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Executive	Summary

1.1 An archaeological evaluation was carried out on 17th April 2012 by GUARD Archaeology Limited, 
on behalf of Lagan (Alsager) Ltd, on the proposed SUDS part of the Twyfords development site 
in Alsager.  A trial trench evaluation of 5% of the total area proposed for the SUDS (3,095 m²) 
was conducted.  No features or finds of archaeological significance were encountered during 
the evaluation.

Introduction

2.1 This report sets out the results of an archaeological evaluation undertaken by GUARD 
Archaeology, on behalf of Lagan (Alsager) Ltd on an area of ground proposed as part of the 
SUDS development at the former Twyfords site, Alsager.  An archaeological evaluation of this 
part of the development area was undertaken to establish the presence, extent and nature 
of any significant archaeological remains, prior to the determination of the relevant planning 
application (Reference: 11/4109C).

Site	Location,	Topography	and	Geology

3.1 The proposed SUDS part of the development is located in the north-east corner of the proposed 
development at the former Twyfords site and is located to the east of Alsager in East Cheshire 
(NGR SJ 8090 5570). 

3.2 The proposed SUDS part of the development is located within a small triangular field and is 
bounded by the A5011 Linley Lane to the east, the B5077 Crewe Road to the north, and to the 
south and west by the former Lawton Station and North Staffordshire Railway Sandbach Branch 
railway line which is now occupied by woodland (Figure 1).  Topographically the site is relatively 
flat and covered with grass with the ground rising slightly in the north-west and north-eastern 
areas.  Its present land use is agricultural and used in silage production.

3.3 The underlying drift geology consists of Glaciofluvial deposits, Devensian sand and gravel, while 
the solid geology consists of Northwich Halite member – Halite-stone and mudstone (British 
Geological Survey 1:50,000, http://www.bgs.ac.uk).  

Archaeological Background

4.1 An archaeological environmental impact assessment was previously undertaken by GUARD 
Archaeology of the Twyfords development area (Toolis 2011). The assessment, which included 
a walkover survey, identified no previously unknown sites within the development area but did 
confirm the presence of Church Lawton South Burial Mound (Site 1) within the same field as the 
proposed SUDS (Figure 1).

4.2 Church Lawton South Burial Mound (Site 1) is a Bronze Age round barrow, 1 metre high and 
one of three known barrows in the immediate area (Sites 2 & 3). While there are numerous 
prehistoric round barrows in Cheshire, there are very few barrow clusters such as this (Morgan 
& Morgan 2004, 84). Excavations undertaken in 1981 revealed that Church Lawton South Burial 
Mound (Site 1) is even more unusual in combining a stone circle with a barrow (McNeil 1982). 
It has been surmised that this barrow was not used at all for burial but for the exposure and 
cremation of the dead (Longley 1987, 61).

4.3 It was originally believed that the cutting of the railway in the 19th century damaged the barrow 
(Site 1) and that ‘urns’ and ‘bones’ were found, but the contour survey and the excavation 
previously undertaken demonstrated that the tail of the barrow lay some two metres inside 
the fence line and well clear of the railway cutting. The barrow at Church Lawton South is not 
typical. Excavations undertaken in 1981 revealed a complex monument which may have been 
constructed in two phases. The most unusual feature was the circular setting of nine massive 
boulders arranged in an ellipse around the perimeter of the barrow. These were spaced 
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approximately five metres apart, but this arrangement was broken in the north and south, 
giving the appearance of two separate semi-circles. Although the boulders were glacial erratics, 
they were carefully selected for their size and appearance and were probably imported into the 
immediate area. Two of the stones were upright, but the remaining seven were lying on their 
sides. These stones had been deliberately placed in this manner. There were no cremation or 
inhumation burials associated with the mound. However, a roughly rectangular turf and daub 
structure approximately central to the mound may originally have been intended as a mortuary 
house. Here the body was left in an exposed place to enable decomposition and disarticulation 
of the bones to take place prior to cremation. Only one fragment of cremated bone, a piece of 
scapula, was recovered from the ‘mortuary house’, so it is possible that the cremated remains 
were removed and buried elsewhere. The turf of this structure was radiocarbon dated to 1600-
1400 BC and environmental evidence suggests the site was located within a small woodland 
clearing. The overlying mound may be a latter construction and consists of a sand mound 
thrown up in a dump construction and partially surrounded by a small turf wall. There were 
no internal setting of posts and no external ditch although in some areas irregular hollows had 
been dug for sand. The diameter of the ensuing mound and circle was between twenty two and 
twenty five metres; a large size for a barrow but an average size for a stone circle. All the stones 
were set without pits, directly on the old buried ground surface, which was radiocarbon dated 
to the early Bronze Age (2260 BC to 1940 BC). Barrows built entirely, or partly, of stones with 
an outer ring of kerbstones are well known in the upland areas of Wales and the Peak District. 
Likewise, stone circles are fairly common in the Bronze Age in these areas. The combination of 
a stone circle and a barrow in a lowland area here is unusual. As there was no central burial, 
it is probable that none was ever intended and as such the mound and the stone circle are 
currently viewed as some type of memorial or cenotaph to a person or persons unknown. The 
site was visited in 1993 by English Heritage who concluded that since the excavation, which had 
excavated almost the entirety of the mound, land improvement had destroyed almost all visible 
traces of the monument. 

4.4 To the immediate north of Church Lawton South (Site 1) and just outwith the development area 
is the burial mound of Church Lawton North (Site 3). Also excavated in 1981 this barrow again 
had two distinct phases of use but appeared to have a very different function, that of containing 
several cremation burials and other burials (McNeil 1982; Longley 1987, 63). It first comprised a 
mound of sand enclosed by an irregular circular ditch. A boat-shaped pit covered with a wooden 
lid was found near the centre of this mound. While no human remains were found within this 
pit, probably owing to destruction by the acidic soil, the pit was large enough for a crouched 
burial. The mound also contained 18 cremation pits created at various different times. Most 
of these cremations were not in containers though at least two were put in sacks or leather 
bags. The cremations were mostly adult with some infants. In contrast to Church Lawton South 
(Site 1), a number of artefacts were recovered from this burial mound, including a total of five 
food vessels and an urn, as well as a knife and a mace; all of which date to the Bronze Age. The 
second phase extended the existing structure into a larger turf capped barrow. One cremation 
was found as well as three stake-lined bowl shaped pits, perhaps fire pits.

4.5 The possible Bronze Age Round Barrow at Lawton Arms (Site 2) is the last of the three known 
barrows in the area. A road built in 1881 is thought to have cut through a barrow and the 
western half of the mound was later destroyed during the construction of a petrol station.

4.6 There is more evidence of Bronze Age activity within the surrounding area, such as the grey stone 
axe-hammer found in gravel delivered from Church Lawton (Site 4) to Porthill, Staffordshire, and 
the barbed and tanged flint arrowhead, dating possibly to the early Bronze Age, found in 1996 
in a stream that runs behind St Gabriel School near the north of Alsager (Site 5).

4.7 The water course of Hooze Hollow (Site 6), which crosses the study area, is now culverted 
but has a long history as an important boundary in the landscape and it is possible that this 
importance stretches back into prehistory, given that the east bank was chosen as the location 
for the barrows (Sites 1, 2 & 3). Work on similar boundaries has commonly revealed evidence 
of ancient channels and bank revetting, often associated with waterlogged deposits that have 
significant potential for analysis (Mark Leah, pers comm.).
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4.8 The putative course of King Street Roman Road (Site 7) runs along the eastern edge of the 
development area. However, as this road is not apparent on Burdett’s map of 1777, only being 
first depicted on Greenwood’s map of 1819, the Roman origins of this road must be doubted.

4.9 Though Alsager’s name derives from the old English of the early medieval period, meaning 
‘Aelle’s plot of arable land’ (Dodgson 1971, 2; Sutton 1999, 7) and is mentioned in medieval 
documents from the Domesday Book of 1086 onwards (Dodgson 1971, 2), none of the known 
sites within the development area, or its immediate vicinity, date to the Medieval period. The 
Domesday entries suggest Alsager was an outlying part of a larger estate that incorporated an 
area of waste land (Sutton 1999, 9). Given that the 12th and 13th century boundary between 
the Nantwich and Northwich Hundreds passed between the townships of Alsager and Church 
Lawton, presumably Hooze Hollow (Site 6) and therefore through the development area, it may 
be that the development area was marginal waste land during the Medieval period.

4.10 The site of Lawton Station and part of the North Staffordshire Railway Sandbach Branch (Site 8) 
formerly cut across the north-eastern corner of the development area. Opened in October 1848, 
this line is depicted in the Ordnance Survey map of 1882 and all subsequent maps, and was used 
mainly for goods traffic (Sutton 1999, 204). The sparsity of passenger traffic is demonstrated by 
the poor takings at Lawton Station in the first four years after it opened in 1893 (Sutton 1999, 
204). The Ordnance Survey maps from 1899 onwards show that Lawton Station occupied that 
part of the railway line that cuts the north-east part of the development area. In 1923 the 
North Staffordshire Railway merged with the London, Midland and Scottish Railway Company 
(Sutton 1999, 203). Lawton Station was closed in 1930 (Sutton 1999, 204) and by the time of the 
Ordnance Survey map of 1961 the railway branch itself was disused. This site is now woodland.

4.11 While the proposed development will not impact upon the actual site of the Church Lawton South 
stone circle and barrow (Site 1) itself will be preserved in situ, the excavation of the proposed 
SUDS facility at the south-east corner of the same field containing this site may impact upon 
any potential related archaeological remains that survive here. Cheshire Archaeology Planning 
Advisory Service have therefore recommended that the proposed SUDS area be subject to a 
pre-determination archaeological trial trenching in order to establish the nature of any surviving 
archaeological deposits and the need, if any, for further archaeological mitigation in this area.

Aims,	Objectives	and	Scope

5.1 The aim of the archaeological evaluation is to identify:

• as yet unknown archaeological features and deposits within the SUDS part of the 
development area;

• to ensure that any surviving archaeological remains within this part of the development 
area are recorded to an appropriate level.

5.2 The objectives are therefore to: 

• Conduct an archaeological evaluation of 5% of the SUDS part of the development area, 
by machine-cut trial trench excavation, to establish the presence or absence of any 
archaeological remains, and their character, date and extent if surviving; 

• Submit a report to data structure level on completion of the archaeological fieldwork, 
which includes an outline of the scope of any further archaeological works should any 
significant archaeology be encountered.

5.3 The scope of the archaeological works will establish:

• that if the archaeological evaluation encounters no significant archaeological remains, no 
further archaeological fieldwork will be required within the SUDS part of the development 
area as a condition of planning consent.
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Methodology

6.1 The programme of archaeological works adhered to the relevant parts of the Cheshire County 
Council Guidance and General Conditions for Archaeological Contractors and Consultants in 
Cheshire (2003) and commenced with a 5% evaluation of the 3,095 m² SUDS area, in adherence 
to the Project Design (Toolis 2012; Appendix F), which was agreed with the Cheshire Archaeology 
Planning Advisory Service in advance of the fieldwork. Eight trenches were excavated; all but 
one measured 10 m long and 2 m wide, while the remaining trench measured 8 m long and 2 m 
wide (Figure 1). The trenches totalled 156 m².

6.2 All trenches were excavated by mechanical excavator, utilizing a c 2 m wide flat-bladed 
(toothless) ditching bucket under the direct supervision of a GUARD Archaeologist, down to the 
first archaeological horizon or to natural subsoil, whichever was encountered first. The depth of 
stratigraphy apparent in all trenches was recorded.

6.3 Any archaeological features encountered were to be cleaned by hand by the on-site GUARD 
Archaeologists to determine their character and extent. Should negative-cut features be 
encountered, a representative sample was to be 25-50% excavated in order to determine 
their significance, date and function. All on-site recording, written, drawn and photographic, 
was undertaken to the standards normally pertaining in archaeological fieldwork and to IfA 
standards. A full record of excavated features was to be made using a single context recording 
system using pro forma sheets, drawings and photographs. All archaeological features were 
to be photographed and recorded at an appropriate scale. Sections were to be drawn at 1:10, 
and plans at 1:20. All evaluation trenches were accurately surveyed using a sub-metre GPS and 
located within the National Grid.  

6.4 All archaeological finds were to be recorded with by the on-site Archaeologists. Finds and 
bones were to be collected as bulk samples by context. Significant small finds were to be three 
dimensionally located prior to collection. All finds were to be processed to MAP2 type standards 
and subject to appropriate specialist assessment. If necessary, conservation of finds were to be 
appraised to allow for specialist study.

6.5 All excavated feature fills and horizons were to be sampled as appropriate, using bulk soil 
samples, for palaeo-environmental evidence.

6.6 A representative section was recorded denoting depth of topsoil, any stratigraphy present and 
the nature of the soil. This information was logged in the day book together with a sketch drawn 
to scale and a photographic record of deposits.

6.7 Should human remains be revealed by the excavation, the local police, the client and the 
Cheshire Archaeology Planning Advisory Service were to be informed immediately. Any human 
remains would be accurately recorded, but left in situ, pending the agreement of the police, 
the client and Cheshire Archaeology Planning Advisory Service on an appropriate mitigation 
strategy. All human remains fall within the remit of the Burials Act (1857) and, if it is necessary to 
excavate them, Section 25 of the Act requires that a licence be obtained prior to their removal. 
Where the presence of human remains is anticipated, a licence should be obtained from the 
Under Secretary of State Home Office (E Division) before the start of fieldwork. If it is suspected 
that the remains are less than 100 years old, the police and coroner should be informed, as an 
inquest may be necessary.

6.8 Were significant archaeological remains to be encountered by the evaluation, requiring more 
than the limited evaluation outlined above, the remains were to be largely left in situ pending 
the agreement of all relevant parties to a Project Design addenda for an appropriate scope of 
excavation (Stage 2) and post-excavation analysis & publication (Stage 3).

6.9 On completion of the recording of the evaluation trenches, the backfilling of trenches was 
undertaken by machine and supervised by the on-site archaeologist. No specialist backfilling 
was proposed.
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Results 
7.1 The work was undertaken on 17th April 2012. Weather conditions for the evaluation were 

predominantly good with only occasional showers of rain. During the course of the evaluation 
no features of archaeological significance was encountered.

7.2 Eight trenches were excavated, totalling 156 m², the results of which are set out in Appendices 
B-C and Figures 1-2.  All of the trenches revealed topsoil comprising of dark grey-brown silt 
with inclusions of sub-rounded pebbles and plant roots from the overlying grass turf (001).  The 
depth ranged from 290 mm to 400 mm thick.  This deposit overlay an intermediate deposit 
consisting of mid brown silty sand with inclusions of sub-rounded pebble sized stones (002).  Its 
depth ranged from 240 mm to 420 mm thick and was deepest at the north and north-western 
areas of the site (Plate 1).  Both these deposits overlay the natural subsoil which in the north 
and north-western area of the site consisted of a brown-burnt orange sand with inclusions of 
gravel and sub-rounded pebble sized stones (004) (Plate 2).  This deposit was found in Trenches 
1, 2, 3 and 8.  The subsoil differed slightly in the south and south-eastern area comprising of a 
yellow-brown-orange fine grained sand with gravel patches and occasional sub-rounded pebble 
sized stones (003) (Figure 2).  These deposits were consistent with a glaciofluvial origin.  During 
excavation it was noted that the subsoil deposit increased in height towards the southern area 
of the field which had resulted in shallower overlying deposits in this area.

7.3 During the evaluation very few artefacts were recovered from topsoil deposits across the area.  
These comprised of only a few very small sherds of modern glazed pottery which were not 
retained.

SW NE

001

002

003

Figure 2: South-East facing section through Trench 6.

0 1 m

Plate 1:  North-west facing section of Trench 1. Plate 2: Post-excavation of Trench 2.
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Conclusions 
8.1 The evaluation trenching identified no features or finds of archaeological significance within 

the SUDS development area.  In accordance with the scope of the evaluation, as defined in 
paragraph 5.3 above, agreed in advance of fieldwork, no further archaeological mitigation is 
expected to be required for the SUDS development, although appropriate measures should be 
taken to prevent plant crossing the site of the barrow at the north end of the same field.

8.2 An appropriate number of hard copies and digital pdf copies of this report will be prepared 
for submission to the Cheshire County Sites and Monuments Record (CSMR). The report will 
be presented in an ordered state and bound within a protective cover/sleeve. The report will 
be page numbered and supplemented with section numbering for ease of reference. The 
same report, but produced in the client’s Environmental Statement Chapter template for the 
Environmental Statement Addendum, will also be submitted to the local planning authority.

8.3 A summary of the project results will be submitted to the editor of the CBA North West Bulletin 
by means of the standard pro forma sheet reproduced in Appendix 7 of the Cheshire County 
Council Guidance and General Conditions for Archaeological Contractors and Consultants in 
Cheshire to ensure there is a comprehensive and publicly accessible record of the archaeological 
work. As no archaeological remains were encountered during the archaeological fieldwork, it 
is proposed that a comprehensive report submitted to CBA North West Bulletin will form the 
final publication of this archaeological fieldwork. A copy of this summary report is included in 
Appendix E. 

8.4 The archive for the project, including a copy of the report, will be submitted to the CSMR 
within three months of completion of all relevant work. The site archive will be prepared in 
accordance with the general specification outlined in MAP2 (Appendix 3) as recommended in 
the Cheshire County Council Guidance and General Conditions for Archaeological Contractors 
and Consultants in Cheshire.  The index for the Project Archive is included in Appendix D. The 
archive will be deposited as soon as is practicable in a Registered Museum fulfilling the HBMC/
MGC Eligibility Criteria for the Grant Aided Storage of Excavation Archives. This will normally be 
Cheshire Museums’ Central Archaeological Store. In this case, Cheshire Museums’ Conditions 
for Acceptance of Archaeological Material will apply (Appendix 6 of the Cheshire County Council 
Guidance and General Conditions for Archaeological Contractors and Consultants in Cheshire).

8.5 The online OASIS form at http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/ (OASIS Reference: 
guardarc1-124507) will be completed within three months. Once the Data Structure Report 
has become a public document by submission to or incorporation into the CSMR, Cheshire 
Archaeology Planning Advisory Service will validate the OASIS form thus placing the information 
into the public domain on the OASIS website.  
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Appendix	B:	Evaluation	Trench	Records

Tr  
No

Length 
(m)

Width 
(m)

Depth 
(m) Topsoil/Overburden Subsoil Details

1 10 2 0.65-
0.85

Dark grey-brown silt with 
inclusions of sub-rounded 

pebbles.  Loose compaction 
(depth 0.40 m).  Below is a mid-
brown silt sand with occassional 

inclusions of sub-rounded pebbles 
(depth 0.42 m)

Brown-burnt orange sand 
with occassional gravel 

patches and inclusions of 
sub-rounded pebble sized 
stones.  Loose compaction

No archaeological 
features or finds noted.  
Western end of trench 
deeper than eastern 

end.    Subsoil appears 
to rise up at eastern 

end.

2 10 2 0.69

Dark grey-brown silt with 
inclusions of sub-rounded 

pebbles.  Loose compaction 
(depth 0.34 m).  Below is a mid-
brown silt sand with occassional 

inclusions of sub-rounded pebbles 
(depth 0.28 m)

Brown-burnt orange sand 
with occassional gravel 

patches and inclusions of 
sub-rounded pebble sized 
stones.  Loose compaction 

No archaeological 
features or finds noted.  
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Tr  
No

Length 
(m)

Width 
(m)

Depth 
(m) Topsoil/Overburden Subsoil Details

3 10 2 0.64

Dark grey-brown silt with 
inclusions of sub-rounded 

pebbles.  Loose compaction 
(depth 0.30 m).  Below is a mid-
brown silt sand with occassional 

inclusions of sub-rounded pebbles 
(depth 0.32 m)

Brown-burnt orange fine-
grained sand with occassional 
gravel patches and inclusions 
of sub-rounded pebble sized 

stones.  Slght grey sand 
mottling due to plant roots.  

Loose compaction 

No archaeological 
features or finds noted.  

4 10 2 0.56

Dark grey-brown silt with 
inclusions of sub-rounded 

pebbles.  Loose compaction 
(depth 0.29 m).  Below is a mid-
brown silt sand with occassional 

inclusions of sub-rounded pebbles 
(depth 0.24 m)

Yellow-brown-orange fine-
grained sand with occassional 
gravel patches and inclusions 
of sub-rounded pebble sized 

stones.  Slght grey sand 
mottling due to plant roots.  

Loose compaction 

No archaeological 
features or finds noted.  

5 10 2 0.57

Dark grey-brown silt with 
inclusions of sub-rounded 

pebbles.  Loose compaction 
(depth 0.36 m).  Below is a mid-
brown silt sand with occassional 

inclusions of sub-rounded pebbles 
(depth 0.15 m)

Yellow-brown-orange fine-
grained sand with occassional 
gravel patches and inclusions 
of sub-rounded pebble sized 

stones.  Slght grey sand 
mottling due to plant roots.  

Loose compaction 

No archaeological 
features or finds noted.  

6 10 2 0.54

Dark grey-brown silt with 
inclusions of sub-rounded 

pebbles.  Loose compaction 
(depth 0.34 m).  Below is a mid-
brown silt sand with occassional 

inclusions of sub-rounded pebbles 
(depth 0.18 m)

Yellow-brown-orange fine-
grained sand with occassional 
gravel patches and inclusions 
of sub-rounded pebble sized 

stones.  Slght grey sand 
mottling due to plant roots.  

Loose compaction 

No archaeological 
features or finds 

identified.  

7 8 2 0.57

Dark grey-brown silt with 
inclusions of sub-rounded 

pebbles.  Loose compaction 
(depth 0.34 m).  Below is a mid-
brown silt sand with occassional 

inclusions of sub-rounded pebbles 
(depth 0.21 m)

Yellow-brown-orange fine-
grained sand with occassional 
gravel patches and inclusions 
of sub-rounded pebble sized 

stones.  Slght grey sand 
mottling due to plant roots.  

Loose compaction 

No archaeological 
features or finds 

identified.  

8 10 2 0.78

Dark grey-brown silt with 
inclusions of sub-rounded 

pebbles.  Loose compaction 
(depth 0.27 m).  Below is a mid-
brown silt sand with occassional 

inclusions of sub-rounded pebbles 
(depth 0.36 m)

Brown-burnt orange fine-
grained sand with occassional 
gravel patches and inclusions 
of sub-rounded pebble sized 
stones.  Loose compaction 

No archaeological 
features or finds 

identified.    

Appendix	C:	Evaluation	Photographic	Record

Frame Area Context No. Subject Taken from
1 - - ID shot NW
2 - - North-east corner of site NE
3 - - South-west area of site NE
4 - - North-west area of site NE
5 - - South-west area of site N
6 - - Central area N
7 - - Western boundary S
8 - - Eastern boundary S

11 T6 002 Deposit (002) 9n Trench 6 E
12 T6 002 Deposit (002) 9n Trench 6 E
13 T7 001-003 North-east facing section NE
14 T7 001-003 North-east facing section NE
15 T7 003 Post-excavation SE
16 T7 003 Post-excavation SE
17 T6 - ID shot -
18 T6 003 Post-excavation NE
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Frame Area Context No. Subject Taken from
19 T6 003 Post-excavation NE
20 T6 001-003 South-west facing section SW
21 T6 001-003 South-west facing section SW
22 T5 - ID shot -
23 T5 003 Post-excavation SE
24 T5 003 Post-excavation SW
25 T5 001-003 South-west facing section SW
26 T5 001-003 South-west facing section SW
27 T5 003 Pre-excavation of possible feature (natural) SE
28 T5 003 Post-excavation of possible feature (natural) SW
29 T5 003 Post-excavation of possible feature (natural) SW
30 T4 - ID shot -
31 T4 004 Post-excavation SW
32 T4 001-002, 004 South-east facing section SE
33 T3 - ID shot -
34 T3 004 Post-excavation SE
35 T3 001-002, 004 South-west facing section SW
36 T2 004 Post-excavation SW
37 T2 004 Post-excavation SW
38 T2 001-002, 004 North-west facing section NW
39 T2 001-002, 004 North-west facing section NW
40 T1 - ID shot -
41 T1 004 Post-excavation NE
42 T1 001-002, 004 North-west facing section NW
43 T8 - ID shot -
44 T8 004 Post-excavation NW
45 T8 001-002, 004 North-east facing section NE
46 - - Backfilled trenches NW
47 - - Backfilled trenches NW
48 - - Backfilled trenches SE
49 - - Backfilled trenches SE
50 - - Backfilled trenches S

Appendix D: Index to Project Archive

Paper Archive:

Site Notebook

Trench Index Recording Sheet

Trench Recording Sheets

Photographic Recording Sheets

Digital Archive:

Digital Images

Concordances

Written Scheme of Investigation

Data Structure Report
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Due to the close proximity of the Church Lawton South Burial Mound an archaeological evaluation was carried out 
on 17th April 2012 by GUARD Archaeology Limited, on behalf of Lagan (Alsager) Ltd, on the proposed SUDS part of 
the Twyfords development site in Alsager.  A trial trench evaluation of 5% of the total area proposed for the SUDS 
(3,095 m²) was conducted.  No features or finds of archaeological significance were encountered during the 
evaluation. 

REPORT REFERENCE 

PROPOSED ARCHIVE REPOSITORY (name and address) 

CONTACT NAME (FOR INFORMATION/ENQUIRIES) : Ronan Toolis 
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Guidance and General Conditions for Archaeological
Contractors and Consultants in Cheshire
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Executive Summary 
1.1   This project design outlines the methodology for the archaeological evaluation of the proposed SUDS 

part of  the Twyfords development area  in Alsager, to be undertaken prior  to  the determination of 
the relevant planning application (Reference: 11/4109C). 

 

Introduction 
2.1  This project design sets out the scope and methodology for the proposed archaeological mitigation 

works for the proposed SUDS part of the Twyfords development area  in Alsager.   An archaeological 
evaluation of this part of the development area will be undertaken to establish the presence, extent 
and  nature  of  any  significant  archaeological  remains,  prior  to  the  determination  of  the  relevant 
planning application  (Reference: 11/4109C).    Should  significant  remains be  identified and  it  is not 
possible  to  preserve  them  in‐situ  a  further  requirement  for  archaeological works  to  ensure  their 
preservation through record is likely to be required.   

2.2   This Project Design outlines the programme of archaeological works that may be needed to mitigate 
the  effects  of  the  proposed  development.    It  details  the  methodology  to  be  employed  in 
implementing the Stage 1 archaeological works.  The mitigation methodology to be employed during 
Stage 2 excavation and Stage 3 post excavation analysis and publication, if required, will be specified 
in  addenda  to  this  document.    These  addenda  will  be  submitted  to  the  Cheshire  Archaeology 
Planning Advisory Service acting on behalf of Cheshire East Council, prior to the commencement of 
any  archaeological work.   All phases of work will be  funded by  the developer  as  required by  the 
Planning Authority. 

 

Site Location 
3.1   The proposed SUDS part of the development area is located at NGR: SJ 8090 5570 close to the north‐

east corner of the development area, which lies to the east of Alsager, East Cheshire.  The SUDS part 
of the development area comprises a triangular field.  The site is bounded to the north by the B5077 
Crewe Road,  to  the east by  the A5011 Linley Lane  road, and  to  the south and west by  the  former 
Lawton  Station  and  North  Staffordshire  Railway  Sandbach  Branch  railway  line,  now  occupied  by 
woodland (Figure 1).   

 

Archaeological Background 
4.1   An  archaeological  environmental  impact  assessment  was  previously  undertaken  by  GUARD 

Archaeology of the Twyfords development area.  The assessment, which included a walkover survey, 
identified no previously unknown sites within the development area but did confirm the presence of 
Church Lawton South Burial Mound (Site 1) within the same field as the proposed SUDS (Figure 1). 

4.2  Church Lawton South Burial Mound (Site 1) is a Bronze Age round barrow, 1 metre high and one of 
three known barrows  in  the  immediate area  (Sites 2 & 3).   While  there are numerous prehistoric 
round barrows in Cheshire, there are very few barrow clusters such as this.  Excavations undertaken 
in 1981 revealed that Church Lawton South Burial Mound (Site 1) is even more unusual in combining 
a stone circle with a barrow.  It has been surmised that this barrow was not used at all for burial but 
for the exposure and cremation of the dead. 

4.3  It was originally believed that the cutting of the railway in the 19th century damaged the barrow (Site 
1)  and  that  'urns'  and  'bones' were  found, but  the  contour  survey  and  the  excavation  previously 
undertaken demonstrated that the tail of the barrow lay some two metres inside the fence line and 
well  clear of  the  railway  cutting.   The barrow at Church  Lawton  South  is not  typical.   Excavations 
undertaken in 1981 revealed a complex monument which may have been constructed in two phases.  
The most unusual  feature was  the  circular  setting of nine massive boulders arranged  in an ellipse 
around the perimeter of the barrow.   These were spaced approximately five metres apart, but this 
arrangement was broken in the north and south, giving the appearance of two separate semi‐circles.  
Although  the  boulders  were  glacial  erratics,  they  were  carefully  selected  for  their  size  and 
appearance and were probably imported into the immediate area.  Two of the stones were upright, 

19
Project 3486: Former Twyfords Site, Alsager.



 
2 
 

but the remaining seven were lying on their sides.  These stones had been deliberately placed in this 
manner.   There were no cremation or  inhumation burials associated with  the mound.   However, a 
roughly rectangular turf and daub structure approximately central to the mound may originally have 
been  intended  as  a  mortuary  house.    Here  the  body  was  left  in  an  exposed  place  to  enable 
decomposition and disarticulation of the bones to take place prior to cremation.  Only one fragment 
of cremated bone, a piece of scapula, was recovered from the 'mortuary house', so it is possible that 
the  cremated  remains  were  removed  and  buried  elsewhere.    The  turf  of  this  structure  was 
radiocarbon dated to 1600‐1400 BC and environmental evidence suggests the site was located within 
a small woodland clearing.  The overlying mound may be a latter construction and consists of a sand 
mound thrown up in a dump construction and partially surrounded by a small turf wall.  There were 
no internal setting of posts and no external ditch although in some areas irregular hollows had been 
dug for sand.   The diameter of the ensuing mound and circle was between twenty two and twenty 
five metres; a  large size for a barrow but an average size for a stone circle.   All the stones were set 
without pits, directly on  the old buried ground  surface, which was  radiocarbon dated  to  the early 
Bronze Age (2260 BC to 1940 BC).   Barrows built entirely, or partly, of stones with an outer ring of 
kerbstones are well known in the upland areas of Wales and the Peak District.  Likewise, stone circles 
are fairly common in the Bronze Age in these areas.  The combination of a stone circle and a barrow 
in a lowland area here is unusual.   As there was no central burial, it is probable that none was ever 
intended and as such the mound and the stone circle are currently viewed as some type of memorial 
or cenotaph to a person or persons unknown.  The site was visited in 1993 by English Heritage who 
concluded  that  since  the excavation, which had excavated almost  the entirety of  the mound,  land 
improvement had destroyed almost all visible traces of the monument.   

4.4  To the  immediate north of Church Lawton South  (Site 1) and  just outwith the development area  is 
the burial mound of Church Lawton North (Site 3).  Also excavated in 1981 this barrow again had two 
distinct  phases  of  use  but  appeared  to  have  a  very  different  function,  that  of  containing  several 
cremation burials  and other burials.    It  first  comprised  a mound of  sand enclosed by  an  irregular 
circular  ditch.    A  boat‐shaped  pit  covered with  a wooden  lid was  found  near  the  centre  of  this 
mound.   While no human remains were found within this pit, probably owing to destruction by the 
acidic soil, the pit was large enough for a crouched burial.  The mound also contained 18 cremation 
pits created at various different times.   Most of these cremations were not  in containers though at 
least two were put in sacks or leather bags.  The cremations were mostly adult with some infants.  In 
contrast  to Church  Lawton  South  (Site  1),  a  number of  artefacts were  recovered  from  this burial 
mound,  including a total of five food vessels and an urn, as well as a knife and a mace; all of which 
date to the Bronze Age.  The second phase extended the existing structure into a larger turf capped 
barrow.  One cremation was found as well as three stake‐lined bowl shaped pits, perhaps fire pits. 

4.5  The  possible  Bronze  Age  Round  Barrow  at  Lawton  Arms  (Site  2)  is  the  last  of  the  three  known 
barrows in the area.  A road built in 1881 is thought to have cut through a barrow and the western 
half of the mound was later destroyed during the construction of a petrol station. 

4.6  There  is more evidence of Bronze Age activity within  the surrounding area, such as  the grey stone 
axe‐hammer found in gravel delivered from Church Lawton (Site 4) to Porthill, Staffordshire, and the 
barbed  and  tanged  flint  arrowhead,  dating  possibly  to  the  early  Bronze  Age,  found  in  1996  in  a 
stream that runs behind St Gabriel School near the north of Alsager (Site 5). 

4.7  The water course of Hooze Hollow (Site 6), which crosses the study area, is now culverted but has a 
long  history  as  an  important  boundary  in  the  landscape  and  it  is  possible  that  this  importance 
stretches back  into prehistory, given that the east bank was chosen as the  location for the barrows 
(Sites 1, 2 & 3).   Work on similar boundaries has commonly revealed evidence of ancient channels 
and bank  revetting, often associated with waterlogged deposits  that have  significant potential  for 
analysis. 

4.8  The  putative  course  of  King  Street  Roman  Road  (Site  7)  runs  along  the  eastern  edge  of  the 
development area.  However, as this road is not apparent on Burdett’s map of 1777, only being first 
depicted on Greenwood’s map of 1819, the Roman origins of this road must be doubted. 

4.9  Though Alsager’s name derives  from  the old English of  the early medieval period, meaning  ‘Aelle’s 
plot  of  arable  land’  and  is mentioned  in medieval  documents  from  the Domesday  Book  of  1086 
onwards, none of the known sites within the development area, or its immediate vicinity, date to the 
Medieval period.  The Domesday entries suggest Alsager was an outlying part of a larger estate that 
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incorporated an area of waste  land.   Given  that  the 12th and 13th century boundary between  the 
Nantwich and Northwich Hundreds passed between  the  townships of Alsager and Church Lawton, 
presumably Hooze Hollow (Site 6) and therefore through the development area,  it may be that the 
development area was marginal waste land during the Medieval period. 

4.10  The  site  of  Lawton  Station  and  part  of  the North  Staffordshire  Railway  Sandbach  Branch  (Site  8) 
formerly cut across the north‐eastern corner of the development area.  Opened in October 1848, this 
line is depicted in the Ordnance Survey map of 1882 and all subsequent maps, and was used mainly 
for goods  traffic.   The  sparsity of passenger  traffic  is demonstrated by  the poor  takings at Lawton 
Station in the first four years after it opened in 1893.  The Ordnance Survey maps from 1899 onwards 
show that Lawton Station occupied that part of the railway  line that cuts the north‐east part of the 
development area.    In 1923 the North Staffordshire Railway merged with the London, Midland and 
Scottish Railway Company.    Lawton  Station was  closed  in 1930  and by  the  time of  the Ordnance 
Survey map of 1961 the railway branch itself was disused.  This site is now woodland. 

4.11  While the proposed development will not  impact upon the actual site of the Church Lawton South 
stone circle and barrow (Site 1) itself will be preserved in situ, the excavation of the proposed SUDS 
facility at the south‐east corner of the same field containing this site may impact upon any potential 
related archaeological  remains  that  survive here.   Cheshire Archaeology Planning Advisory Service 
have  therefore  recommended  that  the  proposed  SUDS  area  be  subject  to  a  pre‐determination 
archaeological trial trenching in order to establish the nature of any surviving archaeological deposits 
and the need, if any, for further archaeological mitigation in this area. 

  

Aims, Objectives and Scope 
5.1   The aim of the archaeological evaluation is to identify: 

 as yet unknown archaeological  features and deposits within  the SUDS part of  the development 
area; 

 to ensure that any surviving archaeological remains within this part of the development area are 
recorded to an appropriate level. 

5.2   The objectives are therefore to:  

 Conduct  an  archaeological  evaluation  of  5%  of  the  SUDS  part  of  the  development  area,  by 
machine‐cut  trial  trench excavation,  to establish  the presence or absence of any archaeological 
remains, and their character, date and extent if surviving;  

 Submit  a  report  to  data  structure  level  on  completion  of  the  archaeological  fieldwork, which 
includes  an  outline  of  the  scope  of  any  further  archaeological  works  should  any  significant 
archaeology be encountered. 

5.3   The scope of the archaeological works will establish: 

 that if the archaeological evaluation encounters no significant archaeological remains, no further 
archaeological  fieldwork will  be  required within  the  SUDS  part  of  the  development  area  as  a 
condition of planning consent. 

 

Evaluation Methodology 
6.1  The programme of  archaeological works will  adhere  to  the  relevant parts of  the Cheshire County 

Council Guidance and General Conditions for Archaeological Contractors and Consultants in Cheshire 
(2003)  and  commence with  a  5%  evaluation  of  the  3,095 m²  SUDS  area.    Eight  trenches will  be 
excavated; all but one will measure 10 m long and 2 m wide, while the remaining trench will measure 
8 m long and 2 m wide (Figure 1).  The trenches will total 156 m². 

6.2  All trenches will be excavated by mechanical excavator, utilizing a c 2 m wide flat‐bladed (toothless) 
ditching  bucket  under  the  direct  supervision  of  a  GUARD  Archaeologist,  down  to  the  first 
archaeological  horizon  or  to  natural  subsoil,  whichever  is  encountered  first.    The  depth  of 
stratigraphy apparent in all trenches will be recorded. 
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6.3  Any  archaeological  features  encountered  will  be  cleaned  by  hand  by  the  on‐site  GUARD 
Archaeologists  to  determine  their  character  and  extent.    Should  negative‐cut  features  be 
encountered,  a  representative  sample  will  be  25‐50%  excavated  in  order  to  determine  their 
significance, date and function.  All on‐site recording, written, drawn and photographic, will be to the 
standards  normally  pertaining  in  archaeological  fieldwork  and  to  IfA  standards.    A  full  record  of 
excavated  features will be made using  a  single  context  recording  system using  pro  forma  sheets, 
drawings  and  photographs.   All  archaeological  features will  be  photographed  and  recorded  at  an 
appropriate scale.  Sections will be drawn at 1:10, and plans at 1:20.  All evaluation trenches will be 
accurately surveyed using a sub‐metre GPS and located within the National Grid.   

6.4   All archaeological finds will be recorded with by the on‐site Archaeologists.  Finds and bones will be 
collected as bulk samples by context.  Significant small finds will be three dimensionally located prior 
to  collection.    All  finds  will  be  processed  to  MAP2  type  standards  and  subject  to  appropriate 
specialist  assessment.    If necessary,  conservation of  finds will be  appraised  to  allow  for  specialist 
study. 

6.5   All excavated  feature  fills and horizons will be sampled as appropriate, using bulk soil samples,  for 
palaeo‐environmental evidence. 

6.6   A representative section will be recorded denoting depth of topsoil, any stratigraphy present and the 
nature of the soil.   This  information will be  logged  in the day book together with a sketch drawn to 
scale and a photographic record of deposits. 

6.7   Should human remains be revealed by  the excavation, the  local police, the client and  the Cheshire 
Archaeology Planning Advisory Service will be  informed  immediately.   Any human  remains will be 
accurately  recorded, but  left  in  situ, pending  the agreement of  the police,  the client and Cheshire 
Archaeology Planning Advisory Service on an appropriate mitigation strategy.  All human remains fall 
within the remit of the Burials Act (1857) and,  if  it  is necessary to excavate them, Section 25 of the 
Act  requires  that  a  licence  be  obtained  prior  to  their  removal.   Where  the  presence  of  human 
remains is anticipated, a licence should be obtained from the Under Secretary of State Home Office 
(E Division) before the start of fieldwork.  If it is suspected that the remains are less than 100 years 
old, the police and coroner should be informed, as an inquest may be necessary. 

6.8   Should significant archaeological remains be encountered by the evaluation, requiring more than the 
limited evaluation outlined above, the remains will be largely left in situ pending the agreement of all 
relevant parties  to a Project Design addenda  for an appropriate scope of excavation  (Stage 2) and 
post‐excavation analysis & publication (Stage 3). 

6.9   On  completion  of  the  recording  of  the  evaluation  trenches,  the  backfilling  of  trenches  will  be 
undertaken  by machine  and  supervised  by  the  on‐site  archaeologist.    No  specialist  backfilling  is 
proposed. 

 

Report Preparation and Contents 
7.1  A  report detailing  the  results of  the archaeological  fieldwork will be submitted  to  the client within 

one week of  completion  of  fieldwork  and,  subject  to  client  approval,  then  submitted  to Cheshire 
Archaeology Planning Advisory Service.  The report will take the form of a Data Structure Report and 
will contain an analysis of the results of the archaeological evaluation.  The report will include a full 
descriptive text that will characterise the date and extent of any archaeological deposits.  It will also 
include  plans  at  an  appropriate  scale  showing  the  area  subjected  to  ground‐breaking  works, 
evaluation  trenches, archaeological  features and archiving  lists of all  finds,  samples,  field drawings 
and photographs.  If appropriate, the report will also include an addendum to this Project Design for 
further archaeological fieldwork, should significant archaeology have been encountered. 

7.2  The report will include the following: 

 a concise non‐technical summary of the results; 

 a an explanation of the circumstances of the project, which should  include an accurate national 
grid reference and details of any planning application reference numbers; 

 OASIS reference number; unique site code; 
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 contractor’s details including date work carried out; 

 nature and extent of the proposed development, including developer/client details; 

 a summary of the site’s geology, soils and past and present land‐use; 

 a summary of the historical background of the study area, including past archaeological work; 

 a description of  the methodology employed,  including  the  sources consulted and  the extent of 
any fieldwork; 

 a  site plan  to  a  suitable  scale  and  tied  into  the national  grid  so  that  features  can be  correctly 
orientated; 

 a  description  of  the  archaeological  data  identified,  including  context  &  feature  descriptions, 
supported  by  illustrations,  which  will  include  plans,  sections,  copies  of  relevant  maps  and 
documents, and illustrations of artefacts, as appropriate; 

 features,  number  and  class  of  artefacts,  spot  dating  &  scientific  dating  of  significant  finds 
presented in tabular format; 

 plans and section drawings of the features drawn at a suitable scale; 

 initial assessment of relevant finds/samples if appropriate; 

 an interpretation of the results and of their archaeological significance;  

 a statement, where appropriate, of the archaeological implications of the proposed development; 

 recommendations regarding the need for, and scope of, any further archaeological work such as 
excavation (Stage 2) and Post‐excavation finds analysis, conservation & publication (Stage 3); 

 monochrome and colour photographs as appropriate; 

 a full bibliography of sources consulted (both published and unpublished), and a list of any further 
sources identified but not consulted; 

 a copy of the agreed project design, and an indication of any variations; 

 an index to the project archive. 

7.3  An  appropriate  number  of  hard  copies  and  digital  pdf  copies  of  the  report will  be  prepared  for 
submission to the Cheshire County Sites and Monuments Record (CSMR). 

7.4  The report will be presented  in an ordered state and bound within a protective cover/sleeve.   The 
report will be page numbered and supplemented with section numbering for ease of reference. 

7.5  The  same  report, but produced  in  the  client’s Environmental  Statement Chapter  template  for  the 
Environmental Statement Addendum, will also be submitted to the local planning authority. 

 

Copyright 
8.1  Unless otherwise agreed copyright for any report resulting from the archaeological work undertaken 

as part of the project will be deemed the intellectual property of GUARD Archaeology Ltd. 
 

Publication 
9.1   A summary of the project results will be submitted to the editor of the CBA North West Bulletin by 

means of  the  standard pro  forma  sheet  reproduced  in Appendix 7 of  the Cheshire County Council 
Guidance and General Conditions for Archaeological Contractors and Consultants in Cheshire.  This is 
to ensure a comprehensive and publicly accessible record of archaeological work carried out  in the 
North West, together with basic information on the nature and results of the work.  In the event of 
minor archaeological remains being encountered during the archaeological fieldwork, it is proposed 
that a comprehensive report submitted to CBA North West Bulletin will form the final publication of 
the site.  A copy of this summary report will be included in the Data Structure Report. 
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Archive 
10.1  The archive  for  the project,  including a  copy of  the  report, will be  submitted  to  the CSMR within 

three months of completion of all relevant work. 

10.2  The  site  archive will  be  prepared  in  accordance with  the  general  specification  outlined  in MAP2 
(Appendix 3) as recommended  in the Cheshire County Council Guidance and General Conditions for 
Archaeological  Contractors  and  Consultants  in  Cheshire.    Where  a  project  proceeds  to  full 
publication,  this will  result  in  the production of a  research archive.   A general specification  for  the 
contents of a research archive is given in MAP2, Appendix 6.  In certain circumstances, the Cheshire 
Archaeology  Planning Advisory  Service may wish  to  inspect  the  archive  as part of  the monitoring 
process.   

10.3  The site archive,  including finds and environmental material, will be  labelled, conserved and stored 
by GUARD Archaeology  according  to  current best practice.   Provision will be made  for  the  stable 
storage of paper records and their long‐term preservation on a suitable medium. 

10.4  The  archive  will  be  deposited  as  soon  as  is  practicable  in  a  Registered  Museum  fulfilling  the 
HBMC/MGC Eligibility Criteria for the Grant Aided Storage of Excavation Archives.  This will normally 
be Cheshire Museums' Central Archaeological Store.  In this case, Cheshire Museums' Conditions for 
Acceptance  of  Archaeological  Material  will  apply  (Appendix  6  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council 
Guidance  and  General  Conditions  for  Archaeological  Contractors  and  Consultants  in  Cheshire).  
Ideally,  the archive  should  include  the artefactual material  from  the  site, although  it  is  recognised 
that this will depend on the willingness of the landowner to donate the material.   

10.5  In certain instances, classes of material may not be suitable for deposition in the final archive.  Such 
material might include unstratified animal bone or very recent artefactual material.  Where a discard 
policy  is  implemented,  the  relevant material  should be documented and quantified  in  the archive.  
Where individual items are not deposited with the archive (perhaps because they have been retained 
by the  landowner) these should also be fully documented  in the archive, together with full data on 
their place of deposition.   

10.6  Reproducible elements of the site archive will be deposited with the National Monuments Record. 

10.7  The online OASIS form at http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/ will be completed within 3 months of 
completion  of  the  work.    Once  the  Data  Structure  Report  has  become  a  public  document  by 
submission to or  incorporation  into the CSMR, Cheshire Archaeology Planning Advisory Service will 
validate the OASIS form thus placing the information into the public domain on the OASIS website.   

 

Personnel and Liaison 
11.1   The GUARD team will comprise the following qualified and experienced GUARD archaeologists: 

 Project Manager: Mr Ronan Toolis 

 Project Director (Principal on‐site Archaeologist): Ms Maureen Kilpatrick 

 Finds and Environmental Support and Conservation: Ms Aileen Maule 

 Medieval Finds Assessment: Mr Bob Will 

 Prehistoric Finds Assessment: Dr Beverley Ballin Smith 

 Human Remains: Ms Maureen Kilpatrick 

 Illustrator: Ms Gillian McSwan 

 Quality Assurance: Dr John Atkinson 

11.2   The GUARD Project Manager, Mr Ronan Toolis, will be  the point of contact  for  the archaeological 
works.  A full CV for individuals concerned can be made available upon request. 
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Monitoring 
12.1   The proposed  start date  for  the  archaeological  fieldwork  is  Tuesday 17 April 2012.    The Cheshire 

Archaeology Planning Advisory Service will be given sufficient notice prior to the commencement of 
fieldwork.  The Cheshire Archaeology Planning Advisory Service and the client will be informed of the 
site mobile  phone  number  prior  to  the  start  date  so  that monitoring  visits  and  queries  can  be 
arranged.    It  is estimated  that the evaluation of 5% of the SUDS part of the development area will 
take one day  to  complete,  including  the backfilling of  trenches,  if no  archaeological  remains  area 
encountered.   Should potentially  significant archaeology be encountered, however,  the evaluation 
will take a further two consecutive days to complete, including the backfilling of trenches.   

 

Health & Safety and Insurance 
13.1   GUARD  Archaeology  Ltd  adheres  to  the  guidelines  and  standards  prescribed  for  archaeological 

fieldwork  set down by  the  Institute  for Archaeologists.    It  is  standard GUARD policy, prior  to  any 
fieldwork project commencing, to conduct a risk assessment and to prepare a project safety plan, the 
prescriptions of which will be strictly followed for the duration of all archaeological fieldwork.  Copies 
of the resultant project safety plan and of GUARD’s Fieldwork Safety Policy Statement may be viewed 
upon request. 

13.2   GUARD  Archaeology  Ltd  also  possesses  all  necessary  insurance  cover,  proofs  of  which  may  be 
supplied upon request. 
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GUARD Archaeology Limited
52 Elderpark Workspace

100 Elderpark Street
Glasgow
G51 3TR

Tel:  0141 445 8800
Fax:  0141 445 3222

email:  info@guard-archaeology.co.uk
 

www.guard-archaeology.co.uk

mailto:info%40guard-archaeology.co.uk?subject=
http://www.guard-archaeology.co.uk
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