Devon County Council Historic Environment Record

Civil Parish & District: National Grid Number:
Reference:

Drewsteignton, West Devon SX 7219 0900

Subject: Photo attached:

Archaeological monitoring and recording at Castle Drogo, Devon. |Y

Planning Application no: Recipient museum:

n/a National Trust

OASIS ID: Museum Accession no:
oakfordal-159273 n/a

Contractor’s reference number/code: Dates fieldwork undertaken:
OA1106 11/06/2013

Description of works:

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken by Oakford Archaeology in June 2013 at Castle
Drogo, Devon (SX 7219 0900). The site (Fig. 1) lies immediately to the south and east of Castle Drogo,
a Grade I listed building. The Tithe map (¢ 1840) indicates that the site was marginal grazing land on the
upper slopes of the steep valley of the River Teign, with an area of woodland north of the river, and an
area of poor pasture along the valley. The Ist and 2nd edition OS maps (1885 and 1906) show that the
site remained substantially unchanged when it was acquired by Julius Drewe in 1910. Progress on the
building was delayed by the outbreak of war in 1914, and it was finally completed in its present form in
1930.

A watching brief was maintained during works associated with the erection of scaffolding (Fig. 2). 113
bases ranging in size from 4m x 2m x 250mm deep to 450mm x 200mm x 100m deep were excavated.

Results:

The layer sequence revealed by the trenching typically consisted of the following:
0-0.2m Topsoil

0.2m+ Made ground

Conclusions:
No evidence for archaeological activity has been exposed within the scaffold bases and loading bay. A
major contributory factor for this has been the shallow nature of the groundworks.

Project archive and OASIS entry

The site records have been compiled into a fully integrated site archive which is currently held at
Oakford Archaeology’s offices under project number 1106, pending deposition with the National Trust.
A summary of the investigations has been submitted to the on-line archaeological database OASIS
(Online AccesS to the Index of archaeological InterventionS).

Recorder: Date sent to HER:
MFR Steinmetzer (Oakford Archaeology)
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Fig. I Location of site.
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PL2 ose-uview of scaffold loading bay base to the east of chapel. Im
scale. Looking northeast.



