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Brief for building recording of  

The MG Building, University of Wolverhampton 

 
1. Introduction 

1.1 The MG Building at the University of Wolverhampton has been approved for demolition with a 
condition for building recording at Level 1/2 as defined by English Heritage.  The building was 
constructed around 1950 and included what was originally a full height gymnasium. 

1.2 The present document forms a brief for this work. 

 

2. Site Location and Description 
 
2.1 The site lies at the eastern end of the University of Wolverhampton campus on Wulfruna Street in 

Wolverhampton city centre. 
 
2.2 The University began life as a technical college opened in 1932 (HER 13216).  Before this it was the 

site of The Deanery (HER 2555) which was originally the Dean of Wolverhampton’s residence in the 
town. 

 
 
3. Specific requirements 
 
3.1 The purpose of the work is to record the building ahead of demolition. 

 
3.2 The work should comprise: 
 

• Rapid Desk-based assessment 
• Building Recording 
• Report 

 
3.3 The desk-based assessment should comprise examination of material in the Wolverhampton 

Archives and the University of Wolverhampton relevant to the history, purpose and form of the MG 
building 

 
3.4 The building recording should comprise recording of the building to a level corresponding to Level 

1/2 as defined by English Heritage (EH 2006).  This should comprise examination of the interior 
and exterior of the building, digital photography, a written description and sketch plans to show plan 
(including internal arrangements) and phasing of the building.  It may be possible to adapt, check 
and amend existing architects’ plans for much of this work. 

 
3.5 The report should include the results of the desk-based assessment and of the building recording. 
 
 
4. General conditions 
 
4.1 The work should be undertaken by suitably qualified and experienced buildings recording specialists, 

preferably with a proven background in the analysis of 20th century structures. 
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4.2 An appropriate recording strategy should be used and the method and justification for this stated in 
the report. 

 
4.3 The code of conduct, standards and guidance of the Institute of Field Archaeologists should be 

adhered to.  The buildings analysis should also adhere to the guidance issued by the Association of 
Local Government Archaeological Officers (Analysis and Recording for the Conservation and Control 
of Works to Historic Buildings, ALGAO 1997) and English Heritage (Understanding Historic 
Buildings: a guide to good recording practice, EH 2006).  

 
4.4 On completion of the work the site archive should be deposited with an appropriate museum/public 

archive.  In this case archives  should be deposited with the Wolverhampton Archives Service (tel: 
 01902 552480). 

 
4.6 A copy of the report should be provided to the LPA, Wolverhampton Archives Service and Black 

Country Sites and Monuments Record as both a hardcopy and as a pdf.  The report will normally 
become a publicly accessible part of the BCSMR within 6 months of completion. 

 
4.7 Reports should contain the following information: 
 

• Location, aims and methodology 
• Results of documentary research 
• A written summary of the findings together with appropriate illustrations, which should be related   

to the national grid. 
• An analytical summary of features and deposits 
• List of sources consulted and their full titles/reference numbers 
• A copy of the brief 

 
4.8 On completion of the work an OASIS record form should be completed and a summary report should 

be sent for publication in West Midlands Archaeology and any other appropriate local or national 
archaeological journal. 

 
 
4.9 Health and Safety 

 
It is the responsibility of the contractor to ensure that all work is carried out in accordance with 
relevant Health and Safety regulations. 
 
Site procedures should be in accordance with the guidance set out in the Health and Safety Manual 
of the Standing Conference of Archaeological Unit Managers 

 
 
Prepared on 21st July 2011 by Mike Shaw on behalf of Wolverhampton City Council. 
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