a n g e d i n 1 3 0 0 f o r W i l l i a m d e 
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W e l y n t o n , o n e o f t h e c a n o n s , m e n t i o n s t h a t a m o n g 

o t h e r b e n e f a c t i o n s h e h a d g i v e n f o r t y m a r k s t o w a r d s 

' t h e f a b r i c o f t h e c h a p t e r ( h o u s e ) a n d o f t h e s a i d 

c h u r c h ' ( R . i i i . 2 8 4 : Cal. i . 4 4 7 ) . 

O f m o r e i n t e r e s t a r e t h e a r r a n g e m e n t s f o r t h e o b i t 

o f B i s h o p B u r n e l l , w h i c h w e r e n o t c o m p l e t e d b y h i s 

e x e c u t o r s u n t i l t h e e n d o f 1 3 0 6 . H e r e w e a r e i n f o r m e d 

( R . i . 1 6 4 : Cal. i . 204) t h a t h e h a d p u r c h a s e d f o r t h e 

c h u r c h o f S t . A n d r e w t h e c h u r c h e s (i .e. t h e a d v o w s o n s ) 

o f Y e o v i l t o n , B u r n h a m , S t a n t o n D r e w a n d C h e l w o r t h ; 

w i t h t h e f u r t h e r i n t e n t i o n o f a p p r o p r i a t i n g t h e c h u r c h 

o f B u r n h a m t o t h e d e a n a n d c h a p t e r f o r h i s o b i t a n d 

f o r t h e m a i n t e n a n c e o f t h e f a b r i c . S u c h a p p r o p r i a t i o n s 

w e r e t r o u b l e s o m e t o s e c u r e , a n d i t w a s d o u b t l e s s t h i s 

a p p r o p r i a t i o n o f B u r n h a m t h a t c a u s e d s o m u c h d e l a y . 

I t w a s c a r r i e d t h r o u g h a t l a s t b y B i s h o p H a s e l s h a w , 

w h o p l e a d e d i n i t s j u s t i f i c a t i o n t h a t ' t h e i r m a n o r s o f 

N o r t h C u r r y a n d W i n s c o m b e w e r e g r e a t l y b u r d e n e d 

o n a c c o u n t o f t h e h e a v y e x p e n s e s i n c u r r e d a b o u t t h e 

c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e i r c h a p t e r ( h o u s e ) a n d o t h e r t h i n g s 

f o r t h e p e r p e t u a l u t i l i t y o f t h e w h o l e c h a p t e r ' ( C h a r t e r 

1 6 5 : Cal. i i i . 5 8 3 ) . 

T h i s o b i t h a s a f u r t h e r i m p o r t a n c e f o r u s . B i s h o p 

B u r n e l l w a s b u r i e d i n t h e m i d d l e o f t h e n a v e , s o m e 

2 0 f e e t f r o m t h e d o o r t h e n l e a d i n g i n t o t h e o l d c h o i r . 1 

H i s a n n i v e r s a r y w a s t o b e c e l e b r a t e d a t t h e a l t a r s o f 

t h e B l e s s e d V i r g i n a n d S t . A n d r e w , w h i c h h a d b e e n 

c o n s t r u c t e d f o r t h e p u r p o s e [ad hoc constructa) n e a r t h e 

e n t r a n c e o f t h e c h o i r ( C h a r t e r 1 6 6 : Cal. i i i , 5 8 4 ) . 

S i m i l a r l y i n t h e o b i t o f D e a n H u s e e , a r r a n g e d a f e w 

m o n t h s l a t e r ( J u n e 23, 1 3 0 7 ) w e find m e n t i o n o f ' t w o 

n e w a l t a r s b y t h e e n t r a n c e o f t h e c h o i r ' ( R . i . 5 2 : 

Cal. i , 6 1 ) . 

I t i s a f a i r i n f e r e n c e f r o m t h i s t h a t b y t h e e n d o f 

1 3 0 6 , i f n o t s o m e t i m e b e f o r e , t h e L a d y C h a p e l w a s 

finished a n d t h e p r o g r e s s o f t h e w o r k r e q u i r e d t h a t 

t h e o l d L a d y C h a p e l s h o u l d b e p u l l e d d o w n a n d t h e 

e a s t e r n p a r t o f t h e c h o i r d i s m a n t l e d . T h e s e r v i c e s 

1 For an account of his remarkable 
stone coffin see Som. & Dors. N. 
& Q. X V , 153 ff. ; and add the 
description of his tomb by Leland 
(c. 1542) : ' He lay not many Yeres 

sins in a high T u m b e with an Image 
of Brasse : now undre a plain 
Marble ' (Som. Arch. Soc. Proc. 
X X X I I I , ii, 107). 
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m u s t t h e r e a f t e r b e c o n f i n e d t o t h e n a v e ; a n d , t o t a k e 

t h e p l a c e o f t h e o l d L a d y C h a p e l a l t a r a n d t h e h i g h 

a l t a r o f S t . A n d r e w , t e m p o r a r y a l t a r s o f t h e B l e s s e d 

V i r g i n a n d t h e p a t r o n s a i n t w e r e e r e c t e d a g a i n s t t h e 

o l d s c r e e n o f t h e c h o i r . 

Scale : | inch = 1 foot. 

W e c o m e f i n a l l y t o t h e e v i d e n c e o f t h e g l a s s i n t h e 

L a d y C h a p e l w h i c h h a s b e e n s e t f o r t h e l s e w h e r e . 

H i t h e r t o t h e w h o l e c r e d i t f o r t h e b u i l d i n g o f t h e p r e s e n t 
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L a d y C h a p e l h a s b e e n g i v e n t o D e a n G o d e l e e ( 1 3 0 5 -

1 3 3 3 ) . T h e r e a s o n f o r t h i s w a s t h a t B i s h o p D r o k e n s f o r d , 

w h e n g r a n t i n g i n 1 3 2 6 a p o r t i o n o f g a r d e n - g r o u n d t o 

o n e o f h i s c a n o n s , s p o k e o f i t a s s i t u a t e d fifty f e e t f r o m 

t h e w a l l o f t h e n e w l y c o n s t r u c t e d L a d y C h a p e l (a muro 
capellae beatae Virginis noviter constructae, R e g . D r o k . 

f . 2 5 2 6 ) . W i l l i s , w h o w a s t h e first t o c a l l a t t e n t i o n t o 

t h i s d o c u m e n t i n a n a d d r e s s t o t h e A r c h a e o l o g i c a l 

I n s t i t u t e i n 1 8 5 1 , t o o h a s t i l y c o n c l u d e d t h a t ' t h e r e 

i s t h e r e f o r e n o d o u b t t h a t t h e L a d y C h a p e l w a s finished 

a f e w y e a r s b e f o r e 1 3 2 6 . ' 

B u t i t h a s t o b e b o r n e i n m i n d t h a t i n W e l l s t h e r e 

w e r e f r o m e a r l y d a y s t w o c h a p e l s d e d i c a t e d t o t h e 

B l e s s e d V i r g i n . O n e o f t h e s e s t o o d a s a s e p a r a t e 

s t r u c t u r e i n t h e c h u r c h y a r d s o u t h o f t h e c h o i r , b e i n g 

e n t e r e d f r o m t h e e a s t w a l k o f t h e c l o i s t e r : t h e o t h e r 

w a s a t t h e e a s t e n d o f t h e c h u r c h i t s e l f . F o r t h e s a k e 

o f d i s t i n g u i s h i n g b e t w e e n t h e m s u c h p h r a s e s w e r e u s e d 

a s ' t h e c h a p e l o f S t . M a r y b y t h e c l o i s t e r ' a n d ' t h e 

c h a p e l o f S t . M a r y b e h i n d t h e h i g h a l t a r ' (e .g . i n t h e 

a r r a n g e m e n t o f t h e o b i t o f B i s h o p B i t t o n I I i n 1 2 7 9 , 

w h e r e b o t h t h e s e d e s i g n a t i o n s o c c u r : R . i , 6 2 : Cal. 

i , 7 1 ) . T h e n e w L a d y C h a p e l m i g h t q u i t e n a t u r a l l y 

b e d e s c r i b e d b y w a y o f d i s t i n c t i o n a s ' t h e c h a p e l o f 

t h e B l e s s e d V i r g i n n e w l y - c o n s t r u c t e d ' e v e n a s l a t e a s 

1 3 2 6 , w h e n t h e b u i l d i n g s u n i t i n g i t t o t h e o l d w o r k o f 

t h e c h o i r w e r e s t i l l i n c o m p l e t e a n d t h e n e w h i g h a l t a r 

w a s y e t t o c o m e . 

T h e d i s c o v e r y i n t h e g l a s s o f o n e o f i t s w i n d o w s o f 

t h e n a m e o f D e a n G o d e l e e ' s p r e d e c e s s o r (Magister 
Henricus Ruse) h a s d e s t r o y e d t h e b e l i e f , a l w a y s 

p r e c a r i o u s , t h a t t h e L a d y C h a p e l w a s n o t finished u n t i l 

' a f e w y e a r s b e f o r e 1 3 2 6 . ' H e n r y H u s e e h a d b e e n a 

c a n o n s i n c e 1 2 8 4 ; h e b e c a m e d e a n i n 1 3 0 2 , a n d d i e d 

i n 1 3 0 5 . T h e e v i d e n c e o f t h e g l a s s t h e r e f o r e i s i n f u l l 

h a r m o n y w i t h t h e o t h e r e v i d e n c e t h a t h a s c o m e b e f o r e 

u s ; a n d w e m a y r e a s o n a b l y h o l d t h a t t h e L a d y C h a p e l 

w a s i n b u i l d i n g n o t l o n g a f t e r B i s h o p B u r n e l l ' s d e a t h i n 

1 2 9 2 , a n d w a s c o m p l e t e d n o t l a t e r t h a n 1 3 0 5 . I n d e e d , 

i t i s q u i t e p o s s i b l e t h a t i t w a s b e g u n i n B i s h o p B u r n e l l ' s 

l i f e t i m e , a n d finished b e f o r e M a s t e r H e n r y H u s e e 

b e c a m e t h e d e a n i n 1 3 0 2 . 


