
Jack Golson, one of the pioneers of medieval village
excavation in England, together with his wife Clare, has
just been honoured by the World Archaeology Congress
with its Inaugural Lifetime Achievement Award.

His role in the formulation with John Hurst of the
open-area excavation strategy adopted at Wharram Percy
in 1953 was often recounted at Wharram by Beresford
and Hurst. A key part of the story was how Golson had
gone to Scandinavia to dig with Axel Steensberg and to
learn his methods. A much fuller account of these events
than that which appears in Beresford and Hurst’s
Wharram Percy (1990) (pp.31–3) is to appear in the final
volume, XIII, of the Wharram excavation series,
promised for 2011, and forms an important and
authoritative retelling of what to many Wharramites was
a familiar (if a little mangled) tale: Emma Bentz ‘The
“Danish Connection”:Axel Steensberg’s method of open
area excavation and its influence on early excavations in
Wharram Percy 1953–1960’.

Jack Golson left England for New Zealand in 1954,
and the WAC report on his award notes how his
‘research, teaching and professional service has had a
profound impact on archaeology globally. In his early
career he was based in New Zealand, where he led in
some of the earliest productive collaborations between
Indigenous peoples and archaeologists, and where he
actively sought to educate collecting groups. He was
instrumental in the establishment of the New Zealand
Archaeological Association in 1954. He joined the
Australian National University as a Research Fellow in
1961 and, in 1969, was appointed foundation Professor of
Prehistory in the Research School of Pacific Studies. He
has been a pioneer and major player in the development
of archaeological studies of Papua New Guinea, and in
March 1992 his contribution to academic research in this

region was recognised when the University of Papua
New Guinea awarded him an honorary doctorate. Jack
also initiated study of the inter-relationships between
environment, ecology and people in the Australasian
region, and this is now a thriving area of research.
Moreover, Jack has been a prime-mover in many other
important initiatives, including the establishment of a
radiocarbon dating facility at the Australian National
University in the early 1960s.

Jack Golson and Clare Golson have been major
supporters of the World Archaeological Congress from
its instigation. They were part of the team that established
the World Archaeological Congress in 1986. This was a
period of some controversy associated with the academic
ban on South African participation in support of the
lifting of apartheid in that country, and their support won
over many who could not decide. They have been active
participants in all of the WAC Congresses, and many of
the Inter-Congresses, and they have worked at all levels
within the organisation to make certain that the World
Archaeological Congress achieves success. Jack Golson
led in the drafting of the original WAC statues and codes
of ethics. As President of the World Archaeological
Congress from 1990 to 1994, he steered the organisation
through some difficult times. He kept in sight WAC’s
wider objectives as well as its immediate responsibilities,
and in this work his wife, Clare Golson, has ably assisted
him. Jack and Clare are extraordinarily generous people,
and they have personally supported many scholars and
community people from throughout the world, especially
those who were most in need.’

The MSRG has great pleasure in adding its
congratulations to those already offered to Jack and Clare
Golson.
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